Home / NJ Labor Dept. Reports Slight Dip in New Unemployment Claims

NJ Labor Dept. Reports Slight Dip in New
Unemployment Claims

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 28, 2021

TRENTON - The New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development reported
a slight decrease in new unemployment applications last week, as it distributed the third week
of supplemental $300 payments to nearly 600,000 workers currently collecting benefits.

For the week ending Jan. 23, the Department reported 16,618* initial unemployment claims, a
decline of about 150 claims — or 1 percent — from the prior week. Nearly 2 million** initial
unemployment claims have been received since the COVID-19 pandemic took hold in mid-
March. Eligible claimants have received, on average, $14,930 in benefits.

Meanwhile, the third week of $300 payments, made available in the latest federal COVID-19
stimulus act, has been transferred to unemployment claimants’ direct deposit accounts or
debit cards. Total disbursement for the three payments was $450 million.

“After the Continued Assistance for Unemployed Workers Act was signed on Dec. 27, our
Department prioritized getting these payments to claimants as quickly as possible because
they benefit every New Jersey worker currently on unemployment,” said Labor Commissioner
Robert Asaro-Angelo.

Labor departments across the country are focused on completing the programming needed to
administer another benefit in the new COVID-19 relief act, the 11-week extension of Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance (PUA) and Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation
(PEUC), to claimants whose benefits expired.

A small percentage of claimants is experiencing a disruption in benefits primarily because the
new relief bill was passed and signed so close to the expiration of CARES Act funds, which did
not allow states enough time to reprogram their systems.

“We have great empathy for these claimants,” Asaro-Angelo said. “There are literally hundreds
of thousands of workers across the country in the unfortunate situation of experiencing a
disruption in their benefits.”

Click the images below to view them full-size.

Here are the week-by-week totals of new unemployment claims:
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As of the latest reporting, more than $33 billion in
unemployment benefits have been sent to Garden
State workers. With federal benefits set to expire
on September 4, we encourage everyone to check
your email and visit MyUnemployment.nj.gov for
updates and available resources.
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Weekly totals of new unemployment claims
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Here is the breakdown of weekly benefits payments to eligible New Jersey workers:
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Weekly breakdown of payments (in millions)
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March 21 $47.4

§57.9 NA NA NA NA NA NA
$89.8 NA | NA NA NA NA NA
$140.7 §1548 | NA NA NA NA NA
$179.7 2388 | NA NA NA NA ; NA
s211.1 §296.3 NA NA NA NA NA
$171.7 s211 | NA $27.1 NA NA f NA
§244.7 §502.4 NA §51.6 NA NA NA

May 16 $239.7 $414 NA $55.6 NA NA NA
May 23 $236.2 $5969 | NA $112.3 NA NA NA
May 30 $242.7 5535 | NA $87.7 NA NA NA
June 6 $255.5 $635.2 NA $56.6 $56.6 NA NA
June 13 $244.5 ss738 | NA $60.7 $46.5 NA [ NA
o $248.9 $626.1 NA $86.6 $37.4 NA NA
June2? LR 5597 | NA $73.5 $31.7 NA : NA

$202.9 $536.1 NA $71.7 $31.8 NA NA
July 11 $208.5 ss213 | NA $69.1 $24.4 §2.2 ' NA
July 18 $209.3 §524.5 NA $65.2 $22.7 §39 NA

§197.7 $526.2 NA §77 §25.7 s4.8 NA
s192.1 §5135 | NA §74.7 §33.7 $6.5 NA
52026 s2008 | NA $86.1 520 $6.2 NA

August 15 8175 5053 _ NA 4778 $23.7 £7.1 NA

" August22 $167.3 $70.3 | NA $52.1 $20.4 $6.7 | NA
pugust 29 GEAR 564.4 NA $79.7 $20.9 §7.2 NA
September 5 $129.3 556.4 I MA 584.4 $20.7 58 | MA
September 12 51529 5397 MA $87.6 521.2 £a.7 MA

September 19 3137 531.4 MA 585.3 $22.6 50.6 MNA
September 26 $127.2 535.5 MNA 589.5 $25.5 5101 MNA
October 3 $111.9 §23.2 | NA $82.7 $33.8 §10.4 | NA
october 10 G R 429 il NA | ses - sa54 | 8113 NA
October 17 $88.5 $20.5 | NA $84.5 $50.8 $11.8 | NA

October 24 $81.7 §18.2 NA $85.3 $56.2 §12.5 $1,146.5
Dctober 31 $76.3 5168 | NA $85.3 $58.3 $128 | $88.9

Movember 7 572.5 §13.2 MA 583.2 $59.7 5128 MA

 November 14 $68.2 $12.9 | NA $85.1 $61.9 $136 | sse2
November 21 $65.6 $12.4 NA $85.6 $62.4 $14.7 $33.3
Movember 28 $63.1 59 | NA $83.9 562.1 $13.5 | 5.3
December5 $61.1 516.2 NA $80.5 $59.1 512.8 MA
December 12 $66.1 §12.2 | NA 591.6 $66.9 £16.7 | NA

December 19 %61.3 s11.3 M& $86.3 $62.3 318 519.4
December 26 552.4 58.2 I MA 578.5 $50.3 515.7 MA
January 2 %529 558 MA 5859 547.4 521 MA
580 §7.8 | NA 595.6 $57.1 §35.3 | NA
 January 16 : NA $87.9 $40 $28.5 NA

January 23 : MA

TOTAL :
BENEEITS PAID $6,324.7 58.886.8 §288.3 $3.069.5 $1,393.2 $1,345.6

NA: Benefit not applicable during the indicated weeks.

PUA and PEUC were authorized by Congress under the CARES Act through Dec. 26, then
extended under the Continued Assistance to Unemployed Workers Act through March 13,
2021. The maximum eligibility for PUA is now 57 weeks. PEUC now provides up to 24 weeks
of additional benefits to those who exhaust 26 weeks of state unemployment. Extended
benefits (EB) adds a final 20 weeks of benefits. The renewed FPUC benefit is a $300/week
unemployment supplement for anyone collecting unemployment in any amount; the original
program, which provided $600/week in supplemental benefits, expired in July. Lost Wages
Assistance (LWA) was funded by FEMA and provided six weeks of supplemental benefits to
people unemployed Aug. 1 through Sept. 5 due to COVID.

For more information on state or federal unemployment programs,
visit myunemployment.nj.gov.

Visit New Jersey's jobs portal here: jobs.covid19.nj.gov.

For national unemployment data, visit https://www.dol.gov/ui/data.pdf. For archived NJ
claims data, visithttps://oui.doleta.gov/unemploy/DataDashboard.asp.

*This represents the final number for the week endingJan. 23. The number listed for New
Jersey by the US Department of Labor — 13,915 - is based on advanced reporting.
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**This number includes claims that have been reopened by residents who returned to
unemployment after a period of employment within a calendar year, as well as claims that
later turned out to be fraudulent.
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