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BELLEVILLE, April r6th, rSoo. 

SIR, 

IN anfwer to yours of the fourteenth 
itlffant, permit me to give you the following informa
tion and opinions, which is not done without confi
deration and much diffidence, as the enquiries you 
make are of great importance and delicate in their 
nature, as you have juftly obferved. 

The quantity of or~ that may be obtained from 
Schuyler's mine, if condufred under the fanfrion of 
government, with a fufficient capital and profecuted 
with vigour, will probably be from 1 oo to 1 20 tons 
annually, which ore, when fmelted, will produce 
about 6o per cent. of fine copper. But as this quan
tity may be very inadequate to the neceffities of go
vernment, it may be proper to explore fuch other 
mines, as thofe at Bound-brook, Pluckemin, Rocky
hill, Brunfwick, Woodbridge, &c. which, if worked 
with ceconomy, will encreafe the fupplies at a mode
rate expenfe, befides the chance of making new dif
coveries which is confiderable. As to the fmelting, 
refining and manufatl:uring of the copper, in fuch 
manner as may be moft ufeful to government, I have 
no doubt it may be done with fuccefs in this country, 
at a cheaper rate than it can be imported, efpecially 
confidering the prefent fcarcity of copper in Europe, 
provided proper workmen and artifts are employed. 
It is, Sir, well known from repeated trials and long 
experience, that by mixing various qualities of ore 
together, from difrerent mines, they will produce in 
the aggregate, a much larger proportion of fine cop
per than they would do if fmelted feparately. Thefe 
obfervations, Sir, are all that occur to me at prefent, 
I 1hall be happy, however, t:- furni1h you with any 



4 -
other information in my power, that may be neceff'ary 
or ufeful. 

In the mean time, Sir, I aiture-you I confider it at 
leaft an objett, deferving the attention of Congrefs, 
to encourag~ the exploring and working of mines, 
by which we may probably obtain, from the bofom 
of our own <;oumry, thofe fupplies of copper whic~ 
we cannot at prefent procure from Europe, owing to 
the increafed demand for it there, and the prohibition 
of the exportation of that article from Great Britain, 
in confequence of the failure of one of the principle 
mines in that country, which information I have from 
Mr. Dayton, to whom I have written on the fubjetl: 
of this letter, at his requefi. 

I am, Sir, with due ref pea, 
Y ol!r humble fervant, 

JOSIAH HORNBLOWER. 

Bon. A A RON KITCHELL. 

P. S. It is perhaps, worthy of notice, that in feve
ral places, in the neighbourhood of Schuyler' s mine, 
there has been found fmall quantities_ of . copper ore, 
and fuch appearances as to induce a more particular 
examination, than has hitherto been made. 

J. H . 


