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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
September 21, 2021 

TRENTON – The New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development (NJDOL) paid
nearly $35 billion in Unemployment Insurance (UI) bene�ts to 1.6 million claimants from
March 2020 through week ending September 4, 2021.

This includes funds to hundreds of thousands of New Jerseyans otherwise ineligible for
regular unemployment without the recently expired, emergency unemployment programs
established under the federal CARES Act in March 2020, and renewed by the Continued
Assistance Act in Dec. 2020 and again by the American Rescue Plan in March.

“Enhanced federal unemployment programs were critical to helping our state and the nation
mitigate an economic crisis while controlling a public health crisis,” said Labor Commissioner
Robert Asaro-Angelo. “While we are thankful, the fact that these programs were enacted as
temporary emergency measures proves our outdated federal unemployment system is unable
to meet the modern needs of our workforce.”

Regular state UI and extended bene�ts provided nearly $9 billion to New Jersey workers and
families, while the temporary programs contributed almost $25 billion. In addition, more than
$1 billion was paid to claimants under the Lost Wages Assistance program, which provided a
$300 weekly supplemental bene�t on top of regular UI for a maximum of six weeks through
FEMA funds in fall of 2020.

Here are the week-by-week totals of new unemployment claims (click the images below to
view a full-size version):
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"We will miss you, Tim. Thank you for showing us 
your big heart, letting us hear your great laugh, and 
for the help you provided to most -- if not all -- of 
those in the Division of Workers’ Compensation 
along the way." 
https://twitter.com/GovMurphy/status/144326300842
4275968 
  

 

The Return and Earn program will assist New 
Jerseyans in returning to the workforce, and provide 
employers with the resources they need to fill the 
vital positions that will allow them to grow and thrive. 
https://twitter.com/GovMurphy/status/144253584819
7697538 
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Here is the breakdown of weekly bene�ts payments to eligible New Jersey workers:  
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https://www.nj.gov/labor/assets/images/press/09212021_weeklypayments.jpg


The enhanced UI programs that expired Sept. 4 are: Pandemic Unemployment Assistance
(PUA), which provided unemployment bene�ts to self-employed workers, independent
contractors and others who are not typically eligible for bene�ts; Pandemic Emergency
Unemployment Compensation (PEUC), which extended unemployment payments to those
who already exhausted regular unemployment bene�ts; and Federal Pandemic Unemployment
Compensation (FPUC), which added a weekly supplemental payment to regular
unemployment.

Bene�ts under these programs cannot be claimed for weeks after Sept. 4, regardless of
whether a balance appears in a claimant’s account. Claimants certifying for weeks prior to
Sept. 4 will receive the enhanced bene�ts for a claim �led before Sept. 4, if eligible.

Claimants who exhaust their 26 weeks of regular state unemployment bene�ts after Sept. 4
and have not collected state extended bene�ts will transition to 13 weeks of state extended
bene�ts, if eligible. These extended bene�ts were triggered in July 2020 due to the state’s high
unemployment rate. Claimants moved to state extended bene�ts will see “Extended
Unemployment Bene�ts” as their claim status in their accounts.

https://www.nj.gov/labor/assets/images/press/09212021_weeklypayments.jpg


For the most up-to-date information on New Jersey unemployment insurance bene�ts, please
visit myunemployment.nj.gov.

For job search help and career training services, please visit careerservices.nj.gov.

For state and community programs and resources available to those who need additional
support, please visit myunemployment.nj.gov/morehelp.
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