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MB2SSAGE. 

STATE oF NEw JERSEY, l 
ExEcuTivE DEPARTMENT, ~ 

March r6th, 1009. J 
To the Senate and General Assembly: ' 

On the tenth day of February, nineteen hundred and eight, 
the Senate passed a resolution authorizing the Governor to ap­
point three suitable persons as a commission to revise the laws 
regulating the holding of primaries and general anrl special elec­
tions, and directing that they report with all convenient speed 
to the Governor. 

This resolution was concurred in by the House of Assembly 
and was duly certified to the Governor. 

Subsequently I appointed the Honorable Edward C. Stokes, 
Chandler vV. Riker, Esquire, and Nelson Y. Dungan, Esquire, 
as such commission. 

These commissioners at the last session of the Legislature 
made a temporary report, and on the fifteenth clay of March, 
instant, they presented to the Governor, pursuant to the require­
ments of the resolution, their final report, covering a complete 
revision of all the election laws of this State, including those 
relating to primary elections. 

\;\Tith their report is a bill drawn by the commission covering 
the whole subject, and also with their report is a comparative 
statement, by sections, of existing election laws, and that of 
the new bill as prepared by them. 

It is evident from the reading of their report that they have 
devoted much time and great care in the preparation of this 
law, and that they have endeavored to meet public sentiment 
with relation to a revision of both the primary and election 
laws of this State. 

The report and the law are herewith submitted. 
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The revision of the primary laws of our State is demanded 
by an almost universal public sentiment. The report of the 
commission adopts the direct primary system for the election 
of all State and county officials and provides for the conducting 
of all primaries under strict legal regulation and after a due 
enrollment of voters at a preceding registration elate, prior to the 
holding of the primary. The report maintains the party system, 
and among other things provides for the adoption of a party 
platform in the counties. by the county committees of the respec­
tive parties in each county, in conjunction with the candidates 
of those parties. It provides for the selection of members of 
the poitical committees of the counties by the voters of the 
respective political parties in each of the election districts of the 
county. It provides for the selection of the State committee 
of the respective parties by the members of the county commit­
tees of each of the counties in the State. It provides for what is 
known as the \iVisconsin ballot, which is a blanket ballot, with the 
candidates thereon in party columns, and gives to each voter 
the right to vote for any candidate upon the blanket ballot by 
placing a cross mark opposite his name, or to vote his party ticket 
as a whole by affixing a cross mark at the top of a party column. 
The report also presents as an alternative the Massachusetts sys­
tem of blanket ballot, which eliminates the party column and re­
quires each voter to vote for each candidate by making- a cross­

mark opposite the same. 
A system of giving public expression by each of the respective 

parties .as to a candidate for United States Senator is also pro­
vided for in the report of the commission, and the method of 
giving such expression is the same as that in the present la,w 

adopted in r 907. 
Reform in the matter of primary election by direct nomination 

and in the selection of members of county committees by a direct 
vote of the respective parties in their election districts, is de­
manded by our people, and is in pursuance of the declaration in 
the party platforms of both the leading parties of 'this State, as 
declared in their conventions held in 1907. 

Upon this question the Republican platform declared as fol­
lows: "Our primary law----a Republican enactment-has clone 
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away with violence and fraud at the primaries and has enabled 
voters to express their choice and exercise their will in the nomi­
nating conventions. Vlfe pledge ourselves to such amendments of 
this act .as will simplify and improve our primary system. 'vVe 
favor the modification and simplification of the present primary 
law in the respects in which it is now cumbersome and intricate; 
and we believe that the most effective method to accomplish this 
purpose is a direct primary for candidates for all municipal and 
county offices, including Senators and Assemblymen, and we 
favor such an amendment of the primary law as will a~complish 
this end, with proper provisions for judicial review and recount." 

On the same subject, the Democratic platform declared as 
follows: "In recognition of the constitutional doctrine that all 
political power is inherent in the people, we favor the enactment 
of laws, and where necessary constitutional amendments, provid­
ing for: 

"The selection of United States Senators by popular suffrage. 
"The election of assemblymen by districts. 
"The nominating of candidates for public office by direct 

primary vote, without the intervention of delegates or conven­
tions." 

The time has come when every voter should have opportunity 
to express his preference for each candidate, as a distinct act, in 
the exercise of his franchise. This is now required to be clone in 
many of the States of the Union, and where it has been tried it 
insures the best results. 

There should be but one ballot, simple in form, and easily com­
prehended by the most illiterate voter. The law should retain 
the party identity of each candidate, for without parties the voter 
cannot properly give expression to the principles for which he 
stands. The separate pieces of paper ballots in our State are no 
longer satisfactory to our people. They demand and are entitled 
to the best. A ballot after the Wisconsin or Massachusetts form, 
meets the prevailing sentiment of our clay. In those States it has 
been fully tested and neither party there would discard or change 
it. Every thoughtful man who desires a free and honest ex­
pression of the voter as to candidates would rejoice to see either 
adopted here. 
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Our primary law is very crude and quite defective. Public 
sentiment with us strongly approves the direct primary, and 
would extend it if it could. Our present law is not sufficiently 
dear in terms or simple in operation. The registration for the 
primary is too close upon the election and does not give a chance 
for investigation of names; nor does it protect against those of 
one party voting in the ballot box of another. This should be 
done so specifically that no question on this ground could arise. 
Every safeguard must be thrown about the primary, for here is 
the sourc€ of all political power in a republic. The people are 
beginning to fully realize that it is at the primary \Yhere results 
for good government are obtained quite as much, if not more, 

than at the election. 
Our present primary law cloe.s not make it mandatory to elect 

the members of political committees at a duly called and legal 
regulated primary. The law is now permissive. In the large 
county of Essex, the political committees there have voluntarily 
accepted the act and are electing their committeemen under it, but 
in no other county of the State is this done, so far as I know. 
In the others, the old methods that are so unsatisfactory still 

obtain. 
If the nomination machinery is left to 'the manipulation of 

those who serve only their own, or some one else's interests, 
rather than the people, there is not much hope in the future for 
the r~public. This will be more and more apparent as the popula­
tion of the country increases. 1'he question may as well be faced 
first as last. It will not down. The people mean to rule in State 
and nation, and that party and political leader is wise who sees 

and recognizes this truth. 
Legislation upon this question is a sacred obligation on the 

part of the party now in power in this State. The quotations 
above given from the platform adopted by that party in 1907 are 
in no sense uncertain; they cannot be honorably evaded. Any 
party that does not keep its promises may expect defeat, and such 
a party cannot deny that it deserves defeat. 

The issue is so vital and far-reaching in our State that I deem 
it to be my duty to state clearly the obligation which I consider 
has been cast upon both the legislative and executive branches of 
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government; and to advise the Legislature that an adjournment 
without some action on this all-important question will cast upon 
the Executive a duty to seriously consider the reconvening of the 
Legislature, that the party pledges may be kept, as the people 

demand. 
On any question touching the security of the right of suffrage 

and of the selection of candidates at primary election, all partisan 
consideration should be sunk in the strife to secure the best pos­
sible form of ballot and system of primary election. 

In this spirit this subject is brought to your attention that it 
may not be forgotten in the haste of the last clays of the session, 
and that there may be no misunderstanding as to the views of the 
Executive, or ground for criticism of any future action he may 
see fit to take, if, by any possibility, adjournment should occur 
without meeting, by proper legislation, this, the most vital issue 
now before the people of the State. 

It seemed to me to be my duty to make these observations in 
presenting this admirable report of the Revision Commission, 
appointed by your authority, and to suggest that there be raised 
a joint committee of the Senate and House of Assembly to which 
this report of the commission should be referred, to take up and 
consider the whole subject in the light, not only of this report, 
but of a number of excellent bills now pending· in the Legislature 

on this question. 
It would be very much wiser, if it can be clone, to adopt a new 

general election law, which should cover all subjects, as the 
report of the commission, herewith presented, seems to do, and 
to repeal all existing legislation when such act can be gotten into 
shape, by a comm1ttee, or by some other means, as herein sug­

gested. 
Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN FRANKLIN FORT, 
Governor. 
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REPORT. 

Honorable J. Franklin Fort, Governor of the Stale of N en: 

Jersey: 

DEAR Sm-The Commission to Revise the Primary and Elec­
tion Laws herewith send you a revision of the election laws of 

New Jersey. 
This revision is a compilatiot) and revision of the vanous 

acts of the Legislature relating to elections. The provisions 
of the acts consolidating State and municipal elections have been 
introduced into the revision, and the various sections of the 
revision of eighteen hundred and ninety-eight adapted to this 
consolidation. So far as possible, the form of the previous 
revision has not been altered, and with the following exceptions, 
the law has been left as now on the statute books. 

The new features introduced by the Commission are as fol­
lows: 

I. NOMINATIONS. 

In the ca~e of parties or groups of voters polling less than 
two per cent. of the total yote cast in the political division for 
which a nomination is to be made, nominations may be made 
by petition; in the case of parties polling at least two per cent., 
but less than five per cent., of such vote, nominations are to be 
made at conyentions to be organized in accordance with the rules 
of such parties; in the case of parties polling at least five per 
cent. of such vote, nominations for the general election are to 
be made at primary elections held at public expense; in the case 
of a 'special election, or the local elections for municipal com­
missions and local school board members, not consolidated with 
the general election, no primary election is to be held for such 
parties, but they may nominate by convention as well as the 

(9) 
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smaller parties. General provisions are adopted from the prior 
revision to regulate party caucuses or party primary meetings to 
select delegates to conventions organized according to the rules 
of such P.arties, but these pro.-isions must not be confused with 
the provisions of the act relating to the primary election con­
ducted at public expense. 

The Commission has, in relation to the primary elections, 
inserted the provisions of the primary election revision heretofore 
p1 esentecl by the Commission. This provides for direct nomi­
nations for all offices, and for an enrollment of 'Wiers in cities 
of over thirty thousand population. It provides for filling yacan­
cies in nominations caused by death. etc., after the primary 
election. No provision is made for choosing delegates to na­
tional conventions; since the selection of such delegates would 
not be made at an ordinary primary election, but provision would 
have to be macle for a special primary election to be held in the 
spring of the year in which national conventions are held. It 
provides that county and State party committees must be chosen 
in accordance \vith its provisions, but under its provisipns the 
existing committees will not be legislatetl out of office. The 
formulation of party platforms by the party candidates and 
party committees has been provided for. 

2. BALLOTS, E;TC. 

• 
The blanket ballot has been adopted. The Commission has in-

troduced into the body of the revision substantially the \Visean­
sin form of ballot, which provides for party columns or 1"0\YS, 

and allows a straight party Yote by means of a single mark. The 
columns are arranged according to the Yote polled at the pre­
ceding election for Governor. Two separate ballots are pro­
vided for each voter, a \vhite ballot for State and county cancli­
dates, and a reel ballot for municipal candidates. The proposi­
tions or questions to be submitted to voters are printed on the 
same ballot with the names of candidates. There are two sepa­
rate ballot-boxes, one for each kind of ballot. Each ballot has a 
numbered stub. \vhich is torn off by the election official when the 
yote is presented, so that all ballots are alike when deposited in 

ll 

the boxes. The official ballots must be marked in the polling 
. place, none being allowed to be distributed before or during elec-
1 tion. Unofficial sample ballots of a different color are allowed 
I to be distributed. Besides the Wisconsin form of ballot, the 
I commission has also prepared certain sections to be used in case 
! a Massachusetts form of ballot is desired. This form of ballot 
· has no party columns or rows, and makes it necessary fbr a voter 

to mark each name separately. 
Except as above shown, the provisions of the revision are 

substantially the same as appears in the statutes now in force, 
changes being made in form in numerous cases, but not in sub-

• stance. The provisions of the voting machine act are inwr­
porated in the revision, with the act allowing the voters of an 
election district to determine whether a machine shall be used. 
The acts defining the congressional districts and apportioning 
assemblymen among the various counties have not been incor­

porated. 
The Commission has also prepared, and has appended, a sepa­

rate act repealing the various acts included in the revision. This 
repealer also includes (in paragraph D) the supplemc;;nt to the 
act consolidating local elections in towns, etc., which allows vil­
lages to determine by vote whether to hold local elections in the 

spring of the year. 
A comparative statement of sections in the existing and the 

proposed law is appended . 

Attest: 

Respectfully submitted, 

E. C. STOKES. 
CHANDLER W. RIKEH.. 
NELSON Y. DU~G"\K 

Co7llmission. 

FRBDERICK A. LEHLBACH, Clerk. 



Appendix to Report. 

List showing the sections of the election compilation published 
by the Secretary of State for the year nineteen hundred and eight 
which are included in the new revision, in a form revised to fit 
the new form of ballot and the new manner of making nomi-

nations. 

New I908 \ New I908 

Revision. Compilation. I Revision. Compilation. 

Part of I, 2, 3, 6, r82, I 31 26 
238 and 294. 32 27 and 28 

2 4 33 29 

3 S and 6 34 30 

4 7 35 31 

5 350 36 32 

6 8 I 37 33 

7 9 I 38 34 

8 IO 39 35 

9 I l 40 36 

IO 12 41 393 and 394 

II 13 I 
42 P::trtly 38 

12 I4 

I 
43 39 

IJ I" 44 40 J 

I4 I6 45 41 

IS I/ 46 42 

I6 18 47 43 

I7 I9 48 44 

r8 20 49 235 and 236 

19 21 so 45 

20 22 sr 46 

2! 23 52 47 
22 24 53 Part of 258 

23 2" 54 Partly 256 and 382 
J 

24 304 55 Partly 257 and 268 

25 305 56 New provisions for enrollment. 

26 306 57 259 

27 307 s8 Partly 383 

28 308 59 200 

29 309 6o 
30 310 6r 274 

(13) 
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New 1908 New 1908 New 1908 1 Xew 1908 

Revision. Compilation. Revision. Compilation. Revision. Compilation. ~ Revision. Compilation. 

62 262 ros 63 I 53 335 
I 

201 121 

63 263 ro6 64 I 54 336 202 122 

64 264 I07 65 ISS 337 203 123 

65 273 ro8 66 rs6 338 204 124 

66 265 109 67 I 57 339 205 125 

67 277 IIO 68 rsS 340 206 126 

68 266 III 69 I 59 34I 207 127 

69 267 112 70 r6o 342 208 128 

70 Partly 268 IIJ 7I r6I 343 209 I29 

7I New Provisions for II4 72 r62 344 2IO IJO 

primary book P:.;rtly 269 

I 
IIS 73 I63 345 21 I Part of 3 

72 270. u6 74 I64 348 2I2 IJI 

73 Partly 271, 272, 384, 117 75 r6s Partly 85 213 I32 

42 and 45 uS 76 r66 86 214 IJJ 

74 276 II9 77 r67 87 2I5 I34 

75 Partly 269 and 278 I20 7S I68 ss 2I6 IJ5 

76 zSo I2I 79 r69 89 2I7 136 

77 3SS I22 New. Partly So I70 90 zrS 137 

7S 389 123 New. I71 91 219 r 3S; part of 292 

79 390 124 New. Partly 8o 172 92 220 139 

8o 391 125 New. Partly So 173 93 22I 140 ; 290 ; 292 

SI New provisiOns for county I26 8I I74 94 222 I4I 

committees I27 S2 175 95 223 142 

Partly z6I, but mostly new. 12S S3 176 96 224 143 

Sz New provisions for State com- I29 S4 177 97 225 144 
mittees. 130 312 178 98 226 145 

S3 New provisions for platforms. IJI 315 179 99 227 I46 

S4 288 132 316 I8o roo 228 147 

ss 4S 133 317 ISI IOI 229 I4S 

S6 New. IJ4 JIS ISz I02 230 I49 

S7 New. IJS 3I9 ISJ I03 23I ISO 

SS New. IJ6 320 I84 I04 232 I5I 

S9 New. 137 32I ISS ros 233 I 52 

90 Part of 49 IJS 322 IS6 ro6 234 I 53 

9I New. Partly 49 and 52 I39 323 IS7 I07 235 I 54 

92 Partly 35I 140 396 to 40I ISS roS 236 ISS 

93 New. Partly 47 I4I 402 IS9 I09 237 I 56 

94 New. 142 324 I90 IIO 23S I 57 

95 New. I43 325 I9I III 239 ISS 

96 so 144 326 I92 II2 240 I 59 

97 New. Partly 56 I45 327 I93 II3 241 r6o 

98 53 146 32S 194 II4 242 r6r 

99 54 147 329 195 rrs 243 r62 

roo 55 14S 330 196 ri6 I 244 163 

101 s8 149 33I 197 II7 245 164 

102 New. Partly 6o rso 332 I98 rr8 246 I6S 

103 6I rsr 333 I99 Jl9 247 I66 

104 62 152 334 200 J2<l 24S I67 

- .. 
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New I908 
Revision. Compilation. 

249 168 
250 169 
251 170 
252 171 

I 253 172 
254 173 
255 174 
256 175 
257 176 
258 177 I 

I 
259 178 I 
26o 179 
261 18o 
262 183 
263 184 
264 185 
265 186 
266 187 
267 188 
268 189 
26g 190 
270 191 

. 271 192 

I 
272 193 
273 194 
274 195 
275 196 
276 Partly 302 and 197 
277 303 
278 198 
279 199 
280 200 
281 201 

New I908 
Revision. Compilation. 

282 364 
283 365 
284 366 
285 367 
286 207 
287 208 
288 209 
289 210 
290 2II 
291 212 
292 213 
293 New. 
294 214 
295 215 
~96 New. Taken from 216 of 1898 act 
297 217 
298 218 
299 219 
300 220 
301 221 
302 222 
303 223 
304 224 
305 225 
306 226 
307 227 
308 228 
309 229 
310 230 
31 I 231 
312 232 
312 Ne\Y. 
314 233 

i1Uj' ._. ' 
".;:\ ~"11 . t' 1!-.~.r)' ·' .. ,#.J.JiTD -l , 0 ~ •• 

0~~,.tv.~ LIB~ :Fi~Ji: 
liw JpL\'141( f' 

-..q,s./J; "1 t 
An Act to Regulate Elections. 

(Revision of 1909.) 

BE IT ENACTED by the Sena,te and General Assembly of the 
S~ate of New Jersey: 

TIMES AND PLACES OF ELECTIONS. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

1. Ort the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November 
in each year an election shall be held, to be known as the general 
election, for the election of all persons to be chosen in such year 
by popular vote to any public office, whether national, state, 
county, municipal, or otherwise, including presidential electors~ 
provided that nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
affect the election of commissioners in those municipalities the 
boundaries of which are not coterminous or co~extensive with 
the boundaries of the township of which they are a part and 
whose elective or appointive officers are not authorized by law to 
assess and collect taxes, nor any member of any board of educa-

; tion or school trustee in any town, township, borough or other 
municipality except cities, but the election of such officers shall 

· continue to be held on the days heretofore fixed or established 
by, or pursuant to, any law of this State applicable thereto. 

2. In all elections the polls shall open at six o'clock in the 
morning and close at seven o'clock in the evening, and shall be 
kept open during the whole day of election, between the hours 
aforesaid; provided) the board of election may adjourn such elec­
tion from one o'clock until two o'clock in the afternoon, or for 
such shorter time, between those hours, as they shall see fit. 

3· The Secretary of State shall, between the first day of August 
and the first day of September, in every year wherein electors of 
president and vice-president of the United States, members of 

2 MES (17) 
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the house of representatives, a governor, or senator for any 
county, or any of them, are to be elected, direct and cau:e t? be 
delivered to the clerk of the county, wherein any such electwn 1s to 
be held, a notice stating that such officer or officers are to be 
elected at the ensuing election. The clerk of such county shall, 
within fifteen davs after the receipt of said notice, and on or 
before the fi·rst day of September, cause a copy of t~e same, 
certified under his hand to be true and correct, to be dehvered to 
the clerk of each mtmicipality in said county. The clerk of each 
county shall also, between the first day of Augt:st and t.he first 
day a'£ September in each year wherein any pubhc office 1s to be 
filled by the legal voters of the whole of such county, or of. more 
than· one municipality therein, direct and cause to be. dehve:ed 
to the clerk of each municipality in such county, a notice stati~g 
that persons to fill such office or offices, as the case may be, will 

be chosen at the ensuing election. . . . 
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6. The clerk of every township, city or other municipality shall, 
prior to the elate of the first meeting of the board of registry and 
election, and at least three weeks before any primary election 
shall be held under the provisions of this act, procure for each 
-election district in his township, city or municipality a suitable 
room in which said board shall meet to make and revise the 
register of voters, and also to hold the election and primary elec­
tion; and said clerk shall immediately notify said board of the 
location of such room; and if any such clerk shall omit to pro­
cure such room, then the meetings of such board and such election 
shall be held at such place as a majority of such board shall 
.designate; if, in the judgment of said clerk, it shall be inad­
visable to hold the election in the place designated for holding 
the meeting of the board of registry, then it shall be lawful for 
such clerk to designate another place for holding such election, 
or to cause a building to be constructed in the street outside the 
curb line immediately in front of, or as near as possible to, the 
place of meeting of such registry board in which to hold such 
election; provided, no election shall be held in any building in 
which is located or maintained any inn or tavern or saloon where 
intoxicating liquors are licensed to be sold. 

4. The clerk of every township, ci.ty. or ~ther mumClpahty 
shall, at least eight days prior to and wtthm thtrty days next pre­
ceding the day of any election, put up, or cause ~o be put u~, ~n 
advertisement in at least fiv.e. of .the mo.st pubhc ~laces wtthml 
such township citv or mumctpahty, whtch advertisement shall1 

be sirrned by· ~uch. clerk and shall make known the time, placej 
o ' . ffi · i ELECTION DISTRICTS. 

and purpose of holding such electwn, and the office or o ces tol 
be thereat voted for by voters in his municipality. . ! 7· When at any election more than six hundred votes shall 

S· It shall be the duty of each town, township, borou~h, ctty! be or shall have been cast in any election district, such district 
or other municipal clerk on or before the first Tuesday m Sep-: shall forthwith be divided by the township committee or mayor 
tember in each year, to make and certify under his ~and a.nd and common council or other governing body of the municipality 
seal of office and forward to the clerk of the count~ .m ~htc? containing the same into two or more election districts, or in lieu 
such town, township, borough, city or other mume1pahty 15. thereof, the boundary lines of any existing election district or 
located, a statement designating the public offices which are to districts may be changed, or such districts readjusted; provided, 
be filled at the general election in such year by the voters of however, that each of such districts, after such division, change 
such town, township, borough, city, or other municipality, or. or readjustment, shall not contain more than six hundred nor 
any portion thereof, and the number of persons to be voted for less than one hundred and fifty voters. 
for each office. If any vacancy in any such office shall oc~ur 8. The said township committee, mayor and common council 
after the said first Tuesday in September and before the ensumg or other governing body, shall have power, from time to time, 
election, such vacancy shall be certified in like manner as soon to divide an election district, to change or readjust the boundary 
as possible after the same shall have occurred. lines of any election district or districts, or consolidate two or 



20, 

more districts, whenever, by reason of change of population or 
alteration of municipal lines or otherwise, such action shall be 
deemed advisable; provided) that in every division, change or re­
adjustment the geographical compactness of each district and the 
convenience of the voters shall be first considered. 

9· The township committee, mayor and common council or 
other governing body shall forthwith cause a description of the 
boundaries of such new election district or districts, and of the 
election district or districts affected by such division, change or 
readjustment, to be filed in the county clerk's office, and a 
duplicate thereof in the office of the clerk of the township, city 

or other municipality. 
IO. For the purpose of this act the term "election district" 

denotes the territory within which there is a single polling place 

for all the voters therein. 
I I. There shall be in every county a county board of elections, 

to consist of four persons, each of whom shall be a legal voter 
within the county for which he shall be appointed. In the month 
of June in each year the chairman of the State committee of 
each of the two political parties which at the then last preceding 
general election cast the largest and next largest number of votes 
in the State for members of the General Assembly may, in 
writing, each nominate to the Governor one citizen from each 
county, qualified as aforesaid, for member of the county board 
of elections in and for said county; the Governor shall thereupon 
commission such appointees in the month of July, and they shall 
continue in office for two years from the first clay of At1gust 
next after their apppointment; in case of the death or disability 
of any member of said boards, the Governor shall be forthwith 
notified thereof by the chairman or secretary of said board; the 
Governor shall cause notice of such death or disability to be 
given to the chairman of the State committee who appointed 
such member; and such chairman shall, within six clays there­
after, appoint a successor, who shall thereupon be commissioned 
by the Governor; all appointments to fill any vacancies occurring 
in said boards shall be for the unexpired term only; if, in any 
case, either of said chairman shall fail to send a list of appoint· 
ments to the Governor within the time aforesaid, the Governor 
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shall make such appointments of his own selection from the citi·· 
zens of the county in which such vacancy shall occur; said county 
boards of election shall be provided by the board of freeholders 
of the respective counties with a suitable office and furniture, in 
the court house of the county for which they are respectively 
:appointed, or in a building as near as possible adjacent thereto. 
Members of county boards of election as now constituted shall 
hold office until the expiration of their respective terms. 

12. Said county boards of election shall, at ten o'clock in the 
forenoon, on the first Tuesday in August, or on such other day 
.as they may agree on within the first ten days of August, in 
each year, meet at the court house, or other place provided as 
.aforesaid, in their respective counties, and organize by electing 
one of their number to be chairman and one to be secretary; but 
the chairman and secretary shall not be the appointees of the 
same State committee chairman; in case of a failure to elect such 
chairman for three ballots or viva voce votes, then the oldest (in 
years) of such board shall be the chairman thereof; and on failure 
to elect such secretary for three ballots or viva voce votes, the 
member of the board next oldest (in years) to the chairman of 
such board and not appointed by the same State committee chair­
man shall be secretary. 

DISTRICT BOARDS OF' RE,GISTRY AND ELECTION. 

I3. The county board of election in each county shall cause to 
be made a complete registry of all the legal voters in their respec­
tive counties, and for that purpose shall appoint for each election 
-district in the county four persons, legal voters and residents of 
such districts, to be the board of registry and election for such 
-district; not more than two of such apppointees in each election 
district shall be nominated by one county committee chairman; 
the said boards of registry and election shall be appointed on or 
before the twenty-fifth day of August in each year, upon nom­
inations made in writing by the chairman of the county com­
mittee of each of the two political parties which at the then last 
preceding general election cast the largest and next largest num­
ber of votes in said county for members of the General Assembly; 
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said nominations shall be made after the tenth and not later than 
the fifteenth day of August in each year; and in event that 
either chairman shall neglect to file such nominations in the 
manner and within the time herein prescribed, the county board 
of elections shall immediately cause notice to be given to said 
chairman, and he may supply the deficiency in the list of nomina­
tions on or before August twenty-second next following; and 
the county board of elections shall appoint said nominees; pro­
vided, howC<"uer, that all nominees shall answer in writing, over 
their own signatures, and to the satisfaction of the county board 
of elections, all reasonable questions which may be submitted to 
them or prepared for that purpose by the county board of elec­
tions, which refer to the efficiency, eligibility and character of 
the nominees, and bear upon their fitness to serve as members 
of the board of registry and election; and on failure so to do, 
said board may by a majority vote reject such nominee, and 
thereupon shall immediately notify such chairman to nominate 
another member of such board; if the chairman of either of the 
said county committees shall fail to present, in the manner and 
within the time herein specified, a list of nominees for appoint­
ment as members of the district boards of registry and election, 
the county board of elections shall supply any deficiency in the 
list of nominees from the citizens of the county; pro'vided, also, 
that the county board of elections may remove from office any 
member of any board of registry and election for neglecting or 
refusing to properly discharge the duties of his office at the time 
required by law, for intoxication, for incapacity, or for deceit or 
falsehood exercised in securing his own appointment; and all 
police officers, constables, sheriffs and peace officers are hereby 
required to remove summarily, by force if necessary, any member 
of the board of registry and election in said county whose removal 
has been ordered in writing by the county board of elections, 
attested by the signatures of the chairman and secretary of such 
board; the vacancy so made shall be filled immediately by the 
county board of elections, but for the unexpired term only. 

14. The members of said county boards of election and also 
the members of said district boards of registry and election shall, 
before entering upon the performance of their duties, severally 
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take and subscribe an oath or affirmation, in writing, before a 
duly qualified officer, faithfully and impartially to discharge all 
their duties as such officers, to the best of their skill and ability; 
which oaths or affirmations shall be forthwith forwarded to the 
county clerk, and by him filed in his o±hce, and after qualification 
as aforesaid, any member of either of said boards may, at any 
meeting thereof, administer any oath or affirmation required or 

permitted to be taken by this act. 
15. The terms of office of the members of the district boards 

of registry and election shall begin on September first of each 
year and expire on August thirty-first of the following yeu, or 
when their successors are appointed and qualified; all vacancie~ 
in the district boards of registry and election, except those caused 
by the removal of a member from office, shall be filled by the 
county boards of elections in the same manner as hereinbefore 
provided for in the original appointment of such members, but 
for the unexpired term only; provided, hoW'ever) that in case of 
a vacancy occurring in 'said board on the day of election, by 
reason of the absence or disability of a member, except in case 
of removal by order of the county board of elections, such 
vacancy shall be immediately filled by the member of the district 
board who was nominated by the same chairman as the member 
whose place has become vacant; such appointment shall be im­
mediately reported to the county board of elections. 

16. The district qoards of registry and election shall severally 
meet within the district for which they are appointed, at such 
place as shall be designated by the clerk of the municipality, on 
the days hereinafter designated, for the purpose of making a 

registration of voters. 
17. Each of said boards shall, on the seventh day next pre­

ceding the first day of registration, meet together and organize. 
and at such meeting shall elect one of its members as judge, who 
shall be chairman of said board, and another of its members as 
inspector; such judge and inspector shall be nominees of different 
county committee chairmen, and the other two members of the 
board shall be clerks of election, and shall perform all the cluties 
required by law of the clerks of registry and election. In case 
of failure to elect a judge as herein provided, after balloting or 
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voting three times, the member of the board oldest in years shall 
become judge, and in case of failure to elect an inspector, after 
balloting or voting three times, the next oldest member of the 
board in years shall bee0me inspector; provided, that both chair­
man and inspector shall not be nominees of the same county 
committee chairman. 

I8. The county board of elections of each county shall, at 
least two weeks preceding the primary election, cause a notice 
to be published in such of the newspapers of their county as 
they shall previously have designated for that purpose, not ex­
ceeding six in all, setting forth that the boards of registry and 
election in and for each election district in such county will meet 
for the purpose of making a registration of voters on the days 
and between the hours hereinafter designated for that purpose, 
and that a primary election for making nominations will be held 
on the day and between the hours and at the places as provided 
in this act; said notice shall be published, as nearly as may be, 
equally· in newspapers of the different political parties, and so as 
to afford the widest possible information to all voters of every 
political party; and such notice shall be continued in such news­
papers at least once a 'veek for at least three weeks successively; 
provided, that such publication shall not be made in any daily 
newspaper more than twice in any one week; in cities of the 
first class 'aid notice shall include in the newspapers designated 
therein a short description of the boundary lines of each election 
district therein, and the place of meeting of the board of registry 
and election therein; provided, that the part of said notice in 
reference to the primary elections may be omitted after the hold­
ing of the same. 

REGISTRATION FOR THE GENERAL ELECTION IN CITIES OF OVER 

THIRTY THOUSAND POPULATION. 

19. The district boards of registry and election in all dis­
tricts in cities having by the next last preceding census a popula­
tion exceeding thirty thousand, shall meet annually on the second 
Tuesday in September, at one o'clock in the afternoon, and con­
tinue in session until nine o'clock in the evening, for the pur-
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pose of registering the names of all legal voters, residents of the 
election district for which they are appointed; after the board 
shall have organized, they shall proceed to make two lists or 
registers, arranged by streets, in the alphabetical order of such 
streets and by street numbers, if any there be, and if not, by the 
{)rder of the houses as they occur upon any avenue, street or road 
in such district; they shall register the names of all persons in 
their respective election districts entitled to the right of suffrage 
therein at the next election, who shall personally appear before 
them for that purpose, and such other persons as shall be shown 
by the written affidavit of a voter residing in the same election 
district to be lawfully entitled to vote therein at the ensuing elec­
tion; provided, that no person so applying shall be registered 
unless a majority of the board shall be satisfied, by affidavit or 
otherwise, that he will be entitled to vote in that election district 
at the ensuing election; on the day succeeding such meeting each 
of the clerks shall post a copy of the register, in handbill form, 
in some conspicuous place in such election district. 

20. The said district boards of registry and election in the 
aforesaid cities shall again meet in the same place and at the 
same hour, on Tuesday four weeks next preceding the general 
election, and finally on Tuesday two weeks next preceding the 
general election, for the purpose of revising and correcting the 
registers, and of adding thereto the names of all persons entitled 
to the right of suffrage in that election district at the next elec­
tion, who shall appear in person before them and establish to the 
satisfaction of a majority of the board that they are entitled to 
vote in that election district at the next election herein, or who 
shall be shown by the written affidavit of a voter residing in the 
same election district to be so entitled to vote; the district board 
of registry and election shall erase from such registry the name 
.of any person or persons who, after a fair opportunity to be 
heard, shall be shown by due proof not to be entitled to vote in 
such election district; three copies of the revised register shall 
be made by the board of registry and election, which shall be so 
written as to show opposite each name whether each voter ap­
peared in person before such board or was registered by affidavit; 
if by affidavit, the name of the person making such affidavit shall 
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follow the name of the person so registered in a space of column 
provided for that purpose; and such revised registers shall be 
arranged by streets and by street numbers in the same manner 
as is required with respect to the lists to be made on the first 
registry day; the register of names in each election district shall 
be made up annually for the general election as herein provided, 
and shall not be copied from the register of the previous year 
or of any previous election, either in whole or in part; on the day 
succeeding the completion of the register, one copy thereof shall 
be delivered by the chairman to the county board of elections, 
to be filed by them; one copy shall be posted at the place of reg­
istry in said district, for public inspection, and one copy shall be 
retained by the judge for use by the district board on the day of 
election. 

21. The boards of registry and election in all election dis­
tricts in the State, outside of cities having a population exceeding 
thirty thousand, shall meet annually on the first Tuesday of Sep­
tember, in each year, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, and having 
first organized, shall proceed to ascertain, and truly and accur­
ately enter in canvassing books, to be provided for that purpose, 
the names and residences and street numbers, if any, of all legal 
voters residing within their respective election districts entitled 
to vote therein at the next election by making actual inquiry at 
every dwelling house or habitation, or of the head of every fam­
ily residing therein, and shall continue such enumeration of 
voters from day to clay thereafter, on successive clays, until the 
same be completed; provided, that such enumeration shall ter­
minate on or before the Friday next succeeding; the name of 
every such voter, as aforesaid, whose place of abode shall be in 
any family or habitation, or who may be casually or temporarily 
absent therefrom when such enumeration is made, shall be en­
tered in said canvassing books; in making such enumeration the 
said boards of registry and election may divide their election 
districts into subdivisions, and any two of their number, desig­
nated by the chairman and inspector, together and in company, 
may make the enumeration in such sub-divisions; no name shall 
be entered on such canvassing books without the concurrence of 
both of said members, or if said enumeration be made by the 
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entire board, without the concurrence of a majority thereof; on 
the second Tuesday of September next preceding the general 
election, said boards shall meet at the places provided by the 
municipal clerk in their respective election districts at one o'clock 
in the afternoon, and continue in session until nine o'clock in 
the evening, at which time and places said boards shall proceed 
to transcribe and make up from said canvassing books two lists 
or registers of the names arranged in alphabetical order, to­
gether with the residences and street numbers, if any, of all 
persons in their respective election districts entitled to the right 
of suffrage therein at the next election, or who shall personally 
appear before them for that purpose, or who shall be shown to 
the satisfaction of such board of registry and election by the 
affidavit in writing of some voter in that election district to be a 

legal voter therein. 
22. ·when, on the day of their meeting, as provided in the 

next preceding section, the board of registry and election shall 
have completed said two registers, they shall certify on each of 
them and announce publicly the number of names entered there­
on; on the day succeeding such meeting a correct list of the names 
entered on said registers, with residences and street numbers, if 
any, shall be posted by each of said clerks, in hand-bill form, in 
some conspicuous public place within such election district; both 
uf said lists shall be certified by the board of registry and election, 
or a majority thereof, to be correct copies of the original regis­
ters; the said board of registry and election shall also meet on 
Tuesday next preceding the general election at the place of their 
former meeting, at the hour of one o'clock in the afternoon, and 
remain in session until nine o'clock in the evening, for the pur­
pose of revising and correcting the original registers, of adding 
thereto the names of all persons entitled to the right of suffrage 
in that election district at the next election, who shall appear in 
person before them or shall be shown by the written affidavit of 
some voter in such election district to be a legal voter therein, 
and of erasing therefrom the name of any person, who, after a 
fair opportunity to be heard, shall be shown not to be entitled to 
vote therein; pr'ovided, that no name shall be entered on said 
registers or either of them from said canvassing-books, or stricken 

l 
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therefrom, without the concurrence of a majority of all the mem­
bers of said boards of registry and election; upon the completion 
of said registers the said board of registry and election shall 
publicly announce and certify on each register the number of 
names entered thereon, and one of said clerks, to be designated 
by the chairman of said board of registry and election, shall pre­
pare an additional copy of the names, residences and street 
numbers, if any, on such completed register, which additional 
copy, after being certified as aforesaid, shall be by said clerk, 
within two days after said last-mentioned Tuesday, filed with the 
clerk of the township, city or other municipality within which 
such election district may be situate; on the day succeeding the 
completion of said registers, one copy thereof shall be delivered 
by the chairman of said board to the county board of elections 
to be fi.led by them, and one copy shall be retained by him for use 
by the district board on the day of election. 

ADDITIONS TO AND REVISION OF REGISTRY LISTS FOR THE 

GENERAL ELECTION. 

23. It shall be the duty of the several county boards of elec­
tions to sit at the office so provided for them on Thursday and 
on Saturday next preceding the day of the general election, from 
eight o'clock in the forenoon till five o'clock in the afternoon of 
each of said days; and in case the name of any legal voter in any 
election district has been improperly or inadvertently left off the 
registry list, he may, on said days, apply in person to the county 
board of elections for the purpose of having his name placed 
upon the register; and the county board of elections, upon such 
application to them, and upon proper evidence satisfying them 
that such person is a legal voter entitled to vote at any such elec­
tion, may give their certificate to that effect, and shall add his 
name to the proper Tegister on file with them; such voter may 
present said certificate to the board of registry and election of 
the district in which he is entitled to vote, and said board shall 
receive and file said certificate and add his name to the register, 
provided said board shall be satisfied that he is entitled to vote 
in said district, and he shall thereupon be allowed to vote at said 
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election, and no name shall be added to the said register after 
the last registry day preceding the day of election except in the 
manner provided for in this act; provided, however: that certifi­
cates of transfer may be issued and shall be accepted in the cases 
hereinafter mentioned; said board may order erased from any 
register the name of any person who shall be shown to the satis­
faction of the board, for any cause, not to be entitled to vote at 
the next election in the election district wherein he is registered;. 
provided, that no name shall be ordered erased from any such 
register in the absence of the person to be affected thereby, unless 
it shall appear to the board by affidavit of some qualified voter 
that notice has been given such person, either personally or by 
leaving the same at his assigned place of residence, with some 
person above the age of fourteen years, at least two entire days 
before such meeting of the board, that at such meeting applica­
tion would be made to have the name of such registered person 
stricken from the register, on the grounds on which said applica­
tion would be based; when any name shall be stricken from any 
register as aforesaid, a certificate of such board, stating the name 
erased and the cause therefor, and from what election district, 
shall be given to the person applying to have such name erased. 
and such board shall erase the name of such person from the 
register on file with them, and on the delivery of such certificate 
to the board of registry, the name of such person shall be erased 
by them from the register in their possession, and his vote shall 
not be received if he presents the same. 

24. It shall be the duty of the justice of the Supreme Court 
assigned to hold the circuit court, and the judge of the court 
of common pleas, in each of the several counties of this State. 
or one of said judges, to sit and hold a court of common pleas 
at the court house in their respective counties on the Monday 
next preceding the day of the general election, from eight o'clock 
in the forenoon till five o'clock in the afternoon, to revise and 
correct the registry of election in the several election districts in 
such county, and in case any legal voter in any election district 
has been refused the right to register, or his name has been im­
properly or inadvertently left off the registry list, he may, on 
said day, apply in person to said court for the purpose of having 



30 

his name placed upon the register; and the said court, upon such 
application and upon satisfactory evidence that such person is a 
legal voter entitled to vote at such election, may give a certificate 
under the seal of the court to that effect, and the clerk of the 
court shall add the name of such voter to the proper register on 
file with him; such voter may, upon the clay of election, present 
said certificate to the board of registry and election of the district 
in which he is entitled to vote, and said board shall receive and 
file said certificate and add his name to the register, and he 
shall thereupon be allowed by said election board to vote at said 
election. 

25. It shall also be the duty of said justice of the supreme 
court and the said judge of the court of common pleas, or one 
of them, to sit and hold a court of common pleas at the court 
house in their respective couties on the day of the general election 

. from eight o'clock in the forenoon till seven o'clock in the even­
ing, and in case the vote of any person registered, in any election 
district, has been refused or rejected by the district board of 
elections in such district, the said court shall, upon application 
in person, by the person so refused or rejected, proceed, in a 
summary way, to inquire whether such person is entitled to vote 
in such election district; and if the court shall find that such 
person is legally entitled to vote in said election district, it shall 
issue a certificate, under its seal, to the board of registry and 
election of the district in which such person is entitled to vote, 
reciting that such person is entitled to vote in such election dis­
trict, and shall deliver such certificate to such person; such person 
may present said certificate to the board of registry and election 
of the district in which he is entitled to vote, and said board 
shall receive and file said certificate, and thereupon he shall be 
allowed to vote at such election. 

26. The county board of elections, in each of the several 
counties of this State, shall deliver to the county clerk, at or 
before eight o'clock in the forenoon, on the Monday next pre­
ceding the general election, all the copies of the registers which 
were in their possession on the Saturday next preceding said 
general election, who shall have the same in court for the use of 
the court while acting under the authority conferred by this act; 
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5aicl registers shall be returr.ecl by the said county clerk to the 
<:ustocly of the county board of elections on the day after the 

election shall be held. 
27. In making investigations under this act to determine the 

right of any person or persons to vote or to register, the said 
court shall have power to act upon such application or matter 
in a summary manner, and to issue subpcenas for the production 
-of papers, or the appearance of persons with like power, juris­
diction and authority as said court would have in any civil cause 
pending therein; the sheriff of the county or a deputy duly 
.appointed by him, shall be authorized and required to serve all 
processes issued out of the said court on any application pending 
under this act, and he shall also be authorized and required to 
·enforce any orders or proceedings made, entered and directed to 
be executed by the said court . 

28. If any board of registry and election, or any member 
thereof shall fail or refuse to comply with the order of the said 
court made in any proceeding taken under this act respecting the 
right of any person or persons to register or to vote, such failure 
or refusal to so comply may be dealt with and punished as and 
for contempt of court 

29. It shall be the duty of the county clerk, as clerk of the 
court of common pleas, to attend upon the sessions of court 
required to be held under this act to determine the right of per­
sons to reg:•3ter or to vote, either in person or by deputy, at all 
times during the sitting thereof, and to record and keep the 
minutes of the said court in any matters arising under this act, 
and for such service he shall be entitled to receive and be paid 
by the county collector, for each clay's attendance, the sum of 
ten dollars. 

30. Each of the judges holding the court of common pleas, 
as herein required, to determine the right of persons to register 
or to vote, shall be entitled to receive the sum of twenty dollars 
for each clay he shall be personally present, pursuant to the pro­
visions of this act, in addition to the salary to which he is now 
entitled by law, which sum shall be paid by the collector of the 
·county as other court expenses are paid. 
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REGISTRATION IN CITIES OF OVER THIRTY THOUSAND POPULATION 

FOR ANY ELE,CTION OTHER THAN THE GENERAL ELECTION. 

31. In each city of this State having a population exceeding 
thirty thousand it shaii· be the duty of the district boards of 
registry and election for ali elections other than general elections, 
unless other provisions are expressly made by law, to make, 
alter and revise, as the case may require, the register of voters 
within and for the several election districts of such city; provided, 
'however> that where the election districts have remained un­
changed it shaH not be necessary for said boards to make a new 
register of the voters for such election districts, but only to revise 
and correct the register made for the last general election; and 
for that purpose the said boards shaii meet at such places in 
their respective election districts as shaii be designated by the 
clerk of such city, on Tuesday four weeks next preceding such 
election, and finaiiy on the Tuesday two weeks next preceding 
the same; said meetings to begin at one o'clock in the afternoon 
and to continue until nine o'clock in the evening, for the purpose 
of revising and correcting the register and of adding thereto the 
names of ali persons entitled to the right of suffrage in that 
election district at the said election, who shaii appear in person 
before them and establish to the satisfaction of the majority of 
the board that they are entitled to vote in that election district at 
said election, or who shaii be shown by the written affidavit of 
a voter residing in the same election district to be so entitled to 
vote; a separate affidavit shaH be required for each person so 
registered, which shaii contain the address of the affiant and shaii 
be signed by him; on the day succeeding such first meeting, each 
of the clerks shaH post, in hand-biii form, in some conspicuous 
place in such election district, a copy of the revised register; and 
on the day succeeding such second meeting, one copy thereof 
shaii be delivered by the chairman to the county board of elec­
tions to be filed by them, and one copy shaH be retained by him 
for use by the district board of election. 

32. The county board of elections shaH deliver to the city 
clerk of the city in which an election other than a general election 
is to be held, seven weeks at least prior thereto, the copies of 
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the registers filed with said county board of elections at the 
previous general election, to be by the said city clerk delivered 
to the district boards of registry and election, six weeks at least 
preceding any such election. It shaii be the duty of the city clerk 
in each of the said cities to give notice by publication in at least 
two of the newspapers published in said city, of the time and 
place of the meetings of the district boards of registry and 
election, at least two weeks, once in each week, before the first 
day upon \Yhich such boards shaH meet; in cities of the first class 
the said notice shaii include a short description of the boundary 
lines of each election district and the location of the polling place 

therein. 

REGISTRATION IN ALL OTHER ::VIUNICIPALITIES FOR ELECTIONS 

OTHER THAN THE GENERAL ELECTION. 

33· In ali cities of this State having a population not exceeding 
thirty thousand and in all townships, towns, boroughs and munic­
ipalities other than cities, there shall be no new registration 
required for any election other than the general election; but the 
several boards of registry and election shaii procure and u5e in 
their respective districts at such election the copy of the register 
filed with the clerk of the municipality within which such election 
district may be situate; said boards shall meet on the Tuesday 
next preceding such election, to revise and correct said register 
in the manner hereinbefore provided for the revision or the regis­
ters in cities having a population exceeding thirty thousand; and 
each election clerk of every district shall cause at least three 
notices of the time and place of such meeting to revise and correct 
said register, to be conspicuously posted in public places within 
such district, at least one week before such meeting; no copy o£ 
such revised register need be posted, but a copy shall be filed 
with the county board of elections within one clay thereafter; 
provided> however, that when any other provisions than are 
herein contained are made by law for registration at any election 
other than a general election, sw:~h other provisions shaii apply to 
such r,egistration. 

3 MES 



34 

MEETING OF COUNTY BOARDS OF ELECTION BEFORE ELECTIONS 

OTHER THAN THE GENERAL ELECTION. 

34· It shall be the dt<ty of the several county boards of elec­
tionc to sit on Thursday and also on Saturday next preceding 
any election in their respective counties other than a general 
election, for the purpose of adding to the register the names of 
any legal voters entitled to vote at such election, and erasing 
therefrom the name of any person not so entitled to vote; and 
such county board shall proceed in all respects as is provided for 
the revision by them of the register for the general election. 

35· ·whenever the boundaries of any election district in any 
township, city or other municipality within this State shall have 
been changed or any new district created between the time of 
holding the general election and the time of holding the next 
local or special election, or where the boundaries of any election 
district shall not· be the same as at the general election, it shall 
be the duty of the county board of elections, on being notified 
thereof, to appoint a board of registry and election for such elec­
tion district, in the manner hereinbefore provided for the appoint­
ment of district boards of registry and election; and such district 
board shall thereupon proceed to make and revise a register of 
all the names of the legal voters in such election district; such 
register shall be made and revised so far as is practicable at the 
times and in the manner hereinbefore provided for the making 
and revising of the register for the general election; in all newly­
created municipalities, the registry for the first election shall be 
made as herein directed, unless otherwise provided by any general 
law relating to such newly-created municipalities. The members 
of any such district board of registry and election shall hold 
office until the thirty-first day of August following their appoint­
ment. 

PROCEEDINGS APPLICABLE TO ALL REGISTRATIONS. 

36. The proceedings of every board of registry shall be open 
to the public, and all persons entitled to the right of suffrage in 
the election district shall be entitled to be freely heard in relation 
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to the revision and correction of the registers; whenever a voter 
shall be registered by affidavit a separte affidavit shall be required 
for each person so registered, which shall contain the address of 
the affiant and be signed by him; such affidavits shall be pre­
served in the custody of the member of the board of registry and 
election acting as judge until the completion of the registry; all 
such affidavits shall then be delivered by such judge to the county 
board of elections, who shall give a receipt for the same, stating 
the number received; and the said county board of elections shall 
preserve such affidavits for six months after election, or until 
required to produce the same by any court or tribunal authorized 
to require their production as evidence in such court or tribunal. 

37· No person, except as hereinafter provided, shall be allowed 
to vote unless his name shall be found on the register; and if any 
member or members of the board of registry and election shall 
willfully refuse to enter in the canvassing-books or upon the 
registers the name of any person legally entitled to vote, or shall 
register the name of any person contrary to the provisions of 
this act, or on the day of election shall receive the vote of any 
person whose name shall not appear on the revised and corrected 
register, unless such name shall have been ordered added thereto 
in the manner herein provided, such member or members shall 
be punished, on conviction, by a fi ne not exceeding one thousand 
dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding two years, or both, 
in the discretion of the court. 

38. Any person who shall cause or procure his name to be 
registered in more than one election district, or shall cause or 
procure his name or that of any other person to be registered, 
knowing that he or the person whose name he has procured to 
be registered, is not entitled to vote in the election district where­
in said registry is made, at the next election to be held therein, 
or who shall falsely personate any registered voter, will be 
punished for each offense by a fine not exceeding one thousand 
dollars, or imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years, or 
both, at the discretion of the court. 

39· Every board of registry and election shall place upon said 
registers the name of any person who shall appear before them 
and satisfy them by an affidavit in writing that such person will, 
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on the day of the next ensuing election, be entitled, under the 
constitution and laws of this State, to exercise the right of suf­
frage in that election district, and every person swearing falsely 
in any such affidavit shall be guilty of perjury, and incur the 
penalty thereof; every such affidavit shall, within t\vo days, be 
forwarded to the county board of elections, to be by them kept 
as provided in this act. 

40. If any person shall, after being registered in one election 
district, move into another election district in the same county, 
he may apply to the board of registry and election, on election 
day, to have his name erased from the register and a certificate 
given him to that effect, which certificate shall be signed by said 
board, or a majority thereof, and on presentation of such certifi­
cate to the board of election of the district where he then re­
sides, his name and residence (including street and numbr, if 
any) shall be placed on the register of such district, where he 
shall then be allowed to vote; provided, that said latter board 
may require him to make a statement, under oath, to satisfy 
themselves of his right to vote; the presentation of such certificate 
shall be noted on the register and the certiflcate preseryed, and 
at the close of the election attached to the register and filed there­
with with the county clerk. 

41. All register of voters or register-books which are required 
to be filed with the county clerks of the various counties of this 
State, by and under this act, shall be preserved by such county 
clerks for a period of five years after the holding of the general 
election at which they were used, and thereafter shall be sold by 
such county clerks as waste paper, the proceeds to be paid into the 
county treasury. The several county clerks are hereby authorized 
to sell all register books, or register of voters which have been 
on file five years previous to the passage of this act, the proceeds 
to be paid into the county treasury. 

NOJVHN A 'l'IONS. 

42. The names of candidates for public office nominated in 
accordance with the provisions of this act, and no others, shall 
be printed on the ballots as hereinafter provided and directed. 
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In the case of individual voters, or a body of voters not consti­
tuting a political party of the size required for nominations at 
conventions or at the primary election, such nominations may 
be made by petition and not otherwise. In the case of a political 
party which, at the general election next preceding the election 
for which nominations are to be made, polled for members 
of the general assembly at least two per centum but less than 
five per centum of the total vote cast in the State, county or 
other territorial district or division in and for which nomina­
tions are to be made, such nominations may be made by a con­
vention or nominating body of delegates or voters organized 
according to the rules or customs adopted by such party. In 
the case of a political party which, at the general election next 
preceding the election for which nominations are to be made, 
polled for members of the general assembly at least five per 
centum of the total vote cast in the State, county or other ter­
ritorial district or division in and for which nominations are 
to be made, such nominations shall be made directly at primary 
elections held as provided by this act, and not otherwise, except 
to fill vacancies as herein provided; provided, that for any other 
election than the general election, nominations may be made by 
such political parties by convention without the holding of a 
primary election as herein provided, and no such primary elec­
tion shall be held for any election other than a general election. 

NOMINATIONS BY CONVENTION. 

43· All nominations made by any convention or nominating 
body shall be certified in a \'\·ritten or printed, or partly written 
and partly printed, certificate of nomination, which shall contain 
the name of each person nominated, his residence and post­
office address, the office for which he is named, and shall desig­
nate in not more than three words the title or name of the party 
or principles which such convention or nominating body repre­
sented; said certificate shall be signed by the presiding officer and 
secretary of such convention or nominating body, who shall 
add to their signatures their respective places of residence and 
post-office addresses, and severally make oath before an officer 

·~ 
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qualified to administer the same, that the affiants were respec­
tively such officers of such convention or nominating body, and 
that said certificate and the statements therein contained are true 
as they verily believe; and a certificate that such oath has been 
taken shall be made and signed by the officer administering the 
same and endorsed upon or attached to such certificate of nom­
ination. 

44· In case of a division in any party and claim by two or 
more factions to the same party name or title, the Secretary of 
State or the county or municipal clerk, as the case may be, shall 
give the preference of name or title to the convention of dele­
gates or nominating body held at the time and place designated 
in the call of the regularly-constituted party authorities; and if 
the other faction shall present no other party name or title, the 
Secretary of State or county or municipal clerk, as the case may 
require, shall select a n2.me or title and place the same at the head 
of the list of candidates of said faction on the ballot; if two or 
more conventions be called by authorities or bodies claiming to be 
the regularly-constituted authority or body of any party. the 
Secretary of State or county or municipal clerk, as the case may 
require, shall select suitable names or titles to distinguish the 
several factions, and the ballots shall be printed accordingly. 

NOMINATIONS BY PETITION. 

45· Nominations by petition shall be made as follows: 
Such petition shall be addressed to the Secretary of State or 

clerk of said county or municipality, as may be proper, and shall 
set forth the name or names and places of residence and post­
office addresses of the candidates for the offices to be filled, the 
office for which each candidate is named, and that such petitioners 
are legally qualified to vote for such candidates; said petition may 
also designate, in not more than three words, the title of the 
party or principle which the candidates therein named represent, 
and shaH be signed by legally qualified voters of this State, re­
siding within the district or political division in and for which 
the officer or officers nominated are to be elected, equal in num­
ber to at least two per centum of the entire vote cast for members 
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of the general assembly, at the then last preceding general elec­
tion in the State, county, district or other political division in 
and for which the nominations are made; provided) that when 
the nomination is for an office to be filled by the voters of the 
entire State, eight hundred signatures in the aggregate for each 
candidate nominated in said petition shall be sufficient; pmuidcd) 
also) that not more than one hundred signatures shall be required 
to any petition for any officers to be elected, save only such as 
are to be voted for by the voters of the State at large; in case of 
a first election to be held in a newly-stablished election district, 
county, city or other political division, the number of fifty sig­
natures to a petition shall be sufficient to nominate a candidate 
to be voted for only in such election district, county, city or other 
political division; every voter signing a petition shall add to his 
signature his place of residence, post-office address and street 
number, if any; such voter may sign one petition for each officer 
and no more, but all the names need not be signed to one petition; 
before any petition shall be filed as hereinafter provided, at least 
five of the voters signing the same shall make oath before a duly­
qualified officer that the said petition is made in good faith, that 
the affiants verily believe all the signatures thereto to be genuine 
and those of duly-qualified voters; and a certificate that such 
oath has been taken shall be indorsed upon or annexed to the 
petition by the officer before whom the same is made. 

CERTIFICATB OF NOMINATION AND PETITION; VACANCIES. 

46. All certificates of nomination and all petitions naming 
candidates for office to be filled by voters of the entire State, or 
of any congressional district, or of any political division greater 
than a single county, shall be filed with the Secretary of State at 
least twenty-fiye days previous to the election at which the can­
didates nominated are to be voted for; all certificates and peti­
tions naming candidates to be voted for by all the voters of a 
single county or more than a single political division thereof, 
shall be filed with the clerks of the respective counties wherein 
the officers nominated are to be voted for at least fifteen days 
prior to such election; all other certificates and petitions shall be 
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filed with the clerks of the respective municipalities wherein the 
candidates nominated are to be chosen at least thirteen clays be­
fore the election whereat they are to be voted for; all certificates 
and petitions when filed shall be open, under proper regulation, 
for public inspection, and the same shall be preserved for one 
year; candidates nominated for any office in any certificate or 
petition shall manifest their acceptance of such nomination by a 
written acceptance thereof, signed by their own hand, upon or 
annexed to and filed with such certificate or petition, or if the same 
person be named for the same office in more than one petition 
annexed to one of such petitions; the name of any candidate who 
shall fail in such manner to signify his acceptance of the nomi­
nation shall not be printed upon the ballots; it shall be the duty 
of the county clerks to certify to the Secretary of St.ate. within 
five days prior to the general election, the names, places of resi­
dence and post-office addresses of the several candidates nomi­
nated for senator and members of the general assembly, together 
with the title of the party nominating said candidates, and 
whether by convention or petition, or directly at any primary 
election according to bw, with the elates of holding such con­
vention and of the filing of such certificates of nominations and 
petitions. 

47· It shall be the duty of the Secretary of State at least fif­
teen days before any election whereat any candidates nominated 
in any certificates or petition filed with him is to be voted for 
to make and certify, under his hand and seal of office, and for­
ward to the clerks of the several counties of the State a statement 
of all the candidates nominated by certificate or petition filed 
in his office for whom voters within any such county may be by 
law entitled to vote at such election; such statement, in addition 
to the names of the candidates for President and Vice-President 
of the United States, if any such have been included in any 
such certificate or petition filed with him, shall also contain the 
names and residences of all other candidates, the offices for 
which they are respectively nominated, and the names of the 
parties by which, or the political appellation under which they 
are respectively nominated; candidates nominated by petition, 
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without distinctive political appellation, shall be certified as in­

dependent candidates. 
48. Whenever any person nominated for public office by any 

of the modes in this act provided, except at a primary election, 
shall, at least thirteen days before the day of election, in a writ­
ing signed by him and duly acknowledged, notify the officer 
with whom the original certificate of his nomination was filed 
that he declines such nomination, the same shall be void, and his 
name shall not be printed upon the ballots; the officer to whom 
such notification is given shall forthwith infotm, by mail or 
otherwise, the chairman and secretary whose names are attached 
to the original certificate of nomination, if the nomination was 
by certificate, that such nomination has been declined; or if the 
nomination was by petition, then the officer to whom the noti­
fication or declination is given shall forthwith, by mail or other­
wise, inform at least five of the persons who signed the petition 
nominating such candidate that such nomination has been de-• 
dined. 

49· It shall be lawful for any candidate, the certificate of whose 
nomination, or petition for whose nomination, shall have been 
filed as required by this act, if such certificate or petition, or any 
affidavit or affidavits thereto, be defective, to cause such certifi­
cate or petition, and the affidavit or affidavits thereto, to be 
amended in matters of substance or of form, as may be necessary, 
or such amendment or amendments may be made by filing a new 
or substitute certificate or petition, or affidavit or affidavits, and 
the same, when so amended, shall be of the same effect as if 
originally filed in said amended form; provided, however, that 
every amendment shall be made at least five clays before the elec­
tion. The provisions of this section shall be liberally construed 
to protect the interests of candidates. 

so. Should any person so nominated by petition or certificate 
of nomination die before election clay or decline the nomination 
as in this act provided, or shall any certificate or petition of 
nomination be insufficient or inoperative, the vacancy or vacan­
cies thus occasioned may be filed in the manner required for 
original nominations; if the original nomination was made by 
a party convention which had delegated to a committee the power 
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to fill va:cancies, such committee may, upon the concurring of 
such vacancies, proceed to fill the same; the chairman and sec­
retary of such committee shall thereupon make and file with 
the proper officer a certificate setting forth the cause of the va­
cancy, the name of the person nominated, the office for which 
he was nominated, 'the name of the person for whom the new 
nominee is to be substitu~ed, the fact that the committee was 
authorized to fill vacancies, and such further information as is 
required to be given in any original certificate of nomination; 
the certificate so made shall be executed and sworn to by the 
chairman and secretary of such committee in the manner pre­
scribed for the original certificate of nomination, and shall, upon 
being filed at least thirteen days before election, have the same 
force and effect as an original certificate of nomination; when 
such certificate shall be filed with the Secretary of State, he 
shall, in certifying the nominations to the various county clerks, 
insert the name of the person who has thus been nominated to 
fill a vacancy, and in the event that he has already sent forward 
his certificate, he shall forthwith certify to the clerks of the proper 
counties the name and description of the person so nominated 
to fill a vacancy, and the office he is nominated for, the party or 
political principle he represents, and the name of the person for 
whom such nominee is substituted. 

5 I. All certificates of nomination which are in apparent con­
formity with the provisions of this act shall be deemed to be 
valid unless objection thereto shall be duly made in writing and 
filed with the officer with whom the original certificate was filed 
\Yithin t\yo clays after the filing of said certificates; in case such 
objection is made, notice thereof, signed by said clerk, shall forth­
with be mailed to all candidates who may be affected thereby, 
addressed to them at their respective places of residence as given 
in said certificate of nomination; the said officer with whom the 
original certificate was filed shall in the first instance pass upon 
the validity of such objection, unless an order shall be made in 
the matter by a court of competent jurisdiction, and file his 
determination in writing in his office at least thirteen clays before 
the election, which determination shall be open for public inspec­
tion, and the justice of the Supreme Court holding the Circuit 
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Court in and for. the county in which any certificate of nomina­
tion shall be filed, on the application or complaint, duly verified, 
of any candidate setting forth any invasion or threatened inva­
sion of his right~ under the certificate of nomination filed with 
any county or municipal clerk, is hereby empowered and required 
to determine upon said application or complaint in a summary 
way and make such order thereupon as will protect and enforce 
the rights of such candidates. 

52. When electors for President and Vice-President of the 
United States are to be voted for the names of the candidates for 
President and Vice-President, for whom the electors named in 
any certificate or petition are nominated to vote, may be included 
in such certificate or petition; and when so included the names of 
such presidential and vice-presidential candidates, together with 
the party names and political appellations, names of other cancli­
dates for any offices, if any, designated in the certificate or peti­
tion, shall be printed upon the ballot in the manner hereinafter 
directed. 

PRIMARY ELECTIONS. 

53· Primary elections shall be held for political parties which 
at the general election next preceding the election for which 
nominations are to be made polled for members of the General 
Assembly at least five per centum of the total vote cast in the 
State, county or other territorial district or division in and for 
which nominations are to be made. 

54· All candidates of political parties for all public offices, 
whether State, county, municipal or otherwise, to be filled by 
popular vote, including Presidential electors and Members of 
the House of Representatives of the United States, shall be nomi­
nated directly, without the intervention of delegates or conven­
tions, at such primary elections. 

55· The said primary elections shall be held at the same time 
and place for all political parties entitled to such primary elec­
tion, and shall be conducted at public expense. The time shall 
be the third Tuesday of September in each year from one o'clock 
in the afternoon until nine o'clock in the evening. The place 
shall be the place provided in each election district by the respect-
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ive municipal clerks for holding such election as provided in this 
act. The board of registry and election of each election district 
in the State shall meet at such place at one o'clock in the after­
noon of such day and continue in session until nine o'clock in the 
evening for the sole purpose of conducting primary elections, 
and shall then and there hold the primary election as provided in 
this act. Said primary elections shall be conducted by the boards 
of registry and election substantially as general elections are con­
ducted, and all provisions of this act relating to general elections 
are hereby made applicable to said primary elections, except so 
far as the same may conflict with or be not consistent with the 
provisions herein contained for such primary elections. Official 
primary ballots may be delivered before the primary election to 
parties as herein provided. The two members of such board 
appointed from the political party which at the last preceding 
general election cast the largest number of votes in their county 
shall conduct the primary election of said party, having sole 
charge of the ballot-boxes of said party, and delivering, receiv­
ing and depositing the official ballots voted by members of such 
party, and having the right to challenge only the voters offering 
to vote the ticket of such party as herein provided, and the mem­
bers of said board appointed from the political party casting the 
next largest number of votes in said county at said election shall, 
in like manner, conduct the primary election of such political 
party. All the members of said board of registry and election 
shall conduct the primary election of any other political party 
holding a primary election as herein provided. Notice of the 
time and place of holding such primary election shall be given by 
the clerks of election by posting advertisements at five or more 
conspicuous places in their respective election districts at least 
five days before such primary election. 

56. The first day for the registry of voters entitled to vote at 
the annual election in each year in all election districts in cities 
having a population exceeding thirty thousand shall hereafter 
be the second Tuesday in September of such year. The board 
of registry and election in each election district in cities having 
a population exceeding thirty thousand shall, on the first day 
for the registry of voters entitled to vote at the annual election, 
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in addition to registering the names of legal voters as provided 
in this act, also enroll the names of persons entitled to vote at 
the ensuing primary election. There shall be a separate enc·oU­
ment list for each political party holding a primary election under 
the provisions of this act, and the enrollment for each political 
party shall be conducted by the members of the board of registry 
and election who shall conduct the ensuing primary election of 
such party. No names shall be enrolled in any election district, 
except such names as shall be registered on the first registry day 
in such district for the ensuing general election. As soon as the 
name of a voter shall be registered by the board of registry and 
elections said board shall inquire whether such name is to be 
enrolled for the ensuing primary election. If such voter shall 
desire enrollment such voter, in case of personal registration, or . 
in case of registration by affidavit, then the signer of such affi­
davit shall thereupon state the political party in whose ballot-box 
such voter intends to vote at the ensuing primary election. The 
members of such board conducting the enrollment for such po­
litical party shall thereupon enroll the name of such person on 
the enrollment list of such party. Any person who shall have 
been registered by af-fidavit, and thereupon enrolled by the signer 
of such affidavit, may appear personally before the board of reg­
istry and election during the hours of registration on said first 
registry day, and cause such enrollment made by the signer of 
such affidavit to be cancelled, and his name to be re-enrolled. 
It shall be unla,dul for any person to cause his name to he enrolled 
on more than one enrollment list for use at the same primary 
election, whether in the same or different election districts. Such 
enrollment lists shall be arranged by streets and street numbers, 
substantially in the same mannr as provided for registry lists 
in this act. On the clay succeeding such meeting a copy of each 
enrollment list, in hand-bill form, shall be posted by the mem­
bers of the board of registry and election having charge of such 
enrollment, in some conspicuous place in such election district 
in the immediate neighborhood of the place of such meeting. 
The original enrollment lists shall be retained for use on the clay 
of the primary election, and after such primary election shall 
be delivered by the board to the municipal clerk, with the bal-
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lot-boxes. Such lists shall be kept by said municipal clerk for 
one year, subject to public inspection. Any person who shall 
unlawfully enroll any name on any enrollment list of any political 
party, or shall procure, or attempt or procure, any name to be 
unlawfully enrolled thereon, or any person who shall destroy 
or mutilate any such enrollment list, or shall remove,. destroy or 
mutilate any copy thereof posted in accordance with this act, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished, upon 
conviction thereof, by a fine of not more than five hundred dol­
lars, or by imprisonment for not more than three years, or both. 

57· No name shall be printed upon any primary ballot for 
use at such primary election unless endorsed by petition as herein 
provided. Such petition shall set forth that the signers are quali­
fied voters of the political division for which the nomination is, 
or nominations are, to be made; that they are members of a po­
litical party (naming the same), and that at the last election for 
members of the General Assembly preceding the execution of 
said petition they voted for a majority of the candidates whose 
names were printed upon the ticket as candidates of such party, 
and that they intend to support the candidates of said party at 
the ensuing election; that they endorse the person or persons 
named in their petition as candidate or candidates at the ensuing 
primary election for nomination for the office or offices therein 
named, and that they request the names of said person or persons 
to be printed upon the official primary ballot of such political 
party as the candidate or candidates for such nomination. Said 
petition shall further state the residence and post-office address 
of each person so endorsed, and shall certifly that the person or 
persons so endorsed is or are legally qualified under the laws 
of this State to be nominated. Each of the said petitions shall 
be signed by the petitioners, with their names, residences and 
post-office addresses, and shall be verified by the oath or affirma­
tion of one or more of the signers thereof, taken and subscribed 
before a person qualifi,ed under the laws of this State to admin­
ister an oath, to the effect that such petition is signed in their 
own proper handwriting by each of the signers thereof; that such 
signers are, to the best of the knowledge and belief of the affiant, 
legal voters of the said political division for which the nomina-
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tion is, or nominatioris are, to be made as stated in said petition, 
and belong to the political party named in said petition, and that 
such petition is prepared and filed in absolute good faith for the 
sole purpose of endorsing the person or persons therein named, 
in order to secure his or their nomination or selection as stated 
in said petition; provided, that the signers to any single petition 
shall not therein endorse and recommend more persons as candi­
dates at such primary election for nomination to any office than 
may be voted for at the ensuing general election by any single 
signer thereof; and, provided further, that ever signer to a peti­
tion shall be a legal voter of the State, resident in the political 
division for which the nomination is to be made for which any 
person therein endorsed is a candidate. All signers to any one 
petition shall be members of the same political party. The term, 
"political division," as used in this act, is intended to embrace 
the State, a congressional district, county, city, town, township, 
borough, village, or other municipality; also a ward or alder­
manic district; also any two or more wards, aldermanic districts, 
municipalities or counties, the voters of which together shall be 
by law entitled to fill any public office at any general election; and 
generally, the State or any portion thereof, any county or any 
portion thereof, or any municipality or any portion thereof, the 
voters of which alone shall be by law entitled to fill any public 
office at any general election. 

s8. Every petition endorsing a person as a candidate at any 
primary election held under the provisions of this act for nomi­
nation to the office of Governor of this State shall require at 
least eight hundred ~igners. Every petition endorsing a person 
or persons as a candidate or candidates at such primary election 
for nomination for the position of elector of President and Vice­
President of the United States shall require at least four hun­
dred signers. Every petition endorsing a person as a candidate 
at such primary election for nomination to be a member of the 
House of Representatives of the United States shall require at 
least two hundred signers. All petitions endorsing nominees for 
Governor, Presidential electors and members of the House of 
Representatives of the United States shall be filed with the Sec­
retary of State at least thirty clays prior to the time fixed by law 



• 

48 

for holding the primary election, and said Secretary of State 
shall, at least twenty clays prior to such time for holding such 
primary election, certify the names of all of said candidates en­
clm·secl in such petitions, specifying the proper political party and 
office for each name as shown in such petitions to the county 
clerk of each county the. voters of which shall be entitled by law 
to vote for a candidate for such office at the ensuing general 
election. Every petition endorsing a person or persons as a can­
didate or candidates at such primary election for the nomination 
to any public office (except member of the House of Representa­
tives of the United States) to be filled by the voters of a single 
county shall require at least one hundred signers, and every peti­
tion endorsing any candidates at such primary election for nomi­
nation for public office (except member of the House of Repre­
sentatives of the United States) to be filled by the voters of a 
part of a county, but more than one municipality therein, shall 
require at least twenty signers, and such petitions shall be filed 
·with the county clerk of such county at least twenty clays prior 
to the time fixed by law for holding the primary election. The 
county clerk of each county shall, at least fifteen days prior to 
such time for holding such primary election, certify the names of 
all of the candidates for nomination to public office endorsed in 
the petitions filed with such clerk, or certified to him by the Sec­
retary of State, specifying the proper political party and office 
for each name as shown in such petitions, or as certifiec1 to him 
by the Secretary of State, to the clerk of each municipality in 
such county, the voters of which shall be entitled by law to vote 
for a cai1didate for such office at the ensuing general election. 
All petitions, except those herein required to be filed with the 
Secretary of State, or the several county clerks, shall be filed 
with the appropriate municipal clerk at least fifteen days before 
the time set for the primary election. Every petition endorsing 
any candidate at such primary election for nomination to any 
public office to be filled by the voters of one or part of one muni­
cipality in any county shall require at least fifty signers; provided, 
howev·er

1 
that no more than ten signers shall be necessary to any 

petition endorsing any candidate for nomination to any public 
office to be filled by the voters of a single ward, borough or 
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township. \Vhenever the number of signers required for any 
petition endorsing any candidate at a primary election for nomi­
nation of any political party to any public office as hereinbefore 
set forth shall exceed ten per centum of the total number of votes 
cast by such political party in the political division for which the 
nomination is to be made for its candidate for Governor at the 
gubernatorial election next preceding the primary election for 
\Yhich such petition is to be filed, in such case the number of 
signers to such petition may be less than as hereinbefore required, 
hut shall not be less than such ten per centum. The names of the 
persons endorsing any candidate or candidates for nomination 
as herein provided need not all be signed to one single petition, 
hut separate petitions endorsing the same person or persons for 
nomination to the same office or offices shall be considered as 
one petition. 

59· Accompanying said petitions, or one of them, each person 
endorsed therein shall file a certificate stating that he is qualified 
for the office or position mentioned in said petition; that he con­
sents to stand as a candidate therefor at the ensuing primary 
election; and that if nominated or chosen, he agrees to accept; 
the name of any person endorsed as aforesaid who shall fail to 
certify his consent and agreement as aforesaid, shall not be printed 
upon the ballots to be. tlsecl at such primary election. 

6o. Any legal voter shall have the right to object to any peti­
tion endorsing a candidate for nomination to ·any office for which 
such voter shall be entitled to vote at the ensuing general elec­
tion, which petition shall have been filed for primary election 
purposes under the provisions of this act, by filing within three 
clays after the termination of the period fixed by law for filing such 
petition, with the municipal clerk, county clerk or Secretary of 
State, as the case may be, with whom such petition shall have 
been filed, a written complaint and a copy thereof, setting forth 
the facts and containing a statement of the objections to such 
petition, which complaint shall be duly verified by the oath of 
such objector. It shall be the duty of the officer with whom any 
such complaint shall be filed immediately to serve upon the can­
didate named in said petition the copy of said complaint so filed 
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by delivering the same to said candidate personally, or by leaving­
the same at his place of residence, as stated in such petition, \Yith 
any person residing there over the age of fourteen years, and at 
the time of such service to notify him in writing that a hearing­
will be had on said complaint, stating the place, hour and day 
of such hearing; such hearing shall be held not less than one day 
and not more than two days from the time of service of such 
petition and notice. The said officer is hereby authorized to hold 
such hearing and to swear witnesses and to take such testimony 
as may be presented before him, and to decide and determine 
whether such petition is in form and substance in accordance 
with the requirements of this act; such decision shall be rendered 
at the conclusion of the hearing, and if said officer shall decide 
that such petition is not a proper and valid petition, he shall 
endorse thereon a memorandum to that effect, and such petition 
shall thereupon be of no force and virtue unless the decision of 
such officer shall be reversed by a justice of the Supreme Court 
as herein provided. Either the objector to a petition or the candi­
date endorsed therein shall have the right to apply to any justice 
of the Supreme Court within twenty-four hours after such 
officer shall have rendered his decision for an order requiring 
such officer to send up to such justice forthwith a true and 
correct copy of such petition and complaint, together with a true 
statement of facts brought out in the hearing before such officer, 
and all other papers and matters connected therewith, and the 
said justice shall, as soon as possible, on such notice to the oppo­
site party as he may determine, review the decision and deter­
mination of such officer in a summary way, and shall make such 
order thereon as shall be proper to carry into effect the intent ancl 
purpose of this act; a copy of said order shall be forthwith filed 
with the officer of the said county or State with whom the peti­
tion was filed. Any candidate endorsed in any petition which 
shall be rejected or declared invalid may, within one day after 
such rejection or nullification, file a new petition, which shall be 
in the same form and verified in the same manner as required for 
original petitions, but need not be signed by more than a majority 
of the persons signing the original petition. 
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6r. Should any person endorsed in any petition as a candidate 
to be voted for at any primary election die before such election, 
or in writing filed ten days before the primary election with the 
Secretary of State or the county or municipal clerk with whom 
such petition shall be filed decline to stand as a candidate, the 
vacancy or vacancies thus caused shall be filled by a majority of 
the persons signing the petition in and by which the person so 
dying or declining was endorsed, immediately filing with the 
Secretary of State or the county or municipal clerk, as the case 
may be, a new petition ~eUing forth, in addition to the statements 
required in the original petition, the name of the person declining­
or dying, the office for nomination to which he was endorsed and 
the name of the person to be substituted; the said petition shall he 
verified by three of the signers; the said new petition shall have 
the same force and effect as the original petition; the Secretary 
of State and the several county clerks shall without delay certify 
the name of any person or persons so substituted in substantially 
the same manner as herein proYided for candidates endorsed in 
original petitions hereunder, and the name of any person substi­
tuted as herein provided shall be printed upon the primary ballots 
in the place and stead of the person dying or declining as afore­
said. 

62. The several municipal clerks shall prepare and cause to 
be printed separate official ballots, one ballot for each political 
party, members of which have filed petitions as aforesaid, for use 
at such primary elections, placing thereon the names of the per­
sons endorsed in said petitions filed with such clerk, ancl also the 
names certified to such mnnicipal clerk by the county clerk; the 
names of all persons endorsed as aforesaid by members of a 
political party, or certified as herein provided, ancl no others, 
shall be placed upon the official primary ballot of that party: the 
said names shall he arranged upon said ballots in alphabetical 
order under the title of the office to be filled, except that in all 
cases where more than one person is to be elected to the same or 
similar office and the petitioners desire, and so request in their 
petition, the municipal clerk shall print consecutively all of the 
names so endorsed in such petition, and shall bracket all of the 
names in such petition under the name of the office to be filled. 
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At the head of the ballot of each party shall be printed a dis­
tinctive party name or title, as, for example, "Democratic Pri­
mary T'icket" or "Republican Primary Ticket''; belmY, in appro­
priate places upon said ballots, shall be printed brief instructions 
to the voter, stating for how many candidates for nomination to 
each office the voter may vote, and stating that the voter must 
indicate his choice in each instance by erasing· all names printed 
on said ticket, except the names of the candidates for vvhom he 
wishes to Yote. The ballots so prepared for each political party 
shall be the only ballots permitted to be Yoter at the primary 
election. 

63. Said ballots shall be made up ancl printed substantially in 
the following form, to wit: 

DJ2"10CR.~'fiC PRDL\RY TICKE'l'. 

Erase the names of candidates, except those for whom you 
wish to yote. Erase by clra\\·ing a single line \Yith a black lead 
pencil horizontally across the same. Do not make anv other 
mark on the ticket. 

For Go·-ucrnor. 

(Vote for one.} 

Da,·icl Jones, 
Henry \\' alker. 

For Jfclllbcr of the £1ousc ol Rcprcscntati'i.'CS. 

(Vote for one.) 

James Brown. 
Frederick Green. 

For County Clerk. 

(Vote for one.) 

Richard Roe. 
John Stiles. 
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For Members of the General Assembly. 

(Vote for three.) 

John Bro\vn, 
William King, 
William Smith, 
John Baker, 
Henry Decker, 
John White, 
William Wilson. 

For 1\1embers of Common Council. 

(Vote for one.) 

Edward Hall, 
George Jackson, 
Peter Randall. 

etc .. etc., using so much of said form as may be applicable to the 
current election and e;x:tending the same to provide for cases not 
therein specified, and a like ballot shall be printed for all other 
political parties for which a primary election is to be held here­
under. 

64. All primary ballots shall be printed on plain white paper, 
uniform in size and quality and type and of such thickness that 
the printing thereon cannot be distinguished from the back of 
the paper, and without any mark, device or figure thereon except 
in and by this act provided; on the back of such ballots shall be 
printed the \Yords "Official Ballot of the ................ Party 
for Primary Election, 190 ... "; after the designation of the year, 
which shall be in figures, shall follow the name of the election 
district of the municipality for which the ballot is provided, fol­
lowed by a fac-simile of the signature of the municipal clerk by 
whom the said ballot shall be printed. 

65. vVhenever it shall appear that any error or omission has 
occurred in the printing of the ballots for any primary election, 
by any municipal clerk, any voter resident in any election district 
affected by such error or omission may present to the justice of 
the Supreme Court holding the Circuit Court in and for the 
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county containing said election district a verified statement setting 
forth such error or omission, and such justice, being satisfied 
thereof, shall thereupon summarily, by his order, require the 
municipal clerk to correct such error and omission, or show cause 
why such error and omission should not be corrected, and make 
proper order thereon. 

66. Each municipal clerk shall provide and furnish for each 
existing political party, members of which have filed petitions as 
aforesaid, for the use of the voters at such primary, for each 
election district in his municipality, ballots of the kind and de­
scription aforesaid, equal to double the number of votes cast 
by such political party at the then last preceding election for 
members of the General Assembly held in such election district. 
\iVhen an election district shall be divided, or the boundaries 
thereof changed, or a new district created, the municipal clerk 
shall ascertain, as nearly as may be possible. the number of 
voters in the new or re-arranged or divided district, and provide 
therefor a sufficient number of ballots in the above proportion. 
No envelope shall be used at the primary elections held pursuant 
to this act. Any person or group of persons may, at their O\Yn 
expense, procure a supply of official primary ballots by ordering 
the same from the municipal clerk and pre-paying the cost of 
printing the same, and the same may be distributed before the 
primary election, and voted thereat. 

67. If at any primary election the ballots for any political party 
to be furnished therefor as provided in this act shall not be 
delivered at the time provided in this act, or if after deliYery 
they shall be destroyed or stolen, and other official ballots can­
not be obtained in time for such primary election. it shall be 
the duty of such municipal clerk, or the clerk of the board of 
elect.ion, as the case may be, to cause other ballots to be printed 
as nearly in the form prescribed by this act as practicable, but 
without the endorsement on the back thereof, which ballots so 
substituted shall be used at such primary election. If from 
any cause neither the official ballot nor the ballots otherwise 
prepared as hereinbefore provided shall be ready for distribu­
tion at any polling place, or if the supply of ballots for any politi­
cal party shall be exhausted before the polls are closed, unoffi-
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cial ballots, made as nearly as possible in the form of official 
ballots, shall be used. Where the use of official ballots is for 
any of the reasons aforesaid dispensed with, the mode and man­
ner of voting shall, nevertheless, in all respects conform as nearly 
as possible to the directions and requirements of this act. 

68. It shall be the duty of the municipal clerk to arrange the 
room procured for registry and election purposes by him, and to 
have constructed therein and ready for use before the primary 
elections, booths and compartments of the kind, number and 
description as are or may be by law required to be provided at 
the general election; black lead pencils shall be provided and 
placed in said booths or compartments for use by the voter in 
preparing his ballot to be voted, and no other kind of pencil 
shall be used for such purpo~e. 

6g. The said municipal clerk shall, on the morning of the clay 
preceding any primary election for which he is required by this 
act to provide ballots, cause to be delivered to the clerks of the 
board of registry and election of each election district \Yithin 
his municipality the ballots ancl the ballof-boxes provided for 
each election district, and to take a receipt of each election clerk 
therefor, ,,..·hich last mentioned receipt the clerk of such munici­
pality shall file and preserve for the period of one year; said 
election clerks shall, on the morning of the primary election, be­
fore proclamation of the opening of the polls, deliver the balhts 
by them received to the election boards of their respectiye elec­
tion districts, with the seals thereof unbroken, and shall take re­
ceipts therefor from said election board, which said receipts said 
election clerks shall file with the municipal clerk, and the same 
shall be preserved for one year; said municipal clerk shall also 
see that a separate ballot-box is provided for each political party 
for each election district in his municipality; said ballot-boxes 
shall be each composed of four glass sides, at least one foot 
wide and one foot high, with a wood or metal bottom and top. 
and with an opening at the top through which the ballots shall 
be inserted into the box; any ballot-box which can legally be 
used at any general election for members of the General As­
sembly may be used at the primary elections held pursuant to 
this act. 
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;o. Before proceeding vvith such primary election each of the 

four members of the board of registry and election shall take and 
subscribe an oath to be administered by any duly qualified person 
or by one member of the board to the others, that they and each 
of them will, to the best of his understanding and ability, con­
duct such primary election honestly and in accordance with law; 
that they will challenge, in the manner provided in this act, the 
vote of any person offering to vote at such election whom they 
believe not entitled to vote thereat, and they will also challenge 
the vote of any person at such election offering to vote in the bal­
lot-box of one existing political party, vvhom they believe, or 
have reason to believe, to belong to another existing political 
party, and that they will refuse to receive the vote of such per­
son, in case such vote is challenged, until he shall have taken an 
oath or affirmation to be administered by a member of the board 
in the form prescribed for challenges at general election, and also 
in the follmving form : 

"You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that you are a member 
of the ................ political party (specifying the political 
party to ,vhich the affiant claims to belong) ; that at the last 
election for members of the General Assembly at which you voted 
you voted for a majority of the candidates of said party whose 
names were printed on the ticket as candidates of said party, 
and that you intend to support the candidates of said party at the 
ensuing general election." In the case of voters voting for the 
first time in this State, the portion of said oath or affirmation in 
relation to voting at any previous election shall be dispensed 
with; and if the person so challenged shall refuse to take the oath 
or affirmation so tendered to him he shall be deemed not to be 
qualified or entitled to vote at such primary election. Any person 
making such oath or affirmation falsely shall be guilty of perjury. 

71. No person shall be qualified or allowed to vote at any 
primary election unless his name shall appear upon the registry 
list for the election district where he offers to vote, as made up 
on the second Tuesday of September of the year in which such 
primary election shall be held; and in any election district where 
an enrollment shall have been made as provided in this act no 
person shall be qualified or allowed to vote unless his name shall 
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appear upon the enrollment list of the political party in whose 
ballot-box he shall offer to vote; each voter shall ask the board 
of election for the party primary ticket he desires to vote, and 
thereupon shall receive one official ballot of the kind demanded, 
and no others; the said voter shall retire with said primary ballot 
to one of the booths or compartments, and therein with black 
pencil erase the names of all persons on said ballot except those 
for whom he desires to vote; nothing herein shall pre\·ent any 
voter from voting for any person whose name is not on his party 
ticket by writing the same thereon; while in the booth or com­
partment he shall fold the ballot so as to expose the endorsement 
on the back thereof, ancl on emerging from the booth shall proceed 
directly to the ballot-box of his political party, and there deliver 
his ballot, folded as aforesaid, to the proper member of the board 
of election, who shall forthwith, in the presence of the Yoter. 
deposit the same in the ballot-box provided for the political party 
of such voter, unless disqualified as provided in this act; if chal­
lenged, such voter shall make oath as prm·iclecl in this act before 
he shall be permitted to vote; should any yoter to "·hom an 
official ballot has been furnished spoil or rencler the same nni1t 
for use, he may obtain another from the board of election on 
returning the one so spoiled or unfitted for use, but uo more than 
three official ballots, one at a time, shall be furnished to any voter 
at any primary election; if any voter shall make oath or affirma­
tion that he is unable to read and write, and shall request the 
assistance of the board of registry and election in preparing- his 
ballot, the said board shall designate one of their numher to 
retire with said yoter to the booth and assist him in preparing 
his ballot. "\ny voter who shall Yote in the ballot-box of one 
political party at any primary election held under this act shall 
not be allowed to vote in the ballot-box of any other political 
party at the next thereafter succeeding primary election. At 
each primary election there shall be kept a separate book or list 
for each political party for which a primary election shall be held 
under the provisions of this act, which shall be called ancl laheled 
"Republican Primary Book," "Democratic Primary Book," or as 
the case may be. The board of registry and election shall record 
with ink in the primary book of the proper political party, as each 
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vote is cast at the primary election, the name of each voter who 
shall vote in the ballot-box of such party at such primary election. 
The primary book of each party shall be signed, after the close 
of such primary election, by the members of said board of regis­
try and election who shall have conducted the primary election 
of such party, and shall be delivered by said board to the clerk 
of the municipality at the time of the delivery of the ballot-boxes. 
Said primary books shall be kept by said municipal clerk in a safe 
and secure place, but open to public inspection upon demand, and 
at the ensuing primary election be delivered by him to the respect­
ive boards of primary and election for reference at such ensuing 
primary election. Any member of any board of registry and 
election who shall fail to make up any such primary book or 
deliver the same to the clerk of the municipality as herein pro­
vided, or any clerk of any municipality to whom such primary 
book shall be delivered who shall wilfully neglect to safely keep 
and re-deliver such primary book to the proper board of registry 
and election at the ensuing primary election, and any person who 
shall unlawfully erase from such primary book the name of 
anyone therein recorded as having voted at such primary election, 
or shall unla\dully change any such name, or shall unlawfully 
record or add any name in such book, shall be guilty of a mis­
demeanor, and on conviction thereof shall pay a fine of not more 
than one thousand dollars or be imprisoned for a t~rm not 
exceeding three years, or both, at the discretion of the court; 
Any voter whose name shall appear on any such primary book 
may apply to any justice of the Supreme Court, at any time prior 
to the next primary election, to have his name stricken from said 
book, or to have his name corrected in said book; and said judge 
shall have power to hear such application in a summary way, at 
such time and upon such notice to such persons as he may pre­
scribe, and if satisfied that the applying voter's name has been 
improperly or incorrectly placed in said primaray book may make 
an order directing the municipal clerk to erase said name from 
said primary book or correct such name as may be ordered, and 
such clerk shall thereupon make such erasure or correction. 

72. At the close of the primary election, the board of registry 
and election shall forthwith proceed to canvass and count the 
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votes cast at such election, proceeding in the manner indicated 
by the statement hereinafter provided for; the said board of 
registry and election shall at the conclusion of such canvass make 
up and sign a statement of the result of such election; said state­
ment shall in \Yords at length show the entire number of votes 
cast at such election. the whole number of ballots rejected. the 
whole number of ballots cast for each party as indicated by the 
party names at the head of the respective party tickets. and the 
number of votes received by each person as a candidate for nomi­
nation for office; such statement shall be in the following or like 
form: 

Statement of the result of a primary election held in the 
........ election district of the ............... 1 (municipality) 
in the county of ..... ·I· ••••••• and State of N e\v Jersey, o:1 
the ............ clay of ............ , r9o ... : 

At said election the total number of votes cast was 
The total number of democratic ballots cast \vas 
The total number of republican ballots cast \vas 
The total number of citizens' reform ballots cast \\'as 
The total number of ballots rejected was ..... . 
The total number of democratic ballots rejected \vas 
The total number of republican ballots rejected was 
The total number of citizens' reform ballots rejected 

was . ·I· .1 •• 

For candidate of the democratic party for Governor: 
David Jones received . . . . . . votes; 
Henry \Valker received ...... votes; 

For democratic candidate for member of the House of Repre­
sentatives: 

James Brown received ...... votes; 
Frederick Green received ...... votes; 

For democratic candidate for county clerk: 
. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . received 
•••••••••• 1 • • • • • • • • • • received ..... . 

votes; 
votes; 

-r 
il 
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Fpr democratic candidates for members of the general Assembly: 
........... ; ...... , .... , received ....... votes; 
o olo olo o o • o ol 

........... ) 
received 
received 

votes; 
votes; 

For democratic candidate for member of the common council: 
•••••• , •••• 1 •••••• 1 •••• , received . . . . . . votes; 

For member of the democratic county committee: 
............ , ..... ., .... received ....... votes; 

and in like form for all parties having candidates voted for at 
such election. To such statement shall be added a certificate in 
the follmving form : 

\V e certify the foregoing to be a true and correct statement of 
the result of the primary elections held in such district at the time 
above stated; that the same truly and correctly exhibits the entire 
number of votes cast for each political party at such election, the 
vvhole number of ballots rejected and the number of said ballots 
rejected belonging to each party respectively; also the number 
of votes received by any person to be a candidate of any party 
for any office named on any ballots cast at such election. 

In witness whereof, \Ye have hereunto set our hands this .... 
. ~.. . . . . . dav of .............. , one thousand nine hundred 
ancl .......... . 

l Board of 
r Registry and 
J Election. 

73· The board of registry and election in each election dis­
trict of each county of this State shall, \vithin three clays after 
the primary election in each year, fi}e a complete copy of the 
results of such primary election in their election district, signed 
by the members of said board, \Yith the clerk of the municipal­
ity in which such primary election is held, and such municipal 
clerk shall thereupon canvass such returns as to all nominations 
to public office in relation to which petitions for nomination are 
hy this act required to be filed with such municipal clerk; and 
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such municipal clerk shall, within six clays after such pnmary 
election, transmit to the county clerk of his county a certified 
copy of the results of such primary election as to all nomina­
tions to public office in relation to which the returns of such 
primary election are not herein required to be canvassed by 
such municipal clerk; and such county clerk shall forthwith can­
vass said returns as to all nominations to public office in relation 
to which petitions of nomination are by law required to be filecl 
with such county clerk: and such county clerk shall transmit 
to the Secretary of State, within nine days after such primary 
election, a certified copy of the results of such primary election 
as to all nominations for the office of Governor, presidential 
electors and member of the House of Representatives of the 
United States, or any of them, and the Secretary of State shall 
forthwith canvass the returns transmitted to him by the respec­
tive county clerks. The person having in the aggregate the 
highest number of votes, as shmn1 by the canvass of the Sec­
retary of State, or the county or municipal clerk, as the case 
may be, shall be the candidate of his respective party for the 
office to be filled. In case more than one person is to be elected 
to the same or similar office, the person having the highest 1111111-

ber of votes, to the extent of the number of persons to be 
elected to such office at the ensuing general election, shall be 
the candidates of their respective parties for such office. The 
s~cretary of State shall, in the same manner am! at the same 
time as provided by law for candidates nominated in any cer­
tificate or petition filed with such Secretary of State, certify 
the names of the persons so nominated for such offices at o.nch 
primary election, or selected or substituted as provided in this 
act, to the county clerk of each county, the Yoters of \Yhich 
shall be by law entitled to Yote for such nominees at the ensu­
ing general election. The county and municipal clerks respec-­
tively shall cause the names of the candidates so nominated to 
fill the respective offices at such primary election, or selected or 
substituted as herein provided, to be printed upon the proper 
official ballots to be used at the ensuing general election; pro­
vided, that the name of any can eli elate who shall fail to signify 
his acceptance of the nomination in the manner herein required 

~ 
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shall not be printed upon such ballot. Such acceptance shall be 
in writing, signed by the nominees, and shall in every case he 
filed \Yithin fifteen days after such primary election; in the case 
of nominations for Governor, presidential elector, or member 
of the House of Representatives of the United States, the Sec­
retary of State and the county clerk of a county in the case of 
nominations for public office in relation to which petitions of 
nomination are required by law to be filecl with such county 
clerk, and the clerk of each municipality, in the case of nom­
inations for public office in relation to which petitions of nom­
ination are required by law to be filed with .such municipal clerk, 
shall, within ten days after such primary election, in writing, 
notify each successful candidate of his nomination, and such 
candidate shall file his acceptance of the nomination \vith the 
Secretary of State, or the county or municipal clerk, as the case 
may be, by \Yhom he was notified. In the event of a failure to 
select a candidate for any political party at any primary election 
held under the prm·isions of this act by reason of two or more 
persons receiving the highest and the same number of votes, the 
State committee of the said political party, in any case where 
the petitions endorsing such persons were filed with the Secre­
tary of State, shall, at a meeting of such committee, by a major­
ity vote of the \vhole number of members, vive voce, select from 
the said persons receiving the highest and the same number of 
,·otes one to be the party candidate for the office in question, 
and shall file a certificate of such selection with the Secretary 
of State at least t\\·enty-five days before the ensuing election; 
in any such case \Yhere the petitions endorsing such persons 
\\'ere filed with the clerk of a county. or with the clerk of any 
municipality therein, the county committee of such political party 
in such county shall make such selection in like manner as above 
provided, and shall file the certificate thereof with the county 
or municipal clerk at least fifteen clays before the ensuing elec­
tion; such certificate shall in each case be signed by the presid­
ing officer and secretary of such committee meeting, who shall 
add to their signatures their respective places of residence, and 
post-office addresses, and severally make oath before an officer 
qualified to administer the same that the affiants are respectively 
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such officers, and that such certificate and the statements therein 
contained are true as they verily believe, and a certificate that such 
oath has been taken shall be made and signed by the officer 
administering the same and endorsed upon or attached to such 
certificate of selection; and the person so selected shall be the 
candidate of the party at the ensuing election; in the event of 
a failure of such committee to make such selection, the Sec­
retary of State, in cases 1vhere the petitions endorsing such peT­
sons \Yere filed with him, and the county or municipal clerk, 
in cases where the petitions endorsing such persons \\'ere filed 
with such county or municipal clerk, shall make the selection 
from the persons receiving said highest and the same nnmber 
of votes; in the event that any candidate chosen 2.t a primary 
elect ion for nomination for any office shall die, or remove from 
the political division for which he is nominated, or decline to nm 
as a candidate, or fail to file his acceptance as herein required 
before the ensuing election, the State committee of the political 
party to which the person so declining or dying belongs, in any 
case where the petition endorsing such candidate \Yas filefl with 
the Secretary of State, and in any case where such petition \Yas 
filed with the county clerk of a county, or with the clerk of any 
municipality therein, then the county committee of snch party in 
such county shall have the power to fill said vacancy at a meeting 
of such committee by a majority Yote of the whole number of 
members, viva voce, in like manner as above provided for the 
selection of a candidate in the case of a tie vote. and a certificate 
setting forth the facts. signed and verified by oath in like manner 
as above provided, shall be filed with the Secretary of State, or 
county or municipal clerk, as the case may be: and the person 
so nominated to fill such vacancy shall be the candidate of the 
party at the ensuing election. 

74· No member of one political party shall sign his name to 
any petition purporting to endorse any person as a candidate at 
a primary election for any nomination of another political party. 
nor shall any member of one political party vote at a primary 
election in the ballot-box used for the primary election of another 
political party; any person who, being a member of one political 
party, shall sign his name to any petition endorsing any person 

_ _, 
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as a candidate at a primary election for any nomination of an­
other political party, or any person who, being a member of one • 
political party, shall vote at a primary election in the ballot-box 
used for the primary election of another political party, shall, in 
each case be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction, shall be 
punished by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, or by 
imprisonment not exceeding three years, or both. 

75· No person shall vote at any primary election unless his 
name shall appear on the registry of voters made for the ensuing 
general election in the election district where he offers his vote; 
and in cities having a population exceeding thirty thousand no 
person shall vote at any such primary election in the ballot-box 
of a political party unless his name shall appear upon the enroll­
ment list of such party made for such primary election in the 
election district where he offers his vote; any person so voting 
shall be punished as provided by law for illegal voting. 

76. The chairman of the county committee of each political 
party in each county of the State may appoint one agent for each 
election district in his county, also each candidate whose name 
shall appear upon any primary ballot of an election district may 
appoint one agent for each of such election districts; such agents 
shall he challengers of their respectiYe parties at the primary 
election held under this act, and shall be at liberty to challenge 
the right of any person to vote thereat; the appointment of agents 
shall be made in writing under the hand of the respective county 
chairman, or candidates, as the case may be, and shall specify the 
names and residences of the agents, and the election districts for 
\Yhich they are severally appointed; such appointment papers shall 
be filed with the respective boards of election in the districts 
named therein as evidence of the authority of such agents to be 
present in the polling place; said agents may be present inside the 
railed enclosure while the votes cast at the primary election are 
being cast and counted, and hear and see said ballots counted; 
and every person whose name shall be printed upon the official 
primary ballot shall also have the rights and privileges of a chal­
lenger as hereinbefore provided. 

77· In any year preceding the election by the Legislature of 
this State of a United States Senator for this State it shall be 
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lawful at the primary election of any political party entitled to 
hold an election under the provisions hereof for the voters of 
such political party to express, in the manner hereinafter pro­
vided, their preference for United States Senator. 

78. Not less than thirty days prior to the elate fixed for such 
primary election not less than eight hundred voters of such 
political party may file with the Secretary of State a petition or 
petitions, substantially in the form provided for the nomination 
of candidates, endorsing any duly qualified member of their 
political party as a candidate for the endorsement of such political 
party for United States Senator. Said petition or petitions shall 
each be certified by the oath or affirmation of two or more of the 
signers thereof, taken and subscribed before a person qualified 
under the laws of this State to administer an oath, to the effect 
that such petition, to the best of the knowledge of the affiants, is 
signed in their proper handwriting by each of the signers thereof; 
that such signers are, to the best of the knowledge and belief of 
the affiants, legal voters of this State, and belong to the political 
party named in said petition; that the person named therein has 
the legal qualifications for the office of United States Senator; 
that such petition is prepared and filed in absolute good faith for 
the sole purpose of securing the endorsement by the voters of 
said party of the person therein named for United States Senator. 
Not less than twenty days prior to the holding of said primary 
election the Secretary of State shall transmit to the county clerk 
of each county copies of said petition. The county clerk shall, 
under his hand and seal, certify to each municipal clerk in his 
county, not less than fifteen days prior to said primary election, 
the name or names of all persons who have been endorsed by 
petitions transmitted to him as aforesaid. The said municipal 
clerks, in preparing the official ballot to be used at the said pri­
mary election for the said political party, shall insert thereon the 
words "Favored for United States Senator," and shall place 
thereunder the names of all persons of that party so certified to· 
said clerk, in alphabetical order. 

79· The voting, counting and canvassing of the votes cast for 
such candidates shall be the same as is provided for the voting,. 
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counting and canvassing of votes for nominations for the office 
of Governor. The Secretary of State shall tabulate the results, 
and prior to the convening of the session of the Legislature at 
which the election for United States Senator is to be held, pub­
licly announce the result, and shall at the opening session of 
such Legislature certify under his hand and seal a statement of 
the total votes received in each county, and also in the State, 
by each candidate for endorsement for United States Senator 
to the Senate and General Assembly and to each member thereof. 

8o. In filing his acceptance of a nomination for the office of 
State Senator or member of the General Assembly a candidate 
for such office may sign and file a copy of one of the two follow­
ing statements, copies of which shall be prepared by the county 
clerks and handed to each nominee for Senator or member of 
the General Assembly in the respective counties, and when such 
statement is signed and filed by the nominee the county clerks 
shall receive and preserve the sam as a public record, and sh::lll 
publicly announce, as soon as all acceptances of nominations 
have been filed what nominees or candidates have signed each 
form of statement : 

Statement No. I. 

"I further state to the people of .............. county that 
during my term of office I will vote for that candidate for United 
States Senator in Congress who has received the highest num­
ber of votes in my party in the county for that position at the 
primary election next preceding the election of a Senator in 
Congress, without regard to my individual preference." 

(Signature of the nominee.) 

Statement No. 2. 

"I further state to the people of .............. county that 
during my term of office I will vote for that candidate for United 
States Senator who has received the highest number of votes 
in my party in the State for that position at the primary election 
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next preceding the election of a Senator in Congress, without 
regard to my individual preference." 

(Signature of the nominee.) 

8r. The members of the county, city or other municipal com­
mittee of each political party holding a primary election as 
herein provided shall hereafter be elected at such primary elec­
tion, and not otherwise. Each election district in the county, 
city or other municipality, for which a party committee is or is 
to be formed, shall be entitled to elect, solely in and to represent 
such election district, one member of such committee. Candi­
dates for the position of member of any such committee shall be 
endorsed in petitions made up and filed with the municipal clerks 
substantially in the manner provided in this act for candidates for 
party nomination to public office to be filled by the voters of a 
single ward, borough or township, except that the signers thereof, 
who shall number at least ten, shall all be residents of the elec­
tion district for which the member is to be elected; the names of 
the candidates endorsed in such petitions shall be printed on 
the respective party primary ballots for the appropriate election 
district, and the method of voting and canvassing the votes for 
candidates for membership in such party committees shall be 
substantially as provided in this act in the case of candidates for 
such party nominations to public office. After the municipal 
clerk shall have canvassed the returns of the primary election 
and shall have determined the candidates elected as members of 
each committee of each party, he shall issue a certificate of election 
to each of such successful candidates, designating the committee 
to which such person is elected, which certificate shall entitle 
such person to membership in such committee. Such member 
shall serve for the term of one year, to commence on the fourth 
Tuesday of September of the year of his election. Such persons, 
and no others, shall be entitled to membership in such commit­
tee, and no other person shall act or attemept to act as a member 
of such committee; provided, that every such committee of each 
political party holding a primary election as herein provided 
shall be authorized to appoint, in such manner as it may deter­
mine, a member or members at large, not exceeding one addi-
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tiona! member for every ten elective members, or fraction 
thereof. Vacancies in any such committee may be filled by such 
committee at a meeting thereof by a viva voce vote of the major­
ity of the whole number thereof. 

82. The members of the State committee of each political party 
holding a primary election as herein provided shall be elected 
by the members of the county committee of such party in each 
county during the month of January in each year in which presi­
dential electors are to be elected. The basis of representation 
in such State committee and the number of members to be elected 
thereto shall be determined by such State committee; provided,. 
that each county committee of a political party holding a pri­
mary election under this act shall be entitled to elect at lea:=;t one 
member of the State committee of such party. It shall be the 
duty of the chairman of such State committee, on or before the 
first day of January in the year aforesaid, to notify the chair­
man of each county committee of his political party in writing 
of .the number of members of such State committee which sucl~ 
county committee shall be entitled to elect, and such county 
committee shall thereupon proceed to elect such members during 
such month of January at a meeting of said county committee 
members by a majority vote of the whole number of members, 
viva voce; the members elected to membership in the State com­
mittee of any such political party by each county committee 
of such party shall serve for four years from the time of their 
election, and such person, and no other, shall be entitled to mem­
bership in such State committee, and no other person shall act, 
or attempt to act, as a member of such committee; prm1ided, that 
any such State committee shall be authorized to appoint, in such 
manner as it may determine, such additional members to be 
members-at-large, as said committee may determine, not to ex­
ceed eight. Any vacancy in any State committee shall be filled 
by the county committee members of the county committee 
which made the original election. Any person who shall form. 
or attempt to form, in any other way than as herein provided, 
any State, county or municipal committee of any political party 
holding a primary election under the provisions of this act, or 
any person who shall act, or attempt to act, as a member of 
any such committee contrary to the provisions of this act, shall 
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be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, upon conviction thereof, 
be punished by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars, or 
by imprisonment for any term not exceeding three years, or 
both; provided, that it shall be lawful to continue as at present 
constituted any municipal or county committee of any political 
party holcling a primary election under the proyisions of this 
act until the time for election of members to such committee 
in accordance with the provisions of this act at the second pri­
mary election next after the passage of this act; and it shall 
be lawful to continue as at present constituted any State com­
mittee of any such political party until the next year after the 
passage of this act in which presidential electors are to be 
elected. 

83. Each county committee of each party holding a primary 
election under the provisions of this act shall, each year, at such 
time after the fourth Tuesday in September and before the next 
succeeding Tuesday, as the chairman shall fix, meet together 
with the persons nominated at the primary election in such year 
to be the party candidates for public office to be filled at the en­
suing general election by the voters of the whole of such county, 
for the purpose of considering the question of a party plat­
form or declaration of party principles for the ensuing election 
throughout such county, and may, if they so determine, form­
ulate such platform and promulgate the same in such 
manner as the committee and candidates may elect. The 
municipal committee of each such party in each mu­
nicipality shall meet with the candidates of their party 
nominated for public office in such municipality at a time be­
tween the days aforementioned to be fixed by the chairman of 
such committee in like manner as hereinbefore provided in the 
case of county committees and candidates, and shall consider, 
and may formulate and promulgate, a party platform for the 
ensuing election in such municipality. In each year wherein 
a public office is or public officers are to be filled by the voters 
of the whole State, or more than one county, the State committee 
of each such party, together with the party candidates nominated 
for such office or offices, shall meet at such a time between 
the days afore mentioned in such year, as the chairman of such 
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committee shall fix, and .shall consider, and may formulate and 
promulgate a State platform for the ensuing election for such 
offices. 

84. The following sections of this act relating to general 
elections shall especially apply, so far as may be, to the pri­
mary elections held pursuant to this act : Sections thirty-seven 
(37), thirty-eight (38), thirty-nine (39), forty (40), eighty­
five (85), ninety-eight (98), one hundred (roo), one hundred 
and one ( ror), one hundred and four ( 104), one hundred and 
seven ( 107), one hundred and eight ( ro8), one hundred and 
nine ( 109), one hundred and ten (II o), to one hundred and 
twenty-one ( 121), both inclusive, one hundred and twenty-six 
(126), one hundred and twenty-seven (127), one hundred and 
twenty-eight ( 128), one hundred and twenty-nine ( r 29), one 
hundred and sixty-six ( r66) to one hundred and seventy-two 
(172), both inclusive, one hundred and seventy-eight (178), one 
hundred and seventy-nine (179), one hundred and eighty (r8o), 
two hundred and forty ( 240), two hundred and forty-one ( 24 I), 
two hundred and forty-two ( 242), two hundred and sixty ( 260), 
two hundred and sixty-one ( 261), two hundred and sixty-five 
( 26 5), two hundred and sixty-six ( 266), two hundred and sixty­
seven ( 267), two hundred and sixty-nine ( 269), two hundred 
and seventy ( 270), two hundred and seventy-two ( 272) to 
two hundred and ninety-two ( 292), both inclusive, two hundred 
and ninety-four ( 294), two hundred and ninety-five ( 29 5), two 
hundred and ninety-seven ( 297) and two hundred and ninety-

nine (299). 
OFFICIAL BALLOTS. 

85. All ballots cast at any election shall (except as herein 
otherwise provided) be printed and distributed at public expense, 
and no ballots shall be cast or counted at any such election except 
such as are by this act provided for. 

86. There shall be one ballot on plain white paper, to be known 
as the general ballot, upon which shall be printed the names of 
candidates for public office to be filled by voters of more than 
one municipality and all questions or propositions to be submitted 
to such voters; provided) however) that the names of candidates 
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for the office of chosen freeholder shall in no case be printed on 
the general ballot, but only upon the municipal ballot as herein 
provided. In the case of any candidate regularly nominated in 
accordance with the provisions of this act for the office of chosen 
freeholder to be filled at any election by the voters of more than 
one municipality in any county, the county clerk of such county 
shall, at least thirten days before such election, certify the name 
of such candidate to the clerk of each municipality the voters of 
which shall be entitled to vote for such candidate. 

87. There shall be one ballot on paper of a medium shade of 
red, to be known as the municipal ballot, upon which shall be 
printed the names of candidates for public office to be filled by the 
voters of a single municipality or any part or division thereof, 
and also the names of candidates for the office of chosen free­
holder, whether or not such office is to be filled by the voters of 
more than one municipality, or a single municipality, or a part 
thereof, and also all questions or propositions to be submitted to 
the voters of one municipality only. 

88. There shall be printed upon the ballots to be used in each 
election district at each election only those names of candidates 
legally nominated in accordance with the provisions of this act 
and those questions or propositions for whom or for which the 
legal voters of such election district shall be entitled to vote at 
such election. There shall not be a separate ballot for each 
political party, but every nomination for the same office shall 
appear upon the same ballot, arranged as provided in this act; 
provided) that no ballot shall contain a greater number of names 
of persons nominated for any office by any one political party or 
group of petitioners than there are persons to be chosen at the 
election to fill such office. 

89. The county clerk of each county shall at the expense of 
such county provide the general ballots to be used therein. The 
clerk of each municipality shall at the expense of such munici:.. 
pality provide the municipal ballots for his municipality. 

90. All ballots shall be printed with black ink on paper of 
such thickness that the printing thereon cannot be distinguished 
from the back of the ballot, and without any mark, word, device 
or figure thereon except as in this act provided. Each kind of 
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ballot to be used in each election district shall be of uniform size. 
color, quality and type. 

91. The ballots shall be arranged as nearly as possible as fol­
lows: The nominees of each political party or group of peti­
tioners shall be placed each in a separate column under the appro­
priate party designation; in case no designation of party name or 
title shall have been made for a nominee, his name shall be placed 
in a column entitled "independent nominations." The columns 
shall be arranged from left to right in the following order : 
The political party whose candidate for Governor at the then 
1ast preceding gubernatorial election received the largest number 
of votes for that office shall be placed first, and the political 
party whose candidate for Governor at the then last preceding 
gubernatorial election received the next largest number of votes 
for that office shall be placed second, and all other political parties 
or groups of petitioners shall follow in the order of priority 
determined by the number of votes cast for gubernatorial candi­
dates at the then last preceding election for Governor; provided, 
that political parties or groups of petitioners which were not rep­
resented in such gubernatorial election by a candidate for Gov­
ernor shall follow the others in alphabetical order of their party 
designations; after the party columns shall be placed one or more 
columns for independent nominations as may be necessary. All 
columns are to be separated by heavy black lines, not less than 
one-eighth of an inch wide. In each column shall be placed the 
title of each office to be voted for, and directly under the title of 
each such office shall appear the name of the person nominated as 
a candidate for such office. The names of all candidates shall be 
so placed in the various columns that the titles of the same 
offices and the candidates therefor shall appear on or between the 
same horizontal lines on the ballot. The title of each office to be 
voted for, together with the name of the candidate therefor. 
shall be separated from the other offices and names appearing in 
the same column by light horizontal lines. After and to the right 
of the name of each candidate for each office, except as herein­
after provided in the case of Presidential candidates and electors, 
and within each party column, there shall be a square in which 
the voter may designate by a cross his choice for such office, and 
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.a similar square shall also appear in a corresponding location in 
the spaces wherein no candidates' names appear because of lack 
·Of nomination. In the same space with the title of each office to 
be voted for, and underneath the name of the candidate for such 
·office, if a candidate shall have been nominated, shall be printetd 
a clotted llne upon which a voter may write the name of a person 
for whom he desires to vote for such office, instead of the person 
whose name shall be printed in such space. All offices to be filled, 
together with the names of the persons who are candidates for 
such offices, shall be arranged within the columns in such order 
that candidates for office for whom, by reason of their represent­
ing a larger extent of territory, the greater number of voters shall 
in the aggregate be entitled to vote, shall precede those for whom 
a lesser number of voters may vote; provided, however, that the 
names of candidates for President, Vice-President and presi­
dential electors shall appear at the bottom of the appropriate 
columns as hereinafter provided. When any question or proposi­
tion is to be submitted to voters, such question or proposition 
shall be printed at the bottom of the ballot, and underneath the 
question shall be printed the word "yes" and "no," and after and 
to the right of each said words there shall be a square for voting 
purposes. There shall be a space at the top of each column in 
which shall be placed the party name and party emblem or device, 
to be chosen by the State committee of the political party, as 
hereinafter provided in this act, and under the party name and 
device a circle shall be printed, three-eighths of an inch in 
diameter, formed by black lines, in which the voter, by his mark, 
may designate that he votes for all the names printed in that 
column, except such as are stricken out in accordance with the 
provisions of this act. . 

92. It shall be the duty of the county and municipal clerks in 
the preparation of official ballots for any election under this act, 
to place on such ballots in each party column in the appropriate 
spaces arranged for voting purposes, the name or title of each 
office to be filled at such election, whether such party shall have 
made any nomination for such office or not. 

93· At elections at \vhich presidential electors are to be chosPn, 
the names of the candidates for President and Vice-President 
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and the names of the candidates for presidential electors shall be 
placed underneath that portion of the ballot containing the names 
of candidates for State and county offices, and separated there­
from by a double horizontal line. The portion of the ballot used 
for the presidential candidates and electors is in this act desig­
nated as the presidential ballot. The candidates for President, 
Vice-President and presidential electors shall appear in the party 
column of that party of which such candidates are the nominees. 
At the top of such column in the presidential ballot shall appear 
the \Yords, "for President,'' and immediately thereunder the name 
of the candidate for such office, then the words "for Vice-Presi­
dent," and immediately thereunder the name of the candidate 
for such office, and immediately beneath shall appear the party 
name. To the right of and after the names of the candidates for 
President and Vice-President, and within the party column, there 
shall be a square for voting purposes. Beneath the party name 
shall appear the words "electors of President and Vice-President." 
Underneath said words and separated by lines, shall appear the 
names of those persons who are candidates for the office of presi­
dential elector. To the right of and after the name of each candi­
date for presidential elector there shall appear a square for voting 
purposes. 

94· Each ballot shall be printed on the same sheet with a stub 
which shall extend across the top of the ballot and be separated 
therefrom by a perforated line so that it may be easily detached. 
A serial number shall be printed on such stub, commencing with 
number one, and there shall also be printed on the stub all neces­
sary instructions to enable the voter to prepare and fold the ballot 
properly. 

95· Before cleliHry to the voter, all ballots shall be folded as 
near as may be in the same way and in the following manner: 
the bottom of the ballot shall be brought up over the face of the 
ballot up to the perforated line; both sides shall then be folded 
toward the centre, so that the ballot shall be folded in suitable 
size for the aperture of the ballot-box, with the endorsement and 
stub of the same in plain view. . 

96. On the back of each of the said ballots to be provided by 
the county or municipal clerks, about midway between the sides 
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of the ballot and near the perforation betvveen the ballot and stub. 
shall be printed the words "official ballot for ............ ;" 
a:fter the word "for" in each case shall follow the designation of 
the county, to\mship, municipality, ward or other political di­
vision for \Yhich the ballot is prepared; then shall follow the date 
of the election and a fac-simile of the signature of the county or 
municipal clerk by vvhom such ballot shall be prepared; the county 
8 r municipal clerk shall provide for each political party for each 
election district in his county or municipality one hundred bal!nts 
for every fifty, or fraction of fifty, of the total votes cast therein 
at the last preceding election for members of the General Assem­
bly; when an electicn district shall be divided or the boundaries 
changed or a new district created, the county or municipal clerk 
shall ascertain as nearly as possibly the number of YCJters in the 
new district and shall provide therefor a sufficient number of 
ballots in the above proportion. 

97· The county and municipal clerks shall, at· the time of 
printing official ballots, cause unofficial sample ballots to be 
printed on green tinted paper so that the sample ballot shall be 
a fac-simile of the official ballot, except in the color and quality 
of paper and except that the stub of such sample ballot shall not 
be arranged with perforations so as to be easily detachable, 
and such stubs shall not be numbered. Sample ballots in num· 
ber to twenty-five per centum of the number of official ballots 
shall be provided at public expense for every election district 
for which ballots shall be provided. Any person or group of 
persons may, at their own expense, secure a supply of sample 
ballots by ordering the same from the county or municipal clerk 
and prepaying the cost of printing the same. The sample bal­
lots printed at public expense shall be used as follows: At least 
five copies .shall be posted in conspicuous places in the election dis­
trict for which they are prepared, and the balance shall be kept 
at the polling place, and one shall be furnished on application to 
any voter entitled to vote in such election district, and may be 
taken away by· him from such polling place before receiving his 
official ballot. 

98. All official ballots shall be printed and in possession of 
the county or municipal clerk at least five days before the elec-
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tion and subject to inspection and examination by the candidates 
and their agents; if any mistake is discovered it shall be the duty 
of the county or municipal clerk to correct the same without delay, 
by causing new ballots to be immediately printed in place of those 
found to be inaccurate or incomplete; and those found to be inac­
curate or incomplete shall be immediately destroyed; whenever it 
shall appear that any error or omission has occurred in the print­
ing of the ballots by any county or municipal clerk, any vot-er resi­
dent in the county or municipality may present to a justice of 
the Supreme Court a verified petition setting forth such error or 
omission, and said justice being satisfied thereof, shall thereupon 
summarily, by his order, require the county or municipal clerk 
to correct such error, or show cause before said justice, at the 
shortest possible day, why such error should not he corrected. 

99· The county clerks of the several counties, not later than 
three days prior to any election for which they are required by 
this act to provide the ballots, shall cause to be delivered to the 
clerk of each township, city or other municipality within their 
respective counties, the number of ballots hereinbefore required 
to be provided for each election district within his township, 
city or municipality at· such election; the same shall be sent 
in sealed packages, one for each election district of said town­
ship, city or other municipality, with marks or directions on the 
outside of each clearly stating the election district for which it 
is intended, together with the number of ballots enclosed; receipts 
for ballots thus delivered shall be given by the clerk receiving 
the same and filed with the county clerk, who shall also keep 
a record of the time when and the manner in which each of said 
packages was sent; the said township or other clerk shall, on 
the day preceding any such election, deliver to one of the clerks 
of each election district within his township, city or other mu­
nicipality, the ballots by him received from the county clerk for 
such election district, and also the ballots for such district pre­
pared by him, in packages properly sealed and endorsed, and 
take the receipt of such election clerk therefor, which last-men­
tioned receipt the clerk of such township, city or other munici­
pality shall file and preserve; said election clerk shall, on the 
morning of election and before the proclamation of the opening 
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of the polls, deliver the packages of ballots by him received to 
the election board of his election district, with the seals thereof 
unbroken, and shall take a receipt therefor from said election 
board, which receipt said election clerk shall carefully preserve 
for at least one year. 

roo. If at any election the ballots to be furnished therefor 
shall not be delivered at the time above mentioned, or if after 
delivery they shall be destroyed or stolen and other official bal­
lots cannot be obtained in time for such election, the clerk of 
such township, city or other municipality, or the board of elec­
tion, as the case may require, shall cause other ballots to be pre­
pared as nearly in the form heretofore prescribed as practicable, 
but without the indorsement on the back thereof; and upon the 
receipt of ballots thus prepared from the clerk of such town­
ship, city or other municipality, accompanied by a statement, 
under oath, of the person preparing the same, that the same 
have been so prepared and furnished because the original bal­
lots have so failed to be received, or have been destroyed or 
stolen, and that other official ballots could not be obtained in 
time for such election, or where such board of election has caused 
such unofficial ballots to be prepared, the board of election shall 
cause the ballots so substituted to be used at the election; if from 
any cause neither the official ballot nor ballots otherwise prepared 
as herein prescribed shall be ready for distribution at any polling 
place, or if the supply of ballots shall be exhausted before the 
polls are closed, unofficial ballots, made as nearly as possible in 
the form of the official ballot, may be used; where the ~1~e of 
the official ballots is for any of the reasons aforesaid dispensed 
with the mode and manner of voting shall, nevertheless, in all 
respects conform, as nearly as possible, to the mode and manner 
of voting hereinafter prescribed. 

ror. If any ballot voted at any election shall have thereon, 
either on its face or back, any mark, sign, designation, or device 
whatsoever, other than is permitted by this act, whereby such 
ballot can or may be identified or distinguished from other bal­
lots cast at such election, such ballot shall be absolutely void, and 
shall not be canvassed or counted for any candidate named 
thereon. 

...., 
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BALLOT-BOXES. 

102. The board of chosen freeholders shall provide and keep 
in good repair all ballot-boxes to be used in each election district 
in said county, at any election or primary election, held in accord­
ance with the provisions of this act. There shall be two ballot­
boxes provided for the general election--one for the general bal· 
lots, to be painted a white color, and one for the municipal bal­
lots, to be of a red color. Each box shall be of suitable size to 
hold the number of ballots which may be cast in the election dis­
trict for which it is provided, and shall have a cover with a suit­
able opening for depositing therein the ballots, and shall be 
arranged so that it may be securely locked with two locks, neither 
.of which may be unlocked with the key for the other. 

ELECTION BLANKS AND BOOKS. 

103. The Secretary of State shall, at the exepnse of the State, 
in all cases where ballots are provided and furnished by the 
county clerks for any election, provide proper and sufficient can­
vassing books, poll books, register books, copies of the election 
laws then in force, pamphlet of instructions for election officers 
and voters, blanks for the official oaths and for election returns 
for the proper carrying into effect the provisions of this act, and 
furnish a sufficient supply of the same to the clerks of the differ­
ent counties of the State, for use in such counties, at least thirty 
days before the same shall be required for use, and the said 
county clerks shall cause the same to be delivered to the different 
boards of registry and election in their respective counties at 
such times and in such quantity as will enable the provisions of 
this act to be fully carried out. 

104. The clerk of every township, city and other municipality 
shall provide and furnish for use at all elections, except elections 
for which ballots are to be provided by the county clerk, all nec­
essary canvassing books, poll books, registry books, blanks for 
election returns, and all other blanks and supplies necessary for 
the proper carrying into effect the provisions of this act, and said 
clerk shall cause the same to be delivered to the board of registry 
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a.nd election in each election district, at such times as will enable 
the provisions of this act to be fully carried out. 

CHALLE.NGERS. 

105. The chairman of the county committee of any political 
party that has duly nominated any candidate for public office 
to be voted for at any election by all the voters within said 
county or any political division thereof greater than a single 
municipality, or where the election is within and for a single 
municipality only, or any subdivision thereof, then the chairman 
of the committee of the political party making such nomination 
within and for such single municipality, or such division thereof, 
may appoint two agents for each election district in his county 
or municipality, as the case may be, and any candidate duly nomi­
nated by petition for any office, whose name may appear upon 
the ballot to be used in any election, may likewise appoint two 
agents for each district; provided, however) that only two agents 
shall be allowed for each election district to represent all the can­
didates nominated in and by the same petition or group of peti­
tioners; such agents shall be the authorized agents and challengers 
for their respective parties and candidates, and shall be at liberty 
to challenge the right to vote therein of any person claiming such 
right; the appointment of agents shall be made in writing under 
the hand of the person making the appointment, and shall specify 
the names and residences of the agents and the election districts 
for which they are severally appointed; such appointment papers 
shall be filed with the county board of elections five days before 
the election, who shall thereupon issue, under their hands, to the 
persons named in such appointment papers, permits for them to 
act as agents of their respective parties or candidates at the elec­
tion district specified; such permits shall be filed by the persons 
named therein with the board of election in the district named 
therein, as evidence of their authority to be present in the polling 
place; and such permits may be issued and revoked and others 
issued in their stead at any time up to and including the day of 
election; provided) however) that when a permit shall be revoked 
the new permit in the place thereof shall be issued upon the 
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nomination of the same person or officer upon whose nomination 
the original permit was issued; said agents may be present inside 
the railed enclosure while the votes cast at any election at which 
they are agents are being counted, and hear and see said ballots 
counted. 

METHOD OF CONDUCTING ELECTIONS. 

I06. The boards of registry and election shall, in their respec­
tive election districts, hold and conduct all elections. 

I07. At the opening of the election, each of the keys of the 
locks of the ballot-box shall be taken by a different member of the 
board, who shall keep the same until the statement of the result of 
the election shall be made and certified, as directed by this act, 
and who shall not during that time suffer either of the other mem­
bers of the board, or any other person, on any pretense, to take or 
have the same; and in all cases in which the members of such 
board are directed to lock the ballot-box, each of the locks thereof 
shall be locked by the member of the board who shall have the key 
belonging thereto, as directed by this act. 

108. The boards of registry and election, before they receive 
any vote, shall make public proclamation of the opening of the 
election, and of their readiness to receive the votes of the voters; 
immediately before proceeding to receive the votes, such board 
shall, in an open and public manner, exhibit the ballot-box, so 
that those present may see that there is nothing contained therein, 
and thereupon shut and lock the same, leaving open the aperture 
in the lid thereof, and thereupon the election shall be opened. 

I09. One of the members of the board acting as clerk of elec­
tion, to be designated poll-clerk by the judge, shall keep at such 
election a poll-book, in which he shall record the names of the 
persons whose votes shall be received, in the order in which they 
shall be received, and shall as he records such names number the 
same from one onward, until the election shall be closed; and such 
clerk shall write a heading to the list of names so recorded in the 
following or like form : "Names of voters at an election held in 
the . ·'· .......... district of ...... ,, ........ , in the county of 
.. , .. , .......... , on the ............. day of ............ , in~ 
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the year of om Lord one thousand . . . . . . . hundred and ...... , 
for ................ " (naming the offices to be filled), and filling 
up the blanks in the form above given to conform to the facts of 
the case. There shall be entered on the poll-book the place of 
residence of each person voting; and every person at the time of 
offering his vote shall truly state the street in which he resides, 
and if the house, lodging or tenement in which he resides is num­
bered, the number thereof; and in case of refusal to make the 
statement aforesaid, the vote of such person shall not be received; 
the other member of said board acting as clerk of election, to be 
designated registry-clerk by the judge, shall keep the register on 
the day of election, checking off the names written thereon when 
the voters enter the railed enclosure and apply to vote, and when 
such voters offer their ballots to be deposited in the ballot-boxes, 
and after the canvass of the votes the register so kept and checked 
shall be filed by him with the clerk of the county, and the poll­
book shall be deposited in the ballot-box as herein required, and 
the keys of each ballot-box deposited with the county clerk. 

I IO. Every person qualified to vote ir1 any election shall at any 
time between the opening and closing of the same, except during 
any period for which the board of election shall have adjourned, 
be at liberty to claim his right to vote therein in such district, and 
such person shall claim such right in person before such board; 
and on such claim being made, one of such board shall audibly 
and publicly announce the name of the claimant. 

I I r. Every person possessing the qualifications required by the 
constitution, and being duly registered as required by this act, 
shall be entitled to vote in the election district in which he actually 
resides, and not elsewhere. , 

il2. No person who shall have a right to vote at any election 
shall be arrested by virtue of any civil process on the day on 
which such election shall be held. 

I I3. No person shall be entitled to vote who shall have been 
convicted of any crime which excludes him from the right of 
suffrage under the constitution of this State, viz., blasphemy, 
treason, murder, piracy, arson, rape, sodomy, or the infamous 
crime against nature committed with mankind or with beast, 
polygamy, robbery, conspiracy, forgery, larceny of above the 
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value of six dollars, perjury or subornation of perjury, unless he 
shall have been pardoned or restored by law to the right of 
suffrage; if a person be challenged as convicted of any of the 
above-named crimes, he shall be required to answer in relation to 
such alleged conviction; and if he shall admit that he has been 
so conYicted, he shall not be permitted to vote unless he shall 
make oath that he has been pardoned or restored by law to the 
right of suffrage; but if he shall deny that he has been so con­
victed, no prooi of such conviction shall be received, other than 
the duly authenticated record thereof, except such proof as may 
be necessary to establish his identity with the person named in 
such record, or may be adduced by him to rebut the evidence of 
identity produced on behalf of the challenge; but if any person 
so convicted shall vote at any such election, unless he shall have 
been pardoned or restored by law to the right of suffrage, he shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof 
shall be punished by a fine not exceeding two hundred dollars, 
or imprisonment at hard labor not exceeding two years, or both. 

I 14· The members of the boards of registry and election, 
respectively, shall, at such election, challenge every person who 
shall claim to have a right to vote therein, whom they shall know, 
suspect or believe not to be qualified or entitled to vote therein. 

rrs. If any person shall be challenged as not qualified or en­
titled to vote, and the person challenging him shall specify a 
ground for such challenge to be that the person so challenged is 
an alien, the judge of election may forthwith tender to him an 
oath or affirmation .in the following form: 

"You do swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that to the best 
of your knowledge, information and belief, you were born a citi­
zen of the United States, and that you do not owe allegiance to 
any foreign prince, potentate, state or sovereignty," and if the 
person so challenged shall refuse to take the oath or affirmation 
so tendered to him, he shall be deemed and taken to be an alien, 
unless he shall produce at the time of claiming his vote to such 
board a lawful certificate. issued out of and under the seal of 
some court of record, having authority to admit aliens to the 
rights of a citizen of the United States, showing, in case the 
person producing the same shall claim to be the person named 
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therein, that he has been admitted to the rights of a citizen of the 
United States, or, in case the person producing the same shall 
claim to have derived the rights of such citizen through the 
naturalization of his parent, then that the person alleged to be 
such parent has been admitted to the rights of such citizen; and 
in the former case the said judge shall tender to the person so 
challenged an oath or affirmation in the following form: 

"You do swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that you are 
the person named in the certificate of naturalization which you 
have produced to the board;" and in the latter case an oath or 
affirmation in the following form: 

"You do swear (or affirm, as the case may be), to the best of 
your knowledge, information and belief, that the person named 
in the certificate of naturalization which you have produced to 
this board was your parent, and that you were at the time of the 
naturalization of your parent under the age of twenty-one years, 
and resident in the United States;" and if the person so chal­
lenged shall, in either case, refuse to take the oath or affirmation 
so tendered to him, he shall be deemed and taken to be an alien. 

I I6. If any person shall be challenged as not qualified or en­
titled to vote, the said judge may forthwith tender to the person 
so challenged an oath or affirmation in the following form: 

"You do swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that you are a 
.citizen of the United States; that you have resided in this State 
one year, and in this county five months next before this election, 
and not elsewhere; that you are now a resident in this election 
district; that, as far as you know and verily believe, you are 
twenty-one years of age, and in all respects qualified to vote in 
this election in this election district, and that you have not voted 
elsewhere in this election;" and if the person so challenged shall 
refuse to take the oath or affirmation so tendered to him, he shall 
be deemed not to be qualified or entitled to vote. 

I I 7· The board of registry and election shall in no case receive 
the vote of any person unless they shall be satisfied that such per­
son is in all respects qualified and entitled to vote; and, for the 
purpose of satisfying themselves as to the right of any person 
who shall claim a right to vote, they shall have power to ex­
amine such person, and any other person or persons, under oath 
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or affirmation, touching such right, except as hereinbefore re­
stricted; and if any member of such board shall receive, or assent 
to receive, the vote of any person challenged without requiring 
such person to take the oath or affirmation hereinbefore pre­
scribed to be made upon such challenge, and such person shall 
not be qualified and entitled to vote, such member so receiving or 
assenting to receive such vote shall be deemed and taken to have 
received the same knowing it to be illegal. 

I I8. Upon any question or challenge of a voter duly registered 
it shall be the duty of the board of registry and election, and the 
privilege o;f all its members, to put all such questions as are 
proper to determine the right of such voter to vote; and the ques­
tion as to the admission of this vote shall be put in the following 
form : "Shall this voter's ballot be received by this board?" 

I I9. Whenever, before the close of the election, an adjourn­
ment shall be ordered by the said board, they shall state in the 
poll-book, immediately after the last name therein, in words, 
written at full length, the whole number of the names of the 
voters in the poll-book, to which the members of such board shall 
sign their names; and shall unlock and open the ballot-box, seal 
the aperture in the lid thereof, in such manner as to prevent the 
insertion in the ballot-box of any ballot or other thing, place 
therein the poll-book and shut and lock the same; and when the 
period of adjournment shall have expired, such board shall tm­
lock and open the ballot-box, take therefrom the poll-book, re­
move such seal so as to leave open the aperture in the lid thereof, 
and shut and lock the same; and during every such adjournment 
the ballot-box shall remain in the possession and under the care 
of at least two members of such board, not of the same political 
party, to be appointed by such board for that purpose, who shall 
keep the same, during such adjournment. in public view, within 
the guard rail of the polling-room. 

I20. The clerks of the several townships, cities or other muni­
cipalities, charged with the duty of providing in each election dis­
trict a suitable room in which to hold the election, shall have 
constructed therein and ready for use, before each election clay, 
booths or compartments with swinging doors, so arranged that 
some part of the person of the voters standing in said booths 
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may be seen from the outside of the booths when the door is 
closed; in which booths voters shall prepare their ballots secretly 
and screened from the observation of others; each booth shall 
contain a counter or shelf suitably placed to enable voters to pbce 
their ballots thereon while preparing the same for voting; the 
number of such booths shall not be less than one for every one 
hundred voters cast at the next preceding general election held in 
such district, and not less than two such booths shall be provided 
in any polling-place; said booths shall be erected within a railed 
inclosure separating the same from the remainder of the room; 
not more than one person, except as hereinafter provided, shall 
be permitted to enter or be in the same booth· at one time; the 
said booths shall be so arranged and constructed that all the offi­
cers conducting the election can see whether more than one per-
50n enters or is in any booth at the same time; each booth shall 
be kept provided by said election board with black lead pencils; 
the ballot-boxes at every polling-place shall be within said railed 
inclosure, and so placed that the voter may deliver his ballot to 
the election officers after emerging from the booth, before leav­
ing the railed inclosure within which the booths and ballot-boxes 
are placed; such railed inclosure shall be provided with a single 
entrance, by which voters shall enter, and a single exit by which 
they shall leave the same; said booths shall be at all hours well 
ancl sufficiently lighted to enable voters to read and prepare their 
ballots with ease; except as in this act otherwise provided, no per­
son shall be allowed within said railed inclosure while the election 
is in progress, other than the election officers and voters entering 
the same for the purpose of preparing their ballots, and voting 
at such election; but not more than two o,£ such voters in excess 
of the total number of booths shall be allowed within such railed 
inclosure at one time; and no person shall be allowed or per­
mitted to be present in the polling-room outside such railed in­
closure during the progress of the election, except the officers 
connected with the election, the several candidates, the duly­
authorized agents of the candidates of political parties, such voters 
as are present for the purpose of voting, and such officers as may 
be duly detailed to be present, pursuant to this act, for preserving 
the peace or enforcing the provisions hereof; after the hour fixed 
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for closing the polls no voter shall be admitted within the railed 
"-

inclosure, but voters already within such inclosure shall be per-
mitted to prepare and cast their ballots; the arrangement of such 
polling-place shall, as to said railed inclosure, and the entrance 
thereto and exit therefrom, and the location of the booths and 
ballot-boxes within such inclosure, be substantially as shown in 
and by Schedule A and forming a part hereof. 

>u 
~ 
" " p.. 

~ 
i· 
'< 

0 
"' ~ 

Compartments. 

Ballot· boxes. 
Judge and Inspector. 

ScHEDULE A. 

Polling-room. 

bi 
.5 

~ 

Entrance. 

biJ 
~ ·:;; 
~ 

Exit. 

"' ~ 
~ 

..; 
0 
0 
p 
~ 

" ~ 
U) 

87 

122. The poll clerk and the registry clerk shall be conveni­
ently seated at a table located within the railed enclosure near 
the entrance therto. The judge of elections .shall preside at the 
ballot-box for general ballots; the inspector at the ballot-box 
for municipal ballots; the poll clerk shall have charge of the 
distribution of the general ballots and the registry clerk shall 
have charge of the distribution of the municipal ballots; the 
name of each voter shall, upon his entering the railed enclosure 
and expressing his desire to vote, be announced, and the registry 
clerk shall thereupon ascertain whether such name is on the 
registry list, and if such name is so found, it shall be checked 
on the list to show that the person so named has applied to vote". 
Unless the voter shall have been challenged and the hoard shall 
have determined to reject his vote as provided in this act, the 
poll clerk shall then enter on the poll-book the name and place 
of residence of the voter as provided in this act, and the voter 
shall thereupon receive one general and one municipal ballot, the 
numbers on the stubs thereof to correspond with the number 
of the voter in the poll-book; having obtained said ballots, the 
voter shall, with the same in his possession, without delay ancl 
without leaving said railed enclosure, retire alone to one of the 
booths unoccupied by any other person, and entering the same, 
close the door thereof, and then and there shall prepare the bal­
lots so as to show for which candidates he shall desire to yote 
and what choice he shall desire to make on the questions or 
propositions which may be submitted. The yote for candi­
dates shall be indicated on the ballots as follows : If a voter shall 
desire to vote for every candidate in a single column on the bal­
lot, including presidential electors, he shall make a cross in the 
circle at the head of said column. If the voter shall desire to 
vote for the candidates for State and county offices of one party 
and all the presidential electors of another party, he shall make 
a cross in the circle at the head of the party colmn for whose 
State and county candidates he desires to vote, and also make 2 

cross in the square at the right of the names of the candidates 
for President and Vice-President at the head of the presidential 
ballot containing the names of the presidential electors for whom 
he desires to vote. If the voter shall desire to vote for particular 
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persons without regard to party, he shall make a cross in the 
square at the right of the name of the candidate for whom he 
shall desire to vote. If the voter shall desire to vote a party 
ticket by marking in the circle at the head of the party column, 
but shall also desire to refrain from voting for any one or more 
than one individual candidate in said column, he may strike a 
horizontal line through the name of such candidate or candi­
dates, and in such case, the voter may, if he shall desire to vote 
for another candidate whose name shall be printed on the ballot 
for the same office as the candidate whose name is stricken out, 
indicate such vote by making a cross in the square at the right 
of the name of such candidate for \Yhom he shall desire to yote. 
A voter may write upon his ballot the name of any person for 
whom he desires to vote for any office, and whose name shall 
not be printed on such ballot as a candidate for such office, such 
name to be written on the clotted line printed for that purpose in 
the same space with the title of such office, first striking out the 
name of the candidate, if any, printed in such space. If a name 
shall be written on the ballot, as herein provided, in a party 
column at the head of which the voter has made a cross in the 
circle, a vote shall be counted for the person whose name is so 
written on the ballot, without any additional cross being made 
in the voting square after such name. In any other case. how­
ever, the vote for such person whose name is so \\Titten on the 
ballot shall be indicated by making a cross in the square after 
such name. No voter shall indicate on any ballot a yote for more 
persons for a given office than are to be elected in the political 
division for which the incumbents for such office are chosen. 
The vote of the voter on any question or proposition which may 
be submitted shall be indicated as follows: If he shall desire to 
vote in favor of the question or proposition, he shall make a 
cross in the voting space following the word "yes," and a vote 
so indicated shall be counted as a vote in favor of such question 
or proposition; if he shall desire to vote against the question 
or proposition, he shall make a cross in the voting space follow­
ing the word "no," and a vote so indicated shall be counted 
as a vote against such question or proposition; no voter shall 
make crosses in both voting spaces connected with any one ques-
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tion or proposition; if no mark shall be made in either such 
voting space, no Yote shall be counted either for or against such 
question or proposition. ~\11 crosses and other marks allmved 
by this act shall be macle with a pencil with black lead ancl not 
otherwise. 

123. If a voter shall deface or tear a ballot, or one of a set of 
ballots, or shall wrongly mark the same, he may successively 
obtain others, one set at a time, upon returning each set of 
defaced, torn or wrongly marked ballots to the clerks from whom 
they were received, but no voter shall receive more than three sets 
of ballots in all. In every case where a set of ballots shall be 
returned to the clerks and a new set supplied therefor, the poll 
clerk shall record the fact both on the poll-book and on the 
stubs of the ballots supplied in the place of others defaced, torn 
or wrongly marked, so as to show the stub numbers of the 
ballots returned and of those issued in place thereof. The stubs 
of the returned ballots shall not be detached from the ballots, but 
the whole shall be at once deposited in a receptacle to be provided 
for that purpose, and therein carefully retained until after the 
dose of the polls. The clerks shall supply the ballots to be issued 
as herein provided in lieu of others by using the ballots with the 
highest numbered stubs, commencing with the highest number 
and continuing downward in consecutive order. The ballots in 
each set supplied to a voter shall have stubs numbered the same. 
No official ballot shall be taken from the polling-room by any 
person during an election. 

124. The voter shall remain in the voting booth only such 
length of time as shall be necessary to indicate his vote, but no 
voter shall be allowed to occupy a booth for a period of more 
than five minutes, in case at the expiration of such period all the 
booths shall be occupied and voters shall be waiting to use the 
same. Before the voter leaves the booth each ballot to be voted 
by him shall be re-folded in substantially the same manner as it 
was received from the clerk; upon leaving the booth, and before 
leaving the railed enclosure, the voter shall deliver the general 
ballot to the election officer in charge of the ballot-box for 
general ballots, and the municipal ballot to the election officer in 
-charge of the ballot-box for municipal ballots. If it shall appear 
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that any ballot is improperly folded, but not so as to reveal any 
part of the vote thereon, such ballot and the set of ballots to 
which it belongs shall not be placed in the ballot-boxes, but such 
election officers shall require the voter to return to a booth and 
re-fold such ballot properly; if such ballot is so folded as to 
reveal any part of the vote thereon, such ballot and the set of 
ballots to which it belongs shall not be voted, but unless the voter 
has already been supplied with three sets of ballots he shall be 
allowed to return the ballots and to secure new ballots in lieu 
thereof in the manner provided in this act in the case of defaced 
or torn ballots. 

125. Upon receiving from the voter his ballots properly folded 
the judge and inspector of elections shall announce to the elec­
tion clerks the name of the vote.- and the number on the stubs of 
the ballots, which number shall be the same on both stubs, and 
shall be the same as shall have been previously entered for such 
voter in the poll-book. If such numbers correspond and the board 
shall not have decided to reject the voter's vote for some cause 
as provided in this act, the election clerks shall check the voter's 
name on the poll and registry books as having voted, and the 
election officers in charge of the ballot-boxes shall respectively 
detach the stub from each ballot in the presence of the voter in 
such manner as not in any way to mark such ballot or render it 
capable of being distinguished from any other ballots of the 
same kind, by reason of the removal of such stub. Such officers 
shall thereupon, forthwith, in the presence of the voter, deposit 
each ballot in the proper ballot-box provided therefor, and the 
stubs in separate receptacles to be provided therefor; the voter 
shall then, without delay, leave the railed enclosure by the exit, 
and immediately leave the polling-room. Each ballot shall be 
separately deposited in the ballot-box. 

126. Any voter at any election who declares under oath, and 
establishes to the satisfaction of a majority of all the members of 
the board of election that by reason of blindness or other physical 
disability he is unable to enter and remain in a booth or to pre­
pare his ballot therein, for voting as aforesaid, without assistance, 
shall be permitted to bring with him to such booth a person of 
his own selection, who may retire with such disabled voter to the 
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booth and assist him in the preparation of his ballot, and folding 
the same as the disabled voter shall direct, in order that it may be 
cast by such disabled voter as his ballot; the poll clerk shall make 
a memorandum on the poll-book of every instance when an oath 
was administered to a voter as herein provided, stating briefly 
what facts were sworn to, and the name of the person or persons 
who aided the voter in preparing his ballot; no voter shall divulge 
to any one within the polling place the name of any candidate for 
whom he intends to vote; nor shall he ask for and receive the 
assistance of any person within the polling place in the prepara­
tion of his ballot except as prescribed in this section; no person 
who assists a voter in the preparation of his ballot, as herein pro­
vided, shall reveal to another the name of any candidate for 
whom the voter has voted, or anything that took place while he 
was assisting such voter in preparing said ballot for voting; this 
section shall not apply to the case of any person intoxicated or 
unable to read· and write. 

127. \Vhcn any legal voter shall apply to the board of registry 
and election in the district in which he resides, and shall find that 
his name upon the registry list is already checked as having voted, 
it shall be la\dul for the board of registry and election to receive 
his vote, upon clue proof to them that he is a lawful voter in such 
district and has not voted in said election. 

128. The boards of election of every election district shall pre­
serve the peace and maintain good order in their respective poll­
ing-places, during the progress of all elections and the counting 
of the votes cast thereat, and to that end each member of every 
election board during the progress of any election ancl the count­
ing and canvassing of the votes, shall be and hereby is invested 
and charged with all the powers and duties of constables of this 
State in criminal matters; said election boards, or any two mem­
bers of them, may, by writing under their hands whenever in their 
opinion it slnll be necessary so to do, request the municipal au­
thorities of any municipality within which their election district 
is situate, or the body or officer having charge and direction of 
the police force in such municipality, to detail one or more police­
men to assist in preserving the peace and good order in ancl about 
:,uch polling-place, which request shall forthwith be complied with 
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as far as possible by the body or officer to whom the same is 
made. 

129. No member of any board of registry and election shall be 
elected to any office to be filled at the election in which he shall 
serve; and if any such member shall be voted for in any such 
election, the person or persons, to the number to be elected there­
in, \\·ho shall, by law, be qualified for the office or offices to be 
filled at such election, for whom the greatest number of votes 
shall have been given, other than such member, shall be deemed 
and taken to be elected, and the votes which shall be given to such 
member shall be deemed and taken to be null and void. 

V01'ING MACHINES. 

I 30. Voting machines may be used in all elections, general or 
special, hereafter held in this State or any political division there­
of for any purpose whatever, and at any and all such elections 
the ballot may be had and taken and the votes cast thereat regis­
tered, recorded and counted, and the result of such election or 
elections ascertained by voting machines; when a voting machine 
shall be placed in any voting district in this State, either by the 
State or by the county in which such district is situated, it shall 
be the duty of the persons charged with conducting the elections 
in such district to use such voting machines at all elections to be 
thereafter held, except as in this act is expressly provided; and 
the use of such machines, as far as the same may be, shall be sub­
ject to the same requirements, provisions, terms, conditions and 
restrictions as now exist for the use of ballots and ballot-boxes; 
pro'uided, that voting machines shall not be used at school meet­
ings or at primary elections. All provisions of this act relating 
to elections shall apply to elections in election districts in which 
voting machines shall be used, so far as the same may be applicable 
thereto. 

r 3 I. Any person, company, corporation owning or being in­
terested in any voting machine may apply to the Secretary of 
State to examine such machine and report on its compliance with 
the requirements of the law and its accuracy, efficiency and 
capacity to register the will of voters; upon such application the· 
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said Secretary of State shall examine such machine and make 
report whether; in his opinion, the kind, pattern or style of ma­
chine so examined complies with the requirements of this act 
and can safely be used at election to be held in this State under 
the conditions prescribed by this act; the report of said Secretary 
of State on said machine, signed by him, and all exhibits, draw­
ings, photographs, descriptions, et cetera, filed in connection with 
and identifying said machine so examined, shall be filed in the 
office of the Secretary of State and shall be a public record; if 
the report of the Secretary of State be that machines of the kind, 
pattern or style examined can be used, such kind, pattern or style 
of machine shall be deemed to be approved by the Secretary of 
State, and its use as herein provided shall be authorized at any 
such election as aforesaid to be held in this State or any civil 
division thereof; any kind, pattern or style of voting machine not 
so approved by said Secretary of State or not heretofore approved 
as provided by law existing at the time of the approval shall not 
be used at any election; the examination herein provided for shall 
not be required of each individual machine, but only of each 
particular kind, style or pattern of machine before its adoption, 
use or purchase, as herein provided; when the machine has been 
so approyecJ, any improvement or change that does not impair its 
accuracy, eiliciency or capacity shall not render necessary a re­
examination or re-approval thereof. 

132. Any person, company or corporation applying to have 
any voting machine examined shall deposit with the Secretary 
of State the sum of four hundred and fifty dollars, which shall 
be paid to the State Treasurer in the same manner as other fees 
collected by said Secretary of State. 

I33· Not voting machine shall be approved by the said Sec­
retary of State unless the same be so constructed as to provide 
facilities for voting for the candidates of as many different parties 
or organizations, and for and against as many different questions 
or amendments as in the judgment of the said Secretary of State 
shall be necessary; nor shall any such machine be approved unless 
the same will permit a voter to vote for any person for any office, 
although the name of the person voted for does not appear on 
the machine as a nominated candidate for such office; it must 
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enable the voter to vote a straight party ticket or a ticket selected 
in part from the nominees of one party and in part from the 
nominees of any or all other parties, and in part from independent 
nominations, or in part or in whole of the names of persons not 
nominated by any party or upon and independent ticket; such 
machines must also secure to the voter privacy and secrecy in the 
act of voting; such machines must also be so construed that a 
voter cannot vote for a candidate or a proposition for whom 
or on which he is not lawfully entitled to vote, also to prevent 
voting for more than one person for the same office, except in 
cases where the voter is lawfully entitled to vote for more than 
one person for the same office, in which event they must enable 
the voter to vote for as many persons for that office as he is 
by law entitled to vote, and no more; they must also prevent his 
voting more than once for the same person for the same office; 
said machines may be provided with one ballot in each party 
column or horizontal row containing only the words "presidential 
electors" and the names of the candidates for President and Vice­
President, preceded by the party name and party emblem (if 
any emblem be used), and a vote for such ballot shall operate 
as and be counted, canvassed and returned as a vote for all the 
candidates of such party for presidential electors, and such ma­
chines must be so constructed that by voting an irregular or split 
ticket, as herein defined, the elector may vote for any person or 
person he may choose for the office of presidential elector, and 
must be so constructed that all votes cast for regularly nominated 
candidates are registered on mechanical counters or devices; each 
machine must be provided with a lock or locks, by the use of 
which any movement of the voting or registering mechanism 
is absolutely prohibited, and any machine to be approved by said 
Secretary of State must be of such kind, style or pattern as will 
permit the exercise by each voter of the full right and privilege 
of his elective franchise under the constitution and laws of this 
State; such machines, in order to be approved by said Secretary 
of State, shall be supplied with a booth, canopy, curtain or other 
contrivance so arranged or affixed that the use and operation 
of the machine by the voter when voting cannot be seen or ob­
served by any other person, unless such person be inside the 
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booth, canopy, curtain or other contrivance at the same time; 
such machine must also be so constructed as to correctly register 
or contain every vote of every description that may be cast, and 
of sufficient capacity to enable at least six hundred votes to be 
cast within the time prescribed for holding an election on any 

·general election day. 
I34· The Secretary of State shall have power and authority 

to expend, with the consent of the Governor, such sum or sums 
of money as shall be appropriated for that purpose in the pur­
chase of voting machines of a kind, style or pattern which has 
been or may hereafter be approved in conformity with the laws 
of this State. 

IJS· Before any purchase shall be made, the Secretary of 
State shall advertise, for a period of twenty days, his intention 
to purchase voting machines, inviting proposals, said proposals 
to state the style or kind of machine proposed to be furnished; 
the said Secretary of State shall have power and authority to 
contract for and purchase as many machines and encasements 
or devices for the erecting, protecting and operating the same 
as the appropriation for that purpose will permit of such styles. 
kinds or makes as he shall deem to be for the best interests 
of the State; provided) no contract or purchase shall be binding 
until approved by the Governor, and until the Secretary of State 
shall receive a bond in such sum and with such sureties as shall 
be approved by him for the faithful performance of the terms 
of the contract, such bond to be filed in the office of the State 
Comptroller; all machines so purchased shall be inspected by the 
Secretary of State, or some person or persons appointed by 11im 
for that purpose, and if found to be in accordance with the 
terms of the contract, shall be approved, and no machines shall 
be paid for unless so approved. 

r36. The Secretary of State shall, after the approval of the 
machines, as provided by this act, deliver the machines purchased 
as above to the governing bodies of the municipalities in which 
the election district is situated to which the Secretary of State 
shall assign the machines; .said Secretary of State shall pro­
vide for the setting up of the machines in the election districts 
selected by the Secretary of State, and give all such instructions 
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for their use as in his judgment shall be necessary; it shall be 
the duty of the Secretary of State to select and designate the 
election districts in this State wherein voting machines shall be 
placed 'ovhen the same are purchased by the State, such desig­
nation to be made in writing and filed in his office on or before 
the first T'uesday in October of each year, and when such desig­
nation shall once be made no change shall be made except before 
the first Tuesday in October of each year; the clerk of any mu­
nicipality shall, upon the receipt of a voting machine or ma­
chines, forthwith notify the Secretary of State that said ma­
chine or machines has or have been received. 

137. The board of chosen freeholders, or governing body of 
any county in this State, may purchase and provide for any 
election district therein one or more voting machines of a kind, 
style or pattern which has been or may hereafter be approYecl 
by the Secretary of State, or heretofore by any board of voting 
machine commissioners under any law of this State existing 
at the time of such approval, or one or more devices for the 
encasing any machine, and may provide for the payment there­
for in such manner as it may be deemed for the best interests 
of such county, and to provide for the purchase price, may issue 
bonds, certificates of indebtedness, or other obligations, which 
shall be a charge upon the county; such bonds, certificates of 
indebtedness, or other obligations may be issued with or without 
interest, payable at such time or times as the governing hocly 
issuing the same may determine, but they shall not bear interest 
greater than four per centum, or be sold at less than par. 

I 38. The common council, board of aldermen, township com­
mittee, or other governing body of any city, town. borongh, 
township, or other municipality of this State in which a voting 
machine or machines shall be placed, either by the State or by 
the county, shall be charged with the duty of keeping the same 
in repair and good condition, and for the custody and proper 
care thereof, and of the furniture and equipment of the polling 
place or places in such municipality when not in use at an elec­
tion, and for that purpose may purchase any device for the en­
casing such machine; the expense of keeping in repair and pro,.. 
viding for the custody and storing of the v.oting machine and 
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the furniture and equipment of the polling place or places shall 
be a charge upon the municipality in which the voting district 
is located in which such voting machine is placed; in all cases 
where a voting machine has been placed in an election district 
by the S!tate it shall be the duty of the municipal authorities 
in which such election districts are located to have all machines 
therein located insured in some good and responsible insuranc~ 
company in a sum not less than eighty per centum of the value 
of each machine; in case any machine shall be destroyed by fire 
it shall be the duty of the municipality to use the money col­
lected on the insurance to replace the machine so destroyed, 
and to place such machine so purchased in the same election 
district in which the machine which was destroyed by fire was 
located by the Secretary of State; no voting machine shall be 
stored or kept in any place where vinous, spiritous, malt or 
brewed liquors are sold, nor used for advertising purposes by the 
person charged with the care thereof. 

I 39· \Vhen any machine shall be supplied or provided, either 
by the State or connty, for any election district of this State, it 
shall be and hereby is made the duty of the persons .appointed to 
conclnct the election in such district to use the saicl machine at all 
elections as herein provided, thereafter to be held, except primary 
elections and except a_.;; in this act is expressly provided, ancl 
voting machines IYhen so placed in .any election district shall be 
used in place of ballots and ballot-boxes; booths for the voters 
or official ballots shall not be proYicled for such district except 
the official voting-machine ballots as provided by this act., 

140. \Vhen any voting machine has been or shall hereafter be 
supplied or provided, either by State or county, for any election 
district in this State, it shall be and hereby is made the duty of 
the governing body of the municipality in \\'hich such election dis­
trict is situate, upon the presentation to such governing body of 
a petition, in 'niting. signed by at least twen.ty-fi,,e per centum 
of the legal voters of snch election district, as shown by the regis­
try-list for the then last preceding general election, protesting 
against the use of such voting machines at elections to be there­
after held in such election district, to order, within fifteen days 
after the presentation of such petition, that a special election be 
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held in such election district, not less than thirty days nor more 
than sixty days from the date of such order, to. determine upon 
the retention or rejection of such voting machine; provided) that 
such election shall not be held within sixty days prior to any 
general election in said municipality. A special election, when 
ordered as hereinabove provided, shall be held at the usual place 
of holding elections in such election district, and public notice 
thereof shall be given by the clerk of the municipality in which 
said election district is situated by putting up an advertisement, 
signed by said clerk, in at least ten of the most public places 
within said election district, at least eight clays prior to and within 
thirty days next preceding the day of said special election, making 
known the time, place and purpose of holding the same, and also 
by publishing said advertisement in two or more newspapers pub­
lished or circulating in said municipality to be designated by the 
governing body thereof, for at least two insertions within the 
time aforesaid. At any such election, the votes shall be by ballot, 
which shall have thereon legibly printed or written, or partly 
printed and partly written, with black ink or pencil, either the 
words "For the voting machine," or the words ·"Against the 
,-oting machine." The ballots shall be deposited in a ballot-box, 
and need not be what is known as "official ballots." At such 
election no proposition shall be submitted except the foregoing. 
'fhere shall be no registration for said election, but the board of 
election shall procure and use at such special election a certified 
copy of the register of voters used at the then last preceding 
general election, and no person shall be entitled to vote whose 
name does not appear on said register, unless aid voter shall 
appear in person before said board and satisfy said board by 
affidavit v·:hich the said board is hereby authorized to take, that 
said voter has acquired the right of suffrage in said election dis­
trict since said registration \Y3S made. The district board of 
election. after cam.,assing and counting the votes cast at such 
special election. shall make duplicate statements of the result 
thereof and certify the same in the usual form, and shall, within 
two clays next after said election, deliver two of said statements 
to the clerk of the municipality in which said election district is 
sitnate, "·ho shall thereupon file one of said statements in his 
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office, anJ, in case a majority of the b.allots cast at said election 
shall have thereon the words "Against the voting machine," de­
liver or safely transmit the other statement to the Secretary of 
State of this State, in case the voting machine in s.aid election 
district has been supplied by the State, or to the county clerk of 
the county in case said voting machine has been supplied by the 
county. If a majority of the ballots cast at such special election 
shall contain the \Yorcls "Against the voting machine," it shall 
no longer be the duty of the persons appointed to conduct the 
election in said election district to use the said voting machine at 
elections thereafter to be held therein, but the use of said voting 
machine at elections in said election district shall cease, and at all 
elections there shall be used in place thereof a ballot-box and 
ballots. The said voting machine shall in such case be held by 
the governing body of the municipality in which the election dis­
trict is situate, subject to the crder of the Secretary of State or 
the board of chosen freeholders, or governing body of the county, 
whichever shall have supplied the same, nor shall any voting 
machine be thereafter placed or used in said Plection district 
except upon the request in vvriting of a majority of the registered 
legal voters of said district. If a majority of the votes cast at 
such election shall be "For the voting machine,'' it shall not 
be lawul for the governing body of the municipality in \Yhich the 
election district is situated to order another special election to be 
held in such district to determine upon the retention or rejection 
of such voting machine until after the lapse of at least two years 
from the elate of the order or such prior special election. 

14r. Any legal voter of any election district within \Yhich a 
special election shall have been held as hereinaboYe provided, to 
determine whether a voting machine shall be used in such dis­
trict. may cnntest the yaliclity of such :;pecial election hy filing a 
petition. duly \·erinecL \\·ith the judge of the Court ,,f C~m1mon 
Pleas. or \Yith the judge of the Circuit Court of the CIJ\1llty in 
•xhich such election district is situated, within ten days afler such 
election, setting forth the grounds for contest. The judge, upon 
the filing of said petition, shall forthwith issue a summons. :cd­
dressed to the district board of election of the election district 
in which such special election shall have been held and to the 

~ 



100 

clerk of the municipality within which such election district is 
situated, notifying said board and clerk of the filing of such peti­
tion and directing them to appear before said court with the 
ballot-box containing the ballots cast at such special election, at 
a time and place named in said summons, which time shall not be 
more than fifteen days nor less than five days from the date of 
said summons. The judge issuing such summons shall have 
jurisdiction to hear and finally determine the merits of said peti­
tion, and the proceedings thereon shall conform as nearly as may 
be to the provisions of this act with respect to contested elections 
in other cases. 1'he judge to whom said petition is presented 
shall require the person or persons presenting the same to furnish 
security for the cost of the proceedings thereon before permitting 
such petition to be filed or issuing the summons as hereinabove 
provided. 

142. The State committee of any political party may adopt 
any emblem or device (except the American flag) to designate 
the ticket or ballot of that particualr party, and certify the adop­
tion thereof under the hands of its chairman and secretary, am\ 
file the same with the Secretary of State; the emblem or device 
so adopted, certified and filed, shall be and continue the emblem 
or device of such party until the same be in like manner changed 
by its said committee and such change certified and filed as afore­
said; any emblem or device adopted by one party as aforesaid 
shall not he adopted or used by any other party; the party first 
filing \\ ith the Secretary of State the certificate of its adoption 
of an emblem or device shall have the right to the exclusive use 
()f that particular emblem or device; such emblem or device shall 
be printed in black ink: the political party shall, if it desires to 
adopt or change an emblem or device. file the same with the Sec­
retary of State on or before the first clay of August in each year. 

143. The list of rows of candidates to be used on the front of 
the voting machine shall he deemed official voting machine ballots 
under this act for any election district in which a voting machine 
is used pursuant to law ; the words "voting machine ballot". as 
used in this act (except when reference is made to irregular bal­
lots), mean that portion of the cardboard or paper or other ma­
terial within the ballot frames of the machine containing the 
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names of the candidates for office, the names of the offices to be 
filled, the names of the parties and their emblems and devices, 
if any, and a statement of the proposed constitutional amend­
ment or other question or proposition to be voted on, with the 
words "for" and "against", or the \vords "yes" and "no". 

144. All voting machine ballots shall be printed in black ink 
on paper of clear material, of such form and size as will fill 
the ballot frame of the machines, in plain, clear type as large as 
the place will reasonably permit; the party device, designation 
or emblem (if any) for each political party represented on the 
machine and the party name or designation shall be prefixed to 
the column, list or rciw of the candidates of such party. There 
shall be two ballots for each machine, a ballot on plain white 
paper, to be supplied by the county clerk, which shall correspond 
with the ordinary paper official general ballot, and upon which 
shall be printed all names which would appear on such official 
general ballot, if such were provided for the election district in 
which such machine is to be used, and a ballot on paper of a 
medium shade of reel, to be supplied by the municipal clerk, \Yhich 
shall correspond with the ordinary paper official municipal ballot, 
and upon \vhich shall be printed all names which would appear 
on such official municipal ballot. if such were provided for such 
election district. 

145. The general arrangement of voting machine ballots shall 
be, as nearly as may be, the same as provided in the case of 
ordinary paper official ballots. Party nominations shall be ar­
ranged on each voting machine, either in columns or horizontal 
rows; the captions of the various ballots on said machi11es ancl 
the emblems or devices (if any) designating the parties shall be 
so placed on said machine as to indicate to the voter what lever, 
push knob, key. lock, or other device is to be used or operated 
in order to Yote for the party of his choice; pro'uidcd, that the 
·party emblems, devices or designations of the political party 
whose candidate for Governor at the then last preceding elec­
tion for Governor received the largest number of votes for that 
office shall be placed first at the top, and the names of the can­
didates of such party shall follmv directly after in a horizontal 
row, or in a column directly underneath, as the construction of 
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the machine may require; the party emblems, devices, designa­
tions and names of candidates of the political party whose can­
didate for Governor at the preceding election for Governor re­
ceived the next largest number of votes for that office shall 
be placed second; the party emblems, devices, designations and 
names of candidates of all other political parties shall follow 
in the order of priority determined by the number of votes cast 
for gubernatorial candidates at the preceding election for Gov­
ernor; provided, that the party emblems, devices, designations 
and names of candidates of political parties which were not 
represented in the preceding gubernatorial election by a candi­
date for Governor shall follow the others in alphabetical order 
of their party designations; all emblems, devices, party designa­
tions and names of candidates shall be uniformly arranged, be­
ginning at the left of the machine as the voter faces the front 
of it. 

146. Official voting machine ballots of the form and descrip­
tion as described in this act for use upon voting machines shall 
be prepared and furnished in the same manner, at the same time, 
and by and delivered to the same officials as provided by law in 
reference to ordinary paper official ballots. 

I47· The officer or officers whose duty it may be under this 
act to provide and furnish official voting machine ballots for 
any polling place where a voting machine is to be used, shall 
also provide therefor two sample or instruction voting machine 
ballots, which sample or instruction ballots shall be arranged 
in the form of a diagram showing such portion of front of the 
voting machine as it will appear after the official ballots are 
arranged thereon or therein for voting on election clay; such sam­
ple ballots shall be open to the inspection of voters at the poll­
ing place during all hours that the polls may be open on election 
day. 

I48. Two sets of official voting machine ballots shall be pro­
vided for each polling place for each election for use in and 
upon the voting machine; one set thereof shall be inserted or 
placed in or upon the voting machine, and the other shall be 
retained in the custody and possession of the board of election, 
unless it shall become necessary during the course of the elec-
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tion to make use of the same upon or in the voting machine ; 
at the close of the election all official voting machine ballots (ex­
cept those actually in or upon the voting machine at the close 
of the election), whether the same shall have been used in the 
machine or not, shall be returned to the official providing the 
same in the manner herein provided. 

I49· If the official voting machine ballots for an election dis­
trict or precinct, at which a voting· machine is to be used, shall 
not be delivered in time for use on election clay, or after delivery 
shall be lost, destroyed or stolen, the clerk, or other official 
or officials ·whose duty it is in the case of ordinary paper official 
ballots, to provide other ballots for use at such election in lieu 
of those lost, destroyed or stolen, shall cause other voting ma­
chaine ballots to be prepared, printed or written, as nearly as 
may be, of the form and description of the official voting ma­
chine ballots, and the inspectors of election shall cause the bal­
lots so substituted to be used at the election in the same manner, 
as nearly as may be, as the official voting machine ballots wonlcl 
have been; such ballots so substituted shall be knmvn as un­
official voting machine ballots. 

I so. In all districts "·herein voting machines shall be used, 
the arrangement of the polling-room shall be the same, as nearly 
as may be, as is provided in this act in cases where ordinary paper 
official ballots are to be used; the exterior of the voting machine 
and every part of the polling·-room shall be in plain view of the 
election officers; the voting machine shall be placed at least three 
feet from every wall or partition of the polling-room and at least 
three feet from the outer guard-rail and at least four feet from 
any table where at any of the election officers may be engaged 
or seated; a guard-rail shall be constructed at least three feet 
from the machine with an opening or openings to permit the en­
trance and exit of voters to and from the machine; no person shall 
be permitted in or about the polling-room except as now provided 
for by law in elections where b~llots and ballot-boxes are used. 

I 5 I. It shall be the duty of the clerk of any municipality wherein 
at any election a voting machine or machines is or are to be 
used, to cause the machine, or machines, and all necessary fur­
lliture and appliances to be at the proper polling-place or places 
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before the time fixed for opening the polls on election clay, with 
the machines properly equipped with the official voting machine 
ballots, and the counters set at zero, and otherwise in good and 
proper order for use at such election; and for the purpose of so 
labelling the machine, putting in order, setting and adjusting and 
delivering the same, the municipal authorities may em­
ploy one or more competent persons ancl cause him 
or them to be paid in the same manner that other 
expenses incurred for such polling places are paid; the 
officers to conduct said election and the clerks thereof shall 
be in attendance at least forty-five minutes before the time 
fixed for opening the polls; the election officers shall thereupon 
cause the two sample or instruction cards to be posted conspicu­
ously within the polling place; in addition to the information 
afforded by such sample or instruction cards, the election officers 
shall give to the voter while he remains outside the outer guard­
rail, such information and aid as may be in their power when 
requested by the yoter to enable him properly to cast his vote 
vvhen he shall enter the voting machine booth; if not previously 
done, the election officers shall, before declaring the polls open, 
insert in their proper place or places on or in the voting machine, 
the voting machine ballots containing the names of offices to be 
filled at such election and the names of the candidates nominated 
therefor, and compare the same with the sample voting machine 
ballots; if not previously done they shall, before declaring the 
polls open, place all the counters on the voting machine so as to 
register zero, and shall not permit such counters to be operated 
except by voters in voting; before the opening of the polls. each 
election officer shall carefully examine every counter and see that 
it registers zero, and the same shall be subject to the inspection 
of the. official watchers and interested parties; the election officers 
shall see that the machine is otherwise in perfect order for the 
election, and they shall not thereafter permit the counters to 
be operated or moved except by electors in voting; and they 
shall also see that all necessary arrangements and adjustments 
are made for voting irregular ballots on the machine; ballots 
voted for any person whose name does not appear on the ma­
chine as a nominated candidate for office are herein referred to 
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as irregular ballots; where two or more candidates are to be 
elected to the same office, the voting devices belonging to all the 
candidates for said office shall be included in a group herein re­
ferred to as a multi-candidate group; in all multi-candidate 
groups, except presidential electors, the name of each nominated 
candidate shall be placed upon or adjacent to a separate key or 
voting device, and all split ballots which are confined to the 
nominated candidates shall be voted on such keys or voting de­
vices; except for presidential electors no irregular ballot shall be 
voted for any person for any office whose name appears on the 
ballot on the front of the machine as a candidate for that office; 
any irregular ballot so voted shall not be counted; an irregular 
ballot must be cast in its appropriate place on the machine or it 
shall be void and not counted; in voting for presidential electors 
an elector may vote in the irregular balloting device a ticket 
made up of names of persons in nomination by different parties, 
hereafter referred to as a split ballot, or partially of the names 
of persons so in nomination, and partially of persons not in nomi­
nation, or wholly of names of persons not in nomination by any 
party, hereafter referred to as an irregular ballot; such split or 
irregular ballot for presidential electors shall be deposited, writ­
ten or affixed in or upcn the receptacle or deYice proyicled on the 
machine for the purpose; the split or irregular ballots for presi­
dential electors may be of any size ancl form best suited to the 
convenience of the Yoter ancl the requirements of the machine; 
the candidates' names may be written or printed thereon, in one 
or more columns, and the ballots need not contain any other than 
the names of the candidates voted for; names on such split or 
irregular ballots for presidential electors which have been crossed 
off with the intention or cancellation, shall not irwalidate said 
ballots, nor shall the ballot be considered marked, any provision 
in this act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

I 52. Where a voter presents himself for the purpose of voting 
the election officers shall ascertain whether his name is upon the 
register of voters, and if his name appear thereon, and no chal­
lenge be interposed, or if interposed, be not sustained, one of the 
election officers to be stationed at the entrance through the outer 
guard-rail shall announce the name of the voter, and permit him 
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to pass through the entrance opening in the outer guard-rail to 
the booth of the voting machine for the purpose of casting his 
vote ; no voter shall remain in the voting machine booth longer 
than two minutes, and, having cast his vote, the voter shall at 
once emerge therefrom and leave the polling room by the exit 
opening in the outer guard-rail; if he shall refuse to leave after 
the lapse of two minutes, he shall be removed by the election 
officers; the election officers shall record the name and address 
of each voter in the manner provided by law in the case of voting 
with ballots and ballot-boxes, as he enters the voting machine 
booth for the purpose of voting; no voter after having entered 
and emerged from the voting machine booth shall be permitted 
to reenter the same on any pretext whatever; only one voter at a 
time shall be permitted to pass the outer guard-rail to vote. 

I 53· In case any voter after entering the voting machine booth 
shall ask for further instructions concerning the manner of vot­
ing, an election officer shall stand outside the voting machine 
booth, canopy or curtain and give such instructions or directions 
to the voter as the election officers may agree upon; but no elec­
tion officer assisting or instructing a voter shall in any manner 
request, suggest or seek to influence, persuade or control any 
such voter to vote any particular ticket or for any particular 
candidate, or for or against any particular amendment, question 
or proposition; after receiving such instructions or directions the 
voter shall vote as in the case of any unassisted voter; during the 
entire period of an election at least one of the election officers, 
to be designated from time to time by the chairman, shall be 
stationed beside the entrance to the booth, and shall see that it is 
properly closed after a voter has entered it to vote; he shall also, 
at such intervals as he may deem proper and necessary, examine 
the face of the machine to ascertain whether it has been defaced 
or injured, to detect the wrongdoer and to repair any injury; in 
case any voting machine used in any election district shall, during 
the time the polls are open, become injured so as to render it 
inoperative in whole or in part, it shall be the duty of the election 
officers immediately to give notice thereof to the body providing 
such machine, and it shall be the duty of such body, if possible, 
to substitute a perfect machine for the injured machine, and at 
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the close of the polls the records of both machines shall be taken, 
and the votes shown on their counters shall be added together in 
ascertaining and determining the result of the election; but if no 
other machine can be procured for use at such election, and the 
one injured cannot be repaired in time for further use at such 
election, the officers of said election may permit the use of un­
official ballots by the voters, which ballots may be received by the 
election officers and placed by them in a receptacle to be provided 
therefor and counted with the votes registered on the voting 
machine, and the result declared the same as though there had 
been no accident to the voting machine; the unofficial ballots thus 
voted shall be preserved and returned as herein directed with a 
certificate or statement, setting forth how and why the same 

came to be voted. 
I 54· At least two keys that cannot be interchangeably used 

shall be provided for locking each voting machine against voting: 
said keys shall be delivered to election officers of different polit­
ical parties, who shall retain the same in their possession and 
deliver them to the clerk of the said municipality wherein such 
election is held, not later than four P. M. of the clay next follow­
ing the election; each key shall be placed upon a string or 'vYire, 
labeled with the make and number of the machine and district at 
which it is used; the clerk to whom said keys are so delivered 
shall securely keep the same, and not permit the same, or any of 
them, to be taken, or any voting machine to be unlocked for a 
period of thirty clays from and after the election, unless by order 
of a court of competent jurisdiction; at the end of thirty days 
said keys shall be subject to the order of the officer of officers 
having charge of the machines. 

I 55· The election officers may take such adjournment where 
voting machines are used as is permitted in the case of voting 
with ballots and ballot-boxes; the voting machine shall not be 
removed from the polling room or outside the guard-rail during 
said adjournment, and it shall at all times during such adjourn­
ment be under the constant care, watch and oversight of two of 
the election officers of opposite political parties, "~ho shall not, 
during such adjournment, allow any person, other than the elec­
tion officials, to pass within the guard-rail, and said election 
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officers shall not permit any person to interfere or tamper with 
said machine, nor shall said election officers interfere or tamper 
with the same during such adjournment; when such adjourn­
ment is taken said machine shall be securely locked against 
voting and so as to prevent its use for any purpose; at the end 
of such adjournment and when voting is ready to be resumed, 
the machine shall be unlocked by the election officers and the 
election proceeded with \'Vithout further adjournment until Hie 
time for closing the polls shall arrive; closing of the polls, 
in cases where voting machines are used, shall be deemed to 
mean that a voter entitled to vote, and who shall have passed 
within the outer guard-rail for that purpose before the time 
fixed by law for closing the polls, shall be allowed to complete 
the act of voting. 

I 56. Immediately upon the close of the polls the election offi­
cers shall lock the voting machine against further voting and open 
the counting compartment in the presence of persons who may be 
lawfully present at that time, giving full view of all the counter 
numbers; the chairman of the board of registry and election shall, 
in the order of the offices as their titles are arranged on the ma­
chine, read and announce in distinct tones the result as shown by 
the counter numbers, and shall then read the votes recorded for 
each office on the independnt ballots; he shall, also, in the same 
manner, announce the vote on each constitutional amendment, 
proposition or other question; as soon as the result for each office 
and on each amendment, proposition or other question is ascer­
tained, the poll clerks shall record the same and submit their rec­
ords to the election officers for examination, and if found to be 
correct the chairman shall at once announce the vote for each 
office, amendment, proposition or other question, and said result 
shall thereupon be certified and returned and proceeded with the 
same in all respects as though the said election had been held and 
conducted by the use of a ballot-box and as provided by this act 
in the case of ordinary paper official ballots. 

I 57· The election officer shall, as soon as the count is com­
pleted and fully ascertained, as by this act required, lock the 
machine against voting or any other use, and it shall so remain 
for a period of thirty days, except by order of a court of com-
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petent jurisdiction; the election officers shall return the keys to 
the clerk of the municipality as aforesaid charged vvith the care 
and custody of th keys; whenever irregular ballots of whatever 
description have been voted, as provided by this act in relation 
to voting or voting machines, the election officers shall return 
all such ballots in a properly sealed package endorsed "irregular 
ballots," and return and file such package with the original state­
ment of the result of the election made by them; said package 
shall be preserved for six months next succeeding such election, 
and it shall not be opened or its contents examined during that 
time except by order of a judge or a court lawfully empowered 
to direct the same to be opened and examined; at the end of 
said six months said package may be opened and said ballots dis­
posed of at the discretion of the official or body having ~barge 
thereof. 

I 58. When one or more voting machines are adopted and 
purchased by the State or any county, the party or parties or 
corporation of whom the same are purchased shall give a boncl 
to the State or such county, with sufficient surety or sureties, to 
keep such machine or machines in good working order and con­
dition for two years. at the cost and expense of such parties or 
corporation (unless the same has been damaged, injured or de­
stroyed by the willful act, carelessness or negligence of otht>-rs, 
or by inevitable accident). 

I 59· If any person \Vho has entered a voting machine for the 
purpose of voting shall remain therein longer than by this act 
allowed, and sh:dlnot forthwith, on notice to clo so given him hy 
the board of election, or any member thereof, quit and emerge 
from said voting machine, he may be immediately removed there­
from hy the election officers, or they may await his coming out. 
and .any person who shall remain in saicl voting machine contrary 
to the provisions of this section shall forfeit and pay for each 
offense a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, and in default 
of payment of the fine as imposed, may be imprisoned in the 
county jail of the county where the offense was committed for a 
period not exceeding sixty clays; the proceeding for the recovery 
of the penalty shall be by complaint by any one of the election 
officers before any justice of the peace, police recorder or police 

--
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magistrate, who are hereby empowered to hear and determine 
said matter without the filing of any pleadings either on behalf 
of the plaintiff or defendant; the penalty, \Yhen recovered, shall 
be paid over to the treasurer of the municipality where the offense 
occurred. 

r6o. Any unauthorized person found in possession of any such 
Yoting machine or keys thereof shall be deemed guilty of a mis­
demeanor and fined in a sum not less than twenty-five nor more 
than one hundred dollars, and imprisonment in the county jail 
not less than ten nor more than thirty clays; and any person will­
fully tampering or attempting to tamper with, disarrange, de­
face or impair in any manner whatsoever, or destroy any such 
voting machine while the same is in use at any election, or who 
shall, ~fter such machine is locked in order to preserve the regis­
tration or record of any election made by the same, shall tamper 
or attempt to tamper with any voting machine, shall be deemed 
guilty of a felony, and on conviction thereof shall be imprisoned 
in the State prison of this State at hard labor for not less than 
three nor more than ten years. 

r6r. It shall be lawful for any political body, club, organiza­
tion or association to purchase a voting machine or machines of 
the kind or kinds adopted and authorized to be used within the 
municipality where such political body, club, organization or 
association may be located, for the purpose of instructing the 
members ancl voters generally in the use of such machine or 
machines ; any such machine or machines purchased for the pur­
pose aforesaid shall have plainly painted, marked or stamped 
thereon the words "sample voting machine;" it shall also be la\v­
ful for any such body, club, organization or association to have in 
its possession a diagram or model of any such voting machine 
or machines as aforesaid for the purpose of instructing its mem­
bers ancl yoters generally in the n~e of such machines; prmrided, 
that such cliag·arms or models are marked "sample diagram" or 
"sample model," as the case may be. 

J62. In voting on any voting machine for or against any con­
stitt<tional amendment. proposal to bond, the issue of bonds, or 
any question or proposition to be yoted on, the assent or dissent 
of the voter to any such amendment, question or proposition may 
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be expressed either by the words "for'' or "against," or "yes" or 
"no." 

r 63. It shall be the duty of the election officers of the respec­
tive municipalities in this State in \Yhich voting machines have 
been or shall hereafter be placed, on the last regular registration 
day preceding any election at \Yhich a voting machine is to be 
used, to give instructions as to the use of such voting machine to 
all voters who shall apply for the same. 

164. It shall be the duty of the Secretary of State to have all 
voting machines inspected before the general election in each 
year, and to make, once a year, a report of his work to the 
Governor. 

ELEC1'IO~S OTHER THAN GENF,RAL ELECTIONS. 

·-----.....1 

r65. All elections other than general elections shall be held as 
nearly as may be in the manner provided for general elections, 
except that no primary election shall be held at public expense, 
.as provided in this act, for the nomination of any candidates to 
be voted for at such elections, or for the election of delegates to 
conventions, and only such kind of ballot shall be printed and 
used thereat as shall be necessary in accordance with the pro~ 
Yisions of this act for the election of such public officers as are 
to be chosen or such questions as .are to be submitted a,t such 
election. 

C\:K'VASSING THE \'0'1'1~. 

166. In all elections held pursuant to this act, before proceed­
ing to estimate and canvass the votes which shall have been 
received, the clerk of the board of election keeping the the poll­
book shall state therein, immediately after the last name, in \Yorcls 
written at full length, the whole number of the names of t1w 
voters in the poll-book. in the following or. like form: ''The 
whole number of the names of the persons whose yotes ha\·e been 
received during this election is ............ ," filling up the 
blank to conform to the fact, and the members of snch board shall 
sign their names thereto. The detached stubs shall there11pon be 
counted and compared with the names in the poll-book so that the 
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board of registry and election may see that they correspond. 
Such stubs shall then be made up into a package and returned in 
and at the same time with the ballot-boxes. 

167. Such board shall thereupon unlock and open the ballot­
boxes; the ballots shall then be taken singly and separately there­
from by the judge of election, who shall unfold the same, and 
while each ballot shall remain in his hands he shall audibly and 
publicly read the vote as the same is indicated thereon, in the 
manner provided in this act; and before taking another ballot 
from the box shall deliver the ballot open to the inspector to be 
examined and numbered; the inspector shall take and examine the 
same; and thereupon, if he shall be satisfied that the same has 
been correctly read, write on the back thereof the number of such 
ballot from one onward in the order in which the same shall have 
been taken from the box; the inspector shall string the ballots in 
the order in ·which the same shall be taken from the box and 
numbered, by means of a needle and twine to be proYided for that 
purpose. 

r 68. The clerks of such board, under the inspection and direc­
tion of such board, shall each make a list of the names of all 
persons for whom one or more yotes shall have been given, 
designating the office for which such person shall be voted for; 
and as each ballot shall he reacl he shall \\Tite the figure "I" 

opposite the name of each person \Vhose name shall be contained 
:herein, as designated for any office: \Yhen all the votes which 
shall ha,-e been recei,·ecl shall have been read, examined, num­
bered and strung, as al)(we directed, such board shall carefully 
and truly cast up the votes gi ,-en for each person for any office 
to he filled at such election. 

169. No member of any board of registry and election shall 
sign any returns of election until after the completion of the 
counting· of Yotes ancl his personal examination of the tally 
sheets to determine the results; the counting of the votes shall 
commence immediately upon the closing of the polls on the clay 
of election: the board shall proceed to read and count the votes 
recei\·ed, ancl shall complete .the same \vithout delay and without 
adjournment, ancl after completing the same shall audibly and 
publicly announce the result thereof, particularly specifying the 
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whole number of the voters in the poll-book, the name of each 
person for whom any yote shall have been given for any office to 
be filled by such election, and the number of votes given for each 
person for the office designated for him by said votes; the count­
ing of all ballots at any election shall be open and public, but not 
to the extent that the number present shall hinder, delay or incon­
venience the election officers in counting the ballots and ascer­
taining the result. 

170. The decision of a majority of the board of registry and 
election on any question shall be deemed and taken to be the 
decision of such board, and final; and if any member of such 
board shall dissent from any decision of the same and shall desire 
to protect himself from the consequences which may result from 
such decision, it shall be lawful for such member to record his 
dissent, in cases relating to registration, in the register, and in 
all other cases in the poll-book of such election, signing his name 
to such -record with his own hand, and unless he shall do so, he 
shall be deemed and taken to have assented to the decision so 
made. 

171. If, in canvassing and estimating the votes, the number of 
ballots in either ballot-box shall be found to exceed the number 
of the names of the voters in the poll-book, then the ballots which 
shall remain in the box, after canvassing and estimating as many 
ballots as there are such names, shall be deemed and taken to be: 
null ancl of no effect; and in every case in which a ballot shall b:~· 

declared null and of no effect the same shall not be canvassed. 
estimated or numbered, but, on the face of such ballot shall be 
written the \Yords "rejected ballot," and the said ballot shall then 
be strung in tl;e same manner in which the other ballots are 
directed to be strung, but on a different twine. 

172. If, in canyassing and estimating the votes, any ballot 
or ballots shall be found to contain more names for any office 
than there are persons to be elected to fill such office, then m 
every such case the ballot or ballots shall be deemed and taken 
to be null and of no effect, so far as respects the office for which 
there are more names than there are persons to be elected to fill 
such office, and no further. 

8 MES 
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173. At every election the person or persons, to the number 
to be elected therein, who shall by law be qualified for the office 
or offices to be filled at such election, and for whom the greatest 
number of votes shall have been given therein for such office 
or offices, shall be deemed and taken to be elected to such office 
or offices; and whenever an equal number of votes shall have 
been given to two or more persons to fill any office for which 
they shall by law be qualified, the said office shall be deemed 
and taken to be vacant. 

STATEMENT OF' RESULT OF' ELECTION. 

r 7 4· In every township or municipality (other than cities) 
containing but one election district, the members of the dis­
trict board of election conducting any township, local or char­
ter election therein, not held at the same time with the general 
election, shall, upon the close of the election, ascertain and de­
termine what officers have been elected, sums of mony voted, 
or propositions adopted, and the result of the election in all 
other particulars; in every township or municipality containing 
more than one election district, the members of the district boards 
of election conducting any such election shall meet on the day after 
holding the same, at the hour of two o'clock in the afternoon, 
at the polling place in the district in \>vhich the township or mu­
nicipal clerk may reside, and when so met shall ascertain and 
determine in like manner the result of said election in said town­
ship or municipality; provided, that when such township or mu­
nicipality contains more than two election districts, two mem­
bers only from the board of election of each district, to be desig­
nated by the board, shall meet in like manner and ascertain the 
result of said election as above provided; such determination 
shall be written out and signed by the election officers making 
the same, and forthwith delivered to and filed by the township 
or municipal clerk. 

175. In all general elections, the board of registry and elec­
tion shall make duplicate statements of the result thereof, and 
certificates to the same, in the following or like form: 
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"A statement of the result of an election held in the.·'.· .... , ..... 
election district of the .... , . . . . . . . . . of ............. , in the 
county of ....... 1 •• , •• , •• , on the ............ clay of Novem-
ber, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
........ ., .... , for a member of the Senate, members of the 
General Assembly, a sheriff and three coroners for said county 
(or as the case may be). 

The whole number of names on the poll-list is ......•.. • .... ; 
the whole number of ballots rejected is ........... . 

For members of the Senate: 
•••• ,. ·I· .... , •• , .•.•. 1 •. , ••• received 
. ... ·I· ·I·.... . ., ... ·I·.,. •I received 

For members of the General Assembly: 
•• ·• •1.• ••••• 

For sheriff: 

• •I• • • ·I·. • • 

•• 0 •• ·l· .... 

•• , ••• ·}·. 0 0 

received 
received 

received 

For coron~r~ .: . · · · · · · · · · · · r· · · · received 

votes. 
votes. 

votes. 
votes. 

votes. 
votes. 

• 0 ••• ·1· ... received . . . . . . votes. 
. . . . . . . . . . . ..... ·I .. 1. • received . . . . . . . votes. 

vVe do certify that the foregoing is a true, full and correct 
statement of the result of the election above mentioned, and that 
the same exhibits the whole number of the names on the poll­
book and of the ballots rejected, the name of each person for 
whom any vote or votes were given for any office designated 
for him in such vote or votes, and the number of votes given 
for each person for the office or offices as designated for him. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands, this 
...... , ........ day of November, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand nine hundred and ............ . 

• • • • • ·!· ·i· ·I 

•••••• r. •I• •I 

·· .. ·.,.·I· ·t o o[o • o •!• olo o 

} 
Board of 

Registry and 
Election." 

Making under each head a list of the names of all the persons 
for whom any vote or votes were given for the office or offices 
designated therein, and stating opposite to the same, in words 
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written at full length, the number of votes given for eacl1 person 
for such office or offices, and filling up all other blanks in the form 
above given to conform to the facts of the case; and in every 
other election the board of registry and election shall make state­
ments of the result thereof, and certificates to the same, in a 
form similar to that above giYen, as far as the nature of such 

election will admit. 
I 76. The judge of election, or such one of their number, as 

the board of registry and election shall designate, shall, \vithin 
two clays next after election, deliver or safely transmit one of 
said statements of the result of such election to the clerk of the 
county, who shall forthwith file the same; and whenever an 
election shall be held for Senator, members of Assembly or for any 
county, township, city or other municipal officers, such judge or 
member so designated shall, at the same time and with the ballot­
boxes, as hereinafter provided, deliver or safely transmit the other 
of said statements to the clerk of the township, city or munici­
pality wherein such election is held, who shall forthwith file the 
same; but whenever an election shall be held for member of the 
House of Representatives or for electors of President and Vice­
President, or for Governor, separate statements of the result of 
such election for Representative, Electors or Governor shall be 
made and certified by said board, and such judge or member so 
designated shall, within two days next after such election, deliver 
or safely transmit one of said statements to the clerk of the 
county, and shall inclose, seal up and transmit the other state­
ment to the Secretary of State by mail, directing the same in the 
following manner: "To the Secretary of State of New Jersey, 
Trenton, 1\ ew J er<Sey,'' and the Secretary of State, on receiving 
such statement, shall forth\vith file the same in his office. 

I 77· If any member of a board of registry and election who 
shall haye been appointed by such board to clelinr or transmit 
the statement of the result of such election shall neglect or fail 
to deliver or safely transmit the same \vithin the time herein re­
quired, such member shall forfeit and pay to the county collector 
of such county, for the use of the county, the sum of one hundred 
dollars, to be sued for and recovered by such collector, with costs, 
in any court of competent jurisdiction; and it shall be the duty 
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of the clerk of the county to certify to the county collector the 
names of all members so failing to deliver or transmit such state­
ment; and the said county collector shall forthwith institute pro­
ceedings to recover said penalty. 

I 78. If any election officer shall fail to deliver or transmit the 
statements of the result of any election to the person or place, 
and within the time herein required, any member of the county 
board of elections may apply to any justice of the Supreme Court 
for an order to compel the immediate delivery of said statements, 
and the said justice, upon presentation of the facts which satisfy 
him that the said election officer has failed to deliver or transmit 
the same as herein required, may make an order requiring the 
immediate delivery thereof by said officer, and in case of failure 
on the part of said officer to produce the same within twenty-four 
hours after being served with such order, the said officer shall be 
deemed and considered in contempt of court, and shall be pun­
ished accordingly. 

DISPOSAl, OF BALLOT-BOXES. 

I79· As soon as the election shall be finished, all ballots which 
have been cast, whether the same have been estimated and can­
vassed or rejected for any cause, all the stubs detached from such 
ballots, the poll-list and tally-papers, all unused and all spoiled 
official ballots, shall be carefully collected and deposited in the 
ballot-boxes; and such ballot-boxes, after being locked and bound 
with tape and sealed, shall, in all cities in this State, be imme­
diately taken in charge by the two clerks of election, and by them 
forthwith carried to the office of the city clerk of the city in which 
such election may be held, by the most direct route, and with'out 
delay, and said clerks shall not stop at any place between the polls 
and the city clerk's office; the clerk of such city shall attend at 
his said office on election clay, or appoint one of the clerks in his 
office to act for him, and keep his office open from the time the 
polls shall be closed until all the ballot-boxes used at the various 
polls in saicl city at such election shall have been delivered at his 
office; the clerk of such city, or his subordinate, whom he may 
have appointed to act in his stead, shall enter, in a book to be 
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kept for that purpose, the exact time when each ballot-box may 
be delivered at said office, the district whence it was brought. 
names of the clerks delivering it, and the name of the police officer 
or other witness who may have accompanied them, and such 
other particulars as he may deem important; said book shall be 
filed in the office of the city clerk; in all townships and municipal­
ities other than cities, such ballot-boxes shall remain in the town­
ship or other municipality under the care and in the custody of 
the clerk thereof, to whom they shall be forthwith delivered by 
the clerks of election in the manner above directed. 

r8o. Every city, township or other municipal clerk, to whom 
said ballot-boxes shall be delivered, shall thereupon keep the 
same, with their contents, but shall not have the keys thereof in 
his possession until required for the' next ensuing electiou, and 
shall not open, or permit to be taken or opened, any ballot-box 
deposited as aforesaid for the space of three months after the 
same has been so deposited, except when he shall be called upon 
by some court or other tribunal authorized to try the merits of 
.such election, or lU take testimony regarcling the same; and after 
such trial or investigation it shall be the duty of the clerk to have 
said box or boxes returned to his custody; provided) that \Yhen 
any election is required to be held for any purpose \Vithin the time 
that said ballot-boxes are required to remain in the custody of 
said clerk, it shall be lawful for the judge of the Circuit Court 
of the county, upon application of the city council, township 
committee or governing body of any municipality, to direct the 
contents thereof to be removed and carefully preserved, and the 
said ballot-boxes to be used at such election. 

r8r. Any person who shall willfully obstruct or interfere with 
the clerk or clerks on the way from the polls to the office of the 
city clerk, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 
thereof, shall be punished by fine not exceeding five hundred dol­
lars, or by imprisonment at hard labor for any term not exceeding 
two years, or both. 

BOARD OF COUNTY CANVASSERS. 

I 82. For all general and special elections in this State, and 
for all local or municipal elections in the several cities of this 
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State, the county board of elections in each county shall here­
after be and act as a board of county canvassers; the clerk of 
the county shall be the clerk of the said board. 

183. Such board shall meet on the Monday next after any such 
election, at twelve o'clock noon, at the court house of such county, 
at which time and place the clerk of such county shall attend and 
bring \Yith him the statements of the result of such election which 
have been filed in his office. 

184. If the clerk of such county shall be absent at such meet­
ing at the time appointed therefor the board shall forthwith pro­
ceed to appoint a fit person to be the clerk of such board, \\·ho 
shall obtain such statements from the office of said clerk, and, be­
fore proceeding to canvass and estimate the votes the chairman 
of the board shall administer to the clerk thereof, and the clerk 
thereof shall take, an oath or affirmation in the following form: 

"You do swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that you will 
faithfully execute the duties of clerk of this board according to 
law." 

185. If, on the clay appointed for the meeting of such board 
a major part of such board shall not attend at the court house 
of such county at the hour of twelve o'clock noon, or if, at that 
time, the statements of the results of such election, from every 
election district in such county shall not be produced, the mem­
bers of the board then present shall adjourn to some convenient 
hour on the next day, and at the hour to which such adjournment 
shall have been ordered the member or members then present 
may proceed as hereinafter directed, or may again adjourn for 
a period not exceeding three clays, at which time the member or 
members then present shall proceed as hereinafter directed. 

r86. If, at the time fixed for the meeting of stich board the 
statements from every election district have not hec'n filed with 
the clerk of the county, then such clerk shall forthwith, by a 
special messenger, or otherwise, at the expense of such county. 
obtain such statement or statements as shall be lacking, in time 
to be produced to such hoarrl at their next meeting. and for this 
purpose either the statements directed to he filed with the count;' 
clerk or the statements directed to be filed with the clerk of any 
township. city or municipality wherein such election was helrL 
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or a copy, certified by the Secretary of State, of the statements 
transmitted to him, shall be sufficient, and the clerk of such board 
shall lay before such board, at their subsequent meeting, all such 
statements and certified copies as he shall have obtained as ctbove 
directed. 

187. Whenever any board of county canvassers shall find it 
necessary to adjourn, as herein provided, all statements of the 
result of an election, which shall have been delivered to such 
board, or to any member thereof, shall, in the presence of such 
board, and before it shall adjourn, be securely inclosed and sealed 
and delivered to the county clerk for safe-keeping until the next 
meeting of such board. 

188. The members of said county board of canvassers shall 
proceed to ex.amine the statements and copies of statements which 
shall be produced before them, and shall canvass and determine 
the votes cast at such election; and shall forthwith make two 
statements of the result of such election; each of which state­
ments shall contain the n.ame of each election district, the number 
of names of the voters on the poll-books of each election district, 
and of the ballots rejected, and the whole number of such names 
and rejected ballots in all of said election districts; the number of 
votes given in each election district for each person for whom 
any vote or votes shall have been given for any office to be filled 
by such election, mentioning the office for which each person 
shall have been designated and the name of such person (which 
numbers of names and numbers of votes given, and of ballots 
rejected, may be in figures), and the whole number of votes 
which shall have been given for e.ach person for any such office, 
mentioning the office for which each person shall have been 
designated, and the name of such person (which numbers of 
votes and the names of persons and election districts shall be in 
words, written at full length), and each of such statements shall 
be certified to be true and correct by a certificate which shall be 
appended to the same, signed by the members of such board 
making such canvass. 

189. The statement and certificate shall be in the following, 
or like, form : 
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"A statement of the result of an election held in the county 
of ............ , on the ...... , ...... day of November, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand ........ , hundred and . ·'· ..... , 
to elect a member of the Senate, members of the General Assem­
bly, a sheriff and coroners of said county (naming the officers, as 
the case may be), made by the board of county canvassers of 

said county : 

.s ~ . 
! ~ g 
~ g~ 
~ ~-5 
... ... ~ Names of persons voted for and thel Names of election districts and the 

offices designated for each. 1 number of votes given for each 
person in each district. ~.& $: 

a§ ~"" 
I = 0 ="d 

" " ~ Q ~.::::: 
1 O,.::: 0 Ql 

I 'I ...::=~ ..c. 0 
I f;: f;: 

-- -1-----------------------

For members of Senate, ............ j \ I 'I I I 
1 I · I 

For members of Assembly, ......... ·I I 1 i I I 
For sheriff, ....................... 1 I 

1 

I I . -~ 
For coroners, ....................... I I I I I 

--1-----1----------

Num~::h o~i~f;t~~ o.~ .t.~~ -~~1.1~~~~~- ~~~- I I ~~ 
Number of ballots rejected, . . . .. . . . . I I ________ c _____ _ 

"I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true, full and 
correct statement of the result of the election above mentioned, 
as the same is exhibited by the statements produced and laid 
beore the board of county canvassers according to law, and that 
the same exhibits the number of the names of the voters in the 
poll-books of the election districts, respectively, and of :the ballots 
rejected, the whole number of the names of the voters in the poll­
books of the several election districts, the name of each person 
for whom any vote or votes were given, the number of votes. 
given for each person in each election district, and the whole 
number of votes given for each person for each office designated 
for him, as they appear by the statements so produced and laid 
before the said board. In witness whereof, I have hereunto set 
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my hand, this .............. clay of ............ , in the year 
of our Lord one thousand . . . . . . . . hundred and ......... , ... . 

• ., ••••• 0 ••• , ••• 0 •••••••••• 0. •'• ••• , 

Chair11tAa.n of the Boa.rd of Canvas.soers. 
Attest: · 

........................ , Clerk." 

And the blanks in the form above given shall be filled up to 
conform to the facts of the case. 

190. Such board shall deliver one of the said statements to the 
clerk of the county, who shall forthwith file the same, and in case 
of an election held for members of the House of Representatives, 
or for electors of President and Vice-President, or for Governor, 
or for Senator, members of Assembly, or for any county officers, 
the chairman of such board shall inclose and seal up the other 
statement and deliver or safely transmit the same, so inclosed 
and sealed up, to the Secretary of State at Trenton, so that he 
shall receive the same \vithin three days next after the meeting 
of such board, and the Secretary of State shall forthwith file the 
same; and in case of the election of municipal officers and chosen 
freeholders at the general election the chairman of such board 
shall forthwith deliver or safely transmit such other statement 
to the clerk of the proper municipality, who shall file the same. 

191. The board of county canvassers, in case of an election 
for a member of the Senate. members of the General Assembly, 
or for any county or municipal officer or officers, shall proceed to 
determine the person or persons who shall, by the greatest num­
ber of votes. have been duly elected to the office or offices for 
\Yhich he or they shall have been designated. and thereupon such 
hoard shall make a statement of their determination, certified to 
be true and correct, by a certificate appended to the same, and 
signed by the chairman of such board, in the presence of the 
clerk of such board, and the clerk of such board shall attest the 
signing of the same by such chairman, by signing his name 
thereto; and the statement of such determination. and the certifi­
cate thereto, shall be annexed to the statement of the result of 
the election and shall be delivered therewith to the clerk of the 
county and filed in his office; in case of any election for any mu-

-···~----- ~----~~----------.1 
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nicipal officer or officers, and for chosen freeholders, anothet· 
copy of such determination, as to such officer or officers, shall 
be made, signed and attested in manner aforesaid and forthwith 
filed with the clerk of the proper municipality. 

192. The statement of the determination of such board shall 
be in the following, or like form : 

"c\ statement of the determination of the board of county can-
vassers relative to an election held in the county of ........... . 
on the ............ clay of November, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand ............ hundred and ............ , for the 
election of a member of the Senate, members of the General As­
sembly of this State, and a sheriff and coroners for said county 
(naming the officers, as the case may be). 

"The said board do determine that, at the said election. 
................... was duly elected a member of the Senate 
of this State; .................. were duly elected members of 
the General Assembly; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . was duly elected 
sheriff, and .................... were duly elected coroners for 
said county (as the case may be). 

"I do certify that the foregoing is a true, full ancl correct 
statement of the determination of the board of ca1wassers therein 
mentioned. 

"In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand this ....... . 
day of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine 
hundred and ................ . 

"Chairman of the Board of Cam·assers. 

Attest: 
"Clerk.'' 

And in case of a special election to fill a vacancy or vacancies 
the statement of the determination of such board, and the certifi­
cate thereof, shall be in a form similar to that above given. as 
far as the nature of the case will admit. 

193. The board of county canvassers, in the case of an elec­
tion for a member of the Senate, members of the General ~\s­

sembly, county or municipal officers, or any of them, shall make 
a statement of the result thereof, and their determination as to 
the person or persons who shall be elected therein; and in all 
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other cases shall make only a statement of the result of the elec­
tion in such county upon the statements and copies of statements 
which shall be produced and laid before the board, as directed 
in this act. 

194. The clerk of such county, in the case of an election for 
Senator, members of the Assembly, or any county officer, shall 
make as many copies of the statement of the determination of 
such board, and the certificate appended thereto, as may be neces­
sary, and shall certify such copies to be true, full and correct, by 
a certificate appended to each of them, and shall sign his name 
thereto, and affix thereto the seal of the county, and shall, with­
out delay, deliver one of the same to each person who shall b~ 
so elected, and shall inclose, seal up and transmit another copy 
of the same to the Secretary of State at Trenton, within five clays 
next after the meeting of such board, and the said Secretary 
shall file the same in his office. 

195. The Senate and General Assembly shall convene and hold 
their sessions in the State House, at Trenton and in the organ­
ization of each house the certified copies of the aforesaid state­
ments of the determination of such board shall be deemed and 
taken to be prima facie evidence of the right of the persons 
therein mentioned to seats in the houses, respectively, to which 
they shall have been so determined to be elected. 

196. All the statements and copies of statements which shall be 
produced and laid before such board shall, by such board, be 
delivered to the clerk of such county, and shall be by him filed 
in his office. 

197. All the proceedings of such boards shall be open and 
public, and a decision of the major part of the members thereof. 
who shall be present at such meeting thereof, shall be deemed 
and taken to be the decision of such board; and if any member 
shall dissent from a decision of the board, and shall desire to 
protect himself against any consequences which may result from 
such decision, he shall state his dissent in writing, and deliver 
the same to the clerk of such county, who shall file the same in 
his office. 

I25 

BOARD OF STATE CANVASSERS. 

198. In case of any election for one or more members of the 
House of Representatives, or for electors of President and Vice­
President, or for Governor, if it shall so happen that the Secre­
tary of State shall not, on or before the seventh clay after the 
time appointed for the meeting of the board of canvassers in 
the several counties, have received the statements of the result 
of such election in every county, which are hereinbefore directed 
to be delivered or transmitted to him by the chairman of such 
board, such secretary shall forthwith, by a special messenger 
or otherwise, obtain such statement or statements as are lacking; 
and for this purpose a copy of the statement directed to be filed 
with the clerk of the county, certified by such clerk, shall be 
sufficient; and whenever and so soon as such secretary shall re­
ceive or obtain any statement of the result of such election, in 
any county, in the manner hereinbefore provided for, he shall 
ascertain whether or not such statement includes the statement 
of the result of such election in eYery election district of such 
county; and if it shall appear io him that the statement of the 
result of such election in any election district is not exhibited 
by or included in the statement of the result of such election in 
such county, he shall forthwith ascertain whether or not a C()py 
of such lacking statement has been received in his office; and if 
it shall appear to him that such copy has not been so reccivecl. 
he shall forthwith, by special messenger or otherwise, obtain 
a copy of the statement directed to be filed with the clerk of .such 
county, certified by such clerk, \Yhich shall be snfficient: and 
such secretary shall, on the twenty-first day next ::tfter the cby 
of such election, produce and lay before the hoad of State can­
vassers all such statements and copies as shall relate to such elec­
tion, which shall have been received or obtained hy him as here­
inbefore provided for. 

199. The Governor shall attend at Trenton on the twenty­
first day next after the day of election, and summon to attend 
him on that day four or more of the members of the Senate. 
not more than two of whom shall be of the same political party. 
for the purpose of canvassing and estimating the votes giYen 

l 
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for each person for whom any vote or votes shall have been 
given for one or more members of the House of Representa-­
tives, or for electors of President and Vice-President, or for 
·Governor, and of determining and declaring the person or per­
sons who shall, by the greatest number of votes, have been duly 
elected to .such office or offices; and such members of the Senate 
as shall be summoned shall attend at Trenton on that day for 
that purpose; they shall meet in the chamber of the Senate, or 
some other convenient place at Trenton, at the hour of two 
o'clock in the afternoon, and shall constitute a board of State 
canvassers; and the Governor shall be the chairman thereof, 
and the Secretary of State shall be the clerk thereof. 

200. The chairman of such board shall administer to each 
member thereof, and each member thereof shall take an oath 
or affirmation in the following form : 

"You do swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that you \vill 
faithfully and impartially execute the duties of a member of 
this board according to law"; and thereupon one of the n1em­
bers of such board, to be appointed by such board for that pur­
Jnsc. shall administer to the chairman thereof an oath or affirma­
ti<·n in the same form as that \Yhich shall have h:en taken by 
the other members. 

20r. If the the Secretary of State shall be absent from such 
meeting at the time appointed therefor, such board shall forth­
\\"ith, after the oaths or affirmations shall have been administered 
ancl taken, proceed to appoint a fit person to be the clerk of such 
boarcl; and before proceeding to canvass and estimate the votes 
the chairman of such board shall administer to the clerk thereof 
ancl such clerk shall take an oath or affirmation in the following· 

form: 
"You do swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that you will 

faithfully execute the cluties of clerk of this board." 
202. Such board shall consist of at least five persons, includ­

ing· the chairman thereof; and if a number of the members of 
the Senate, who shall have been summoned as members of such 
board, sufficient to constitute such board, shall not attend the 
meeting thereof, it shall be the duty of the Governor to summon 
as members of such board as many fit persons, who shall possess 
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the qualifications required for members of the Senate, as shall 
be necessary to complete the number required to constitute such 
board. 

203. The Secretary of State shall thereupon produce and lay 
before such board all statements and copies relating to such 
election which he shall have received or obtained; and such board 
shall then forthwith proceed to make a statement of the result of 
such election in the State, which statement shall contain the 
whole number of the names of the voters in all the poll-books in 
the State, the names of all the persons for whom any vote or 
votes shall have been given for any office or offices to be filled at 
such election, and the whole number of the votes which shall have 
been given to each person for any such office or offices, mention­
ing the office or offices for which each person shall have lJeen 
designated, and shall contain the name of each county, the 
number of names in the poll-books in the counties respectively. 
the number of votes given for each person in each county for 
any such office or offices, and in such statement the name of each 
person for whom any vote or votes shall have been given, the 
whole number of votes given for each person, and the name of 
each county, shall be in words written at full length; and the 
whole number of the names of the voters in all the poll-books in 
the State, the number of the names in the poll-books in the 
counties respectively, and the number of votes given for each 
person in each county, may be in figures, and such statement 
shall be certified to be true and correct by a certificate appended 
to the same; and the chairman of such board shall sign his name 
thereto, in the presence of the clerk of the board, and such clerk 
shall attest the signing of the same by such chairman by signing 
his name thereto; and the statement and certificate appended 
thereto shall be in a form similar to that hereinbefore prescribed 
for the board of county canvassers, as far as the nature of such 
election will admit; and when the statement and certificate above 
mentioned shall have been made and subscribed, such board shall 
proceed to determine the person or persons who shall, by the 
greatest number of votes, ha,!e been duly elected to the office or 
offices for which he or they shall have been desig·nated; and 
thereupon such board shall make a statement of their determina-

' 
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tion; and such statement shall be certified to be true and correct 
by a certificate which shall be appended to the same; and the 
chairman of such board shall sign his name thereto, in the 
presence of the clerk thereof, and such clerk shall attest the 
signing of the same by such chairman by signing his name 
thereto; and the statement of such determination, and the cer­
tificate appended thereto, shall be in a form similar to that herein­
before prescribed for the board of county canvassers, as far as 
the nature of such election will admit, and shall be annexed to 
the statement of the result of such election; and both of such 
statements and certificates shall forthwith be delivered to the 
Secretary of State, who shall file the same in his office. 

204. The clerk or member of the board of election of any 
election district, the clerk or the chairman of the board of can­
vassers of any county, or any other person \Yho shall be in 
possession of any statement, or copy of any statement, which 
shall have been made and subscribed under the provisions of this 
act, shall forthwith, on application by any messenger who shall 
have been dispatched for the same by the Secretary of State, 
deliver to such messenger such statement or copy; and the mem­
ber of the board of election of any election district, or any clerk 
or other person who shall be in possession of any statement, or 
copy of any statement, which shall have been made and sub­
scribed under the provisions of this act, shall forthwith, on appli­
cation by any messenger who shall have been dispatched for the 
same by the clerk of such county, deliver to such messenger such 
statement or copy; and such messenger, in either case, shall be 
commissioned as such in writing, under the hand and official 
seal of the officer by whom he shall have been dispatched, and 
shall exhibit his commission to the person to whom he shall apply 
for such statement or copy; and when he shall have obtained 
such statement or copy, shall forthwith deliver the same to the 
officer who shall have dispatched him. 

205. If the Secretary of State shall neglect to produce and lay 
before such board any such statement or copy received or ob­
tained by him, or shall withhold any such statement or copy, the 
chairman of such board shall forthwith summon such secretary 
to appear and produce and lay before the board such statement 
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or copy, and thereupon such secretary shall forthwith produce 
and lay the same before such board. 

206. Such board shall make the statement of the result of such 
election in the State, and their determination as to the person or 
persons who shall have been elected therein, upon the statements 
of the result of such election, or the copies of such statements 
which shall have been rnade by the board of county canvassers in 
the several counties, and laid before such board; provided, that 
if it shall appear, by any such statement from any county, that 
the statement of the result of such election in any election district 
of such county is not exhibited by or included in such statement, 
such board shall give full force and effect to the statement of the 
result of such election in such district, or the copy of such state­
ment, which shall be laid before such board by the Secretary of 
State as is hereinbefore directed. 

2C?'7· The Secretary of State shall make as many copies of the 
statement of the determination of such board, and the certificate 
thereto, as there shall be persons thereby declared to be elected; 
and shall certify such copits to be true, full and correct, hy a 
certificate appended to each, and shall sign his name thereto and 
affix thereto the seal of the State, and shall, without delay, de­
liver one of the same to each of the persons who shall be so 
elected. 

208. All the statements and copies of statements \vhich shall 
have been produced and laid before such hoard shall be deli,·ered 
to the Secretary of State, and be by him filed in his office. 

209. The proceedings of such board shall be open and public, 
and the decision of a majority of the members thereof shall be 
deemed ancl taken to be the decision thereof; and if any member 
shall dissent from such decision, and shall desire to protect him­
self against any consequences \Yhich may result therefrom, he 
shall state his dissent in writing, and deliver the same to the 
Secretary of State, who shall file the same in his office. 

2 r o. In case of any election for one or more members of the 
House of Representatives, the Secretary of State shall prepare a 
general certificate of the election of such member or members, 
and lay the same before the Governor, who shall sign his name 
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thereto, in the presence of such Secretary; and such Secretary 
shall attest the signing of the name by the Governor by signing 
his n:1me thereto, and shall thereupon affix the seal of the State 
thereto, and transmit the same forthwith to the clerk of the 
House of Representatives, if they shall then be in session, and 
if not in session, then at their first meeting; and in case of an 
election for electors of President and Vice-President of the 
United States, such Secretary shall prepare a general certificate 
of the election of such electors, and lay the same before the Gov­
ernor, who shall sign his name thereto, in the presence of such 
Secretary; and such Secretary shall attest the signing of the 
same by the Governor, by signing his name thereto, and shall 
thereupon affix the seal of the State thereto, and deliver the 
same to the president of the College of Electors of this State, 
on the clay and at the time and place appointed for the meeting 
of such college. 

THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE. 

2 I I. At the general election in each fourth year as prescribed 
by the laws of the United States, such number of persons as this 
State shall be entitled to elect or appoint shall be elected by the 
legal voters throughout the State to be elecors of President and 
Vice-President of the United States; each of such electors shall 
be a male citizen of the United States, of the age of t:.venty-five 
years or upwards, and an inhabitant of this State, and shall have 
been a citizen of the United States seven years next preceding 
such election. 

2 I 2. The electors of President and Vice-President shall con­
vene at the State House at Trenton, on the day appointed by 
Congress for that purpose, at the hour of three o'clock in the 
afternoon of that clay, and constitute an electoral college: and, 
after choosing a president and secretary from their O\Yl1 body. 
shall proceed to perform the duties required of them by the con 
stitution and laws of the United States. 

2 I 3· \Vhen any vacancy shall happen in the college o{ electors 
of this State, or when any elector shall fail to attend by the hour 
cf three o'clock in the afternoon of the clay fixed by the Congress 
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of the United States for the meeting of the college of electors, 
at the place of holding such meeting, those of the said electors 
who shall be assembled at the said hour and place shall imme­
diately after that hour proceed to fill, by a majority of votes, all 
such vacancies iq the electoral college; provided, that if the mem­
bers of the electoral college shall haye been nominated and 
elected as representing different political paJ:ties, any vacancy 
occurring shall be filled by the elector or electors representing 
the same political party as the absent elector; and if there shall 
be no elector present representing the same political party as the 
absent elector, then such vacancy shall be filled by a majority of 
the electors present, vd10 shall choose some person of the political 
party which the absent elector represents. · 

ELE,CTIONS TO SUPPI~Y VACANCIES. 

. .12I4. \Vhenever any vacancy shall happen in the representation 
of .any county in the Senate or General Assembly, the house in 
which such vacancy happens shall direct a vvrit of election for 
supplying the same, unless such House shall be of the opinion that 
the services of a. person in the office then vacant will not be re­
quired during the unexpired period of the legislative year; but if 
such vacancy happens during the recess of the Legislature, or 
after the annual election, and not less than fifteen days before 
the commencemett of the legislative year (or a shorter time 
before such commencement if the board of chosen freeholders 
make the requirement hereafter mentioned), it shall be the duty 
of the Governor forthwith to issue a writ of election to fill the 
said vacancy, unless he shall be of opinion that the services of a 
person in the office then vacant will not be required during the 
legislative year, or the resiclne therof: but the neglect of the 
Governor to issue a \Hit for filling such vacancy shall not pre­
clude the House in which snch vacancy may have happened from 
causing the same to be filled, if they judge it advisable; prm•idcd, 
that if the board of chosen freeholders of such county shall sig­
nify in writing to the Governor, in case such vacancy occurs 
during the recess of the Legislature, or after the annnal election, 
and before the commencement of the legislative year, or to such 
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House, when in session, the desire of such board that the vacancy 
shall be filled, then such House, or the Governor, as the case may 
be, shall forthwith, after such signification, issue such writ. 

2I5. If any person who shall be elected a member of the Senate 
or General Assembly of this State shall neglect or refuse, for ten 
days next after the commencement of the session of such House, 
to take his seat therein, or to send to such House a satisfactory 
excuse, or shall, during any session of such House, be absent un­
remittingly for ten clays (unless expressly excused by such House 
from attendance thereon), or shall remove from and cease to be 
a resident of the State, or of the county for which he may have 
bec:1 elected, his office shall be deemed vacant. 

2 I 6. vVhenever any vacancy or vacancies shall happen in the 
representation of this State in the House of Representatives, it 
shall be the duty of the Governor forthwith to issue a writ of 
election to fill such vacancy or vacancies, unless the term of ser­
vice for which the person or persons whose office or offices shall 
become vacant will expire within two months next after the 
happening of such vacancy or vacancies.· 

2 I 7· Every writ of election >Yhich shall be issued under the 
provisions of this act shall he of the nature of a proclamation, 
and be signed hy the Governor or by the President of the Senate 
or the Speaker of the House of Assembly. as the case may be; 
and shall specify the cause and purpose of such election, the 
name of the officer in whose office the vacancy has occurred and 
the clay on \Yhich such election shall be held, \Yhich shall not be 
less than fifteen clays, nor more than forty clays. from the elate 
of such writ. 

218. EYery such writ shall, by the officer issuing the same. be 
delivered forthwith to the Secretary of State, \Yho shall forth­
>Yith affix thereto the seal of this State, and file the same in his 
office; and in case such v.acancy or vacancies shall have happened 
in the representation of any county, in the Senate or Assembly, 
he shall make. or cause to be made, a copy of such writ, certify 
the same to be true and correct under his hand, and cause such 
copy thus certified to be delivered 'to the clerk of such county, 
ancl in case such vacancy or vacancies shall have happened in the 
representation of this State in the House of Representatives, he 
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shall cause as many copies of such writ to be made as there shall 
be counties or parts of counties in such vacant congressional dis­
trict or districts, certify each of the same to be true and correct 
under his hand, and cause one of such copies to be delivered to 
the clerk of each of said counties. 

2I9. The clerk of each of said counties shall, forthwith, after 
the receipt of any such copy, cause the same to be published .at 
least once a week, and as often as required by the writ of election, 
until the time of such election, in at least four of the newspapers 
which shall be printed or published in said county, if so many 
there be in saicl county; and such advertising shall be made, as· 
nearly as may be, in newspapers of the different political parties 
so as to afford the widest possible notice to all voters of every 
political party; and such publication shall constitute sufficient 
notice of the holding of such election., 

220. Any vacancy happening in the office of sheriff, coroner, 
clerk, register or surrogate of any county, shall be supplied at 
the general election next succeeding the happening thereof, un­
less such vacancy shall happen within fifteen clays next preceding­
such election, in >Yhich case such vacancy shall be supplied at 
the second succeeding general election. 

22 I. Except as in this section otherwise provided every spe­
cial election shall be concluctecl by the same election officers and 
in as nearly as may be the same manner as the general election 
is or may be conducted; nominations shall be made for the 
offices to be filled at such special election in the manner herein 
provided for the nomination for such offices at the general elec­
tion, except that there shall be no primary eler.tion at public ex­
pense in connection therewith, and the registry of voters shall be 
made as in this act provided for elections other than the general 
election, with such modifications, if any, as to the times of meet­
ing of the district boards of registry and elections as the county 
board of elections may deem neceisary. Whenever a writ of elec­
tion shall be issued for the purpose of filling vacancies which 
shall arise from the death, resignation or otherwise of any mem­
ber of either the Senate or House of General Assembly of the 
State of New Jersey, the political parties of the county to which 
such writ of election shall be directed may nominate candidates 
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for the office in which such vacancy has occurred, in such man­
ner and under such regulations as shall be provided by the county 
committees of the respective political parties, anything in this 
act to the contrary notwithstanding. The convention or body 
making such nomination sh~11 file with the county clerk, at least 
six clays before the time fixed for holding such election, a certifi­
cate containing the name of the person selected as candidate, 
which certificate shall be under the hand of the presiding offi­
cer of such convention or other body, together with an acceptance 
of such nomination signed by the person selected as candidate. 
The local boards of registry and election shall meet at the place 
where such election is to be held in the respective election dis­
tricts on the Friday preceding the day set for the holding of 
such election, at one o'clock in the afternoon, and remain in 
session until eight o'clock in the evening, for the purpose of 
revising and correcting the registers of voters by adding to the 
registers used at the then last preceding general election, in the 
manner provided in this act for elections other than general elec­
tions, the names of persons entitled to vote whose names shall not 
appear on such registers. The local boards of registry and elec­
tion shall make return of the result of such election to the clerk 
of the county board of elections within twenty-four hours after 
the holding of such election, and the county board of elections 
sha11 meet on the Thursday following the holding of such elec­
tion and shall canvass the vote and immediately certify the re­
sult to the clerk of the county, and the clerk of the co~mty shall 
immediately after receiving the statement of the result of such 
election from the county board of elections, deliver a certificate 
of election to the successful candidate and transmit another copy 
thereof to the Secretary of State at Trenton. 

CONTESTED ELECTIONS FOR GOVERNOR. 

222. Any person intending to contest the election of Governor 
shall. within thirty days next after such election, give notice in 
writing to the person whose election he intends to contest, stating 
such intention, and setting forth the facts, charges and specifi­
cations upon which he means to rely; which notice shall be cleliv-
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erecl to such person, or be left open at his usual place of resi­
dence with a member of the family over the age of fourteen 

years. 
223. The said contestant shall address and cause to be deliv­

ered to the President of the Senate as soon as that body shall 
be organized by the election of a President, a petition in writing, 
setting forth that the said petitioner intends to contest the said 
election of Governor, and the facts, charges and specifications 
upon which he means to rely, and praying that a joint com­
mittee of the two Houses of the Legislature may be appointed 
to try the same; which petition shall be accompanied by the affi­
davit of the petitioner that the facts, matters and things in said 
petition contained are true, as he verily believes, and shall be 
also accompanied by clue proof that the notice mentioned in the 
preceding section has been given as is therein directed. 

224. Upon the receipt of such petition, verification and proof, 
the said President shall immediately give information thereof 
to both Houses of the Legislature, who shall, on a day and hour 
to be agreed upon between them, not exceeding ten days from the 
delivery of such petition, convene in the Senate chamber, ancl pro­
ceed to appoint such committee. 

22 5· The president of the Senate shall preside at such meet­
ing; the names of the members of each house shal1 be ca11ed over, 
and thereupon the names of the members of the Senate present 
sha11 be written on clistinct pieces of paper, as nearly similar as 
may be, and each rolled up and put into a box by the clerk of the 
Assembly, and after being shaken and intermixed, shall be placed 
on the president's table; ancl the secretaray of the Senate shall 
then draw from the said box the papers so rolled up, and deliver 
them singly to the speaker of the House of Assembly, who shall 
open and read them aloud as he receives them, and deliver them 
singly to the president of the Senate, who shall place them open 
on the table; and the clerk of the House shall take down the 
names as they are so called in writing, until the number of ten 
names be drawn, when the drawing shall cease; the names of all 
the members of the House of Assembly who are present shall 
then, in like manner. be written on similar clistince pieces of 
paper, and each rolled up and put into a box by the secretary of 
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the Senate, and after being shaken and intermixed, shall be 
placed on the president's table; and the clerk of the Hous.e shall 
then draw from the said box the papers so rolled up, and deliver 
them singly to the president of the Senate, who shall open and 
read them aloud as he receives them, and deliver them singly to 
the speaker of the House, who shall place them open on the 
table, and the secretary of the Senate shall take down the names 
as they are so called, in writing, until the number of hventy-nine 
names shall be dra·wn, when the drawing shall cease. 

226. When the names of ten members of the Senate and 
twenty-nine members of the House of Assembly shall have been 
so drawn, a list of the members so selected shall be given to each 
of the parties, or their counsel, who shall immediately withdraw 
to some adjoining room, with a clerk or member appointed by 
the joint vote of the members present, where they shall proceed 
alternately to strike off the names upon the said list, the con­
testant striking first, until the number shall be reduced to four 
members of the Senate and nine members of the House of 
Assembly; and within one hour from the time of so withdrawing 
shall deliver to the president of .the Senate the names of the said 
thirteen members remaining on the list, who shall constitute a 
committee to try the matter in controversy, and shall respectively 
take an oath or affirmation, to be administered by the president 
of the Senate, to try the matter of the petition, and to give true 
judgment thereon according to evidence; and the time and place 
for the meeting of the select committee so appointed shall then be 
directed by the joint vote of the members of both houses, which 
shall be within twenty-four hours of the appointment. 

227. As soon as the list shall have been delivered to the parties 
aforesaid the clerk of the House of Assembly shall proceed to 
draw out, one by one, the names of the remaining members of the 
Senate, and deliver them singly to the speaker of the House, who 
shall unfold and read them aloud; and then the secretaray of the 
Senate shall, in like manner, draw out the names of the remain­
ing members of the House of Assembly and deliver them singly 
to the President of the Senate, who shall unfold and read them 
aloud; and if any unfairness or mistake shall be discovered 
therein, then the whole proceeding shall be set aside, and the busi­
ness be renewed in manner and form as is hereinbefore dircted 
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228. The committee so chosen shall, on their first meeting, 
elect a chairman from among themselves, and some competent 
person as clerk, and in case of the sickness, death, resignation or 
inability to act of either, may choose another in his place; and in 
case of the refusal or inability of any member of the committee 
so chosen to act, the committee shall, by a majority of votes, fill 
such vacancy by choosing a member to supply his place, if he be a 
Senator, from the Senate; if a member of the Assembly, from 
the House of Assembly; provided, that no membe~· who was 
stricken from the list of names drawn shall be eligible to be 
chosen; and provided, that such vacancy shal! be filled before the 
committee shall have entered upon the hearing of the case. 

229. The said committee shall sit from day to clay, Sundays 
excepted, and attend exclusively to the business before them until 
they shall have finally decided the case. 

230. The said committee shall have power to send for persons, 
papers ancl records, to examine all witnesses who may come 
before them, t.ipon oath or affirmation, to be administered by the 
chairman; and any person guilty of taking a false oath or affirma­
tion before them, or of procuring another to do so, shall, upon 
conviction, be liable to the same punishment as persons convicted 
of perjury are liable to by law; the committee may require the 
production of ballot-boxes with their contents, and may examine 
and recount, if necessary, the ballots cast in any district or 
districts. 

2 3 r. All determinations of the said committee shall be by a 
majority of votes; as soon as the said committee shall have de­
termined whether the election or return referred to them is legal 
and valid, or the contrary, and who, if anyone, is duly elected 
to the said office of Governor, the chairman shall make two re­
ports thereof in writing. one of which he shall deliyer to the 
President of the Senate and the other to the Speaker of the House 
of Assembly, which reports shall be entered on the journal of 
the respective Houses, and shall be final and conclusive, and the 
person adjudged to be elected shall be entitled to the office; and 
if no one shall be adjudged to be elected then the office shall be 
declared vacant. 
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232. The proceedings of the committee shall be conducted 
publicly; the parties shall be at liberty to appear before them in 
person, or by counsel, and examine and cross-examine the wit­
nesses produced, and be heard upon the questions that arise in 
the case. 

233. Witnesses attending by order of the committee shall have 
the same fees as are allowed at law; the clerk of the committee 
shall be allowed compensation at the rate of ten dollars per 
diem, but no fees, and all expenses incurred shall be taxed by 
the committee and paid by the treasurer on the certificate of the 
chairman. 

CONTESTED ELECTIONS FOR MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATURE AND 

CONGRESS. 

234. If any person shall intend to contest the right of any per­
son who shall have been declared to be duly elected a m~mber o£ 
the Senate, a member of the General Assembly or a member of 
the House of Representatives of the United States, to a se~t in the 
house of which he shall have been declared to be elected a mem­
ber, the person intending shall, within thirty days next after the 
clay of such election, give notice in writing of such intention to 
the person whose seat he shall intend to contest; which notice 
shall be delivered to such person, or shall be left open at his usual 
place of residence, with one of the family above the age of four­
teen years, and such notice shall particularly set forth the ground 
or grounds on which such seat will be contested. 

235. The judges of the Court of Common Pleas, the commis­
sioners to take hail and affidavits in the Supreme Court, and the 
masters in chancery, respectively, shall have power, and are 
hereby required at any time, on application to them by any per­
son who shall intend to contest the right to a seat as above men­
tioned, or whose right to a seat shall be contested, to issue a sub­
pcena or subpcenas to any person or persons whose testimony 
the person so applying shall be desirous to take, and to appoint 
some time, not less than ten, nor more than twenty clays after 
such application shall be made to him, and some place for the 
examination of such person or persons; provided, that no officer 
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shall issue any such subpcena or appoint such time, unless he shall 
be satisfied that such notice has been given as is directed in the 
preceding section of this act. 

236. \Vhen such time and place shall have been appointed the 
person who shall have made such application shall forthwith giw 
at least eight days' notice of such time and place, and of the name 
of the officer \Yho is to take the testimony, to the opposite party; 
which notice shall be in writing, and shall contain the name or 
names of the witness or witnesses intended to be examined, and 
shall 6e given in the same manner as the notice of contest of such 
election hereinbefore mentioned is directed to be given. 

237. At the time and place which shall have been so appointed 
the officer appointing them shall attend and take the clepositiO!l 
or depositions of such person or persons as shall appear before 
him; which deposition or depositions shall be taken in writing, 
and shall be signed by the person or persons, respectinly, wh., 
shall be examined; pmvided, that such officer shall not proceecl 
to take the testimony of any person unless he shall be satisfied 
that such notice has been given, as is hereinbefore directed, and 
that he shall take the testimony of no other person than such as 
shall be mentioned in such notice, and that no testimony shall be 
taken which shall not relate to some ground of contest specifiecl 
in the notice which shall have been given, as is hereinbefore di­

rected. 
238. The officer who shall take any such deposition or deposi­

tions shall certify the same under his hand and shall inclose, seal 
up and transmit or deliver the same, in case the intended contest 
shall relate to a seat in the Senate, to the President of that body: 
in case it shall relate to a seat in the General Assembly, then to 
the Speaker of that body, and in case it shall relate to a seat in 
the House of Representatives of the United States, then to the 

Speaker of that body. . 
239. It shall be the duty of every person upon whom a sub­

pcena, issued under and by virtue of this act, shall have been 
served, and to whom the lawful fees shall have been paid or ten­
dered, to obey the command of such subpcena, under the penalty 
of fifty dollars, to be sued for and recm·erecl, with costs, in an 
action of debt, before any court of competent jurisdiction, by the 

~ 
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person on \Yhose application such subpcena shall have been issued; 
provided, that no person shall in any case be required to attend 
any such examination as a witness out of the county in which he 
resides, and if any person duly subpcenaed as aforesaid shall ne­
glect or refuse to obey the command of such subpcena, it shall be 
lawful for any justice of the Supreme Court or judge of the 
Court of Common Pleas, on due proof by affidavit of the service 
of a subpc:cna on such witness. and of the payment of his legal 
fees, and of his refusal or neglect to obey the command of said 
subpcena as aforesaid, to issue an attachment against such per­
son to bring him before said justice or judge, and the said jus­
tice or judge shall have power to proceed against said \vitness as 
for a contempt of said court. 

Rr:COCNT OF VOTES. 

240. \Vhenever any candidate at any election shall have rea­
son to believe that an error has been made by any board of 
election or o£ canvassers in counting the vote or declaring the 
result of such election, whereby the result of such election has 
been changed, such candidate may, within ten clays after such 
election, apply to any justice of the Supreme Court, who shall 
be authorized to order and cause upon .such terms as he may 
deem proper a recount of the whole or such part of the Yates 
as he may determine to be publicly made under his direction b:y 
the county board of elections, after clue notice to the parties 
interested of the time and place of such recount; and if it shall 
apriear upon such recount that an error has been made, suffi-­
cient to change the result of such election, then such justice shall 
revoke the certificate of election already issued to any person, 
and shall issue in its place another certificate in favor of the 
party who shall be found to have re.ceivecl a majority of the 
votes cast at such election, which latter certificate shall super­
sede all others, and entitle the holder thereof to the same rights 
and privileges as if said certificate had been originally issued by 
the canvassing board; said justice shall have power to decide 
all disputed questions which the said board shall fail to decide 
by a majority vote thereof. 
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241. \Vheneyer any such certificate shall be issued by any 
justice of the Supreme Court, the same shall be filed vvith the 
clerk of the county or municipality in and for which such elec­
tion was held; and such clerk shall make and certify, uncler his 
hand and official seal, a copy thereof, and shall, without delay, 
deliver such copy to the person who shall be so declared elected; 
and in case of an election for Senator, members of the ~\ssem­
bly, or any county officers, the county clerk shall, \Yithin five 
days thereafter, transmit to the Secretary of State, at Trenton, 
another copy of such certificate, signed by him and attested by 
his official seal. 

242. Any applicant for such recount, upon applying therefor, 
shall deposit with the county clerk such sum as such justice shall 
order as .security for the payment of the expenses of such re­
count, or if such justice shall so order, shall file vvith the county 
clerk a bond to the incumbent, with two or more sureties, to 
be approved by such justice, in such sum as he may require, 
conclitionecl to pay all costs and expenses in case the original 
count be confirmed, or the result of such recount is not sufficient 
to change the result; the said justice shall fix ancl determine the 
amount of compensation to be paid for making such recount of 
the ballots, and the costs and expenses thereof; and if it shall 
appear that an error sufficient to change the result has been 
made, then the expenses of such recount shall be paid by the 
county or municipality in ancl for which such election was helcl. 
upon the warrant of said justice, the same as other election ex­
penses are paid: but if no error shall appear sufficient to change 
such result, then the expenses of such recount shall he paid hy 
the party making the application. 

CONTESTED ELECTIO~S FOR COUNTY OR MCNICIPAL OFPin:s. 

243. The seyeral Circuit Courts of this State shall have juris­
diction to hear and determine all cases in which the election of 
any officer or officers of any county, city, borough, Yillage, town­
ship, or other municipality may be contested, and for that pur­
pose the said courts shall ahyays be open; such contest shall 
be commenced by filing a petition therefor within thirty days 
after any such election shall be held. 
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244. Such election may be contested upon one or more of 
the following grounds, viz : 

I. Malconduct, fraud or corruption on the part of the mem­
bers of the board of election in any election district, or of any 
members of the board of county canvassers, sufficient to change 
the result; 

II. ·when the incumbent was not eligible to the office at the 
time of the election; 

III. \Vhen the incumbent had been duly convicted before such 
election of a11Y crime which would render him incompetent 
to exercise the right of suffrage, and the incumbent had not been 
pardoned at the time of the election ; 

IV. When the incumbent had given or offered to any elec-. 
tor, or any member of a board of election, clerk or canvasser, 
any bribe or reward, in money, property, or thing of value for 
the purpose of procuring his election; 

V. \Vhen illegal votes have been received, or legal votes re­
jected at the polls sufficient to change the result; 

VI. For any error in any board of canvassers in counting the 
yotes or declaring the result of the election, if such error would 
change the result; 

VII. For any other cause which shows that another was the 
person legally elected. 

245. The term "incumbent" in this act means the person whom 
the canyassers declare elected; but in case of a tie vote either 
party may contest the election, in which case the term "incum­
bent'' means the person having an equal number of votes with 
the contestant. 

246. \Vhen the misconduct complained of is on the part of 
the members of the board of election in any election district, it 
c hall not be held suffic;ent to s::t aside the election unless the 
rcjcctiun of the yute of Sltcll district 1Hmlcl change the result as 
to that office. 

247. The contestant shall file a petition in writing signed by 
himself and at least fifteen r]ttalified electors of the county, town­
ship or municipality in and for which such election was held, as 
the case may be, setting forth one or more of the causes speci­
fied and the particular circumstances of the case, duly verified 
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by the oaths or affirmations of at least two of said petitioners, 
which shall be filecl with the clerk of said court, together with a 
honcl to the incumbent, with two or more sureties, to be approved 
Ly the justice holding such circuit, in the penal sum of five hun­
dred dollars, conditioned to pay all costs in case the election be 
confirmed, or the petition be dismissed or the prosecution fail. 

248. \Vhen the reception of illegal or the rejection of legal 
Yoters is alleged as a cause of contest, the names of the persons 
who so voted, or whose votes were rejected, vvith the election 
district where they voted, or offered to vote, shall be set forth in 
the petition, if known; the court shall appoint a suitable time for 
hearing such complaint, not more than thirty nor less than fifteen 
clays thereafter; and the contestant shall cause a notice of such 
trial, with a copy of the contestant's petition, to be served on the 
incumbent at least ten clays before the clay set for trial. 

249. The trial shall proceed at the time appointed unless post­
poned for good cause shown by either party by affidavit, the terms 
of which postponement shall be in the discretion of the court; 
providr:d~ the court may, for its own necessity or convenience, 
adjourn to such time, not more than thirty clays thereafter, as it 
may see fit, of which adjournment the parties interested shall take 
notice. 

250. The proceedings shall be similar to those in an action at' 
law so -far as practicable, hut shall be under the control and di­
rection of the court, which shall hear and determine the matter 
I\ ithout a jury, with power to order any amendments in the peti­
tion or proceedings as to form, and to allow adjournments to 
any tirne not more than thirty clays thereafter for the benefit of 
either party, on such terms as shall seem reasonable to the court, 
the grounds hr such adjcmnm<:>nt being shmn1 hy affidavit. 

2 5 r. 'The said court shall h::t,·e authcrit_v and pD\YCr to cnmpel 
the attendance of any officer c;f snch electiim, and of any other 
per sen capable of testifying- concerning the same, and a !so til 
compel the production nf all ballot-boxes, h:x,ks, papers, tally­
lists, ballots and ether c'ucmnents 1vhich may be required at such 
bearing; the st;.'lc. form and manner of service of process ancl 
papers, ancl the fees of officers ancl witnesses, shall be l he same 

····--·· I 
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c'S in the Circuit Court in other cases, as far as the nature of the 

case admits. 
232. The court may require any person called as a witness who 

1·oted at such election, to answer touching his qualification as a 
yoter, and if the court, from his examination, or otherwise, is 
satisfied that he was not a qualified voter in the election district 
where he voted, then the court can compel him to answer for 
\Yhom he voted; and if the witness answers such questions no 
part of his testimony on the trial shall be usecl against him in any 
criminal proceeding. 

253. The contestant and incumbent shall be liable to the officers 
and \vitnesses for the costs macle by them, respectively; but if the 
election be confirmed, or the petition dismissed, or the prosecu­
tion fail, judgment shall be renclerecl against the contestant for 
costs; and if the judgment be ag·ainst the incumbent, or the elec­
tion be set asicle, then he shall pay the costs at the discretion of 
the court; ancl after the entry of the judgment o£ the court the 
costs may he collected by attachment or otherwise. 

2 5-1· The court shall prcnounce j nclgment \vhether the inct:m­
bO"nt or any ccntestant was duly elected, and the person so cle­
clarecl eiectecl will be entitled to his certificate; if the judgment be 
against the incumbent, and he has already received the certificate 
of election, the judgmmt shall annul it; if the court fincl that no 
person was cluly elected, the judgment shall be that the election 
be set aside. 

255. \Vhen either the contestant or incumbent shall be in 
posession of the office, by holding over or otherwise, the court 
shall, if the judgment be against the party in possession of the 
office, and in favor of his antagonist, issue an order to carry into 
effect its judgment, which order shall be under the seal of the 
court, and shall command the sheriff of the county to put the 
successful party into possession of the office without delay, and to 
cleliyer to him all books, papers and effects belonging to the same. 

2 56. The party against "hom juclgment is rendered may 
appeal for error of law only, vvitlni1 twenty days, to the Supreme 
Court, but such appeal shall not supersede the execution of the 
judgment of the court, unless the party so appealing shall become 
bound to the other party by recognizance, as provided in the 
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thirteenth section of the act entitled "An act respecting writs of 
error" (Revision), approved March twenty-seventh, one thou­
sand eight hundred and seventy-four; provided, the amount of 
such recognizance shall be fixed by the judge who presided at 
the trial, and shall be .at least double the probable compensation 
of such officer for six months. 

2j7. Such appeal shall take precedence over all other causes 
upon the calendar, and shall be set clown for hearing, and deter­
mined upon the first day of the term, unless otherwise ordered 
by the court for its convenience; provided, that the appellant 
shall give ten clays' notice of argument, unless the judgment of 
the circuit court shall not have been given in time to notice such 
appeal for trial on the first clay of the term, in which case the 
same may be noticed for any other clay in the term. and shall 
have the same precedence on such other clay. 

If, upon appeal, the judgment be affirmed, the judge who 
presided at the trial, or in his absence or inability to act, any 
justice of the Supreme Court, shall order the judgment of said 
circuit court, to be enforced, if the party against whom judgment 
is rendered is in possession of the office; and the proceedings on 
the recognizance shall be as provided for in other cases in said 
Supreme Court. 

COMPENSATION OF' ELECTION OFFICER; AND EXPENSES OF 

ELECTION. 

259. The compensation of each member of the boards of 
registry and election for all services performed by them under 
the provisions of this act shall be as follows: In cities having a 
population exceeding thirty thousand, for each registry day, five 
dollars, and for each electim'J. clay, including the counting of the 
votes and the delivery of the returns and ballot-box with the 
contents to the municipal clerk, ten dollars; in all other cities, 
towns and other municipalities the compensation for such mem­
bers shall be as follows : for each registry day three dollars, and 
for the election clay, including the counting of the votes and the 
delivery of the returns and the ballot-box, seven dollars; and for 
all such services in connection with the general election or any 

IO MES 
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special election held in and for the whole county, such compensa­
tion shall be twenty dollars in districts where the number of 
registered voters is not more than one hundred and fifty, twenty­
five dollars in districts where the number of registered voters is 
more than one hundred and fifty .and not more than three hun­
dred, and thirty dollars in districts where the number of regis­
tered voters is more than three hundred, the said sum to be paid 
by the county collector; provided, however, that whenever the 
registration of voters for any local or charter election shall be 
held at the same time, in the same pl.ace, and by the same board 
of registration and election as that for any general or special 
election in and for the whole county, and whenever any such 
local or charter election shall be held .at the same time, in the 
same place and by the same board of registration and election as 
that for any general or special election held in and for the whole 
county, then .and in that case the members of the said board of 
registration and election shall not be entitled to the compensation 
first above provided for, but shall only be entitled to the com­
pensation as is provided for in connecton with the general elec­
tion or any special election in and for the whole county; said 
sum to be paid by the county collector, which is to be in lieu 
of all other fees and ch.arges whatsoever. 

260. For the duties and services imposed upon and required 
of them by this act, the county clerks of the several counties and 
the clerks of the different cities, townships and other municipali­
ties shall be paid out of the county funds of their respective 
counties, or the funds of their respective municipalities, as the 
case may be, a fair and reasonable compensation, to be ascertained 
and determined, in the cases of the county clerks, by the boards 
of chosen freeholders of their respective counties, and in case 
of said municipal clerks, by the governing bodies of their respec­
tive cities, townships or municipalities. 

26I. All costs, charges and expenses incurred by the county 
and municipal clerks in carrying out the provisions of this act 
(except for sample ballots furnished to individuals as herein­
before provided), including the charges and expenses incurred 
for rooms for polling places and fitting up and arranging the 
same, the compensation of the district boards of registry and 
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election, and all other expenses incurred by any officer or person 
duly authorized in carrying out the provisions of this act, shall 
be regarded as election expenses, and shall be paid, in the case 
of the general election or any special election held in and for the 
whole county, by the respective counties, and in case of all other 
elections by the respective municipalities in and for which they 
are held, in the same manner as other county and municipal ex­
penses are paid; but municipal ballots shall be paid for by the 
respective municipalities; all bills, before being paid, shall be 
itemized and verified by the oath of the claimant, and audited 
and approved by the clerk of the county, township, city or mu­
nicipality who contracted the bill charged for; provided, that 
nothing herein contained shall be construed as permitting com­
pensation to any election agent or challenger; and the board 
of freeholders in each county shall include in their annual tax 
levy a sum sufficient to pay all the election expenses, and a 
reasonable compensation for the services of the county board 
of elections, the amount of which shall be determined by the 
board of chosen freeholders; provided, also, that the member 
of said county board of elections who shall be the secretary 
thereof may receive an additional compensation not exceeding 
one-third of the compensation of the individual members of 
said board, except in counties of the first class, where there shall 
be a clerk of . said board, who shall receive such compensation 
as shall be fixed by said board of freeholders. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

262. No person shall be elected a member of the House of 
Representatives, or an elector ·of President and Vice-President, 
who shall hold any office of trust or profit under the United 
States; and no person shall be elected to the office of such elector 
who shall hold the office of Senator or Member of the House of 
Representatives of the United States. 

263. No person shall hold at the same time more than one of 
the following offices : Elector of President and Vice-President 
of the United States, member of the House of Representatives 
of the United States, member of the Senate or of the General 
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Assembly of this State, county clerk, register, surrogate, sheriff 
or coroner; and if any person who shall have been elected or 
appointed to any such office shall, during the term for which 
he shall have been electecl or appointed, be elected or appointed 
to another of such offices, and shall accept the same, such ac­
ceptance shall be deemed to make vacant the office to which he 
shall have been previously elected or appointed; and if any 
person shall, at any election, be elected to t\vo or more of such 
offices, he shall accept but one of the same, and the other or 
others shall be deemed vacant. 

264. \Vhen by the provisions of any staute the decision of 
any question has been or shall be submitted to the decision of 
a majority of the legal voters of this State or of any sub­
division thereof; or when the approval of a majority of the 
legal voters of this State or of any sub-division thereof is re­
quired in any statute before such statute takes effect or before 
any prescribed action or proceeding under such statute shall be 
valid and lawful, it is hereby declared that the intent and mean­
ing in any such statute of the words "legal voters" are persons 
entitled to vote, and who do vote, at the time and in the manner 
prescribed in and by such statute upon the question or proposi­
tion submitted; and that for the purpose of ascertaining what is a 
majority of the legal voters of any district defined in such 
statute, upon the proposition therein directed to be submitted, 
the persons who do not vote at such election shall not be esti­
mated, counted or considered for the purpose of ascertaining· 
what is a majority of the legal voters in such district, with 
respect to the proposition submitted; such votes shall be esti­
mated and canvassed, and the . result thereof determined by 
the several boards of election and boards of canvassers, in the 
same manner as the results of other elections are estimated, 
canvassed and determined. 

265. The board of registry and election in each election dis­
trict, the board of county canvassers in each county and the 
board of State canvassers shall, respectively, possess full pmyer 
and authority to maintain regularity and order, and to enforce 
obedience to their lavvful commands during their sessions re­
spectively; and if any person shall refuse to obey the lawful 
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command of any such board, or by disorderly conduct in their 
hearing or presence shall interrupt or disturb their proceedings, 
they may, by an order in writing signed by the chairman and 
attested by the clerk of such board, commit the person so offend­
ing to the common jail of the county in which they shall have 
met for a period not exceeding three clays. ancl such order shall 
be executed by any sheriff or constable to whom the same shall 
be delivered; or if a sheriff or constable shall not be present, or 
shall refuse to act, by any other person who shall be deputed 
by such board in writing, and the keeper of such jail shall re­
ceive the person so committed and safely keep him for such time 
as shall be mentioned in the commitment. 

266. No person shall make, lay or deposit any bet, wager or 
stake, to be decided by the result of any election, by the election 
or defeat of one or more persons at any election, or by any 
contingency connected with or growing out of any election; 
and all contracts for or on account of any money, property or 
thing in action so bet, wagered or staked shall be void: ancl any 
person who shall pay, deliver or deposit any money, property 
or thing in action upon the event of any bet, wager or stake 
prohibited by this section may sue for and recover the same 
of the winner or winners, or person or persons to \Yhom the 
same, or any part thereof. shall have been paicl or deliHred, 
or with whom the ·same, or any part thereof. shall ha,·e been 
deposited, whether he or they shall have been a stakeholder or 

_stakeholders, or other person or persons, whether or not the same 
. shall have been paid over by such stakeholder, or \\·hetlwr or 

not such bet, wages or stake shall have been lost. 

CRIMES AND PE~ AL'I'IES. 

267. If any person shall be guilty of willful and corrupt false 
swearing or affirming, or by any means shall \Yillfully and c\lr­
ruptly suborn or procure any person to swear or affirm falsely, 
in taking any oath, affirmation or deposition prescribed or author­
ized by this act, he shall be deemed and taken to be guilty of 
a high misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall be pun­
ished by a fine not exceeding eight hundred dollars, or imprison-
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ment at hard labor not exceeding seven years, or both, at the 
discretion of the court, and be deemed and taken to be an in­
competent witness thereafter for any purpose within this State 
until such time as he shall have been pardoned. 

268. If the clerk of any county shall willfully and corruptly 
suppress, destroy, mutilate, change or alter any statement or 
certificate of the result of any election, or any copy thereof, made 
in pursuance of this act, which shall have been deliYered to or 
received by him, or omit or refuse to produce and lay the same 
before the board of county canvassers, or if the chairman or 
clerk of any such board shall willfully and knowingly certify, 
sign or attest any false or untrue statement of the result of any 
election, or any false or untrue statement of the determination 
of any such board, or of the certificate thereto, or shall will­
fully and corruptly refuse or omit to certify, sign or attest any 
such certificate which he is by this act required to certify, sign 
or attest, or if any Secretary of State or clerk of the board of 
State canvassers shall willfully and knowingly certify, sign or 
attest any false or untrue statement of the result of any election, 
or any false or untrue statement of the determination of any 
such board, or of the certificate thereto, or shall willfully and 
corruptly suppress, destroy, mutilate, change or alter any state­
ment or certificate of the result of any election, or any copy 
thereof, made in pursuance of this act, which shall have been 
delivered to or received by him, or omit or refuse to produce 
and lay the same before the board of State canvassers, every 
such person so offending, his aiders, procurers or abettors, 
shall be deemed and taken to be guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
on conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine not exceeding 
one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment at hard labor for any 
term not exceeding seven years, or both. 

269. If any person shall rob or plunder any ballot-box, or 
unlawfully and by stealth or violence take the same or remove 
therefrom any ballot, or other paper, or exchange, alter or de­
stroy any ballot or other paper contained therein, or if any per­
son other than the clek of any county or the Secretary of State, 
shall willfully and corruptly suppress, withhold, mutilate, de­
stroy, alter or change any return, statement or certificate, or any 
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copy thereof, which shall have been made in pursuance of this 
act, and delivered to him to be filled, or which shall have been 
entrusted or delivered to him to be delivered or transmitted to 
any other person or persons in pursuance of this act, every such 
person, his aiders, procurers and abettors, shall be deemed and 
taken to be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof 
shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, 
or by imprisonment at hard labor for any term not exceeding 
two years, or both. 

270. If any member of any district board of registry and 
election shall at any election knowingly and willfully receive, or 
assent to receive, the vote of any person who is not by law en­
titled and qualified to vote at such election, or shall willfully and 
designedly make or sign any false or untrue statement or certifi­
cate of the result of any such election, or suppress, destroy, with­
hold, mutilate, change or alter any such statement or certificate, 
or any copy thereof made in pursuance of this act, or shall know­
ingly and willfully make any false or untrue entry in any poll­
book, or in any primary book, or shall in canvassing and esti­
mating the votes received at any such election, willfully. and cor­
ruptly write any figure or mark opposite the name of any per­
son voted for at such election, or refuse or omit to write any such 
figure or mark when he is by this act required so to do, or shall 
corruptly and without sufficient excuse omit or refuse to deliver 
or transmit to the clerk of such county, within the time by this 
act prescribed, the statement of the result of any such election, 
which shall have been delivered to him to be delivered or trans­
mitted to such clerk, every person so offending, his aiders, pro­
curers and abettors, shall be deemed and taken to be guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be punished by 
a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, or imprisonment at 
hard labor for any term not exceeding two years, or both. 

27r. In addition to the penalties provided by law for the un­
lawful sale or offer to sell or exposure for sale of any spirituous, 
vinous, malt or intoxicating liquors on any election day, every 
person so offending, for every offense, shall forfeit and pay the 
sum of one hundred dollars, to be sued for and recovered in an 
action of debt in any court having jurisdiction, of that amount, 
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by any citizen of this State, resident in the county where such 
offense shall be committed, one-half of which penalty shall, when 
collected, be paid to the county collector of said county where 
said offense is committed, for the benefit of said county, and the 
other half to the person who shall prosecute for the same. 
. 272. Spirituous, vinous, malt or intoxicating liquors shall not 

be brought by any person into the polling place on the day of elec­
tion, or on any day of registry during the hours that the election 
or registration is in progress, nor during the counting pr can­
vassing of the votes ; any violation of the provisions of this sec­
tion shall be a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine not exceeding 
one hundred dollars, or imprisonment not exceeding t\vo months, 
or both. 

273. It shall be the duty of all sheriffs, under sheriffs, police 
officers and constables, on any election clay, during the hours of 
election, to arrest without warrant all persons who shall be 
found by them in the actual violation of any law prohibiting the 
sale, or offer to sell or exposure for sale, of any spirituous, 
vinous, malt or intoxicating liquors on any election clay, and take 
such person, when arrested, before some recorder, police justice 
or justice of the peace of the county in which such arrest shall 
be made, to be dealt with by him according to law; and it shall 
be the further duty of such sheriffs, under sheriffs, police officers 
and constables to effectually close up all places where they shall 
have good reason to believe any spirituous, vinous or malt liquors, 
ale, beer or cider are being sold or offered or exposed for sale 
or given away, and keep the same effectually closed up till after 
such election. 

274. No person shall falsely make, or make oath to, or fraud­
ulently deface or fraudulently destroy any certificate of nomina­
tion or petition, or any part thereof, or file, or receive for filing, 
any certificate of nomination or petition, knowing the same or 
any part thereof to be falsely made, or suppress any certificate 
of nomination or petition which has been duly filed, or any part 
thereof, or forge or falsely make the official indorsement of any 
ballot; every person violating any of the provisions of this sec­
tion shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon convic-
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tion thereof shall be punished by imprisonment for not more 
than five years. 

275. No person shall, during the election, with intent to hinder 
or delay said election, or to hinder or delay any voter in the 
preparation of his ballot, remove or destroy any of the pencils 
placed in the booths or compartments for the purpose of enabling 
the voter to prepare his ballot, nor on .any pretext carry any 
official ballot from the polling-room during the election; any 
person willfully violating any of the provisions of this section 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction there­
of shall be punished by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars 
and imprisonment until such fine and the costs of the conviction 
are paid. 

276. Any public officer or election officer whatsoever of this 
State, or of a city, borough, town. township, municipality or 
election district or precinct, upon whom a duty is imposed by the 
provisions of this act, who refuses, or willfully neglects, or \Yill­
fully fails to perform such duty, or who willfully performs it 
contrary to the law, or in such way as to hinder the objects of 
this act, shall or each offense, if no other penalty is herein 
specifically imposed for such offense, be punished by fine not 
exceeding five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the State 
prison for a term of not more than three years, or both such fine 
and imprisonment; any person charged with the care of official 
ballots under this act, who shall vvillfully destroy them, or either 
of them, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, .and upon conviction 
thereof shall be punished by imprisonment in State prison for 
not more than five years; any person \Yho bas undertaken to 
cieliver official ballots to the clerk of any city, township or 
municipality, and willfully or negligently fails or refuses so to 
clo, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof 
shall be punished by imprisonment in the county jail for not 
more tha11 one year. 

277. Whoever shall solicit the registering of his name on the 
registry list of any election district or precinct in this State, or 
shall solicit the enrolling of his name on any enrollment list foi 
such district, knowing· that he is not a legal voter in such district 
or precinct; whoever shall willfully counsel, procure, aid, aclvise, 
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assist or abet in the registering of the name of any other person 
on the registry list of any election district or precinct or the 
enrolling of such name on any enrollment list therein, knowing 
such other person is not entitled to vote therein; whoever shall 
unlawfully enroll his or any other person's name on any enroll­
ment list for any primary election; whoever at any election, know­
ing that he is not a qualified voter, votes thereat; whoever at any 
election votes or attempts to vote more than once on his own 
name; whoever at any election votes or attempts to vote in more 
than one election district or precinct; whoever at any election 
votes or attempts to vote upon any other name than his own ; 
whoever knowingly casts or attempts to cast more than one set 
or series of ballots at one time of balloting; \Yhoever at any 
election counsels, procures, aids, advises, assists or abets any 
person, knowing that he is not a qualified voter, to vote thereat; 
whoever at any election counsels, procures, aids, advises, assists 
or abets any person in voting in more than one election district 
or precinct whoever at any election counsels, procures, aids, ad­
vises, assists or abets any person to vote or attempt to vote upon 
any name other than his own, or knowingly casts or attempts to 
cast more than one set or series of ballots at one time of voting; 
whoever at any election in this State shall in any way willfully 
mark or deface his ballot, or shall willfully counsel, procure, aid, 
advise, assist or abet any person in the marking or defacing of 
a ballot; whoever at any election in this State shall in any way 
counsel, procure, aid, advise, assist or abet any official or person 
in any act which is contrary to the provisions of this act; who­
ever at any election in this State shall in any way willfully hinder 
or prevent a voter from casting his legal v~te, knowing such 
person to have a right to vote; whoever shall willfully tamper 
with, injure, mutilate, destroy or render unfit for use, any ballot­
box or voting machine, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and 
pusishable by a fine of five hundred dollars or imprisonment in 
State prison for the term of three years, or both. 

278. No person shall, within the polling-room, show his ballot 
after it is prepared for voting to any person in such a way as to 
reveal the contents, nor shall any person solicit the votor to show 
the same; no voter, at any election where official ballots are use·d, 
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shall knowingly vote or offer to vote any ballot except an official 
ballot as by this act required; any person violating any of the 
foregoing provisions of this section shall incur a penalty of 
twenty-five dollars for each offense, to be recovered by action of 
tort, before any court of competent jurisdiction, by any person 
who bona fide shall first bring suit therefor; no voter shall place 
or permit to be placed any mark upon the face or back of his 
ballot by which the ballot may afterwards be identified by any 
other person as the one voted by him; whoever shall violate this 
last-mentioned provision of this section shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and on conviction shall be punished by a fine 
not exceeding five hundred dollars, or imprisonment not exceed­
ing one year, or both, at the discretion of the court. 

279. If any printer employed by any county or municipal clerk 
to print the official ballots, or any of them, for such clerk, or any 
person engaged in printing the same, shall appropriate to himself 
or give or deliver or knowingly permit to be taken any of said 
ballots by any other person than such county or municipal clerk 
or his duly authorized agent, or shall print or cause to be printed 
any official ballot in any other form than that prescribed by such 
county or municipal clerk, or with any other names thereon, or 
with the names spelled or the names or printing thereon arranged 
i11 any other way than that authorized and directed by this act, 
such person so offending shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
on ccnviction thereof shall be punished by a fine not exceeding 
one thousand dollars or imprisonment not exceeding five years, 
at the discretion of the court. 

280. If any person shall write, paste or otherwise place upon 
any official ballot any mark, sign or device of any kind as a dis­
tinguishing mark whereby to indicate to any member of any 
election board or other person how any voter has voted at any 
election, or if any person shall induce or attempt to induce any 
Yoter to write, paste or otherwise place on his ballot any mark, 
sign or device of any kind, as a distinguishing mark by which to 
indicate to any member of any election board or other person how 
such voter has voted, or shall enter into or attempt to form any 
agreement or conspiracy with any other person to induce or 
attempt to induce voters or any voter to so place any distinguish-
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ing mark, sign or device on his ballot, whether or not said act be 
committed or attempted to be committed, such person or per­
sons so offending shall be guiity of a misdemeanor, ancl, being 
thereof convicted, shall be punished by fine not exceeding five 
hundred dollars or imprisonment not exceeding one year, or both, 
at the discretion of the court. 

281. If any member of any board of election have knowledge 
how any person has voted and shall reveal such knowledge to 
any other person, or shall fraudulently or corruptly disclose \Yhat 
Qther candidates were voted for on any ballot bearing a name not 
printed thereon, or fraudulently or corruptly give any informa­
tion concerning the appearance of any ballot voted, such person 
so offending shall be gtlilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction 
thereof, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding two thousand 
dollars or imprisonment not exceeding five years. 

282. Any person who shall, directly or indirectly, by himself 
or by any other person in his behalf, give, lend, or agree to give 
or lend, or procure, or agree to procure or offer or promise to 
procure, or endeavor to procure, any money or other valuable 
consideration or thing, or any office, place or employment to or 
for any voter, or to or for any person, in order to induce such 
voter to vote or refrain from registering or voting at any elec­
tion, or shall corruptly do or commit any of the acts in this sec­
tion mentioned, on account of any voter having voted or re­
frained from voting, or having registered or refrained from reg­
istering for any election, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
upon conviction thereof shall be sentenced to disfranchisement 
for a period of five years from the date of conviction. 

283. Any person who shall give, advance or pay, or cause to 
be given, advanced or paid, any money or other valuable thing 
to any person, or to the use of any other person, with the intent 
that such money or other valuable thing, or any part thereof, 
shall be expended, or used for bribery of voters, or for any other 
unlawful purpose at any election, or who shall knowingly pay, or 
cause to be paid, any money to any person wholly or in part ex­
pended in bribery of a voter or voters at any election, shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall be 
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sentenced to disfranchisement for five years from the elate of con­

viction. 
284. ~\ny person \Yho shall, directly or indirectly, by himself, 

or by any other person on his behalf, receive, agree or contract 
for any money, gift, loan or valuable consideration, office, place 
or employment for himself or for any other person for voting 
or agreeing to vote, or for refraining or agreeing to refrain from 
voting at any election, or for registering or agreeing to register, 
or for refraining or for agreeing to refrain from registering for 
any election, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction 
thereof, shall be sentenced to disfranchisement for a period of 
five years from the date of conviction. 

285. Any employer of any \Yorkmen, or any agent, superin­
tendent or overseer of any company or corporation employing 
workmen, or any person whosoever, who shall, directly or in­
directly, by himself or by any other person in his behalf or by his 
direction, make use of or threaten to make use of any force, 
violence or restraint, or inflict or threaten to inflict by himself or 
by any other person any injury, damage, harm or loss against 
any person or persons in his employ, in order to induce or compel 
such employe or employes to vote or refrain from voting for any 
particular candidate or candidates at any election, or on account 
of such employe or employes having voted or refrained from 
voting for any particular candidate or candidates at any election, 
or who shall, by any sort of duress, constraint or improper in­
fluence or by any fraudulent or improper device. contrivance or 
scheme, impede, hinder or prevent the free exercise of the fran­
chise of any voter at any election, or shall thereby compel, induce 
or prevail upon any voter to vote for or against any particular 
candidate or candidates at any election, shall be guilty or a mis­
demeanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to dis­
franchisement for a period of five years from the date of con­
viction. 

286. If any person shall on election day obstruct the entrance 
to any polling place, or shall obstruct or interfere with any 
voter, or do any electioneering within any polling place, or pub­
licly within one hundred feet of any polling place. he shall be 
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deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, 
shall be punished by a fine not exceeding fifty dollars. 

287. Any person not authorized by the proper officers vvho 
shall print or make any ballot of a like character and with the 
names and words contained on the official ballot provided for 
in this act, or any person who shall on or prior to election clay 
have in his possession an official ballot, or a ballot made in im­
itation thereof, without being such person as is authorized by 
this act to have charge or possession thereof, shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be 
punished by imprisonment not exceeding one year. 

288. Any person who shall remove, destroy or mutilate any 
registry list, or copy thereof, or who shall, before such elec­
tion closes, remove, destroy or mutilate any list of voters posted 
in accordance with this act, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and shall be punished, on conviction thereof, by a fine of not 
more than one thousand dollars or imprisonment for not more 
than two years. 

289. Any person who solicits from a candidate for any elec­
tive office any money or other property, or who seeks to induce 
such candidate to purchase any ticket, card or other evidence 
of admission to any ball, picnic, fair or entertainment of any 
kind, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction 
thereof, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one hundred 
dollars, or by imprisonment for a period not exceeding six 
months, or both; provided, however, this act shall not apply to 
a request for a contribution by an authorized representative of 
the political party, organization or association of which sucl1 
candidate is a member or by which he is nominated. 

290. If proof be made before any justice of the peace, recorder 
or police justice of facts constituting probable cause for believing 
that this act has been violated, and that any person or persons 
have knowledge of the circumstances connected therewith, it 
shall be the duty of said justice or recorder to issue process 
of subpcena for the appearance of such person or persons other 
than the accused before him, to be examined touching the same; 
provided, that the lawful expenses of such subpcena and exam­
ination shall be paid by the applicant therefor, and such evidence 
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shall be filed with the clerk of the county, to be used before 
the grand jury; and provided further, that no such process of 
subpcena shall be issued or served, nor any such examinaticn 
held on the day of election. 

29I. In addition to the penalties provided for violations of 
any of the provisions of this act, the court imposing such pen­
alties may add thereto that such offender be thenceforth dis­
franchised as a voter and disqualified to hold any office of trust 
or profit within this State for such length of time as such court 
may deem proper; prov,ided, nevertheless, that nothing in this 
act contained shall be held or construed to in anywise absolve 
or relieve any person or persons from any liability, penalty, 
prosecution, indictment or punishment for or on account of any 
violation of any law in force at the time of the passage of this 
act. 

292. On the trial of any indictment against any person or 
persons for violation of any of the provisions of this act, all 
witnesses sworn on any such trial shall truly answer all qncs­
tions put to them which the court shall decide to be proper and 
pertinent to the issue involved; and no witness shall be excused 
from answering any such question on the ground that to answer 
the same might or would incriminate him, or might or would 
tend to incriminate him; but no answer or ans\Yers made by 
any witness to any such question shall be used or admitted in 
evidence in any proceeding against said witness, exc.ept in case 
of a criminal proceeding for perjury in respect to his ans,yers 
to such questions. 

293. Nothing in this act contained shall be construed to alter, 
modify, amend or repeal any statute of this State, imposing 
any penalty or punishment for any offense relating to any 
election. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO PRIMARY ELECTIONS AND TO 

PARTY PRIMARY MEE'I'INGS AND CAUCUSES. 

294. No person not at the time entitled to vote, by the laws 
of this State, at the special, general and local elections held in 
this State shall vote at any primary election or at any party 
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primary meeting- or caucus called or held by any political party 
or political org-anization of this State for the nomination or 
selection of persons to be voted for at any such election, or for 
the selection of deleg-ates to conventions to make such nomina­
tions, or both, nor shall such person vote unless he is a leg-al 
resident of the political division in and for which such primary 
election or party primary meeting- or caucus is held. 

295. If any person not entitled to vote as aforesaid shall vote 
or offer to vote at any such primary election or party primary 
meeting- or party caucus, knowing- or having- reason to believe 
himself not entitled to vote as aforesaid, or if any person or 
persons shall counsel or procure anyone to vote as aforesaid. 
knowing- or having- reason to believe such voter not entitled so 
to vote, or if any person having- voted at any primary election 
or at any party primary meeting- or party caucus held by any 
political party or org-anization to nominate candidates to be 
voted for at any election, or to elect deleg-ates to nominate such 
candidates, or both, shall vote or offer to vote at the primary 
election or party primary meeting- or party caucus held by any 
other political party or org-anization held to nominate candi­
dates to be voted for at the same election, or to elect deleg-ates 
to nominate such candidates, or both, such person or persons 
shall be deemed to be g-uilty of a misdemeanor, and on con­
viction thereof shall, for each offense, be punished by imprison­
ment at hard labor for a term of not more than three months, 
or by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars, or both, at 
the option of the court. 

296. It is hereby made the duty of the judg-es, inspectors and 
clerks or other officers of the party primary meeting-s or caucuses, 
held for the purpose of nominating- candidates, or electing- dele­
gates to nominate candidates, to be voted for at any election, 
before entering- upon the discharg-e of their duties, severally 
to take and subscribe to an oath or affirmation, in the presence 
of each other, substantially in the following- form: 

"I, .............. do ............ that I will, as judg-e (or 
as inspector or clerk, as the case may be) at the ensuing- primary 
meeting- (or caucus), impartially, honestly and faithfully per­
form my duties in accordance with the laws of the State of 
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New Jersey, and in accordance with the rules and regulations 
adopted by the ............... party, of the county of ......... . 
(as the case may be), for the g-overnment of primary meeting-s 
(or caucuses), to the best of my understanding and ability." 

297. If any judg-e, inspector, clerk or other officer of a pri­
mary election, or of a party primary meeting- or caucus, as afore­
said, shall presume to act in such a capacity before taking- and 
subscribing to an oath or affirmation as required by this act, or, 
in the case of any party primary meeting- or caucus not held at 
public expense, shall willfully disregard or violate the provisions 
of any rule duly made by the party of which he is a member, 
and for whom he is acting-, for the government of the primary 
meeting-s or caucuses of the party, or if any judge or inspector of 
any primary election, or of any party primary meeting or caucus, 
as aforesaid, shall knowing-ly reject the vote of any person enti­
tled to vote thereat by law, or shall knowing-ly receive the vote 
of any person or persons not qualified to vote thereat by law, 
or if any judg-e, inspector, clerk or any other officer of a primary 
election, or of any party primary meeting- or caucus, as afore­
said, shall be guilty of any willful fraud in the discharg-e of 
his duties, by destroying or defacing ballots, adding ballots to 
the poll, by false counting-, by making false returns, or by any 
act or thing- whatsoever, the person or persons so offending­
shall be deemed g-uilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, 
shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, 
or by imprisonment not exceeding- one year, or both, at the dis­
cretion of the court. 

298. If any person shall, directly or indirectly, give, offer or 
promise to g-ive any sum or sums of money or any valuable thing­
in action, victuals, drink or preferment or other considerations, 
by way of fee,.reward, g-ift or gratuity, or other valuable present 
or reward, to obtain, procure or influence the opinion, behavior, 
vote or abstaining- from voting for the election of any deleg-ate 
to any convention of any political party of this State, to nominate 
any candidate or candidates for member of the Leg-islature of 
this State, for any member of Cong-ress of the United States, 
for electors for President and Vice-President of the United 

II MES 

1 



162 

States, for Governor of this State, or for any candidate for any 
office in any county, city, town, township or borough in this 
State; or if any person being a delegate to any political con­
vention to nominate candidates for any of the offices above 
mentioned, shall, directly or indirectly, ask for, accept, receive 
or take any sum or sums of money, or other valuable considera­
tion by way of fee, reward, gift or gratuity, or other valuable 
consideration, for the giving or refusing to give his vote at any 
such convention, all and every of such persons so offering, ask­
ing or receiving the same, in either case aforesaid, shall be 
deemed and taken to be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on con-dc­
tion thereof shall be punished by a fine or imprisonment, or 
both, at the discretion of the court; said fine not to exceed five 
hundred dollars, nor such imprisonment six months. 

299. VVhoever shall, directly or indirectly, gin, furnish, sup­
ply, offer or promise, or procure to be given, furnished, supplied, 
offered or promised, to any person or persons, any money, setT­
ice, preferment or valuable thing, \Yith the intent that such 
moey or valuable thing, or any other money, service, preferment 
or valuable thing, shall be given, offered, promised or used, by 
any person or persons, by way of fee, reward, gift or gratuity. 
for giving or refusing to give any vote or votes of any citizen of 
this State, at any election of any public officer, State, county 
or municipal, to be held therein, or of any member of Congress 
of the United States, of electors for President and Vice-President 
of the United States, or at any election of any delegate or dele­
gates to any political convention to be held for the nomination 
of any of the officers aforesaid, or by way of gift, gratuity or 
reward, for giving or withholding the vote or votes of any dele­
gate or delegates at any such convention, shall be guilty of a mis­
demeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a 
fine or imprisonment, or both ; such fine not to exceed the sum 
of ten thousand dollars, and such imprisonment not to exceed 
the term of one year. 
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OF ELECTIONS BY SOLDIERS AND SAILORS ABSENT FROM THE STATE 

IN TIME OF WAR. 

300. ·whenever in time of war any of the qualified electors of 
this State shall be in the actual military service of this State, or 
of the United States, in the army or navy thereof, by the author­
ity of this State, or under a requisition from the President of 
the Cnitecl States, and as such shall be absent from the election 
districts in which they reside, on the clays appointed by law for 
holding any general, special or local election within this State, 
or within any congressional district, county, city, borough, town, 
township or municipality therein, such electors shall be entitled, 
at such times, to exercise the right of suffrage in their several 
districts in the manner and form hereinafter prescribed. 

301. Such absen~ elector shall by an instrument in writing, 
executed by him not more than sixty days previous to any gen­
eral or special election to be held in this State, authorize and 
empower any elector of the election district in which the said ab­
sent elector shall reside, on the clay of ·said election, to cast for 
him his vote or ballot, in the· manner prescribed in this act, for 
all officers for whom he would have a right to vote if he were 
present at such election; said instrument shall be signed by such 
absent elector, attested by two subscribing witnesses, and sworn 
(or affirmed) to before any field officer, captain, adjutant or 
commander of any regiment, company, battalion or detachment, 
or of any vessel or naval station to which the said absent elector 
may belong or be attached, and·· such officers are hereby duly 
authorized to administer oaths and affirmations for the purposes 
specified in this act, and they shall attach to their signatures their 
official designations. 

302. The said absent elector shall make and subscribe an affi­
davit in the form or of the effect following: 

"I, A. B., "do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am a citizen 
of the United States; that I am now of the age of twenty-one 

years; that I have been (or will have been) a resident of the 
State of New Jersey for one year, and of the·county of ........ . 
for five months next preceding the election to be held on the 
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........ day of .......... nineteen hundred and .... , and that 
I am now a resident of the ........ ward of the city (or town) 
of ............ and that I am (or will be) in all respects quali-
fied to vote in said city (or town) at said election, and until said 
election intend to be a resident thereof; and I do further swear 
that I am in the actual military service of the State of New J er­
sey (or of the United States), in the army (or navy) thereof, 
and that I am a member of company ........ of the ......... . 
regiment (describing the organization or vessel to which he be-
longs), now at or near ............ , in the State (or territory 
o~· country) of. . . . . . . . . . . . . Svvorn to and subscribed before 
me this ...... clay of ........... , anno domini nineteen hun-
dred and ............ " 

303. The said absent elector in the service as aforesaid shall 
prepare and fold the ballot he designs to cast at such election, and 
inclose the same, together with the instrument hereinbefore de­
scribed, in an envelope, duly sealed, having on the outside there­
of, either written or printed, the affidavit prescribed in the last 
preceding secton of this. act, sworn to and subscribed as therein 
required; the said envelope, prepared as aforesaid, shall be 
enclosed by him in another envelope, marked "soldier's. (or 
sailor's) vote," sealed and directed to the elector empmvered by 
the aforesaid instrument to cast the ballot of said absent elector. 
and the said absent elector may then transmit the same to the 
person to whom it is directed by mail or otherwise. 

304. The aforesaid instrument shall be in the \vords or of the 
effect following, namely : • 

"I, A. B., a resident and elector of the ............. ward 
of the city (or township), or, as the case may be, of ........... , 
in the county of .... ·I· •••••••• , in the State of New Jersey, but 
absent from my election district in the military seryice of the 
State of New Jersey (or of the United States), and now at 
....... 1 ..... , in the S:tate of ··1··\·········· in company 
........ , .... ,, of the ............ regiment of ............ , 
under the command of ... ., .. 1 •••• , •• , do hereby authorize, em-
power and direct C. D., of the election district abO\·e mentioned, 
to cast for me the ballot herewith inclosed at the election to 
be held in said election district on the .... ·I· •••••••• clay of 
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.. , ... ·' ...... , anno domini nineteen hundred 
in the manner provided by the laws of the State of X~\~-. j ~r~~;._·.: 

305. The elector to whom such letter shall be directed n;aY 
open the outer ennlope thereof, but he shall not open the inne.r 
envelope; on the clay of such election, and between the open­
ing and the closing of the polls thereof he shall delinr such 
inner envelope to the board of election of the proper electio:t 
district, and at the polls thereof, and if the person whose namr" 
shall be signed to the affidavit on the outside of said em·elope shall 
be determined by the said board of election to be a duly qnalifi.ecl 
voter in such election district, said envelope shall be by said 
board publicly opened, and the vote or ballot therein contained 
shall be duly deposited in the ballot-box prepared to recein 
the ballots of voters, and the name of such absent el.ector shall 
be entered upon the poll-list, together with the name of the per­
son delivering the ballot at the polls; no envelope containing a 
soldier's or sailor's ballot shall be opened by the board of election 
unless the name of the person signing the affidavit on the out­
side of said envelope shall be found upon the registry list of 
the district \vhere such person claims to reside, or unless an 
affidavit be made and subscribed by .a voter of the district to 
the effect that he knows that said person \vhose v-ote is so offered 
is a resident of said district; the ballots contained in any such 
envelope which shall have been opened or unsealed before the 
same shall have been cleliv-erd to the board of election shall no': 
be deposited in the ballot-box, but shall be rejected. 

306. The affidavits and instruments hereinbefore described 
and all envelopes marked "soldier's or sailor's" .,-otes not opened 
at such elections shall be kept and filed by the clerk of the 
election in the same manner and place as poll-lists of such elec­
tions are required by law to be filed and kept. 

307. Any person who shall be entitled to recein any letter 
or envelope marked as herein provided, before he shall take 
away the same, shall sign and deliver to the postmaster, or his 
deputy, or clerk, a receipt therefor, which receipt shall specify 
how many such letters or envelopes he has received, and other­
wise, as far as may be, specify the particulars of the description 
thereof; and any willful omission to comply Yvith the provisions 

1 
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of this section shalf be adjudged a misdemeanor, and any per­
son convicted thereof shall be punished accordingly. 

308. The person to whom any soldier's or sailor's ballot shall 
be sent as herein prm·ided, shall, at the time of delivering the 
same to the board of elections to be deposited in the ballot-box, 
also present his oath or affirmation, in writing, setting forth that 
the ballot or ballots therewith presented have been received by 
him to deliver to said board of election, and that he has not 

· in any manner changed, altered or opened the said ballot or 
ballots, or the inner envelopes thereof, and that he believes the 
same have not been changed, altered or opened by any other 
person. 

309. Any member of any board of election and any elector 
to whom said ballot shall be sent. who shall willfully neglect 
or refuse to perform any of the duties required of him as afore­
said, or who shall in any manner willfully violate or abuse any 
trust or duty hereby imposed, shall be deemed guilty of a mis­
demeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by 
a fine of not more than one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment 
in the county jail for a period not exceeding six months, or 
both. 

3IO. Every person who shall deliver or present to the board 
of election under this act, any false, forged, altered or changed 
ballot, envelope or instrument of any such enlisted elector, pro­
vided for by this act, knowing the same to be so eltered, forged 
or changed, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on 
conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one 
thousand dollars, or by imprisonment at hard labor for any 
period not exceeding two years, or both. 

3 I I. Any officer of this State, or of the United States, or any 
other person who shall, directly or indirectly, control. or attempt 
to control, any such enlisted elector as aforesaid in the exercise 
of any of his rights under this act, by menace, bribery, fear of 
punishment, hope of reward, or any other corrupt or arbitrary 
measure or resort whatever, or to annoy, injure or otherwise 
punish any such absent elector for the manner in which he may 
have exercised any such right, shall be deemed guilty of an 
offense against the government and dignity of this State, which 
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shall be punished as a misdemeanor, and for which he may be 
indicted and tried at any future time when he may be found 
within the limits of this State, and upon conviction he shall be 
punished by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, or by 
imprisonment at hard labor not exceeding two years, or both. 

3I2. The Secretary of State is hereby authorized and re­
quired to prepare and have printed, at the cost of this State, 
the necessary blank forms and envelopes required to carry out 
the provisions of this act relative to the voting of enlisted elect­
ors; and shall cause the affidavits required by this act to be 
printed in blank upon the proper envelopes to contain the in­
strument required by this act; and shall, at least one month 
previous to any general, special or local election, cause such 
blank forms and envelopes, and copies of those sections of this 
act relating thereto, to be forwarded to the several regiments 
from this State, in the service of this State or of the United 
States, in the field, and to the several hospitals, posts and naval 
stations, in sufficient quantity to furnish one copy of each blank 
form, envelope, and of the sections of this act required to be 
printed as aforesaid, to each person in actual military service 
of this State or of the United States, in the army or navy thereof, 
from this State and absent therefrom; provided, however, that 
such absent electors shall have the right to vote as hereinabove 
provided without being required to use an official ballot or en­

velope. 
3 I 3· In case for any reason any section or any provision or 

proviso of this act shall be questioned in any court, and shall be 
held to be unconstitutional or invalid, the same shall not be held 
to affect any other section, provision or proviso of this act. 

314· The act entitled "An act to regulate elections" (Revision 
of I898), approved April fourth, one thousand eight hundred 
and ninety-eight, and all acts amendatory thereof and supple­
mental thereto, and all acts and parts of acts, general and special, 
inconsistent with this act, are hereby repealed, but this repealer 
shall not revive any act heretofore repealed, and this act shall 
take effect immediately; provided, that the members of any 
county board of elections and members of any district board of 
registry and election, in office, shall continue in office until the 

1 
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time or times herein provided for the commencement of the 
term of office of their successors. 

MASSACHUSETTS BALLOT. 

Provision for Massachusetts form of ballot to be used in place 
of sections 91, 92 and 93· 

91. The ballots shall be arranged as nearly as possible as fol­
lows : To the name of each candidate for a State or county 
office shall be added the name of the municipality in which the 
candidate resides. To the name of each candidate for a munic­
ipal office shall be added the name of the street on which he 
resides, with the street number, if any. To the name of every 
candidate, whether for a State, county or municipal office, shall 
be added the name of the political party of which he is a candi­
date, if any, as the same shall appear in the petition or certificate 
of nomination, or as his party shall be shown by his nomination 
at the primary election. If a candidate shall receive the nomina­
tion of more than one party for the same office, he may, by 
writing delivered at least ten days before the election to the 
officer required by law to prepare the official ballot, direct in 
what order the several nominations shall be added to his name 
upon such official ballot; and said directions shall be followed by 
the said officer. If said candidate shall neglect to make such 
direction in writing, then said officer shall add said party names 
to the name of said candidate in such order as said officer shall 
determine. The names of candidates for every public office, 
except the names of candidates for presidential electors, shall be 
arranged under the designation of the office in alphabetical order 
according to the surnames; blank spaces shall be left at the end 
of the list for candidates for each different office, equal to the 
number to be elected thereto, in which the voter may insert the 
name of any person not printed on the ballot for whom he 
desires to vote for such office. \Vhen any question or proposition 
is to be submitted to voters, it shall be printed on the ballot after 
the names of the candidates. Ballots shall be so printed as to 
give to each voter an opportunity to designate by cross in a 
square at the right of the name and designation of each candi-
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date and at the right of each question, his choice of candidates 
and his answer to such question; and upon the ballots may be 
printed such directions as will aid the voter; for example, "vote 
for one," "vote for two," "yes," "no," and the like. 

92. In case no nomination at all shall have been made for an 
office to be filled at an election, it shall be the duty of the county 
or municipal clerk, as the case may be, to place on the official 
ballot a blank space or spaces under the title of the office to be 
filled, equal to the number of persons to be elected thereto. 

93· The names of candidates for presidential electors shall be 
arranged in groups as presented in the seyeral certificates or pe­
titions of nomination or as nominated at the primary election. 
The groups shall be arranged in the alphabetical order of the 
surnames of the candidates for President, and the names of the 
candidates in each group shall be printed upon the ballots in 
two columns of equal \vidth. The surnames of the candidates 
for each political party for the office of President and Vice­
President, with the political designation thereof at the right of 
the surnames, shall be placed in one line above the group of 
candidates for such party of electors. A sufficient square in 
\vhich each voter may designate by a cross his choice for electors, 
shall be left at the right of each political designation; and no 
other space or margin shall be left in any such group of candi­
dates, but blank spaces prm·idecl with voting squares shall be left 
at the end of the list of groups. equal to the number of electors 
to be chosen, so that a voter may "-rite in a name or names in 
the manner provided by this act. 

Provision for Massachusetts form of ballot to be used in place 

of section 122: 
J 22. The poll clerk and the registry clerk shall be conyeniently 

seated at a table located within the railed enclosure near the en­
trance thereto. The judge of elections shall preside at the ballot­
box for general ballots; the inspector at the ballot-box for muni­
cipal ballots; the poll clerk shall have charge of the distribution 
of the general ballots and the registry clerk shall have charge of 
the distribution of the municipa ballots; the name of each voter 
shall, upon his entering the railed enclosure and expressing his 

l 
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desire to vote, be announced, and the registry clerk shall there­
upon ascertain \vhether such name is on the registry list, and if 
such name is so found, it shall be checked on the list to show 
that the person so named has applied to vote. Unless the voter 
shall have been challenged and the board shall have determined 
to reject his vote as provided in this act, the poll-clerk shall then 
enter on the poll-book the name and place of residence of the 
voter as provided in this act, and the voter shall thereupon re­
ceive one general and one municipal ballot, the numbers on the 
stubs thereof to correspond with the number of the voter in the 
poll-book; having obtained said ballots, the voter shall, with 
the same in his possession, without delay and without leaving 
said railed enclosure, retire alone to one of the booths unoccupied 
by any other person, and entering the same, close the door 
thereof, and then and there shall prepare the ballots so as to show 
for \vhich candidates he shall desire to vote and \vhat choice he 
shall desire to make on the questions or propositions which may 
be submitted. The vote for candidates shall be indicated on the 
ballots as follows : the YOter shall make a cross in the square at 
the right of the name of each candidate for whom he intends ot 
vote. If the name of the person for whom he desires to vote 
for any office does not appear in the list of candidates for such 
office, upon the ticket, then the voter may insert the name of 
such person in the space provided therefor and shall indicate his 
vote by making a cross in the square at the right. A voter may 
vote for an entire group of candidates for presidential electors 
by making a cross in the square at the right of the party or 
political designation immediately above the group. If a voter 
does not intend to vote for any one candidate in the group of 
presidential electors, he may strike out the name with a hori­
zontal pencil mark, and the cross shall count as a vote for each 
of the other candidates in such group. If a voter shall desire to 
vote for another person for presidential elector in place of a can­
didate whose name he has erased, he may insert his name in one 
of the blank spaces and make a cross in the square at the right 
thereof. A voter who does not mark for any group of candi­
dates for presidential elector may yote for electors, up to the 
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number to be elected, by inserting names in the blank spaces ancl 
making· a cross in the square at the right of each name so in­
serted. No voter shall indicate on any ballot a vote for more 
persons for a given office than are to be elected in the political 
division for which the incumbents for such office are chosen. 
The yote of the voter on any question or proposition ·which may 
be submitted shall be indicated as follows: If he shall desire to 
Yote in fayor of the question or proposition, he shall make a 
cross in the voting space following the word "yes," and a vote 
so indicated shall be counted as a vote in favor of such question 
or proposition; if he shall desire to vote against the question or 
proposition, he shall make a cross in the voting space following 
the word "no," and a vote so indicated shall be counted as a vote 
against such question or proposition; no voter shall make marks 
in both voting spaces connected with any one question or propo­
sition; if no mark shall be made in either such voting space, no 
vote shall be counted either for or against such question or 
propos1t10n. "\ll crosses and other marks allowed by this act 
shall be made with a pencil with black lead and not otherwise. 

Provision for Massachusetts form of ballot to be used in place 

of section 133: 
I 33· No voting machine shall be approved by the said boarcl 

unless the same be so constructed as to provide facilities for vot­
ing for the candidates of as many different parties or organiza­
tions .and for and against as many different questions or amend­
ments as in the judgment of the commissioners shall be neces­
sary; nor shall any such machine be approved unless the same will 
permit a voter to vote for any person for any office, although 
the name of the person voted for does not appear on the machine 
.as a nomisated candidate for such office; it must enable the voter 
to vote a 'ticket selected in part from the nominees of one party 
and in part from the nominees of any or all other parties, and 
in part from independent nominations, or in part or in whole of 
the names of persons not nominated by any party or upon .any 
independent ticket; such machines must also secure to the voter 
privacy and secrecy in the act of voting; such machine must also 
be so constructed that a voter cannot vote for a candidate or a 
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proposition for whom or on which he is not lawfully entitled to 
vote, also to prevent voting for more than one person for the 
same office, except in cases where the voter is lawfully entitled 
to vote for more than one person for the same office, in which 
event they must enable the voter to vote for as many persons for 
that office as he is by law entitled to vote, and no more; they 
must also prevent his voting more than once for the same person 
for the same office; said machines may be provided with one 
ballot in each column or horizontal rmy containing only the 
words "presidential electors" and the names of the candidates 
for president .and vice-president. preceded by the party name and 
party emblem (if any emblem be used) and a vote for such ballot 
shall operate as and be counted, casvassed and returned as a vote 
for all the candid.ates of such party for presidential electors, and 
such machine must be so constructed that by voting an irregular 
or split ticket, as herein defined, the elector may Yote for any 
person or persons he may choose for the office of presidential 
elector, and must be so constructed that all votes cast for regu­
larly nominated candidates are registered on mechanical counters 
or devices; each machine must be provided with a lock or locks. 
by the use of \vhich any movement of the voting or registerisg 
mechanism is absolutely prohibited, and any machine to be ap­
proved by said board must be of such kind, style or pattern as 
will permit the exercise by each voter of the full right .and privi­
lege of his elective franchise under the constitutios and laws of 
this State; such machines, in order to be approved by said board, 
shall be supplied with a booth, canopy, curtain or other con­
trivance so arranged or .affixed that the use and operation of the 
machine by the voter when voting cannot be seen or observed by 
any other person, unless such person be inside the booth, canopy. 
curtain or other contrivance at the same time; such machine must 
be so constructed as to correctly register or contain every vote of 
every description that may be cast, and of sufficient capacity to 
enable at least six hundred votes to be cast within the time pre­
scribed for holding an election on any general election day. 

Provision for Massachusetts form of ballot to be used in place 
of section 144: 

144. All voting machine ballots shall be printed in blac-k ink, 

173 

of such form and size as will fill the ballot frame of the machines, 
in plain, clear type as large as the place will reasonably permit. 
There shall be two ballots for each machine, a ballot on plain 
\Yhite paper, to be supplied by the county clerk, which shall 
correspond \Yith the ordinary paper official general ballot, and 
upon which shall be printed all names which would appear on 
such official general ballot, if such were provided· for the election 
district in which such machine is to be used, and a ballot on 
paper of a medium shade of reel, to be supplied by the municipal 
clerk, which shall correspond with the ordinary paper official 
municipal ballot, .andt1pon which shall be printed all names which 

· \Yotlld appear on such official municipal ballot, if such were pro~ 
Yided for such election district. 

Provision for Massachusetts fonn of ballot to be used in place 

of section 145 : 
LtS· Nominations shall be arranged on the voting machine 

ballots so that all of the nominations for a single office shall be 
either in one column or in one horizontaalline, as the construction 
of the machine may require, and the names of the candidates of 
the various political parties and groups of petitioners shall be 
placed in such column or horizontal line under or following the 
title of the office, in alphabetical order according to the surname, 
the name of the political party, if any, and the residence of each 
candidate to be added, in like manner as provided in the case of 

ordinary official ballots. 

AN AcT to repeal sundry acts relating to elections, and relating 
to the regulation and conduct of the same, and to the manner 
of voting therein, and to the use of voting machines 

thereat. 
BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the 

State of New Jersey: 
r. The following acts are hereby repealed : 
A. The act entitled "An act to regulate elections" (Revision 

of r898), approved April fourth, eighteen hundred and ninety-

eight. 
B. The following acts supplementary to and amendatory of 

said act entitled "An act to regulate elections" (Revision of 

1898). 

l 
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(a) An amendment, approved February twenty-sewnth, eigh-· 
teen hundred and ninety-nine. 

(b) A supplement, approyedl\Iarch t\Yenty-first, eighteen hun­
dred and ninety-nine. 

(c) An amendment, approved March t\Yenty-third, nineteen 
hundred. 

( cl) A supplement, approncl ::\I arch hnnty-second, nineteen 
hundred and one, being chapter one lnmdrecl ancl sennteen of 
the laws of nineteen hundred and one. 

(e) A supplement, approved March t\yenty-seconcl, nineteen 
hundred and one, being chapter one hundred and fifty-fin of the 
laws of nineteen hundred and one. 

(f) An amendment, approved April second, nineteen hundred 
and two. 

(g) A supplement, approved April first, nineteen hundred and 
two. 

(h) A further amendment, approved April fourteenth, nine­
teen hundred and three, being chapter two hundred and fifty-nine 
of the laws of nineteen hundred and three. 

( i) An amendment, approved April fifteenth, nineteen hun­
dred and three. 

(j) A further supplement, approved April fourteenth, nine­
. teen hundred and three. 

( k) An amendment, approved April fifth, nineteen hundred 
and four. 

(1) An amendment to a supplement, approved April fifth, nine­
teen hundred and four, being chapter two hundred and forty-one 
of the laws of nineteen hundred and four. 

( m) An amendment, approved April fif~h, nineteen hundred 
and four. 

( n) A further supplement, approved January twentieth, nine­
teen hundred and five. 

( o) A further supplement, approved January twenty-fifth, 
nineteen hundred and five. 

(p) A supplement to a further supplement, approved April 
sixth, nineteen hundred and five, being chapter one hundred and 
seventeen of the laws of nineteen hundred and five. 

( q) A supplement, approved April sixth, nineteen hundred and 
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five, being chapter one hundred and eighteen o£ the laws of nine­

teen hundred and five. 
( r) A .supplement, approved April t\Yelfth, nineteen hundred 

and five. 
( s) An amendment, approved June third, nineteen hundred - " and five. 
( t) A further supplement, approved April nineteenth, nineteen 

hundred and six. 
( u) An amendment to a supplement, apprond May sixteenth. 

nineteen hundred and six, being chapter two hundred ancl thirty­
five of the laws of nineteen hundred and six. 

( v) An amendment to a supplement, approved :\lay sixteenth. 
nineteen hundred and six, being chapter two huEclrecl :.tnd thiny­
six of the laws of nineteen hundred and six. 

( w) An amendment to an amendment to a supplement, ap­
proved May sixteenth, nineteen hundred and six, being chapter 
two hundred and thirty-seven of the laws of nineteen hundred 

and six. 
( x) A supplement, approved May twenty-fourth, nineteen 

hundred and six. 
(y) An amendment to a supplement, approved May thirteenth, 

nineteen hundred and seven, being chapter one hundred and sev­
enty-nine of the laws of nineteen hundred and seven. 

( z) A supplement to a supplement, approved October twenty­
eighth, nineteen hundred and seven, being chapter two hundred 
and seventy-eight of the laws of nineteen hundred and seven. 

( a2) A supplement to a supplement, approved October twen­
ty-eighth, nineteen hundred and seven, being chapter two hun­
dred and eighty-one of the laws of nineteen hundred and seven. 

(b2) A supplement, approved March seventeenth, nineteen 

hundred and eight. 
( c2) An amendment to an amendment, approved March thir­

ty-first, nineteen hundred and eight, being chapter forty of the 
laws of nineteen hundred and eight. 

( d2) An amendment to a supplement, approved April eighth, 
nineteen hundred and eight, being chapter one hundred and twen­
ty-one of the laws of nineteen hundred and eight. 

( e2) An amendment, approved April thirteenth, nineteen hun-



176 

dred and eight, being chapter one hundred and eighty-six of the 
laws of nineteen hundred and eight. 

( f2) An amendment, approved April thirteenth, nineteen hun­
dred and eight, being chapter one hundred and ninety-one of the 
lavvs of nineteen hundred and eight. 

(g2) An amendment, approved April thirteenth, nineteen 
hundred and eight, being chapter one hundred and ninety-six of 
the laws of nineteen hundred and eight. 

(h2) A supplement to a supplement to a supplement, approved 
April thirteenth, nineteen hundred and eight, being chapter two 
hundred and eight of the laws of nineteen hundred and eight. 

( i2) An amendment to a supplement to a supplement, ap­
proved April thirteenth, nineteen hundred and eight, being chap­
ter two hundred and nine of the laws of nineteen hundred and 
eight. 

(j2) An amendment to a supplement, approved April six­
teenth, nineteen hundred and eight, being chapter three hundred 
and ten of the laws of nineteen hundred and eight. 

C. An act entitled "A supplement to an act entitled 'An act to 
regulate elections' (Revision of 1896), approved April fourth, 
one thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight," which supplement 
was approved :\hy sixteenth, nineteen hundred and six. 

D. An act entitled "A supplement to an act entitled 'An act 
relative to the time of election and appointment and terms of 
office or officers elected or appointed in towns, townships, bor­
oughs and other municipalities in this State,' approved Febru­
ary Fifteenth, one thousand nine hundred and five," which sup­
plementary act was approved May eleventh, nineteen hundred 
and seven. 

E. An act entitled "An act to authorize the use of voting ma­
chines at elections hereafter to be helcl in this State, or in any 
sub-division thereof, and providing that the votes cast at any 
such elections may be registered and counted, and the result of 
such elections ascertained by such machines," approved April 
ninth, nineteen hundred and two. 

F. A supplement to said act, approved March twenty-sixth, 
nineteen hundred and three. 
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G. _ \ supplement to said act, approved April eighth, nineteen 
hundred and three. 

H. "-\n act entitled "An act authorizing the State Board of 
Voting :\lachine Commissioners to purchase voting machines for 
use at elections to be held in this State, and providing for the lo­
cation. use and care of such machines," being chapter one hun­
dred and seventy-one of the laws of nineteen hundred and three. 

I. An act entitled "An act to provide for the purchase of vot­
ing machines, and to regulate the use of the same at elections.'' 
approncl "-\pril t\venty-eighth, nineteen hun<;lred and fiw. 

J. _-\ supplement to said act. approved /\pril tenth, nineteen 
hundred and eight. 

2. This repealer shall not be construed to 1-evi ,-e any act here-
tofore repealed. ' 

J 2 .'vll~S 


