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at two o’¢lock in the afternoon of said day, and
then and there proceed to make an allotment
between the said three townships of such poor
persons as shall ‘theit be chargeable upon the
townships of Roxbury and Pequanack; and
that the township of Jefferson shall takeand re-
ceive of the said townships of Roxbury and
Pequanack, all such poor persons as may be
reasonable for them to take, in proportion to
the taxable property contained within their re-
spective limits, and that the said township of
Jefterson shall be entitled to receive from the
said townships of Roxbury and Pequanack . . .
their equél proportion of all monies which raised for
hath been raised in said townships for the thepoorto
‘ A . bedivided.
support of the poor, and remains unexpended
“at the time of such division ; Provided, That
if either of the committees chosen as aforesaid,
shall neglect to mieet as aforesaid, it shall and
may be lawful for such committee as shall
meet; to proceed to such distribution of the
poor, and such other business as is by this act
prescribed and intended to be done.

Proviso.

AN ACT for the gradual abolition of slavery.
Pdsstd Fébruary 15, 1804,

Sec. 1. BE IT ENACTED by the coun- Everychila

cil and general assembly of this state, and it is %o of 2.
hereby enacted by the authority of the same, the fourth
"That every child born of a slave within this of July
State, after the fourth day of July next, shall be L=<,
free ; but shall remain the servant of the owner to remain
of his or her mother, and the executors, ad- 5™
ministrators or assigns of such owner, in the mates 25,

same if such ¢hi & females
same manner as if such ¢hild had been bound 21 years of

age.
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to service by the trustees or overseers of the
poor, and shall continue in such service, if a
male, until the age of twenty-five years, and if
a female until the age of twenty-one years.
3;’1‘1“8‘;‘:;' 2. And be it enacted, That every person,
tled to the being an inhabitant of this state, who shall be
:ﬁ';‘t’:cgh‘:lf 4 entitled to the service of a child born as afore-
todeliver Said, after the said fourth day of July next, shall
tothe  within nine menths after the birth of such
ft',i":o‘f,f,,ty child, cause to be delivered to the clerk of the
a certifi- © county whereof such person shall be an inhab.-
cdtes&e- jtant; a certificate in writing, containing the
name and addition of such person, and the
name, dge and sex of the child so born ; which
certificate, whether the same be delivered be-
fore or after the said nine months, shall be by
raeama’®  the said clerk recorded in a book to be by him
suchcer- provided for that purpose; and such récord
tifieate.  thereof shall be good evidence of the age of
such child ; and the clerk of such county shall
receive from said persor tivelve cents for every
child so registered : and if any person shall ne-
glect to deliver’ such “certificate to the said
Penaltyfor clerk within the said nine months; sich per-
2;’;.,‘;5{;,”; son shall forfeit and  pay for every such of:
certificate fence, five dollars, and the further ‘sum 6f one
tothe  dollar for every month sich person shall ne-
glect to deliver the same, to be sued for and
recovered by any person who will sue for the
same, the one half to the use of such prosecu-
tor, and the residue to the use of the poor of
the township in which such delinquent shall
reside.
Children 3. And be it enacted, That the person en-
. titled to the service of any child born as afore-
maybe Said, may, nevertheless, within one year after
abandoned the birth of such child, elect to abandon such

right; in which case a notification of such
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abandonnient, under the haud of such person,
shall be filed with the clerk of the township; or In what
‘Wwhere there may be a county poor-house es- ol
tablished, then with the clerk of the board of
trustees of said poor-house of the county in
which such person shall reside ; but every child
so abandoned shall be maintained by such per- ¢

. . . ee act of
son until such child arrives at the age of one mareh s,
year, and thereafter shall be considered as a1806.
pauper of such township or county, and liable SO
to be bound out by the trustees or overseers of g, to be
the poor in the same manner as other poor chil- maintain-
dren are directed to be bound out, until, if a 2202
male, the age of twenty-five, and i{ia fémaie,p g
the age of twenty-one ; and such child, while see act of
such pauper, until it shall be bound out, shall 22th Feb.
be maintained by the trustees or overseers of Comp.1094
the poor of such county or township, as the
case may be, at the expense of this state; and
for that purpose the director of the board of
chosen freeholders of the county is hereby re-
quired, from time to time, to draw his warrant
on the treasurer in favor of such trustees or
overseers for the amount of such expense, not
exceeding the Tate of three dollars per month ;
provided the accounts for the same be first
certified and approved by such beard of trus-
tees, or the town-committee of such township ;
and every person who shall omit to notify such
abandonment as aforesaid, shall be considered
_ as having elected to retain the service of such
child, and be liable for its maintenance until
the period to which its servitude is limited as
aforesaid.
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