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Amended by R.1996 d.587, effective December 16, 1996 (operative 
January 1, 1997). 

See: 28 N.J.R. 3998(a), 28 N.J.R. 5231(a). 
Substantially amended section. 

7:25-14.5 Noncommercial licenses for crab pot/trot lines 
and crab dredges 

(a) No individual shall take or attempt to take crabs by 
means of crab pots, trot lines or crab dredges without having 
in his or her possession a valid license issued by the 
Division. 

7:25-14.5 

1. The Division will issue a noncommercial crab pot/ 
trot line license for no more than two crab pots or two 
trot lines. Trot lines shall not exceed 150 feet in length 
with a maximum of 25 baits attached. Pots and trot lines 
shall be marked with the licenses number. There is no 
fee for this noncommercial license. All licenses shall 
expire on December 31 of the c.alendar year for which 
they were issued. 

2. The Division shall issue a noncommercial crab 
dredge license subject to the following provisions: 
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i. The number of dredges on any one vessel shall not 
exceed two; 

ii. The maximum weight of each dredge shall be 80 
pounds; 

iii. The maximum length of the tooth bar shall be 38 
inches; · 

iv. The maximum length of teeth shall be three 
inches; 

v. The maximum space between teeth shall be three 
inches, measured at the base; 

vi. Mechanical dredge haulers are prohibited; 

vii. No person shall catch, take or attempt to catch 
or take crabs by means of a crab dredge except during 
the times and seasons set forth in N.J.A.C. 7:25-14.7(d) 
and (e); 

viii. All organisms other than crabs taken by crab 
dredge shall be immediately returned to the water; and 

ix. There is a fee of $15.00 for this noncommercial 
license. 

3. Crabs taken under provisions of a noncommercial 
license may not be sold or used for barter. The maxi
mum harvest and/or possession of crabs for the noncom
mercial crabber is one bushel per day per person. 

Amended by R.1994 d.l52, effective March 21, 1994. 
See: 25 N.J.R. 4831{a), 26 N.J.R. 1337(b). 
Amended by R.1996 d.587, effective December 16, 1996 (operative 

January 1, 1997). 
See: 28 N.J.R. 3998(a), 28 N.J.R. 5231{a). 

Applied section to crab dredges; recodified (a)2 as (a)3; and 
inserted new (a)2. 

7:25-14.6 Placement and marking of pots and trot lines 

(a) Each crab pot shall be clearly and visibly marked with 
a buoy, stake or permanent identification tag bearing the 
license number of the owner. All crab pot buoys shall be 
marked with fluorescent or reflective paint, tape or other 
reflective material or reflectors. Floating line shall not be 
used on any crab pot or crab pot buoys. 

(b) Each trot line shall be marked at both ends with a 
clearly visible stake or buoy. No trot line shall be set within 
100 feet of another trot line. ' 

(c) No pot shall be placed in a creek, ditch or tributary 
less than 50 feet wide at mean low water unless approved by 
the Division. No pot or trot line shall be placed in any 
man-made lagoon or in any marked or charted channel 
except noncommercially licensed pots fastened to a pier or 
other shore connected structure by a line no larger than 
twice the depth of the water at that point. Any pot placed 
in any body of water less than 150 feet wide from shoreline 
to shoreline at mean low water or in any man-made lagoon 
shall contain terrapin excluder devices pursuant to N.J.A.C. 
7:25-14.1. 

7:25-14.7 

(d) No pot or trot line shall be placed in areas designated 
by the Division after consultation with the Shellfisheries 
Council and the Marine Fisheries Council, as off limits for 
the catching of crabs by means of pots or trot lines, except 
noncommercially licensed pots fastened to a pier or other 
shore connected structure by a line no longer than twice the 
depth of the water at that point. 

(e) At no time shall any pot or trot line be placed to 
obstruct or impede navigation. 

Amended by R.1985 d.560, effective November 4, 1985. 
See: 17 N.J.R. 1830(a), 17 N.J.R. 2608(a). 

"Stake" substituted for "state". 
Amended by R.1994 d.152, effective March 21, 1994. 
See: 25 N.J.R. 4831(a), 26 N.J.R. 1337(b). 
Petition for Rulemaking. 
See: 27 N.J.R. 944(b), 27 N.J.R. 1478(c). 
Amended by R.1996 d.587, effective December 16, 1996 (operative 

January 1, 1997). 
See: 28 N.J.R. 3998(a), 28 N.J.R. 5231(a). 

Recodified (a)2 as (a)3 and inserted new (a)2; and in (c), added 
provision relating to terrapin excluder devices. 

7:25-14.7 Use of crab dredges 

(a) An individual shall not catch or take crabs by dredges 
without having his or her valid crab dredge license in his or 
her possession. A Delaware Bay commercial crab dredge 
licensee may authorize an agent to operate a crab dredge 
vessel if the agent is in possession of the said licensee's 
license and a letter of authorization from said licensee, 
issued and notarized by the Division, indicating the license 
number and vessel registration number of the vessel that the 
agent is authorized to operate. 

1. No boat shall have more than four dredges working 
at the same time, except in Delaware Bay where no boat 
shall have more than two dredges working at the same 
time. 

2. The maximum length of each tooth bar shall be 75 
inches north of Route 36 (Highlands Bridge) and in the 
Atlantic Ocean, but if two or fewer dredges are in posses
sion north of Route 36 (Highlands Bridge) or in the 
Atlantic Ocean then the maximum length of each tooth 
bar shall be 96 inches. The maximum length of each 
tooth bar shall be 54 inches in Delaware Bay, but if no 
more than one dredge is in possession in Delaware Bay 
then the maximum length of each tooth bar shall be 96 
inches. The maximum length of the tooth bar in all other 
crab dredge areas shall be 38 inches. 

3. The maximum weight of each dredge shall be 400 
pounds north of Route 36 (Highlands Bridge) and in the 
Atlantic Ocean, but if two or fewer dredges are in posses
sion north of Route 36 (Highlands Bridge) or in the 
Atlantic Ocean then the maximum weight of each dredge 
shall be 500 pounds. There is no weight limit for dredges 
used in Delaware Bay. The maximum weight of each 
dredge in all other crab dredge areas shall be 80 pounds. 
All weights refer to the weight of the dredge and collect
ing bag. 
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7:25-14.7 

4. The maximum length of teeth shall be six inches 
north of Route 36 (Highlands Bridge), the Delaware Bay 
and in the Atlantic Ocean and three inches in all other 
crab dredge areas. 

5. Shellfish harvested from Delaware Bay Areas 2 and 
3 may be retained as provided under N.J.S.A. 50:3-16.13 
and N.J.S.A. 50:3-16.20. Simultaneous possession of 
shellfish and a dredge larger than specified in N.J.S.A. 
50:3-16.20 shall be prima facie evidence of a violation of 
this section. 

6. The minimum space between teeth shall be three 
inches in all crab dredge areas, measured at the base. 

7. A toothless bar shall be allowed in place of a tooth 
bar in all waters, provided each toothless bar is no greater 
in length than the tooth bar lengths, specified at (a)2 
above. 

8. Chains shall be allowed in place of a tooth bar or 
toothless bar in all waters provided that the width of each 
dredge opening or mouth and the distance between the 
chain attachment points on the dredge are no greater in 
width than the tooth bar lengths specified at (a )2 above. 

9. The collecting bag of a dredge, if material, shall have 
mesh not less than two inches bar measure or four inches 
stretched measure; if wire, shall not be less than two 
inches bar mesh (inside measurement) or two and one
half inches inside diameter if circular; if metal, the 0-
rings shall not be less than two inches in diameter and 
shall be connected with no more than six "S" hooks that 
measure not less than two inches in length as measured to 
the inside of the "S" configuration. 

10. Each dredge shall be independently and separately 
attached to a vessel by a single cable or tow line; except 
that two dredges can be towed by a single· line in the 
Atlantic Ocean, Delaware Bay and north of Route 36 
(Highlands Bridge) provided that the dredges are not 
solidly attached to each other in any way and are fastened 
to the tow line by a bridle that allows the dredges to act 
independently of each other. 

(b) No person shall catch, take, or attempt to take crabs 
by dredge from any area except the "crab dredge area" as 
defined in the definitions section. No person shall dredge 
or attempt to dredge crabs on any marked leased shellfish 
grounds, except for a lessee on his or her leased sheilfish 
grounds in Delaware Bay. A lessee may authorize an agent 
to dredge crabs on his or her leased shellfish grounds in 
Delaware Bay if the agent is in possession of the said 
lessee's licenses(s) and a letter of authorization from said 
lessee issued and notarized by the Division, indicating the 
license number( s) and vessel registration number of the 
vessel that the agent is authorized to operate. No person 
shall dredge or attempt to dredge crabs within 50 yards of 
any marked leased shellfish grounds. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

(c) Any clams, oysters, scallops, mussels, other bivalve 
mollusks, or finfish, which may be caught incidentally to the 
catching of crabs by dredge, shall be redeposited immediate
ly in the water from which such clams, oysters, scallops, 
mussels, other bivalve mollusks, or finfish are caught. No 
person, while engaged in the catching and taking of crabs by 
dredge, shall have in his or her boat or possession any 
clams, oysters, scallops, mussels, other bivalve mollusks, or 
finfish obtained from any source, except as provided under 
N.J.S.A. 50:3-16.13. Conchs may be retained in the crab 
dredge fishery as a by-catch only. The possession of bivalve 
mollusks or finfish, dredges and crabs simultaneously in the 
boat of any person shall constitute prima facie evidence of 
the violation of this section. 

(d) No person shall catch, take or attempt to catch or 
take crabs by means of a crab dredge except from one-half 
hour after sunrise to one-half hour before sunset from 
November 15 through April15 in Delaware Bay; and from 
December 1 through March 31 in all other waters. 

(e) No person shall catch, take or attempt to catch or 
take crabs by means of a crab dredge at any time on Sunday 
except north of Route 36 (Highlands Bridge), in Delaware 
Bay, or in the Atlantic Ocean. 

New Rule, R.1994 d.152, effective March 21, 1994. 
See: 25 N.J.R. 4831(a), 26 N.J.R. 1337(b). 
Amended by R.1996 d.587, effective December 16, 1996 (operative 

January 1, 1997). 
See: 28 N.J.R. 3998(a), 28 N.J.R. 5231(a). 

Inserted references to Delaware Bay; inserted (a)5; and recodi
fied former (a)5 through (a)8 as (a)6 through (a)9. 
Amended by R.1998 d.40, effective January 5, 1998. 
See: 29 N.J.R. 4595(a), 30 N.J.R. 226(a). 

Inserted (a)8 and recodified (a)8 and 9 as 9 and 10. 

7:25-14.8 Landing crabs 

All crabs harvested commercially in State waters shall be 
landed in this State. 

New Rule, R.1994 d.152, effective March 21, 1994. 
See: 25 N.J.R. 4831(a), 26 N.J.R. 1337(b). 

7:25-14.9 Female crabs with eggs attached 

No person shall take from any of the waters of this State, 
or have in his possession any female crustacean, commonly 
known as crab, with eggs or spawn attached thereto, or from 
which the egg pouch or bunion has been removed. 

7:25-14.10 Size of crabs taken 

(a) No person shall take from any tidal waters of this 
State or have in his or her possession any peeler or shedder 
blue crab measuring less than three inches across the back 
from the tip of the longest lateral spine to the other or a 
soft blue crab measuring less than three and one-half inches 
across the back from the tip of the longest lateral spine to 
the other, or hard blue crab measuring less than four and 
one-half inches across the back from tip to tip of spike. 
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