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(e) Interlocal enforcement: When two or more municipal-
ities or a county and one or more municipalities enter into an
agreement to administer and enforce this chapter pursuant to
NJ.A.C. 5:23-4.6(b) and the Uniform Shared Services and
Consolidation Act (N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 et seq.), there shall be
one uniform fee schedule which shall be applied by all parties
to the agreement. Said fee shall be collected by the interlocal
enforcing agency performing the administration and enforce-
ment of the regulations. No additional fee shall be required to
be paid or be paid by an applicant to any municipality or
county for any Uniform Construction Code enforcement ser-
vice. The enforcing agency shall maintain financial records
showing for each municipality the amounts of money col-
lected and expended in the enforcement of this chapter.

Amended by R.1982 d.401, effective November 15, 1982.
See: 14 N.J.R. 495(a), 14 N.J.R. 1300(a).

Added (d). Prior to recodification of N.J.A.C. 5:23, this section was
codified at 5:23-4.8.

Amended by R.1982 d.402, effective November 15, 1982.
See: 14 N.J.R. 943(a), 14 N.J.R. 1300(b).

Added to (b)2 that copy of report ... must be filed every two years.
Emergency amendment, R.1989 d.405, effective July 3, 1989 (expires

September 1, 1989).

See: 21 N.J.R. 2127(b).

In (a): added “certificates of continued occupancy, certificate of ap-
proval” and deleted “moving of building permit ...”.

In (a)1: added language regarding rounding of dollar amounts in fees.
Adopted concurrent proposal, R.1989 d.512, effective September 1,

1989.

See: 21 N.J.R. 2127(a), 21 N.J.R. 3086(a).

Provisions of emergency amendment R.1989 d.405 readopted without
change.

Amended by R.1990 d.115, effective February 5, 1990 (operative March

1, 1990).

See: 21 N.J.R. 3348(a), 22 N.J.R. 352(a).

Requirements added at (c) for the establishment of a mechanism (ded-
ication by rider) to ensure construction fees are used for no other pur-
pose than to fund annual costs for the operation of enforcing agencies.
Amended by R.1990 d.489, effective October 1, 1990.

See: 22 N.J.R. 1871(a), 22 N.J.R. 3147(a).

Amended to state that appropriation of municipal construction code
fees may be done by rider or by estimates in advance, in accordance with
the Local Budget Law, N.J.S.A., 40A:4-1 et seq.

Amended by R.1992 d.148, effective April 6, 1992,
See: 24 N.LR. 169(a), 24 N.J.R. 1399(a).

Construction official may report based on the municipality’s ﬁscal
year.

Amended by R.1996 d.544, effective December 2, 1996 (operative

February 1, 1997).

See: 28 N.L.R. 3996(a), 28 N.J.R. 5071(a).
Amended by R.2006 d.355, effective October 2, 2006.
See: 38 N.LR. 1789(a), 38 N.J.R. 4175(a).
Added new (d); and recodified former (d) as ().
Administrative correction.
See: 38 N.J.R. 5355(c).
Administrative correction.
See: 44 N.J.R. 2947(a).

Case Notes

Fee schedules must be calculated to reasonably cover municipal code
enforcement costs. Bureau of Construction Code Enforcement v. Has-
brouck Heights, 4 N.J.A.R. 282 (1983).

Mew Jersey State Library
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5:23-4.18 Standards for municipal fees

(a) General:

1. The fee for plan review, computed as a percentage of
the fee for a construction permit, shall be paid at the time
of submission of an application for a permit. The amount
of this fee shall then be deducted from the amount of the
fee due for a construction permit, when the permit is is-
sued; provided however, that the municipality may provide
by ordinance that the plan review fee be paid at the time of
granting the permit. Plan review fees are not refundable.

2. The fee to be charged for a construction permit will
be the sum of the basic construction fee computed in ac-
cordance with (c) below herein plus any applicable special
fees, such as elevator or sign fees. This fee shall be paid
before a permit is issued.

3. The fee to be charged for a certificate of occupancy
shall be paid before a certificate is issued. This fee shall be
in addition to the construction permit fee;

4. The fee to be charged for an annual construction per-
mit shall be charged annually. This fee shall be a flat fee
based upon the number of maintenance workers employed
by the facility and who are primarily engaged in work that
is governed by a subcode. Managers, engineers and cler-
icals shall not be considered maintenance workers for the
purposes of establishing the annual construction permit fee.
Annual permits may be issued for building/fire protection,
electrical and plumbing. Annual permit fees shall be non-
refundable.

5. Prior to the issuance of the annual permit, a training
registration fee of $140.00 per subcode and a list of not
more than three individuals to be trained per subcode shall
be submitted by the applicant to the municipal construction
official, who shall forward the fee and list to the Depart-
ment of Community Affairs, Bureau of Code Services,
Training Section along with a copy of the construction
permit (Form F170). Checks shall be made payable to
“Treasurer, State of New Jersey.” The Department shall
register these individuals and notify them of the courses
being offered.

(b) Plan review fees:

1. Plan review fees shall be computed as a percentage
of the fee to be charged for the construction permit. This
percentage shall, to the extent possible, approximate the
actual costs incurred in plan review activities, but in any
case shall be not less than five percent nor more than 25
percent of the amount that would be charged for the con-
struction permit. For projects which do not require plan
review for all subcodes, the fee shall be the appropriate
percentage of the subcode fee which is applicable.

Supp. 11-19-12
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2. When plans have been reviewed and released by the
Department or when a plan review is waived by the
municipality in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.15(f)1x,
then the enforcing agency construction permit fee shall be
reduced by 20 percent from the amount otherwise specified
in the municipal enforcing agency fee schedule.

3. If a municipality has not established a plan review
fee by ordinance, 20 percent of the construction permit fee
shall be designated as the plan review fee for prototype
plans.

4. Whenever a permit application is received based on
a released prototype plan, the permit fee shall be reduced
by the amount of the plan review fee.

i.  For Statewide prototype plans released by the
Department or for other prototype plans where the proto-
type did not include the foundation detail, the construc-
tion permit fee shall be reduced by 15 percent from the
amount otherwise specified in the municipal enforcing
agency fee schedule.

5. The municipality may establish an hourly fee for
review of any amendment or change to a plan that has
already been released.

(c) Basic construction fee: The basic construction fee shall

and storage-use buildings, shall be less than the unit rate
for other types of buildings and occupancy classifica-
tions. This shall be clearly indicated in the ordinance and
schedule;

vi. Temporary structures and all structures for which
volume cannot be computed, such as swimming pools
and open structural towers, shall be charged a flat rate;

vii. Fees for minor construction work shall be based
upon the estimated cost of the work. The fee shall be
computed as a unit rate per $1,000 of estimated cost or
fraction thereof.

viii. Fees for retaining walls shall be as follows:

(1) A retaining wall with a surface area greater
than 550 square feet that is associated with a Class 3
residential structure shall have a flat fee.

(2) A retaining wall with a surface area of 550
square feet or less that is associated with a Class 3
residential structure shall have a flat fee,

(3) A newly constructed retaining wall of any size
at other than a Class 3 residential structure shall be
based on the cost of the construction.

ix. A different unit rate may be established for per-

be computed on the basis of the volume of the building or, in
the case of alterations, the estimated construction cost, and
the number and types of plumbing, electrical and fire protec-

mits for work done in response to Notices of Violation
issued pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.35.

tion fixtures and devices as herein provided.

1. Fees for new construction or alterations shall be as
follows:

i. Fees for renovations, alterations, reroofing, re-
pairs, and site construction associated with pre-engi-
neered systems of commercial farm buildings, premanu-
factured construction, and the external utility connec-
tions for premanufactured construction, shall be based
upon the estimated cost of the work. The fee shall be
computed as a unit rate per $1,000 of estimated cost.

ii. Fees for renovations, alterations, and repairs shall
be based upon the estimated cost of the work. The fee
shall be computed as a unit rate per $1,000 of estimated
cost.

iii. Fees for additions shall be computed on the same
basis as for new construction for the added portion;

iv. Fees for combination renovations and additions
shall be computed as the sum of the fees for the addition
and alteration computed separately in accordance with
(b) and (c) above;

v. The unit rates may vary for different occupancy
groups or structures of different sizes within the same
occupancy group. The unit rate for large, open-volume
buildings, such as barns, silos, greenhouses, warehouses,
distribution centers, and other agricultural, recreational,

Supp. 11-19-12
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2. Plumbing fixtures and stacks: Fees shall be based
upon the number of plumbing fixtures, devices, plumbing
stacks and utility service connections to be installed. Utility
service connections include sewer connections and water
service connections. The fee shall be a unit rate per fixture,
stack, and utility service connection. The unit rate may
vary for different types of fixtures and utility service pipes,
but this shall be clearly indicated in the ordinance and
schedule. There shall be no inspection fee charged for gas
service entrances.

3. Electrical fixtures and devices: Fees shall be based
upon the number of electrical fixtures or rating of electrical
equipment and devices to be installed. The fee shall be a
unit rate per fixture or per kilowatt, horsepower or ampere

rating of the device or equipment. The unit rate may vary

for different types of fixtures or devices, but this shall be
clearly indicated in the ordinance and schedule.

4. Fees shall be based upon the number of sprinkler
heads, standpipes, and detectors (smoke and heat) and shall
be reasonable unit charges. Fees may also be charged for
the inspection of premanufactured fire suppression sys-
tems, for gas and oil fired appliances not connected to the
plumbing system, for kitchen exhaust systems and for in-
cinerators, replacement of an existing transmission means
as per N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.17A(c)5v, and crematoriums. The
municipal ordinance shall clearly set forth what fees are to
be charged for what devices.

Next Page is 23-80.1
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UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION CODE 5:23-4.18

5. The municipality shall set a flat fee for a mechanical water piping connections, including the bonding conductor
. inspection performed by a mechanical inspector or a (jumper), associated with the mechanical equipment in-
k\'-v\" plumbing inspector in a structure of Group R-3, R-4, or spected.

R-5. No separate fee shall be charged for gas, fuel oil, or

Next Page is 23-81 23-80.1 Supp. 11-19-12
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6. Fees for construction permits for individual tenant
spaces in multi-tenant buildings shall be applied as follows:

i. If full plans and specifications for the space(s)
are not part of the original permit application, the fee for
permit updates shall be based on the cost of the work.
For electrical, fire, and plumbing work, the fees for
permit updates shall be based on the equipment installed
in accordance with (c)2, 3, or 4 above.

(d) Demolition permit fees: Permit fees for demolition of a
building or structure shall be a flat fee. This fee may vary
according to type of structure or whether there has been a
condemnation, but this shall be clearly indicated in the ordi-
nance and schedule.

(e) Sign permit fees: The fee for a permit to construct a
sign shall be either based upon the square foot area of the
surface of the sign, computed on one side only for double-
faced signs, or a flat fee per sign.

() Certificate fees:

1. The fee for a certificate of occupancy for new con-
struction shall be computed as a percentage of the fee to be
charged for the construction permit. This percentage shall
be an amount sufficient to cover the actual costs for proc-
essing the certificate of occupancy. In the alternative, the
municipality may establish a flat fee for the certificate of
occupancy.

2. The municipality shall establish a flat fee for certifi-
cate of continued occupancy, for certificate of occupancy
granted pursuant to a change of use, for multiple certifi-
cates of occupancy (as for a shopping center), and similar
conditions.

3. The fee for the first issuance and the renewal of a
temporary certificate of occupancy shall not exceed
$30.00.

i.  Exception: There shall be no fee for the first
issuance of the temporary certificate of occupancy pro-
vided the certificate of occupancy fee is paid at that
time.

4. Where a written request for a temporary certificate
of occupancy is made for reasons other than uncompleted
work covered by the permit (such as prior approvals from
state or municipal agencies), the duration of the temporary
certificate of occupancy shall be reasonably consistent with
the time required for compliance with the conditions of the
prior approval.

5. There shall be no fee charged for a certificate of
approval issued pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.23(j).

6. There shall be no fee for a certificate of compliance.

(g) Elevator, backflow preventer and cross connection fees
are as follows:

23-81

1. The fee for a permit to install an elevator device
shall be a flat fee. The fee may vary for different types of
inspections, tests and elevator devices.

2. The fees for inspections and witnessing of tests for
an elevator, escalator, moving walk, dumbwaiter or other
elevator device shall be flat fees. These fees may vary for
different required inspections and tests, but any variation
shall be set forth in the ordinance and the schedule.

3. The categories of municipal elevator fees shall be
identical to the categories of elevator fees listed at N.J.A.C.
5:23-12.6(a) and (b).

4. For cross-connections and backflow preventers that
are subject to annual re-testing, the fee shall be a flat fee.

(h) No special fee shall be established for any class or type
of work which is undertaken as a part of work authorized by a
construction permit, except elevator and sign permits as
herein provided. Other special fees may be established for
work regulated by the code but not undertaken as a part of the
new construction project. Such special fees shall be flat fees.

(i) Rules concerning the appeal of fees are:

1. Whenever any person shall believe that the fees
established by a municipality, pursuant to this subsection,
fail to meet the standards of this section for establishing
fees, that person shall be entitled to petition the commis-
sioner for a review of the fee schedule in question.

i.  Any such petition shall state the name, place of
residence and the manner in which the fee schedule af-
fects the petitioner. It shall further state the manner in
which the petitioner believes the fees established to be
inconsistent with the standards established herein.

ii. If, upon investigation, the commissioner deter-
mines that there is reason to believe that the fees in
question do not meet the standards established herein,
then the commissioner shall set a time and the place for
a hearing. The purpose of the hearing shall be to deter-
mine the facts.

iii. No such hearing shall be called except upon 30
days notice to the municipality and the petitioner. The
municipality shall be required to furnish such infor-
mation concerning construction volume, construction ac-
tivity, and local enforcing agency costs as the commis-
sioner may require in order that a determination may be
made.

iv. As soon as practical after the conclusion of such
a hearing, the commissioner shall make a finding and
determination as to whether the fee schedule in question,
as a whole or in any of its parts, conforms or fails to
conform to the standards established in this section.

2. In addition to any other actions that he may take
upon determining that the fees established by a munici-
pality fail to meet the standards of this section, the com-.
missioner may order the repayment of the excess amount
of such fees to the persons who have paid them.

Supp. 11-5-12
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3. Any appeal of hourly charges imposed pursuant to
(/) below shall be made in accordance with N.J.S.A.
40:55D-53.2a and N.J.A.C. 5:23A.

(j) Fees to be charged by municipalities where private on-
site inspection and plan review agencies carry out subcode
official responsibilities shall not exceed those amounts to be
paid to those private agencies for those services, pursuant to
the contract between the private agency and the municipality,
plus such amount as may be sufficient to cover a propor-
tionate share of administrative costs incurred by the local
enforcing agency in connection with inspections performed
by private agencies.

(k) The fee charged for the annual electrical inspection of a
swimming pool, spa, or hot tub shall be a flat fee and the
amount of the fee shall be set to cover the cost. A reduced fee
shall be set for each additional swimming pool, spa, or hot
tub on a site.

(/) Fees for development-wide inspection of homes after
issuance of a certificate of occupancy shall be in accordance
with N.J.A.C. 5:23-4.17(d).

Amended by R.1984 d.260, effective July 2, 1984.
See: 16 NJ.R. 3(a), 16 NJ.R. 1714(c).

Section substantially amended.

Amended by R.1985 d.351, effective July 15, 1985.
See: 17 N.J.R. 1029(a), 17 N.J.R. 1756(b).

Old (a)4 deleted and new text substituted.
Amended by R.1986 d.213, effective June 16, 1986.
See: 17 N.J.R. 2490(a), 18 N.J.R. 1266(a).

Added text to (a)4 “annual permit-fees shall be non-refundable” and
(a)5 “Prior to the issuance of the annual permit” and “Bureau of
Construction Code Enforcement.”

Emergency amendment, R.1989 d.405, effective July 3, 1989 (expires

September 1, 1989).

See: 21 NJ.R. 2127(b).

Minor technical changes made throughout section. ’

Adopted concurrent proposal, R.1989 d.512, effective September 1,

1989 (operative January 1, 1990 for 4.18(c)-(e)).

See: 21 NJ.R. 2127(a), 21 N.J.R. 3086(a).

Provisions of emergency amendment R.1989 d.405 readopted with
change.

Added sections (c)4; (k)1iv and v.

Deleted sections (e), “Removal permit fees™; (/)1ii, “Fire subcode™;
and (/)4, “Elevator fees . . .”, with renumbering and recodification.
Amended by R.1991 d.325, effective July 1, 1991.

See: 23 N.J.R. 805(a), 23 N.J.R. 2046(a).

Uniform flat fees for elevators to be set forth in ordinance and

schedule.
Amended by R.1992 d.230, effective June 1, 1992.
See: 24 NJ.R. 168(a), 24 N.J.R. 2052(a).
Form numbers changed in (a)5.
Amended by R.1992 d.313, effective August 3, 1992.
See: 24 N.J.R. 1846(a), 24 N.J.R. 2712(b).
No inspection fee for gas service entrances.
Amended by R.1993 d.187, effective May 3, 1993.
See: 25 NJ.R. 624(a), 25 N.J.R. 1875(a).
Added (c)5.
Amended by R.1993 d.353, effective July 19, 1993.
See: 25 N.LR. 1629(a), 25 N.J.R. 3147(a).
Amended by R.1993 d.665, effective December 20, 1993.
See: 25 N.J.R. 4548(a), 25 N.J.R. 5928(a).
Amended by R.1994 d.96, effective February 22, 1994.
See: 25 N.J.R. 5388(a), 26 N.J.R. 1073(a).
Amended by R.1994 d.323, effective July 5, 1994 (operative January 1,
1995).
See: 25 NJ.R. 2162(a), 26 N.J.R. 2780(a).
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Amended by R.1995 d.381, effective July 17, 1995.
See: 27 N.J.R. 970(a), 27 N.J.R. 2715(a).
Amended by R.1995 d.475, effective September 5, 1995 (operative

January 1, 1996).

See: 27 NJ.R. 1716(a), 27 N.J.R. 3325(a).

In (a)(5) added individuals to be trained and registered.

Amended by R.1995 d.476, effective September 5, 1995 (operative

January 1, 1996).

See: 27 N.ILR. 1846(a), 27 N.J.R. 3325(b).

Rewrote (f) and (g).

Amended by R.1995 d.603, effective November 20, 1995 (operative

March 20, 1996).

See: 27 N.J.R. 2655(a), 27 N.J.R. 4699(a).
Amended by R.1997 d.409, effective October 6, 1997.
See: 29 NJ.R. 2736(a), 29 NJ.R. 4281(a).
Amended by R.1997 d.418, effective October 6, 1997.
See: 29 N.J.R. 3402(a), 29 N.J.R. 4286(a).

In (c)5, inserted reference plumbing inspector.
Amended by R.2000 d.47, effective February 7, 2000.
See: 31 NJ.R. 2314(a), 32 N.J.R. 443(a).

Rewrote (¢)3; and added (/).

Amended by R.2001 d.347, effective October 1, 2001.
See: 32 NJ.R. 3218(a), 33 N.J.R. 3430(a).

Rewrote (f).

Amended by R.2004 d.67, effective February 17, 2004.
See: 35 NJ.R. 4627(a), 36 N.J.R. 949(b).

In (c), rewrote 5.

Amended by R.2004 d.144, effective April 5, 2004.
See: 35 NJ.R. 4944(a), 36 N.J.R. 1753(a).

In (b), rewrote 2, deleted the N.J.A.C. reference in 3 and added 4;
deleted former (i) and recodified former (j) through (/) as (i) through (k).
Amended by R.2005 d.446, effective December 19, 2005.

See: 37 N.J.R. 2747(a), 37 N.J.R. 4907(a).

Added (c)lviii.

Amended by R.2006 d.120, effective April 3, 2006.
See: 37 N.J.R. 3753(a), 38 N.J.R. 1567(a).

In (c)5, added *, including the bonding conductor (jumper),”.
Amended by R.2006 d.128, effective April 3, 2006.

See: 37 N.J.R. 4106(a), 38 N.J.R. 1573(a).

In (j), substituted “plus such amount as may be sufficient to cover a
proportionate share of administrative costs incurred by the local
enforcing agency in connection with inspections performed by private
agencies” for “by more than 15 percent”.

Amended by R.2006 d.355, effective October 2, 2006.
See: 38 N.IR. 1789(a), 38 N.L.R. 4175(a).

Added (¢)lix, ()3 and (/).

Amended by R.2007 d.125, effective May 7, 2007.
See: 38 N.J.R. 3707(a), 39 N.J.R. 1671(a).

Added (c)6.
Amended by R.2007 d.310, effective October 1, 2007.
See: 39 N.J.R. 135(a), 39 N.J.R. 4113(b).

Added (b)5.
Administrative correction.
See: 39 N.J.R. 4571(a).
Amended by R.2012 d.139, effective July 16, 2012.
See: 44 N.J.R. 8(a), 44 N.J.R. 1969(a).

In (c)4, inserted “, replacement of an existing transmission means as
per N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.17A(c)5v,”.

Amended by R.2012 d.179, eftective November 5, 2012,
See: 44 N.J.R. 1679(a), 44 N.J.R. 2557(a).

Rewrote (c)1v and (k); and in (g)4, substituted “annual re-testing” for

“testing and require reinspection”.

Case Notes

Owner was not entitled to hearing before administrative law judge lo
review adverse determination of Department of Community Affairs re-
garding its challenge to permit fecs charged in connection with con-
struction of new building absent evidence that township’s permit fee
revenues exceeded its expenditures, in violation of governing law. Toys
R Us, Inc. v. Township of Mount Olive, 300 N.J.Super. 585, 693 A.2d
539 (A.D.1997).
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Fee standards violation. Bureau of Construction Code Enforcement v.
Hasbrouck Heights, 4 N.J.A.R. 282 (1983).

5:23-4.19 New Jersey State permit surcharge fees

(a) In order to provide for the training and certification and
technical support programs required by the Act, an enforcing
agency, including the Department when acting as the local
agency, shall collect a surcharge fee to be based upon the
volume of new construction within the municipality. Said fee
shall be accounted for and forwarded to the Division of Codes
and Standards in the manner herein provided.

(b) Amount: This fee shall be in the amount of $0.00371
per cubic foot volume of new buildings and additions.
Volume shall be computed in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:23-
2.28. The fee for all other construction shall be $1.90 per
$1,000 of value of construction.

1. No fee shall be collected for preengineered systems
of commercial farm buildings.

2. No fee shall be collected for permits to perform
asbestos abatement or lead abatement.

3. No fee shall be collected for permits for the con-
struction or rehabilitation of residential units that are to be
legally restricted to occupancy by households of low or
moderate income, as defined in N.J.A.C. 5:43-1.5.

4. No fee shall be collected for demolition of buildings
or structures.

5. No fee shall be collected for work consequential to a
natural disaster when the local code enforcement agency is
waiving its fee.

6. The minimum permit surcharge fee shall be $1.00.
(c) Remitting and reporting;:

1. The municipality shall remit fees to the Bureau on a
quarterly basis, in conjunction with report number R-840B
State Training Fee Report in accordance with N.J.A.C.
5:23-4.5(e). Fees remitted shall be for the quarter. Checks
shall be made payable to “Treasurer, State of New Jersey.”

Amended by R.1982 d.220, effective July 19, 1982.
See: 14 N.J.R. 456(a), 14 N.J.R. 755(b).

In (c)3i deleted “state fiscal” and “third and fourth quarter” and added
“quarters of the calendar” year. In (c)3ii deleted reporting on an annual
basis and added quarterly report. Also added iii and (1). Prior to
recodification of N.J.A.C. 5:23, this section was codified at 5:23-4.8(c).
Amended by R.1983 d.611, effective January 3, 1984.

See: 15 N.J.R. 1789(a), 16 N.J.R. 45(b).

In (c), deleted old 1.-3. and added new 1.

Emergency adoption, R.1989 d.405, effective July 3, 1989 (expires

September 1, 1989).

See: 21 N.J.R. 2127(b).

In (b): changed “will” to “shall” and changed “$0.0006” to “$0.0014”
per cubic foot.

Adopted concurrent proposal, R.1989 d.512, effective September 1,

1989.

See: 21 N.J.R. 2127(a), 21 N.J.R. 3086(a).

Provisions of emergency amendment R.1989 d.405 readopted without

change.

23-82.1

Amended by R.1990 d.61, effective February 5, 1990.
See: 21 N.J.R. 3346(b), 22 N.J.R. 351(b).
At (c)1, monthly reporting and fee submissions changed to quarterly.
Amended by R.1991 d.181, effective April 1, 1991, operative July 1,
1991.
See: 23 N.LR. 257(b), 23 N.J.R. 1029(a).
In (b) increased fee amount from $0.0014 to $0.0016 per cubic foot.
Amended by R.1992 d.47, effective February 3, 1992.
See: 23 N.J.R. 3440(a), 24 N.J.R. 405(a).
Fees to be paid to Regulatory Affairs.
Amended by R.1992 d.392, effective October 5, 1992.
See: 24 N.J.R. 2657(a), 24 N.J.R. 3521(b).
Fee amount amended at (b).
Amended by R.1995 d.603, effective November 20, 1995 (operative
March 20, 1996).
See: 27 N.J.R. 2655(a), 27 N.J.R. 4699(a).
Administrative correction.
See: 28 N.J.R. 1981(b).
Amended by R.1997 d.303, effective July 21, 1997.
See: 29 N.J.R. 1437(b), 29 N.J.R. 3247(a).
Subdivided (b); in (b), deleted reference to preengineered systems of
commercial farm buildings; and added (b)2.
Amended by R.2001 d.194, effective June 18, 2001.
See: 33 N.J.R. 1041(a), 33 N.J.R. 2097(a).
In (a), substituted “Division of Codes and Standards” for “Bureau of
Regulatory Affairs”; in (b), added 3 and 4.
Amended by R.2002 d.42, effective February 4, 2002.
See: 33 N.J.R. 3713(a), 34 N.J.R. 732(a).
In (b), added 5.
Amended by R.2002 d.260, effective August 5, 2002.
See: 34 N.LR. 1572(a), 34 N.J.R. 2781(c).
In (b), substituted “$0.0019” for “$0.0016” and “$0.96” for “$0.80” in
the introductory paragraph.
Administrative correction.
See: 35 N.J.R. 2208(b).
Amended by R.2003 d.249, effective June 16, 2003.
See: 35 N.J.R. 1361(a), 35 N.J.R. 2639(a).
In (b), substituted “$0.00265” for “$0.0019” and “$1.35” for “$0.96”.
Amended by R.2009 d.77, effective March 2, 2009.
See: 40 N.J.R. 5895(a), 41 N.J.R. 1009(b).
In the introductory paragraph of (b), substituted “$0.00334” for
“$0.00265” and “$1.70” for “$1.35”; and added (b)6.
Amended by R.2014 d.149, effective October 6, 2014.
See: 46 N.J.R. 898(a), 46 N.J.R. 2024(a).
In the introductory paragraph of (b), substituted “$0.00371” for
“$0.00334” and “$1.90” for “1.70”.

5:23-4.20 Department fees
(a) General:

1. The fee for plan review, computed as a percentage of
the fee for a construction permit, shall be paid at the time
of application for a permit. The amount of this fee shall
then be deducted from the amount of the fee due for a
construction permit, when the permit is issued. Plan review
fees are not refundable.

2. The fee to be charged for a construction permit will
be the sum of the basic construction fee plus all applicable
special fees, such as elevator or sign fees. This fee shall be
paid before a permit is issued.

3. The fee to be charged for a certificate of occupancy
shall be paid before a certificate is issued. This fee shall be
in addition to the construction permit fee.

4. Where the Department, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:23-
4.24, is designated as the plan review agency, or when the
Department has been requested to provide plan review
services by a municipality pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:23-4.24,
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or when the Department is designated as the local enforc-
ing agency pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:23-4.3, the following
schedule of fees shall pertain.

5. The construction or rehabilitation of residential units
that are to be legally restricted to occupancy by households
of low or moderate income shall be exempted from the fees
set forth in (b) and (c) below and otherwise payable to the
Department.

6. No fee shall be collected for work consequential to a
natural disaster when the Department is the local enforcing

agency.
(b) Departmental plan review fee:

1. The plan review fee for new construction shall be
based upon the volume of the structure.

i.  For buildings or structures in Use Groups A, F,
or S, the plan review fee shall be $.014 per cubic foot;

ii. For health care facilities in Use Groups B or I,
the plan review fee shall be $.031 per cubic foot; and

iii. For all other buildings or structures, the plan
review fee shall be $.022 per cubic foot.

2. The plan review fee for renovations, alterations,
repairs, site construction associated with pre-engineered
systems of commercial farm buildings, premanufactured
construction, and external utility connections for pre-
manufactured construction shall be based upon the esti-
mated cost of work.

i.  For health care facilities in Use Groups B or I,
the fee shall be $20.00 per $1,000 or part thereof for
estimated cost not exceeding $50,000, $16.00 per $1,000
or part thereof for estimated cost in excess of the first
$50,000 and not exceeding $100,000, and $13.00 per
$1,000 or part thereof for estimated cost in excess of the
first $100,000; and

ii. For all other buildings or structures, the fee shall
be $15.00 per $1,000 or part thereof for estimated cost
not exceeding $50,000, $11.00 per $1,000 or part thereof
for estimated cost in excess of the first $50,000 and not
exceeding $100,000, and $10.00 per $1,000 or part
thereof for estimated cost in excess of the first $100,000.

3. The elevator device plan review fee shall be as set
forth in (c)6 and 7 below.

4. There shall be an additional fee of $64.00 per hour
for review of any amendment or change to a plan that has
already been released.

5. In any case where the Department conducts plan re-
view for a local enforcing agency, the fee charged by the
local enforcing agency for inspection services shall be 80
percent of the fee that would otherwise be determined un-
der the local fee schedule.
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(c) Departmental (enforcing agency) fees shall be as fol-

lows:

1. The fee for plan review shall be 20 percent of the
amount to be charged for a construction permit.

i.  The elevator device plan review fee shall be as in
(c)6 and 7 below.

ii. The fee for plan review for Statewide prototype
plans released by the Department ot for other prototype
plans where the prototype did not include the foundation
detail shall be five percent of the amount to be charged
for a construction permit.

2. The basic construction permit fee shall be the sum of
the parts computed on the basis of the volume or cost of
construction, the number of plumbing fixtures and pieces
of equipment, the number of electrical fixtures and rating
of electrical devices, the number of sprinklers, standpipes,
and detectors (smoke and heat) at the unit rates, and/or the
applicable flat fees as provided in this subchapter plus any
special fees.

i.  Building volume or cost: The fees for new con-
struction or alteration are as follows:

(1) Fees for new construction shall be based upon
the volume of the structure. Volume shall be com-
puted in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.28. The new
construction fee shall be in the amount of $0.038 per
cubic foot of volume for buildings and structures of
all use groups and types of construction as classified
and defined in articles 3 and 6, respectively, of the
building subcode; except that the fee shall be $0.021
per cubic foot of volume for use groups A-1, A-2, A-
3, A-4, A-5, F-1, F-2, S-1, and S-2, and the fee shall
be $0.0011 per cubic foot for structures on farms,
including commercial farm buildings under N.J.A.C.
5:23-3.2(d), with the maximum fee for such structures
on farms not to exceed $1,602.

(2) Fees for renovations, alterations, and repairs
or site construction associated with pre-engineered
systems of commercial farm buildings, premanufac-
tured construction, and the external utility connection
for premanufactured construction shall be based upon
the estimated cost of work. The fee shall be in the
amount of $34.00 per $1,000 for the first $50,000,
prorated. From $50,001 to and including $100,000,
the fee on the amount exceeding $50,000 shall be in
the amount of $26.00 per $1,000 of estimated cost,
prorated. Above $100,000, the fee on the amount
exceeding $100,000 shall be in the amount of $22.00
per $1,000 of estimaied cost, prorated. For the
purpose of determining estimated cost, the applicant
shall submit to the Department such cost data as may
be available produced by the architect or engineer of
record, or by a recognized estimating firm, or by the
contractor. A bona fide contractor’s bid, if available,
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shall be submitted. The Department shall make the
final decision regarding estimated cost.

(3) Fees for additions shall be computed on the
same basis as for new construction for the added
portion.

(4) Fees for combination renovations and addi-
tions shall be computed as the sum of the fees com-
puted separately in accordance with items (2) and (3)
above.

(5) The fee for tents, in excess of 900 square feet
or more than 30 feet in any dimension, shall be
$129.00.

(6) The fee for roofing and siding work com-
pleted on structures of Group R-3 or R-5 shall be
$65.00.

(7) The fee for an above-ground swimming pool
shall be $140.00 for a pool with a surface area greater
than 550 square feet; the fee in all other cases shall be
$70.00. The fee for an in-ground swimming pool shall
be $210.00 for a pool with a surface area greater than
550 square feet; the fee in all other cases shall be
$106.00.

(8) Fees for retaining walls shall be as follows:

(A) The fee for a retaining wall with a surface
area greater than 550 square feet that is associated
with a Class 3 residential structure shall be
$210.00;

(B) The fee for a retaining wall with a surface
area of 550 square feet or less that is associated
with a Class 3 residential structure shall be
$106.00; and

(C) The fee for a newly constructed retaining
wall of any size at other than a Class 3 residential
structure shall be based on the cost of the con-
struction.

ii. Plumbing fixtures and equipment: The fees shall

be as follows:

(1) The fee shall be in the amount of $15.00 per
fixture, piece of equipment, or appliance connected to
the plumbing system, and for each appliance
connected to the gas piping or oil piping system,
except as indicated in (c)2ii(2) below.

(2) The fee shall be $91.00 per special device for
the following: grease traps, oil separators, refrig-
eration units, utility service connections, backflow
preventers equipped with test ports (double check
valve assembly, reduced pressure zone, and pressure
vacuum breaker backflow preventers), steam boilers,
hot water boilers (excluding those for domestic water
heating), active solar systems, sewer pumps, and
interceptors. There shall be no inspection fee charged
for gas service entrances.
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iii. Electrical fixtures and devices: The fee shall be

as follows:
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