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Cover photo
UH-60A Black Hawk heli-
copters with the 1-150th 
Assault Helicopter Battal-
ion, land after taking Af-
rican air force members 
on an aerial tour of Joint 
Base McGuire-Dix-Lake-
hurst, N.J., Aug. 31, 2015. 
(U.S. Air National Guard 
photo by Master Sgt. 
Mark C. Olsen/Released)

AFRICOM 
visits 
AASF
Photos by Master Sgt. Mark C. Olsen
New Jersey National Guard Public Affairs

Above: Maj. Ryan Smith, 
UH-60A Black Hawk pi-
lot, addresses visiting Af-
rican air force members 
touring the New Jersey 
Army National Guard’s 
Army Aviation Support 
Facility during a United 
States African Command 
conference at Joint Base 
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, 
N.J., Aug. 31, 2015. Right: 
Staff Sgt. Simon Debran, 
left, UH-60A Black Hawk 
crew chief, briefs African 
air force members about 
UH-60A maintenance at the 
NARNG’s Army Aviation 
Support Facility.
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Above: Sgt. Thomas Vickers, second from left, 
UH-60A Black Hawk crew chief, briefs African air 
force members as they prepare to board a Black 
Hawk helicopter assigned to the 1-150th Assault 
Helicopter Battalion. Left: African air force mem-
bers wait onboard a UH-60A Black Hawk to take 
off for an aerial tour of Joint Base McGuire-Dix-
Lakehurst. Below: African air force members 
pose in front of a UH-60A Black Hawk helicopter 
during an AFRICOM conference at Joint Base 
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J. The U.S. Air Forces 
in Europe and U.S. Air Forces Africa conference, 
which emphasized maintenance and logistics 
knowledge and procedures, included military rep-
resentatives from Angola, Burkina Faso, Ghana, 
Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal and Tunisia. The Af-
rican Partnership Flight was created to conduct 
regional military to military events with African 
air forces to build aviation capacity, enhance re-
gional cooperation and increase interoperability.

Staff Sgt. Simon Debran, right, UH-60A Black Hawk crew chief, 
escorts African air force members out to UH-60A Black Hawk he-
licopters for an aerial tour of Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst.

The U.S. Air Forces in Europe and U.S. Air Forces Africa conference, which emphasized mainte-
nance and logistics knowledge and procedures, included military representatives from Angola, 
Burkina Faso, Ghana, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal and Tunisia.



4

The New Jersey Veterans Memorial Home at Vineland received $20,000 
on Aug. 25, 2015 to fund activities for the nearly 300 residents. Keith 
Chance, assistant CEO of support services, center, with Lisa Williams, 
activities director, second from left, accepted the generous gifts. Chay-
an Jagsukh, Cognizant Technology Solutions, left, presented a $10,000 
check from the worldwide information technology and consulting busi-

Vineland receives $20,000 donation

Wall returns to Bridgewater
The American Veterans Traveling Tribute and 

Traveling Wall will visit the Somerset County Park 
Commission’s North Branch Park County Fair-
grounds on Milltown Road Oct. 1-4.

The AVTT’s appearance is sponsored by Viet-
nam Veterans of America, Chapter 452.

During the visit, county officials will recognize 
current and former residents who served during the 
Gulf War or later military operations in Southwest 
Asia. Eligible veterans may register at https://www.
co.somerset.nj.us/medalforms/

The AVTT is comprised of several exhibits, 
with its centerpiece being the Traveling Wall, an 
80-percent-scale version of the Vietnam Memorial 
Wall in Washington, D.C.

The mission of the AVTT project is to travel 
the nation to honor, respect and remember men and 
women who served, and to pay specific tribute to 
those who gave all in that service.

ness firm headquartered in Teaneck. Eric Chesebro, vice president of 
information technology, second from right and Robert D’Urbano, chief 
information officer, with Freedom Mortgage Corporation, a full-service 
residential mortgage lender in Mount Laurel donated $10,000 presented 
the check to the veterans home. (Photo by Amy Gruenewald, Freedom 
Mortgage) 
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E-mail your Highlights submissions to:
mark.olsen@dmava.nj.gov

by close of business Wednesday



NJDMAVA HigHligHts is published 
weekly under provisions of AR 
360-1 and AFI 35-101 by the 
Public Affairs Office of the 
New Jersey Department of Mili-

tary and Veterans Affairs for all 
members of the New Jersey Army 

and Air National Guard, their families, the New 
Jersey veterans community, retirees and civil-
ian employees. The views and opinions ex-
pressed herein are not necessarily those of 
the Department of Defense, the Army, the Air 
Force, the National Guard Bureau, Veterans 
Affairs or the State of New Jersey. Letters may 
be sent to: NJDMAVA Highlights, Public Af-
fairs  Office, NJDMAVA, PO Box 340, Trenton, 
NJ  08625-0340. E-mail at: pao@dmava.nj.gov
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Sept. 8 & 9 
DMAVA Veterans Outreach 

Campaign
10 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Brunswick Square Mall
755 Highway 18

East Brunswick, NJ 08816

Sept. 12
“Rockin Fest” to support 

student veterans
11 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Sussex County College 
1 College Road

Newton, NJ 07860
Sept. 12

Veterans Outreach
Campaign

Veterans Health and
Wellness Expo
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Centre State Hospital
Auditorium #1 & 2
901 W. Main Street
Freehold, NJ 07728

Sept. 25
Stand Down of South 

Jersey
8 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Cherry Hill Armory
Park & Grove Street, 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002

New Guardlife
Clicking on the picture will take you to a PDF of the maga-
zine. Printed copies will be available soon!


