
IN THIS ISSUE: 

Air Guard Exercise: Clean House 

 Comic’s Message of Hope

DMAVA Highlights
26 January 2017

CYBER WARRIORS WANTED
More Information inside

IN THIS ISSUE: 
Quaker bridge Medal Ceremony
102nd Cav virtual reality training



2 DMAVA Highlights

M E D A L  C E R E M O N Y 
AT  Q U A K E R  B R I D G E  M A L L

New Jersey Distinguished Service 
Medal and New Jersey Korean 
Service Medal recipient Korean 
War veteran Army Pvt. Lawrence 
A. Mansier shakes hands during 
a New Jersey Department of 
Military and Veterans Affairs state 
medals ceremony at the Quaker 
Bridge Mall in Lawrenceville, 
N.J., Jan. 24, 2017. Medals were 
presented to veterans from the 
Korean War, the Vietnam War, and 
Operations’ Desert Storm/Desert 
Shield, Noble Eagle, Iraqi Freedom 
and Enduring Freedom. (NJDMAVA 
photo by Mark C. Olsen/Released)

Brig. Gen. Michael L. Cunniff, 
left, the Adjutant General of New 
Jersey, presents Operation Desert 
Shield/Desert Storm veteran Spc. 
Keith A. Rogers the New Jersey 
Distinguished Service Medal and  
Desert Storm Medal during a New 
Jersey Department of Military and 
Veterans Affairs state medals cer-
emony at the Quaker Bridge Mall 
in Lawrenceville, N.J. (NJDMAVA 
photo by Mark C. Olsen/Released)
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Check out the full Photo 
album on New Jersey 

Department of Veterans 
Affairs Flickr page. 

BACKGROUND: The New Jersey Department of Military 
and Veterans Affairs held a state medals ceremony 
at the Quaker Bridge Mall in Lawrenceville, N.J., Jan. 
24, 2017. Medals were presented to veterans from the 
Korean War, Vietnam War, Operation Desert Shield/
Desert Storm, and Operations’ Iraqi Freedom and 
Enduring Freedom. (NJDMAVA photo by Mark C. Olsen/
Released)

Marie, second from the right, holding a picture of her husband, World War II veteran Army Pfc. Henry 
W. Rittman, poses for a photo with her sons, left to right, Alan, Robert, and Gary with photos of her 
uncle, World War I Army Pvt. Joseph J. Wegant, her father, World War I Army Cpl. Anthony F. Silzer, 
Sr., and her brother, World War II U.S. Army Air Force Staff Sgt. Anthony F. Silzer, Jr., during a New 
Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs state medals ceremony at the Quaker Bridge Mall 
in Lawrenceville, N.J. Rittman also received the New Jersey Distinguished Service Medal for her uncle, 
World War I Army Pvt. Joseph J. Wegant, her father, World War I Army Cpl. Anthony F. Silzer, Sr., and 
her brother, World War II U.S. Army Air Force Staff Sgt. Anthony F. Silzer, Jr. Medals were presented 
to veterans from the Korean War, Vietnam War, and Operations’ Desert Storm/Desert Shield, Noble 
Eagle, Iraqi Freedom, and Enduring Freedom. (NJDMAVA photo by Mark C. Olsen/Released)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/njdmava/albums/72157675837689144
https://www.flickr.com/photos/njdmava/albums/72157675837689144
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Soldiers from the New Jersey Army National Guard’s 2-102nd Cavalry conducted pre-deployment train-

ing at the Joint Training and Training Development Center-JT2DC at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst , 

Jan. 21, 2017. The Soldiers from the wheeled assault platoon performed collective crew and unit tactical 

maneuvers in the virtual environment of the the Mobile TOW ITAS CST (Tube Launched, Optically Tracked, 

Wire Guided - Improved Target Acquisition System - Collective Skills Trainer). The Mobile CST provides 

on-site pre-deployment and sustainment training for crews and leaders in a virtual environment. The 

exercises begin with a warning order from the instructor to the platoon leader, and proceed through 

Mission Planning Procedures Operations Order, to the platoon moving out and conducting the mission 

in virtual reality. The instructors observe and evaluate the platoon and its leaders as they would during 

a real world field exercise. (U.S. Army photos by Staff Sgt. Nicholas Young/ Released)

1 0 2 N D  C AV 
V I R T U A L  T R A I N I N G



5DMAVA Highlights



6 DMAVA Highlights

New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs 
PO Box 340 

Trenton, NJ 08625-0340 
 

1-888-8NJ-VETS(8387) or www.state.nj.us/military 

Raymond L. Zawacki, Deputy Commissioner for Veterans Affairs (609-530-7062)
Cheryl Henderson, Executive Secretarial Assistant (609-530-7045)

Chuck Robbins, Assistant to DCVA/Outreach Coordinator (609-530-6855)

Fax:  609-530-7191

Veterans Healthcare Services (DVHS)
Colonel Edward J. Chrystal Jr., Director 
609-530-6967
Donna Myers, Sec
609-530-6766
Virginia Fiess, QA Coordinator
609-530-6979
Fax: 609-530-6970

Menlo Park Veterans Memorial Home
Joseph Brandspiegel, CEO
Jennifer Pajak, Sec
132 Evergreen Road, PO Box 3013
Edison, NJ 08818-3013
732-452-4102  Fax: 732-603-3016

Paramus Veterans Memorial Home
Dianne Tabron-Felder, CEO
Diane Callaghan, Sec
1 Veterans Drive
Paramus, NJ 07652
201-634-8525 Fax: 201-967-8658

Vineland Veterans Memorial Home
Allyson Bailey, Acting CEO
Sharon Frye, Sec
524 North West Boulevard
Vineland, NJ 08360-2895
856-405-4207 Fax: 856-696-6714

Veterans Services (DVS)
Albert J. Bucchi, Director
609-530-6962
Cynthia Barnes, Sec
609-530-6975
Fax: 609-530-7075

Brigadier General William C. Doyle Veterans Memorial Cemetery
Iven Dumas, State Supt – 609-738-2424
Genia DiBella, Sec – 609-738-2404
Cyndi Dzurisin, Interment Office Supervisor, – 609-738-2407
Dennis Macomber, Honor Guard, – 609-758-7505
350 Provinceline Road, Wrightstown, NJ 08562
609-738-2400  Fax: 609-758-0169
Maintenance/Cemeteries/Memorials
Joseph Arroyo & Kenneth Smith Supervisor, 609-738-2408  Fax: 609-758-3490

Vietnam Veterans Memorial
1 Memorial Lane, PO Box 648, Holmdel, NJ 07733
732-335-0033 Fax: 732-335-1107
Korean Memorial
Boardwalk/Brighton Park, Atlantic City, NJ 08401
War World II Memorial
W State Street, Trenton, NJ 08608

Veterans Haven South
Walter Nall, Supt – 609-561-4948
William Lobach, Asst, Supt – 609-567-3715
Carisa Shufford, Sec
609-561-4990 ext. 120
301 Spring Garden Road, PO Box 80
Winslow, NJ 08095
609-561-0269  Fax: 609-567-5186

Veterans Haven North
Sean VanLew, Supt – 908-537-1960
Laura Blaine, Sec – 908-537-1963
200 Sanatorium Road, Suite 101
Glen Gardner, NJ 08826
908-537-1999 Fax: 908-537-1990

State Approving Agency-GI Bill Programs
Charles Rowe, Bureau Chief – 609-530-6842
Marisol Meyer, Education Prog Asst – 609-530-6849
Lynn Yesalonia, State Admin – 609-530-6858
Joan Edwards, State Admin – 609-530-6948
Fax: 609-530-7196

Veterans Benefits Bureau
Patricia A. Richter, Bureau Chief – 609-530-6949
Elizabeth Schofield, Prin Staff Officer – 609-530-6954
Paul Kale, Staff Asst – 609-530-6826
Susan Kobrin, Clerk – 609-530-6952
Michele Johnson, Sec – 609-530-7035
Fax: 609-530-6970

Veterans Service Offices
Joseph Bucco, State Supervisor – 609-530-6830
Christopher Wambach, State Supervisor – 609-530-6863
Joseph E. Nyzio, VSO – 609-530-6857
VA Regional Office/Philadelphia
Charles Piscopo, VSO – (Mon., Wed., Alternate Fridays)
5000 Wissahickon Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19144
(215) 381-3012
856-853-4184/4185/4186  

Atlantic City/Cape May
Vacant,VSO
Sherri Morris, Sec
1008 Absecon Boulevard, Atlantic City 08401-1999 ~ (Atlantic City Armory)
609-441-3060/3061 Fax: 609-441-3899 (closed alternate Fridays) 

Bergen/Passaic
Joseph Restivo, VSO
Titus Osuagwu, Sec
125 State Street, Suite 109, Hackensack 07601-5435
201-996-8050/8051  Fax: 201-996-8009

Burlington
Matthew Still, VSO
Michelina Giuliano, Sec
555 High Street, Suite 6A, Mt. Holly 08060
609-518-2273/2274  Fax: 609-518-2275

Camden/Gloucester
Joseph Frost, VSO
Charles Piscopo, VSO (Tuesdays and Thursdays)
Diane Rosci, Sec
658 N Evergreen Avenue, Woodbury 08096 ~ (Woodbury Armory)
856-853-4184/4185/4186  Fax: 856-384-3781 (closed alternate Fridays) 

Essex/Union
Robert Maulano, VSO 
Shelley Darby, Sec
20 Washington Place, Room 431, Newark 07102-3174
973-297-3336 Fax:  973-642-0830 

Hudson
Esther Chucaralao, VSO
Michael Dorobis, Sec
678 Montgomery Street, 2nd Floor, Jersey City 07306 ~ (Jersey City Armory)
201-536-3401 Fax: 201-536-3404 (closed alternate Fridays) 

Mercer
William McDonnell, VSO
Theresa Tomecheck, Sec
151 Eggerts Crossing Road, Room 136, Lawrenceville 08648 ~ (Lawrenceville Armory)
609-671-6697/6696 Fax:  609-671-6698

Middlesex/Somerset
Joseph Battito, VSO
Vacant, Sec
1060 Hamilton Street, Somerset 08873 ~ (Somerset Armory)
732-937-6347/6348  Fax: 732-937-6417 (closed alternate Fridays)

Monmouth
Peter J. Midgley, VSO
Rita Hyland, Sec
630 Bangs Avenue, Suite 320, Asbury Park 07712-6904
732-775-7009/7005  Fax: 732-775-3612

Newark Liaison/VA Regional Office
Richard Mannes, VSO
Brad Christensen, VSO
20 Washington Place, Room 439 Newark 07102-3174
973-297-3230 Fax: 973-648-2356

Ocean
Paul McIntyre, VSO
Robin Mitchell, Sec
James J. Howard Outpatient Clinic
970 Route 70, Brick 08724-3550
732-840-3033/3034  Fax: 732-840-0399

Salem/Cumberland
Leigh R. Pottle, VSO
Catherine Raniolo, Sec
524 Northwest Boulevard, Vineland 08360-2895
856-405-4388/4390/4389  Fax: 856-696-6499

Sussex/Morris
William Robinson, VSO
479 West Clinton Street, Dover 07801 ~ (Dover Armory)
973-366-0245/8347  Fax: 973-366-0360 (Mon, Tues, Wed)
*Sussex, 12 Munsonhurst Road, Franklin, 07416 (Thursday/Alt Fridays) 
 973-827-4020  Fax: 973-827-4024 ~ (Franklin Armory) 

Warren/Hunterdon
*Sibley Smith, VSO/Ombudsman
Lisa Szymanski, Sec
200 Sanatorium Road, Glen Gardner, NJ 08826
908-537-0831/0832  Fax: 908-537/0833
*Flemington, 4 Gauntt Place, Flemington, 08822 (Wednesday) 908-284-6146

Southern Ocean County Resource Center
Vacant-VSO
179 South Main Street (Route 9)
Manahawkin, NJ 08050
609-978-5895  Fax: 609-978-6446

REVISED 10-26-16

10 highly ranked New Jersey high school basketball teams  participated in the 2017 Dan Finn Classic at the Jersey City Armory,  
Jan. 14, 2017. The Dan Finn Classic is an annual tournament which provides grants and scholarships for deserving students. 
(Courtesy Photo)

AROUND THE COMMUNITY: JERSEY CITY ARMORY
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Cyber Warriors Wanted
Do you have what it takes to fight and win on the battlefield of the future?

The New Jersey Army National Guard wants Soldiers with the passion, apti-
tude and drive to joint its first Cyber Protection Team.

The team will include enlisted, warrant, and commissioned officers. All will 
become part of the Army’s newest branch – Cyber, which has been designated 
the 17-series career field and is considered a Combat Arms branch, according 
to U.S. Army Cyber Command.

“It is an opportunity to become one of the elite few,” said Lt. Col. Edward 
K. Dion, the New Jersey Army National Guard Chief Information Officer (G6). 
“Soldiers on this team will be on par with Cyber Warriors anywhere within 
the Department of Defense or the federal government.”

Cyber Protection Team 173 will be a joint partnership between the New Jersey 
and New York. Fourteen team members will be from New Jersey and the unit 
will perform federal and state missions. All of the Soldiers on the team will 
train and operate on a traditional part-time basis. The New Jersey-New York 
team will be one of 10 National Guard Cyber Protection Teams being stood up. 

Dion said that successful applicants may come from a variety of backgrounds 
and occupational specialties, but must share a passion and aptitude for the 
cyber/information technology field.

Other requirements to be considered for the Cyber Protection Team:

- Ability to obtain a Top Secret Security Clearance.

- U.S. Citizen.

- Physically and mentally fit.

Current members of the New Jersey Army National Guard inter-
ested in competing for a position on the Cyber Protection Team may 
submit a resume to: 

ng.nj.njarng.mbx.cpt-applicants@mail.mil

Include your military email address on the resume. All responses and 
future correspondence will be conducted using only the “.mil” system.
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I N F O R M AT I O N
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Do you have an awesome employer?  Has your 
employer’s support made it easier for you to 
serve in the National Guard or Reserve?  Does 
your civilian employer promote military service, 
support your family, and keep in contact while 
you’re on routine duty, responding to natural 
disasters, or serving in a deployed location?  If 
so, you should nominate your civilian employer 
for the 2017 Secretary of Defense Employer 
Support Freedom Award.

 The Freedom Award is the U.S. government’s 
highest award for large, small, and public 
organizations (not individuals, e.g. a supervisor, 
manager, etc.) that provide outstanding support 
of their Guard and Reserve employees.  The nom-
ination form takes about 10-15 minutes to com-
plete and can be found at FreedomAward.mil.  
Just click “Nominate Employer” on the homepage, 
and then tell us the story of how your employer 
supports you and fellow military employees.

 Nominate your employer

 www.FreedomAward.mil

 

Starting Dec 1 TRICARE® will no longer cover 
prescriptions filled at CVS for some beneficiaries. 

This change does not effect 

Visit http://usfhp.net/your-plan/pharmacy-benefits/

to get information on our participating pharmacies in your 
area.

 

 

1(800) 241-4848 

 
TRICARE® is a registered trademark of the Department of Defense. Defense Health Agency. All rights reserved. 

http:// www.FreedomAward.mil
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THINKING OF STARTING 
OR GROWING YOUR BUSINESS?

THE AMERICAN LEGION, NJSBDC AND THE SMALL BUSINESS ADMINIS-
TRATION PRESENT A FREE ONE DAY PROGRAM WITH A COMPREHENSIVE 
8 WEEK ON-LINE COURSE FOR VETERANS WHO WANT TO START, EXPAND 

OR PURCHASE A SMALL BUSINESS.

THE AmERIcAN lEGION pOST 346, 21 GUllY Rd., NEpTUNE, NJ 07753

HTTp://WWW.Al346NEpTUNE.ORG/

mONdAY FEBRUARY 22, 2017

FROm 08:30 Am TO 5:00 pm – REFRESHmENTS pROVIdEd AT NO cOST 
cOURTESY OF THE AmERIcAN lEGION pOST 346

REGISTRATION REqUIREd BY FEBRUARY 17, 2017

Registration Link: 

http://boots2business.org/rebootapply/

For Questions Contact:

Gene Spillane, SBA Veterans Small Business Outreach Officer

Eugene.Spillane@SBA.gov / 973-645-2427

http://boots2business.org/rebootapply/
mailto:Eugene.Spillane@SBA.gov
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DMAVA HigHligHts is published weekly 
by the Public Affairs Office of the 

New Jersey Department of Mili-
tary and Veterans Affairs. The 
views and opinions expressed 
herein are not necessar-
ily those of the Department 
of Defense, the Army, The 

Air Force, the National Guard, 
Veterans Affairs or the State of 

New Jersey. Letters may be sent 
t o : NJDMAVA, DMAVA Highlights, Public 
Affairs Office, PO Box 340, Trenton, NJ 08625-0340. Email at: 
pao@dmava.nj.gov

New Jersey Department of 
Military and Veterans Affairs
Brig. Gen. Michael L. Cunniff – The Adjutant General of New Jersey
Brig. Gen. Steven Ferrari – The Deputy Adjutant General
Raymond Zawacki – Deputy Commissioner for Veterans Affairs
Chief Warrant Officer 3 Patrick Daugherty – Public Affairs Officer
Kryn Westhoven – Writer, Photographer
Mark C. Olsen – Photographer
Sgt. 1st Class Wayne Woolley – Writer, Photographer
Staff Sgt. Nicholas Young - Layout, Editor
Tech. Sgt. Matt Hecht – Photographer, Graphic ArtistHighlights submissions deadline

4 p.m. Wednesday:
nicholas.p.young12.mil@mail.mil

Mi l i tary  OneSource  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 -800-342-9647
Military OneSource NJ REP... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .609-433-8008
NJ ARNG SHARP Program .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .609-562-0854
NJ ARNG Suicide Prevention Program.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .609-562-0832
NJ ARNG Substance Abuse Program.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .609-562-0279
NJARNG Equal  Oppurtun i ty  Of f ice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .609-562-0401
NJ ARNG Psychological Health Program... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .609-235-5959
108th Wing Airman & Family Readiness Ctr.. . . . . . . . .609-754-4479
108th Wing Director Of Psychological Health. . . . . .609-754-2159
177th Wing Airman & Family Readiness Ctr. . . . . . . .609-761-6248
177th Wing Director of Psychological Health... . . . . . . . . .609-761-6871
DOD Sexual Assault Hotline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-877-995-5247
Employer Support for Guard & Reserve (ESGR) ..............609-562-5550
Joint  Military & Family Assistance Center........................1-888-859-0352
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline............................1-800-273-TALK
Red Cross.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .877-272-7337
Vets 4 Warriors ......................................................................1-855-838-8255
National Resource Directory ..................................................................www.nrd.gov
Joint Services Support..............................wwww.jointservicessupport.org

http://ubhc.rutgers.edu/vet2vet/
http://www.nj.gov/military/
https://www.dvidshub.net/unit/NJ-NG#.V1hir01pD3g
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Jersey-National-Guard/185017611554223
https://www.flickr.com/photos/njnationalguard/
https://twitter.com/NJNationalGuard
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