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RMP Amendments


Updates and additions to the 2008 Highlands RMP are cataloged on this page.


Draft: Highlands Plan Conformance Procedures


Outlines the process by which a municipality or county revises its local master plan and development regulations to bring them into
alignment with the goals, requirements, and provisions of the Highlands Act and the RMP. A formal public comment period and public
hearings will be scheduled and announced via public notice. All details will be posted to this web page.


Draft RMP Amendment - Plan Conformance Procedures (pdf)
RMP Amendment Committee Plan Conformance Procedures Cover Memo 3/1/19 (pdf)
Public Notice 3/27/19 - Public Hearings to be Held (pdf)


Public Comment and Public Hearings
The Highlands Council has scheduled six public hearings to solicit public comment on the draft Highlands Plan Conformance
Procedures. Members of the public are invited to attend to provide comments on the draft Procedures.  No pre-registration is
required, but space is limited. Attendees will be asked to sign in. Any schedule change will be announced on the Council’s
website. Public comments are also being accepted through Tuesday, May 28, 2019 via comments@highlands.nj.gov.


April 25, 2019 
6:00pm – 8:00pm
West Milford Library
Rooms 6 & 7
1470 Union Valley Road
West Milford, NJ 07480


April 30, 2019 
1:00pm – 3:00pm
New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection
1st Floor Public Hearing Room
401 E. State Street
Trenton, NJ 08625


May 1, 2019 
6:00pm - 8:00pm
Holland Township 
Municipal Offices
Public Meeting Room
61 Church Road
Milford, NJ 08848


May 7, 2019 
6:00pm – 8:00pm
Warren Hills Regional 
District Office
2nd Floor
89 Bowerstown Road 
Washington, NJ 07882 


May 21, 2019 
10:00am – 12:00pm
New Jersey Highlands Council
100 North Road (Route 513)
Chester, NJ 07930


May 21, 2019 
4:00pm - 6:00pm
New Jersey Highlands Council
100 North Road (Route 513)
Chester, NJ 07930


 


Draft: Highlands Redevelopment Area Designation Procedures


Summarizes the council’s process for designating a Highlands Redevelopment Area as required by the Highlands Act. 


Draft RMP Addendum - Highlands Redevelopment Area Designation Procedures *REVISED March 2019* (pdf)
Public Comments and Highlands Council Responses (pdf)
Written Public Comments Submitted (pdf) - Does not include testimony from public hearings. See audio links below.
RMP Amendment Committee Highlands Redevelopment Area Procedures Cover Memo 11/15/18 (pdf)
Public Notice 12/14/18 - Public Hearings to be Held (pdf)


Public Comment and Public Hearings
A public comment period was held from December 14, 2018 through February 11, 2019. The Highlands Council also held six
public hearings to solicit public comment on the draft procedure.


January 8, 2019 
6:00pm - 8:00pm
West Milford Library
West Milford, NJ 
Audio: mp3 | wma


January 14, 2019 
2:00pm – 4:00pm
New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection
Trenton, NJ 08625
Audio: mp3 | wma


January 15, 2019 
10:00am – 12:00pm
Clinton Township Municipal Court
Building
Annandale, NJ  08801
Audio: mp3 | wma


January 15, 2019 
6:00pm – 8:00pm
Sussex County Technical School
Sparta, NJ 07871
Audio: mp3 | wma


January 22, 2019 
10:00am – 12:00pm
New Jersey Highlands Council
Chester, NJ 07930
Audio: mp3 | wma


January 22, 2019 
4:00pm - 6:00pm
New Jersey Highlands Council
Chester, NJ 07930
Audio: mp3 | wma


 


Addendum 2018-1: Procedure for Considering Proposals to Amend the Highlands Regional Master
Plan


Summarizes the Council's process for reviewing the Regional Master Plan and considering any amendments to it.


Procedure for Considering Proposals to Amend the Highlands Regional Master Plan (pdf)
Resolution 2018-11 (pdf)


Materials supporting public process for adoption


Governor Phil Murphy • Lt.Governor Sheila Oliver
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Public Comments and Highlands Council Reponses (pdf)
Written Public Comments Submitted (pdf) - Does not include testimony from public hearings. See audio links below.
Public Notice Announcing Public Hearing Schedule (pdf)


Public Hearings
The Highlands Council held six public hearings to solicit public comment on the draft procedure.


September 14, 2017 (AM) 
Highlands Council Office 
Chester, NJ
Audio: mp3 | wma
  


September 14, 2017 (PM)
Highlands Council Office
Audio: mp3 | wma


September 20, 2017 
Silas Condict County Park
Kinnelon, NJ 
Audio: mp3 | wma


September 20, 2017 
Department of Land Preservation 
County of Warren
Oxford, NJ 
Audio: mp3 | wma


September 25, 2017 
New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection
Trenton, NJ 
Audio: mp3 | wma


September 26, 2017
Hopatcong Municipal Building
Hopatcong, NJ
Audio: mp3 | wma


Addendum A: Acreage Update


Amends Table 1.1 of the RMP (p 20-22) "Acreage of the Highlands Region in Municipalities and Counties."


Addendum A, January 2011 (pdf)


Contact Us | Privacy Notice | Legal Statement & Disclaimers | Accessibility Statement


statewide: NJ Home | Services A to Z | Departments/Agencies | FAQs
Copyright © State of New Jersey, 2007-2017
New Jersey Highlands Council
100 North Road
Chester, NJ 07930
908-879-6737
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RMP Amendments


Updates and additions to the 2008 Highlands RMP are cataloged on this page.


Draft: Highlands Plan Conformance Procedures


Outlines the process by which a municipality or county revises its local master plan and development regulations to bring them into
alignment with the goals, requirements, and provisions of the Highlands Act and the RMP. A formal public comment period and public
hearings will be scheduled and announced via public notice. All details will be posted to this web page.


Draft RMP Amendment - Plan Conformance Procedures (pdf)
RMP Amendment Committee Plan Conformance Procedures Cover Memo 3/1/19 (pdf)
Public Notice 3/27/19 - Public Hearings to be Held (pdf)


Public Comment and Public Hearings
The Highlands Council has scheduled six public hearings to solicit public comment on the draft Highlands Plan Conformance
Procedures. Members of the public are invited to attend to provide comments on the draft Procedures.  No pre-registration is
required, but space is limited. Attendees will be asked to sign in. Any schedule change will be announced on the Council’s
website. Public comments are also being accepted through Tuesday, May 28, 2019 via comments@highlands.nj.gov.


April 25, 2019 
6:00pm – 8:00pm
West Milford Library
Rooms 6 & 7
1470 Union Valley Road
West Milford, NJ 07480


April 30, 2019 
1:00pm – 3:00pm
New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection
1st Floor Public Hearing Room
401 E. State Street
Trenton, NJ 08625


May 1, 2019 
6:00pm - 8:00pm
Holland Township 
Municipal Offices
Public Meeting Room
61 Church Road
Milford, NJ 08848


May 7, 2019 
6:00pm – 8:00pm
Warren Hills Regional 
District Office
2nd Floor
89 Bowerstown Road 
Washington, NJ 07882 


May 21, 2019 
10:00am – 12:00pm
New Jersey Highlands Council
100 North Road (Route 513)
Chester, NJ 07930


May 21, 2019 
4:00pm - 6:00pm
New Jersey Highlands Council
100 North Road (Route 513)
Chester, NJ 07930


 


Draft: Highlands Redevelopment Area Designation Procedures


Summarizes the council’s process for designating a Highlands Redevelopment Area as required by the Highlands Act. 


Draft RMP Addendum - Highlands Redevelopment Area Designation Procedures *REVISED March 2019* (pdf)
Public Comments and Highlands Council Responses (pdf)
Written Public Comments Submitted (pdf) - Does not include testimony from public hearings. See audio links below.
RMP Amendment Committee Highlands Redevelopment Area Procedures Cover Memo 11/15/18 (pdf)
Public Notice 12/14/18 - Public Hearings to be Held (pdf)


Public Comment and Public Hearings
A public comment period was held from December 14, 2018 through February 11, 2019. The Highlands Council also held six
public hearings to solicit public comment on the draft procedure.


January 8, 2019 
6:00pm - 8:00pm
West Milford Library
West Milford, NJ 
Audio: mp3 | wma


January 14, 2019 
2:00pm – 4:00pm
New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection
Trenton, NJ 08625
Audio: mp3 | wma


January 15, 2019 
10:00am – 12:00pm
Clinton Township Municipal Court
Building
Annandale, NJ  08801
Audio: mp3 | wma


January 15, 2019 
6:00pm – 8:00pm
Sussex County Technical School
Sparta, NJ 07871
Audio: mp3 | wma


January 22, 2019 
10:00am – 12:00pm
New Jersey Highlands Council
Chester, NJ 07930
Audio: mp3 | wma


January 22, 2019 
4:00pm - 6:00pm
New Jersey Highlands Council
Chester, NJ 07930
Audio: mp3 | wma


 


Addendum 2018-1: Procedure for Considering Proposals to Amend the Highlands Regional Master
Plan


Summarizes the Council's process for reviewing the Regional Master Plan and considering any amendments to it.


Procedure for Considering Proposals to Amend the Highlands Regional Master Plan (pdf)
Resolution 2018-11 (pdf)


Materials supporting public process for adoption


Governor Phil Murphy • Lt.Governor Sheila Oliver
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Public Comments and Highlands Council Reponses (pdf)
Written Public Comments Submitted (pdf) - Does not include testimony from public hearings. See audio links below.
Public Notice Announcing Public Hearing Schedule (pdf)


Public Hearings
The Highlands Council held six public hearings to solicit public comment on the draft procedure.


September 14, 2017 (AM) 
Highlands Council Office 
Chester, NJ
Audio: mp3 | wma
  


September 14, 2017 (PM)
Highlands Council Office
Audio: mp3 | wma


September 20, 2017 
Silas Condict County Park
Kinnelon, NJ 
Audio: mp3 | wma


September 20, 2017 
Department of Land Preservation 
County of Warren
Oxford, NJ 
Audio: mp3 | wma


September 25, 2017 
New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection
Trenton, NJ 
Audio: mp3 | wma


September 26, 2017
Hopatcong Municipal Building
Hopatcong, NJ
Audio: mp3 | wma


Addendum A: Acreage Update


Amends Table 1.1 of the RMP (p 20-22) "Acreage of the Highlands Region in Municipalities and Counties."


Addendum A, January 2011 (pdf)
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State of New Jersey 
Highlands Water Protection and Planning Council 


100 North Road (Route 513) 
Chester, New Jersey 07930-2322 


(908) 879-6737 
(908) 879-4205 (fax) 


www.nj.gov/njhighlands 
PHILIP D. MURPHY 


Governor 
 


SHEILA Y. OLIVER 
Lt. Governor 


CARL J. RICHKO 
Chairperson 


 
LISA J. PLEVIN 
Executive Director 


  


MEETING AGENDA 
Thursday, March 21, 2019 at 4pm 


1. CALL TO ORDER 


2. ROLL CALL 


3. OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 


4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 


5. APPROVAL OF HIGHLANDS COUNCIL MINUTES – January 17, 2019 


6. CHAIR’S REPORT (and Council Member Reports) 


7. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 


8. REGIONAL MASTER PLAN AMENDMENT COMMITTEE 


a. Presentation 
 


b. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION – Adoption Of The “RMP Addendum 2019-1 Procedure 
For Highlands Redevelopment Area Designation” As An Amendment Of, And Addendum To, The 
Highlands Regional Master Plan (voting matter with public comment) 


 
c. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION – Authorization For Highlands Council Staff To Conduct 


The ‘Five Plus One’ Public Hearings Before The “Procedures For Plan Conformance” Can Be 
Adopted As An Amendment To The Highlands Regional Master Plan (voting matter with public comment) 


9. BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 


a. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION - Approval of FY2019 Highlands Protection Fund Capital 
Budget for Plan Conformance Funding and Economic Environmental Sustainability (EES) Grants 
(voting matter with public comment) 


 
b. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION – Award of Contract to Develop a Regional Municipal 


Zoning GIS Layer (voting matter with public comment) 


10. PUBLIC COMMENTS (to ensure ample time for all members of the public to comment, we will respectfully limit comments 
to three (3) minutes. Questions raised in this period may not be responded to at this time but, where feasible, will be followed up 
by the Council and its staff.) 


11. EXECUTIVE SESSION, if deemed necessary 


12. ADJOURN  



http://www.nj.gov/njhighlands
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PHILIP D. MURPHY 


Governor 


SHEILA Y. OLIVER 
U. Governor


To: 


From: 


Subject: 


Date: 


�tate of .f!elt.l 3'f ersep 
Highlands Water Protection and Planning Council 


100 North Road (Route 513) 
Chester, New Jersey 07930-2322 


(908) 879-6737
(908) 879-4205 (fax)


www.nj.gov/njhighlands 


MEMORANDUM 


Budget & Finance Committee 


Lisa J. Plevin, Executive Director 


Committee Meeting Minutes - March 7, 2019 


March 13, 2019 


CARLJ. RICHKO 
Chairperson 


LISAJ. PLEVIN 
Executive Director 


A Budget and Finance (B&F) Committee meeting was held on Thursday, March 7, 2019 at 1 O:OOam. 
Committee Members present were: Committee Chair Holtaway, Member Visioli; and via phone 
Council Chair Richko, and Member James. 


Also, present via phone: Lauren Nathan-LaRusso, Governor's Authorities Unit Associate Counsel. 


Staff Members present:. Lisa J. Plevin, John Maher, James Humphries, Christine LaRocca, Herbert 
August, Maryjude Haddock-Weiler, Keri Green, and Annette Tagliareni. 


Committee Chair Holtawqy opened the meeting at 1 O:OOam. 


Fiscal Year (FY) 2019 - Highlands Protection Fund Capital Budget 


Mr. August reported that at Council's December 6, 2018 meeting, the Council approved a  
resolution authorizing the expenditure of $1,107,000 to various municipalities and counties for plan 
conformance grants out of the total available budget of $2,182,000. At this time for the committee's 
review and recommendation to the Council for consideration, Mr. Humphries gave an overview of 
the allocation of previously approved funds for plan conformance petitions for 4 towns ($195,000) 
and the awarding of new funding ($551,500) to additional municipalities and counties for standard 
plan conformance and the new Environmental and Economic Sustainability (EES) Grant programs. 


Member James recused himself from a'!Y discussion and/ or approval regardingfundingjor Passaic Counry. 


The remaining funding is equal to $523,500 and available until the end of Council's fiscal year ( or 
June 30, 2019). 


New Jersey is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Highlands Redevelopment Area Procedures
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Highlands Redevelopment Area Procedures
• 60-day public comment period with 6 public hearings


• Based on public comment received, the RMP Amendment 
Committee recommended the following changes to the draft 
procedures:
• Extend the minimum notice requirements to 30 days.
• Require that notice be provided to public utilities in accordance with the 


Municipal Land Use Law (N.J.S.A. 40:55D-12h).
• Require that notice be provided to the County Planning Board.
• Revise section 4.1.1(b)4 to read “Any Highlands Resources.”
• Require that if an application is not heard by the Highlands Council within 


90 days of being deemed complete, the Highlands Council will formally 
notify the applicant.
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Plan Conformance Procedures
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Plan Conformance Procedures – History
• Procedures were adopted in 2008 as a component of the RMP


• Provides identical standards for counties and municipalities


• 10+ years of implementation of Plan Conformance
• 62 Municipal Petitions submitted, 50 approved
• 6 County Petitions submitted, 2 approved 


• County and municipal implementation has been slow
• Out of 50 approved municipalities:


• Only 31 have amended their master plans to conform to RMP.
• Only 10 have adopted the Highlands Land Use Ordinance.


• Out of 2 approved counties:
• Only 1 has adopted  required master plan amendment and 


development regulations


• Lack of Center Designation Procedures
• 16 Highlands centers have been approved, with no formal guidance on 


implementation
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Plan Conformance Procedures - Amendments
• Monitoring Program Recommendation Report


• Recognized that one-size-fits-all approach to Plan Conformance was not 
effective


• Recognized that counties differ from municipalities


• Updated procedures drafted to address recommendations and 
experience since 2008


• Tailor Plan Conformance to each municipality and county
• Address only resources present
• Identify significant and important planning initiatives
• Cost reduction
• Enhanced resource protection


• Highlands Center Designation procedures
• Clearly lay out process and standards for a Highlands Center Designation
• Give clear direction to municipalities on implementation
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Plan Conformance Procedures - Next Steps
• Highlands Council vote on resolution to release for public 


comment and public hearings


• 60-day public comment period


• 6 public hearings (5 in Highlands Region + 1 in Trenton)


• Response to comment
• Review with RMP Amendment Committee
• Potential Edits to Procedures


• Council adoption - July 2019 (tentative)
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