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Acting Governor Guadagno Continues “Arts Mean Business”
Tour At bergenPAC Center Provides Arts, Entertainment and
Education to the Region

Trenton, NJ – Highlighting the important role of the arts in New Jersey, Acting Governor Kim Guadagno today visited
the Bergen Performing Arts Center (bergenPAC), which received a general operating support grant from the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts. Annually, State arts funding employs an estimated 17,000 workers, supports 37,000
cultural events and attracts 5 million visitors, who spend an additional $125 million on restaurants, shopping and
lodging, which has a positive impact on local economies.

 

Celebrating its 10th anniversary this year, bergenPAC features more than 180 performances and events annually in a
variety of genres and reaches audiences of more than 200,000 each year.

 

“BergenPAC is yet another example of the arts making a positive impact on our State – both culturally and
economically,” said Acting Governor Guadagno. “Its wide variety of events and strong youth education program
ensures that New Jersey’s unique cultural heritage will be cherished for generations to come.”

On July 29, 2014, the New Jersey State Council on the Arts awarded more than $15.7 million in grant funding for more
than 700 arts organizations, projects and artists throughout the state. bergenPAC received a grant worth more than
$132,000.

 

“Across New Jersey the arts are causing downtowns to come alive with activity—which in turn makes them more
attractive to businesses, tourists and, most of all, residents,” said Kevin O’Brien, 2nd Vice Chair of the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts. “The State Arts Council is proud to support bergenPAC and is grateful to Acting Governor
Guadagno for her commitment to keeping the arts at the center of New Jersey’s business agenda.”

The roots of bergenPAC trace back to the Englewood Plaza, which was built as a movie and vaudeville house in 1926
and closed in 1973. Through the efforts of the local community, the John Harms Center opened in 1976 and was
considered one of the leading cultural institutions of North Jersey. After the John Harms Center closed in 2003,
bergenPAC developed out of a public/private partnership designed to coordinate resources to support the organization.

 

Today, bergenPAC facilities include a 1367-seat theater, a 90-seat cabaret hall, an 80-seat black box theater, an eight-
studio performing arts school and an art gallery. bergenPAC serves the residents of Bergen County as well as
residents from Passaic, Hudson, Essex, Union and Rockland (NY) counties.

 

“It is a wonderful and gratifying experience to bring the magic of the Arts and Arts Education to the people of New
Jersey, along with creating a substantial, positive economic impact, enhancing their overall quality of life even more,”
said Dominic Roncace, Chief Executive Officer of bergenPAC.

 

In addition to being an award-winning recording house, bergenPAC features a series of classes, school residencies,
workshops, live performances, student productions and ensemble groups in the performing arts for children and
students up to 21 years old at its Performing Arts School. This program has reached more than 30,000 students
annually since its inception.

 

More information on the bergenPAC’s events and programs can be found on its website at: http://www.bergenpac.org.
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Press Contact: 
 Michael Drewniak 

Kevin Roberts 
609-777-2600

The New Jersey State Council on the Arts is a division of the New Jersey Department of State. Since 1966, its
volunteer members and professional staff have worked to improve the quality of life in New Jersey by helping the arts
to flourish. To learn more about the Council, please visit: www.artscouncil.nj.gov.

 

View a list of FY15 grants by county.
 View a list of FY15 grants by discipline/panel category.

 

For more information about what's happening in the arts statewide, visit www.jerseyarts.com.
 

Acting Governor Guadagno was joined on her tour by Assemblywoman Valerie Vainieri Huttle, Bergen County
Executive Kathleen A. Donovan and Englewood Mayor Frank Huttle, III.

# # #
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