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ST A T_E OF NEW JERSEYr 

AN ACT to provide for the election of delegates to a conven
tion, to prepare a constitution for the government of this 
state, and for submitting the same to the people thereof, for 
ratification or rejection. 

' 
SEc. I. BE IT ENACTED by the Council and General Assem-

bly of this State, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of 
the same, That ·an election for delegates, to meet in conven
tion to frame a constitution for the government of this state, 
shall be held in the several counties of this state, on the eigh
teenth day of March next, at the places where the last annual 
election for township or city officers were held in the several 
townships or cities in this state ; and that the said election 
shall be conducted and held by the same officers who held the 
last annual election for members of the legislature, except in 
those cases where new officers shall be elected prior to the 
eighteenth day of March next ; and, in that case, said election 
shall be held by such newly elected officers, and shall, in all 
respects, be conducted, as nearly as may be, according to the 
law regulating the annual state election that may be in force 
on the said eighteenth day of March; provided, that every 
white male citizen of the United States, above the age of 
twenty-one years, who shall have resided within this state for 
one year next preceding the said election, and shall be an ac-

, ,tu~l. resident of the township or ward where he offers to vote, 
and in the county where he claims to vote, for three months , 
next preceding such election, shall be entitled to vote for dele-
gates to said convention. 

SEc. II. And be it enacted, That the number of delegates to 
be chosen to such convention, by virtue of this act, shall be 
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state legislature, excepting as herein otherwise provided, and 
shall be held under the direction of the officers appointed to 
hold and conduct the next annual state election, and at the places 
where the election for delegates shall have been holden under 
this act. 

SEc. XI. /lnd be it enacted, That the voting at said elec
tion shall be by ballot: and it shall be the duty of the officers 
conducting such election to receive tickets, written or printed, 
or partly written and partly printed, from .citizens entitled as 
aforesaid to vote at said election, and to deposite them in a box 
provided for that purpose; the ballots of those persons voting 
for the adoption of the said constitution shall contain the word 
" Constitution,'' and those against its adoption, the words " No 
Constitution" : and in case a majority of all the votes cast 
shall be given in favour of the adoption of the constitution, so 
as aforesaid submitted, it shall become and be declared the 
constitution of this state. 

SEc. XII. /lnd be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
officers of the said last mentioned election, in the several town
ships and wards of any city in this state, having first carefully 
estimated the number of votes given for or against the adop
tion of the said constitution, to make out duplicate returns 
thereof, in words at length, and not in figures only, to be signed 
by said officers, one of which shall be deposited in the clerk's 
office of the proper county, and the other sealed up, directed, 
and transmitted, by mail or otherwise, to the governor, or per
son for the time being administering the government of this 
state, at the city of Trenton; which said return, and duplicate 
thereof, shall be signed, deposited, sealed up, directed, and 
transmitted, as aforesaid, within five days after the close of the 
said last mentioned election: and in case no return shall have· 
been received from any township or townships, ward or wards 
of any city corporate, by the governor, or person administer
ing the government of this state, within ten days after the· 
expiration of the time herein. before prescribed, it shall be the 
duty of the governor,, or person administering the government 
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of this state, to send an express or expresses to procure such 
deficient return or returns, and to take such other means and 
measures as he may deem necessary for that purpose. 

SEc. XIII . .llnd be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the governor, or the person administering the government of 
the state, within ten days after receiving the returns of the 
last mentioned election, to lay them before a privy council, to 
be by him summoned for that purpose, in the State House in 
the city of Trenton; and, after casting up the whole number 
of votes given in the state at the said last mentioned election, 
the said governor, or person administering the government of 
the state, and said privy council, shall proceed to determine 
whether a majority of the votes are in favour of or against 
the adoption of the said constitution: and if the governor and 
council aforesaid shall determine that a majority of the votes 
were cast in fa vom· of the said constitution, the governor shall 
issue his proclamation, declaring that the constitution has been 
adopted by a majority of the votes of the people of this state, 
and shall direct that an election for such officers as may be 
required to be elected under and by virtue of the said consti
tution, shall be held at the time and in the manner prescribed 
in the said constitution, and take all other necessary measures 
to carry said constitution into effect. 

SEc. XIV . .llnd be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the governor of this state for the time being to issue his pro
clamation immediately upon the passage of this act, requiring 
all the persom whose duty it may be to hold and conduct the 
election authorized by the first section of this act, to attend at 
the times and places named in this act for holding the said 
election, and conduct the same according to law. 

SEc. XV. And be it enaeted, That in case one or more of the 
delegates elected to said convention shall die, remove out of 
this state, or become disqualified from serving in such conven
tion, then it shall be the duty of the governor of this state for 
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the time being to issue his proclamation, directing an election. 
to be held at such time as he shall therein appoint, to fill such 
vacancy or vacancies; and. that said election shall be conduct~ 
ed, in all respects, as is provided for the election of delegates 
under this act. 

SEc. XVI. .IJ.nd be it enacted,. That as soon as the. said con
stitution shall have been deposited in the office of the secretary 
of state, it shall be the duty of the governor of this state for 
the time being to cause the same to be published in each of 
the newspapers printed in this state, for · the space of six; , 
weeks, successively, at least once in each week, for the infor- . 
mation of the people. 

SEc. XVII . .IJ.nd be it enacted, That thill act shall take effec~. 
upon the passage thereof. 

P .\SSEQ February. 23., 1844._ 



STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 

WHEREAS, by an act of the legislature of the State of New 
Jersey, entitled "An act to provide for the election of dele
gates to a convention, to prepare a constitution for the go
vernment of this state, and for submitting the same to the peo
ple thereof, for ratification or rejection," passed the 23d day 
of February, A. D. 1844, it is provided-

That an election for delegates, to meet in convention to frame 
a constitution for the government of this state, shall be held in 
the several counties of this state, on the eighteenth day of 
March next, at the places where the last annual election for 
township or city officers was held in the several townships or 
cities in this state ; and that the said election shall be con
ducted and held by the same offir.ers who held the last annual 
election for members of the legislature, except in those cases 
where new officers shall be elected prior to the eighteenth day 
of March next ; and in that case the said election shall be held 
by such newly elected officers, and shall, in all respects, be 
conducted, as nearly as may be, according to the law regulat
ing the annual state election, that may be in force on the said 
eighteenth day of March-

And that the number of delegates to be chosen to such con
vention, by virtue of the said act, shall be equal to the number 
of members of the General Assembly which the respective 



counties at the time of such election may be authorized by the 
then existing laws to elect, and shall be chosen in and by the 
respective counties: 

Now, THEREFORE, I, DANIEL HAINES, governor of the 
State of New Jersey, in pursuance of the directions of the said 
act, do hereby give notice to, and require all persons whose 
duty it may be to hold and conduct the said election, to attend 
at the times and places named in the said act for holding the 
said election, and to conduct the same according to law. 

G1vEN under my hand and privy seal, 
. ,9. at the city of Trenton, the twenty-

third day of February, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-four. 

DANIEL HAINES. 



A LIST OF DELEGATES 

ELECTED TO THE CONVENTION 

lO FORM A GOVERNMENT FOR THE PEOPLE OF 

'THE STATE OF NEW .JERSEY. 

ATLANTIC COUNTY. 

Jonathan Pitney. 

BERGEN COUNTY. 

John Cassedy, Abraham Westervelt. 

BURLINGTON COUNTY. 

William R. Allen, Charles Stokes, 
.Jonathan J. Spencer, John C. Ten Eyck. 

Moses Wills. 

CAMDEN COUNTY, 

Abraham Browning, John W. Mickle. 

CAPE MAY COUNTY. 

Joshua Swain. 

CUMBERLAND COUNTY1 

Joshua Brick, Daniel Elmer, 
William B. Ewing. 
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ESSEX COUNTY. 

Silas Condit, David Naar, 
Oliver S. Halsted, William Stites, 
Joseph C. Hornblower, Elias Van Arsdale, 

Isaac H. Williamson. 

GLOUCESTER COUNTY. 

John R. Sickler, Charles C. Stratton. 

HUDSON COUNTY. 

Robert Gilchrist. 

HUNTERDON COUNTY. 

Peter I. Clark, 
David Neighbour, 

Jonathan Pickel, 
Alexander Wurts. 

MERCER COUNTY. 

Richard S. Field, Henry W. Green, 
John R. Thomson. 

MIDDLESEX COUNTY. 

Moses Jaques, 
James Parker, 

Joseph F. Randolph, 
James C. Zabriskie. 

MONMOUTH COUNTY. 

Bernard Connolly, 
George F. Fort, 

Thomas G. Haight, 
Daniel Holmes, 

Robert Laird. 

MORRIS COUNTY. 

Francis Child, 
Mahlon Dickerson, 

Ephraim Marsh, 
William N. Wood. 

PASSAIC COUNTY. 

Elias B. l:>. Ogden* Andrew Parsons. 

,. 
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SALEM COUNTY. 

Alexander G. Cattell, John H. Lambert, 
Richard P. Thompson. 

SOMERSET COUNTY. 

George H. Brown, Ferdinand S. 8chenck, 

John Bell, 

Peter D. Vroom. 

SUSSEX COUNTY. 

Joseph E. Edsall, 
l\fa1·tin Ryerson. 

WARREN COUNTY. 

Samuel Hibbler, Phineas B. Kennedy, 
Robert S. Kennedy. 

B 





JOURNAL. 

TRENTON, 14th May, 1844. 

This being the time appointed by law for the meeting of the 
delegates to a convention to prepare a constitution for the go
vernment of this state, and for submitting the same to the peo
ple thereof, for ratification or rejection, the following persons, 
viz: 

, 

FROM THE COUNTY OF ATLANTIC, 

Jonathan Pitney; 

FROM THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, 

Abraham \Vestervelt, John Cassedy; 

}'ROM THE COUNTY OF BURLINGTON, 

William R. Allen, Jonathan J. Spencer, 
John C. Ten Eyck, Charles Stokes, 

Moses Wills; 

}'ROM THE COUNTY OF CAMDEN, 

Abraham Browning, John W. Mickle; 

FROM THE COUNTY OF CAPE MAY, 

Joshua Swain; 

FROM THE COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND, 

Daniel Elmer, William B. Ewing, 
Joshua Brick; 
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FROM THE COUNTY OF ESSEX, 

Silas Condit, 
Joseph C. Hornblower, 
Isaac H. Williamson, 

· David 

William Stites, 
Elias Vanarsdale, 
Oliver S. Halsted, 

Naar; 

FROM THE COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER, 

John R. Sickler, Charles C. Stratton; 

FROM THE COUNTY OF HUDSON, 

Robert Gilchrist; 

FROM THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, 

Alexander Wurts, 
Peter I. Clark, 

Jon a than Pickel, 
David Neighbour; 

F ROM THE COUNTY OF MERCER, 

Henry W. Green, Richard S. Field, 
John R. Thomson; 

FROM THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, 

Moses Jaques, 
James Parker, 

Joseph F. Randolph, 
James C. Zabriskie; 

FRO~ THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, 

Francis Child, 
Mahlon Dickerson, 

Ephraim Marsh, 
William N. Wood; 

FROM THE COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, 

Bernard Connolly, 
George F. Fort, 

Thome.s G. Haight, 
Daniel Holmes, 

Robert Laird; 

FROM THE COU NTY OF PASSAW, 

Elias B. D. Ogden, Andrew Parsons; 
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FROM THE COUNTY OF SALEM, 

Alexander G. Cattell, John H. Lambert, 
Richard P. Thompson; 

FROM THE COUN!Y OF SOMERSET, 

George H. Brown, Ferdinand S. Schenck. 

John Bell, 

Peter D. Vroom ; 

FROM THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX, 

Joseph E. Edsall, 
Martin Ryerson; 

FROM THE COUNTY OF WARREN, 

Samuel Hibbler, Phineas B. Kennedy, 
Robert S. Kennedy, 

appeared, produced thei.r respective certificates of election, 
·were qualified, and took their seats. 

The convention then proceeded to. the choice of president ~ 

·when, 
On motion of Mahlon Dickerson, 
Isaac H. Williamson, of the county of Essex, was unani

mously elected. 

On motion of Mr. Parsons, 
Mr. Dickerson and Mr. Hornblower were appointed a com

mittee to conduct the president to the chair; 
Which having been done, the president returned thanks to 

the convention, in an appropriate manner, for the honour con-· 
ferred upon him, and took his seat. 

The convention then proceeded to the choice of secretary;· 
When William Paterson, of the county of Middlesex, was 

unanimously elected, and, being duly qualified, took his seat. 

The convention then proceeded to the choice of assistant 
secretary; 

When Thomas J. Saunders, of the county of Gloucester, 
and Daniel Dodd, jun., of the county of Essex, were nominated,. 

R2 
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and, upon the convention being called, the following gentlemen 
voted for Thomas J. Saunders, viz : 

Mr.Allen, Mr. Green, 
Brick, Haight, 
Browning, Hibbl~r, 

Cassedy, Holmes, 
Cattell, Jaques, 
Child, P. B. Kennedy, 
Clark, R. S. Kennedy, 
Connolly, Laird, 
Dickerson, Lambert, 
Edsall, Mickle, 
Elmer, Parker, 
Ewing, Parsons, 
Fort, 

For Daniel Dodd, jun.: 

Mr. Brown, 
Bell, 
Condit, 
Field, 
Gilchrist, 
Halsted, 
Hornblower, 

Mr. Marsh, 
Naar, 
Neighbour, 
Ogden, 
Pickel, 
Ryerson, 
Schenck, 

Mr. Pitney, 
Randolph, 
Sickler, 
Spencer, 
Stratton, 
Stokes, 
Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 
R. P. Thompson, 
Wills, 
W cstervelt, 
Zabriskie-37. 

Mr. Stites, 
J. R. Thomson, 
Van Arsdale, 
Vroom, 
'Vood, 
Wurts-20. 

Thereupon Thomas J. Saunders \Vas declared duly elected, 
and, after being duly qualified, took his seat. 

William Napton, being nominated for sergeant-at-arms, 
Was declared to be unanimously electe~. 

Mr. Field offered the following preamble and resolutions: 
Wliereas, the delegates composing this convention ha-ve 

assembled in pursuance of law to prepare a constitution for 
the government of the state of New Jersey;-and whereas, 
upon the issue of our deliberations may depend, under. Provi
dence, the welfare and happiness of this and future genera
tions ;-and whereas, in view of the solemn and responsible 
duties devolved upon us, it is meet that we should acknowledge 
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our dependance upon God, and invoke his blessing upon our 
labours-therefore, 

Resolved, That the sittings of this convention be opened ev
ery morning with prayer; and that the clergymen of the city 
of Trenton and its vicinity be invited to officiate upon such 
occasions. 

Resolved, That the secretary be authorized to make the 
necessary arrangements for carrying into effect the foregoing 
resolution; 

Which were read, and temporarily withdrawn, at the request 
of Mr. Browning, who offered the following: 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to con
sider and report rules for the regulation and government of 
this convention; and that the rules of the General Assembly of 
this state, so far as they arc applicable to the business of this 
convention, be adopted by this _convention, until otherwise 
ordered; 

Which was read, adopted, and 
Messrs. Browning, Parsons, Cassedy, Ryerson, and Pickel 

were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Field then renewed the preamble and resolutions offered 
by him. 

Mr. Mickle moved that the same do lie on the table, 
And, the yeas and nays being demanded, it was determined 

in the negative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. Allen, 
Dickerson, 
Fort, 
Holmes,_ 

Mr. Brown, 
Browning, 
Cassedy, 
Cattell, 

YEAS. 

Mr. Jaques, 
Mickle, 
Naar, 
Neighbour, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Child, 
Clark, 
Condit, 
_Connolly, 

Mr. Parker, 
Sickler, 
Stokes, 
Wills-12. 

Mr. Edsall, 
Elmer, 
Ewing, 
Field, 
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Mr. Gilchrist, 
Green, 
Haight, 
Halsted, 
Hibbler, 
Hornblower, 
P. B. Kennedy,. 
R. S. Kennedy,. 
Laird, 
Lambert, 

Mr. Ogden, 
Parsons, 
Pickel, 
Pitney, 
Randolph~ 

Ryerson, 
Schenck, 
Spencer, 
Stites, 
Stratton, 

Mr; Ten Eyck, 
J. R. Thomson, 
R. P. Thompso11. 
Van Arsdale, 
Vroom, 
Westervelt, 
Williamson, (pr.)' 
Wood, 
Wurts, 
Zabriskie-44. 

Marsh, Swain, 

A division of the resolutions being called, was ordered, and 
tlie question being on agreeing' to the first resolution, 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and it was decided m 
the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr •. Allen, Mr. Green, Mr. Randolph, 
Bell, Haight, Ryerson, 
Brown, Halsted, Schenck, 
Browning, . Hibbler, Spencer, 
Casserly, Holmes, Stites, 
Cattell, Hornblower, Stratton, 
Child, P. B. Kennedy, Swain, 
Clark, R. S. Kennedy, Ten Eyck, 
Condit, Laird, J. R. Thomson;. 
Connolly, Lambert, R. P. Thompson,.: 
Dickerson,. Marsh, Van Arsdale, 
Edsall, Neighbour, Vroom, 
Elmer, Ogden, Westervelt, 
Ewing, Parker, Williamson, (pr.) 
Field, Parsons, . Wood, 
~ort, Pickel, Wurts, 
Gilchrist,.. Pitney, Zabriskie-51.. 

NAYS .. 

Mr. Jaques, Mr. Naar, Mr. Stokes, 
Mickle,.. Sickler,. Wills-6 .. 
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The preamble and second resolution were then severally 
· adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Parsons, 
Ordered, That when this convention adjourns, it will 

adjourn to meet to-morrow morning at ten o'clock. 

Mr. Van Arsdale offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That a committee of nine be appointed to con

sider and report the manner in which it will be expedient to 
proceed in the business of this convention; 

Which was read, and pending the consideration thereof, 
The convention adjourned till to-morrow morning at ten 

o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING, 15th May. 

At ten o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjournment, 
and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Hall. 

Mr. Parsons presented a petition from Phillips and Boswell, 
requesting to be appointed printers to the convention ; 

Which was read, and, 
On motion of Mr. R. P. Thompson, was ordered to lie on 

the table. 

Mr. Cassedy offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That a committee of three members be appointed 

to receive propositions for executing the printing of the con
vention, and that such committee forthwith report the propo
sitions to the convention for consideration; 

Which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Browning, from the committee on rules, made the fol
lowing report : 



· Rl:Jl!.ES TO BE OBSERVED· AS THE STANDING ORDERS OF THE 

CONVENTION. 

l st. A house, to do business, shall consist of a m~jority of the 
whole number of delegates; but a less number may meet and 
adjourn from day to day, and fifteen may call the house, and 
send for the absent members. 

2d. The president shall take the · chair every day at the 
hour to which the convention shall have adjourned on the pre
ceding day, shall immediately call the members to order, and, 
on the appearance of a quorum, shall cause the journal of the 
preceding day to he read, that any mistake therein may be 
rectified. He shall preserve order, prevent personal reflec
tions, and confine members to the question under discussion. 
He shall decide questions of order, subject to an appeal to the 
convention on a motion to that effect, made and seconded; and 
such appeal shall be decided without debate. When two or 

' more members rise at the same time, he shall name him who 
shall speak first. He may call any member to perform the 
duties of the chair; but such substitution shall not (except in 
committee of the whole) extend beyond an adjournment. He 
shall appoint all committees, unless, in special cases, it shall 
be otherwise ordered by the convention. He shall order the 
yeas and nays, at the request of any five members, on any 
question which may arise before the convention. 

In case of the absence of the president, a president pro tem
pore may be chosen by a majority of the members present; 
who, while he so officiates, shall have all the powers, and per
form all the duties of the president. 

3d. The order of business for each day (after reading and 
correcting the journal,). shall be as follows, viz: 

1. The presentation of original resolutions, propositions, 
and other papers. 

2. Reports of such committees as shall be ready to report. 

3. Business up before the convention, and unfinished at the 
la.st adjom.:nment. 



4. Special orders of the day. 

5. Promiscuous business. 

4th. Every member rising to speak, shall address himself to 
the president; and, while speaking, none shall pass between 
him and the chair, or hold discourse with another, or in any 
way cause interruption or disturbance. 

5th. A member shall not speak oftener than twice on the 
same question without leave, and not the second time, until 
every other member shall have had an opportunity of speaking. 

6th. No member shall absent himself from the house without 
leave, except in case of sickness or other personal disability; 
nor shall he refuse to vote on any question, unless excused for 
'Special reasons. 

7th. Every motion shall be reduced to writing, if the presi
dent or any member requests it, and all motions entered on the 
journal, shall be entered in the names of those who make them. 
A motion to adjourn shall always be in order (except when a 
vote is being taken) and shall be decided without debate; and 
a motion to lie on the table shall also be decided without 
debate. 

8th. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be 
received but to adjourn, to lie on the table, for the previous 
question, to postpone, or to commit or amend; which several 
motions shall have precedence in the order in which they are 
here arranged. 

9th. A question which is divisible, shall at the request of any 
member be divided, and put separately upon the propositions 
of which it is compounded ; and all questions shall be put in 
the order in which they are moved, except in cases of amend
ment and in filling up bl::i.nks, when the amendment last pro
posed, the largest f:Um, greatest number, longest time and most 
<listant day, shall be first put. 

10th. When a question has been once decided, either in the 
· affirmative or negative, it shall be in order for any member 
who voted with the majority to move a reconsideration 
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'thereof, either on the same or the succeeding day ; which 
motion shall require a majority of the whole number of dele
gates to sustain it. 

11th. The previous question shall be in this form, "SHALL 
THE MAIN QUESTION BE NOW PUT?" It shall be admitted when 
demanded by a majority of the members present, be decided 
without debate, and until decided shall preclude all further dis
cussion of the main question ; but when ordered it shall not 
cut off pending amendments. 

12th. Any business before the convention may be made the 
order of a particular day ; but it may be postponed, on the day, 
to some other specified time. 

13th. After a motion or resolution is stated by the president, 
m read by the secretary, it shall be deemed to be in possession 
of the convention ; but may be withdrawn by the mover, at 
any time before an amendment or decision. 

14th. In forming committees of the whole, the president, 
before he leaves the chair, shall name a member to preside in 
committee; and the rules and orders of the convention shall 
be observed therein, so far as they may be applicable, except 
that the previous question shall not be put. A motion to go 
into committee, or that the committee rise, shall always be in 
order, and be decided without debate. 

15th. All questions, on which the convention is about to vote, 
shall be distinctly stated by the president, and put in the follow
ing form, viz: ".11.s many as are in favour of (the question) 
will say aye;" and after the affirmative is expressed, "those of 
a contrary opinion, no." If there be doubt, or a division be 
called for, those in the affirmative will rise first, and after 
being counted, and having resumed their seats, those in the 
negative will rise. 

16th. No article ot provision shall be finally adopted as a 
part of the constitution, nor shall the constitution be adopted, 
except by a majority of the whole number of delegates. 

17th·. Should any particular question or business arise 



before the convehtion, to which the adopted rules will not apply; 
then the rules of the General Assembly of this state, or any of 
them, so far as they will apply, shall govern any such par
ticular question or business; and these rules may be suspended 
or amended, from time to time, by a majority of the whole 
number of delegates. 

A. BROWNING, ~ 
A. PARSONS, I 
JONATHAN PICKEL, '(-Committee. 
JOHN CASSEDY, I 
MARTIN RYERSON, J 

Which was read, and, 
On motion of Mr. Hornblower, was ordered to 'lie on the 

table and be printed. 

Mr. Browning offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the secretary be directed to have the rules, 

as reported, printed ; and that until some general rule upon the 
subject of printing be adopted, the secretar.y .procure all such 
printing to be done as shall be ordered by the convention. 

Which was read and adopted. 

Mr. Naar offered the following resolutions: 
Resolved, For the purpose of giving to the people of the 

state a correct statement of the acts of this convention, that ·a 
competent reporter be employed, whose duty it shall be to 
make a verbatim report of the proceedings thereof. 

Resolved, That a committee of -- be appointed, with au
thority to engage some suitable person as reporter to the con
vention, with powers to arrange and determine the compensa
tion of such reporter, provided that such compensation do no 
exceed the sum of -- per week. 

Which were read, and, 
On motion of Mr. Randolph, ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Casserly called up the resolution, offered by him this 
morning, relative to the current printing; 

Which was read, and amended so as to read as follows : 
Resolved, That a committee of four members be appointed 

·C 
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to . receive propositions for executing the current printing of 
the convention, and that such committee contract with the 
lowest bidder for said printing. 

The resolution, as amended, was then adopted, and 
Messrs. Cassedy, Zabriskie, Child, and Swain were ap

pointed said committee. 

Mr. Stites offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the sergeant-at-arms be authorized to em

ploy an assistant, at a compensation not to exceed seventy-five 
cents a day; 

Which was read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Parsons, 
The convention then proceeded to the consideration of the 

unfinished business of yesterday afternoon, being the resolu· 
tion relative to appointing a committee to report the manne1· 
in which it will be expedient to proceed in the business of this 
convention. 

Mr. Ryerson moved to amend, by striking out the word 
" nine," and inserting " ten;" 

Which was agreed to. 
Mr. Ewing moved to amend, by striking out all after the 

\vord "Resolved,'' and inserting the following: 
"That the convention now proceed to take up the constitu

tion of New Jersey, and to consider its provisions by sections, 
for the purpose of a free and full consideration and discus• 
sion of such alterations and amendments as in their best judg· 
ment may be deemed expedient, as drawn from experience, a 
knowledge of the public sentiment, and in accordance with 
the best interests of the people of the state." 
· And the yeas and nays being demanded, it was decided in 
the negative, as follows, viz : 

Mr. Bell, 
Ewing, 
Hibbler, 

· p, B. Kennedy, 

YEAS. 

Mr. Mickle, 
Parker, 
Picke11 

Mr. Stokes, 
Swain, 
Westervelt-IO. 



Mr. Allen, 
Brick, 
Brown, 
Browning, 
Cassedy, 
Cattell, 
Child, 
Clark, 
Condit, 
Connolly, 
Dickerson, 
.Bdsall, 
Elmer, 
Field, 
Fort, 
Gilchrist, 

' 
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NAYS. 

Mr. Green, 
Haight, 
Halsted, 
Hornblower, 
Jaques, 
Laird, 
Lambert, 
Marsh, 
Naar, 
Neighbour, 
Ogden, 
Parsons, 
Pitney, 
Randolph, 
Ryerson, 

Mr. Schenck, 
Sickler, 
Spencer, 
Stites, 
Stratton, 
Ten Eyck, 
J. R. Thomson, 
R. P. Thompson, 
Vanarsdale, 
Vroom, 
Willi~mson, (p1:.) 
Wills, 
Wood, 
Wurts, 
Zabriskie-46. 

Mr. Field moved to reconsider the vote by which the word 
" nine" was stricken out of the resolution, and " ten" inserted; 

Which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Field, 
The amendment was disagreed to. 
The question then recurring on agreeing to the resolution, it 

was decided in the affirmative, and 
Messrs. Vanarsdale, Vroom, Dickerson, Parker, Spencer, 

J. R. Thomson, Green, Brick, and Stokes were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Browning offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the secretary of state furnish to this con 

vention a tabular statement of the census of the people of this 
state in the years 1800, 1810, 1820, 1830, and 1840, so ar
ranged as to exhibit the number of free white and free coloured 
persons; and also the number of slaves at each of the said pe
riods, not only in the whole state, but also in each of the coun
ties of the state. 

Which was read, and, . 



On. motion of Mr. Zabriskie, ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. PickeL offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That when this convention adjourns, it will ad

journ to meet this afternoon at three o'clock, and that that be 
the hour of afternoon sittings, . until otherwise ordered. 

Which was read, and, pending the consideration thereof, 

The convention adjourned to this afternoon, at four o'clock. 

At four o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn-
ment. 

Mr. Vanarsdale, from the committee appointed to consider 
the manner of proceeding in the business of the convention, 
made-the following report : 

The committee appointed to consider and report the man
ner in which it will be expedient to proceed in the business of 
this convention, report-

That they have considered of the subject referred to them, 
and that it is expedient to adopt the following resolutions: 

11. Resolved, That so much of the constitution to be formed 
by this convention, as relates to the legislative department, be 
referred to a committee to report thereon. 

2. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the execu
tive department, be referred to a committee to report thereon. 

3. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the judicial 
department, be referred to a committee to report thereon. 

4. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the power 
of appointment to office, and the tenure thereof, be referred to 
a committee to report thereon. 

5. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the right of 
suffrage, and qualification of persons to be elected, the time of . 
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election, and the meeting of the legislature, be referred to a 
committee to report thereon. 

6. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to future 
amendments or alterations in the said constitution, be referred 
to a committee to report thereon. 

· 7. Resolved, That so much thereof as is not embraced in 
the foregoing resolutions, be referred to a committee to report 
thereon. 

8. Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire into 
the expediency of adopting a bill of rights and privileges, and 
to report thereon. 

ELIAS VANARSDALE, Chairman. 
Dated 15th May, 1844. 

Which was read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Green, 
Ordered, That the committee on a bill of rights and privi

leges consist of eight members, and that seven be appointed 
on each of the other committees above named. 

On motion of Mr. Ryerson, it was 
Resolved, That the governor of this state, the ex-governors, 

the justices of the supreme court, and the attorney general, be 
allowed seats within the bar of this house. 

On motion of Mr. Ryerson, it was 
Resolved, That the secretary be authorized to furnish the 

necessary stationery for the use of the house. 

The convention then adjourned till to-morrow morning, at 
ten o'clock. 

THURSDAY MORNING, 16th May. 

At ten o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjournment, 
and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Starr. 

c2 
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On motion of Mr. Parsons, it was 
Resolved, That the librarian be requested to open the library 

daily, for the accommodation of the members of the conven
tion, and that he furnish the members with such books and 
public do~uments as they may from time to time require. 

The president announced the following committees on the 
respective parts of the constitution to be formed, pursuant to 
the resolution authorizing the appointment of the same, viz: 

On the Legislative Department.-Messrs. Vroom, Ewing, 
Clark, Stratton, Haight, Gilchrist, Child. 

On the Executive Department.-Messrs. Hornblower, R. 
S. Kennedy, Brown, Pitney, R. P. Thompson, Parsons, 
1:lyerson. 

On the Judiciary Department.-Messrs. Vanarsdale, Green, 
Allen, Ogden, Randolph, Cassedy, Schenck. 

On the Appointing Power.-Messrs. Dickerson, Field, Cat
tell, Browning, Condit, Edsall, Zabriskie. 

On the Right of Suffi·age.-Messrs. J. R. Thomson, Wurts, 
Elmer, Halsted, Holmes, Mickle, Wood. 

On the Provision for Future Amendments.-Messrs. Brick, 
Connolly, Sickler, Wills, Neighbour, Westervelt, Hibbler. 

On the parts not referred to other committees.-Messrs. 
Spen~er, Laird, Stites, P. B. Kennedy, Lambert, Marsh, Fort. 

On the Bill of Rights.-Messrs. Parker, Ten Eyck, Naar, 
Bell, Pickel, Stokes, Jaques, Swain. 

Mr. Naar called up the resolutions, offered by him yesterday. 
for the employment of a competent reporter to the convention; 

Which were taken up, considered, and amended, so as to 
read as follows: 

Resolved, For the purpose of giving-to the people- of the· 
state a correct statement of the acts of this convention, that a 
competent reporter be employed, whose duty it shall be t0r 
make an accurate report of die proceedings and debates. 
thereof. 

Resolved, That a committee of--.be· appointed,. with 
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authority to engage some suitable person as reporter to the 
convention, with powers to arrange and determine the com
pensation of such reporter, provided that such compensation 
do not exceed the sum of -- per week. 

The question then being on agreeing to the resolutions, as 
amended, 

A divisio~ being called, was ordered; and on the question, 
shall the first resolution be agreed to, 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and it was decided in 
the negative, as follows, viz: • YEAS. 

Mr. Browning, Mr.Mickle, Mr. Stokes, 
Cattell, Naar, Stratton, 
Child, Neighbour, J. R. Thomson, 
Clark, Ogden, R. P. Thompson, 
Connolly, Parsons, Vanarsdale, 
Edsall, Pickel, Vroom, 
Field, Ryerson, Williamson, (pr.) 
Fort, Schenck, Wood, 
Green, Sickler, Zabriskie-28. 
Jaques, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr.Haight, Mr. Parker, 
Bell, Halsted, Pitney, 
Brick, Hibbler, Randolph, 
Brown, Holmes, Stites, 
Cassedy, Hornblower, Swain, 
Condit, • P. B. Kennedy, Ten Eyck, 
Dickerson, R. S. Kennedy, Westervelt, 
Elmer, Laird, Wills, 
Ewing, Lambert, Wurts-29-
Gilchrist, Marsh, 

On motion of Mr. Mickle, 
Ordered, That the second resolution be postponed •. 

The convention adjourned to this.afternoon, at three o'clOck. 
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At three o'clock the convention met. 

On motion of Mr. R. P. Thompson, 
The convention proceeded to the consideration of the second 

resolution, relative to the employment of a reporter, which 
was postponed this morning. 

The same having been read, 
Mr. R. P. Thompson moved to amend, by striking out all 

·after the word" Resolved," and inserting the following: 
"That a committee of three persons be appointed to inquire 

and report for what sum a competent reporttf can be obtained, 
to make an accurate report of the proceedings and debates of 
this convention." 

And the question being on the adoption of the amendment, 
The yeas and nays being demanded, it was decided in the 

negative, as follows, viz : 

YEAS. 

Mr. Browning, Mr. Hornblower, Mr. Schenck, 
Cattell, Jaques, Sickler, 
Child, Mickle, Stokes, 
,Connolly, Naar, Stratton, 
Edsall, Parsons, R. P . Thompson, 
Field, Pickel, Williamson, (pr.) 
Fort, Ryerson, Zabriskie- 21. 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Haight, Mr. Pitney, 
Bell, Halsted, Randolph~ 

Brick, Hibbler, Stites, 
Brown, Holmes, Swain, 
Cassedy, P. B. Kennedy, Ten Eyck, 
Clark, R. S. Kennedy, Vanarsdale, 
Condit, Laird,. Vroom, 
Dickerson, Lambert, Westervelt, 
.Elmer, Marsh, Wills, 
.Ewing, Neighbour, . Wood, 
Gilchrist; Parker, Wurts-34. 
Green, 
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On motion of Mr. Parker, it was 
Ordered, T hat the resolution be dismis~ed. 

The convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, at ten 
o'clock. 

FRIDAY MORNING, 17th May. 

At ten o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjournment, 
and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Kidder. 

On motion of Mr. Wurts, it was 
Resolved, That the president be authorized to admit such, 

and as many stenographers and reporters, within the bar of 
the house, as he may deem proper. 

On motion of Mr. R. P. Thompson, 
Resolved, That the us·e of this hall be granted this evening 

to Major Tochman, a Polish exile, to address such members 
of this convention as choose to attend, and the citizens gene
rally, on the wrongs and sufferings of Poland. 

Mr. Wills, from a majority of the Committee on Future 
Amendments, made the following report : 

Be it ordained, That if, at at any time hereafter, any speci
fic amendment or amendments to the constitution shall be pro
posed in the Senate or Assembly, and if the same shall be 
agreed to by a majority of the members elected to each of 
the two houses, such proposed amendment or amendments 
shall be entered on their journals, with the yeas and nays taken 
thereon, and referred to the legislature then next to be chosen ; 
and shall be published for three months previous to making 
such choice in at least one newspaper of each county, if any 
be therein; and if, in the legislature next chosen as aforesaid, 
such proposed amendment or amendments shall be agreed to by 
two-thirds of all the members elected to each house, then it 
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shall be the duty of the legislature to submit such proposed 
amendment or amendments to the people, in such manner and 
at such time, at least three months after being so agreed to by 
the two houses, as the legislature shall prescribe: and if the 
people shall approve and ratify such amendment or amend
rn~nts, by a majority of the electors qualified to vote for mem
bers of the legislature voting thereon, such amendment or 
amendments shall become part of the constitution ; provided, 
that if more than one amendment be submitted, they shall be 
submitted in such manner and form that the people may vote 
for· or against each amendment separately and distinctly. 

JOSHUA BRICK, Chairman. 
May 16th, 1844. 

Which was read, laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. J. R. Thomson, from the Committee on the Right of 
Suffrage, made the following report, viz : 

The committee to whom was referred the following reso-
1 ution-

"Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the right of 
suffrage and qualification of persons to be elected, the time of 
election, and the meeting of the legislature, be ref~rred to a 
commit!ee, to report thereon," beg leave to report: 

1st. On the Right of Suffrage. 

E very white male citizen of the United States of the age of 
twenty-one years, who shall have been an inhabitant of this 
state one year, and of the county in which he claims his vote 
five months, next before the election, shall be entitled to vote 
for all officers that now are, or hereafter may be elected by 
the people; provided, that no person in the military, naval, or 
marine service of the United States shall be considered as 
acquiring a residence in this state, by being stationed in any 
garrison, barrack, or military or naval place or station within 
this state: and no idiot, or insane person, or pauper, or per
son convicted of the crime of bribery, forgery, perjury, theft, 
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or other offence, for which an infamous punishment is or may 
be inflicted, shall enjoy the right of an elector. 

2d. On the Qualifi,cation of Persons to be Elected. 

No person shall be a member of the Legislative Council 
who shall not have attained the age of twenty-five years, and 
have been a citizen and inhabitant of the state for four years, 
and of the county for which he shall be chosen one year, 
next before his election; and no person shall be a member of 
the General Assembly who shall not have attained the age of 
twenty-one years, and have been a citizen and inhabitant of the 
state for two years, and of !he county for which he shall be 
chosen one year, next before his election; provided, that no 
person shall be eligible as a member of either house of the legis· 
lature who shall not be entitled to the right of suffrage. 

3d. On the time of Elections and the Meeting of the Legisla· 
ture. 

The members of the Legislative Council and General 
Assembly shall be elected, yearly and every year for ever, on 
the second Tuesday of October, and shall meet, separately, on 
the first Tuesday in January next after the said day of election. 

JNO. R. THOMSON, Chairman. 

Dated May 17th, 1844. 

Which was read, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Ryerson, 
The convention then proceeded to the consideration of the 

report of the committee on the rules to be observed as the 
standing orders of the convention, during its session; 

Which was read, and, 

The first rule being under consideration, the same was 
adopted without amendment. 

· The second rule being under consideration, the same was 
amended in the last clause, by striking out the word "shall," 
:and inserting " may"; and the rule, as amended, was agreed to. 
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The third rule having been read, 
Pending the consideration thereof, 

The convention adjourned to this afternoon, at three o'clock. 

At three o'clock the convention met. 

The president presented a communication from Maj. George 
Tochman, returning thanks for the resolution granting him the 
use of the hall. 

The convention proceeded to the consideration of the unfin
ished business of the morning, being the report of the committee 
on rules. 

The third rule being under consideration, the same was 
adopted without amendment. 

The fourth rule having been read and considered, the same 
was agreed to without amendment. 

The fifth rule being under consideration, the same was 
amended by striking out the words " nor more than thirty 
minutes at any one time," and, as amended, was adopted. 

The sixth rule having been read and considered, the same 
was agreed to without amendment. 

The seventh rule being under consideration, the same was 
amended by striking out the words "not on paper," and, as 
amended, was adopted. 

The eighth rule being under consideration, the same was 
. amended, so as to read as follows: 

"8th. When a question is under debate, no motion shall 
'be received, but to adjourn, to lie on the table, for the 
.previous · question, to postpone, or to commit or amend ; which 
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~veral motions shall have precedence in the orde·r in which 
they are here arranged" ·; 

And as amended, was adopted. 

The ninth rule being under consideration, the same was 
amended by striking out the words' " longest time"; 

And as amended, was adopted. 

The tenth rule having been read and considered, the same 
was agreed to without amendment. 

The eleventh rule being under consideration, the same was 
amended, by adding thereto the following ·:" but when ordered, 
it shall not cut off pending amendments"; 

And as amended, was adopted. 

The twelfth and thirteenth rules having been read and con• 
sidered, the same were severally agreed to, without amend· 
ment. 

The fourteenth rule, being under consideration, was amended 
by inserting, after the word "motion/' the words ... , to go into 
committee, or"; 

And as amended, was adopted. 

The fifteenth and sixteenth rules were read and considered, 
and agreed to without amendment. 

The seventeenth rule being under consideration, the same 
was ordered to be stricken out. 

The eighteenth rule being under c00sideration, the same 
was amended, by inserting before the word "amended," the 
words " suspended or"; and, · as amended, the sarne was 
adopted as rule 17. 

The report and rules, as amended, were then ·collectively 
adopted. 

Mr. Cassedy, fro1n the ·Committee on Printing, made the 
.following report, viz: 

The Committee on Currenl Printing respectfully report~ 
That Phillips and Boswell, printers, of this city, having offered 

to execute the current .printing of the convention on lower 
terms than those oflered by any other person, the committee 

D 
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have therefore considered it their duty, under the resolution, 
to accept the same. 

JOHN CASSEDY, I 
FRANCIS CHILD, l Committee. 
JOSHUA SWAIN, ( 
JAMES C. ZABRISKIE, j 

Which was read and adopted. 

Mr. Child offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That a vice president of convention be appointed, 

whose duty it shall be to officiate in the absence, or at the re
quest of the president; and who, while he so officiates, shall 
have all the powers, and perform all the duties of the presi 4 

dent; 
Which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Wood offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the seventeenth rule of the convention be 

nmended, by striking out the words "these rules"; 
Which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Hornblower called up the resolution relative to obtain
ing census documents; 

Which was read, considered, and amended so as to read a 
follows: 

Resolved, That the secretary of state furnish to the conven~ 
tion a tabular statement of the census of the people of thiS' 
state, in the years 1830 and 1840, so arranged as to exhibi t 
the number of free white and free coloured persons, and also 
the number of slaves, at each of the said periods, not only in 
the whole state, but also in each of the counties of the state. 

The resolution, as amended, was then adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Wills, it was 
Ordered, That when this convention adjourns, it will adjourn 

to meet on Monday afternoon, at three o'clock. 

Mr. Hornblower~ from the Committee on the Executive 
l>epartment, made the following report : 

The committee to whom was referred the following res()~ 
lutionr 
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" " Resolved, That so much thereof, as relates to the execu-
tive department, be referred to a committee to report thereon," 
beg leave to report: 

THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 

I. The executive power of the state shall be vested in a 
governor. 

II. The governor shall be elected by the legal voters of this 
state, at the times and places where they shall respectively 
vote for members of the state legislature : the returns of every 
election for governor' shall be sealed up and transmitted to 
the seat of government, directed to the secretary of state, who 
shall open and publish them, in the presence of the members 
of both houses of the legislature, on the day next after the 
time appointed by law for the meeting of the legislature, or 
as soon thereafter as a quorum of both houses shall be present: 
the person having the highest number of votes shall be the 
governor; but if two, or more, shall be equal and highest in 
votes, one of them shall be cliosen governor by the vote of the 
majority of the members of both houses, in joint-meeting: con
tested elections for the office of governor shall be determined 
by a committee, to be selected from both houses of the legis
lature, and to be formed and regulated in such manner as the 
legislature shall direct by law. 

lII. The governor shall hold his office for three years from 
the --- day of January next ensuing his election; and he 
shall be ineligible to that office for three years next after his 
term of office shall have expired. 

IV. The governor shall be not less than thirty years of age, 
and ~hall have been for twenty years, at least, a citizen of the 
United States, and a resident of this state seven years next 
before his election, unless he shall have been absent during 
that time on the public business of the Uqited States or of 
this state. 

V. The governor shall, at stated times, receive for hisser
vices. a compensation, which shall be neither increai;ed nor 
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diminished during the period for which he shall have been 
elected. 

VI. He shall be the commander-in-chief of all the military 
and naval forces of the state: he shall have power to convene 
the legislature, or the Senate only, whenever in his opinion 
public necessity requires it: he shall communicate by message 
to the legislature, at the opening of each session, and at such 
other times as he may deem necessary, the condition of the 
state, and recommend such measures as he may deem expedi
ent: he shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed , 
and grant, under the seal of the state, commissions to all such 
officers as shall by law be n.!quired to be commis~ioned. 

VII. Every bill-which shall have passed both houses shall 
be presented to the governor; if he approve, he shall sign it, 
but if he shall not approve, he shall return it, with his objec
tions, to the house in which it shall have originated, who shall 
enter· the objections at large on their journal, and proceed to 
reconsider it: if after such recon;;ideration, a majority of the 
whole number of that house shall agree to pass the bill, it shall 
be sent, together with the objection's, to the other house, by 
which it shall likewise be reconsidered; and if ar:proved by a 
majority of the whole number of thJit house, it shall become a 
law; but in all such cases the votes of both houses shall be 
determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons 
voting for and against the bill shall be entered on the journal of 
each house, respectively: if any bill shall not be returned by the 
governor within te11·days, Sundays excepted, after it shall have 
been presented to him, the same shall be a law, in like manner 
as ifhe had signed it, unless the legislature, by their adjournment, 
:erevent its return, in which case it shall be a law, unless sent 
back within three days after their next meeting. 

VIII. No member 0£ Congress, or person holding an office 
under the United States or this state, shall exercise the office 
of governor; and in case the governor, or person administer
iog the government of this state, shall accept any office un.der 



41 

the government of the United States, or of this state, his office 
of governor shall thereupon be vacant. 

IX. The governor shall have power to remit fines and for
feitures, and grant reprieves, to extend until the rising of the 
court of pardons next after the conviction;. but this power 
shall not extend to cases of impeachment. 

X. The governor, chancellor, and the justices of the supreme 
court shall constitute a court of pardons; and a majority of 
the court may grant pardons after conviction, in all cases 
except impeachment. · 

XI. The governor, and all other civil officers under this 
state, shall be liable to impeachment for any misdemeanor 
in office; but judgment in such cases shall not extend farther 
than to removal from office, and disqualification to hold any 
office of hon~ur, trust, or profit under this state; the party, 
whether convicted or acquitted, shall nevertheless be liable to 
indictment, trial, judgment, or punishment, according to law. 

XII. In case of the death, resignation, or removal from 
office of governor, the powers, duties, and emoluments of the 
office shall devolve upon the president of the Senate for the 
time being, until another governor shall be duly qualified; but 
in such case another governor shall be chosen at the next 
election for members of the state legislature, unless such death, 
resignation, or removal shall occur within two months imme
diately preceding such next election, in which case a gover
nor shall be chosen at the second succeeding election for mem
bers of the state legislature. 

XIII. In case of the impeachment of the governor, his 
absence from the state, or inability to discharge the duties of 
his office, the powers, duties, and emoluments of the office· 
shall devolve upon the president of the Senate for the time 
being, until the governor, absent or impeached, shall' return or 
be acquitted, or until the disqualificatwn or inability shall cease,. 
€Ir until a new go.vernor be elected. 

XIV. In case of a vacancy in the offi'ce of governor, from 
any othei: cause than those herein enumerated,. or in. case otr· 

D, 2, 
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the death of the governor elect before he is qualified into offiee1 
the legisJature shall have power to. provide by law for filling 
such vacancy. 

J08. C. HORNBLOWER, Chairman. 
ROBERT S. KENNEDY, 
JONA THAN PITNEY, 
GEO. H. BROWN, 
A. PARSONS, 
MARTIN RYERSON, 
R. P. THOMPSON. 

Which was read, ordered to lie on the table, and be printed~ 

The convention then adjourned tQ Monday afternoon, at 
three o.'clock. 

MoNDAY AFTERNOON, 20th May. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Reed. 

On motion of Mr. Pickel, 
The convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, at tellt 

o'clock. 

TuESDAY MORNING,. 21st May .. 

At ten o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjournment,. 
~d was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Young. 

On motion of Mr. Stites, it was 
Resolved, That three hundred copies of the report of th~ 

committees on the "Right 0£ Suffrage,"" Future Amendments 
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to the Constitution," and the "Executive Department," be 
severally printed. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, 
The convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, at ten 

o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING, 22d May. 

At ten o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjournment,. 
and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Starr. 

Mr. Ten Eyck, from the Committee on Bill of Rights, made 
the following report: 

The committee appointed to inquire into the expediency of 
adopting a bill of rights and privileges, report the following: 

I. All men are born equally free and independent, and have 
certain natural and unalienable rights, among which are 
those of enjoying life and liberty, acquiring, possessing, and 
protecting property, and of possessing and obtaining safety 
and happiness. 

II. All political power is inherent in the people; govern
ment is instituted for the protection, security, and benefit of 
the people, and they have the right at all times to alter or 
reform the same, and to abolish one form of government, and 
establish another, whenever the public good may require it. 

III. No person shall ever, within this state, be deprived of 
the inestimable privilege of worshipping Almighty God in a 
manner agreeable to the dictates of his own conscience, nor 
under any pretence whatever be compelled to attend any place 
of worship contrary to his faith and judgment; nor shall any 
person within this state ever be obliged to pay tithes, taxes,, 
or other rates, for the building or repairing any church or 
churches, place or places of worship, or for the maintenance 
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of any minister or ministers, contrary to what he believes ta 
be right, or has deliberately and voluntarily engaged himself 
to perform. 

IV. There shall be no establishment of any one religious
sect, in this state, in preference to another; and no inhabitant 
of this state shall be denied the enjoyment of any civil right, 
merely on account of his religious principles. 

V. Every person may freely speak, write, ·and publish his 
sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of 
that right: no law shall be passed to restrain or abridge the 
liberty of speech or of the press: in all prosecutions or indict- . 
ments for libels, the truth may be given in evidence to the 
jury; and if it shall appear to the jury that the matter charged 
as libellous is true, and was published with good motives and 
for justifiable ends, the party shall be acquitted ; and the jury 
shall have the right to determine the law and the fact. 

VI. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches 
and seizures, shall not be violated ; and no warrant shall issue 
but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation~ 
and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the 
papers and things to be seized. 

VII. The right of trial by jury shall continue inviolate. 

VIII. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall have 
the right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury ; to 
be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation ; to be 
confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory 
process for obtaining witnesses in his favour, and the assist
ance of counsel in his defence: 

IX. No person shall be held to answer for a criminal 
offence, unless on the presentment or indictment of a grand 
jury, except in cases of impeachment, or in cases cognizable 
by justices of the peace, or arising in the army or militia, 
when in actual service in time of war or public dauger. 

X. No person shall be twice put in danger of punishment 
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for the same offence: all persons shall, before conviction, be 
bailable by sufficient sureties, except for capital offences, when 
the proof is evident or presumption great. 

XI. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be 
suspended, unless when in case of rebellion or invasion the 
public safety may require it. 

XII. The military shall be in strict subordination to the 
civil power. 

XIII. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any 
house without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, 
but in a manner prescribed by law. 

XIV. Treason against the state shall consist, only, in levying 
war against it, or in adhering to its enemies, giving them aid 
and comfort: no person shall be convicted of treason, unless 
on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act or 
on confession in open court. 

XV. No bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law impair
ing the obligation of contracts, shall be passed. 

XVI. Excessive bail shall not be reriuired, excessive fines 
shall not be imposed, and cruel and unusual punishments 
shall· not be inflicted. 

XVII. Private property shall be held inviolate, but sub
ject to public use, provided a just compensation be made to 
the owner. 

XVIII. The people have the right freely to assemble to
gether, to consult for the common good, to make known their 
opinions to their representatives, and to petition for redress of 
grievances. 

JAMES PARKER, 
JNO. C. TBN EYCK, 
DAVID NAAR, 
JOHN BELL, 
JONATHAN PICKEL. 
M. JAQUES, 
JOSHUA SWAIN. 
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..... Which was read, laid on the table, and five hundred copies 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Browning, 
Ordered, That the several reports from the committees on 

" Bill of Rights," "Future Amendments to the Constitution," 
"Right of Suffrage," and "Executive Department," be taken -
up, and referred to the committee of the whole. 

The convention then resolved itself into committee of the 
whole, Mr. Wurts in the chair, upon the consideration of the 
report of the Committee on Future Amendments to the Con-
stitution, "' 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, re
ported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 

The convention adjourned to this afternoon, at three o'clock. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

The convention resoh·ed itself into committee of the whole, 
Mr. Wurts in the chair, upon the consideration of the unfin
ished business of the morning, being the report of the Com
mittee on Future Amendments to the Constitution, 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, re
ported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

The convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, at ten 
o'clock . . 
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TauasnAv MORNING, 23d May. 

At ten o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjournment, 
and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Beck. 

The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, 
Mr. Wurts in the chair, upon the consideration of the unfin· 
ished business of yesterday, being the report of the Commit
tee on Future Amendments to the Constitution, 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, re
ported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

The convention adjourned to this afternoon, at three o'clock. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn• 
ment. 

The president presented a communication from the secretary 
of state, transmitting copies of the census of the state, for the 
years 1830 and 1840, in accordance with a resolution hereto• 
fore passed for that purpose ; 

Which was read, laid on the table, and one hundred and 
twenty copies of the census ordered to be printed. 

The convention then resolved itself into committee of the 
whole, Mr. Wurts in the chair, upon the consideration of the 
unfinished business of th~ morning, being the report of the 
Committee on Future Amendments to the Constitution, 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, re
ported the same to the convention, with sundry amendments, 
and were discharged from the further consideration of the 
~ame. 

The convention adjourned till to-morrow motning, at ten 
o~clock, 
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FRIDAY MORNING, 24th May. 

At ten o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjournment, 
and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Hall. 

Mr. Parsons called up the resolution, offered some days 
since, relative to the appointment of a vice president, as fol· 
lows: 

Resolved, That a vice president of convention be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to officiate in the absence, or at the re
quest of the president, and who, while he so officiates, shall 
have all the powers, and perform all the duties of the presi
dent; 

Which was read and adopt~d. 

The convention then proceeded to the choice of a vice 
president; when, 

On motion of Mr. Hornblower, 
Alexander Wurts, of the county of Hunterdon, was unani· 

mously elected. 

On motion of Mr. Ryerson, it was 
Resolved, That the convention first act upon the reports of 

the several committees in committee of the whole1 before pro
ceeding to any final action in the convention on any of the 
reports. 

The convention then re~olved itself into committee of the 
whole, Mr. Stites in the chair, upon the consideration of the 
report of the Committee on the Right of Suffrage, 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, 
reported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

·The convention adjourned to this afternoon, at three o'clock. 
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At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, 
M:r. Stites in the chair, upon the consideration of the unfin
ished business of this morning, being the report of the Com
mittee on the Right of Suffrage; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, 
reported progress) and had leave to sit again. 

Mr. Ewing asked leave of absence during the morrow; 
Which was unanimously granted . 

Mr. Elmer asked, and obtained leave of absence during the 
morrow. 

The convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, at ten 
o'clock. 

SATURDAY MORNING, 25th May. 

At ten o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjournment, 
Md was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Kidder. 

The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, 
Mr. Haight in the chair, upon the consideration of the unfin
ished business of yesterday, being the report of the Committee 
on the Right of Suffrage ; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, 
reported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

On motion of Mr. Pickel, it was 
Ordered, That when this convention adjourns, it will adjourn 

to meet on Monday afternoon, at three o'clock: 

The convention then adjourned to Monday afternoon, at 
three o'clock. 

E 
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MoNDAY AFTERNOON, 27th May. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn· 
men1, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Reed. 

The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, 
Mr. Stites in the chair, upon the consideration of the unfin
ished business of Saturday, being the report of the Commit
tee on the Right of Suffrage ; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, 
reported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

The convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, at ten • 
o'clock. 

TUESDAY MORNING, 28th May. 

At ten o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjournment, 
and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Young. 

Mr. Vroom, from the Committee on the Legislative Depart
ment, made the following report: 

The committee to whom was referred the following resolu
tion: 

"R.esolved, That so much of the constitution, to be formed 
by this convention, as relates to the legislative department, be 
referred to a committee to report thereon," beg leave to report 
as follows: 

THE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

I. The legislative department of this state shall be vested in 
a Senate and General Assembly. 

II. The Senate shall be composed of one senator from each 
eounty in the state, elected by the legal voters of the counties, 
1·espectively, for three years: and each senator shall have one 
vote. 
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III. As soon as the Senate shall meet after the first election 
to be held in pursuance . of this constitution, they shall be di
vided, as equally as may be, into three classes. The seats of the 
senators of the first class shall be vacated at the expiration 
of the first year; of the second class, at the expiration of 
the second year; and of the third class, at the expiration of 
the third year; so that one-third may be elected every year: 
and if vacancies happen, by resignation or otherwise, the per
sons elected to supply such vacancies shall be elected for the 
unexpired terms only. 

IV. The members of the General Assembly shall be annu
ally elected by the legal voters of the counties, respectively, 
and shall be apportioned among the said counties according to 
the number of their inhabitants. The present apportionment 
to continue until the next census of the United States shall 
have been taken, when the same may be changed by the 
legislature, and shall then remain unaltered until another cen
sus shall have been taken; provided, that each county shall at 
all times be entitled to one member. 

V. Each house shall direct writs of election for supplying 
vacancies, occasioned by death, resignation, or otherwise; but 
if vacancies occur during the recess of the legislature, the 
writs may be is~ued by the governor, under such regulations 
as may be prescribed by law. 

VI. Each house shall be the judge of the elections, return~, 

and qualifications of its own members, and a majority of each 
shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller num
ber may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to 
compel the attendance of absent members, in such manner and 
under such penalties as each house may provide. 

VII. Each house shall choose its own officers, determine 
the rules of its proceedings, punish its members for disorderly 
behaviour, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, may expel 
a member. 

VIII. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, 



52 

and from time to time publish the same; and the yeas and 
nays of the members of either house, on any question, shall, 
at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on the 
journal. 

IX. Neither house, during the session of the legislature, 
shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than 
three days, nor to any other place than that in which the two 
houses shall be sitting. 

X. All bills and joint resolutions shall be read three times 
in each house, before the final passage thereof; and no bill 
or joint resolution shall pass, unless there be a majority of all 
the members of each body personally present and agreeing 
thereto. 

XI. The senators and members of the General Assembly 
shall receive a compensation for their services, to be ascer
tained by law, and paid out of the treasury of the state; 
which compensation shall not exceed the sum of three dollars 
per day for the period of forty days from the comrnencement 
of the session, and shall not exceed the sum of one dollar and 
fifty cents per day for the remainder of the said session. They 
shall also receive the sum of one dollar for every ten miles 
they shall travel, in going to and returning from their place 
of meeting, on the most usual route. The president of the 
Senate and the speaker of the House of Assembly shall, in 
virtue of their offices, receive an additional compensation, 
equal to one-third of their per diem allowance as members. 

XII. The senators and members of the General Assembly 
shall, in all cases except treason, felony, and breach of the 
peace, be privileged from arrest during their attendance at 
the sitting of their respective houses, and in going to and 
returning from the same; and for any speech or debate, in 
either house, they shall not be questioned in any other place. 

Xlll. No member of the Senate or General Assembly shall, 
during the time for which he was elected, be appointed to any 
civil office under the authority of this state which shall have 
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been created, or the emoluments whereof shall have been 
increased, during such time. 

XIV. If any member of the Senate or General Assembly 
shall be elected to represent this state in the Senate or House 
of Representatives of the United States, and shall accept 
thereof, or shall accept of any office or appointment under the 
government of the United States, his seat in the legislature of 
this state shall thereby be vacated. 

XV. That the legislative department may, as much. as pos· 
sible, be preserved from all suspicion of corruption, none of 
the judges of the supreme coll rt, or of any other court, 
sheriffs, nor any person or persons possessed of any office of 
profit under the government of this state, or of the United 
States, shall be entitled to a seat, either in the Senate or in the 
General Assembly; but that on being elected, and taking ,his 
seat, his office shall be considered v::icant. 

XVI. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the 
House of Assembly; but the Senate may propose or concur 
with amendments, as on other bills. 

XVII. No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but for 
appropriations made by law. 

XV JU. The credit of the state shall not be directly or indi
rectly loaned in any case. 

XIX. The legislature shall not, in any manner, create any 
debt or debts, liability or liabilities, of the state, which shall 
singly, or in the aggregate, at any time exceed one hundred 
thousand dollars, except for purposes of war, or to repel in
vasion, or to suppress insurrection, unless the same shall be 
authorized by a law for some single object or work, to be dis
tinctly specified therein; which law shall impose and provide 
for a direct annual tax sufficient, with such other appropria
tions as may be made therein, exclusive of loans, to pay the 
interest of such debt or liability as it falls due, and also to pay 
and discharge the principal of such debt or liability within 
twenty years -from the time of the contracting thereof: and no 
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such law shall take effect until it shall, at a general. election, 
have been submitted to the people, and have received the 
sanction of a majority of all the votes cast for or against it at 
such election; and all money to be raised by the authority of 
such Jaw shall be applied, only, to the specific object stated in 
such law, and to the payment of the debt thereby created. 

XX. The assent of two-thirds of the members elected to 
each house shall be requisite to the passage of every law 
appropriating public money or property to local or private 
use, and also lo the passage of every law granting prerogative 
rights or special privileges, or for creating, continuing, or 
renewing private corporations, ot!1er than those for religious, 
literary, or charitable purposes: and all such laws may be 
altered. modified , or repealed by the legislature, whenever, in 
their opinion, the public good may require it. 

XXL All charters for banks or money corporations shall be 
limited to the term of twenty years, but may be renewed. 

XXII. No county or township shall be created, nor shall the 
boundaries of any county or township be altered, without the 
assent of two-thirds of the whole number of members elected 
to each house to a law for that purpose, and without three 
months' public notice having been given of the time of apply
ing for such law. 

XXIII. No divorce shall be granted by the legislature. 

XXIV. No lottery shall be authorized by this state, and the 
legislature shall pass laws to prevent the sale of all lottery 
tickets, except in lotteries which may now be authorized by a 
law of this state. 

XXV. The legislature shall not pass any bill of attainder,, 
ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts •. 

XXVJ. To avoid improper influences, which may result 
from intermixing in one and the same act such things as have
no proper relation to each other, every law shall embrace but 
one object, and that shall be expressed in, the title~ 
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XXVII. The laws of this state shall begin in the following 
style: "Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of 
this state, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the 
same." 

XXVIII. The fund for the support of free schools, and all 
the proceeds thereof, dividends, stocks, and other property, 
now or hereafter to be appropriated for that purpo~e, shall 
remain a perpetual fund, without diminution of the principal 
by the legislature, and shall be sacredly devoted to the encour
agement and support of common schools, for the equal benefit 
of all the people of the state, in the mode prescribed, or here
after to be prescribed, by the legislature, and to no 6ther use 
or purpose whatever. 

XXIX. The General Assembly shall have the sole power of 
impeaching all civil officers of the state for corrupt conduct 
in office or for crimes and misdemeanors; but a majority of 
all the members elected shall be necessary to direct an im
peachment. 

X:XX. The Senate shall have the sole power to try all im
peachments, and, when sitting for that purpose, they shall be 
on oath or affirmation; and no person shall be convicted with
out the concurrence of two-thirds of the members pi·esent. 
Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend farther 
than to removal from office, and disqualification to hold and 
enjoy any office of honour, trust, or profit under this state; 
but the party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and sub
ject to indictment, trial, judgment, and punishment, according 
to law. 

Signed, by the committee, 
28th May, 1844. 

P. D. VROOM, 
W. B. EWING, 
PETER I. CLARKr 
T. G. HAIGHT, 
ROBT. GILCHRIST,, 
FRANCIS CHILD~ 
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I concur in this report, with the exception of the clause 
relating to county and tcwnship lines. 

CHARLES C. STRATTON. 

Which was read, laid on the table, and three hundred copies 
ordered to be printed. 

The convention then resolved itself into committee of the 
whole, Mr. Stites in the chai~, upon the consideration of the 
unfinished business of yesterday, being the report of the Com
mittee on the Right of Suffi·age; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, re
ported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

The convention adjourned to this afternoon, at three o'clock. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

The convention resolved itself into committee of the 
whole, Mr. Stites in the chair, upon the consideration of the 
unfinished business of the rooming, being the report of the 
Committee on the Right of Suffrage; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, 
and reported the same to the convention, with sundry amend
ments, and, 

On motion of Mr. Stites, were discharged from the further 
consideration of the same. 

The report and amendments were ordered to lie on the tab}(;J 
and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Child, it wa~ 
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Ordered, That when this convention adjourns, it will 
adjourn to meet to-mmTO\V morning, at eight o'clock. 

The convention then adjourned till to-morrow morning, at 
eight o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING, 29th May. 

At eight o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment, and vrns opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Hall. 

On motion of Mr. Randolph, it was 
Resolved, That the stated hour for the meeting of the con

vention be at nine o'clock A. M., until otherwise ordered by 
the convention. 

The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, 
Mr. Haight in the chair, upon the consideration of the report 
of the Committee on a Bill of Rights and Privileges; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, re
ported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, it was 
Ordered, That when this convention adjourns, it will ad

journ to meet to-morrow morning, at nine o'clock. 

The convention then adjourned till to-morrow morning, at 
nine o'clock. 

THURSDAY MORNING, 30th May. 

At nine o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjournmcnl, 
and was _oponod with pra.;rcr by llit: Kev. ]\fr. Starr. 
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Mr. Vanarsdale, from the Committee on the Judiciary De
partment, made the following report : 

T he committee appointed by this convention on the judici
ary department of the constitution to be formed, respectfully 
report-

!. That the judicial power of this state shall be vested in a 
court of errors and appeals in the last resort in all causes, as 
heretofore; a court for the trial of impeachments; a court of 
chancery; a prerogative court; a supreme court, and such 
other courts as now exist, and as may be ordained and esta
blished by the legislature. 

The court of errors and appeals shall consist of the chan
cellor, the justices of the supreme court, and six judges, or a 
major part of them; which judges are to be appointed for six 
years . 

Immediately after the court shall first assemble, the chan
cellor, or, in his absence, the chief justice, or any justice of the 
supreme court, shall arrange the six judges in such manner 
that the seat of one of them shall be vacated every year, in 
order that thereafter one judge may be annually appointed. 

Such of the six judges as shall attend the court, shall re
ceive, respectively, such per diem compensation as shall be 
provided by law. 

The secretary of state shall be the clerk of this court. 
When an appeal from an order or decree shall be heard, the 

chancellor shall inform the court, in writiug, of the reasons for 
his order or decree; but he shall not sit as a member, or have 
a voice in the hearing or final sentence. 

When a writ of error shall be brought, no justice who has 
given a judicial opinion or judgment ih the cause, in favour of 
or against any error complained of, shall sit as a member, or 
have a voice on the hearing, or for its affirmance or reversal; 
but the reasons for such opinion or judgment shall be assigned 
to the court in writing. 

II. The House of Assembly shall have the sole power of im
peaching ; and all impeachmonto oho.ll bo triod hy the Senate: 
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the members, when sitting for that purpose, to be on oath or 
affirmation "truly and impartially to try and determine the 
charge in question : and no person shall be convicted without 
the concurrence of two-thirds of the members of the Senate 
present. 

When a governor or chancellor is tried, the chief justice 
shall preside; and when a chief justice or an associate justice 
of the supreme court is tried, the chancellor shall preside. 
When the chancellor or chiefjustice shall preside, he shall 
have a vote when the members are equally divided on prelim
inary questions, but shall have no other vote. 

The person impeached shall be suspended from exercising 
his office until his acquittal; and the judgment shall not extend 
farther than to removal from office and to disqualification to 
hold and enjoy any office of honour, profit, or trust under this 
state; but the party convicted shall nevertheless be liable to 
indictment, trial, and punishment according to law. 

The secretary of state shall be clerk of this court. 

III. The court of chancery shall consist of a chancellor, who 
lShall be appointed in the same manner, hold his office for the 
1ike term, and receive the same salary as the chief justice of 
the supreme court. 

IV. The chancellor shall be the ordinary, or surrogate ge
neral, of the prerogative court. 

All persons aggrieved by any order, sentence, or decree of 
the orphans' court, may appeal from the same, or from any 
part thereof, to the prerogative court; but such order, sen
tence, or decree shall not be removed into the supreme court, 
if the subject matter thereof be within the jurisdiction of the 
orphans' court. 

The secretary of state shall be the register of the prerogative 
court, and shall perform the duties required of him by law in 
that respect. 

V. The supreme court shall consist of a chief justice and 
live associate justices. 

Six several terms of the court shall be held in each year. 
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Two of the said terms shall be held in the eastern part of the 
state, two in the middle part of the state, and two in the west
ern part of the state, at such times and places as the legisla· 
ture, from time to time, may ordain and establish. 

Any one or more, and not exceeding three of the justices, 
shall hold the said courts at any of the said terms; but the 
concurrence of two of the justices shall be necessary to a 
decision in every controverted matter: and the said justices 
shall arrange among themselves to hold the ~ourts, alternately, 
at said terms. 

The present clerk of the supreme court, during his con
tinuance in office, shall attend all said courts personally, or by 
a deputy appointed by him to act in his stead, until the legis
lature shall prescribe which of the said courts he shall stated
ly attend: and whenever there shall be two or more clerks of 
the said supreme court in office, each one, on the first and third 
Mondays in every month, shall transmit to the other, or others, 
a duly certified transcript of all the judgments which shall 
have been docketed since that time, and afterwards, since the 
time of making the previous transcript; which shall be a true 
transcript of the original docket that is to be kept in his office: 
and that no inconvenience may arise from this article being 
carried into effect, the supreme court shall continue to be held 
at the times and place when and where it is now held, until 
the fourth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and forty
five. 

VI. One of the justices of the supreme court for the time 
being shall be one of the judges of the orphans' court now 
-existing in and for the several counties of this state, in all cases, 
except every regular term of the said orphans' courts when no 
circuit court is held in the county, such orphans' court may 
be held without a justice of the supreme court; but nothing in 
this article contained shall at any time hereafter abridge or 
restrain the power of the legislature to alter, change, or annul 
the same, and ordain otherwise, as the public interest may 
require. 
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VII. There shall be not less than three, nor more than seven 
j udges of the inferior court of common pleas, in and for each 
of the several counties of this state. 

This provision shall take effect in each county, when the 
number of said judges now in office in said county shall not 
exceed seven. 

VIII. T here shall not be less than two justices of the peace 
for the number of townships in each county in this state, nor 
more than -- justices of the peace in and for any of said 
counties; and this provision shall take effect in each county, 
when the number of said justices now in office in said county 
shall not exceed ---. 

IX. All justices of the supreme court, and all other judicial 
officers now holding any office or appointment from the joint
meeting of the legislature of this state, shall, respectively, con• 
tinue in the exercise of the duties of their respective offices, 
according to their appointments, for the times allowed by law. 

By order of the committee. 

ELIAS VANARSDALE, Chairman. 

Dated 30th May, 1844. 

Which was read, laid on the table, .rnd three hundred 
(:Opies ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Randolph, of the same commi(tee, offered the follow
ing, as a substitute fo r articles six and seven of the foregoing 
report: 

Art. VI. T he orphans' court, and the court of oyer and 
terminer and general jail delivery, in each county of the state, 
shall be held by one of the justices of the supreme court and 
the judges of the infe rior court of common pleas appointed 
under this constitution, or by any three of them. 

Art. VII. From amongst the judges of the infel'ior court of 
common pleas, now holding commissions in the respective 
counties of the state, five shall be selected and appointed to be 
judges of said court_ under this constitution; and after the 

I<' 
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comm1ss1ons of the judges now in office shall expire, there 
shall be but five judges of said courts. The judges of the 
said court shall be appointed for the term of five years, and 
at the first term, thereof, held in the respective counties, they 
shall arrange themselves in such manner that the seat of one 
of them shall be vacated every year, in order that one judge 
may be annually appointed or re-appointed. The legislature 
may at any time hereafter increase or lessen the number of 
associate justices of the supreme court, or change the mode, 
or terms, or places, of holding the same. The mode of ap· 
pointing the six judges of the court of appeals may be 
changed, and their number increased, so that they shall ne
ver exceed in number the justices of the supreme court 
and the chancellor. The legislature may also ab9lishr or 
otherwise alter, any of the courts of the state, except those 
specified in the first article; but the number of judges of the 
inferior court of common pleas and of justices of the peace, 
in the respective counties and townships, shall never be 
increased. 

Which was read, ordered to lie on the table, and be printed 
with the report of the Committee on the Judiciary Depart
ment. 

The convention then resolved itself into committee of the 
whole, Mr. Haight in the chair, upon the consideration of the 
unfinished business of yesterday, being the report of the Com
mittee on a Bill of Rights and Privileges; 

And, after some time spent.therein, the committee rose, re• 
ported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

The convention then adjourned to this afternoon, at three 
o'clock. 
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At three o'.clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

Mr. Stokes presented a petition from sundry coloured inhab
itants, praying to be admitted to the right of suffrage; 

Which was read, and, on motion of Mr. J. R. Thomson, 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

The convention then resolved itself into committee of the 
whole, Mr. Haight in the chair, upon the consideration of the 
unfinished business of the morning, being the report of the 
Committee on a Bill of Rights and Privileges; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose,. 
reported the same to the convention, with sundry amendments, 
and were discharged from the further consideration of the 
same. 

On motion of Mr. Ewing, it was 
Ordered, That the report and amendments do lie on the 

table, and one hundred and twenty copies thereof be printed. 

The convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, at nine 
o'clock. 

FRIDAY MORNING, 31st May. 

At nine o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Hall. 

Mr. Jaques offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That a select committee of five be appointed to 

inquire into the propriety of instituting a court, to be called 
the court of reconciliation, and that they report thereon; 

Which was read, adopted, and 
Messrs. Jaques, Naar, Edsall, Westervelt, and R. S. Ken

nedy were appointed said committee. 
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Mr. R. P. Thompson moved to rescind the resolution here
tofore adopted, as follows: 

"Resolved, That the convention first act upon the reports of 
the several committees in committee of the whole, before pro
ceeding to final action in the convention upon any of the 
reports;" 

Which motion was not agreed to. 

The convention then resolved itself into committee of the 
whole, Mr. Stratton in the chair, upon the consideration of 
the report of the Committee on the Executive Department; 

And, after some time spent therein, the com.mittee rose, 
reported progress, and had leave to sit again. ' 

On motion of Mr. Clark, 

The convention adjourned to this afternoon, at three o'clock. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

Mr. Stokes presented a petition from sundry coloured inha
bitants of New Jersey, praying to be admitted to the right of 
suffrage; 

Which was read, and 
Mr. Hornblower moved that the petition, together with the 

one presented yesterday on the same subject, be referred to a 
select committee of five; 

Which motion was disagreed to. 

On motion of Mr. J. R. Thomson, 
The petition was ordered to lie on the table. 

The convention then resolved itself into committee of the 
whole, Mr. Stratton in the chair, upon the consideration of the 
unfinished business of the morning, being the report of the 
Committee on the Executive Department; 
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And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, re
ported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

The convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, at nine 
o'clock. 

SATURDAY MORNlNG, 1st June. 

At nine o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjournment, 
and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Kidder. 

The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, 
Mr. Stratton in the chair, upon the consideration of the unfin
ished business of yesterday, being the report of the Commit
tee on the Executive Department; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, re
ported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

The convention adjourned to this afternoon, at three o'clock. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

A quorum not appearing present, 

The convention adjourned to Monday afternoon, at thtee 
o'clock. 

MoNDAY AFTERNOON, 3d June. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Reed. 

On motion of Mr. Vanarsdale, it was 
Resolved, That the committee to whom is referred all mat

ters not referred to other committees, report whether it is ad
visable • that the secretary of state, ex officio, shall assist the 

F2 
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committee.appointed by the legislature to settle the accounts 
of the treasurer, and shall prepare, annually, an account of all 
charges which ought to be made by the state against him, and 
carefully examine all discharges for which he claims allow
ance. 

Mr. Elmer asked, and obtained leave of absence. 

The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, 
Mr. Stratton in the chair, upon the consideration of the unfin
jshed business of Saturday, being the report of the Committee 
on the Executive Department; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, re-
ported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

Mr. Vroom asked, and obtained leave of absence. 

On motion of Mr. Hornblower, 

The convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, at nine 
o'clock. 

TuESDAY MORNING, 4th June. 

At nine o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjournment, 
and was opened with prayer by the Rev . . Mr. Hall. 

The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole , 
l\lr. Stratton in the chair, upon the consideration of the unfin
ished business of yesterday, being the report of the Committee 
on the Executive Department; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, re
ported the same to the convention, with sundry amendments, 
and were discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Wood, it was 
Ordered, That the report and amendments do lie on the 

table and be printed. 

The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole,. 
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.Mr. Stokes in the chair, upon the consideration of the report 
of the Committee on the Judiciary Department; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose·, re
ported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

The convention adjourned to this afternoon, at three o'clock. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

On motion of Mr. Ewing, 
The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, 

Mr. Stokes in the chair, upon the consideration of the unfin
ished business of the morning, being the report of the Commit
tee on the Judiciary Department; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, re
ported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

On motion of Mr. J. R. Thomson, 

The convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, at nlt1e 
o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING, 5th June. 

At nine o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjournmentr 
and was opened wit4 prayer by the Rev. Mr. Deruelle. 

On motion of Mr. Ryerson, 
The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, 

Mr. Stokes in the chair, upon the consideration of the unfin
ished business of yesterday, being the report of the Committee 
on the Judiciary Department; 
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And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, 
reported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

On motion of Mr. R. P. Thompson, 

The convention adjourned to this afternoon, at three o'clock. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

On motion of Mr. Ewing, 
The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, 

Mr. Stokes in the chair, upon the consideration of the unfin
ished business of the morning, being the report of the Commit
tee on the Judiciary Department; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose-r re
ported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

On motion of Mr. R. P. Thompson, 

The convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, at nine 
o'clock. 

THURSDAY MORNING, 6th June·. 

At nine o'clock the corvention met, pursuant to adjourn· 
ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Starr. 

Mr. Sickler offered the following: 
Resolved, That it is the privilege, as well as the duty of this 

convention, to continue i~s sessions, without respect to the law 
under which we are assembled, until we have completed our 
work;. 
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Which was read, and, on motion of Mr. Randolph, was or
dered to be postponed. 

On motion of Mr. Ewing, 
The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, 

Mr. Stokes in the chair, upon the consideration of the unfin
ished business of yesterday, being the report of the Committee 
on the Judiciary Department; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, re
ported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

On motion of Mr. Parsons, 

The convention adjourned to this afternoon, at three o'clock. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, it was 
Resolved, That the secretary of state be requested to inform 

this convention the number of judges of the inferior court of 
common pleas and justices of the peace now in commission 
in the several counties of this state, distinguishing the number 
in each county, and the month and year in which they were 
respectively appointed. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, 
The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, 

Mr. Stokes in the chair, upon the consideration of the unfin
ished business of the morning, being the report of the Commit
tee on the Judiciary Department; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, re
ported the same to the convention, with sundry amendments, 
and were discharged from the further consideration thereof. 
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On motion of Mr. Allen, 
Ordered, That the same do lie on the table and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. R. P. Thompson, 

The convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, at nine 
o?clock. 

FRIDAY MORNING, 7th June. 

At nine o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Reed. 

Mr. Dickerson, from the Committee on the Appointing Pow
er, made the following report: 

APPOINTING POWER AND TENURE OF OFFICE. 

The committee to whom was referred so much of the con
stitution " as relates to the power of appointment to office, and 
the tenure thereof,'' beg leave to report-

!. .Militia Officers. 

I. The legislature shall provide by law for enrolling, organ
izing, and arming the militia. 

2. Captains, subalterns, and non-commissioned officers 
shall be elected by the members of their respective companies. 

3. Field officers of regiments and of independent battalions 
sha ll be elected by the commissioned officers of their respec
tive regiments or battalions. 

4. Brigadier generals shall be elected by the field officers 
of their respective brigades. 

5. Major generals shall be nominated by the governor, and 
appointed by him, with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

6. The legislature shall provide, by law, the time and man
ner of electing militia officers, and of certifying their elec
tions to the governor, who shall grant their commissions and 
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determine their rank, when not determined by law; and no 
commissioned officer shall be removed from office but by the 
sentence of a court martial, pursuant to law. 

7. In case the electors of subalterns, captains, or field 
officers, shall refuse or neglect to make such elections, the 
governor shall have power to appoint such officers, and to fill 
all vacancies occasioned by such refusal or neglect. 

8. Brigade inspectors shall be chosen by the field offit:ers 
of their respective brigades. 

!J. The governor shall a,ppoint the adjutant general, com
missary general, and all other militia officers not otherwise 
provided for in this constitution. 

10. Major generals, brigadier generals, and commanding 
officers of regiments and independent battaliqns, shall appoint 
the staff officers of their di visions, brigades, regiments, and 
independent battalions, respectively. 

11. All militia officers now in commission shall continue in 
office as if this constitution had not been made. 

II. Civil Officers. 

1. Justices of the supreme court, chancellor, and judges of 
the court of errors and appeals, shall be nominated by the gov
ernor, and appointed by him, with the advice and consent of 
the Senate. 

The justices of the supreme cotll't and chancellor shall hold 
their offices for the term of seven years; shall, at stated times, 
receive for their services a compensation, which shall not be 
diminished during their continuance in office : and -they shall 
hold no other office under the state or United States govern
ment. 

2. Judges of the courts of common pleas shall be nominated 
by the governor, and appointed by him, with the advice and 
consent of the Senate. 

They shall hold their offices fol' five years; except when 
appointed to fill vacancies, they shall hold for the unexpired. 
term only. 

a. The treasurer and keeper and inspectors of the state 
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prison shall be appointed by the Senate and General Assembly, 
in joint-meeting, and commissioned by the governor. 

They shall hold their offices for one year, and until their 
successors shall be duly qualified into office. 

4. Attorney generals, prosecutors of the pleas, clerks of the 
supreme court and court of chancery, and secretary of state, 
shall be nominated by the governor, and appointed by him, 
with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

They shall hold their offi~es for five years. 
5. Mayors, recorders, aldermen, and other officers of cities 

and boroughs, shall be elected or appointed, and shall hold 
their repecrive offices in the manner, and for the time or times, 
provided in their respective charters. 

6. Law reporters shall be appointed by the justices of the 
supreme court, or a majority of them; and chancery report
ers shall be appointed by the chancellor. 

They shall hold their offices for five years. 
7. Clerks and surrogates of counties shall be elected by the 

people of their respective counties, at the annual elections for 
members of the General Assembly of this state. 

They shall be commissioned by the governor, and hold their 
offices for five years. 

S. Sheriffs and coroners shall be elected annually, by the 
people of !heir respective counties, at the annual elections for 
members of the General Assembly of this state. 

They may be re-elected until they shall have served three 
years, but no longer, after which, three years must elapse 
before they can be again elected. 

They shall be commissioned by the governor. 

9. Constables and freeholders shall be elected every year, 
at the annual town-meetings of the townships in the several 
counties of the state • 

. 10. Justices of the peace- shall be elected, by ballot, at the 
annual meetings of the townships in the several counties of the 
state, and of the several wards in the city of Newark. 

They shall be commissioned by the governor, for the county, 
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-:and their commissions shall bear date and take effect on the 
first day of May next after their election. 

They shall hold their offices for five years: except when 
elected to fill vacancies, they shal1 hold for the unexpired 
term only; provided, that the commission of any justice of the 
J!leace shall l;iecome vacant on his ceasing to reside in the 
township in which he was elected. 

The first election for justices of the peace shall take place at 
the next annual town meetings of the townships in the several 
counties of the state and of the several wards in city of Newark. 

In all elections of justices of the peace, if no more than two 
are to be elected in the township or ward, no elector shall vote 
for more than one person; if no more than four are to be 
elected, no elector shall vote for mope than two; and if five 
are to be elected, no elector shall vote for more than three. 

l l. All other officers, not otherwise provided by law, 
shall be nominated by the governor, and appointed by him, 
with the advice a11d consent of the Senate; and they siiau 
hold their offices for the time prescribed by law. 

12. United .States senators shall be chosen by the Senate 
and General Assembly, in joint-meeting. 

They shall be commissioned by the governor. 

MARLON DICKERSON, Chairman, 

Which was read, and 
1\1r. Ewing moved, 
That the report be recommitted, with instructions, for the 

<purpose of changing the appointment of the chancellor, the 
judges of the supreme court, and court of error&, the . judges · 
"Of the common pleas, the atlotney general, &c., from the gov
~rnor and Senate, to the joint-meeting, as under the old con
:stitution; 

Which motion was disagreed · to. 

On motion of Mr. Zabriskie, 
The report was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

G 

' 

' 
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Mr. Parsons offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the committee upon such parts of the con· 

stitution as were not referred to the several special committees, 
be requested to take into consideration · the expediency of pro
viding in the constitution for a state enumeration of the inhab
itants of this state every ten years, commencing in the year 
1845; 

Which was read, and referred to the committee on that 
subject. 

Mr. Wurts called up the resolution, offered yesterday, with 
regard to the power and duty of the convention to continue jts 
sessions; 

Which was read, and 
Mr. Wurts moved that the same be dismissed from the files 

of the convention: 
Pending the consideration whereof, 
¥r. Sickler asked, and obtained leave to withdraw the 

resolution. 

On motion of Mr. Ryerson, 
The convention resolved itself into committee of the 

whole, Mr. Cassedy in the chair, upon the consideration of the 
report of the Committee on the Legislative Department; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, re
ported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, 

The convention adjourned till this afternoon, at three o'clock. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn• 
ment. 

The vice president presented a communication from the 
secretary of state, transmitting, pursuant to the resolution 
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heretofore passed, a list of appointments of judges and justices, 
for the several counties in this state, from 25th October, 1839, 
to 13th March, 1844; 

Which was read, and, 
On motion of Mr. Ryerson, 
Ordered, That the same do lie upon the table. 

On mqtion of Mr. R. P. Thompson, 
"The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, 

Mr. Cassedy in the chair, upon the consideration of the unfin
ished business of the morning, being the report of the Com
mittee on the Legislative Department; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, 
reported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

On motion of Mr. Zabriskie, 

The convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, at nine 
o'clock. 

SATURDAY MORNING, 8th June. 

At nine o'clock the convention" met, and was opened with 
prayer by the Rev. Mr. Young. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, 
The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, 

Mr. Cassedy in the chair, upon the consideration of the unfin" 
ished business of yesterday, being the report of the Committee 
on the Legislative Department; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, 
reported p1:ogress, and had leave to sit again. 

Mr. Field offered the following, as a substitute for Art. XXII 
of the report of the committee on the Legislative Department: 

"No law for the creation of a township or county shall take 
effect until it shall, at a special election, to be ordered for that 
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purpose, have been submitted to the people residing within-the
bounds of such proposed county or township, and have re
ceived a majonty of all the votes cast for and :igainst it, at 
such election : and no law which has for its object to annex a 
county or township, or any part thereof, to another county 
or township, shall take effect until it shaU, at a special elec
tion, to be ordered for that purpose, have been submitted to the 
people residing within the bounds of the county or township, 
or the part thereof, thus proposed to be annexed, and have 
received a majority of all the votes cast for and against it at 
such election: and public notice shall be given of the time of 
applying for such laws, in one of the newspapers printed and 
published in this state, thirty days before the preceding annual 
election for members of the legislature"; 

Which was read, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Stratton offered the following, as a substitute fou the 
same article of the same report: 

"No law shall be passed to create counties or alter county 
lines, unless the territory proposed to be set off into_ a new 
county,_ and the territory left in the county or counties affected 
thereby, shall severally be entitled, by the population embraced, 
in each, to two representatives in the General Assembly"; 

Which was read, and ordered to lie on the. table and be 
printed: 

Mr. Browning offered the following: 
"The powers. of the government shall be divided into three 

distinct departments, the legislative, executive and judicial; and 
no person or persons belonging to, or constituting one of these 
departments, shall exercise any of the powers properly belong~ 
ing to eithe.r of the others, except as herein expressly pro
vided"; 

Which was read, and referred to the Committee on subjectS: 
n.ot referred to other committees. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, it was 
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Ordered, That when this convention adjourns, it will adjourn 
to meet on Monday afternoon, at three o'clock. 

The convention then adjourned to Monday afternoon, at 
three o'clock. 

MoNDAY AFTERNOON, 10th June. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
men1, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Kidder. 

On motion of Mr. Ewing, 
The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, 

Mr. Cassedy in the chair, upon the consideration of the unfin
ished business of Saturday, being the report of the Commit
tee on the Legislative Department; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, 
reported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

On motion of Mr. Ryerson, 

The convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, at nine 
o'clock. · 

TuESDAY MORNING, 11th June. 

At nine o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. _Wack. 

On motion of Mr. Randolph, 
The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, 

Mr. Cassedy in the chair, upon the consideration of the unfin
G 2 

, 
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ished business of yesterday, being the report of the Committee' 
or the Legislative Department; . 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, re
ported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

On motion of Mr. Mickle, 

The· convention adjourned to this afternoon,at thr.ee o'clock . . 

At three o'clock the convention met,.pursuant to adjourn-
ment. 

On motion of Mr. Wills, 
The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, 

Mr. Cassedy in the chair, upon the consideration of the unfin
ished business of the morning, being the report of the Commit;. 
tee on the Legislative Department; 

And, after some time spenftherein, the committee rose, re· 
ported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

On motion of Mr~ Mickle, 

The convention adjourned till to-morrow morning,_ at ninll! 
o'clock. 

w EDNESDAY MORNING, 12th June;. 

At nine o'clock the convention met; pursuant to adjourn
merit, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Hall. 

Mr. -:Jaques, from the · select committee appointed to inquire 
into the propriety of instituting a court of reconciliation, made 
·the following report:. 
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The committee to whom was referred the following resoll.fr 

tion, viz: 
"Resolved, That a select committee of five be appointed to 

inquire into the propriety of instituting a court, to be called the 
court of reconciliation, and that they report thereon," report-

That your committee, having had under consideration the 
subject submitted to them, have made diligent inquiry, and 
have been informed that courts exist in one of the governments 
of Europe, and perhnps in more, constituted for the purpose of 
inducing reconcifiation in all rnaUers of controversy, previous 
to the recourse to legal proceedings. Your committee win 
briefly delineate the formation and duties of those courts. 

In each town, or precinct, two persons are chosen by the 
people, who sit one day in each week, for the receiving of 
complaints, issuing summonses for the appearance of partie3 
at the next regular day of meeting, and for hearing the 
parties already summoned. The courts sit with closed doors, 
and none but the parties themselves, or their special attorneys, 
are pennitted to be present. The duty of the court is to hear 
the complaints and reply of the parties, and to endeavour to 
induce them to adjust their differences amicably. As an abso
lute rule, nothing that passes in the court, is divulged by the 
members of it, and is forbidden as evidence in the courts of 
law. Should the attempt for reconci-liation fail, the court 
grants to each of the parties a certificate, stating that they 
had appeared, but did not reconcile their difforences. These 
certificates are required by the courts of law, in orqer to 
oblige parties to seek reconciliation. 

The fee of this proceeding is very trifling, aud is paid by 
one or both of the parties, as may be decided by the recon
ciling judges. 

Your committee suppose that it is unnecessary for them to 
say anything in recommendation of a tribunal so simple in its 
formation, and so evidently useful; but they cannot refrain from 
calling the attention of the convention to the fact of the num
berless cases which are subjects of lengthy, expensive, and 
vexatious lawsuits, which have their origin in trifling differ• 
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ences between neighbours and friends, and which the amica· 
ble agency of a third party could reconcile and set for ever 
at rest. 

Your committee, being aware that the proposition submit
ted to them is of a novel character, believe that the extent of 
their duty will be complied with by submitting, in addition to 
the remarks already made, the recommendation that there be 
engrafted on the constitution, in the first section of the report 
of the judiciary committee, the words-

That the legislature may ordain and establish courts of 
reconciliation. 

M. JAQUES, Chairman. 

Which was read, and, 
On motion of Mr. Pickel, was ordered to lie on the table 

and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Ewing, 
The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, 

Mr. Cassedy in the chair, upon the consideration of the unfin
ished business of yesterday, being the .report of the Committee 
on the Legislative Department; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, and 
reported the same to the convention, with sundry amendments, 
and were discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

On motion of Mi'. Randolph, 
Ordered, That the report and amendments lie on the table, 

and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Field, 
Ordered, That the subject of common schools be referred 

to a select committee of five. 
Messrs. Field, Sti>kes, Parker, Halsted, and Ryerson were 

appointed on said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Ewing, 
The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, 

.Mr. Parsons in the chair, upon the consideration of the report 
of the Committee on the Appointing Power and Tenure of 
Office; 
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And, afler some time spent therein, the committee rose, re,_ 
ported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

On motion of Mr. J. R. Thomson, 

The convention adjourned to this afternoon, at three o'clock. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adj.ourn
ment . 

. On motion of Mr. Ewing, 
The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, 

Mr. Parsons in the chair, upon the consideration of the un
finished business of the morning, being the report of the 
Committee on the Appointting Power an<l Tenure of Of
fice; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, re
ported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

On motion of Mr. Child, 

The convention adjourned till to·morrow morning, at nine 
o'clock. 

; 

THURSDAY MORNING, 13th June. 

At nine o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment, and .was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Starr. 

Mr. Spencer, from the Committee on :::iubjects not referred 
to other Committees, made the following report~ 
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The committee to whom was referred the following resolu
tion: 

"Resolved, That so much thereof, as is not embraced in the 
foregoing resolutions, be referred to a committee to report 
thereon," beg leave to report-

I. Preamble. 

We, the people of the State of New Jersey, grateful to 
Almighty God for the civil and religious liberty which He 
hath so long permitted us to enjoy, and looking to Him for a 
blessing upon our endeavours to secure and to transmit the 

· same unimpaired to succeeding generations, do ordain and es
tablish this constitution. 

IL Distribution of the Powers of Government. 

The powers of the government shall be divided into three 
distinct departments-the legislative, executive, and judicial; 
and no person or persons belonging to, or constituting one 
of these departments, shall exercise any of the powers pro
perly belonging to either of the others, except as herein ex
pressly provided for. 

III. Schedule. 

That no inconvenience may arise from the change in the 
constitution of this state, and in order to carry the same into 
complete operation, it is hereby ordained and declared, that-

1. All laws now in force in the state of New Jersey, not re
pugnant to this constitution, shall remain in force until they 
expire by their own limitation, or be altered or repealed by 
the legislature; and all writs, actions, prosecutions, contracts, 
claims, and rights of individuals and of bodies corporate, 
shall continue as if no change had taken place. 

2. All officers now filling any office or appointment, shall 
continue in the exercise of the duties of their respective offices 
or appointments, for the term for which they have been com
missioned or appointed, unless, by this constitution, it is other
wise directed. 

3. The present governor of this state shall continue in office 



83 

until a successor, elected under this constitution, shall be 
sworn or affirmed into office. 

4. In case of the death, resignation, or disability of the 
present governor, then the person who may be vice presi
dent of Council at the time of the adoption of this constitu
tion shall conti,iue in office, and administer the government 
of this state, until a governor of this state shall have been 
elected and sworn or affirmed into office under this consti
tution. 

5. The seal of the state shall be kept by the governor, 
and used by him officially, and shall be called the great seal 
of the State of New Jersey. 

6. All grants and commissions shall be in the name and 
by the authority of the State of New Jersey, sealed with the 
seal, signed by the governor, and countersigned by the secre
tary, and shall run thus: "The State of New Jersey to 
-- ---, greeting:" and all writs shall be , in the name 
of the state; and all indictments shall conclude in the follow
ing manner, viz: "against the peace of this state, the govern
ment and dignity of the same." 

7. Members of the legislature, and all officers commissioned 
by authority of this state, shall, before they enter on the duties 
of their respective offices, take and subscribe the following oath 
and affirmation: "I do solemnly swear, or affirm, as the case 
may be, that I will support the constitution of the United States 
and the constitution of the State of New Jersey, and that I 
will faithfully discharge the duties of the office of ---, ac
cording to the best of my ability." And members elect of the 
Senate or General Assembly are hereby empowered to admin· 
ister to each other the said oath or affirmation. 

8. This constitution shall go into operation on the - day 
of--. 

IV. Provisional .11.rticles. 

I. The secretary of state shall be ex officio an auditor of 
the accounts of the treasurer, and, as such, it shall be his duty 

' 

' 
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to assist the legis·lature in the aqnual examination and settle· 
ment of his accounts. 

2. All property in the state of New Jersey shall be taxed ac· 
cording to its value, that value to 'be ascertained in such man
ner as the legislature shall direct, so that the same shall be 
equal and uniform throughout the state. No one species of 
property, from which a tax may be collected, shall be taxed 
higher than any other species of property of equal value; pro· 
vided nevertheless, the legislature shall have power to tax spe· 
dal privileges, in such manner as they may from time to time 
airect. 

-

J. J. SPENCER, 
R. LAIRD, 
EPHRAIM MARSH, 
WILLIAM STITES, 
P. B. KENNEDY, 
JNO. H. LAMBERT, 
GEO. F. FORT. 

Which was tead, laid on the table, and, 

'On motion of Mr. Ten Eyck, 
'Three hundred copies were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Jaques submitted the following resolL1tion: 
Resolved, That the chairman of the following committees, 

viz: the Judicial, Legislative, Executive, Bill of Rights, 
Amendments, Right of Suffrage, Appointing Power, and Sub
jects not referred to other committees, be now constituted a 
committee to arrange and unite the several reports, as acted 
upon by the committee of the whole, and present them, in a 
connected form, for the consideration of the convention; 

Which was read, and, on motion of Mr. Wurts, V. P., 
was 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Child, 
The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, 

Mr. Parsons in the chair, upon the co~sideration of the unfin· 
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ished business of yesterday, being the report of the CommitteQ 
on the Appointing Power and Tenure of Office; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, 
reported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

On motion of Mr. Mickle, 

The convention adjourned to this afternoon, at three o'clock· 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

On motion of Mr. Wills, 
The convention resolved itself into committee of the 

whole, Mr. Parsons in the chair, upon the consideration of the 
unfinished business of the morning, being the report of the 
Committee on the Apppointing Power and Tenure of Office; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, 
reported the same to the convention, with sundry amendments, 
and were discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Parsons, 
The report and amendments were laid on the table, a_nd 

ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Mickle, 

The convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, at nine 
o'clock. 

FRIDAY MORNING, 14th June. 

At nine o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn· 
ment, and was epened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Beck. 

H 
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On motion of Mr. Pickel, 
The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, 

Mr. Schenck in the chair, upon the consideration of the 
report of the Committee on subjects not referred to other 
committees; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, 
reported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

On motion of Mr. Mickle, 

The convention adjourned to this afternoon, at three o'clock. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

On motion of Mr. Stites, 
The convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, 

Mr. Schenck in the chair, upon the consideration of the unfin
ished business of the morning, being the report of the Commit
tee on subjects not referred to other committees; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, re
ported the same to the convention, with sundry amendments, 
and were discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Wood, 
The report and amendments were ordered to lie on the 

table, and be printed. 

Mr. Field, from the select committee to which had been 
referred the subject of common schools, submitted the follow~ 
ing report: 

The committee to whom was referred the subject of com
mon schools, beg leave to report, that the following provision 
ought to be inserted in the constitution: 

The fund for the support of free schools, and all money, 
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stock, and other property, which may hereafter be appropri
ated for that purpose, shall be securely invested, and remain a 
perpetual fund ; and the income thereof, except so much as it 
may be judged expedient to apply to an increase of the capi
tal, shall be annually appropriated to the support of public 
schools, for the benefit of all the people throughout the state; 
and it shall not be competent for the legislature to borrow, 
appropriate, or use the same, or any part thereof, for any 
other purpose, under any pretence whatever. 

Which was read, and, 
On motion of Mr. Field, 
The convention resolved itself into commit ee of the whole, 

Mr. Mickle in the chair, upon the consideration of the fore
going report, and of that of the select committee appointed to 
inquire into the propriety of instituting a court of reconcilia
tion; 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, and 
reported the report of the committee on the school fund to the 
convention, without amendment; and also reported that th,ey 
had disagreed to the report of the committee on the court of 
reconciliation, and were discharged from the further conside
ration of the said reports. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, 
·The report of the committee of the whole on the school 

fund, was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Stratton, 
The report of the committee of the whole on the court of 

reconciliation, was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Zabriskie, it was 
Ordered, That when this convention adjourns, it will adjourn 

to meet on Monday afternoon, at three o'clock. 

On motion of Mr. Stites, 

The convention adjourned to Monday afternoon, at three 
o'clock. 

" 
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MoNDAY AFTERNOON, 17th June. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Kidder. 

Mr. Vanarsdale presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
this state, praying that no distinction be observed in the con
stitution between citizens born in the United States and those 
of foreign birth, in respect to their qualifications for members 
of the House of Assembly and governor, and to exclude from 
the provisions of the constitution all distinctions between citi
zens; 

Which was read, and, 
On motion of Mr. Wurts, was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. R. P. Thompson, 
The convention proceeded to the consideration of the report 

of the Committee on a Bill of Rights and Privileges, as amend
ed in committee of the whole; 

And the first section being under consideration, the same 
/ was agreed to, without amendment. 

The second section being under consideration, the amend
ment made to the same, in committee of the whole, was agreed 
to. 

The same section being still under consideration, 

Mr. Jaques moved to amend, by a~ding thereto the follow
ing words: "On entering into society, men give up none of 
their rights; they only adopt new modes, by which they are 
better secured." 

And on the question, shall the amendment be agreed to? the 
yeas and nays were demanded, and 

It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

Mr.Jaques, 
Mickle, 

YEAS. 

Mr. Pickel, Mr.Naar-4. 
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NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr.Haight, Mr. Stites, 
Bell, Hibbler, Stokes, 
Brick, Hornblower, Stratton, 
Cassedy, P. B. Kennedy, Swain, 
Cattell, R. S. Kennedy, Ten Eyck, 
Child, Lambert, J. R. Thomson, 
Clark, Marsh, R. P. Thompson, 
Condit, Neighbour, Vanarsdale, 
Connolly, Ogden, Vroom, 
Dickerson, Parker, Williamson (pr.) 
Ewing, Pitney, Wills, 
Field, Ryerson, Wurts (v. p.) 
Gilchrist, Schenck, Zabriskie-39. 

The same section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Gilchrist moved to amend the same, by striking out the 

words "inherent in'', and inserting" derived from"; 
Which was not agreed to. 
The section, as amended, was then adopted. 

The third section being under consideration, 
Mr. Stokes moved to amend the same, by striking out the 

word "ministers", and inserting "ministry''; 
Which was agreed to. 
The section, as amended, was then adopted. 

The fourth section being under consideration, the same was 
adopted, without amendment. 

The fifth section being under consideration, the same was 
agreed to, without amendment. 

The sixth section being under consideration, the same was 
. adopted, without amendment. · 

The seventh section being under consideration, the amend
ment made to the same, in committee· of the whole, was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Ogden moved to strike out the word "sums", in the 
H2 
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amendment made in committee of the whole, and insert the 
words " matters in dispute"; 

Which was agreed to. 
The section, as amended, was then adopted. 

The eighth section being under consideratiou, the amend
ment made to the same in committee of the whole was agreed 
to; and the section, as amended, was then adopted. 

The ninth section being under consideration, the same was 
agreed to, without amendment. 

The tenth section being under consideration, 
Mr. Field moved to amend the same, by striking out the 

words " be twice put in danger of punishment for the same 
offence", and inserting, in lieu thereof, " after an acquittal, be 
tried for the same offence"; 

Which was agreed to, and the section, as amended, was then 
adopted. 

The eleventh section being under consideration, the same 
was agreed to, without amendment. 

The twelfth section being under consideration the same was 
adopted, without amendment. 

The thirteenth section being under consideration, the same 
was agreed to, without amendment. 

The fourteenth section being under consideration, 
Mr. Dickerson moved to amend the same, by adding the 

words " and no punishment for treason shall exceed fine and 
imprisonment"; 

Which was not agreed to. 
The section.was then adopted, without amendment. 

The fifteenth section being under consideration, 
On motion of Mr. Child, it was 
Ordered, That_ the same be stricken out. 

The sixteenth section being under consideration, the same 
was adopted, without amendment. 

The seventeenth section being under consideration, 
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Mr. Casserly moved to amend the same, by inserting be
t ween the words " be" and " made" the word " first"; 

And on this question, the yeas and nays being demanded, 
It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

M~·· Allen, Mr. Lambert, Mr. J. R. Thomson, 
Cassedy, Mickle, R. P. Thompson, 
Child, Naar, Vanarsdale, 
Connolly, Neighbour, Vroom, 
Ewing, Pickel, Wills, 
Haight, Ryerson, Wurts (v. p.) 
Jaques, Sickler, Zabriskie...:...22. 
P. B. Kennedy, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Bell, Mr. Hibbler, Mr. Spencer, 
Brick, Hornblower, Stites, 
Cattell, R. S. Kennedy, Stokes, 
Clark, Marsh, Stratton, 
Condit, Ogden, Swain, 
Dickerson, Parker, Ten Eyck, 
Field, Parsons, Williamson (pr.) 
Gilchrist, , Pitney, 25. 
Green, Schenck, 

The seventeenth section being under considerafion, and the 
question being on agreeing to the same, 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. Bell, 
Brick, 
Cassedy, 
Child, 
Condit, 
Ewing, 

YEAS. 

Mr. Field, 
Gilchrist,. 
Haight, 
Hornblower, 
Jaques, 
P. B. Kennedy, 

M1'. R. S. Kennedy,. 
Lambert, 
Marsh, 
Mickle, 
Naar, 
Neighbour,. 



Mr.Ogden, 
Parker, 
Parsons, 
Pickel, 
Pitney, 
Ryerson, 

I 

Mr. Allen, 
Cattell, 
Clark, 
Connolly, 
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Mr. Sickler, 
Spencer, 
Stites, 
Stokes, 
Stratton, 
Swain, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Dickerson, 
Green, 
Hibbler, 
Schenck, 

Mr. J. R. Thomsonr 
Vanarsdale, 
Williamson (pr.) 
Wurts (v. p.) 
Zabriskie-35. 

Mr. Ten Eyck, 
R. P. Thompson, 
Vroom, 
Wills-12. 

Mr. R. P. Thompson offered the following, to be inserted 
as Sec. XVIII: 

"Nothing in this constitution shall be construed to require 
payment to be made for land taken for public highways, unless 
the legislature shall otherwise direct by law"; 

Which was disagreed to. 

The eighteenth section being under consideration, 
Mr. Ryerson moved to strike out the word "is", and insert 

the word " be"; 
"\Vhich was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Dickerson, 
The section was further amended, by adding thereto the 

words "either in contracting the debt, disposing of his pro
perty, or concealing the same." 

Mr. Ryerson moved to reconsider the vote just taken on the 
amendment; · 

Which was not agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Cassedy, 
The section was further amended, by inserting the word 

"property" in place of "estate." 

Mr. Hornblower moved to strike out the words " strong; 
presumption of"; 

Whir.h was not agreed to. 
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Mr. Green moved to amend, by striking out all after the 
word debt, in the first line, and inserting the following: "but 
provision may be made by law for compelling a debtor to 
surrender his property for the benefit of his creditors, or for 
the punishment of fraud committed by the debtor" ; 

Which was disagreed to. 

The question then recurring upon the adoption of the sec
tion, as amended, 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was determined in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Brick, Mr. Jaques, Mr. Schenck, 
Cassedy, P. B. Kennedy, Sickler, 
Cattell, Lambert, Spencer, 
Child, Marsh, Stites, 
Clark, Mickle, Stokes, 
Condit, Narr, Stratton, 
Connolly, Neighbour, Swain, 
Ewing, Ogden, J. R. Thomson, 
Field, Parker, R. P. Thompson, 
Gilchrist, Parsons, Vanarsdale, 
Green, Pickel, Wills, 
Haight, Pitney, Wurts, 
Hibbler, Ryerson, Zabriskie-40., 
Hornblower, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Dickerson, Mr. Williamson (pr.) 
Bell, Ten Eyck, 5. 

The nineteenth section bei.ng under consideration, the same 
was agreed to, without amendment. 

The twentieth section, which was added in committee of the 
whole, being under consideration, and the question being on 
agreeing to .the same, 

Mr. J. R. Thomson moved the following, as a substitute: 
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"This enumeration of rights shall not be construed to impair 
or deny others retained by the people"; 

Which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. E'sing, 

The convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, at nine 
o'clock. 

TUESDAY MORNING, 18th June. 

At nine o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Young. 

On motion of Mr. Ryerson, it was 
Resolved, That every motion or amendment on which a 

vote of the convention is taken, be inserted on the minutes. 

The minutes of yesterday afternoon were then ordered to 
be amended accordingly. 

On motion of Mr. Vanarsdale, it was 
Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to arrange 

and write the several reports, as acted upon by the convention, 
and present them in a connected form for consideration, with 
power to alter or amend the phraseology, without altering the 
meaning of the several reports. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, it was 
Ordered, That the vote by which the eighteenth section of 

the report of the Committee on a Bill of Rights and Privileges, 
as amended, was adopted, be reconsidered. 

The question then recurring on agreeing to the section, as 
amended, the yeas and nays were demanded, and 

It was determined in the negative, as follows, viz: 
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YEAS. 

Mr.Brick, Mr. Hibbler, Mr. Pickel, 
Cassedy, Holmes, Pitney, 
Child, Lambert, Ryerson, 
Condit, Marsh, Swain, 
Connolly, Mickle, J. R. Thomson, 
Edsall, Neighbour, Vanarsdale, 
Fort, Ogden; Wills-23. 
Haight, Parsons, · 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. R. S. Kennedy, Mr. Stokes, 
Bell, Naar, Stratton, 
Clark, Parker, Ten Eyck, 
Dickerson, Randolph, Williamson (pr.) 
Ewing, Schenck, Wood, 
Gilchrist, Sickler, Wurts (v. p.) 
Jaques, Spencer, Zabriskie-23. 
P. B. Kennedy, Stites, 

Mr. Clark then offered the following, to be inserted as Sect. 
XVIII: 

"No person shall be imprisoned for debt, unless in cases of 
fraud." 

Mr. Ryerson moved to amend the same, by striking out all 
after "debt'', and inserting "in any action, or on any judg
ment founded upon contract, unless in cases of fraud"; 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Hornblower moved to amend the same, by adding, 
"' nor shall any person be imprisoned for a militia fine in time 
of peace"; 

Which was agreed to. 

The question then reeurring on agreeing to the, section to 
be inserted as Sec. XVIII, 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and it was determined 
in the -affirmative, by the votes of all the members present. 
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On motion of Mr. Ryerson, 
The convention then proceeded to the consideration of the 

report of the Committee on the Right of Suffrage, and of the 
amendments made thereto, in committee of the whole. 

And the first section being under consideration, and the 
question being on agreeing to the amendment made i_n com
mittee of the whole, to strike out "an inhabitant'', and insert 
"a resident", 1he same was copcurred in. 

The amendment made in committee of the whole to the 
same section, to strike out " as acquiring a residence", and 
insert " a resident", was agreed to. 

The same section being still under consideration, and the 
question being on agreeing to the amendment made in com
mittee of the whole, to strike out the words "or pauper", 

The previous question being demanded, there was a second; 
and on the question, 

Shall the main question be now put? it was decided in the 
affirmative. 

The main question then being on agreeing to the amend
ment, the yeas and nays were demanded, and 

It was determined in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Bell, Mr. Jaques, Mr. Pickel, 
Connolly, P. B. Kennedy, Pitney, 
Edsall, Lambert, Swain, 
Fort, Narr, Zabriskie-] 4. 
Hibbler, Parker, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Condit, Mr.Haight, 
.Brick, Dickerson, Holmes, 
Cassedy, Ewing, Hornblower, 
Cattell, Field, R. S. Kennedy, 
Child, Gilchrist, Marsh, 
Cla"rk, Green, Mickle, 



Mr. Neighbour, 
Ogden, 
Parsons, 
Randolph, 
Ryerson, 
Schenck, 

Mr. Sickler, 
Spencen, 
Stites, 
Stokes, 
Stratton, 
Ten Eyck, 

Mr.·l R. Thomson, 
Vanarsdale, 
Williamson (pr.) 
Wills, 
Wood, 
Wurts (v. p.)-36. 

The first section being still under consideration, the amend
ment made in committee of the whole to strike out "of the 
crime of bribery, forgery, perjury, theft, or other offence for 
which an infamous punishment is or rnay be inflicted'', and 
-insert " of a crime which now excludes him from being a 
witness," was agreed to. 

The amendment made, in committee of the whole to the 
~ame section, by inserting " unless pardoned or restored by 
faw to the right of suffrage", was agreed to. 

The further amendment to the same section, to add "The 
·legislature may pass laws to deprive persons of the right of 
suffrage who shall be convicted of bribery at elections", was 
·agreed to. 

The question then being on agreeing to the section, as 
amended, it was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Parker offered the following, to be inserted as an ad
·ditional clause: 

"No person alien born shall be entitled to vote until one 
.year after the time of his naturalization." 

The previous question being demanded, there was a second, 
and on the question, 

Shall the main question J:>e now put? it was decided in the 
affirmative. 

The main question being on the adoption of the additional 
clause, the yeas and nays were demanded1 and 

It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. Allen, 
Cattell, 

YEAS. 

Mr. Clark, 
Condit, 

I 

Mr. R. S. Kennedy, 
Marsh, 
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Mr. Mickle, .Mr. Spencer, Williamson, (pr.) 
Parker, Swain, Wood-14. 
Schenck) Ten Eyck, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Bell, Mr. Haight, Mr. Pitney, 
Brick, Hibbler, Randolph, 
Cassedy, Holmes, Ryerson, 
Child, Hornblower, Sickler, 
Connolly, Jaques, Stokes, 
Dickerson, P. B. Kennedy, Stratton, 
Edsall, Lambert, J. R. Thomson, 
Ewing, Naar, V anarsdaie, 
Field,' Neighbour, Wills, 
'Fort, Ogden, Wurts (v. p.) 
Gilchrist, Parsons, Zabriskie-35. 
Green, Pickel, 

Mr. Clark offered the following, to be inserted as Article 2d. 
"Art. 2d. No person born after the adoption of this consti

tution shall be entitled to vote under the same, unless he can 
read the English language, except in cases of physical disa" 
bility." 

And the question being on agreeing to the same, the yeas 
.and nays were demanded, and · 

It was determined in the negative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. Clark, 
Field, 
Gilchrist, 

Mr. Allen, 
Bell, 
Brick, 
Cassedy, 

YEAS. 

Mr. R. S. Kennedy, 
Naar, 
Randolph, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Cattell, 
Child, 
Condit, 
Connolly, 

Mr. Sickler, 
Stites-8. 

Mr. Dickerson, 
Edsall, 
Ewing, 
Fort, 



Mr. Green, 
Haight, 
Hibbler, 
Holmes, 
Hornblower, 
Jaques, 
P. B. Kennedy, 
Lambert, 
Marsh, 
Mickle, 

99 

Mr. Neighbour, 
Ogden, 
Parker, 
Parsons, 
Pickel, 
Pitney, 
Ryerson, 
Schenck, 
Stokes, 

Mr. Stratton, 
Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 
J. R. Thomson, 
Vanarsdale, 
Williamson (pr.) 
Wills, 
Wurts (v. p.) 
Zabriskie-40. 

The second section being under consideration, the amend
ment made in the committee of the whole, by striking out 
"Legislative Council" and inserting "Senate", was agreed to. 

The amendment made to the same section in committee, 
striking out "twenty-five" and inserting "thirty", was agreed 
to. 
· Mr. Parker moved to amend the same section, by inserting 

after "and", in the third line of the printed bill, the words "a 
freeholder and inhabitant." 

And the question being on agreeing to the amendment, the 
yeas and nays were demanded, and 

It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz : 

YEAS. 

Mr. Clark, Mr. Parker, Mr. Schenck-4. 
Condit, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Field, Mr. P. B. Kennedy, 
Brick, Fort, R. S. Kennedy, 
Casserly, Gilchrist, Lambert, 
Cattell, Green, Marsh, 
Child, Haight, Mickle, 
Connolly, Hibbler, Naar, 
Dickerson, Holmes, Neighbour, 
Edsall, Hornblower, Ogden, 
Ewing, Jaques, Parsons, 



Mr.Picll:el,. 
Pitney, 
Randolph, 
Ryerson,. 
Sickler,. 
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.Mr. Stites, 
Stokes, 
Stratton, 
Swain, 
J. R. Thomson, 

Mr. VanarsdaTe,. 
Wills, 
Wood, 
Wurts (v. p.) 
Zabriskie-42~ 

The second article being still under consideration, 
Mr. N aar moved to amend, by striking out the whole article, 

and inserting the following: 
"All persons who are or shall be entitled to the right of 

suffvage, shall be eligible to all offices that are, under this con
stitution, made elective by the people." 

And the question being on agreeing to the amendment, the 
yeas and nays were demanded, and 

It was determined in the negative, as follows, viz:. 

Mr. Connelly, 
Edsall, 
Fort, 
Hibbler, 

Mr. Allen, 
Bell, 
Brick, 
Cassedy,, 
Cattell, 
Child, 
Clark, 
Condit, 
Dickerson, 
Ewing, 
Field, 
Gilchrist, 
Gree!), 

YEAS. 

Mr.Jaques, 
P. B. Kennedy, 
Naar, 
Pickel, 

NAYS: 

Mr. Haight, 
Holmes, 
Hornblower, 
R. S. Kennedy, 
Lambert, 
Marsh, 
Mickle, 
Neighbour, 
Ogden, 
Parker, 
Parsons, 
Pitney, 
Randolph,. 

Mr. Ryerson, 
J. R. Thomson, 
Zabriskie-11. 

Mr. Stratton, 
Swain, 
Schenck, 
Sickler, 
Stites, 
Stokes, 
Ten Eyck,. 
Vanarsdale, 
Williamson (pr.) 
Wills, . 
Wood, 
W ur.ts (v. p.)-38 ... 
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The same article being still under consideration, 
Mr. Condit moved to amend, by striking out "twenty-one" 

and inserting "twenty-five"; 
Which was not agreed to. 
Mr. Mickle moved to amend, by striking out twenty-one" 

and inserting "twenty-three"; 
And on this question, the yeas and nays being demanded, 
It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz : 

YEAS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Hornblower; Mr. Pitney, 
Brick, R. S. Kennedy, Schenck, 
Cattell, Lambert, Stites, 
Child , Marsh, Stokes, 
Clark, Mickle, Swain, 
Condit, Narr, Ten Eyck, 
Connolly, Ogden, Vanarsdale, 
Dickerson, Parker, Wills-24. 

NAYS. 

Mr. Bell, Mr. Haight, Mr. Randolph, 
Cassedy, Hibbler, Ryerson, 
Edsall, Holmes, Sickler, 
Ewing, Jaques, Stratton, 
Field, P. B. Kennedy, J. R. Thomson, 
Fort, Neighbour, Wood, 
Gilchrist, Parsons, Wurts (v. p.) 
Green, Pickel, Zabriskie-24. 

The same article being still under consideration, 
Mr. Hornblower moved to amend the same, by striking out 

••twenty-one" and inserting twenty-two"; 
Which was disagreed to. 
The question then being on the adoption of the article, as 

a.mended, 
The previous question was demanded, and there was :i, 

second, 
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And on tlie question, shall the main question be now put ?' ii? 
was decided in the affirmative. 

And on the main question of agreeing to the second article,. 
as amended, it was determined in the affirmative. 

The third article being under consideration, 
Mr. Randolph moved to amend, by striking out to the word 

"October" inclusive, and inserting the following: 
"The election for members of the Senate and General As- . 

sembly shall be held on the first Tuesday of November next,. 
and the day following, and on the second Tuesday of Novem
ber annually thereafter, or at such other times as may be pro
vided by law for the election of members of Congress or of 
electors of president and vice president." 

Pending the consideration of the same, 

The convention adjourned to this afternoon,.at three o'clock .. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

.Mr. Ten Eyck presented a petition from sundry inhabitants• 
of the county of Burlington, asking. that the right of suffrage· 
be extended to women; 

Which was read, and, 
On motion of Mr. Mickle, 
Ordered, That the same do lie on the table. 

Mr. Ewing asked, and unanimously obtained leave to change• 
his vote on the question of allowing paupers the right of suf
frage. 

The vice president announced the following committee, as . 
appointed by the president, under the resolution to arrange 
and unite the several reports, viz: 

Messrs. Vanarsdale~ Vroom, Green, Spencer~ and Stratton •. 
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The convention then proceeded to the consideration of the 
nnfinished business of the morning, being the report of the 
Committee on the Right of Suffrage, as amended in commit
tee of the whole. 

The third article being under consideration, 
The amendments made in committee of the whole to the 

same, were severally agreed to. 

The question then being on agreeing to the amendment 
under consideration at the adjournment of the convention this 
morning, 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was determined in the negative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. Allen, 
Bell, 
Brick, 
Cattell,. 
Clark, 
Condit, 
Field, 

Mr. Cassedy, 
Child, 
Connolly, 
Dickerson,. 
Edsall, 
Ewing .. 
Fort, 
Green, 
Haight,. 
Hibbler; 

YEAS. 

Mr. Gilchrist, 
Hornblower, 
R. S. Kennedy, 
Marsh, 
Parsons, 
Randolph, 
Schenck, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Holmes, 
Jaques, 
P. B. Kennedy, 
Laird, 
Lambert, 
Mickle, 
Neighbour,. 

.Ogden, 
Parker, 

Mr. Spencer,. 
Stites, 
Stratton, 
Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 
Westervelt,. 
Wood-21.. 

Mr. Pickel; 
Pitney, 
Ryerson, 
Sickler, 
Stokes, 
J. R. Thomson,. 
Wills, 
Wurts (v. p.) 
Zabriskie-28. 

The third article being still under consideration, 
Mr. Ryerson moved. to amend the same by adding, "but the: 
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time of holding such election may be altered by the legisla
ture"; 

Which was agreed to. 
Mr. Cattell moved to amend the same, by striking out 

" yearly and every year" and inserting " every second year." 
And on this question the yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Brick, Mr. Fort, Mr. Lambert, 
Cattell, Haight, Marsh, 
Clark, Holmes, Randolph, 
Condit, Hornblower, Stites, 
Connolly, P. B. Kennedy, Swain, 
Edsall, R. S. Kennedy, Wood-20~ 

Ewing, Laird, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Naar, Mr. Spencer, 
Bell, Neighb~ur,. Stokes, 
Cassedy, Ogden, Stratton, 
Child, Parker, Ten Eyck, 
Dickerson, Parsons, J. R. Thomson,.. 
Field, Pickel, Vanarsdale, 
Gilchrist, Pitney, Westervelt, 
Green, Ryerson, Wills, 
Hibbler, Schenck, Wurts (v. p.) 
Jaques, Sickler, Zabriskie-31. 
~fickle, 

On motion of Mr. Stites, it was 
Ordered, That the foregoing report, and that on a " Bill of 

Rights and Privileges," as amended·, be· referred to the select 
committee appointed to arrange and write the several reports. 

On motion of Mr. Zabriskie, 
The convention proceeded to the consideration of the report 

of the committee on subjects ·not referred to other committees,. 
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1rnd the amendments made to the same m committee of the 
whole. 

The preamble and section relative to the distribution of the 
powers of government, \Vere read, considered, and adopted, 
and, 

On motion of Mr. Zabriskie, 
The same were referred to the select committee appointed 

to arrange and write the several reports, and the further con
sideration of the report was postponed. 

On motion of Mr. Zabriskie, 
The convention proceeded to the report of the Committee 

on the Executive Department, and the amendments made 
thereto in committee of the whole. 

The first section being under consideration, 
Mr. Randolph moved to amend, by adding "and lieutenant 

governor"; 
Which was not agreed to, and the section adopted, without 

amendment. 

The second section being under consideration, the amend
ments made thereto in committee of the whole were agreed 
to, and the section, as amended, adopted. 

The third section being under consideration, the amendment 
made in committee, by the substituting the following: 

" The governor shall hold his office for three years from the 
third Tuesday of January next ensuing the annual election by 
the people; and he shall be ineligible to that office for three 
years nttxt after his term of service shall have expired; pro
vided, that no appointments or nominations to office shall be 
made by the governor during the last week of his said term," 

Was agreed to. ' 

Mr. Ewing moved to amend the substitute, by striking out 
" three" before the word " years", and inserting two"; 

And the yeas and nays being demanded, 
It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 
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YEAS. 

Mr. Cassedy, Mr. Lambert, Mr. Pitney,. 
Cattell, Marsh, Ryerson, 
Connolly, Mickle, Stokes, 
Dickerson, Naar, J. R. Thomson, 
Ewing, Neighbour, Vanarsdale, 
Fort, Parker, Westervelt, 
Jaques, Pickel, Wood-22. 
P. B. Kennedy, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Hibbler, Mr. Sickler, 
Bell, Holmes, Spencer, 
Brick, Hornblower, Stites, 
Child, R. S. Kennedy, Stratton, 
Clark, Laird, Swain, 
Condit, Ogden, Ten Eyck, 
Field, Parsons, Wills, 
Gilchrist, Randolph, Wurts (v. p.) 
Green, Schenck, Zabriskie-28. 
Haight, 

The third section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Ryerson moved to amend, by striking out the word! 

" and he shall be ineligible to that office for three years next 
after his term of service shall have expired." \ 

And on this question the yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was determined in the negative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. Connolly, 
Edsall, 
Fort, 
Hibbler, 
Hornblower, 

YEAS. 

Mr. P. B. Kennedy, Mr. Parker, 
Laird, Pickel, 
Mickle, Ryerson, 
Naar, · Stokes-13. 



107' 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Haight, Mr. Spencer, 
Bell, Holmes, Stites, 
Brick, Jaques, Stratton, 
Cassedy, R. S. Kennedy, Swain, 
Cattell, Lambert, Ten Eyck, 
Child, Marsh, J. R. Thomson, 
Clark, Neighbour, Vanarsdale, 
Condit, Ogden, Westervelt, 
Dickerson, Parsons, Wills, 
Ewing, Pitney, Wood, 

I 
Field, Randolph, Wurts (v. p.) 
Gilchrist, Schenck, Zabriskie-38. 
Green, Sickler, 

The same section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Parsons moved to amend, by striking out the word 

"third" before "Tuesday", and inserting "second"; 
Which was disagreed to. 
Mr. Child moved to amend the same section, by striking 

out "from" and inserting " commencing on"; and also after 
"people" to insert "and terminating on the third Tuesday of 
January, th1·ee years thereafter;" 

Which were, severally, not agreed to. 
Mr. Wood moved to amend the same section, by striking 

out " for three years next after"; 
Which was disagreed to. 
The section, as amended, was then adopted. 

The fourth section being under consideration, 
Mr. Vanarsdale moved to amend, by striking out "twenty'' 

and inserting " ten"; 
And on this ·question the yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was determined in the negative, as follows, viz.: 

Mr. Child, 
Connolly, 

YEAS. 

Mr. Dickerson, 
Edsall, 

Mr.Ewing, 
Haight, 
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Mr. Hibbler, Mr.Ogden, Mr. Stokes, 
Jaques, Parker, J. R. Thomson, 
P. B. Kennedy, Parsons, Vanarsdale, 
Naar, Pickel, Wurts (v. N. 
Neighbour, Ryerson, Zabriskie-21. 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Green, Mt. Sickler, 
Bell, Hornblower, Spencer, 
Brick, R. S. Kennedy, Stites, 
Cassedy, Laird, Stratton, 
Cattell, Lambert, Swain, 
Clark, Marsh, Ten Eyck, 
Condit, Mickle, Westervelt, 
Field, Pitney, Wills, 
Fort, Randolph, Wood-29. 
Gilchrist, Schenck, 

The same section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Naar moved to amend, by striking out "thirty" and 

inserting "thirty-five"; and also by striking out "twenty" and 
foserting "fourteen." 

A division of the amendments was called, and the question 
ordered to be taken on each separately. 

The amendment offered, to strike out " thirty" and insert 
... thirty-five", was disagreed to. 

The question then being on agreeing to the amendment, to 
strike out" twenty" and insert" fourteen", the yeas and nays 
were demanded, and 

It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. CassE!dy, 
Child, 
Connolly, 
Dickerson, 
Edsall, 

YEAS. 

Mr.Ewing, 
Fort, 
Haight, 
Hibbler, 
Holmes, 

Mr.Jaques, 
P. B. Kennedy, 
Laird, 
Neighbour, 
Ogden, 



Mr. Parker, 
Parsons, 
Pickel, 

Mr. Allen, 
Bell, 
Hrick, 
Cattell, 
Clark, 
Cqndit, 
Field, 
Gilchrist, 
Green, 
Hornblower,, 

10'9 

Mr. Ryerson, 
Stokes, 
J. R. Thomson, 

NAYS. 

Mr. R. S. Kennedy, 
Laird, 
Lambert, 
Marsh, 
Mickle, 
Naar, 
Pitney, 
Randolph, 
Schenck, 

Mr. Vanarsdale, 
\Vurts, 
Zabriskie-24. 

Mr. Sickler, 
Spencer, 
Stites, 
Stratton, 
Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 
Westervelt, 
Wills, 
Wood-28. · 

The same section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Gilchrist moved to amend, by inserting after "resident'' 

the words "and a freeholder"; 
And on this question the yeas and nays were ordered, and 
It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Condit, Mr.Mickle, Mr. Schenck-5. 
Gilchrist, Parker, 

NAYS, 

Mr. Allen, Mr.Ewing, Mr. R. S. Kennedy, 
Bell, Field, Laird, 
Brick, Fort, Lambert, 
Cassedy, Green, Marsh, 
Cattell, Haight,, Naar, 
Child, Hibbler, Neighbour, 
Clark, 1Holmes, Ogden, 
Connolly, Hornblower, Parsons, 
Dickerson, Jaques, Pickel, 
Edsall, P. B. Kennedy, Pitney, 

K 

;, 



Mr. Randolph, 
Ryerson, 
Sickler, 
Spencer, 
Stites, 
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Mr.Stokes, 
Stratton, 
Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 
J. R. Thomson, 

Mr. Vanarsdale, 
Westervelt, 
Wills, 
Wood, 
Wurts (v. p.)-45. 

The question then being on agreeing to the section, the same 
was adopted, without amendment. 

The fifth section being under consideration, the same was 
agreed to, without amendment. 

The sixth section being under consideration, 
Mr. Ogden moved to amend, by inserting before " seal" the 

word "great''; 
Which was agreed to . 

. Mr. Allen moved to amend the same section, by striking out 
the words " or the Senate only"; 

Which was agreed to, and the section, as amended, was 
then adopted. 

The seventh section being under consideration, the amend
ments made thereto in committee of the whole were agreed 
to, and the section, as amended, was then adopted. 

The eighth section being under consideration, the same was 
agreed to, without amendment. 

The ninth section being under consideration, the amend
ment made in committee of the whole, by striking out the 
same, and inserting the following: 

"The governor shall have power to suspend fines and for
feitures, and grant reprieves, to extend until the expiration of 
a time not exceeding ninety days after conviction; but this 
power shall not extend to cases of impeachment", 

Was agreed to. 

Mr. Ryerson moved to amend the same, by inserting, after 
" suspend" the words " the collection of" ; 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Ogden moved further to amend, by inserting, after the 
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word "governor", the words "or person administering the gov
ernment"; 

Which was agreed to. 

The question then being on the section, as amended, the 
same was adopted. 

The tenth section being under consideration, the amend
ments made thereto in committee of the whole were agreed to. 

Mr. Ogden moved to amend the same, by inserting the fol
lowing, as a substitute: 

"The governor, or person administering the government, the 
chancellor and the six judges of the court of errors and ap
peals, or a major part of them, of whom the governor, or per
son administering the government, shall be one, may remit 
fines and forfeitures, and grant pardons after conviction, in all 
cases except impeachment." 

Mr. Schenck moved to amend the amendment, by striking 
therefrom " and the six judges of the court of errors and 
appeals'' and insert "president of the Senate and speaker of the 
House of Assembly"; 

Which was not agreed to. 

The· question then being on agreeing to the section, as 
amended, the yeas and nays were demanded, and 

It was determined in.the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr.Allen, Mr.Fort, Mr.Parker, 
Brick, Green, Parsons, 
Cattell, Haight, Pitney, 
Child, Hibbler, Randolph, 
Clark, P. B. Kennedy, Stites, 
Condit, Lambert, Stokes, 
Connolly, Marsh, Swain, 
Dickerson, Mickle, Vanarsdale, 
Edsall, Naar, 'V estervelt, 
Ewing, Neighbour, Wills, 
Field, Ogden, Zabriskie-33. 



Mr. Bell, 
Gilchrist, 
Holmes, 
Hornblower, 
Jaques, 
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NAYS. 

Mr. Laird, 
Pickel, 
Ryerson, 
Schenck, 
Sickler, 

Mr. Spencer, 
Stratton, 
Ten Eyck, 
J. R. Thomson, 
Wurts (v. p.)-15 .. 

The eleventh section being under consideration, 
Mr. Ogden moved to amend the same, by striking out all 

after the word "office"; 
·which was agreed to. 

Mr. Parker moved to amend, by striking out the word 
(•any"; 

Which was agreed to. 
The section, as amended, was then adopted. 

The twelfth section being under consideration, and the 
question being on agreeing to the amendment made m com
mittee of the whole, to strike out the words " for the time 
being", 

On motion of Mr. Green, the same was disagreed to. 

The other amendments made in committee of the whole 
were then severally agreed to, and the section, as amended, 
was adopted. 

The thirteenth section being under consideration the amend
ment made thereto in committee of the whole was agreed to, 
and the section, as amended, was then adopted. 

The fourteenth section being under consideration, the same 
was agreed to, without amendment. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. Parker to Sec. II, in com
mittee of the whole, which reads as follows, viz: 

"The returns of the votes for governor, at the first election 
under this constitution, shall be transmitted to the governor of 
the state, or the person administering the government, and 
shall be counted, and the election declared in the manner now 
provided by law in the case of election of electors of presi~. 

dent and vice president of the United Stat.es", . 
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Was then taken up, and 
Pending the consideration thereof, 
On motion of Mr. Parker, 
The convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, at nine 

o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING, 19th June. 

At nine o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Hall. 

On motion of Mr. Wills? it was 
Resolved, That the constitution agreed upon by this conven

tion be engrossed upon parchment. 
On motion of Mr. Ryerson, it was 
Ordered, That the select committee appointed to arrange 

and unite the several reports, be authorized to have the same, 
as agreed upon in the convention,. printed forthwith. 

The convention then proceeded to the consideration of the 
unfinished business of yesterday afternoon, being the report of 
the Committee on the Executive Department, and the amend
ments made to the same, in committee of the whole. 

The amendment proposed in committee of the whole being 
still under consideration, 

Mr. Parker moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
second section, as amended, was adopted; 

Which was agreed to. 
Mr. Parker moved to amend the second section, by striking 

out the following words: " the returns of every election for 
governor shall be sealed up and transmitted to the seat of gov
ernment, directed to the secretary of state, who shall open· 
and publish them in the presence of the· members of bafi 
houses of the legislature on the day next after the time 

K2 



114 

appointed for the meeting of the legislature, or as soon there
after as a quorum of both houses shall be present"; 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Hornblower moved to recommit the second section to 
. a select committee; 

Which was disagreed to. 

Mr. Stites moved to recommit the same to the Committee 
on the Executive Department; 

Which was not agreed to. 

Mr. Ryerson moved to amend the same section, by striking 
out " forthwith" and inserting" as soon as both houses of the 
legislature are organized" ; 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Pickel moved to amend the same, by striking out the 
following words: "by a committee to be selected from both 
houses of the legislature, and to be formed and regulated"; 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Child moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
amendment to insert the words "as.soon as both houses of the 
legislature are organized" ; 

Which was agreed to, and the question then recurring on 
agreeing to the amendment, it was determined in the negative. 

The section, as reconsidered and amended, was then adopted. 

Mr. Cassedy moved to reconsider the fourth section, for the 
purpose of striking out "twenty" and inserting "seven"; 

Which was disagreed to. 

Mr. Parker moved to reconsider the vote by which the third 
· section was adopted; 

Which was not agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Parsons, it was 
Ordered, That the report of the committee on the Execu

tive Department, as amended, be referred to the select com· 
mittee appointed to arrange and unite the several reports. 

On motion of Mr. Ryerson, 
The convention proceeded to the consideration of the report. 
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of the Committee on the Judiciary Department, and the amend
ments made thereto, in committee of the whole. 

The first section being under consideration, the amendments 
made in committee of the whole to the first paragraph were 
agreed to. 

Mr. Ogden moved to amend the section, by striking out the 
first paragraph, to the word "requires" inclusive, and inserting 
the following: , 

" The judicial power of this state shall be vested in a court 
of errors and appeals in the last resort in all causes, as hereto
fore; a court for the trial of impeachments ; a court of chan
cery; a prerogative court ; a supreme court; circuit courts 
and such inferior courts as now exist, and as may be hereafter 
ordained and established by law; which inferior courts the 
legislature may alter or abolish, as the public good shall 
require"; 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Ryerson moved to amend the same section, by striking 
out, in the second paragraph, the words "the justices of the 
supreme court"; 

And on this question the yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. Cassedy, 
Connolly, 
Edsall, 
Fort, 
Holmes, 
Stokes, 

Mr. Allen, 
Bell, 
Brick, 
Browning, 

YEAS. 

Mr. Jaques, 
· Laird, 

Lambert, 
Mickle, 
Naar, 
J. R. Thomson, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Cattell, 
Child, 
Clark, 
Condit,, 

Mr. Neighbour, 
Parker, 
Pickel, 
Pitney, 
Ryerson, 
W estervelt-18. 

Mr.Ewing, 
Field, 
Gilchrist, 
Green,, 



Mr.Haight, 
Halsted, 
Hibbler, 
P. B. Kennedy, 
R. S. Kennedy, 
Marsh, 
Ogden, 
Parsons, 
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Mr. Randolph, 
Schenck, 
Sickler, 
Spencer, 
Stites, 
Stratton, 
Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 

' 

Mr. R. P. Thompson', 
Vanarsdale, 
Williamson (pr.)1 
Wills, 
Wood, 
Wurts (v. p.) 
Zabriskie-35. 

The same section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Pickel moved to amend the second paragraph, by strik

ing out the words "and six judges"; 
Which was disagreed to. 

Mr. Child moved to amend the same paragraph, by striking 
out the word "six" wherever it occurs before "judges", and 
inserting '"ten"; 

And on this question the yeas and nays were demanded, and' 
It was determined in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr.Child, Mr. Hibbler, Mr.Marsh, 
Connolly, Holmes, Mickle, 
Fort, Jaques, Naar-10. 
Haight, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen; Mr. Gilchrist, Mr. Parsons, 
Bell, Green, Pickel, 
Brick,. Halsted, Pitney, 
Browning, Hornblower, Randolph, 
Cassedy, P. B. Kennedy, Ryerson, 
Cattell, R. S. Kennedy, Schenck, 
Clark, Laird, Sickler, 
Condit, Lambert, Spencer, 
Edsall, Neighbour, Stites, 
Ewing, Ogden, Stokes~ 
FieW, Parker, Stratton,. 
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Mr. Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 

. Mr. Vanarsdale, 

J. R. Thomson, 
R. P. Thompson, 

Westervelt, 
Williamson (pr.) 

Mr. Wood, 
Wurts (v. p.) 
Zabriskie-43. 

The first section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Parker moved to amend the second paragraph, by strik

ing out the words "six judges" and inserting "the members of 
the Senate": 

Pending the consideration thereof, 
On motion of Mr. Ewing, 

The convention adjourned to this afternoon, at three o'clock. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

The convention proceeded to the consideration of the unfin
ished business of the morning, being the report of the Commit
tee on the Judiciary Department, as amended in committee of 
the whole. 

The first section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Connolly moved to amend the second paragraph, by 

striking out all after the words "and six", to the end of the 
same, and inserting the following: "ten judges, two to be elect
ed from each of the congressional districts of this state, and 
shall be elected by the people, for the term of six years, at the 
annual election for state officers. 

Mr. Child moved to amend the same, by striking out the 
first word "six" and inserting "eight"; and also, by striking 
out the. second "six" and inserting " four." 

The previous question being demanded, there was a ser.ond; . 
And on the question, shall the main question be now put? 
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The yeas and nays were ordered, and 
It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr.Haight, Mr. Randolph, 
Bell, Halsted, Ryerson, 
Brick, Hibbler, Schenck, 
Browning, Holmes, Sickler, 
Cassedy, Jaques, Spencer, 

. ..,,. 
~. __J 

Cattell, P. B. Kennedy, Stites, 
Child, R. S. Kennedy, Stokes, 
Clark, Lambert, Stratton, 
Connolly, Marsh, Swain, 
Edsall, Mickle, J. R. Thomson, 
Elmer, Neighbour, R. P. Thompson, 
Ewing, Ogden, Vanarsdale, 
Field, Parsons, Wills, 
Fort, Pickel, Wurts (v. p.) 
Gilchrist, Pitney, Za briskie-46. 
Green, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Condit, Mr.Parker, Mr. W estervelt-5. 
Hornblower, Ten Eyck, 

The question then recurring on the amendment under con
sideration at the adjournment of the convention this morning, 
to strike out, in the second paragraph, the words " six judges" 
and insert " the members of the :Senate", 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. Edsall, 
Fort, 
Haight, 
Jaques, 

YEAS. 

Mr. Lambert, 
Mickle, 
Neighbour, 
Parker, 

Mr. Pickel, . 
Ryerson, 
Wills-II. 
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NAYS. . .... ~ 

Mr. Allen, Mr.Green, Mr. Schenck, 
Bell, Halsted, Sickler, 
Brick, Hibbler, Spencer, 
Brown, Holmes, Stites, 

·Browning, Hornblower, Stokes, 
Casserly, P. B. Kennedy, Stratton, 
Cattell, R. S. Kennedy, Swain, 
Child, Laird, Ten Eyck, 
Clark, Marsh, J. R. Thomson, 
Condit, Naar, R. P. Thompson, 
Connolly, Ogden, Vanarsdale, 
Elmer, Parsons, Westervelt, 
Ewing, Pitney, Wurts (v. p.) 
Field, Randolph, Zabriskie--43. 
Gilchrist, 

The question then being on agreeing to the amendment first 
offered this afternoon, 

The yeas and nays being demanded, 
It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. Connolly, 
Edsall, 
Fort, 
Hibbler, 

Mr. Allen, 
Bell, 
Brick, 
Brown, 
Browning, 
Cassedy, 
Cattell, 
'Child, 

YEAS. 

Mr.Jaques, 
Mickle, 
Naai', 

NAYS. 

Mr.Clark, 
Condit, 
Elmer, 
Ewing, 
Field, 
Gilchrist, 
Green, 
Haight, 

Mr. Neighbour, 
Parker, 
Pickel-IO. 

Mr. Halsted, 
Holmes, 
Hornblower, 
P. B. Kennedy, 
R. S. Kennedy, 
Laird, 
Lambert, 
Marsh, 



Mr.Ogden, 
Parsons, 
Pitney, 
Randolph, 
Ryerson, 
Schenck, 
Sickler, 

120 

Mr. Spencer, 
Stites, 
Stokes, 
Stratton, 
Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 
J. R. Thomson, 

Mr. R. P. Thompson, 
Vanarsdale, 
Westervelt, 
Wills, 
Wurts (v. p.) 
Zabriskie-44. 

The question then being on the amendment secondly offered 
this afternoon, the same was disagreed to. 

The amendments made to the remainder of the section, in 
committee of the whole, were then severally agreed to. 

The first section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Ogden moved to amend the fourth paragraph, by strik· 

ing out the word "such" before "per diem" and insert "a" ; 
and also, by striking out the words " as shall" and inserting 
"to"; 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Ryerson moved to amend the same section, by striking 
out the words "or judgment", near the end of the section; 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Mickle moved to strike out all nfter the first paragraph ; 
Which was not agreed to. 
The section, as amended, was then adopted. 

The second section being under consideration, the amend
ment made to the same in committee of the whole, to strike 
out, in the first paragraph, the word " impeaching" and insert 
" impeachment", was agreed to. 

The other amendments made to the same, in committee of 
the whole, were then agreed to collectively. 

The second section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Vanarsdale moved to amend the same, by striking out, 

in the third paragraph, " the person impeached" and insert
ing " when an impeachment shall be prosecuted against the 
chancellor or any justice of the supreme court, he"; 

Which was disagreed to. 
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'The section, ~s amended, was then adopted·. 

'The third se'ction being under consideration, 
Mr. Ryerson moved to amend the same, by striking out all 

:after the word " chancellor"; 
Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Jaques moved to strike out the section·; 
Which was disagreed to. 
The section, as amended, was then adopted. 

The fourth section being under consideration, 
Mr. Ogden moved to amend the same, by insert'ing, after 

" court", the words "or circuit courts"; 
Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Hornblower moved to amend, by striking out all after 
the word's "prerogative court"; 

Which was not agreed to. 
Mr. Field moved to amend, by inserting, after "surrogate 

general", the words "and judge"; 
Which was agreed to, an~ the section, as amended, was 

then adopted. 

The fifth section, which was substituted in comm.ittee of the 
whole, being under consideration, as follows: 

" The supreme court shall consist of a chief justice and fouT 
a ssociate justices; but the number of the associate justices 
may be increased or decreased by law, and never be less than 
two. 

The circuit coatts shall be held in every county of this 
state, by one or more of the justices of the supreme court, 
and shall in all cases within the county, except in those of a 
criminal nature, have common law jurisdiction concurrent 
with the supreme court: and any final judgment of a circuit 
court may be docketed in the supreme court, and shall operate 
as a judgment obtained in the supreme court, from the time of 
such docketing. 

Final judgments in any circuit court may be brought by 
writ of error into the supreme ·court, or directly into the c@urt 
of errors aFJd appeals in the last resort." 

L 

' 
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Mr. Ogden moved to amend the same, by inserting, after 
"supreme court", the words "or a judge appointed for that 
purpose"; 

Which was agreed to. 
Mr. Connolly moved to amend, by inserting, after the word 

1
" docketing", the following: "The circuitcourts shall also be • 
invested with qhancery powers, so far as relates to the fore
closure of mortgages within the several counties of this state" ; 

And OR this question the yeas and nays were ·demanded, and 
It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Bell, Mr. P. B. Kennedy, Mr. Ryerson, 
Brick, Laird, Stokes, 
Cassedy, Lambert, Swain, 
Connolly, Mickle, J. R. Thomson, 
Dickerson, Neighbour, R. P. Thompson, 
Fort, Parker, Wills, 
Haight, Pickel, Zabriskie-23. 
Hibbler, Pitney, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Brown, Mr. Halsted, Mr. Spencer, 
Browning, Hornblower, Stites, 
Cattell, R. S. Kennedy, Stratton, 
Child, Marsh, Ten Eyck, 
Clark, ,Naar, R. P. Thompson; 
Condit,, Ogden, Vanarsdale, 
Elmer, Parsons, Westervelt, 
Ewing, Randolph, Wood, 
Gilchrist, Schenck, Wurts (v. p.)-29. 
Green, Sickler, 

The section, as amended, was then adopted. 

The sixth section being under consideration, 
Mr. Randolph moved to postpone the same; which was dis

agreed to. 
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The question being on agreeing to the amendment made, in 
committee of the whole, to strike out the words, " One of the 
justices of the supreme court for the time being shall be one of 
the judges of the orphans' court now existing in and for the 
several counties of this state, in all cases except every regular 
term of said orphans' court when no circuit court is held in the 
county, such orphans' court may be held without a justice of 
the supreme court", and insert the following: " The orphans' 
court in each county of the state shall be held by the judges 
of the inferior court of common pleas appointed under this 
constitution, or by any three of them"; 

And the yeas and nays being demanded, 
It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Hibbler, Mr. Pickel, 
Bell, Holmes, Pitney, 
Brick, Jaques, Ryerson, 
Cassedy, R. S. Ken~edy, Sickler, 
Child, Laird, Stites, 
Connolly, Lambert, Stokes, 
Dickerson, Marsh, Swain, 
Ewing, Naar, J. R. Thomson, 
Fort, Neighbour, Westervelt, 
Green, Parker, Wills, 
Haight, Parsons, Zabriskie-34. 
Halsted, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Brown, Mr. P. B. Kennedy, Mr. Stratton, 
Browning, Mickle, Ten Eyck, 
Cattell, Ogden, R. P. Thompson. 
Clark, Randolph, Vanarsdale, 
Condit, Schenck, Wood-17. 
Gilchrist, Spencer, 

Mr. Ryerson moved to amend the same section, by striking 
out the words" appointed under this constitution"; 
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And the previous question being demanded, there was a 
second: 

And on the question, shall the main question be now put ?' 
it was decided in the affirmative. 

The question then being on agreeing to the amendment, the 
yeas and nays were demanded, and 

It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. Bell, 
Browning, 
Cassedy, 
Child, 
Connolly, 
Ewing. 
Fort, 
Haight, 
Hibbler, 
Holmes, 
Jaques, 

Mr. Allen, 
Brick, 
Brown, 
Cattell, 
Clark, 
Condit, 
Elmer, 
Gilchrist, 

YEAS. 

Mr. P. B. Kennedy, Mr. Sickler, 
Laird, Stokes, 
Lambert, Stratton, 
Mickle, Swain, 
Neighbour, J. R. Thomson, 
Ogden, R. P. Thompson~ 

Parker, Vanarsdale, 
Pickel, Wills, 
Pitney, W urls (v. p.) 
Ryerson, Zabriskie-31. 

NAYS. 

Mr. Green, 
Halsted, 
Hornblower. 
R. S. Kennedy, 
Marsh, 
Naar, 
Parsons, 

Mr. Randolph, 
Schenck, 
Spencer, 
Stites, 
Ten Eyck, 
Westervelt, 
Wood-22. 

The si;x:th section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Hornblower moved to amend, by inserting, after the-

word "three," the words "and not more than five'~; 
Which was not agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Ogden, 
Ordered, That the whole section be stricken ou.t. 
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The seventh section being under consideration, the same as 
amended in com.mittee of the whole, by substituting the fol
lowing, in lieu thereof, was agreed to. 

Sec. VII. "There shall be no more than five judges of the 
inferior court of common pleas in each of the counties of this 
state, after the terms of the judges of said court now in office 
shall terminate. One judge for each county shall be appointed 
every year, and no more, except to fill vacancies, which shall 
be for the unexpired term only. 

The commissions for the first appointments of judges of said 
court shall bear date and take effect on the first day of April 
next. Anet all subsequent commissions for judges of said 
court shall bear date and take effect on the first day of April 
in every successive year, except commissions to fill vacancies, 
which shall bear date and take effect when issued." 

The eighth section, which was substituted, in committee of 
the whole, for the section as originally reported by the com
mittee, being under consideration, as follows: 

" There shall be elected under this constitution, two, and 
not more than five justices of the peace, in each of the town
ships of the several counties of this state, and in each of the 
wards of the city of Newark. 

Whenever the population of a township or ward of the city 
of Newark shall not exceed two thousand, it shall have two 
justices only; when more than two, and not exceeding three 
thousand, it shall have three justices only; when more than 
three, and not exceeding six thousand, it shall have four jus
tices only; and when more than six thousand, it may have five 
justices. 
I 

The population of the townships in the several counties of 
the state, and of the several wards in the city of Newark, 
shall be ascertained by the last preceding census of the Uni
ted States, until the legislature shall provide by law some other 
method of ascertaining it." 

Mr. Parsons moved to amend the same, by striking out, at 
L2 
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the end of the first paragraph, "of the city of Newark" and 
inserting" in cities that may vote in wards"; 

Which was agreed to. 
Mr. Parsons moved further to amend the same, by striking 

out the words "in the city of Ne-wark" where they occur in 
the remainder of the section; 

Which was agreed to. 
Mr. Parsons moved to further amend the same, by adding,. 

after the words" five justices", the following: "provided, that 
whenever any township in this state, not divided into wards, 
has a population of more than nine thousand inhabitants, the 
electors of such township may elect an additional justice for 
each three thousand inhabitants above six thousand~'; 

Which was agreed to. 
Mr. Ogden moved to amend the same, by striking out the 

word "shall" after " three" in the fi rst paragraph; the same 
word before "have two justices", "have three justices'', and 
"have four justices'', and insert "may" in lieu of each seve
rally; and also to strike out the word" only" where it occurs; 

Which was agreed to. 
Mr. Hibbler moved to amend, by striking out all after the 

first paragraph to the end of the section; 
Which was not agreed to. 
Mr. Ryerson moved to amend the same, by leaving out 

"three" where it occurs in the second paragraph, and insert 
"four", and to strike out the words, and not exceeding six· 
thousand, it shall have four justices only, and when more than. 
four"; 

Which was agreed to. 
The section, as amended, was then agreed to. , 
The ninth section being under consideration, 
On motion of Mr. Ryerson, the same was ordered to b~ 

stricken out. 
On motion of Mr. Ryerson, 
Ordered, That the report of the Committee on the Judiciary 

Department, as amended and adopted, be referred to the select 
committee appointed to arrange and unite· the several reports. 
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Mr. Mickle moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
fourth section of the report of the Committee on the Executive 
Department was adopted; 

Which was not agreed to. 

The convention adjourned till to-'morrow morning, at nine 
o'clock. 

THURSDAY MORNING, 20th June. 

At nine o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Starr. 

Mr. Mickle presented four petitions from sundry inhabitants 
of this state, praying that the constitution provide that the gov
ernor shall be a native-born citizen of the United States; 

Which were read, and,. 
On motion of Mr. Ryerson, 
Ordered, That the same- do lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Zabriskie, 
The convention proceeded to the consideration of the report 

of the Committee on the Appointing Power and Tenure of 
Office, with the amendments made thereto in committee of the 
whole. 

The first article, relati vc to the appointment of "militia: 
officers," being under consideration, the first section of the 
same was agreed to, without amendment. 

The second section of the same article was adopted, with
out amendment. 

The third section being under consideration, thff amend~ 
ments made in committee of the whole to the same, were 
agreed to, and the section, as amended, was adopted. 

The fourth section was agreed to, without amendment. 

' 
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The fifth section being under consideration, 
Mr. R. S. Kennedy moved to amend, by substituting the 

following: · 
"Major generals shall be elected by the field officers of their 

respective divisions"; 
Which was disagreed to. 
Mr. Dickerson moved to amend, by adding to the section 

the words "and House of Assembly in joint-meeting"; 
Which was not agreed to. 
Mr. Hornblower moved to amend the section, by striking 

out "nominated" and inserting "appointed"; and also, by 
striking out all after the word "governor"; 

Which was disagreed to. 
The section was then adopted, without amendment. 

The sixth sectiop was agreed to, without amendment. 

The seventh section was adopted, without amendment,' 
I . 

The eighth section was agreed to, without amendment. 

The ninth section being under consideration, the amendment 
made to the same, in committee of the whole, was agreed to, 
and the section, as amended, was adopted. 

The tenth section being under consideration, the amend
ments made to the same, in committee of the whole were agreed 
to, and the section, as amended, was adopted. 

The eleventh section being under consideration, the same 
was ordered to be stricken out. 

The second article, relative to the appointment of "civil 
officers", being under consideration, 

The amendment made, in committee of the whole, to the first 
section was agreed to. 

Mr. Ten Eyck moved to amend the first section, by striking 
out all after the words " shall be" in the first clause, to the end 
of the same, and inserting the following : " appointed by the 
Senate and General Assembly in joint-meeting, and commis
sioned by the governor." 

The previous question being demanded, there was a second, 
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And on the question, shall the main question be now put? 
It was determiued in the affirmative. 

The question then being on agreeing to the amendment, the 
yeas and nays were demanded, .and 

It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz : 

YEAS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr.Elmer, Mr. Randolph, 
Bell, Ewing, Stites, 
Brown, Gilchrist, Swain, 
Cattell, Green, Ten Eyck, 
Child, Hornblower, · Westervelt, 
Condit, Marsh, Wills, 
Dickerson, Parker, Wood-21. 

NAYS. 

Mr. Brick, Mr. P. B. Kennedy, Mr. Schenck, 
Cassedy, Laird, Sickler, 
Clark, Lambert, Spencer, 
Connolly, Mickle, Stratton, 
Edsall, Naar, J. R. Thomson, 
Field, Neighbour, R. P. Thompson, 
Fort, Ogden, Vanarsdale, 
Haight, Parsons, Vroom, 
Halsted, Pickel, Williamson (pr.) 
Hibbler, Pitney, Wurts (v. p.) 
Holmes, Ryerson, Zabriskie-34. 
Jaques, 

The section, as amended, was then adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Parsons, 

The convention adjourned to this afternoon, at three o'clock~ 



' 

-

130 . 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

On motion of Mr. Connolly, it was 
Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to ex

amine and report the amount of incidental and other expenses 
incurred by this convention. 

Messrs. Connolly, Halsted, and Ewing were appointed said 
committee. 

The convention then proceeded to the consideration of the 
unfinished business of the morning, being the report of the 
Committee on the Appointing Power and Tenure of Office, as 
amended in committee of the whole. 

The second article being still under consideration, 
Mr. Green moved to reconsider the vote by which the first 

section of the same was adopted; 
Which was agreed to. 
Mr. Green moved to ·amend the first section, by striking out 

for the term of "seven years" and inserting " during good 
behaviour, or until removed in the ma~ner hereinafter pre
scribed"; 

And the yeas and nays being demanded, 
It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Field, Mr. Parker, 
Bell, Green, Spencer, 
Brown, Halsted, Stratton, 
Clark, Hornblower, Ten Eyck-12. 

NAYS. 

Mr.Brick, Mr.Elmer, Mr.Holmes, 
Cassedy, Ewing, Jaques, 
Condit, Fort, P. B. Kennedy, 
Connolly, Gilchrist, R. S. Kennedy, 
Dickerson, Haight, Laird, 
Edsall, Hibbler, Lambert, 



Mr: Marsh, 
Mickle, 
Naar, 
Neighbour, 
Ogden, 
Parsons, 
Pickel, 
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Mr. Pitney, 
Randolph, 
Ryerson, 
Sickler, · 
Stites, 
Swain, 
R. P. Thompson, 

Mr. Vanarsdale, 
Vroom, 
Westervelt, 
Wills, 
Wood, 
Wurts (v. p.) 
Zabriskie-39. 

Mr. Green moved further to amend the same section, by 
striking out "seven" before the word "years", and inserting 
"ten"; 

And on this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded, 
and 

It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Green, Mr. Spencer, 
Bell, Halsted, Stratton, 
Brick, R. S. Kennedy, Swain, 
Brown, Parker, Ten Eyck, 
Clark, Sickler, Wood-16. 
Elmer, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Cassedy, Mr. Hornblower, Mr. Pitney, 
Cattell, Jaques, Randolph, 
Condit, P. B. Kennedy, Ryerson, 
Connolly, Laird, Schenck, 
Dickerson, Lambert, Stites, 
Edsall, Marsh, R. P. Thompson, 
Ewing, Mickle, Vanarsdale, 
Field, Naar, Vroom, 

Fort, Neighbouri Westervelt, 

"ilchrist, Ogden, Wills, 

Haight, Parsons, Wurts (v. p.) 

Hibbler, Pickel, Zabriskie-37 : 

Holmes, 
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M:r. Jaques moved to amend the same section, by striking 
out" seven", before the word" years", and inserting" five"; 

And on this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded, 
and 

It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz : 

YEAS. 

Mr. Jaques, Mr. Naar-2. 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Haight, Mr. Randolph, 
Bell, Halsted, Ryerson, 
Brick, Hibbler, Schenck, 
Brown, Holmes, Sickler, 
Cassedy, Hornblower, Spencer, 
Cattell, P. B. Kennedy, Stites, 
Clark, R. S. Kennedy, Stratton, 
Condit, Laird, Swain, 
Connolly, Lambert, Ten Eyck, 
Dickerson, Marsh, R. P. Thompson, 
Edsall, Mickle, Vanarsdale, 
Elmer, Neighbour, Vroom, 
Ewing, Ogden, Westervelt, 
Field, Parker, Wills, 
Fort, Parsons, Wood, 
Gilchrist, Pickel, Wurts (v. p.) 
Green, Pitney, Zabriskie-51. 

The question then being on agreeing to the section, the 
yeas and nays were demanded, and 

It was determined in the affirmative, as · follows, viz: 

Mr.Brick, 
Cassedy, 
Clark, 

YEAS. 

Mr. Connolly, 
Edsall, 
Field, 

Mr.Fort, 
Haight, 
Halsted, 
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Mr. Hibbler, Mr. Neighbour, Mr. Sickler, 
Holmes, Ogden, Spencer, 
Jaques, Parker, Stratton, 
P. B. Kennedy, Parsons, J. R. Thomson, 
R. S. Kennedy, Pickel, R. P. Thompson, 
Laird, Pitney, Vanarsdale, 
Lambert, Randolph, Vroom, 
Mickle, Ryerson, Wurts (v. p.) 
Naar, Schenck, .Zabriskie-36, 

NAYS. 

Mr.Brown, Mr. Ewing, Mr.Swain, 
Cattell, Green, Ten Eyck, 
Condit, Hornblower, Westervelt, 
Dickerson, Marsh, Wood-14. 
Elmer, Stites, 

The second section being under consideration, 
Mr. Brick moved to amend, by striking out all after the 

words "common pleas", to the end of the section, and insert
ing "shall be appointed by the Senate and General Assembly 
in joint-meeting, and be commissioned by the governor"; 

And on this question the yeas and nays were demanded, and 
being called, 

It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz : 

Mr. Allen, 
Bell, 
Brick, 
Cassedy, 
Cattell, 
Child, 
Condit, 
Dickerson, 
Edsall, 
Ewing, 
Fort, 

YEAS. 

Mr.Haight, 
Hibbler, 
Holmes, 
P. B. Kennedy, 
Laird, 
Lambert, 
Marsh, 
Mickle, 
Neighbour; 
Ogden, 
Parsons, 
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Mr. Pickel, 
Pitney, 
Ryerson, 
Stites, 
Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 
J. R. Thomson, 
Vanarsdale, 
Westervelt, 
Wills, 
Wurts (v.p.)-33. 



Mr.Brown, 
Clark, 
Connolly, 
Elmer, 
Field, 
Gilchrist, 
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NAYS. 

Mr. Halsted, 
Jaques, 
R. S. Kennedy, 
Naar, 
Parker, 
Randolph, 

Mr. Schenck, 
Stratton, 
R. P. Thompson, 
Vroom, 
Wood, 
Zabriskie-18. 

The same section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Connolly moved to amend, by striking out the whole 

section, and inserting the following: 
"Judges of the courts of common pleas shall be elected by 

the people of their respective counties, at the annual elections 
for members of the General Assembly of this state"; 

And on this question the yeas and nays were demanded, and 
being called, 

It was determined in the negative, as follows, viz : 

YEAS. 

Mr. Cassedy, Mr. Jaques, Mr.Naar, 
Connolly, P. B. Kennedy, Pickel, 
Edsall, Marsh, Sickler-10. 
Fort, 

NAYS. 

Mt. Allen, Mr. Gilchrist, Mr.Ogden, 
Bell, Green, Parker, 
Brick, Haight, Parsons, 
Brown, Halsted, Pitney, 
Cattell, Hibbler, Randolph, 
Child, Holmes, Ryerson, 
Clark, Hornblower, Schenck, 
Condit, R. S. Kennedy, Spencer, 
Dickerson, Laird, Stites, \ 

Elmer, Lambert, Stratton, 
Ewing, Mickle, Swain, 
Field, Neighbour, Ten Eyck, 
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Mr. J. R. Thomson, Mr.Vroom, 
• R. P. Thompson, Westervelt, 

Vanarsdale, Wills, 

Mr. Wood, 
Wurts (v. p.) 
Zabriskie-45. 

The same section being still un<ler consideration, 
Mr. Allen moved to amend, by inserting after "common 

pleas" the words " and prosecutors of the pleas"; 
Which was disagreed to. 
The section, as amended, was then adopted. 

The third section being under consideration, 
Mr. Stratton moved to amend the same, by striking out the 

words " and inspectors" after " keeper"; 
Which was disagreed to. 
The section was then adopted, without amendment. 

The fourth section being under consideration, the amend
ment made in committee of the whole to the same, by prefix
ing the word " the'', was agreed to. 

The question being on agreeing to the amendment made in 
committee of the whole to the same section, to strike out 
"prosecutors of the pleas", 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and, being called, 
It was determined in the negative, as follows, viz: 

Mr.Clark, 
Fort, 
Hornblower, 

Mr. Allen, 
Bell, 
Brick, 
Brown, 
Cassedy, 
Cattell, 
Child, 
Connolly, 

YEAS. 

Mr. P. B. Kennedy, Mr. Ogden, 
Naar, V room-7. 

NAYS. 

Mr.Condit, Mr. Hibbler, 
Dickerson, Holmes, 
Edsall, Jaques, 
Elmer, R. S. Kennedy, 
Ewing, Laird, 
Gilchrist, Lambert, 
Haight, Marsh, 
Halsted, Neighbour, 

., 



Mr.Parker, 
Parsons, 
Pickel, 
Pitney, 
Randolph, 
Ryerson, 
Schenck, 
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Mr. Sickler, 
Spencer, 
Stratton, 
Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 

Mr. Vanarsdale, 
Westervelt, 
Wills, 
Wood, 

J. R. Thomson, 
R. P. Thompson, 

Wurts (v. p.) 
Zabriskie-44. 

The fourth section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Dickerson moved to amend the same, by striking out 

all after the words "shall be" to " Senate" and inserting ap
pointed by the Senate and General Assembly in joint-meeting"; 

And on this question the yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr.Elmer, Mr. Parker, 
Brown, F.wl.ng, Swain, 
Cattell, Fort, Ten Eyck,. 
Child, Haight, Westervelt, 
Condit, Hibbler, Wills, 
Dickerson, Marsh, Wood-18. 

NAYS. 

Mr. Bell, . Mr. R. S. Kennedy, Mr. Ryerson, 
Brick, Laird, Schenck, 
Cassedy. Lambert, Sickler, 
Clark, Mickle, Spencer, 
Connolly, Naar, Stratton, 
Edsall, Neighbour, J. R. Thomson, 
Gilchrist, Ogden, R. P. Thompson, 
Halsted, Parsons, Vanarsdale, 
Holmes, Pickel, Vroom, 
Hornblower, Pitney, Wurts(v.p.) 
Jaques, Randolph, Zabriskie-a4. 
P. B. Kennedy, 
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Mr. Naar moved to amend the same section, by striking out 
"secretary of state"; 

Which was not agreed to. 
The section, as amended, was then adopted. 

Mr. Wood offered the following, to be inserted as an inde
pendent section: 

"To guard the people against the inconvenience which may 
arise from vacancies not filled by reason of the non-concur
rence of the Senate in the nomination of the governor, in case 
any vacancy shall not be filled by the governor and Senate 
within ten days after the first nomination shall have been made, 
such office shall be forthwith filled by the Senate and General 
Assembly in joint-meeting"; 

And the yeas and nays being demanded, 
It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

• 
YE AS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Dickerson, Mr.Marsh, 
Brown, Ewing, Stites, 
Cattell, Gilchrist, Ten Eyck, 
Clark, Green, Westervelt, 
Condit, Hornblower, W ood-:---15. 

NAYS. 

Mr. Bell, Mr. P. B. Kennedy, Mr. Ryerson, 
Brick, R. S. Kennedy, Schenck, 
Cassedy, Laird, Sickler, 
Child, Lambert, Spencer, 
Connolly, Mickle, Stratton, 
Edsall, Naar, Swain, 
Elmer, Neighbour, J. R. Thomson, 
Fort, Ogden, R. P. Thompson, 
Haight, Parker, Vanarsdale, 
Halsted, Parsons, Vroom, 
Hibbler, Pickel, Wills, 
Holmes, Pitney, Wurts (v. p.) 
Jaques, Randolph, Zabriskie-39. 

M2 
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The fifth section being under consideration, the amendment 
made in committee of the whole, by striking out the same. 
was agreed to. 

The sixth section being under consideration, 
Mr. Stratton moved to amend the same, by inserting after 

the word " chancellor" the words " and surrogates of the 
counties by the surrogate general"; 

And on this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded , 
and 

It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz, : 

Mr. Brown, 
Clark, 
Condit, 
Halsted ,_ • 
Hornblower, 
R. S. Kennedy. 

Mr. Allen, 
Bell, 
Brick, 
Cassedy, 
Cattell, 
Child, 
Connolly,_ 
Dickerson,. 
Edsall, 
Ewing, 
Fort, 
Gilchrist,_ 

YEAS. 

Mr. Parker, 
Parsons, 
Randolph. 
Schenck, 
Spencer, 
Stratton, 

NAYS'. 

Mr. Green, 
Haight. 
Hibbler, 
Holmes. 
Jaques, 
P. B. Kennedy, 
Laird, 
Lambert ,._ 
Marsh, 
Mickle, 
Naar, 
Neighbour, 

Mr. Stites, 
Ten Eyck, 
Vanarsdale, 
Vroom, 
W estervelt-17. 

Mr.Ogden,. 
Pickel, 
Pitney, 
Ryerson,_ 
Sickler, 
Swain, 
J. R. Thomson,_ 
R. P. Thompson, 
Wills, 
Wood, 
Wurts (v. p.) 
Zabriskie-36. 

The sixth section was then adopted, without amendment. 

The seventh section being under consideration, 
Mr. Cattell moved to amend the same, by striking_ out the~ 

woi:ds "and surrogates";. 
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And on this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded, 
and 

It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Cattell, 
Clark, 
Condit, 
Gilchrist, 
Green, 
Hornblower, 

Mr. R. S. Kennedy, Mr. Ten Eyck, 
Marsh, Vanarsdale, 

Mr. Allen, 
Bell, 
Brick, 
Cassedy, 
Child, 
Connolly, 
Dickerson, . 
Edsall, 
Elmer, 
Ewing, 
Fort, 
Haight, 
Halsted, 

Parker, 
Schenck, 
Stites, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Hibbler, 
Holmes, 
Jaques, . 
P. B. Kennedy, 
Laird, 
Lambert, 
Mickle, 
Naar, 

· Neighbour, 
Ogden, 
Parsons, 
Pickel, 

Vroom, 
Westervelt, 
Wood-16. 

Mr. Pitney, 
Randolph, 
Ryerson, 
Sickler, 
Spencer, 
Stratton, 
Swain, 
J. R. Thomson, 
R. P. Thompson, 
Wills, 
Wurts (v. p.) 
Zabriskie-37. 

The section was then agreed to, without amendment. 
The eighth section being under consideration, 
Mr. Pitney moved to amend the same, by inserting after the 

word " state" the words " sheriffs shall hold no other office 
during the time for which they are elected"; 

Which was disagreed to. 
The section was then adopted, without amendment. 

The ninth section being under consideration, the amend
ment made in committee of the whole, by striking out the 
sar.!le, was agre.ed to. 
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The tenth section being under consideration, the amend
ments made, in committee of the whole, to strike out of the 
fi rst paragraph the words "of the several wards in the city of 
Newark", and inserting "of the. wards in cities that may vote 
in wards, in such manner and under such regulations as may 
be hereafter provided by law"; and also, in the fourth para
graph, to strike out "several wards in the city of Newark", 
and insert "wards in cities that may vote in wards", were 
severally agreed to. 

The amendment made, in committee of the whole, to the 
same section, by striking out the words following, viz: 

"In all elections of justices of the peace, if no more than 
two are to be elected in the township or ward, no elector shall 
vote for more than one person; if no morn than four are to be 
elected, no elector shall vote for more than two; and if five 
are to be elected, no elector shall vote for more than three" ; 

Being under consideration, and the question being on agree
ing to the same, the yeas and nays were demanded, and 

It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz, 

YEAS. 

Mr.Brick, Mr. Halsted, Mr. Pitney, 
Cassedy, Hibbler, Stratton, 
Condit, Holmes, Stites, 
Connolly, Hornblower, Swain, 
Dickerson, P. B. Kennedy, J. R. Thomson, 
Elmer, Laird, Vanarsdale, 
Ewing, Lambert, Vroom, 
Fort, Mickle, Wood, 
Gilchrist, Ogden, Wmts (v. p.)-29. 
Green, Pickel, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Clark1 Mr. R. S. Kennedy, 
Bell, Edsall, Marsh, 
Cattell, Haight, Naar, 
Child, Jaques, Neighbour, 

/ 



Mr.Parker, 
Parsons, 
Randolph, 
Ryerson, 

Sickler, 
Spencer, 
Ten Eyck, 

ompson, 
Westervelt, 
Wills, 
Za briskie-24. 

The same section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Child moved to amend the same, by striking out, in the 

third paragraph, the words "except when elected to fill vacan
cies, he shall hold for the unexpired term only"; 

Which was disagreed to. 
Mr. Ten Eyck moved to amend the same section, by strik

ing out, in the first paragraph, after " elected" to the end of 
the paragraph, and inserting "shall be appointed by the Se
nate and General Assembly in joint-meeting"; 

And on this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded, 
and 

It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr.Allen, Mr.Marsh, Mr. Ten Eyck, 
Condit, Schenck, Vanarsdale, 
Green, Spencer, W cstervelt, 
Halsted, Stites, Wood-13. 
Hornblower, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Bell, Mr.Fort, Mr.Naar, 
Brick, Gilchrist, Neighbour, 
Cassedy, Haight, Ogden, 
Cattell, Hibbler, Parker, 
Child, Helmes, Parsons, 
Clark, °Jaques, Pickel, 
Connolly, P. B. Kennedy, Pitney, 
Dickerson, R. S. Kennedy, Randolph, 
Edsall, Laird, Ryerson, 
Elmer, Lambert, Sickler, 
Ewing, Mickle, Stratton, 



Mr. Swain, 
J. R. Thomson, 
R. P. Thompson, 
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Mr. Vroom, 
Wills, 

Mr. Wurts (v. p.) 
Zabriskie-40. 

The section, as amended, was then adopted. 

The eleventh section being under consideration, the amend
ment made, in committee of the whole, to the same, was 
agreed to, and the section, as amended, was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Randolph, 
The twelfth section, as amended in committee of the whole, 

was ordered to be stricken out. 

On motion of Mr. Ryerson, it was 
Ordered, That the report of the committee on the Appoint

ing Power and Tenure of Office", as amended, be referred to 
the committee to arrange and unite the several reports. 

On motion of Mr. Stratton, 

The convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, at nine 
o'clock. 

FRIDAY MORNING, 21st June. 

At nine o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Reed. 

On motion of Mr. Ewing, 
The convention proceeded to the consideration of the report 

of the Committee on the Legislative Department, with the 
amendments made to the same in ~ommittee of the whole. 

The first section being under consideration, 
Mr. Randolph moved to amend the same, by striking out 

" department" and inserting " power"; 
Which was agreed to, and the section, as amended, was 

adopted. 
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The second section being under-consideration, 
The amendment made in committee of the whole, by strik

ing out the words "and each senator shall have one vote", 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Jaques moved to amend the section, by striking out the 
words for three years"; 

And on this amendment theveas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: · 

YEAS. 

Mr. Cassedy, Mr. P. B. Kennedy, Mr. Pitney, 
Dickerson, Laird, Swain, 
Edsall, Lambert, Ten Eyck, 
Ewing, Marsh, Vanarsdale, 
Fort, Naar, \V estervelt, 
Hibbler, Neighbour, Wills, 
Holmes, Pickel, Wood-22. 
Jaques, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Bell, Mr. Haight, Mr. Schenck, 
Brown, Halsted, Sickler, 
Child, Hornblower, Stratton, 
Clark, R. S. Kennedy, Stites, 
Condit, Mickle, J. R. Thomson, 
Connolly, Ogden, R. P. Thompson, 
Elmer, Parker, Vr9om, 
Field, Parsons, Williamson (pr.) 
Gilchrist, Randolph, Wurts (v. p.) 
Green, Ryerson, Zabriskie-30. 

The same section being still under consideration, 
· Mr. Connolly moved to amend, by striking out the same, 

and inserting the following, as a substitute: 

" II. The Senate shall consist of fifteen members, and shall 
never exceed twenty-one. 

The state shall be divided into five districts, each of which 

r 
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shall contain, as neatly as may be, an equal number of inhabi· 
tants, to be composed of entire and adjacent counties, and be 
entitled to three senators, who shall be chosen for three years, 
at the same time and in the same manner as the members of 
the General Assembly are required to be chosen. At the first 
session of the legislature under this constitution, they shall be 
divided by lot from their respective districts, as nearly as may 
be, into three respective classes: the seats of the senators of 
the first class shall be vacated at the expiration of the first 
year; of the second class at the expiration of the second year ; 
and of the third class at the expiration of the third year, so 
that one-third shall annually be chosen for ever thereafter. 

The present congressional districts, as now established by 
law, shall be the senatorial districts of this state until after the 
next census of the United States, and until the legislature shall 
alter the same; which they may do after every United States 
census shall be taken"; 

And on this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded, 
and 

It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Bell, Mr.Holmes, Mr.Naar, 
Condit, Hornblower, Pickel, 
Connolly, Jaques, Stites, 
Fort, P. B. Kennedy, Will~amson (pr.) 
Haight, Laird, . Wills-15. 

NAYS. 

Mr. Brown, Mr. Field, Mr. Mickle, 
Casserly, Gilchrist, Neighbour, 
Child, Green, Ogden, 
Clark, Halsted, Parker, 
Dickerson, Hibbler, Parsons, 
Edsall, R. S. Kennedy, Pitney, 
Elmer, Lambert, Randolph, 
Ewing; Marsh, Ryerson, 



Mr. Schenck, 
Sickler, 
Stratton, 
Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 
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Mr.J. R. Thomson, Mr. Westervelt, 
R. P. Thompson, Wood, 
Vanarsdale, Wurts (v. p.) 
Vroom, Zabriskie-37. 

The second section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Condit moved to amend, by inserting after "state" the 

words "except the county of Essex, which, on account of its 
large population, shall be entitled to two"; 

And on this amendment they eas and nays were demanded, 
and 

It was determined in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr.Bell, Mr. Hornblower, Mr.Naar-4. 
Condit, 

NAYS. 

Mr.Brown, Mr.Holmes, Mr. Schenck, 
Cassedy, Jaques, Sickler, 
Child, P~ B. Kennedy, Stites, 
Clark, R. S. Kennedy, Stratton, 
Connolly, Laird, Swain, 
Dickerson, Lambe1't, Ten Eyck, 
Edsall, Marsh, J. R. Thomson) 
Elmer, Mickle, R. P. Thompson, 
Ewing, Neighbour, Vanarsdale, 
Field, Ogden, Vroom, 
Fort, Parker, Westervelt, 
Gilchrist, Parso.ns, Williamson (pr.) 
Green, Pickel, Wills, 
Haight, Pitney, Wood, 
Halsted, Randolph, Wurts (v. p.) 
Hibbler, Ryerson, Zabriskie-48. 

The same section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Mickle moved to amend the same, by striking out 

three", before the word "years", and inserting" two") 
N 
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And on this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded1 

and 
It was decided in the negative, ns follows, viz : 

YEAS. 

Mr. Cassedy, Mr.Jaques, Mr.Pickel, 
Connolly, P. B. Kennedy, Pitney, 
Dickerson, Laird, Swain, 
Ewing, Lambert, Ten Eyck, 
Fort, Marsh, R. P. Thompson, . Haight, Mickle, Vanarsdale, 
Hibbler, Naar, Wills, 
Holmes, Neighbour, Wood-24. 

NAYS. 

Mr. Bell, Mr. Halsted, Mr. Sickler, 
Brown, Hornblower, Stites, 
Child, R. S. Kennedy, Stratton, 
Clark1 Ogden, J. R. Thomsorr, 
Condit, Parker, . Vroom, 
Edsall; Parsons, Westervelt, 
Elmer, Randolph, Williamson (pr.) 
Field, Ryerson, Wurts (v. p.) 
Gilchrist, Schenck, Zabriskie-28. 
Green, 

The section, as amended, was then adopted. 

The third section being under consideration, the same was 
agreed to, without amendment. 

The fourth section being under consideration, 
The amendments made to the same, in committee of the 

whole, were agreed to, and the section, as amended, was 
adopted. 

The fifth section being under consideration, the same was 
agreed to, without amendment. 

The sixth section being under consideration, the same wae 
·agreed to, without amendment. 
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The seventh section being under consideration, the same 
was adopted, without amendment. • 

The eighth section being under consideration, the same was 
agreed to, without amendment. 

The ninth section being under consideration, the same was 
agreed to, without amendment. 

The tenth section being under consideration, the same was 
adopted, without amendment. 

The eleventh section being under consideration, 
Mr. Parker moved to amend, by striking out the following 

words: "for the period of forty days from the commencement 
of the session; and shall not exceed the sum of one dollar and 
fifty cents per day for the remainder of the said session; 

And on this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded, 
and 

It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS . 

Mr.Brown, Mr. Halsted, Mr. Randolph, 
Browning, Hibbler, Schenck, 
Clark, Hornblower, Stites, 
Condit, Marsh, J. R. Thomson, 
Field, Mickle, Vanarsdale, 
Gilchrist, Parker, Wood-18. 

NAYS . 

Mr. Allen, Mr.Green, Mr.Ogden, 
Bell, Haight, Parsons, 
Cassedy, Holmes, Pickel, 
Child, Jaques, Pitney, 
Connolly, P. B. Kennedy, Ryerson, 
Dickerson, R. S. Kennedy, Sickler, 
Edsall, Laird, Stokes, 
Elmer, Lat'nbert, Stratton, 
Ewing, Naar, Swain, 
Fort, Neighbour, Ten Eyck, 
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Mr. R. P. Thompson, Mr. Williamson (pr.) Mr.Wurts (v. p.) 
Vroom, W~lls, Zabriskie-37. 
Westervelt, 

The eleventh section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Brown moved to amend the same, by striking out the 

words "which compensation", the word "not" before "ex
ceed", the words "the sum of three dollars per day or", and 
the words " and shall not exceed the sum of one dollar and 

. fifty cents per day for the remainder of said session", and 
insert, after the word "state", the words "No session of the 
legislature"; and also insert, after " commencement of the 
session," the words " unless when required or convened in extra
session by the governor", so as to read as follows: "No ses
sion of the legislature shall exceed the period of forty days from 
the commencement of the session, unless when required or con
vened in extra-session by the governor." 

And on this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded> 
and 

It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr.Brown, Mr. Condit, Mr. Randolph, 
Browning, Hornblower, Schenck, 
Clark, Mickle, Wood-9. 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Gilchrist, Mr. Marsh, 
Bell, Green, Naar, 
Cassedy, Haight, Neighbour, 
Child, Halsted, Ogden, 
Connolly, Hibbler, Parsons, 
Dickerson, Holmes, Pickel, 
Edsall, Jaques, Pitney, 
Elmer, P. B. Kennedy, Ryerson, 
Ewing, R. S. Kennedy, Sickler, 
Field, Laird, Stites, 
Fart, Lambert. Stokes. 



I 

Mr. Stratton, 
Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 
R. P. Thompson, 
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Mr. Vanarsdale, 
Vroom, 
Westervelt, 
Williamson (pr.) 

Mr. Wills, 
Wurts (v. p.) 
Zabriskie-44. 

The eleventh section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Randolph moved to amend, by striking out all after the 

words" treasury of the state"; 
Which was disagreed to. 
The amendment made, in committee of the whole, to the 

same section, was then agreed to. 
The question then recurring on agreeing to the section, as 

amended, the yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

Mr.Allen, 
Bell, 
Cassedy, 
Child, 
Connolly, 
Dickerson, 
Edsall, 
Elmer, 
Ewing, 
Field, 
Fort, 
Gilchrist, 
Green, 
Haight, 
Hibbler, 

Mr.Brown, 
Browning, 
Clark, 

YEAS. 

Mr.Holmes, 
Jaques, 
P. B. Kennedy, 
R. S. Kennedy, 
Laird, 
Lambert, 
Marsh, 
Mickle, 
Naar, 
Neighbour, 
Ogden, 
Parker, 
Parsons, 
Pickel, 
Pitney, 

NAYS. 

Mr.Condit, 
Halsted, 
Hornblower, 

N2 

Mr. Ryerson, 
Sickler, 
Stites, 
Stokes, 
Stratton, 
Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 
R. P. Thompson, 
Vanarsdale, 
Vroom, 
w· estervelt, 
Williamson (pr.) 
Wills, 
Wurts ( v. p.) 
Zabriskie-45. 

Mr. Randolph, 
Sche•ck, 
Wood-9. 
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The twelfth section being under consideration, 
Mr. Parker moved to amend the same, by striking out the 

words " their respective houses, and inserting "the legisla
ture" ; 

Which was disagreed to. 
The section was then adopted, without amendment. 

The thirteenth section being under consideration, 
And the question being on agreeing to the amendment made 

in committee of the whole, inserting, after " appointed'', the 
words "by the governor and Senate, or by the legislature." 

Mr. Ewing moved to amend the amendment, by striking out 
"legislature" and inserting" joint-meeting"; 

Which was agreed to. 

The amendment made in committee of the whole, as 
amended, was then agreed to. 

The same section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Ewing moved to amend the same, by striking out alf 

after the word "state" to the end of the section ; 
And on this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded,. 

and 
It was decided i.n the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr.Ewing, Mr.Swain, 
Browning, Hibbler, Ten Eyck, 
Cassedy, Laird, Westervelt, 
Connolly, Naar, Williamson (pr.) 
Dickerson, Stokes, WiUs-16. 
Elmer., 

NA YS-. 

Mr. Bell, Mr. Fort, Mr.Jaques, 
Brown, Gilchrist, P. B. Kennedy .. 

iChild, Green, R. S. Kennedy ,, 
Clark, Haight, Lambert, 
Condit, Halsted, Ma.a-sh, 
Edsall., Hernblower;. Micki~ 



Mr.Ogden, 
Parker, . 
Parsons, 
Pickel, 
Pitney, 
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Mr.' Randolph, 
Ryerson, 
Schenck, 
Stites, 
Stratton, 

Mr. Vanarsdale, 
Vroom, 
Wood, 
Wurts (v. p.)-32. 

Mr. Hornblower moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
amendment made in committee of the whole, as amended, was 
concurred in; . 

Which was agreed to. 
Mr. ·Hornblower moved to amend, by inserting, before 

"joint-meeting", the words "legislature in"; 
Which was agreed to. 
The amendment of the committee of the whole was then 

agreed to, and the section, as amended, adopted. 

The fourteenth section being under consideration, the same 
was agreed to, without amendment. 

The fifteenth section being under consideration, the amend
ments made in committee of the whole were concurred in col
lectively. 

Mr. Ryerson moved to amend the same, by striking out 
"No justice of the supreme court, nor judge of any other court, 
sheriff, justice of the peace, nor any" and insert the word" No"; 

Which was not agreed to. 
Mr. Connolly moved to amend the !!ame section, by inserting, 

after the words "of this state", the words " postmasters ex
cepted"; 

Which was disagreed to. 
The section, as amended, was then adopted. 

The sixteenth section being under consideration, the same 
was agreed to, without amendment. 

The seventeenth section being under consideration, the same 
was adopted, without amendment. 

"The eighteenth section being under consideration, the same 
was. agreed to, without amendment. 

The nineteenth section being un4er consideration, the 
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amendment, made in committee of the whole, to inseri, after 
the word "aggregate", the words "with any previous debts 
or liabilities", was concurred in. 

The question being on agreeing to the amendment made, in 
committee of the whole, to the same section, by striking out 
"twenty'', before the word "years", and inserting "thirty
fi ve." 

Mr. Gilchrist moved to amend the amendment, by inserting 
the following: "a limited period to be specified therein"; 

And on this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded, 
and, 

It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Browning, Mr. Gilchrist, Mr. Halsted-3. 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Hornblower, Mr. Ryerson, 
Bell, Jaques, Schenck, 
Brown, P. B. Kennedy, Stites, 
Cassedy, R. S. Kennedy, Stokes, 
Child, Laird, Stratton, 
Condit, Lambert, Swain, 
Connolly, Marsh, Ten Eyck, 
Dickerson, 

. 
Mickle, J. R. Thomson, 

Edsall, Naar, R. P. Thompson, 
Elmer, Neighbour, Vanarsdale, 
Field, Ogden, Vroom, 
Fort, Parker, Westervelt, 
Green, Parsons, Williamson (pr.) 
Haight, Pickel, Wills, 
Hibbler, Pitney, Wood, 
Holmes, Randolph, Wurts (v. p.)-48. 

Mr. Stratton moved to amend the amendment, made in 
committee of the whol~, by inserting "ten"; 
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And on this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded, 
and 

It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS . 

Mr. Bell, Mr. Mickle, Mr. Stratton-5. 
Jaques, Stokes, 

NAYS . 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Halsted, Mr. Pitney, 
Brown, Hibbler, Randolph, 
Browning, Holmes, Ryerson, 
Cassedy, Hornblower, Schenck, 
Child, P. B. Kennedy, Stites, 
Clark, R: S. Kennedy, Swain, 
Condit, Laird, Ten Eyck, 
Connolly, Lambert, J. R. Thomson, 
Dickerson, Marsh, R. P. Thompson, 
Edsall, Naar, Vanarsdale, 
Elmer, Neighbour, Vroom, 
Fort, Ogden, Westervelt, 
Gilchrist, Parker, Wills, 
Green, Parsons, Wood, 
Haight, Pickel, Wurts (v.p.)-45. 

Mr. Cassedy moved to amend the amendment, made rn 
committee of the whole, by inserting " twenty-five"; 

Which was disagreed to. 
The question then recurring on agreeing to the amendment 

made in committee of the whole, 
The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

Mr.Allen, 
Browning, 
Child, 

YEAS. 

Mr.Clark, 
Dickerson, 
Edsall, 

Mr.Elmer, 
Field, 
Gilchrist, 
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Mr.Green, Mr.Marsh, Mr. Schenck, 
Halsted, Neighbour, Stites, 
Hibbler, Parker, J. R. Thomson, 
Holmes, Parsons, R. P. Thompson, 
Hornblower, Pickel, Westervelt, 
P. B. Kennedy, Pitney, Wills, 
R. S. Kennedy, Randolph, Wood, 
Laird, Ryerson, Wurts (y. p.)-33. 

NAYS. 

Mr. Bell, Mr.Haight, Mr. Stokes, 
Brown, Jaques, Stratton, 
Cassedy, Lambert, Swain, 
Condit, Mickle, Vanarsdale, 
Connolly, Naar, Vroom-17. 
Fort, Ogden, 

The same s:ection being still under consideration, 
The amendment made, in committee of the whole, to add the 

following lo the end of the section: "This section shall not 
be construed to refer to any money that has been, or may be 
deposited with this state by the government of the United 
States'', was then agreed to. 

Pending the consideration of the nineteenth section, 

The convention adjourned to this afternoon, at three o'clock. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

Mr. Ryerson offered the following: 
Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to em

ploy a printer, to print and publish the journal of this con
vention; 
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Which wap read, and, 
On motion of Mr. Green, was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Wood moved to reconsider the vote by which the tenth 
section of the second article of the report of the Committee 
on the Appointing Power and Tenure of Office, as amended, 
was adopted. 

The previous question being demanded, there was a second; 
And on the question, shall the main question be now put't 

it was determined in the affirmative. 
And on the main question, shall the tenth section be recon

sidered? 
The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was determined in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. Allen, 
Bell, 
Brown, 
Browning, 
Child, 
Clark, 
Condit, 
Dickerson, 
Edsall, 
Field, 
Gilchrist, 

Mr. Cassedy, 
Connolly, 
Elmer, 
P.wing, 
Fort, 
Holmes, 

YEAS. 

Mr. Green, 
Haight, 
Halsted, 
Hornblower, 
Jaques, 
P. B. Kennedy, 
R. S. Kennedy, 
Lambert, 
Marsh, 
Naar, 
Neighbour, 

NAYS. 

Mr.Mickle, 
Ogden, 
Pickel, 
Pitney, 
Stokes, 

Mr.Parker, 
Parsons, 
Ryerson, 
Schenck, 
Stites, 
Stratton, 
Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 
R. P. Thompson, 
Westervelt, 
Wurts (v. p.)-33. 

Mr. J. R. Thomson, 
Vanarsdale, 
Vroom, 
Wills, 
Wood-16. 

Mr. Ryerson moved to reconsider the vote, by which the 
amendment made, in committee of the whole, to the tenth 
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!ection of the second article of the report on the appointing 
power and tenure of office, striking therefrom the words fol-
lowing, viz: · 

" In all elections of justices of the peace, if more than two 
are to be elected in the township or ward, no elector shall vote 
for more than one person; if no more than four are to be 
elected, no elector shall vote for more than two; and if five 
are to be elected, no elector shall vote for more than three"; 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Hornblower moved to amend the amendment, made in 
committee of the whole, by adding thereto the words "until 
otherwise provided by law." 

The previous question being demanded, there was a second; 
And on the question, shall the main question be now put7 

it was determined in the affirmative. 

The amendment to the amendment, in committee of the 
whole, was then disagreed to. 

The question then being on agreeing to the amendment 
made in committee of the whole, 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. Cassedy, 
Condit, 
Connolly, 
Dickerson, 
Elmer, 
Ewing, 
Field, 

~ 

Fort, 
Gilchrist, 
Green, 
Haight, 
Halsted, 

YE AS. 

Mr. Hibbler, 
Holmes, 
Hornblower, 
Jaques, 
P. B. Kennedy, 
Lambert, 
Mickle, 
Naar, 
Neighbour, 
Ogden, 
Pickel, 
Pitney, 

Mr. Schenck, 
Stites, 
Stokes, 
Stratton, 
Swain, 
J. R. Thomson, 
Vanarsdale; 
Vroom, 
Wills, 
Wood, 
Wurts (v. p.)-35. 
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Bell, 
Brown, 
Browning, 
Child, 
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NAYS. 

Mr.Clark, 
Edsall, 
R. S. Kennedy, 
Marsh, 
Parker, 

Mr. Parsons, 
Ryerson, 
Ten Eyck, 
R. P. Thompson, 
W estervelt-15. 

_The section, as amended, was then adopted. 

The convention then proceeded to the consideration of the 
unfinished business of the morning, being the report of the 
Committee on the Legislative Department, as amended in 
committee of the whole. 

The nineteenth section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Browning moved to amend the same, by striking out 

the following words: "impose and provide for a direct annual 
tax, sufficient with such other appropriations as may be made 
therein" and insert " make provision"; 

Which was disagreed to. 
The same section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Vroom moved to amend, by inserting, after the words 

"eontracting thereof", the following: "and shall be irrepeal
able until such debt or liability, and the interest thereon, are 
fully paid and satisfied." 

The previous question being demanded, there was a second; 
And on the question, shall the main question be now put1 

it was determined in the affirmative. 
The question then being on agreeing to the amendment, the 

yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. Allen, 
Brown, 
Cassedy, 
Clark, 
Connolly, 

YEAS. 

Mr. Dickerson, 
Edsall, 
Elmer, 
Ewing, 
Field, 

0 

Mr.Fort, 
Green, 
Haight, 
Hibble~\ 

Holmes, 



Mr.Jaques, 
P. B. Kennedy, 
R. S. Kennedy, 
Laird, 
Lambert, 
Mickle, 
Naar, 
Neighbour, 

Mr. Browning, 
Child, 
Condit, 
Gilchrist, 
Halsted, 
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Mr.Ogden, 
Pitney, 
Ryerson, 
Sickler, 
Stokes, 
Stratton, 
Swain, 
Ten .Eyck, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Hornblower, 
Marsh, 
Parker, 
Parsons, · 
Pickel, 

Mr. R. P. Thompson, 
Vanarsdale, 
Vroom, 
Westervelt, 
Wills, 
Wood, 
Wurts (v. p.)-38. 

Mr. Schenck, 
Stites, 
Williamson (pr.) 

13. 

The nineteenth section, as amended, was then adopted. 

The twentieth section being under consideration, 
Ar.id the question being on agreeing to the amendment, made 

in committee of the whole, by striking out the section, and 
inserting the following, as a substitute: 

" XX. The assent of two-thirds of the members elected to 
each house shall be requisite to the passage of every law 
appropriating public money or property to local or private 
purposes; and also to the passage of every law granting 
special rights or privileges, or for creating, continuing, or 
renewing private corporations, other than those for religious, 
literary or charitable purposes, or for works of public im
provement." , 

Mr. Ryerson moved to amend the substitute, by striking out 
the words "or for works of public improvement"; 

And on this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded, 
and 

It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. Connolly, 
Elmer, 
Ewing, · 

YEAS. 

Mr.Fort, 
Naar, 
Pickel, 

Mr. Ryerson, 
Schenck, 
Vanarsdale-9. 
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NAYS. 

Mi:. Allen, Mr.Holmes, Mr. Randolph, 
Bell, Hornblower, Sickler, 
Brown, Jaques, Stites, 
Child, P. B. Kennedy, Stokes, 
Clark, R. S. Kennedy, Stratton, 
Condit, Laird, Swain, 
Dickerson, Lambert, Ten Eyck, 
Edsall, Marsh, R. P. Thompson, 
Field, Mickle, Vroom, 
Gilchrist, Neighbour, Westervelt, 
Green, Ogden, Williamson, (pr.) 
Haight, Parker, Wills, 
Halsted, Parsons, Wood, 
Hibbler, Pitney, Wurts (v. p.)-42. 

Mr. Ryerson moved further to amend the substitute, by 
inserting, after "continuing", the words ·" altering, amending"; 

Which was agreed to. 
Mr. Marsh moved to amend the substitute, by striking out 

the words "continuing or renewing"; 
And on this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded,· 

art! 
It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. Allen, 
Bell, 
Browning, 
Green, 
Halsted, 

Mr. Cassedy, 
Child, 
Clark, 

YEAS. 

,Mr. Hornblower, Mr. Ten Eyck, 
R. S. Kennedy, Vanarsdale, 
Marsh, Westervelt, 
Ogden, Wood-14. 
Parsons, 

NAYS. 

Mr.Condit, 
Connolly, 
Dickerson,. 

Mr. Edsall, 
Elmer, 
Ewing, 



Mr.Fort, 
Gilchrist, 
Haight, 
Hibbler, 
Holmes, 
Jaques, 
P. B. Kennedy, 
Laird, 
Lambert, 
Mickle, 
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Mr.Naar, 
Neighbour, 
Parker, 
Pickel, 
Pitney, 
Randolph, 
Ryerson, 
Schenck, 
Sickler, 
Stites, 

Mr.Stokes, 
Stratton, 
Swain, 
J. R. Thomson, 
R. P. Thompson, 
Vroom, 
Williamson (pr.) 
Wills, 

· Wurts (v. p.)-38. 

Mr. Allen moved to amend the substitute, by striking out, 
after "privileges", the words "or for" and inserting "every 
law", and adding at the end "shall receive the assent of a 
majority of the whole number of each branch of the legisla
ture for two successive years." 

And on this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded, 
and · 

It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Brown, Mr. Jaques-4. 
Bell, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Browning, Mr. Green,. Mr. Neighbour, 
Cassedy, , Haight, Ogden, 
Child, Halsted, Parker, 
Clark, Hibbler, Parsons, 
Condit, Holmes, Pickel, 
Connolly, Hornblower, Pitney, 
Dickerson, P. B. Kennedy, Randolph, 
Edsall, R. S. Kennedy, Ryerson, 
Elmer, Laird, Sickler, 
Ewing, Lambert, Stites, 
Fort, Marsh, Stokes, 
Gilchrist, Naar, Stratton, 



Mr.Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 
J. R. Thomson, 
R. P. Thompson, 
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Mr. Vanarsdale, 
Vroom, 
Westervelt, 
Williamson (pr.) 

Mr. Wills, 
Wood, 
Wurts (v. p.)-47. 

Mr. Child moved to amend the substitute, by striking out 
the word " also" and inserting "the assent of three-fifths of the 
members elected to each house shall be requisite"; 

Which motion was agreed to. 
Mr. Vroom moved to amend the substitute, by inserting, 

after the word" purposes," the following: "or for creating, re
newing or extending any corporate body with banking or dis
counting privileges"; and also to insert, between the words 
"every" and "law", the word "other"; 

And on this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded, 
and 

It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Cassedy, Mr. Hibbler, Mr. Pickel, 
Condit, Holmes, Pitney, 
Connolly, Jaques, · Ryerson, 
Dickerson, P. B. Kennedy, Sickler, 
Edsall, Laird, Stokes, 
Elmer, Lambert, J. R. Thomson, 
Ewing, Mickle, R. P. Thompson, 
Fort, Naar, Vroom, 
Gilchrist, Neighbour, Wills, 
Green, Parker, Wurts (v.p.)-31. 
Haight, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. R. S. Kennedy, Mr. Stites, 
Brown, Ogden, Stratton, 
Browning, Parsons, Swain, 
Child, Randolph, Ten Eyck, 
Halsted, Schenck, Westervelt-16. 
Hornblower, 

o2 
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!'.I'he question then recurring on agreeing to the substitute~ 
as amended, 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
. It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz.: 

Mr. Cassedy, 
Condit, 
Connolly, 
Dickerson, 
Edsall, 
Elmer, 
Ewing, 
Fort, 
Green, 
Haight, 

Mr. Allen, 
Brown, 
Browning, 
Child, 
Halsted, 
Hornblower, 

YEAS. 

Mr. Hibbler, 
Holmes, 
Jaques, 
P. B. Kennedy, 
Laird, 
Lambert, 
Mickle, 
Naar, 
Neighbour, 
Parker, 

NAYS. 

Mr. R. S. Kennedy, 
Ogd~n, 
Parsons, 
Randolph, 
Schenck, 
Stites, 

Mr. Pickel, 
Pitney, 
Rverson, 
Sickler, 
Stokes, 
J. R. Thomson, 
Vanarsdale, 
Vroom, 
Wills, 
Wurts (v. p.)-30, 

Mr. Stratton, 
Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 
R. P. Thompson. 
W estervelt-17, 

The twenty-first section being under consideration, 
The amendments made in committee of the w_hole, by strik

ing out the word" the'', before" term"~ and inserting "a"; and 
also striking out the word "of'', ~after "term", and inserting 
u not exceeding", were severally agreed to. 

The question being on agreeing to the amendment, made in· 
committee of the whole, to the same section, by adding thereto 
"and all such charters may be altered, modified, .. or repealed 
by the legislature, whenever, in their opinion, the public good 
may require it: and every such charter, or .a renewal of the
same,_ shall contain a clause to that effect, or be inoperative";, 
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The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. P. B. Kennedy, Mr. Pickel, 
Laird, Pitney, 
Lambert, Ryerson, 
Mickle, Stokes, 
Naar, J. R. Thomson, 

Mr. Cassedy, 
Connolly, 
Dickerson, 
Edsall, 
Fort, . 
Haight, 
Hibbler, 
Holmes, 
JaliJ.ues, 

Neighbour, R. P. Thompson, 
Ogden, Vroom, 
Parker, Wills-25. 

NAYS. 

Mr. Bell, Mr. R. S. Kennedy, 
Browning, Randolph, 
Child, Schenck, 
Gilchrist, Sickler, 
Green, Stites, 
Halsted, Stratton, 

Mr. Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 
Vanarsdale; 
Westervelt, 
Wurts (v. p.)- 17. 

On motion of Mr. R. S. K~nnedy, it was 
Ordered, That when this convention adjourns, it will 

adjourn to meet to-morrow-morning, at eight o'clock. 
Pending the consideration of the twenty-first section, 

The convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, at eight 
o'clock. 

SATURDAY MORNING, 23d June. 

At eight <>'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjournment,, 
and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Kidder •. 

On. motion of Mr. Ryerson~ 

/ 
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The ~onvention proceeded to the consideration of the unfin. 
ished business of yesterday afternoon, being ·the report of the 
Committee on the Legislative Department, as amended m 
committee of the whole. 

The twenty-first section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Jaques moved to amend the same, by inserting, after 

"corporations", the words" and manufacturing companies"; 
Which was disagreed to. 
Mr. Jaques moved further to amend the same section, by 

adding thereto the following: "and the president and directors 
shall be individually liable for the debts of their respective 
companies, to the amount of their estates, and the stockhold
ers to double the amount of stock held by them, respectively"; 

And on this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded,. 
and 

It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Connolly, Mr. Jaques, Mr. Pickel, 
Fort, Lambert, Sickler-8. 
Hibbler, Naar, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr.Holmes, Mr. Spencer, 
Bell, P. B. Kennedy, Stites, 
Brown, R. S. Kennedy, Stokes, 
Browning, Laird, Stratton, 
Cassedy, Mickle, Swain, 
Child, Neighbour, Ten Eyck, 
Dickerson, Ogden, J. R. Thomson~ 
Edsall, Parker, Vanarsdale, 
Ewing, · Parsons,. Vroom, 
Gilchrist. Pitney, Westervelt, 
Green, Randolph, Wills, 
Haight, Ryerson, Wurts (v. p.),-38. 
Halsted, Schenck,. 
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The same section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Ryerson moved to reconsider the vote by which the 

amendment, made in committee of the whole, adding thereto 
the following: "and all such charters may be altered, modified, 
or repealed by the legislature, whenever, in their opinion, the 
public good may require it: and every such charter, or a 
renewal of the same, shall contain a clause to that effect, or 
be inoperative"; 

Which motion was agreed to, and the further consideration 
of the section postponed. 

Mr. Vroom moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
twentieth section, as amended, was adopted; 

Which motion was agreed to, and the further consideration 
of the section postponed. 

The twenty-second section being under consideration, 
And the question being on agreeing to the amendment, made . / 

in ·committee of the whole, by striking out the section, the V 
same was concurred in. 

Mr'. Child, on behalf, and at the request of the president, 
who was unable to attend this morning, offered the following, 
to be inserted as the twenty-second section: 

"8ec. XXII. No new county shall be created, unless the 
territory proposed to be set off into a new county, an.d the 
territory left in the county or counties affected thereby, shall 
severally be entitle!d, by the population embraced in each, to 
at least two representatives in the General Assembly, agree
ably to the ratio which shall then be established." 

Mr. Browning moved to amend the same, by striking out all 
to the word" unless", and inserting the following : " There shall V 
be no increase of the number of counties now in existence, by 
creating a new county"; 

Which was agreed to. • 

The previous question being demanded, there was a second ; 
And on the question, shall the main question be now put? 

it was determined in the affirmative. 
And on the main question, shall the section, as amended, be 



I 

166 

inserted as the twenty-second? it was decided in the affirm
ative. 

Mr. Fort offered the following, to be inserted as the twenty
third section: 

"XXIII. No county or township lines shall be altered, 
unless on proof of two months' previous public notice of such 
proposed alteration in one of the newspapers circulating 
therein" ; 

And on this question the yeas and nays were demanded, 
and 

lt was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. Cassedy, 
Connolly, 
Dickerson, 
Elmer, 
Ewing, 
Fort, 
Green, 
Halsted, 

Mr. Allen, 
Bell, 
Brown, 
Browning, 
Child, 
Condit, 
Edsall, 

YEAS. 

Mr. Hibbler, 
Jaques, 
P. B. Kennedy, 
Laird, 
Lambert, 
Mickle, 
Ogden, 
Pitney, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Hornblower, 
R. S. Kennedy, 
Naar, 
Neighbour, 
Parker, 
Pickel, 

Mr. Ryerson, 
Stokes, 
Ten Eyck, 
J. R. Thomson, 
Vanarsdale, 
Vroom, 
Wills-23. 

Mr. Randolph, 
Sickler, 
Spencer, 
Stratton, 
Swain, 
Wurts (v. p.)-19. 

Mr. Ryerson moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
twenty-second section was adopted,; 

Which was agreed to. 
It was moved that the further consideration of the same be 

postponed; 
Which motion was disagreed to. 
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Mr. Stokes moved to amend, by striking out the words 
" there shall be no increase"; 

Which motion was not agreed to. 
The question then being on the adoption of the section, the 

yeas and nays were demanded, ·and 
It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr~ Allen, Mr. Dickerson, Mr. Randolph, 
Bell, Elmer, Sickler, 
Brown, Fort, Spencer, 
Browning, Green, · Stratton, 
Cassedy, Jaques, Ten Eyck, 
Child, Parker, Vanarsdale, 
Connolly, Pickel, Wills-21. 

NAYS. 

Mr.Condit, Mr. P. B. Kennedy, Mr. Pitney, 
Edsall, R. S. Kennedy, Ryerson, 
Ewing, Laird, Stokes, 
Gilchrist, Mickle, Swain, 
Halsted, Naar, J. R. Thomson, 
Hibbler, Neighbour, Vroom, 
Hornblower, Ogden, . Wurts (v. p.)-21. 

The twenty-third section being under consideration, and the 
question being on agreeing to the same, 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz : 

Mr. Allen, 
Bell, 
Brown, 
Browning1 

Cassedy, 
Child, 

YEAS. 

Mr. Condit, 
Connolly, 
Dickerson, 
Elmer, 
Ewing, 
Field, 

Mr.Fort, 
Gilchrist, 
Green,1 
Halsted, 
Hibbler, 
Hornblower, 

v 
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Mr.Jaques, Mr.Parker, Mr. Stratton, 
P. B. Kennedy, Pickel, Swain, 
R. S. Kennedy, Pitney, Ten Eyck, 
Laird, Randolph, Vanarsdale, 
Lambert, Ryerson, Vroom, 
Naar, Sickler, Wills, 
Neighbour, Spencer, Wurts (v. p.) 
Ogden, Stokes, Zabriskie-42. 

NAYS. 

Mr.Edsall, Mr. Mickle, Mr.J.R. Thomson-3. 

The twenty-fourth section being under consideration, 
And the question being on agreeing to the amendment, made 

in committee of the whole, to the same, by striking out the 
following: "and the legislature shall pass laws to prevent the 
sale of all lottery tickets, except in lotteries which may now 
be authorized by a law of this state", · 

Mr. Hornblower moved to amend the amendment, by insert
ing the following: "and no tickets in any lottery, not authorized 
by the laws of this state, shall be bought or sold within the state." 

The previous question being demanded, there was a second ; 
And on the question, shall the main question be now put 'f 

it was decided in the affirmative. 
The amendment to the amendment, made in committee of 

the whole, was then agreed to. 
The question then being on agreeing to the amendment, 

made in committee of the whole, as amenq~d, it was deter
mined in the affirmative. 

The question then recurring on the adoption of the section, 
as amended, 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and it was decided in 
the affirmative by the votes of all the members present. 

The twenty-fifth section being under consideration, 
And the question being on agreeing to the amendment, made 

in committee of the whole, to the same, by adding thereto the 



169 

words "or depriving a party of any remedy for enforcing a 
contract which existed when the contract was made", 

The previous question was demanded, and there was a 
second; 

And on the question, shall the main question be now put? it 
was decided in the affirmative. 

And on the question, shall the amendment, made in com
mittee of the whole, be agreed to ? 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Bell, Mr. Green, Mr. Pitney, 
Browning, Hibbler, Randolph, 
Cassedy, Hornblower, Ryerson, 
Child, Jaques, Sickler, 
Condit, P. B. Kennedy, Spencer, 
Connolly, R. S. Kennedy, Stratton, 
Dickerson, Laird, Swain, 
Edsall, Lambert, Ten Eyck, 
Elmer, Mickle, J. R. Thomson, 
Ewing, Naar, Vroom, 
Field, Neighbour, Wurts (v. p.) 
Fort, Pickel, Zabriskie-36. 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Halsted, Mr. Stokes, 
Brown, Ogden, Vanarsdale, 
Gilchrist, Parker, Wills-9. 

The section, as amended, was then adopted. 

Mr. Hornblower offered the following, to be inserted as the 
twenty-sixth section: 

"Sec. XXVI. No private or special law shall be passed, 
authorizing the sale of any lands belonging, in whole or in 
part, to a minor or minors, or other persons; but the legisla
ture may, by law, authorize the court of chancery to order 

p 
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"Such sales to be made, upon an application to tha(court, by 
petition or otherwise." 

Mr. Ten Eyck moved to postpone the further consideration 
of the same; 

And on the question of postponement, 
Mr. Wurts, v. p., decided that the merits were not debate

able. 
Mr. Parker appealed from the decision of the chair; 
And on the question, shall the decision of the chair be sus

tained? it was decided in the affirmative. 
The motion to postpone the further consideration of the 

section, was then disagreed to. 
The question being on agreeing to the section, 
The previous question was demanded, and there was a 

second; 
And on the question, shall the main question be now put? it 

was decided in the affirmative. 
And on the question, shall the section be adopted, as the 

twenty-sixth section of the report now under consideration? 
Pending the same, 
On motion of Mr. Parker, 

The convention adjourned to this afternoon, at three o'clock. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn· 
ment. 

The convention proceeded to the consideration of the unfin
ished business of the morning, being the report of the Com
mittee on the Legislative Department, as amended in commit
.tee of the whole. 

The question being on the adoption of the section proposed 
to be inserted as the twenty-sixth, 
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Mr. Ryerson moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
main question was ordered to be put; 

Which motion was agreed to. 
The question then being, shall the main question be now put 'I 

it was determined in the negative. 
The further consideration of the proposed section was then 

postponed. 

The twenty-sixth section being under consideration, the 
same was agreed to, without amendment. 

The twenty-seventh section being under consideration, the 
amendments made in committee of the whole were agreed to. 

The section, as amended, was then adopted. 

The twenty-eighth section being under consideration, the 
amendment made in committee of the whole was agreed to. 

Mr. Ryerson moved to amend the same section, by substi
tuting therefor the following: 

" The fund for the support of free schools, and all money, 
stock, and other property which may hereafter be appropri
ated for that purpose, shall be securely invested, and remain a 
perpetual fund; and the income thereof, except so much as it 
may be judged expedient to apply to an increase of the capi
tal, shall be annually appropriated to the support of public 
schools, for the benefit of all the people throughout the state: 
and it shall not be competent for the legislature to borrow, 
appropriate, or use the same, or any part thereof, for any other 
purpose, under any pretence whatever." 

Mr. Gilchrist moved to amend the substitute, by inserting, 
between the words "purpose" and" shall'', the following: "or 
received into the treasury under the provisions of any law 
heretofore passed to augment said fund"; 

Which motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Ryerson, it was 
Ordered, That the further consideration of the section be 

postponed until Monday next. 

The twenty-ninth section being under consideration, the 
amendment, made in committee of the whole, by striking out 
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the same, was agreed to, and the section ordered to be stricken 
out. 

The thirtiefh section being under consideration, the amend
ment, made in committee of the whole, striking out the same, 
was agreed to, and the section ordered to be stricken out. 

On motion of Mr.' Fort, 
The convention proceeded to the consideration of so much 

of the report of the Committee on Subjects not referred to 
other committees, with the amendments made to the same in 
committee of the whole, as had been heretofore postponed. 

The "Schedule" of the same being under consideration, 
The amendments, made in committee of the whole, to the · 

first paragraph, were agreed to, and the same, as amended, 
was adopted. 

The amendment, made in committee of the whole, to the 
second paragraph, was agreed to. 

Mr. Ogden moved to amend the same, by striking out the 
words "of their respective offices or appointments", and in
sert " thereof"; 

Which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Gilchrist moved to amend the same, by striking out the 
words " unless by this constitution it is otherwise provided," 
and inserting " as if no change had taken place"; 

Which motion was disagreed t'o. 
The paragraph, as amended, was then adopted. 
The third paragraph was amended, so as to read as follows : 
"3. The present governor, chancellor, and ordinary, and 

treasurer of this state shall continue in office until successors, 
\ 

elected or appointed under this constitution, shall be sworn or 
affirmed into office." 

And the same, as amended, was agreed to. 

The fourth paragraph was agreed to, without amendment. 

Mr. Ryerson moved to amend the fifth paragraph, by insert-
ing, afte1· vacancies, the words " in office"; and alSo by insert~ 
ing, after "appointed", the words "or elected"; 

Which motion was agreed to. 
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Mr. Fort offered the following, and moved to insert it, as a 
substitute for the fifth paragraph: 

"It shall be the duty of the governor to fill all vacancies in 
office, by granting commissions which shall not extend beyond 
the end of the next session of the Senate, or the election or 
appointment of a successor." 

Pending the consideration of the same, 
On motion of Mr. Vroom, it was 
Ordered, That the fifth paragraph, and substitute offered there

for, be referred to the Committee on the Executive Department. 
Mr. Ryerson moved to insert the following, as the fifth para

. graph: 
" 5. The present governor of this state, or in case of his 

death or inability to act, then the vice president of Council, to
gether with the present members of tbe Legislative Council and 
secretary of state, shall constitute a board of state canvassers, in 
the manner now provided by law for the purpose of ascertain
ing and declaring the result of the first election for governor, 
members of the House of Representatives, and electors of 
preside.nt and vice president"; 

Which motion was agreed to. 
Mr. Ryerson moved to insert the following, as the sixth 

paragraph~ 

"6. The returns of the votes for governor, at the first elec
tion under this constitution, shall be transmitted to the secre
tary of state, in the manner now prescribed by law, and shall 
be counted, and the election declared, in the manner now 
prescribed by law in the case of election of efoctors of presi
dent and vice president"; 

Which was agreed to. 
Mr. Ryerson moved to amend the sixth paragraph, by insert

ing; after the first word, "the" the word •;first"; after "surro
gates", the words "of counties"; and before "which'', the 
words "the result of"; 

Which motion was agreed to. 
The paragraph, as amended, was then adopted, and ordered 

to stand as the seventh. 
P2 
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The amendment made to the seventh paragraph, in commit
tee of the whole, was agreed to, and the same, as amended> 
was adopted, and ordered to stand as the eighth. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, it was 
Ordered, That when this convention adjourns, it will adjourn 

to meet on Monday afternoon, at three o'clock. 

Mr. Ogden moved to amend the ninth paragraph, by strik
ing out "general" and adding the letter "s" to "election"; 

Which motion was agreed to. 
The paragraph, as amended, was then adopted, and ordered 

to stand as the tenth. 
The tenth paragraph was agreed to, without amendment,. 

and ordered to stand as the elev:enth. 
The amendments made, in committee of the whole, to the 

eleventh paragraph were agreed to, and the same, as amended ,. 
was adopted as the twelfth. 

The amendment made to the twelfth paragraph, in commit
tee of the whole, by striking out the same, was agreed to. 

The '' Provisional Articles" being under consideration, 
The amendment made, in committee of the whole, to the 

first paragraph, to add the words " until otherwise provided 
by law'', was agreed to. 

Mr. Vanarsdale moved to amend the first paragraph, by 
striking out the word "his", before " aecounts", and inserting: 
"·said"; 

\Vhich motion was agreed to. 
The first paragraph, as amended, was then adopted. 

The amendment made, in committee of the whole, to the 
second paragraph, to strike out the same, being under conside
ration, on motion of Mr. Pickel, it was 

Ordered, That the same be postponed until Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Vroom, it was 
Ordered, That the vote by which the first paragraph of the

"Schedule" was adopted be reconsidered. 

The convention. adiourned. till Mondar. afternoon, at three.
E>'clock~ 
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MONDAY AFTERNOON, 24th June. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Kidder. 

'l'he vice president presented a communication, addressed 
to the president, from James Carnahan, president of the College 
of New Jersey, inviting the members of the convention to 
attend the ensuing commencement of that institution; 

Which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Field, was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. R. S. Kennedy presented a letter from l\f. P. Van 
Loan, proposing to take a Daguerreotype sketch of the mem
bers of the convention, after the manner of that of the signers 
of the Declaration of Independence; 

Which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Pickel, was ordered to lie on the table. 
/ . 

Mr. Pitney, from the Committee on the Executive Depart-
ment, to which had been referred the fifth paragraph of the 
" Schedule" of the report of the Committee on Subjects not 
referred to other committees, made the following report: 

"When a vacancy happens in any office which is to be 
filled by the governor and Senate, or by the legislatµre in 
joint-meeting, the governor shall fill such vacancy, and grant 
commissions to expire at the end of the next session of the 
legislature: when a vacancy happens in the offices of clerks 
or surrogates of counties, the governor shall fill such vacancy, 
and grant commissions to expire when a successor is duly 
elected and qualified into office. 

It shall be the duty of the governor to fill all vacancies in 
vffice happening b.etween the adoption of this constitution and 
the first session of the Senate, and not otherwise provided for, 
and grant commissions to expire at the end of the first session 
<>f the Senate." 

On motion of Mr. Ryerson, 
The convention proceeded io the consideration of the repol't .. 
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Mr. Ryerson moved to amend the first section of the same~ 

by inserting, after the word "happens", the words "during the 
recess of the legislature"; 

Which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Randolph moved to amend the same section, by insert
ing, after the word "legislature", the words "unless a succes
sor shall be sooner appointed"; 

Which motion was agreed to. 

The section, as amended, was then adopted, and, 

On motion of Mr. Ryerson, was 
Ordered to be referred to the committee appointed to 

arrange and unite the several reports. 

The second section being under consideration, 
Mr. Ryerson moved to amend, by adding thereto the follow

ing: "or when a successor shall be elected or appointed under 
this constitution and qualified into office"; 

Which motion :vas agreed to. 

The section, as amended, was then adopted, and referred to 
the committee appointed to arrange and unite the several re
ports. 

On motion of Mr. Pickel, 
The convention then proceeded to the consideration of so 

much of the report of the Committee on the Legilllative De
partment as had heretofore been reconsidered and postponed. 

The twentieth section being under consideration, 

Mr. Vroom offered the following, as a substitute therefor: 

" Se~ . XX. The assent of two-thirds of the members elected 
to each house shall be requisite to the passage of every law. 
appropriating public money or property to local or private 
purposes, or granting special rights or privileges, or creating 
private corporations, other than those for religious, literary, or 
charitable purposes, or for works of public improvement." 

Mr. Ogden moved to amend the substitute, by striking out 
all after the word "purposes". 

The previous question being . demanded, there was a second ;, 
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And on the question, shall the main question be now put 1 it 
was decided in the affirmative. 

The question being on agreeing to the amendment to the 
substitute, the yeas and nays were demanded, and 

It was determined in the negative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. Allen, 
Bell, 
Browning, 
Child, 
Condit, 
Dickerson, 
Field, 
Halsted, 

Mr. Cassedy, 
Connolly, 
Edsall, 
Elmer, 
Ewing, 
Fort, 
Gilchrist, 
Green, 
Haight, 
Holmes, 

YE AS. 

Mr. Hornblower, Mr. Stites, 
R. S. Kennedy, Stratton, 
Marsh, Swain, 
Ogden, Ten Eyck, 
Parsons, Vanarsdale, 
Randolph, Westervelt, 
Schenck, W ood-23. 
Spencer, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Jaques, 
P. B. Kennedy, 
Laird, · 
Lambert, 
Mickle, 
Naar, 
Neighbour, 
Parker, 
Pickel, 

Mr. Pitney, 
Ryerson, 
Stokes, 
J. R. Thomson, 
R. P. Thompson, 
Vroom, 
Wills, 
Wurts (v. p.) 
Za briskie-28. 

The question then recurring on agreeing to the substitute, 
the yeas and nays were demanded, and 

It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. Cassedy, 
Connolly, 
Dickerson, 

YEAS. 

Mr. Edsall, 
Elmer, 
Ewing, 

Mr.Fort, 
Green, 
Haight, 

, 
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Mr.Holmes, Mr. Neighbour, Mr.J. R. Thomson, 
Jaques, Parker, R. P. Thompson, 
P. B. Kennedy, Pitney, Vanarsdale, 
Laird, Randolph, Vroom, 
Lambert, Spencer, Wills, 
Marsh, Stokes, Wurts (v. p.)-29. 
Mickle, Swain, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Halsted, Mr. Schenck, 
Bell, Hornblower, Stites, 
Brown, R. S. Kennedy, Stratton, 
Browning, Naar, Ten Eyck, 
Child, Ogden, Westervelt, 
Condit, Parsons, Wood, 
Field, Pickel, Zabriskie-22. 
Gilchrist, 

The vice president having decided that the substitute was 
not agreed to, it not having received the votes of the majority 
of all the members elected to the convention, 

Mr. Parker appealed from this decision; 
And on the question, shall the decision of the chair be sus

tained 'I it was determined in the affirmative. 
The question then being on agreeing to the substitute, made 

in committee of the whole, as amended, 
Pending the same, 
Mr. Zabriskie moved a call of the convention; 
Which was ordered, 
And the following members answered to the call: 

Mr. Allen, 
Bell, 
Browning, 
Cassedy, 
Cattell, 
Child, 

Mr. Condit, 
Connolly, 
Dickerson, 
Edsall, 
Elmer, 
Ewing, 

Mr. Field, 
Fort, 
Gilchrist, 
Haight, 
Halsted, 
Holmes,. 



Mr. Hornblower, 
Jaques, 
P. B. Kennedy, 
R. S. Kennedy, 
Laird, 
Lambert, 
Marsh, 
Mickle, 
Naar, 
Neighbour, 
Ogden, 
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Mr. Parker, 
Parsons, 
Pickel, 
Pitney, 
Randolph, 
Ryerson, 
Schenck, 
Spencer, 
Stites, 
Stokes, 
Stratton, 

On motion of Mr. R. P. Thompson, 

Mr. Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 
J. R. Thomson, 
R. P. Thompson, 
Vanarsdale, 
Vroom, 
Westervelt, 
Wills, 
Wood, 
Wurts (v. p.) 
Zabriskie-51. 

The further proceedings in the call were then dispensed_ 
• with. 

The yeas and nays being called on agreeing to the substi
tute of the committee of the whole, as amended, 

It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Cassedy, Mr.Haight, Mr.Pitney, 
Condit, Holmes, Sickler, 
Connolly, Jaques, Stokes, 
Dickerson, P. B. Kennedy, J. R. Thomson, 
Edsall, Laird, Vanarsdale, 
Elmer, Lambert, Vroom, 
Ewing, Mickle, Wills, 
Fort, Naar, Wurts (v. p.) 
Gilchrist, Neighbour, Zabriskie-29. 
Green, Pickel, 

NAYS -. 

Mr. Allen, Mr.Field, Mr.Ogden, 
Bell, Halsted, Parker, 
Browning, Hornblower, Parsons, 
Cattell, R. S. Kennedy, Randolph; 
Child, Marsh, Ryerson, 
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Mr. Schenck, 

Spencer, 
Stites, 
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Mr. Stratton, 
Swain, 

' Ten Eyck, 

Mr. R. P. Thompson, 
'V estervelt, 
W ood_..:.24. 

The twenty-first section being under consideration, 

And the question being on agreeing to the amendment made 
in committee of the whole, by adding the following: "and all 
such charters may be altered, modified, or repealed by the 
legislature, whenever in their opinion the public good may 
require it; and every such charter shall contain a clause to 
that effect, or be in operative"; 

And the yeas and nays being demanded, 
It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Cassedy, Mr. Lambert, Mr. Stites, 
Connolly, Mickle, Stokes, 
Dickerson, Naar, Stratton, 
Edsall, Neighbour, J. R. Thomson, 
Elmer, Ogden, R. P. Thompson, 
Fort, Pickel, Vroom, 
Haight, Pitney, Wills, 
Holmes, Ryerson, Wurts (v. p.) 
Jaques, Sickler, Zabriskie-28. 
P. B. Kennedy, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Gilchrist, Mr. Randolph, 
Bell, Green, Schenck, 
Brown, · Halsted, Spencer, 
Browning, Hornblower, Swain, 
Cattell, R. S. Kennedy, Ten Eyck, 
Condit, Laird, Vanarsdale, 
Ewing, Marsh, Westervelt, 
Field, Parsons, Wood-24. 

The same section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Zabriskie moved to amend the same, by striking out, 
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after the word "years", the words "but may be renewed)\ 
a nd inse~ting " and shall require the assent of two-thirds of 
the members elected to each house for their passage or 
renewal." 

And on this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded, 
nnd 

It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Cassedy, Mr.Holmes, Mr.Pitney, 
Condit, Jaques, Ryerson, 
Connolly) P. B. Kennedy, Stokes, 
Dickerson, Laird, J. R. Thomson, 
Edsall, Mickle, Vanarsdale, 
Elmer, Naar, Vroom, 
Ewing, Neighbour, Wills, 
Fort, Parker, W utts (v. p.) 
Green, Pickel, Zabriskie-28. 
Haight, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Hornblower, Mr. Spencer, 
Bell, R. S. Kennedy, Stites, 
Brown, Lambert, Stratton, 
Browning, Marsh, Swain, 
Cattell, Ogden, Ten Eyck, 
Child, Parsons, R. P. Thompson, 
Field, Randolph, Westervelt, 
Gilchrist, Schenck, Wood-26. 
Halsted, Sickler, 

The same section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Child moved to amend, by inserting the following, as a 

-substitute: 
"The assent of three-fifths of the members elected to each 

house shall be requisite to the passage of every law for grant• 
ing, continuing, altering, amending, or renewing charters fot 

Q. 
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banks or money corporations; and all such charters shall be 
limited to a term not exceeding twenty years, and shall con· 
tain a clause, giving to the legislature the power, by a vote of 
three-fifths of the members elected to each house, to alter, 
modify, or repeal the same, whenever in their opinion the pub
lic good may require it; and without such clause, every such 
charter, or a renewal of the same, shall be inoperative." . 

Mr. Hornblower movoo to amend the substitute, by strik
ing out " twenty", before the word " years", and inserting 
" fifteen"; 

Which motion was disagreed to. 
Mr. Hornblower moved to amend the substitute, by striking 

out all after the words " twenty years"; 
And on this amendment, the yeas and nays were demanded, 

and, . · 
It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr.Green, Mr. Randolph, 
Bell, Halsted, Schenck, 
Brown, Hornblower, Spencer, 
Browning, P. B. Kennedy, Stites, 
Cattell, R S: Kennedy, Ten Eyck, 
Condit, Marsh, Vanarsdale, 
Fieid, Parker, Westervelt, 
Gilchrist, Pitney, Wood-24. 

NAYS. 

Mr. Cassedy, Mr. Holmes, Mr. Ryerson, 
Child; Jaques, Sickler, 
Connolly, ·Lambert, Stokes, 
Dickerson, Mickle, Stratton, 
Edsall, Naar, Swain, 
Elmer, Neighbour, Vroom, 
.Ewing, Ogden, Wills, 
Fort, Parsons, Wurts (v. p.) 
Haight, Pickel, Za briskie-27 
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The question then being on agreeing to the substitute, 
The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Cassedy, Mr.Jaques, Mr. Pitney, 
Child, P. B. Kennedy, Ryerson, 
Dickerson, Laird, Stokes, 
Edsall, Lambert, Vanarsdale, 
Fort, • Mickle, Vroom, 
Green, Naar, Wills, 
Haight, Neighbour, Wurts (v. p.) 
Holmes, Pickel, Zabriskie-24. 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Gilchrist, Mr. Schenck, 
Bell, Halsted, Sickler, 
Brown, Hornblower, Spencer, 
Browning, R. S. Kennedy, Stites, 
Cattell, Marsh, Stratton, 
Condit, Ogden, Swain, 
Connolly, Parker, Ten Eyck, 
Elmer, Parsons, Wood-26. 
Ewing, Randolph, 

The same section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Pickel moved to postpone the same till to-morrow 

morning; 
Pending which motion, 
The convention adjourned till 

o'clock. 

• 
to-morrow morning, at nine 
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TuESDAY MORNING, 26th June. 

At nine o•clock the convention met, pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Child offered the following: 
Resolved, That it is expedient to require more than a 

majority of the members elected to· each house to grant char
ters for banks or money corporations; 

Which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Ryerson, 
The convention proceeded to the consideration of the unfin

ished business of yesterday afternoon, being so much of the 
report of the Committee on the Legislative Department as had 
heretofore been postponed. 

The twenty-first section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Brown moved to reconsider the vote by which the 

substitute offered for the same was disagreed to; 
And on this motion the yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Bell, Mr.Haight, Mr. Parker, 
Brown, Halsted, Pickel, 
Cassedy, Hibbler, Randolph, 
Cattell, Holmes, Spencer, 
Child, P. B. Kennedy, Stratton, 
Clark, Lambert, Ten Eyck, 
Dickerson, Marsh, Vanarsdale, 
Edsitll, Naar, Vroom, 
Gilchrist, Neighbour, Wills, 
Green, Ogden, Wurts (v. p.)-30'. 

NAYS. 

Mr._Allen,. Mr. Connolly, Mr.Jaques, 
Brick, Elmer, R. S. Kennedy, 
Browning, Ewing, Laird,. 
Condit, Foi:t,. Mickle .. 
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Mr. Parsons, Mr. Sickler, 
Pitney, Stites, 
Ryerson, Stokes, 
Schenck, Swain, 

Mr. Westervelt, 
Wood, 
Zabriskie-23. 

Mr. Child, by whom the substitute under consideration was 
offered, amended the same, by striking out all after the words 
" twenty years.'' 

Mr. Green moved to amend the substitute, by striking out 
all after "assent" and inserting the following: "of two-thirds 
of the members elected to each house shall be requisite to the 
passage of every law appropriating public money ~o priva~ 

purposes, or granting special rights or privileges, or for creat
ing, altering, or modifying charters for banks or money corpo
rations; and all charters for banks or money corporations shall 
be limited to a term not exceeding twenty years." 

The previous question being demanded, there was a second; 
And on the question, shall the main question be now put? it 

was decided in the affirmative; 
And on the question of agreeing to the amandment to the 

substitute, 
The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Cassedy, Mr. Hibbler, Mr. Pitney, 
Connolly, Holmes, Sickler, 
Dickerson, Jaques, Stokes, 
Edsall, P. B. Kennedy, Swain, 
Elmer, Laird, J. R. Thomson, 
Ewing, Mickle, Vroom, 
Fort, Naar, Wurts (v. p.) 
Green, Neighbour;. Zabriskie-26~ 
Haight,_ Pickel, 

NAYS~ 

Mr.Allen, Mr.Brick, Mr. Browning. 
Bell, Brown, Cattell, 

Q. 2 



Mr.Child, 
Clark,. 
Condit, . 
Field, 
Gilchrist, 
Halsted, 
Hornblower, 
R. S. Kennedy, 

Mr. Lambert, 
Marsh, 
Ogden, 
Parsons, 
Randolph, 
Ryerson, 
Schenck, 
Spencer, 

M1:. Stites,. 
Stratton, 
Ten Eyck,. 
Vanarsdale,, 
Westervelt, 
Wills, 
Wood-29. 

The question then being on agreeing to the substitute, as' 
amended, 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the affirmative, as follows; viz : 

YEAS. 

Mr. Cassedy, Mr. Jaques, Mr. Ryerson, 
Cattell, P. B. Kennedy, Sickler, 
Child, Laird, Stites, 
Clark, Lambert, Stokes, 
Condit, Mickle, Swain, 
Dickerson,, Naar, J. R. Thomson,. 
Edsall, Neighbour, Vanarsdale, 
Fort, Ogden, Vroom, 
Gilchrist, Parsons, Westervelt, 
Green, Pickel, Wills, 
Haight, Pitney, Wurts (v. p.) 
Holmes, Randolph, Zabriskie-37._ 
Hornblower, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Ewing, Mr. Schenck, 
Bell, Field, Spencer, 
Brick, Halsted, Stratton, 
Browning, Hibblei:, Ten Eyck, 
Connolly, R. S. Kennedy, Wood-17 .. 
Elmer, Marsh, 
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The article, proposed to be inserted as the twenty-sixth · 
section of the "Legislative" report, being under consideration, 
the same was, 

On motion of Mr. Hornblower, by whom it was offered, 
amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. XXVI. No private or special law shall be passed 
authorizing the sale of any lands belonging, in whole or in 
part, to a minor or minors, or other persons, who may at the 
time be under any legal disability to act for themselves"; 

And the question being on inserting the same, as the twenty
sixth section, 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. Allen, 
Bell, 
Brick, 
Brown, 

~Browning, 
Cassedy, 
Cattell, 
Child, 
Clark, 
Elmer, 
Ewing, 
Field, 
Gilchrist, 

Mr. Connolly, 
Dickerson, 
Edsall, 
Fort, 
Hibbler, 

YEAS. 

·Mr. Green, 
Haight, 
Halsted, 
Hornblower, 
Jaques, 
R. S. Kennedy, 
Lambert; 
Naar, 
Neighbour, 
Ogden, 
Parsons, 
Pitney, 
Randolph,. 

NAYS. 

Mr. Ryerson, 
Sich.'l.er, 
Spencer, 
Stratton, 
Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 
J. R. Thomson,. 
Vanarsdale, 
Vroom, 
Westervelt, 
Wood, 
Wurts (v .. p.) 
Zabriskie-39 .. 

Mr. P. B. Kennedy, Mr. Schenck,. 
Laird, Stites, 
Marsh, Stokes, 
Mickle, Wills-14~ 

Pickel, 
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The substitute offered for the twenty-eighth section, a~ 

amended, being under consideration, 
Mr. Edsall moved further to amend the same, by inserting, 

before the word "benefit", the word " equal." 
The previous question being demanded, there was a second; 
And on the question, shall the main question be now put 'I it 

was .decided in the affirmative. 
And on the question, shall the amendment be agreed to? the 

yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was determined in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. Allen, 
Bell, 
Brick, 
Cassedy, 
Child, 
Connolly, 
Dickerson, 
Edsall, 
Elmer, 
Ewing, 
Fort, 
Green, 
Haight, 

Mr. Browning, 
Clark, 
Condit, 
Field, 

YEAS. 

Mr. Hibbler, 
Holmes, 
Hornblower, 
Jaques, 
P. B. Kennedy, 
Laird, 
Lambert, 
Mickle, 
Naar, 
Neighbour, 
Pickel, 
Pitney, 
Ryerson, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Gilchrist, 
Halsted, 
R. S. Kennedy, 
Ogden, 

Mr. Sickler, 
Spencer, 
Stokes, 
Stratton, 
Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 
J. R. Thomson, 
Vanarsdale, 
Vroom, 
Westervelt, 
Wills, 
Wurts (v. p.) 
Zabriskie-39. 

Mr. Parsons, 
Schenck, 
Stites-II. 

The question then being on agreeing to the substitute, a$ 
amended, 

The. yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 
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YEAS. 

Mr.Bell, Mr. Haight, Mr. Randolph, 
Brick, Halsted, Ryerson, 
Browning, Hibbler, Schenck, 
Cassedy, Holmes, Sickler, 
Cattell, Hornblower, Spencer, 
Child, Jaques, Stites, 
Clark, P. B. Kennedy, Stokes, 
Condit, R. S. Kennedy, Stratton, 
Connolly, . Laird, Swain, 
Dickerson, Lambert, J. R. Thomson, 
Edsall, Marsh, Vanarsdale, 
Elmer, Naar, Vroom, 
Ewing, Neighbour, Westervelt, 
Field, Ogden, Wills, 
Fort, Parsons, Zabriskie-47. 
Gilchrist, Pitney, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Mickle, Mr. Ten Eyck, 
Brown, Pickel, Wurts (v. p.)-7. 
Green, 

Mr. Connolly offered the following, to be inserted as an ad
ditional section: 

"The legislature may, at any time, vest in circuit courts or 
courts of common pleas, within the several counties of this 
state, the exercise of chancery powers, so far as relates to 
the foreclosure of mortgages." 

The previous question being demanded, there was a second ; 
and on the qmilstion, shall the main question be now put? it 
was decided in the affirmative. 

The question then being on agreeing to the adoption of the 
additional section, 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 
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YEAS. 

Mr.Bell, Mr.Holmes, Mr.Pickel, 
Cassedy, Jaques, Pitney, 
Cattell, P. B. Kennedy, Spencer, 
Child, Laird, Stokes, 
Condit, Lambert, Stratton, 
Connolly, Marsh, Swain, 
Dickerson, Mickle, J. R. Thomson, 

.Edsall, Naar, Wills, 
Fort, Neighbour, Wurts (v. p.) 
Haight, Parsons, Zabriskie-31. 
Hibbler, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Gilchrist, Mr. Schenck, 
Brick, Green, Sickler, 
Brown, Halsted, Stites, 
Browning, Hornblower, Ten Eyck, 
Clark, R. S. Kennedy, Vanarsdale, 
Elmer, Ogden, Vroom, 
Ewing, Randolph, Westervelt, 
Field, Ryerson, Wood-24. 

Mr. Cassedy offered the following, to be inserted as an 
additional section: 

" Individuals or private corporations shall not be authorized 
to take private property, without just compensation first made 
to the owners." 

Mr. Child moved to amend tl}e same, by adding "in such 
manner as the legislature shall direct"; 

Which motion was disagreed to. 
Mr. Randolph moved to amend the same, by striking out 

"made" and inserting "paid or secured"; 
Which motion was disagreed to. 
The previous question being demanded, there was a second; 
And on the question, shall the main question be now put? it 

was determined in the affirmative. 
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And on the question, shall the section be adopted 1 
The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr.Haight, Mr. Schenck, 
Brick, Hibbler, Sickler, 
Brown, Holmes, Spencer, 
Browning, Jaques, Stites, 
Cassedy, P. B. Kennedy, Stokes, 
Cattell, Laird, Stratton, 
Child, Lambert, Swain, 
Clark, Mickle, J. R. Thomson, 
Connolly, Naar, Vanarsdale, 
Dickerson, Neighbour, Vroom, 
Edsall, Ogden, Westervelt, 
Elmer, Pickel, Wills, 
Ewing, Pitney, Wurts (v. p.) 
Fort, Ryerson, Zabriskie-43. 
Green, 

NAYS. 

Mr.Condit, Mr. Halsted, Mr. Parsons, 
Field, R. S. Kennedy, Randolph-8. 
Gilchrist, Marsh, 

On motion of Mr. ~ickler, it was 
Ordered, That the report of the Committee on the Legisla

tive Department, as amended, be referred to the committee 
appointed to arrange and unite the several reports. 

Mr. Parker offered the following: 
Resolved, That the rule authorizing a call for the previous 

question, the operation of which is to preclude debate on 
questions before the house, is not applicable to a convention 
called to deliberate upon and provide a constitution for the 
people of a free state; inasmuch as it compels members of 
the convention to VDte upon the adoption of principles of the 
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'first importance, without an opportunity of hearing the argu• 
ments and opinions of their fellow members, or of making 
known their own, and thus precludes an opportunity of forming 
a correct opinion. 

Resolved, That so much of the rules of this convention as 
allow the calling of the previous question, be, and the same is 
·hereby rescinded and annulled; 

Which was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Pickel, 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Pickel, 
The convention proceeded to the consideration of so much 

of the report of the Committee on Subjects not referred to 
other committees, as had been heretofore postponed. 

The second paragraph of the "Provisional Articles" being 
under consideration, the amendment made in committee of -
the whole, striking out the same, was· agreed to. 

Mr. Pickel moved to insert the following, as tbe second 
· paragraph: 

"Every taxable inhabitant in this state shall hereafter be 
taxed according to the value of his property, whether real or 
personal, to be ascertained in such manner as the legislature 
shall direct; provided nevertheless, the legislature shall have 
power to tax special privileges, in such manner as they may 
from time to time direct." 

Mr. Stokes moved to amend the same, by adding the fol
lowing: "and also all salaries, professions, and trades; and such 
tax shall be in proportion to the annual amount or profits of 
each." 

The previous question being demanded, there was a second; 
And on the question shall the main question be now put? it 

was determined in the affirmative. 
And on the question, shall the amendment be agreed to7 the 

yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz t 
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YEAS. 

.}Ir. Allen, Mr.Green, Mr. SpeI'l.cer) 
Bell, R. S. Kennedy, Stokes, 
Cassedy, Laird,' Swain, 
Condit, Marsh, Vanarsdale) 
Connolly, Ogden, Westervelt, 
Field, Parsons, Wills, 
Fort, Pickel, Wood-23-. 
Gilchrist, Ryerson, 

• 
NAYS. 

Mr. Browning, Mr. Halsted) Mr. Neighbour, 
Child, Hibbler, Pitney, 
Clark, Holmes, Schenck, 
Edsall, Jaques, Stratton, 
Elmer, P. B. Kennedy, Ten Eyck, 
Ewing, Mickle, Vroom-20. 
Haight, Naar, 

The question then being on agreeing to the paragraph, as 
amended, 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
• It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. Cassedy, 
Connolly, 
:Edsall, 
Fort, 
Haight, · 

Mr. Allen, 
Bell, 
Brown, 
Browning, 

YEAS. 

Mr.Holmes, 
Jaques, 
Lambert) 
Mickle, 
Naar, 

NAYS. 

Mr.Child, 
Clark, 
Condit, 
Elmer, 

R 

Mr.Pickel, 
Ryerson, 
Stokes, 
J. R. Thomson) 
W estervelt-15.. 

Mr.Ewing, 
Field, 
Gilchrist, 
Green, 



Mr. Halsted, 
Hibbler, 
P. B. Kennedy, 
R. S. Kennedy, 
Laird, 
Marsh, 
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Mr. Neighbour, 
Ogden, 
Parsons, 
Pitney, 
Schenck, 
Spencer, 

Mr. Stratton, 
Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 
Vanarsdale, 
Vroom, 
Wood-30. 

The "Schedule" being under consideration, 
Mr. Green offered the following: 
"The term of office of all persons elected or appointed 

under this constitution, except when herein otherwise directed, 
shall commence on the day of the date of their respective 
commissions; but no com.mission for any office shall bear date 
prior to the expiration of the term of the incumbent of said 
office"; 

Which was agreed to. 

The " Schedule" being still under consideration, 
On motion of Mr. Elmer, 
The first paragraph of the same was amended, by inserting, 

after the word "continue", the following: "and all indictments 
which shall have been found, or which hereafter may be found, 
for any crime or offence committed before the adoption of this 
<Constitution, may be proceeded upon." 

On motion of Mr. Green, 
The second paragraph was ame11ded, by inserting, after 

"action", the words " rights of action." 
The paragraph, as amended, was then agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the following was ordered to be 
inserted in the "Schedule": 

"The legislature shall pass all laws necessary to carry into 
effect the provisions of this constitution." 

The report of the committee on subjects not referred to 
other committees was then referred to the committee appointed 
to arrange and unite the several reports. 

On motion of Mr. Ryerson, 
The convention proceeded to the consideration of the report 
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of the Committee on Future Amendments to the Constitution, 
with the amendments made to the same, in committee of the 
whole. 

The first section being under consideration, the amendments 
made to the same, in committee of the whole, were severally 
agreed to. · 

The same section being still under consideration, 
Mr. Connolly moved to strike out " three months" and 

insert " six weeks"; 
Which motion was disagreed to. 
Mr. Brown moved to amend, by striking out, after " legis-

lature", the words "voting thereon": 
Pending the consideration of which amendment, 
On motion of Mr. Vanarsdale, 
The convention adjourned to this afternoon, at three o'clock. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

On motion of Mr. Dickerson, it was 
Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to draft an 

address, to be submitted to the people, in connection with the 
constitution agreed to by this convention. 

Messrs. Dickerson, Condit, Ewing, Field, and Browning 
were appointed said committee. 

The convention then proceeded to the consideration of the 
unfinished business of the morning, being the report of the Com
mittee on Future Amendments to the Constitution, as amended 
in committee of the whole. 

The first section being under consideration, and the question 
being on agreeing to the amendment to strike out, after " legis
lature", the words " voting thereon", 

Mr. Hornblower moved to amend the amendment, by 
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inserti-ng, between the words "constitution" and "·provided"', 
the following: "provid~d such majority shall be equal to a 
majority of the number of votes cast at the last preceding 
election for governor"; 

Which was agreed to. 
The question then being on agreeing to the amendment, as 

amended, 
The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr.Allen, Mr. Green, Mr. Schenck, 
Brown,_ Hornblower, Spencer, 
Browning, R. S. Kennedy, Stratton, 
Clark, Marsh, Ten Eyck, 
Condit, Parker, Westervelt, 
Elmer, Randolph, Wood-19. 
Gilchrist, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Brick, Mr. Hibbler, Mr. Pitney, 
Cassedy,. Holmes, Ryerson, 
CatteH, Jaques, Sickler, 
Child, P. B. Kennedy, Stokes, 
Connolly, Laird, Swain, 
Dickerson, Lambert, J. R. Thomson, 
Bdsall, Mickle, Vanarsdale, 
Ewing, Naar, Vroom, 
Field, Neighbour, Wills, 
Fort, Ogden, Wurts (v. p.) 
Haight, Parsons, Zabriskie-35. 
Halsted, Pickel, 

The first section, as amended, was then agreed to. 

The second section, which was added in committee of the 
whole, being under consideration, 

Mr. Halsted moved to amend the same, by striking out all 
to the words "the legislature";. 
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Which motion was agreed to. 
Mr. Jaques moved to amend the same, by striking out all 

after the word " constitution", and inserting, before the words 
"at a special election", the words" once every twenty years." 

The previous question being demanded, there was a second; 
And on the question, shall the main question be now put? it 

was decided in the affirmative. 
The question then being on agreeing to the amendment, the 

same was disagreed to. 
The question then recurring on agreeing to the section, as 

amended, 
The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. Cattell, 
Condit, 
Connolly, 
Elmer, 
Ewing, 
Fort, 
Gilchrist, 

Mr. Bell, 
Brick, 
Brown, 
Browning, 
Cassedy, 
Child, 
Clark, 
Dickerson, 
E:dsall, 
Field, 
Green, 
Haight, 

YEAS. 

Mr. Hibbler, 
Hornblower, 
Jaques, 
P. B. Kennedy, 
R. S. Kennedy, 
Lambert, 
Marsh, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Halsted, 
Holmes, 
Laird, 
Mickle, 
Neighbour, 
Ogden, 
Parker, 
Pickel, 
Pitney, 
Randolph, 
Ryerson, 
Schenck, 

R2 

Mr.Naar, 
Parsons, 
Stites, 
Stokes, 
Vanarsdale, 
Wood-20. 

Mr. Sickler, 
Spencer, 
Stratton, 
Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 
J. R. Thomson, 
Vroom, 
Westervelt, 
Wills, 
Wurts (v. p.) 
Zabriskie-35. 



198 

On motion of Mr. Parsons, 
The report of the Committee on Future Amendments to the 

Constitution, as amended, was then referred to the committee
appointed to arrange and unite the several reports. 

On motion of Mr. Ogden, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee of Revision be requested t°' 

report to the convention any additional articles, upon points· 
which have not been acted on, that they may consider should 
be incorporated in the constitution. 

The convention then proceeded to the consideration of the 
report of the committee appointed to inquire into the expe
diency of instituting a "Court of Reconciliation"; 

And the question beibg on agreeing to the report of the· 
committee of the whole, by which the report of the select 
committee was disagreed to, 

The same was concurred ir-

Mr. Field called up the communication from James Carna
han, president of the College of New Jersey, inviting the· 
members to attend the ensuing commencement of that institu
tion. 

Mr. Field moved that the same be accepted, and that when, 
this convention adjourns, it will adjourn to meet on Thun,--day. 
morning next, at eight o'clock. 

Mr. Mickle asked a division of the motion; which was. 
ordered; 

And on the question, shall the invitation be accepted 1: 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and 
It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz:. 

Mr.Brown,. 
Browning,, 
Cattell, 
Child, 
Clark, 
Condit,. 

YEAS. 

Mr. Connolly, 
Dickerson,, 
Edsall,. 
Elmer> 
Field, 
Fort,, 

Mr. Gilchrist~ 
Green, 
Haight, 
Halsted,. 
Hibbler, 
Holmes,. 
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Mr. Hornblowe1·, Mr. Parker, Mr. Stites, 
P. B. Kennedy, Parsons, Stratton, 
R. S. Kennedy, Pitney, Ten Eyck, 
Laird, Randolph, J. R. Thomson> 
Marsh, Schenck, Wood, 
Mickle, Sickler, Wurts (v. p.) 
Naar, Spencer, Zabriskie-40. 
Ogden, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Bell, Mr. Lambert, Mr. Stokes, 
Brick, Neighbour, Swain, 
Ewing, Pickel, Vanarsdale, 
Jaques, Ryerson, Vroom-12. 

It was then ordered, 
That when this convention adjourns, it will adjourn to meet 

on Thursday morning next, at eight o'clock. 

Mr. Ryerson called up the resolution, offered by him some 
days since, relative to printing the journal of the convention; 

Which was read, and withdrawn by 
Mr. Ryerson, who moved the adoption of the foliowing reso

lution, in place thereof: 
Resolved, That the journal of this convention, together with 

the act of the legislature calllng the convention, the proclama
tion of th_e governor respecting the election of delegates, the 
list of the members, and the vote of the people upon the adop
tion of the constitution, be published; and that a committee of 
three be appointed for that purpose.'' 

Mr. Green moved to amend the same, by stl'iking out alt 
after the word "published", and insert as follows: 

"Resolved:, That a committee of three be appointed to con
tract for said publication; and that the printing be done, under 
the direction of tJrn secretary of state, by the priB:ters to this 
convention, unless. it will be done by others upon more. favour
able terms." 

On motion of Mr. Marshi it was 
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Ordered, That the resolution and amendment do lie upon 
the table. 

On motion of Mr. Wood, 

The convention adjourned to Thursday morning next, at 
eight o'clock. 

THURSDAY MORNING, 27th June. 

At eight o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment, and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Starr. 

Mr. Condit asked to be excused from serving on the com
mittee appointed to draft an address to the people, in connec
tion with the constitution to be agreed upon by the convention; 

Which was granted, and 
Mr. Halsted appointed in his place. 
Mr. Vanarsdale, from the committee appointed to arrange 

and unite the several reports, made the following report: 

*.fl. Constitution agreed upon hy the delegates of the people of 
New Jersey, in convention, begun at Trenton on the four
teenth day of May, and continued to the -- day of June, 
eighteen hundred and fortyjour. 

We, the people of the State of New Jersey, grateful to 
Almighty God for the civil and religious liberty which He 
hath so long permitted us to enjoy, and looking to Him for a 
blessing upon our endeavours to secure and to transmit the 
same unimpaired to succeeding generations, do ordain and es
tablish this constitution. 

" For the convenience of the members of the convention, the committee, in pre
paring this report, have, in nil cases where any alteration or change of phraseology 
is proposed, inserted in the report the original fanguage, and the proposed substitute. 
The proposed substitutions and additions of the committee are in italics, the word• 
proposed to be stricken out, are in brackets. 
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RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES. 

I. All men are [by nature] (born equally) free and indepen
dent, and have certain natural and unalienable rights, among 
which are those of enjoying and defending life and liberty, 
ll.cquiring, possessing, and pi·otecting property, and of pursu
ing and obtaining safety and happiness. 

II. All political power is inherent in the people; govern
ment is instituted for the protection, security, and benefit of 
the people, and they have the right at all times to alter or 

. reform the same, whenever the public good may require it. 
III. No person shall (ever,) within this state, be deprived 

of the inestimable privilege of worshipping Almighty God in a 
manner agreeable to the dictates of his own conscience; nor 
under any pretence whatever be compelled to attend any place 
of worship contrary to his faith and judgment; nor shall any 
person within this state (ever) be obliged to pay tithes, taxes, 
or (any) other rates, for (the) building or repairing any church 
or churches, place or places of worship, or for the mainte
nancalof any minister or ministry, contrary to what he believes 
to be right, or has deliberately and voluntarily engaged (him
self) to perform. 

IV. There shall be no establishment of (any) one religious 
sect, in this state, in preference to another; and no inhabitant 
of this state shall be denied the enjoyment of any civil right, 
merely on account of his religious principles. 

V. Every person may freely speak, write, and publish his 
sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of 
that right. No law shall be passed to restrain or abridge the 
liberty of speech or of the press. In all prosecutions or indict
ments for libels, the truth may be given in evidence to the 
jury; and if it shall appear to the jury that the matter charged 
as libellous is tr~e, and was published with good motives and 
for justifiable ends, the party shall be acquitted : and the jury 
shall have the right to determine the law and the fact. 

VI. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searche& 
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and seizures, shall pot be violated ; and no warrant shall issue 
but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, 
and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the 
papers and things to be seized.' 

VII. The right of trial by jµry shall remain inviolate; but 
the legislature may authorize the trial of civil suits, when the 
matter in dispute does not exceed fifty dollars, by a jury of 
six men. 

VII. The right of trial by jury shall be continued inviolate; 
provided, that the legislature may authorize the trial of civil 
suits for matters in dispute not exceeding fifty dollars, by a jury 
of six men. 

VIII. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall have 
the right to a speedy and public trial. by an impartial jury; to 
be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation ; to be 
confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory 
process for obtaining witnesses in his favour, and to have the 
assistance of counsel in his defence. 

IX. No person . shall be held to answer for a criminal 
offence, unless on the presentment or indictment of ~rand 
jury, except in cases of impeachment, or in cases cognizable 
by justices of the peace, or arising in the army or [navy, or in 
the] militia, when in actual service in time of war or public 
danger. 

X. No person shall, after (an) acquittal, be tried for the 
same offence. All persons shall, before conviction, be bailable 
by sufficient sureties, except for capital offences, when the 
proof is evident or presumption great. 

XI. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be 
suspended, unless (when) in case of rebellion or invasion the 
public safety may require it. 

XII. The military shall be in strict subordination to the 
civil power. 

XIII. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any 
house without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, 
(but) except in a manner prescribeq by law. 

XIV. Treason against the state shall consist, only, in levying 
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\Var lfgainst it, or in adhering to its enemies, giving them aid 
and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason, unless 
on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or 
on confession in open court. 

XV. Excessive bail shall not be required, excessive fines 
shall not be imposed, and cruel and unusual punishments 
shall not be inflicted. 

XVI. Private property shall be held inviolate, but sub
ject to public use, provided a just compensation be made to 
the owner. 

XVII. No person shall be imprisoned for debt in ~ny action, 
or on any judgment founded upon contract, unless in cases 

· of fraud; nor shall any person be imprisoned for a militia fine 
in time of peace. 

XVIII. The people have the right freely to assemble to
gether, to consult for the common good, to make known their 
opinions to their representatives, and to petition for redress of 
grievances. 

XIX. This enumeration of rights and privileges shall not 
be construed to impair or deny others retained by the people. 

RIGHT OF SUFFP.AGE. 

1. Every white male citizen of the United States, of the 
age of twenty-one years, who shall have been a resident of 
this state one year, and of the county in \.vhich he claims his 
vote five months next before the election, shall be entitled to 
vote for all officers that now are, or hereafter may be elective 
by the people; provided, that no person in tbe military, naval, 
or marine service of the United States shall be considered a 
resident in this state, by being stationed in any garrison, bar
rack, or military or naval place or station within this state; 
and no pauper, idiot, (or) insane person, (or pauper) or person 
convicted of a crime which now excludes him from being a 
witness, unless pardoned or restored by law to the right of suf
frage, shall enjoy the right of an elector. 

2. The legislature may pass laws to deprive persons of the 
right of suffrage who shall be convicted of bribery at elections • 

• 

• 
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btSTRIBUTION OF THE POWERS OF GOVERNMENT. 

The powers of the government shall be divided into three 
distinct departments-the legislative, executive, and judicial; 
and no person or persons belonging to, or constituting one 
of these departments, shall exercise any of the powers pro
perly belonging to either of the others, except as herein ex
pressly provided. 

Legislative. 

I. The iegislative department of this state shall be vested in . 
a Senate and General Assembly. 

II. No person shall be a member of the Senate, who shall 
not have attained the age of thirty years, and have been a citi
zen and inhabitant of the state for four years, and of the 
county for which he shall be chosen one year, next before his 
election; and no person shall be a member of the General 
Assembly, who shall not have attained the age of twenty-one 
years, and hnve been a citizen and inhabitant of the state for 
two years, and of the county for which he shall be chosen 
one year, next before his election; provided, that no person 
shall be eligible as a member of either house of the legisla
ture, who shall not be entitled to the right of suffrage. 

III. Members of the Senate and General Assembly shall be 
elected yearly and every year, on the second Tuesday of 
October: and ,the two houses shall meet separately on the 
second Tuesday in January next after the said day of elec
tion; but the time of holding such -election may be altered by 
the legislature. 

IV. The Senate shall be composed of one senator from 
each county in the state, elected by the legal voters of the 
counties, respectively, for three years. 

V. As soon as the Senate shall meet after the first election 
to be held in pursuance of this constitution, they shall be di
vided, as equally as may· be, into three classes. The seats of the 
senators of the first class shall be vacated at the expiration of 
the first year ; of the s·econd class at the expiration of the 

• 
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second year; and of the third class at the expiration of the 
third year; so that one-third may be elected every year : and 
if vacancies happen, by resignation or otherwise, the persons 
elected to supply such vacancies shall be elected for the unex
pired terms only. 

VI. The General Assembly shall be composed of members 
annually elected by the legal voters of the counties, respec
tively, who shall be apportioned among the said counties as 
nearly as may be according to the number of their inhabitants. 
The present apportionment shall continue until the next cen
sus of the United States shall have been taken, and an appor
tionment of members of the General Assembly shall be made 
by the legislature, at its first session after the next and every 
subsequent enumeration or census, and when made shall re
main unaltered until another enumeration shall have been 
taken;-provided, that each county shall at all times be entitled' 
to one member: and the whole number of members shall never 
exceed sixty. 

VU. Each house shall direct writs of election for supplying 
vacancies, occasioned by death, resignation, or ot~erwise; but 
if vacancies occur during the recess of the legislature, the 
writs may be issued by the governor, under such regulations 
as may be prescribed by law. 

VIII. Each house shall be the judge of the elections, returns, 
and qualifications of its own members, and a majority of each 
shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller num• 
ber may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to 
'Compel the attendance of absent members, in such manner and 
under such penalties as each house may provide. 

IX. Each house shall choose its own officers, determine 
the rules of its proceedings, punish its members for disorderly 
behaviour, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, may expel 
-a member. 

X. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, 
nnd from time to time publish the same; and the yeas and 
nays of the membets of either house, on any question, shall, 

s 
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~t the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on the 
journal. 

XI. Neither house, during the session of the legislature1 

shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than 
three days, nor to any other place than that in which the two 
houses shall be sitting. 

XII. All bills and joint resolutions shall be read three times 
ih each house, before the final passage thereof; and no bill 
or joint resolution shall pass, unless there be a majority of all 
the members of each body personally present and agreeing 
thereto : and the yeas and nays of the members voting on 
suc!t .final pa§sage shall be entered on the journal. 

XIII. T he senators and members of the General Assembly 
shall receive a compensation for their services, to be ascer-

. tained by law, and paid out of the treasury of the state; 
which compensa tion shall not exceed the sum of three· dollars 
per day for the period of forty days from the commencement 
of the session; and shall not exceed the sum of one dollar and 
fifty cents per day for the remainder of the said session. When 

. convened in extra session by the governor, they shall receive 
such sum as shall be fixed for the first forty days of the ordi
nary session. They shall also receive the sum of one dollar 
for every ten miles they shall travel, in going to and return
ing from their plac~ of meeting, on the most usual route. The 
president of the Senate and the speaker of the House of As-

. sembly shall, in virtue of their offices, recei vc an additional 
compensation, equal to one-third of their per diem allowance 
as members. 

XIV. T he senators and members of the General Assembly 
shall, in all cases except treason, felony, and breach of the 
peace, be privileged from arrest during their attendcnce at the 
sitting of their respective houses, and in going to and returning 
from the same : and for any speech or debate, in either house, 
they shall not be questioned in any other place. 

XV. No member of the Senate or General Assembly shall, 
during the time for which he was elected; be nominated or 
appointed by the governor, or by the legislature in joint meet-
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ing, to any civil office under the authority of this state, which 
shall have been created, or the emol um en ts whereof shall have 
been increased, during such time. 

XVI. If any member of the Senate or General Assembly 
shall be elected to 'represent this state in the Senate or House 
of Representatives of the United States, and shall accept 
thereof, or shall accept of any office or appointment under the 
government of the United States, his seat in the legislature of 
this state shall thereby be vacated. 

XVII. No justice of the supreme court, nor judge of any 
other court, sheriff, justice of the peace, nor any person or 
persons possessed of any office of profit under the government 
of this state, shall be entitled to a seat either in the Senate 
or in the General Assembly; but, on being elected and taking 
his seat, his office shal l be considered va~nt: and no person 
holding any office of profit under the government of the Uni
ted States shall be entitled to a seat in either house. 

XVIII. AH bills for raising revenue shall originate in the 
House of Assembly; but the Senate may propose or concur 

· with amendments, as on other bills. 
XIX. No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but for 

appropriations made by law. 
L-X:. The credit ,of the state shall not be directly or indi

rectly loaned in any case. 
XXL The legislature shall not, in any manner, create any 

debt or debts, liability or liabilities, of the state, which shall 
singly, or in the aggregate with any previous debts or liabili
ties, at any time exceed one hundred thousand dollars, except 
for purposes of war, or to repel invasion, or to suppress insur
rection, unless the same shall be authorized by a law for some 
single object or work, to be distinctly specified therein; which 
law shall impose and provide for a direct annual tax, sufficient 
with such other appropriations as may be made therein, 
exclusive of loans, to pay the interest of such debt or liability 
as it falls due, and also to pay and discharge the principal of 
such debt or liability within thirty-five years from the time of 
1he contracting thereof, and shall be irrepealable until such 

• 
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debt or liability, and the interest thereon, are fully paid and 
discharged: and no such law shall take effect until it shall, at 
a general election, have been submitted to the people, anrl 
have received the sanction of a majority of all the votes cast 
for and against it at such election: and all money to be raised 
by the authority of such law shall be applied only to the spe
cific object stated in such law, and to the payment of the debt 
thereby created. This section shall not be construed to refer 
to any money that has been, or may be deposited with this 
state by the government of the United States. 

XXII. No divorce shall be granted by the legislature. 
XXIII. No lottery shall be authorized by this state; and no 

ticket in any lottery not authorized by a law of this state 
shall be bought or sold within the state. 

XXIV. The legislature shall not pass any bill of attainder, 
ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of con
tracts, or depriving a party of any remedy for enforcing a con
tract which existed when the contract was made. 

XXV. To avoid improper influences, which may result from 
intermixing in one and the same act such things as have no 
proper relation to each other, every law shall embrace but 
one object, and that shall be expressed in the title. 

XXVI. The laws of this state shall begin in the following 
style, "Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly 
of the State of New Jersey." 

XXVII. The fund for the support of free schools, and all mo~ 
ney stock, and other property, which may hereafter be appropri
ated for that purpose, or received into the treasury under the 
provision of any law heretofore passed to augment the said 
fund shall be securely invested, and remain a perpetual fund; 
and the income thereof, except so much as it may be judged 
expedient to apply to an increase of the capital, shall be annu
ally appropriated to the support of public schools, for the equal 
benefit of all the people of (throughout) the state; and it 
shall not be competent for the legislature to borrow, appropri
ate, or use the (same) said fund, nor any part thereof, foi: 
any other purpose, under any pretence whatever, 
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XXVIII. No private or special law shall be passed author
izing the sale of any lands belonging, in whole or in part, to a 
minor or minors or other persons who may at the time be 
under auy legal disability to act for themselves. 

XXIX. The assent of three-fifths of the members elected to 
each house shall be requisite to the passage of any law for grant
ing, continuing, altering, amending, or renewing charters for 
banks or money corporations; and all such charters shall be 
limited to a term not exceeding twenty years. 

XXX. Indi vi<luals or private corporations shall not be 
authorized to take private property for public use, without just 
compensation being first made to the owners. 

XXXI. The legislature may at any time vest in the circuit 
courts or courts of common pleas within the . several counties 
of this state, (the exercise of) chancery powers, so far as 
relates to the foreclosure of mortgages or sale of mortgaged 
premises. 

XXXII. Members of the legislature of this state shall, be
fore they enter on the duties of their respective offices, take 
and subscribe the following oath or affirmation : 

"I do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be,) that 
I will support the constitution of the United States and the 
constitution of the state of New Jersey, and that I will faith
fully discharge the duties of senator (or member of the Gene
ral Assembly, as the case may be,) according to the best of 
my ability." 

And members elect of the Senate or General Assembty are 
hereby empowered to administer to each other tbe said oath 
or affirmation. 

Executive. 

I. The executive power of this state shall be vested in a 
governor. 

II. The governor shall be elected by the legal voters of this 
state. The person having the highest number of votes shall be 
the governor; but if two, or more, shall be equal and highest 
in votes, one of them shall be chosen governor by the vote of 

s 2 
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the maj"ority of the members of both houses, in joint-meeting: 
contested elections for the office of governor shall be deter
mined in such manner as the legislature shall direct by law~ 

When a governor is to be elected by the people, such election 
shall be held at the time when and at the places where the peo
ple shall respectively vote for members of the state legislature. 

III. The governor shall hold his office for three years (from} 
to commence on the third Tuesday of January next ensuing 
the (annual) election for governor by the people, and ending 
on the Monday preceding the third Tuesday of January, three 
years thereafter: and he shall be (ineligible) incapable (to) 
of holding that office for three years next aftei· his term of 
service shall .have expired; and (provided that) no appoint
ments or nominations to office shall be made by the governor 
duri ng the last week of his said term. 

IV. The governor shall be not less than thirty years of age,. 
and ~ball hu ve been for twenty years, at least, a citizen of the· 
United States, and a resident of this · state seven years next 
before his election, unless be shall have been absent during 
that time on the public business of the United States or of 
this state. 

V. The governor shall, at stated times, receive for his ser
vices a compensation, which shall be neither increased nor 
diminished during the period for which he shall have been. 
elected . 

VI. He shall be the commander-in-chief of all the military 
and na\'al forces of the state; he shall have power to convene 
the legislature, whenever in his opinion public necessity le
quires it; he shall communicate by message to the legislature,. 
at the opening of each session, and at such other times as he 
may deem necessary, the condition of the state, and recom- , 
mend such measures as he may deem expedient: he shall take 
care that the laws be faithfully executed, and grant, under the 
great seal of the state, commissions to all such officers as shall 
by law be required to be commissioned. 

VII. Every bill which shall have passed both houses shall 
be presented to the governor: .if he approve, he shall sign it, 
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but if (he shall) not, (approve,) he shall return it, with his objee, 
tions, to the house in which it shall have originated, who shall 
enter the objections at large on their journal, and proceed to 
reconsider it: if after such reconsideration, a majority of the 
whole number of that house shall agree to pass the bill, it shall 
be sent, together with the objections, to the other house, by 
which it shall likewise be reconsidered; and if ai:-proved of by 
a majority of the whole number of that house, it shall bec.ome a 
law; but, in neither house shall the vote be taken on the same 
day on which the bill shall be returned to it: and in all such 
cases the votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas 
and nays, and the names of the persons voting for and against 
the bill shall be entered on the journal of each house, respec
tively: if any bill shall not be returned by the governor within 
five days, (Sunday excepted,) after it shall have been presented 
to him, the same shall be a law, in like manner as if he had 
signed it, unless the legislature, by their adjournment, prevent 
its return, in which case it shall not be a law. 

VIII. No member of Congress, or person holding an office 
under the United States, or this state, shall exercise the office 
of governor; and in case the governor, or person administer
ing the government of this state, shall accept any office under 
the government of the United States, or of this state, his office 
of governor shall thereupon be vacant. 

IX. The governor, or person administering the goverrnent,. 
shall have power to suspend the collection of fines and for
feitures, and grant reprieves, to extend until the expiration of 
a time not exceeding ninety days after conviction; but this. 
power shall not extend to cases of impeachment. 

X. The governor, or person administering the- government,. 
the chancellor, and the six judges of the court of errors and· 
appeals, or a major part of them, of whom the governor, or 
person administering the government, shall be one, may remit 
fines and forfeitures, and grant pardons after conviction, in alh 
cases except impeachment. 

XI. The governor, and all other civil officers under this· 
state, shall be- liable to impeachment for misdemeanor in office-.. 
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XII. In case of the death, resignation, or removal from 
office of governor, the powers, duties, and emoluments of the 
office shall devolve upon the president of the Senate, and in 
case of his death, resignation, or removal, then upon the 
speaker of the House of Assembly for · the time being, until 
another governor shall be duly elected and qualified; but in 
such case another governor shall be chosen at the next elec
tion for members . of the state legislature, unless such death, 
resignation, or removal shall occur within thirty days imme
diately preceding such next election, in which case a gover
nor shall be chosen at the second succeeding election for mem
bers of the state legislature. When a vacancy happens, during 
the recess of the legislature, in any office which is to be filled 
by the governor and Senate, or by the legislature in joint meet
ing, the governor shall fill such vacancy and the commission 
shall expire at the end of the next session of the legislature, 
unless a successor shall be sooner appointed: when a vacancy 
happens in the office of clerk or surrogate of any county the 
governor, shall fill such vacancy, ai•d the commission shall 
expire when a successor is duly elected and qualified to fill the 
office. 

XIII. In case of the impeachment of the governor, his 
absence from the state, or inability to discharge the duties of 
his office, the powers, duties, and emoluments of the office 
shall devolve upon the president of the Senate; and in case of 
his death, resignation, or removal, then upon the speaker of the 
House of Assembly for the time being, until the governor, 
absent or impeached, shall return or be acquitted, or until the 
disqualification or inability shall cease, or until a new governor 
be duly elected and qualified. · 

XIV. In case of a vacancy in the office of governor, from 
any other cause than those herein enumerated, or in case of 
the death of the governor elect before he is qualified into office, 
(the legislature shall have power to provide by law for filling 
such vacancy) the powers, duties, and emoluments of the 
office shall devolve upon the president of the Senate or spealrnr 
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of tlie House of .fl.ssembly, as above provided for, until a new 
governm· be duly elected and qualified. 

XV. The returns of the votes for governor, at the first election 
under this constitution, shall be transmitted to the governor of 
the state, or the person administering the government, and shall 
be counted, and the election declared, in the manner now pro
vided by law in the case of election of electors of president 
and vice president of the United States. 

Judiciary. 

I. That the judicial power of this state shall be vested in a 
court of errors and appeals in the last resort in all causes, as 
heretofore; a court for the trial of. impeachments; a court of 
chancery; a prerogative court; a supreme court; circuit courts, 
and such inferior courts as now exist, and as may be hereafter 
ordained and established by law; which inferior courts the 
legislature may alter or abolish, as the public good shall 
require. 

The court of: errors and 'appeals shall consist of the chan
cellor, the justices of the supreme court, and six judges, or a 
major part of them ; which judges are to be appointed for six 
years. 

Immediately after the court shall first assemble, the six 
judges shall arrange themselves in such manner that the seat 
of one of them shall be vacated every year, in order that there
after one judge may be annually appointed. 

Such of the six judges as shall attend the court, shall re
ceive, respectively, a per diem compensation to be provided 
by law. 

The secretary of state shall be the clerk of this court. 
When an appeal from an order or decree shall be heard, the 

chancellor shall inform the court, in writing, of the reasons for 
his order or decree; but he shall not sit as a member, or have 
a voice in the hearing or final sentence. 

When a writ of error shall be brought, no justice who. 
' has given a judicial opinion in the cause, in favour of or 

against any error complained of, shall sit as a member, or 
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have a voice on the hearing, or for its affirmance or reversal; 
but the reasons for such opinion shall be assigned to the court 
in writing. 

II. The House of Assembly shall have the sole power of im
peaching; [by a vote of a majority of all the members J; and 

· all impeachments shall be tried by the Senate: the members, 
when sitting for that purpose, to be on oath or affirmation 
"truly and impartially to try and determine the charge in ques
tion according to evidence": and no person shall be convicted 
without the concurrence of two-thirds of the members of the 
Senate. 

Tlie person impeached shall be suspended from exercising 
his office until his acquittal; and the judgment shall not exter:id 
farther than to removal from office and to disqualification to 
hold and enjoy any office of honour, profit, or trust under this 
state; but the party convicted shall nevertheless be liable to 
indictment, trial, and punishment, according to law. 

The secretary of state shall be clerk of this court. 
III. The court of chancery shall consist of a chancellor. 
IV. The chancellor shall be the ordinary, or surrogate ge

neral, and judge of the prerogative court. 
All persons aggrieved by any order, sentence, or decree of 

the orphans' court, may appeal from the same, or from any 
part thereof, to the prerogative court; but such order, sen
tence, or decree shall not be removed into the supreme court 
or circuit court, if the subject matter thereof be ·within the 
jurisdiction of the orphans' court. 

The secretary of state shall be the register of the prerogative 
court, and shall perform the duties required of him by law in 
that respect. 

V. The supreme court shall consist of a chief justice and 
four associate justices; (but) the number of the associate 
justices may be increased or decreased by law, but (and) shall 
never be less than two. 

The circuit courts shall be held in every county of this state, 
by one or more of the justices of the supreme court; or a 
judge, appointed for that purpose, and shall in all cases 
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within the county, except in those of a criminal nature, have 
·common law jurisdiction concurrent with the supreme court; 
and any final judgment of a circuit court may be docketed in 
the supreme court, and shall operate as a judgment obtained 
1n the supreme court, from the time of such docketing. 

Final judgments in any circuit court may be brought by 
writ of error into the supreme court, or directly into the court 
of errors and appeals (in the last resort.) 

VI. ';fhere shall be no more than five judges of the inferior 
court of common pleas in each of the counties in this state 
after the terms of the judges of said court now in office shall 
terminate. One judge for each county shall be appointed every 
year, and no more, except to fill vacancies, which shall be for 
the unexpired term only. 

The commissions for the first appointments of judges of said 
court shall bear date and take effect on the first day of April 
next; and all subsequent commissions for judges of said court 
shall bear date and take effect on the first" day of April in 
every successive year, except commissions to fill vacancies, 
which shall bear date and take effect when issued. 

VII. There may be elected under this constitution two, and 
not more than five, justices of the peace in each of the town
ships of the several counties of this state, and in each of the 
wards, in cities that may vote in wards. 

Whenever the population of a township or ward shall not 
·exceed two thousand, it may have two justices; when more 
than two, and not exceeding four thousand, it may have four 
justices; when more than four, it may have five justices; pro
vided, that whenever any township, in this state, not divided 
into wards, has a population of more than nine thousand in
habitants, (the electors of) such township may (elect) have 
an additional justice for each three thousand inhabitants above 
six thoosand. 

The population of the townships in the several counties o( 

the state and of the several wards shall be ascertained by the 
last preceding census of the United States, until the legislature 
shall provide by law some other mode of ascertaining it. 
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APPOINTING POWER AND TENURE OF OFFICE, 

111ilitia Officers. 

I. The legislature shall provide by law for enrolling, organ• 
izing, and arming the militia. 

II. Captaius, subalterns, and non-commissioned officers 
shall be elected by the members of their respective companies. 

III. Field officers of regiments, independent battalions, and 
sguadrons, shall be elected by the commissioned officers of 
their respective regiments, battalions, or squadrons. 

IV. Brigadier generals shall be elected by the field officers 
of their respective brigades. 

V. Major generals shall be nominated by the governor, and 
appointed by him, with the ad vice and consent of the Senate. 

VI. The legislature shall provide, by law, the time and 
manner of electing militia officers, and of certifying their elec
tions to the governor, who shall grant their commissions and 
determine their rank, when not determined by law; and no 
commissioned officer shall be removed from office but by the 
sentence of a court martial, pursuant to law. . 

VII. In case the electors of subalterns, captains, or field 
officers, shall refuse or neglect to make such elections, the 
governor shall have power to appoint such officers, and to fill 
all vacancies caused by such refusal or neglect. 

VIII. Brigade inspectors shall be chosen by the field officers 
of their respective brigades. 

IX. The governor shall appoint the adjutant general, quar
termaster general, and all other militia officers whose appoint
ment is not otherwise provided for in this constitution. 

X. Major generals, brigadier generals, and commanding 
officers of regiments, independent battalions, and squadrons, 
shall appoint the staff officers of their di visions, brigades, 
regiments, independent battalions, and squadrons, resp~ctively. 

Civil Officers. 

I. Justices of the supreme court, chancellor, and judges of 
the court of errors and appeals, shall be nominated by the gqv-
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~rnor, and appointed by him, with the advice and consent of 
the Senate. 

The justices of the supreme court and chancellor shall hold 
their offices for the term of seven years; shall, at stated times, 
receive for their services a compensation, which shall not be 
diminished during the term of their appointments; and they shall 
hold no other office under the government of this state . or of 
the United States (government.) 

II. Judges of the courts of common pleas shall be appointed 
by the Senate and General Assembly, in joint-meeting, and 
commissioued by the governor. 

They shall hold their offices for five years;-except when 
appointed to fill vacancies, they shall hold for the unexpired 
terrh only. 

III. The treasurer and keeper, and inspectors of the state 
prison, shall be appointed by the Senate and General Assembly, 
in joint-meeting, and commissioned by the governor. 

They shall hold their offices for one year, and until their 
successors shall be duly qualified into office. 

IV. The attorney general, prosecutors of the pleas, clerk of 
the supreme court, clerk of tlie (and) court of chancery, and 
-secretary of state, shall be nominated by the governor, and ap• 
pointed by him, with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

They shall hold their offices for five years. 
V. The law reporter shall be appointed by the justices of the 

supreme court, or a majority of them; and the chancery r(!>. 
porter shall be appointed by the chancellor. 

They shall hold their offices for five years. 
VI. Clerks and surrogates of counties shall be elected by the 

people of their respective counties, at the annual elections for 
members of the General Assembly of this state. 

They shall be commissioned by the governor, and hold their 
:offices for five years. 

Vlh Sheriffs and coroners shall be elected annually, by the 
people of their respective counties, at the annual elections fot 
members of the General Assembly of this state. 

They may be re-elected until they shall have served three 
T 

I 
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years, but no longer; after which, three years must elapse 
before they can be again elected. 

They shall be commissioned by the governor. 
VIII. Justices of the peace shall be elected, by ballot, at the 

annual meetings of the townships in the several counties of the 
state, and of the wards in the cities that may vote in wards, 
in such manner, and under such regulations, as may be here
after provided by law. 

They shall be commissioned by the governor, for the county, 
and their commissions shall bear date and take effect on the 
first day of May next after their election. 

They shall hold their offices for five years: except when 
elected to fill vacancies, they shall hold for the unexpired 
term only; provided, that the commission of any justice of the 
peace shall become vacant upon his ceasing to reside in the 
township in which he vvas elected. 

The first election for justices of the peace shall take place at 
the next annual town meetings of the townships in the several 
counties of the state, and of the wards in cities that may 
vote in wards. 

IX. A II other officers, whose appointments are not otherwise 
provided for by law, shall be nominated by the governor, and 
appointed by him, with the ad vice and consent of the Senate; 
and (they) shall hold their offices for the time prescribed by law. 

X . .11.ll officers nominated by the governor, and appointed 
by him, with the advice and consent of the Senate_, shall be 
commissioned by tlze govern01·. 

FUTURE AMENDMENTS. 

Any specific amendment or amendments to the constitution 
may be proposed in the Senate or Assembly; and if the same 
shall be agreed to by a majority of the members elected to each 
of the two houses, such proposed amendment or amendments 
shall be entered on their journals, with the yeas and nays taken 
thereon, and referred to the legislature then next to be chosen, 
and shall be published, for three months previous to making 
such choice, in at least one newspaper of each county, if any 
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be published therein : and if in the legislature next chosen, as 
aforesaid, such proposed amendment or amendments, or any 
of them, shall be agreed to by a majority of all the members 
elected to each house, then it shall be the duty of the legislature 
to submit such proposed amendment or amendments, or such 
of them as may have been agreed to as aforesaid by the two 
legislatures, to the people, in such manner and at such time, at 
least four months after the adjournment of the legislature, as 
the legislature shall prescribe: and if the people, at a special 
election, to be held for that purpose only, shall approve and 
ratify such amendment or amendments, or any of them, by a 
majority of the electors qualified to vote for members of the 
legislature voting thereon, such amendment or amendments, so 
approved anri ratified, shall become part of the constitution ; 
provided, that if more than one amendment be submitted, they 
shall be submitted in such manner and form that the people 
may vote for or against each amendment separately and dis
tinctly; but no amendment or amendments shall be submitted 
to the people by the legislature oftener than once in five years. 

SCHEDULE. 

That no inconvenience may arise from the change in the 
constitution of this state, and in order to carry the same into 
complete operation, it is hereby declared and ordained that-

I. The common and statute laws now in force in the state 
of New Jersey, not repugnant to this constitution, shall remain 
in force until they expire by their own limitation, or be altered 
or repealed by the legislature; and all writs, actions, causes 
of action, prosecutions, contracts, claims, and rights of indi
viduals and of bodies corporate, and of the state, and all char
ters of incorporation, shall continue; and all indictments which 
shall have been found, or which may hereafter be found, for 
any crime or offence committed before the adoption of thi~ 
constitution, may be proceeded upon as if no change had taken 
place. 

The seve1·al courts of law and equity of this state, except 
as herein otherwise provided, shall continue with tlte like pow-
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ers and jurisdiction as if this constitution nail not' been 
adopted. 

II. All officers nqw filling any office or appointment, shalt 
continue in the exercise of the duties thereof, according to their
i:espective commissions or appointments, unless, by this con
stitution, it is otherwise directed. 

UI. The present governor, chancellor, and ordinary or surro
gate general, and treasurer of this state shall continue in office 
until successors, elected or appointed under this constitution ~ 

shall be sworn or affirmed into office. 
IV. In ease of the death, resignation, or disability of the 

present governor, then the person who may be vice presi
dent of Council at the time of the adoption 'of this constitu
tion shall continue in office, and administer the government 
of this state, until a governor shall have been elected and 
sworn or affirmed into office under this constitution. 

V. The present governor of this state, or in case of his death 
or inability to act, then the vice president of Council, together 
with the present members of the Legislative Council and 
secretary of state, shall constitute a board of state canvassers, 
in the manner now provided by law, for the purpose of ascer
taining and declaring the result of the next ensuing (first} 
election for governor, members of the House of Representa
tives, and electors of the president and vice president. 

VI. The returns of the votes for governor, at the said next 
ensuing election (under this constitution) shall be transmitted to 
the secretary of state, (in the manner now provided by law} 
and shall be counted, and the election declared, in the manner 
now provided by law in the case of the electio? of electors of 
pr,esident and vice president 

VII. The election of clerks and surrogates, in those coun
ties where the term of office of the present incumbents shalb 
expire previous to the general election of eighteen hundred and 
forty-five, shall be held at the general election next ensuing 
the adoption of this constitution; the result of which election 
shall be ascertained in the same manner as i~ now I,>rovided by 
la.w {or tb~ cl,ection. of sheriffs .. 
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VIII. The first election of clerks and surrogates of coun
ties shall be held at the general election next previous to the 
expiration of their terms of office; the result of which elec
tion shall be ascertained in manner as is now provided by law 
for the election of sheriffs. 

IX. The elections for the year eighteen hundred and forty-
four shall take place as heretofore provided by law. ' 

X. The legislature shall pass all laws necessary to carry 
into effect the provisions of this constitution. 

XI. It shall be the duty of the governor to fill all vacancies 
in office happening between the adoption of this constitution 
and the first session of the Senate, and not otherwise provided 
for; and the commissions shall expire at the end of the first 
session of the Senate, or when (a) successors shall be elected or 
appointed under this constitution and qualified into office. 

XII. The restriction of the pay of members of the legisla
ture, after forty days from the commencement of the session, 
shall not be applied to the first legislature convened under this 
constitution. 

PROVISfONAL ARTICLES. 

I. The secretary of state shall be ex officio an auditor of 
the accounts of the treasurer, and, as such, it shall be his duty 
to assist the legislature in the annual examination and settle
ment of said accounts, until otherwise provided by law. 

II. The seal of the state shall be kept by the governor, 
or person administering the government of this state, and used 
by him officially, and shall be called the Great Seal of the 
State of New Jersey. · 

III. All grants and commiiSions shall be in the name, and by 
the authority of the State of New Jersey, sealed with the great 
seal, signed by the governor, or person administering the go
vernment of this state, and countersigned by the secretary 
of state, and shall run thus: "The State of New Jersey 
to -- ---,greeting." All writs shall be in the name 
of the state; and all indictments shall conclude in the follow
ing manne1-, viz: "against the peace of this state, the govern
ment and dignity of the same." 

T2 



IV'. No religious test shall be· required as a· qualificatioo too 
any office or public trust under this state. 

V. The term of office of all officers elected or appointed: 
under this constitution, except when herein otherwise directed,. 
shall commence on the day of the date of their respective com-
missions; but no commission for any office shall bear date prior 
to the expiration of the term of the incumbent of said office. 

Which was read, al!...d the amendments made by the com
mittee, pursuant to the authority vested in them by the reso-
lution under which they were appointed. 

Were seventlly agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Randolph, 
The convention adjom:ned. to this afternoon, at three o'clock .. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjournment;. 

The convention proceeded to the consideration of the report· 
of the committee appointed to arrange and unite the several 
reports. 

The title being under consideration, 
On motion of Mr. Ryerson, 
The same was amended, by striking out all after " June" · 

and inserting " in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun
dred and forty-four." 

The' preamble was read, and agreed to, without amendment .. 

"Rights and· Privileges" being4under considerntion, the first 
sectioa was read and adopted. 

l\'.Ir. Browning moved to suspend the rule, for the purpose of.' 
offering an . amendment to the second section ;· 

Which motion was disagreed to. 
The section. was then adopted, without amendment. 

The third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, and ninth sec
tions were severally read, and agreed to,. without amendment. 
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The tenth section having been read, 
Mr. Halsted moved to suspend the rules, for the purpose of 

offering an amendment to the same; 
And on this motion the yeas and nays were demanded,. 

and 
It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz : 

Mr.Brown, 
Browning,. 
Cassedy,. 
Cattell, 
Child,. 
Clark,. 

Mr. Allen,. 
Bell, 
Brick, 
Condit, 
Elmer, 
E~ving, 

Field, 
Fort, 
Green, 
Haight, 
Hibbler, . 
Holmes, 

YEAS. 

.Mr .. Connolly, 
Dickerson, 
Edsall, 
Gilchrist, 
Halsted ,. 
Marsh, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Hornblower, 
Jaques, 
P. B. Kennedy, 
R. S. Kennedy,. 
Laird, 
Lambert, 
Mickle, 
Naar, 
Neighbour, 
Ogden, 
Parker, 
Pickel, 

Mr. Schenck, 
Stokes, 
J. R. Thomson,. 
Wood, 
Wurts (v. p.)-11-

Mr. Pitney,. 
Randolph,. 
Ryerson,. 
Sickler, 
Spencer, 
Stites, 
Stratton,.. 
Swain, 
Ten Eyck,. 
Vroom, 
Wills, 
Zabriskie-36 .. 

The eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, six
teenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth sections were· 
then severally read, and agreed to, without amendment. 

Mr. Ogden moved to recommit the report,. so far as acte& 
upon by the convention,. to the committee, for the purpose of 
dividing the same into sections, numbering,. and reprinting. 

Mr. Clark moved to amend the motion, so as to instruct the· 
committee to add a clause to Sec. XVI,. of "·Rights andi 
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Privileges," excluding highways from the operation of the 
section. . 

The previous question being demanded, there was a second; 
And on the question, shall the main question be now put? it 

was decided in the affirmative. 
And on the question, shall the amendment be agreed to? it 

was determined in the affirmative. 
The motion, as amended, was then agreed to. 

The article on the "Right of Suffrage" being under con
sideration, 

The first and second sections thereof were severally read 
and agreed to, without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Ryerson, 
The same was recommitted to the Committee of Revision. 

The "Distribution of the Powers of Government" being 
under consideration, 

The same was agreed to, without amendment, and recom
mitted to the Committee of Revision. 

The article on the "Legislative Department'' being under
consideration, 

The first and second sections were severally read and agreed: 
to, without amendment. 

The third section having been read, 
Mr. Parker moved to suspend the rule, for the purpose o( 

offering an amendment; 
Which motion was agreed to; 
Mr. Parker then moved to amend the section, ·by inserting, 

after" election", the following: " at which time o(meeting the 
legislative year shall commence"; 

Which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Marsh moved to suspend' the rule, for the purpose of 
effering an amendment to the same section; 

Which motion was disagreed to. 
The section, as amended,. was then agreed to •. 

The fourth, fifth, and sixth sections were severally read, 
and agreed to, without amendment. 
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Mr. Green, from the committee to which had been referred 
the sixteenth. section of the article on" Rights and Privileges", 
with instructions to report a certain amendment, made the fol
lowing report: 

"Add to the end of tho sixteenth section the following: •but 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to require payment 
to be made for land taken for public highways, unless the le
gislature shall otherwise direct by law' ". 

The convention proceeded to the consideration of the same, 
And the previous question being demanded, there was a se

cond; 
And on the question, shall the main question be now put? it 

was decided in the affirmative; 
And on the question, shall tho report of the committee be

agreed to? 
The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

Mr. Allen, 
Brick, 
Brown, 
Cassedy, 
Child, 
Clark, 
Connolly, 
Dickerson, 
Elmer, 
Ewing, 
Field, 
Fort, 

Mr. Bell, 
Browning, 
Cattell, 
Condit, 

YEAS. 

Mr. Green, 
Haight, 
Hibbler, 
Holmes, 
Laird, 
Mickle, 
Neighbour, 
Ogden, 
Parker, 
Pickel, 
Pitney, 
Schenck, 

NAYS. 

Mr.Edsall, 
Gilchrist, 
Halsted, 
Hornblower~ 

Mr. Sickler, 
Stokes, 
Stratton, 
Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 
J. R. Thomson, 
R. P. Thompson> 
Vroom, 
Wills, 
Wurts (v. p.) 
Zabriskie-35. 

Mr.Jaques, 
P. B. Kennedy .. 
Lambert, 
Marsh, 
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Parsons, 
Randolph, 
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Mr. Ryerson, 
Spencer, 
Stites, 

Mr. Westervelt, 
Wood-20. 

The question then being on agreeing to the section, as 
amended, 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

.Mr. Allen, 
Bell, 
Brick, 
Brown, 
Cassedy, 
Cattell, 
Child, 
Clark, 
Connolly, 
Dickerson, 
Edsall, 
Elmer, 
Ewing, 
Field, 
Fort, 

Mr. Browning, 
Condit, 
Gilchrist, 

YEAS. 

Mr. Green, 
Haight, 
Hibbler, 
Holmes, 
P. B. Kennedy, 
Laird, 
Marsh, 
Mickle, 
Naar, 
Neighbour, 
Ogden, 
Parker, 
Parsons, 
Pickel, 
Pitney, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Hornblower, 
Sickler, 
Stites, 

Mr. Randolph, 
Ryerson, 
Schenck, 
Spencer, 
Stokes, 
Stratton, 
Swain, 
Ten Eyck, 
J. R. Thomson, 
R. P. Thompson, 
Vroom, 
Wills, 
Wurts (v. p.) 
Zabriskie-44. 

Mr. Westervelt, 
Wood-8. 

The seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth sec
tions were severally read, and agreed to, without amendment. 

The thirteenth section was read, and amended, by striking 
out "senators and" and inserting, before "General Assembly", 
the words "Senate and". 

The section, as amended, was then agreed to. 
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The fourteenth section was amended, in like manner, and, 
'lls amended, was adopted. 

The fifteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, 
and twentieth sections were severally read, and agreed to, 
without amendment. 

The twenty-first section having been read, 
Mr. Vroom moved to recommit the same to the Committee 

on the Legislative Department ; 
Which motion was agreed to. 

The twenty-second and twenty-third sections were read, and 
adopted, without amendment. 

The twenty-fourth section having been read, 
Mr. Ryerson moved to suspend the rule, for the purpose of 

amending, by striking out all after the word "contract"; 
Which motion was disagreed to. 
The section was then adopted, without amendment. 

The twenty-fifth, twenty-sixth, twenty-seventh, twenty· 
eighth, twenty-ninth, thirtieth, thirty-first, and thirty-second 
sections were severally read, and agreed to, without amend
ment. 

The article on the "Executive Department" being under 
consideration, 

The several sections thereof were read, agreed to, without 
amendment, and, 

On motion of Mr. Ryerson, were referred to the Committee 
of Revision. 

The article on the " Judiciary Department" being under 
consideration, 

The first, second, third, fourth, fifth, and sixth sections were 
severally read, and agreed to, without amendment. 

The seventh section having been read, 
Mr. Green moved to suspend the rule, for the purpose of 

amending the same, by striking out all between the words 
"whenever" and " ten thousand", and inserting the follow
ing: 

When a township or ward contains two thousand inhabi-
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tants, or less, it may have two justices; when it contains more 
than two thousand, and not more than four thousand, it may 
have four justices; and when it con~ains more than five thou· 
sand, it may have five justice; provided, that whenever any 
township, not voting in wards, contains a population of more 
than seven thousand, such township may have one additional 
justice for each "additional three thousand inhabitants above 
four thousand"; 

Which motion was agreed to, and the amendment adopted. 
The section, as amended, was then agreed to, and the arti· 

cle committed to the Committee of Revision. 

The article on the "Appointing Power and Tenure of Office" 
being under consideration, 
/ The sections under the title of "Militia Officers" were. seve• 
rally read, and agreed to, without amendment. 

The sections of the same article, under the title of "Civil 
Officers", were severally read and agreed to, without amend
ment. 

The article was then recommitted to the Committee on 
Revision. 

The " General Provisions" being under consideration, 
The first, second, and third sections were severally read, 

e.nd adopted, without amendment. 

The fourth section having been read, 
Mr. Green moved to reconsider the vote by which the same 

was adopted; 
Which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Green moved to amend the same, by striking out all 
after the word "the", in the fi;·st line, and inserting " second 
day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-four"; 

Which amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Condit moved to amend, by inserting, at the end of the 
section, the following: "by a majority of the votes of the peo· 
pie of the state''; 

Which motion was disagreed to. 
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On motion of Mr. Zabriskie, 
The " General Provisions" were then recommitted to the 

Committee on Revision. 

The article on " Amendments" being under consideration, 
The first, and only section, was read and agreed to, without 

amendment. 
Mr. Brown moved to insert the following, as an additional 

section: 
" II. The mode of amendment provided in the preceding 

section shall not extend to the 'rights and privileges' declared 
in the first article of this constitution, nor to the republican 
form of government"; 

And on this motion the yeas and nays were demanded, and, 
It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr.Bell, Mr. P. B. Kennedy, Mr. Schenck, 
Brown, R. S. Kennedy, Sickler, 
Browning, Marsh, Spencer, 
Gatten, Mickle, Stites, 
Child, Naar, Stokes, 
Elmer, Parker, Ten Eyck, 
Green, Pitney, Wood-23. 
Halsted, Ryerson, 

NAYS. 

Mr.Brick, Mr.Holmes, Mr. Parsons, 
Cassedy, Hornblower, Pickel, 
Condit, Jaques, Randolph, 
Connolly, Laird, Swain, 
Dickerson, Lambert, Wills, 
Fort, Neighbour, Wurts (v. p.) 
Hibbler, Ogden, Zabriskie-~!. 

The article on amendments was then recommitted to the 
Committee on Revision. 

The " Schedule" being under_ consideration, 
u 
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The several sections of the same were read, agreed to with• 
out amendment, and recommitted to the Committee on Re
vision. 

Mr. Vroom, from the committee to which had been recom· 
mitted the twenty-first section of the article on the "Legisla
tive Department", reported to amend the same, by striking out 
the words "impose and provide for a direct annual tax, 
sufficient, with such other appropriations as may be made 
therein, exclusive of loans," and insert as follows: "provide the 
means, exclusive of loans, by specific appropriations and by 
such direct annual tax as may be necessary in addition thereto." 

The convention proceeded to the consideration, and, 
On motion of Mr. Randolph, 
J'he report was amended, by inserting, before " means," the 

words " ways and", and striking out all after the word "loans'', 
so as to read, "provide the ways and means, exclusive of 
loans"; and, as amended, was agreed to. 

The section, as amended, was then adopted, and the whole 
article on the "Legislative Department" was recommitted to 
the Committee of Revision. 

On motion of Mr. Randolph, 

The convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, at nine 
o~clock. 

FR1bAY MORNJNG, 28th June. 

At nine o1clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn• 
ment. 

Mr. R. S. Kennedy offered the following resolution: 
Res;zved, That the president of this convention draw on the 

treasurer for the sum of five dollars, in favour of each mem
ber, for the payment of newspapers and postage: 

I 
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Which was read, and 
Mr. Hornblower moved to amend the same, by striking out 

"five" and inserting "three"; 
Which amendment was disagreed to. 
Mr. Naar moved that the resolution do lie on the table; 
Which motion was disagreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Jaques, 
The same was amended, by striking out " five" and insert

ing " two." 
Mr. Parker moved that ·the resolution, as amended, do lie 

on the table ; 
Which motion was disagreed to. 
Mr. Randolph moved to amend, by striking out all after 

"Resolved," and inserting the following: 
"That the president of the convention be authorized to cause 

to be paid, for the postage and newspapers of members, any 
sum, not exceeding five dollars to each member, to be charged 
to the contingent expenses of the convention"; 

Which amendment was agreed to. 
The question then being on agreeing to the resolution, as 

amended, 
The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the affirmative,· as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Bell, Mr. Hibbler, Mr. Randolph, 
Brick, Hornblower, Schenck, 
Brown, P. B. Kennedy, Sickler, 
Browning, R. S. Kennedy, Spencer, 
Child, · Laird, Stites, 
Clark, Marsh, Stokes, 
Dickerson, Mickle, Stratton, 
Edsall, Neighbour, Ten Eyck, 
Ewing, Ogden, R. P. Thompson, 
Field, Parsons, Wood, 
Fort, Pitney, Zabriskie-34. 
Haight, . 
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Cassedy, 
Condit, 
Connolly, 
Gilchrist, 
Green, 
Halsted, 
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NAYS. 

Mr. Holmes, 
Jaques, 
Lambe_rt, 
Naar, 
Parker, 
Pickel, 
Ryerson, 

On motion of Mr. Pickel, it was 

Mr. Swain, 
Vanarsdale, 
Vroom, 
Westervelt, 
Wills, 
Wurts (v. p.)-20. 

Resolved, That the doorkeeper be allowed the sum of two 
dollars per day, for his services during the sitting of tqis con
vention, and the assistant doorkeeper the sum of seventy-five 
cents per day. 

On motion of Mr. Ogden, it was 
Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be tendered, 

through the presiding officer, to the clergy of the city of Tren
ton, for their kind offices, in opening its daily sessions with 
prayer. 

On motion of R. P. Thompson, it was 
Resolved, That a special committee of three persons be ap

pointed to report to the convention the proper compensation to 
be paid to the secretary and assistant secretary. 

Mr. Clark offered the following, to be inserted as the fifth 
section of " General Provisions": 

"In view of the rights reserved by the state, in several char
ters of incorporation heretofore granted for internal improve
ments, and the various supplements thereto, it shall be the duty 
of the legislature to take such action as will give to the people 
of the state timely information of the extent and value of these 
rights, so as to enable them to act wisely in reference thereto, 
and to the exclusive grants contained in said charters"; 

Which was read, and the convention proceeded to the con
sideration of the same. 

The previous question being demanded, there was a second; 
And on the question, shall the main question be now put1 it 

was decided in the affirmative. 
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And on the question of agreeing to the proposed section, 
The yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the negative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mi!-. Brick, Mr. Gilchrist1 Mr. Spencer, 
Brown, Halsted, Stites, 
Browning, Hornblower, Stratton, 
Cassedy, R. S. Kennedy, Ten Eyck, 
Clark, Marsh, Vroom, 
Condit, Parsons, Westervelt, 
Connolly, Randolph, Wood, 
Dickerson, Ryerson, Wurts (v. p.)-26. 
Fort, Schenck, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr.Jaques, Mr. Pitney, 
Child, P. B. Kennedy, Sickler, 
Edsall, Laird, Stokes, 
Ewing, Lambert, Swain, 
Field, Mickle, R. P. Thompson , 
Green, Neighbour, Vanarsdale, 
Haight, Ogden, Wills, 
Hibbler, Parker, Zabriskie-26. 
Holmes, Pickel, 

The committee to which had been recommitted the several 
articles of the constitution, as amended in convention, reported 
the same, arranged, divided, and numb~red, complete. 

u2 
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A Constitution agreed upon by the delegates of the people of 
New Jersey, in convention, begun at Trenton on the four

. teenth day of May, and continued to the - day of June, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
fortyjour. 

We, the people of the State of New Jersey, grateful to 
Almighty God for the civil and religious liberty which He 
hath so long permitted us to enjoy, and looking to Him for a 
blessing. upon our endeavours to secure and transmit the 
same unimpaired to succeeding generations, do ordain and es
tablish this constitution. 

ARTICLE I. 

RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES. 

1. All men are by nature free and independent, and have 
certain natural and unalienable rights, among which are those 
of enjoying and defending life and liberty, acquiring, posses
sing, and protecting property, and of pursuing and obtaining 
safety and happiness. 

2. All political power is inherent in the people; govern
ment is instituted for the protection, security, and benefit of 
the people, and they have the right at all times to alter or 
reform the same, whenever the public good may require it. 

3. No person shall be deprived of the inestimable privilege 
of worshipping Almighty God in a manner agreeable to the 
dictates of his own conscience; nor under any pretence what
ever be compelled to attend any place of worship contrary to 
his faith and judgment; nor shall any person be obliged to. 
pay tithes, taxes, or other rates, for building or repairing any 
church or churches~ place or places of worship, or for the
maintenance of any minister or ministry, contrary to what he
believes to be right, or has deliberately and voluntarily engaged 
to perform. 

4. There shall be no establishment of one religious sect, in 
preference to another. No religious test shall be required as a 
qualification for any office or public trust;. and no person 
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shall be denied the enjoyment of any civil right, merely on 
account of his religious principles. 

5. Every person may freely speak, write, and publish his 
sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of 
that right. No law shall be passed to restrain or abridge the 
liberty of speech or of the press. In all prosecutions or indict
ments for libel, the truth may be given in .evidence to the 
jury; and if it shall appear to the jury that the matter charged 
as libellous is true, and was published with good motives and 
for justifiable ends, the party shall be acquitted : and the jury 
shall have the right to determine the law and the fact. 

6. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches 
and seizures, shalt not be violated ; and no warrant shall issue 
but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, 
and pa::ticularly describing the place to be searched, and the 
papers and things to be seized. 

7. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate; but the 
legislature may authorize the trial of civil suits, when the mat
ter in dispute does not exceed fifty dollars, by a jury of six 
men. 

8. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall have the 
right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury; to be 
informed of the nature and cause of the accusation ; to be 
confronted with the witnesses against him ; to have compulsory 
process for obtaining witnesses in his favour, and to have the 
assistance of counsel in his defence. 

9. No person shall be held to answer for a criminal 
offence, unless on the presentment or indictment of a grand 
jury, except in cases of impeachment, or in cases cognizable 
by justices of the peace, or arising in the army or navy, or in 
the militia, when in actual service in time of war or public 
danger. 

10. No person shall, after acquittal, be tried for the same 
offence. All persons shall, before conviction, be bailable by 
sufficient sureties, except for capital offences, when the proof 
is evident or presumption great~ 
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11. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be 
suspended, unless in case of rebellion or invasion the public 
safety may require it. 

12. The military shall be in strict subordination to the 
civil power. 

13. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any 
house without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, 
except in a manner prescribed by law. 

14. Treason against the state shall consist, only, in levying 
war against it, <ilr in adhering to its enemies, giving them aid 
and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason, unless 
on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or 
on confession in open court. 

15. Excessive bail shall not be required, excessive fines 
shall not be imposed, and cruel and unusual punishments 
shall not be inflicted. 

16. Private property shall not be taken for public use with
out just compensation; but land may be taken for public high
ways, as heretofore, until the legislature shall direct compensa
tion to be made. 

17. No person shall be imprisoned for debt in any action, 
or on any judgment founded upon contract, unless in cases 
of fraud ; nor shall any person be imprisoned for a militia fine 
in time of peace. 

18. The people have the right freely to assemble together, 
to consult for the common good, to make known their opinions 
to their representatives, and to petition for redress of gr~ev
ances. 

19. This enumeration of rights and privileges shall not 
be construed to impair or deny others retained by the people •. 

ARTICLE H. 
RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE. 

I. Every white male citizen of the United States-, of the· 
age of twenty-one years, who shall have been a resident of 
this state one year, and of the county in which he claims his 
Tote five months, next before the election, shaD! be entitled to 
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vote for all officers that now are, or hereafter may be elective 
by the people; provi.ded, that no person in the military, naval, 
or marine service of the United States shall be considered a · 
resident in this state, by being stationed in any garrison, bar
rack, or military or naval place or station within this state; 
and no pauper, idiot, insane person, or person convicted of a 
crime which now excludes him from being a witness, unless 
pardoned or restored by law to the right of suffrage, shall enjoy 
the right of an elector. 

2. The legislature may pass laws to deprive persons of the 
right of suffrage who shall be convicted of bribery at elections. 

ARTICLE III. 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE POWERS OF GOVERNMENT. 

1. The powers of the government shall be divided into three 
distinct departments-the legislative, executive, and judicial; 
and no person or persons belonging to, or constituting one 
of these departments, shall exercise any of the powers pro
perly belonging to either of the others, except as herein ex
pressly provided. 

ARTICLE IV. 
LEGISLATIVE. 

Section I. 

I. The legislative power shall be vested in a Senate and 
General Assembly. 

2. No person shall be a member of the Senate, who shall 
not have attained the age of thirty years, and have been a citi
zen and inhabitant of the state for four years, and of the 
county for which he shall be chosen one year, next before his 
election; and no person shall be a member of the General 
Assembly, who shall not have attained the age of twenty-one 
years, and have been a citizen and inhabitant of the state for 
two years, and of the county for which he shall be chosen 
one year, next before his election; provided, that no person 
shall be eligible as a member of either house of the Iegisla· 
ture, who shall not be entitled to the right of suffrage. 
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3. Members of the Senate and General Assembly shall be 
elected yearly and every year, on the second Tuesday of 
October: and the two houses shall meet, separately, on the 
second Tuesday in January next after the said day of elec
tion, at which time of meeting the legislative year shall com
mence; but the time of holding such election may be altered 
by the legislature. 

Section JI. 
l. The Senate shall be composed of one senator from 

each county in the state, elected by the legal voters of the 
counties, respectively, for three years. 

2. As soon as the Senate shall meet after the first election 
to be held in pursuance of this constitution, they shall be di
vided, as equally as may be, into three classes. The seats of the 
senators of the first class shall be vacated at the expiration of 
the first year ; of the second class at the expiration of the 
second year; and of the third class at the expiration of the 
third year; so that one class may be elected every year: and 
if vacancies happen, by resignation or otherwise, the persons 
elected to supply such vacancies shall be elected for the unex
pired terms only. 

Section JIL 

I. The General Assembly shall be composed of members 
annually elected by the legal voters of the counties, respec
tively, who shall be apportioned among the said counties, as 
nearly as may be, according to the number of their inhabitants. 
The present apportionment shall continue until the next cen
sus of the United States shall have been taken, and an appor
tionment of members of the General Assembly shall be made 
by the legislature, at its first session after the next and every 
subsequent enumeration or census, and when made shall re
main unaltered until another enumeration shall have been 
taken; provided, that each county shall at all ~imes be entitled 
to one member: and the whole number of members shall never 
exceed sixty. 
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Section JV. 

1. Each house shall direct writs of election for supplying 
vacancies, occasioned by death, resignation, or otherwise; but 
if vacancies occur during the recess of the legislature, the 
writs may be issued by the governor, under such regulation!! 
as may be prescribed by law. 

2. Each house shall be the judge of the elections, returns, 
and qualifications of its own members, and a majority of each 
,shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller num
ber may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to 
compel the attendance of absent members, in such manner and 
under such penalties as each house may provide. 

1J. Each house shall choose its own officers, determine 
the rules of its proceedings, punish its members for disorderly 
behaviour, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, may expel 
a member. 

4. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, 
and from time to time publish the same; and the yeas and 
nays of the members of either house, on any question, shall, 
at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on the 
journal. 

5. Neither house, during the session of the legislature, 
shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than 
three.days, nor to any other place than that in which the two 
houses shall be sitting. 

6. All bills and joint resolutions shall be read three times 
in each house, before the final passage thereof; and no bill 
or joint resolution shall pass, unless there be a majority of all 
the members of each body personally present and agreeing 
thereto: and the yeas and nays of the membel's voting on such 
final passage shall be entered on the journal. 

7. Members of the Senate and General Assembly shall 
receive a compensation for their services, to be ascertained 
by law, and paid out of the treasury of the state; which 
compensation shall not exceed the sum of three dollars per 
day for the period of forty days from the commencement 
of the session, and shall not exceed the sum of one dollar and 
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fifty cents per day for the remainder of the session. When 
convened in extra-session by the governor, they shall receive 
such sum as shall be fixed for the first forty days of the ordi
nary session. They shall also receive the sum of one dollar 
for every ten miles they shall travel, in going to and return
ing from their place of meeting, on the most usual route. The 
president of the Senate and the speaker of the House of As
sembly shall, in virtue of their offices, receive an additional 
compensation, equal to one-third of their per diem allowance 
as members. 

8. Members of the Senate and of the General Assembly shall, 
in all cases except treason, felony, and breach of the peace, be 
privileged from arrest during their attendance at the sitting of 
their respective houses, and in going to and returning from the 
same: and for any speech or debate, in either house, they shall 
not be questioned in any other place. 

Section V. 
1. No member of the Senate or General Assembly shall, 

during the time for which he was elected, be nominated or 
appointed by the governor, or by the legislature in joint meet
ing, to any civil office under the authority of this state, which 
shall have been created, or the emoluments whereof shall have 
been increased, during such time. 

2. If any member of the Senate or General Assembly 
shall be elected to represent this state in the Senate or House 
of Representatives of the United States, and shall accept 
thereof, or shall accept of any office or appointment under the 
government of the United States, his seat in the legislature of 
this state shall thereby be vacated. 

3. No justice of the supreme court, nor judge of any 
other court, sheriff, justice of the peace, nor any person or 
persons possessed of any office of profit under the government 
of this state, shall be entitled to a seat, either in the Senate 
or in the General Assembly; but, on being elected and taking 
his seat, his office shall be considered vacant: and no person 
holding any office of profit under the government of the Uni· 
ted States shall be entitled to a seat in either house. 
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Section Vl 

l. All bills fo t raising revenue shall originate in the House 
of Assembly ; but the Senate may propose or concur with 
amendments, as on other bills. 

2. No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but for 
appropriations made by law. 

3. The credit of the state shall not be directly or indi· 
rectly loaned in any case. 

4. The legislature shall not, in any manner, create any 
>debt or debts, liability or liabilities, of the state, which shall 
s ingly, or in the aggregate with any previous debts or liabili
ties, at any time exceed one hundred thousand dollars, except 
for purposes ofwar, or to repel invasion, or to suppress insur
rection, unless the same shall be authorized by a law for some 
single object or work, to be distinctly specified therein; which 
law shall provide the ways and means, exclusive of loans, 
to pay the interest of such debt or liability as it fa lls du~ 
and also to pay and discharge the principal of such debt 
or liability within thirty-five years from the time of the con
tracting thereof, and shall be irrepealable until such debt or 
liability , and the interest tne1~eon, arc fully paid and dis
-charged: and no such law shall take effect until it shall, at 
·a general election, have been submitted to the people, and 
have received the sanction of a majority of all the votes cast 
for and against it at such election: and all money to be raised 
by the authority of such law shall be applied only to the spe
c ific object stated therein, and to the payment of the debt 
thereby created. This section shall not be construed to refe1· 
to any money that has been, or may be deposited with this 
s tate by the government of the United States. 

Section ViL 

1. No divorce shall be granted by the legislature. 
2. No lottery shall be authorized by this state; and no 

ticket in any lottery not authorized by a law of this state 
:shall be bought or sold within the state . 

.a. The legislature shall not pass any bill of attainder, 
x 
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ex post facto law, or law impamng the obligation of con· 
tracts, or depriving a party of any remedy for enforcing a con· 
tract which existed when the contract was made. 

4. To avoid improper influences, which may iesult from 
intermixing in one and the same act such things as have no 

. proper relation to each other, every law shall embrace but 
one object, and that shall be expressed in the title. 

5. The laws of this state shall begin in the following 
style: "Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly 
of the State of New Jersey." 

6. The fund for the support of free schools, and all mo
ney, stock, and other property, which may hereafter be appropri
ated for that purpose, or received into the treasury under the 
provision of any law heretofore passed to augment the said 
fund, shall be securely invested, and remain a perpetual fund; 
and the income thereof, except so much as it may be judged 
expedient to apply to an increase of the capital, shall be annu
ally appropriated to the support of public schools, for the equal 
benefit of all the people of the state: and it shall not be 
competent for the legislature to borrow, appropriate, or use 
the said fund, or any part thereof, for any other purpose, 
under any pretence whatever. 

7. No ~rivate or special law shall be passed author
izing the sale of any lands belonging, in whole or in part, to a 
minor or minors, or other persons, who may at the time be 
under auy legal disability to act for themselves. 

8. The assent of three-fifths of the members elected to each 
house shall be requisite to the passage of every law for grant• 
ing, -contincifrg, altering, amending, or renewing charters for 
banks or money corporations; and all such charters shall be 
limited to a term not exceeding twenty years. 

9. Individuals or private corporations shall not be authorized 
to take private property for public use, without just compen· 
sation first made to the owners. 

10. The legislature may at any time vest in the circuit 
courts or courts of common pleas, within the several counties 
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of this state, chancery powers, so far as relates to the fore
closure of mortgages or sale of mortgaged premises. 

Section VJIJ. 

I. Members of the legislature shall, before they enter on the 
duties of their respective offices, take and subscribe the follow
ing oath or affirmation: 

"I do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be,) that 
I will support the constitution of the United States and the 
constitution of the State of New Jersey, and that I will faith
fully discharge the duties of senator (or member of the Gene. 
ral Assembly, as the case may be,) according to the best of 
my ability." 

And members elect of the Senate or General Assembly are 
hereby empowered to administer to each other the said oath 
or affirmation. 

ARTICLE V. 

EXECUTIVE. 

I. The executive power shall be vested in a governor. 
2. The governor shall be elected by the le;:;'.'.! voters of this 

state. The person having the highest number of votes shall be 
the governor; but if two, or rriore, shall be equal and highest 
in votes, one of them shall be chosen governor by the vote of 
a majority of the members of both houses, in joint-meeting: 
contested elections for the office of governor shall be deter
mined in such manner as the legislature shall direct by law. 
\Vhen a governor is to be elected by the people, such election 
shall be held at the time when, and at the places where, the peo
ple shall respectively vote for members of the state legislature. 

3. The governor shall hold his office for three years, to 
commence on the third Tuesday of January next ensuing the 
election for governor by the people, and to end on the Monday 
preceding the third Tuesday of January, three years there
after: and he shall be incapable of holding that office for 
three years next after his term of service shall have expired; 
and no appointments or nominations to office shall be made by 
the governor during the last week of his said term. 
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4. The g€Jvernor sha11 be not less than thirty years of age. 
and shall have been for twenty years, at least, a citizen of the 
United States, and a resident of this state seven years next 
before his election, unless he shall have been absent during 
that time on the public business of the United States or of 
this state. 

5. The governor shall, at stated times, receive for his ser
vices a compensation, which shall be neither increa~ed nor 
diminished during the period for which he shall have been 
elected. 

6. He shall be the commander-in-chief of all the military 
and naval forces of the state; he shall have power to convene 
the legislature, whenever in his opinion public necessity re
quires it; he shall communicate by message to the legislature. 
at the opening of each session, and at such other times as he 
may deem necessary, the condition of the state, and recom
mend such measures as he may deem expedient: he shall take 
care that the lavvs be faithfully executed, and grant, under the 
great seal of the state, commissions to all such officers as shall 
be required to be commissioned. 

7. Every l@ which shall have passed both housses shall 
be presented to the governor: if he approve, he shall sign it. 
but if not, he shall return it, with his objections, to the house in 
which it shall have originated, who shall enter the objections 
at large on their journal, and proceed to reconside r it: if a(ter 
such reconsideration, a majority of the whole number of that 
house shall agree to pa.ss the bill, it shall be sent, together with 
the objections, to the other house, by which it shall likewise 
be reconsidered; and if approved of by a majority of the whole 
number of that house, it shall become a law; but, in neither 
house shall the vote be taken on the same day on which the 
bill shall be returned to it: and in all such cases the votes of 
both houses shall ,be determined by yeas and nays, and the 
names of the persons voting for and against the bill shall be 
entered on the journal of each house, respectively: if any bill 
shall not be returned by the governor within five days (Sunday 
excepted after it shall have been presented to him, the same 
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shall be a law, in like m::inner as if he had signed it, unless the 
legislature, by their adjournment, prevent its return, in which 
case it shall not be a law. 

8. No member of Congress, or person holding an office 
under the United States, or this state, shall exercise the office 
of governor: and in case the governor, or person administer
ing the government, shall accept any office under the govern
ment of the United States, or of this state, his office of gover
nor shall thereupon be vacant. 

9. The governor, or person administering the government, 
shall have power to suspend the collection of fines and for
feitures, and to grant reprieves, to extend until the expiration of 
a time not exceeding ninety days after conviction; but this 
power shall not extend to cases of impeachment. 

10. The governor, or person administering the government, 
the chancellor, and the six judges of the court of errors and 
appeals, or a major part of them, of whom the governor, or 
person administering the government, shall be one, may remit 
fines and forfeitures, and grant pardons after conviction, in all 
cases except impeachment. 

11. The governor, and all other civil officers under this 
state, shall be liable to impeachment for misdemeanor in office. 

12. In case of the death, resignation, or removal from office 
of the governor, the powers, duties, and emoluments of the 
office shall devolve upon the president of the Senate, and in 
case of his death, resignation, or removal, then upon the 
speaker of the House of Assembly for the time being, until 
another governor shall be elected an<l qualified; but in such 
case another governor shall be chosen at the next elec
tion for members of the state legislature, unless such death, 
resignation, or removal shall occur within thirty days imme
diately preceding such next election, in which case a gover
nor shall be chosen at the second succeeding election for mem
bers of the state legislature. When a vacancy happens, during 
the recess of the legislature, in any office which is to be filled 
by the governor and Senate, or by the legislature in joint meet
ing, the governor shall fill such vacancy, and the commission 

x2 
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shall expire at the end of the next session of the tegisfature~ 
unless a successor shall be sooner- appointed~ when a vacancy 
happens in the office of clerk or surrogate of any county the 
governor shall fill such vacancy, and the commission shaU 
expire when a successor is duly elected and qualified. 

13. In case of the impeachment of the governor, his 
absence from the state, or inability to discharge the duties of 
his office, the powers, duties, and emoluments of the office 
shall"devolve upon the president of the Senate; and in case of 
his death, resignation, or removal, then upon the speaker of the 
House of Assembly for the time being, until the governor, 
absent or impeached, shall return or be acquitted, or until the 
disqualification or inability shall cease, or until a new governor
be elected and qualified . 

14. In case of a vacancy in the office of governor, from 
any other cause than those herein enumerated, or in case of 
the death of the governor elect before he is qualified into office,. 
the powers, duties, and emoluments of the office shall devolve 
upon the president of the Senate or speaker of the House of 
Assembly, as above provided for, until a new m:ivernor be, 
elected and qualified. 

ARTICLE YI. 

JUDICIARY, 

Section I. 

J. The judicial power shall be vested in a court of errors 
and appeals in the last resort in all causes, as heretofore ;: 
a court for the trial of impeachments; a court of chancery;: 
a prerogative court; a supreme court; circuit courts, anci 
such inferior courts as now exist, and as may be hereafter
ordained and established by law; which inferior- courts the
legislature may alter or abolish, as the public good shall 
require. 

Section IL 

1. Tile court of errors and appeals shall consist of the chan
cellor, the justices of the supreme court, and. six j_udges, or a.. 
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major part of them ; which judges are to be appointed for six 
years. 

2. Immediately after the court shall first assemble, the six 
judges shall arrange themselves in such manner that the seat 
of one of them shall be vacated every year, in order that there
after one judge may be annually appointed. 

3. Such of the six judges as shall attend the court, shall re
ceive, respectively, a per diem compensation, to be provided 
by law. 

4. The secretary of state shall be the clerk of this court. 
5. When an appeal from an order or decree shall be heard, the 

chancellor shall inform the court, in writing, of the reasons for 
his order or decree; but he shall not sit as a member, or have 
a voice in the hearing or final sentence. 

6. When a writ of error shall be brought, no justice who 
has given a judicial opinion in the cause, in favour of 01· 

against any error complained of, shall sit as a member, or 
have a voice on the hearing, or for its affirmance or reversal ; 
but the reasons for such opinion shall be assigned to the court 
in writing. 

Section J ll. 

I. The House of Assembly shall have the sole power of im-· 
peaching, by a vote of a majority of all the members; and 
all impeachments shall be tried by the Senate : the members, 
when sitting for that purpose, to be on oath or affirmation 
"truly and impartially to try and determine the charge in ques
tion according to evidence": and no person shall be convicted 
without the concurrence of two-thirds of all the members. of 
the Senate. 

2. Any judicial officer impeached shall be- suspended from 
exercising his office until his acquittal. 

3. Judgment, in cases of impeachment, shall not extend 
farther than to removal from office and to disqualification te> 
hold and and enjoy any office of honour, profit, or trust under
this state; but the party convicted shall nevertheless be liable: 
to indictment, trial, and punishment, according; to law. 

4. The secretary of state shall be the clerk of this cour~. 
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Section JV. 

1. The court of chancery shall consist of a chancellor. 
2. The chancellor shall be the ordinary, or surrogate ge

neral, and judge of the prerogative court. 
3. All persons aggrieved by any order, sentence, or decree of 

the orphans' court, may appeal from the same, or from any 
part thereof, to the prerogative court; but such order, sen
tence, or decree shall not be removed into the supreme court 
or circuit court, if the subject matter thereof be within the 
jurisdiction of the orphans' court. 

4. The secretary of state shall be the register of the preroga
tive court, and shall perform the duties required of him by law 
in that respect. 

Section V. 
l. The supreme court shall consist of a chief justice and 

four associate justices; the number of the associate justices 
may be increased or decreased by law, but shall never be less 
than two. 

2. The circuit courts shall be held in every county of this 
state, by one or more of the justices of the supreme court, 
or a judge appointed for that purpose, and shall in all cases 
within the county, except in those of a criminal nature, have 
common law jurisdiction concurrent with the supreme court; 
and any final judgment of a circuit court may be docketed in 
the supreme court, and shall operate as a judgment obtained 
in the supreme court, from the time of such docketing. 

3. Final judgments in any circuit court may be brought by 
writ of error into the supreme court, or directly into the court 
of errors and appeals. 

Section VJ. 

1. There shall be no more than five judges of the iLJferior 
court of common pleas in each of the counties in this state, 
after the terms of the judges of said coui't now in office shall 
terminate. One judge for each county shall be appointed every 
year, and no more, except to fill vacancies, which shall be for 
the unexpired term only. 
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2. The commissions for the first appointments of judges of 
said court shall bear date and take effect on the first day of April 
next; and all subsequent commissions for judges of said court 
shall bear date and take effect on the first day of April in 
every successive year, except commissions to fill vacancies, 
which shall bear date and take effect when issued. 

Sect·ion VII. 

I. There may be elected under this constitution two, and 
not more than five, justices of the peace in each of the town
ships of the several counties of this state, and in each of the 
wards, in cities that may vote in wards. When a township or 
ward contains two thousand inhabitants, or less, it may have 
two justices; when it contains more than two thousand inhab
itants, and not more than four thousand, it may have four 
justices; and when it contains more than four thousand inhabit
ants, it may have five justices; provided, that whenever any 
township, not voting in wards, contains more than seven thou
sand inhabitants, such township may have an additional justice 
for each additional three thousand inhabitants above four thou
sand. 

2. The population of the townships in the several counties of 
the state, and of the several wards, shall be ascertained by the 
last preceding census of the United States, until the legislature 
shall provide by law some other mode of ascertaining it. 

ARTICLE VII. 

APPOINTING POWER AND TENURE OF OFFICE. 

Section J. 
MILITIA OFFICERS. 

I. The legislature shall provide by law for enrolling, organ
izing, and arming the militia. 

2. Captains, subalterns, and non-commissioned officers 
shall be elected by the members of their respective companies. 

3. Field officers of regiments, independent battalions, and 
squadrons, shall be elected by the commissioned officers of 
their respective regiments, battalions, or squadrons. 
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4. Brigadier generals shall be elected by the field officers 
of their respective brigades. 

5. Major generals shall be nominated by the governor, and 
appoin ted by him, with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

6. T he legislature shall provide, by law, the time and 
manner of electing militia officers, and of certifying their elec
tions to the governor, who shall g rant their commissions, and 
determine their rank, when not determined by law; and no 
commissioned officer shall be removed from office but by the 

• 
sentence of a court martial, pursuant to law. 

7. In case the electors of subalterns, captains, or field 
officers, shall refuse or neglect to make such elections, the 
governor shall have power to appoint such officers, and to fill 
all vacancies caused by such refusal or neglect. 

S. Brigade inspectors shall be chosen by the fi eld officers 
of their respective brigades. 

9. T he governor shall appoint the adjutant general, quar
termaster general, and all other militia officers whose appoint
ment is not otherwise provided fo r in this constitution. 

10. Major generals, brigadier generals, and commanding 
officers of regiments, independent battalions, and squadrons, 
shall appoint the staff officers of their di visions, brigades, 
regiments, independent battalions, and squadrons, respectively. 

Section JI. 

CIVIL OFFICERS. 

I. J ustices of the supreme court, chancellor, and judges of 
the court of errors and appeals, shall be nominated by the gov
ernor, and appointed by him, with the ad vice and consent of 
the Senate. 

The justices of the supreme court and chancellor shall hold 
their offices for the term of seven years ; shall, at stated times, 
receive for their services a compe nsation, which shall not be 
diminished during the term of their appointments; and they shaH 
hold no-other office under the government of this state or of 
the United States. 
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2. Judges of the courts of common pleas shall be appointed 
by the Senate and General Assembly, in joint-meeting. 

They shaU hold their offices for five years; but when 
appointed to fill vacancies, they shall hold for the unexpired 
term only. 

3. The state treasurer, and the keeper and inspectors of the 
state prison, shall be appointed by the Senate and General As· 
sembly, in joint-meeting. 

They shall hold their offices for one year, and until their 
successors shall be qualified into office. 

4. The attorney general, prosecutors of the picas, clerk of 
the supreme court, clerk of the court of chancery, and 
secretary of state, shall be nominated by the governor, and ap
pointed by him, with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

They shall hold their offices for five years. 
5. The law reporter shall be appointed by the justices of the 

supreme court, or a majority of them; and the chancery re
porter shall be appointed by the chancellor. 

They shall hold their offices for five years. 
6. Clerks and surrogates of counties shall be elected by the 

people of their respective counties, at the annual elections for 
members of the General Assembly of this state. 

They shall hold their offices for five years. 
7. Sheriffs and coroners shall be elected annually, by the 

people of their respective counties, at the annual elections for 
members of the General Assernbly of this state. 

They may be re-elected until they shall have served three 
years, but no longer; after which, th ree years must elapse 
before they can be again capable of serving. 

8. Justices of the peace shall be elected, by ballot, at the 
annual meetings of the townships in the several counties of the 
state, and of the wards in cities that may vote in wards; 
in such manner, and under such regulations, as may be here· 
after provided by law. 

They shall be commissioned for the county, and their com• 
missions shall bear date and take effect on the first day of May 
next after their election. 
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They shall hold their offices for five years: except when 
elected to fill vacancies, they shall hold for the unexpired 
term only ; provided, that the commission of any justice of the 
peace shall become vacant upon his ceasing to reside in the 
township in which he was elected. 

The first election for justices of the peace shall take place at 
the next annual town meetings of the townships in the several 
counties of the state, and of the wards in cities that may 
vote in wards. 

9. All other officers, whose appointments are not otherwise 
provided for by law, shall be nominated by the. governor, and 
appointed by him, with the advice and consent of the Senate; 
and they shall hold their offices for the time prescribed by law. 

10. All civil officers elected or appointed pursuant to the 
provisions of this constitution shall be commissioned by the 
governor. 

I I. The term of office of all officers elected or appointed 
under this constitution, except when herein otherwise directed, 
shall commence on the day of the date of their respective 
commissions; but no commission for any office shall bear date 
prior to the expiration of the term of the incumbent of said 
()ffice. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

I. The secretary of state shall be ex officio an auditor of 
the accounts of the treasurer, and, as such, it shall be his duty 
to assist the legislature in the annual examination and settle· 
ment of said accounts, until otherwise provided by law. 

2. The seal of the state shall be kept by the governor, 
'Or person administering the government, and used by him 
ufficially, and shall be called the Great Seal of the State ot 
New Jersey. 

3. All grants and commissions shall be in the name, and by 
'the authority of the State of New Jersey, sealed with the great 
seal, signed by the governor, or person administering the go~ 
vernment, and countersigned by the secretary of state, and 
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greeting." All writs shall be in the name of the state; and all in· 
-dictments shall conclude in the following manner, viz:" against 
-the peace of this state, the government and dignity of the same." 

4. This constitution shall take effect, and go into operation, 
on the second day of September, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and for ty-four. 

ARTICLE IX. 
AMENDMENTS. 

Any specific amendment or amendments to tl1e constitution 
may be proposed in the Senate or General Assembly; and if the 
same shall be agreed to by a majority of the members elected to 
each of the two houses, such proposed amendment or amend
ments shall be entered on their journals, with the yeas and nays 
taken thereon, and referred to the legislature then next to be 
chosen, and shall be published, for three months previous to 
making such choice, in at least one newspaper of each county, 
if any be .published therein: and if, in the legislature next chosen, 
as aforesaid, such proposed amendment or amendments, or any 
of them, shall be agreed to by a majority of all the members 
elected to each house, then it shall be the duty of the legislature 
to submit such proposed amendment or amendments, or such 
of them as may have been agreed to, as aforesaid, by the two 
legislatures, to the people, in such manner and at such time, at 
least four months after the adjournment of the legislature, as 
the legislature shall prescribe: and if the people, at a special 
·election, to be held for that purpose only, shall approve and 
ratify such amendment or amendments, or any of them, by a 
majority of the electors qualified to vote for niembers of the 
legislature voting thereon, such amendment or amendments, so 
approved arirl ratified, shall become part of the constitution ; 
provided, that if more than one amendment be submitted, they 
shall be submitted in such manner and form that the people 
may vote for or against each amendment separately and dis
tinctly; but no amendment or amendments shall be submitted 
t o the people by the legislature oftener than once in five years. 

y 
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ARTICLE X. 

SCHEDULE. 

That no inconvenience may arise from the change in the 
constitution of this state, and in order to carry the same into 
complete operation, it is hereby declared and ordained that-

1. The common law and statute laws now in force, not repug
nant to this constitution, shall remain in force until they expire 
by their own limitation, or be altered or repealed by the legis
lature; and all writs, actions, causes of action, prosecutions, 
contracts, claims, and rights of individuals and of bodies cor
porate, and of the state, and all charters of incorporation, shall 
continue; and all indictments which shall have been found, or 
which may hereafter be found, for any crime or offence com
mitted before the adoption of this constitution, may be pro
ceeded upon as if no change had taken place. The several 
courts of law and equity, except as herein otherwise provided, 
shall continue with the like powers and jurisdiction as if this 
constitution had not been adopted. 

2. All officers now filling any office or appointment, shall 
continue in the exercise of the duties thereof, according to their 
respective commissions or appointments, unless, by this con
stitution, it is otherwise directed. 

3. The present governor, chancellor, and ordinary, or surro
gate general, and treasurer, shall continue in office until succes
sors, elected or appointed under this constitution, shall be 
sworn or affirmed into office. 

4. In case of the death, resignation, or disability of the 
present governor, then the person who may be vice presi
dent of Council at the time of the adoption of this constitu
tion shall continue in office, and administer the government 
until a governor shall have been elected and sworn or affirmed 
into office under this constitution. 

5. The present governor, or in case of his death or inability 
to act, then the vice president of Council, together with the 
present members of the Legislative Council and secretary of 
state, shall constitute a board of state canvassers, in the man-
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ner now provided by law, for the purpose of ascertaining and 
declaring the result of the next ensuing election for governor, 
members of the House of Representatives, and electors of 
president and vice president. 

6. The returns of the votes for governor, at the said next 
ensuing election, shall be transmitted to the secretary of state, 
the votes counted, and the election declared, in the manner 
now provided by law in the case of the election of electors of 

· president and vice president. 
7. The election of clerks and surrogates, in those coun

ties where the term of office of the present incumbents shall 
expire previous to the general election of eighteen hundred and 
forty-five, shall be held at the general election next ensuing 
the adoption of this constitution; the result of which election 
shall be ascertained in the manner now provided by law for 
the election of sheriffs. 

8. The elections for the year eighteen hundred and forty
four shall take place as now provided by law. 

9. It shall be the duty of the governor to fill all vacancies 
in office happening between the adoption of this constitution 
and the first session of the Senate, and not otherwise provided 
for; and the commissions shall expire at the end of the first 
session of the Senate, or when successors shall be elected or 
appointed and qualified. 

IO. The restriction of the pay of members of the legisla
ture, after forty days from the commencement of the session, 
shall not be applied to the first legislature convened under this 
constitution. 

ll. The legislature shall pass all laws necessary to carry 
into effect the provisions of this constitution. 

Done by the delegates of the people, in convention at Tren
ton, on the -- day of June, in the year of our Lord eigh
teen hundred and forty-four, and of the independence of the 
United States the sixty-eighth. 

The convention proceeded to the final consideration of the 
same. 
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By unanimous consent, on motion of Mr. Hornblower;. 
The eleventh section of the article on the "Executive De

partment" was amended, by adding the following: "during 
their continuance in office, and for two years thereafter." 

The further consideration was then postponed to this after
noon. 

Mr. Lambert offered the following resolution~ 
Resolved, That one thousand copies of the constitution be 

printed, in pamphlet form, for the use of the members of this 
convention; 

'i\'hich was read, and, 
On motion of Mr. Zabriskie, was ordered to lie on the table. 

The vice president presented the following communication-
from the president: 

"To the Honourable Delegates to the Convention for forming· 
a Constitution for the State of New Jersey. 

"The complaint which obliged me to leave Trenton still 
continues, and I am therefore constrained to abandon the hope 
of being able to return to the convention this week. As you 
are about to close your important business, to prevent any de
lay occasioned by my absence, I hereby resign my office, as 
president of this convention. I do this with great reluctance, as 
I would place my signature to the constitution which you are 
prepared to offer to the people of the state, for their accept
ance, with great confidence that it will accomplish the impor
tant objects for which it is intended. 

"The present constitution of the state is so radically defec
tive, that it affords no check upon the legislative power, or any 
security for the rights and privileges of the people. 

"I tender you my sincere thanks for the kindness and indul
gence you. have manifested towards me during your session,. 
and which_ l shall retain in grateful remembrance. 

"I am, with great respect, 

your obedient servant, 

I. H .. WILLIAMSON. 
Rlizabethiown, June 2.S,. 1844..',. 
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Which was read, and, on motion of 
Mr. Stratton, ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. R. P. Thompson called up the resolution relative to 
printing pamphlet copies of the constitution, and moved that 
the same be referred to the committee on contingent expenses; 

Which motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Mickle, 

The convention adjourned to this afternoon, at three o'clock. 

At three o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

Mr. R. P. Thompson, from the select committee appointed 
to determine the compensation to be paid to the secretary and 
assistant secretary, made the following report: 

Resolved, That the secretary and assistant secretary shall 
each be entitled to receive the sum of three dollars for each 
day they have attended the sittings of the convention; and the 
said secretaries shall jointly be entitled to receive the sum of 
ten cents for each sheet, of one hundred words, for entering 
the minutes on the journal, and the like sum for recording the 
said minutes in a proper book, to be provided for that purpose: 
and the president is hereby authorized to draw his warrant on 
the treasurer for the necessary sum to pay the above. 

R. P. THOMPSON, ~ 
JOS. F. RANDOLPH, Committee. 
R. GILCHRIST, 

Which was read and adopted. 

Mr. Ryerson called up the resolution, offered by him some 
days since, with regard to the printing of the journal of this 
convention; 
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Which, together with the amendment offered to the same-,. 
were read, and, on motion of 

Mr. Pickel, were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Child offered the following, to be inserted as an addi
tional section to the " General Provisions": 

"In. view of the rights reserved by the state in several char
ters of incorporation heretofore granted for internal improve
ments, and the various supplements thereto, it shall be the duty 
of the legislature to take such action as will give to the people 
of the state timely information of the extent and value of their 
rights, so as to enable them to act wisely in reference thereto.' '" 

Mr. Pickel moved that the same do lie on the table; 
And on this motion the yeas and nays were demanded, and 
It was decided in the affirmative, as follows, viz: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Allen,. Mr. Jaques, Mr.Pitney, 
Brick, P. B. Kennedy, Sickler, 
Connolly, Laird, Stokes, 
Edsall, Lambert, Swain, 
Ewing, Neighbour, R. P. Thompson,. 
Field, Ogden, Vanarsdale, 
Haight, Parker, Wills, 
Hibbler, Pickel, Za briskie-25. 
Holmes, 

NAYS. 

Mr.Brown, Mr. Halsted, Mr. Stites, 
Br9wning, Hornblower, Stratton, 
Cattell, R. S. Kennedy, Ten Eyck, 
Child, Marsh, Vroom, 
Clark, Parsons, 'Vestervelt, 
Condit, Randolph, Wood, 
Fort, Ryerson, Wurts (v. p.)-23. 

' Gilchrist, Spencer, 

The convention then proceeded to the consideration of the 
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unfinished business of the morning, being the "Constitution"",. 
as reported by the committee appointed to arrange and unite
the several reports. 

The· same was read, and verbally amended. 

Mr. Browning moved to insert the following, as Sec. IJ, of 
the" Schedule": 

" Sec. II. Clerks of counties shall perform all the duties now 
performed by the clerks of the inferior courts of common 
pleas and quarter-sessions, in the several counties, until other
wise provided by law"; 

Which motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. R. P. Thompson moved to amend the sixth clause of 
the second section of Article VII, on the "Appointing Power 
and Tenure of Office", by inserting, after "derks," the words 
"of the inferior courts of common pleas and quarter-sessions"; 

Which motion was disagreed to. 

On motion of Mr. R. P. Thompson, 
The sixth clause of the second section of Article VII, and 

the seventh section of Article X, were then severally referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. R. P. Thompson called up the communication from the 
president, transmitting his resignation as president of the con
vention, and offered the following preamble and resolution: 

Whereas, the convention has been informed, by a letter from 
the president, that his continued ill health prevents his furthe r 
attendance, and renders necessary the resignation which ac
companies the communication-

Resolved, That this convention sympathize deeply with the 
president, and greatly regret the cause which deprives them 
of his valuable aid; and that while every member would have 
rejoiced that the instrument, which we are about to submit to 
the people of New Jersey, should have borne with it the hon
oured name of a citizen whose whole feelings are in favour of 
its adoption, and who is identified with the whole history of 
our state, and whose public and private virtues are held in 
such high esteem by her citizens, yet we are compelled, by 
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painful necessity and with deep regret, to accept his resigna~ 
tion; 

Which was read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Ryerson, 
The convention then proceeded to the election of a presi

dent, when, 

On motion of Mr. Parker, 
Alexander Wurts, of the county of Hunterdon, was unani

mously chosen. 

On motion of Mr. R. P. Thompson, it was 
Ordered, T hat the president transmit a copy of the above 

preamble and resolution to the Hon. Isaac H. Williamson, late 
president of this convention. 

Mr. Vanarsdale, from the committee to which had been 
referred the sixth clause of the second section of Article VII, 
and the seventh section of Article X, reported the following, to 
be inserted as Sec. XI, of the " Schedule": 

" 11. Clerks of counties shall be clerks of the inferior courts 
of common pleas and quarter-sessions of the several counties, 
and perform the duties, and be subject to the regulations, now 
required of them by law, until otherwise ordained by the legis
lature"; 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Vanarsdale, from the committee appointed to arrange 
and unite the several reports, reported the following, as the 
concluding paragraph of the constitution: 

"Done in convention, at the State House in Trenton, on 
the -- day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-four, and of the independence of the 
United States of America the sixty-eighth." 

Which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Connolly, from the committee to which was referred the
resolution relative to printing the constitution in pamphlet form,. 
reported the following resolution: 

"Re.solved, That one thousand copies of the constitution be 
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printed, in pamphlet form, for the use of the members of this
convention fo:r- distribution; 

Which was read and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. R. S. Kennedy, it was 
Ordered, That the convention do now proceed te the final 

vote on the "Constitution." 
And on the question, shall the constitution be adopted? 
The yeas and nays were called, and 
It was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote, viz:. 

YEAS. 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Halsted, Mr. Randolph, 
. Bell, Hibbler, Ryerson, 

Brick, Holmes, Schenck, 
Brown, Hornblower, Sickler, 
Browning, Jaques, Spencer, 
Cassedy, P . B. Kennedy, Stites, 
Cattell, R. S. Kennedy, Stratton, 
Child, Laird, Swain, 
Clark, Lambert, Ten Eyck, 
Connolly, Marsh, J. It Thomson, 
Dickerson, Mickle, R. P. Thompson, 
Edsall, Naar, Vanarsdale, 
Elmer, Neighbour, Vroom, 
Ewing, Ogden, W cstervelt, 
Field, Parker, Wills, 
Fort, Parsons, Wood, 
Gilchrist, Pickel, Wurts (pr.) 
Green, Pitney, Zabriskie-55. 
Haight, 

NAY. 

Mr. Condit. 

Mr. Stokes asked to be excused from voting, on account of 
the military features contained in the constitution; 

Which was unanimously granted. 
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The constitution- was then declared to be adopted, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Zabriskie, it was 
Resolved, That the members of this convention, who desire 

it, may subscribe their names, respectively, to the constitution 
just adopted, when engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Mickle, 

The convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, at eight 
o'clock. 

SATURDAY MORNING, 29th June. 

At eight o'clock the convention met, pursuant to adjournment, 
and was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Kidder. 

Mr. Zabriskie offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the secretary of this convention furnish Ber

nard Connolly, esq., with an authenticated copy of the journal, 
for publication at his own risk; 

Which was read, and, 
On motion of Mr. Marsh, was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Randol ph moved to take up the concluding paragraph 
attached to the constitution; 

Which motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Ewing, 
The blank was ordered to be filled up with the words 

"twenty-ninth", and the paragraph to be engrossed with the 
constitution. 

On motion of Mr. R. P. Thompson, it was 
Ordered, That the vote by which the resolution relative to 

signing the constitution was adopted, be reconsidered. 
On motion of Mr. Clark, the same was amended, by striking 

out all after the word "Resolved," and inserting the following: 
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er That the members of this convention do sign the constitution 
:which has been agreed upon by them." 

The resolution, as reconsidered and amended, was then 
adopted. 

Mr. Parker offered the following resolutions: 
Resolved, That -- copies of the journal of this conven

tion be printed, in pamphlet form, under the direction of Peter 
D. Vroom and Henry W. Green, esq's, and that the president 
sign a warrant to them, on the state treasurer, for a sum not 
exceeding --, to defray the expense, to be paid to · the per
son performing the service, upon the execution of the work. 

Resolved, That -- copies be furnished to each member of 
the convention, and that the remainder be deposited with the 
secretary' of state, subject to disposal by the legislature; 

Which was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Marsh, 
The second blank in the first resolution was ordered to be 

filled up with the words "four hundred dollars." 
On motion of Mr . .Mickle, the first blank in the same w as 

ordered to be filled up with the words "one thousand." 

On motion of Mr. R. S. Kennedy, the blank in the second 
resolution was ordered to be filled up with the words " one 
bound copy and four unbound." 

On motion of Mr. Mickle, 
The second resolution was amended, by inserting, between 

the words" convention" ahd "and", the following: "and also 
to each of the secretaries of the convention." 

The resolutions, as amended, were then adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Zabriskie, it was 
Resolved, That the members of this convention sign the 

constitution by delegations, and that a space be reserved for 
those who are absent. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, it was 
Resolved, That the journal of this convention be delivered 

to the governor of this state, to be filed, together with the 
constitution, in the office of the secretary of state, for preser
vation. 



264 

On motion of Mr. Pickel, it was 
Resolved, That the librarian receive the sum of two dollars 

'per day, for his services during the session of this convention, 

The" CoNSTITU'l'ION", as engrossed, ·was then read and com• 
pared, and, 

On motion of Mr. Hornblower, 

Ordered, That the same be now signed by the president and 
secretaries. 

Mr. Connolly, from the committee on contingent expenses, 
made the following report: 

The committee on contingent expenses beg leave to make 
the following report: 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, IN CONVENTION. 

Sundry incidental charges. 

'To Charles Scott, for stationery, 
David Clark, do., 
Wm. Pearson, repairing locks, 
Wm. Paterson, for six blank minute books, 
Joseph G. Brearley, as per bill, 
Joseph :Marshall, for parchment, 
Franklin S. Mills, for printing rules, 
Wm. Napton, sundries, 
Elias Phillips, for two pitchers, 
Sylvest er Van Sickell, for repairing carpet, 
W. W. Norcross, for candles, 
Wm. Paterson, for stationery, 
Sherman & Harron, for printing diagram and 

list of delegates, 
Thos. Arrowsmith, treasurer, for abstract of 

bank taxes in this state, 
Wm. Paterson, for blank book to record the 

minutes of this convention, 
Eli Morris, engrossing the constitution, and 

parchment, 

$175 14 
19 95 
3 75 
1 87! 
3 55 
4 50 

20 40 
11 75 

1 18~ 
1 50 
3 75 

28 50 

35 00 

3 00 

10 00 

31 00 

$354 85l 
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M1-. Connolly presented the account of Phillips & Boswell, 
printers to the convention, amounting to two hundred and ten 
dollars and sixty-three cents. 

On motion of Mr. Randolph, 
The report of the committee was accepted, and the same 

ordered to be paid. 

On motion of Mr. Parsons, 
The account of Phillips & Boswell was allowed, and the 

president authorized to draw a warrant in their favour for the 
amount thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Stratton, it was unanimously 
Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be presented to 

the Hon. Alexander Wurts, for the able, dignified, and impar
tial manner in which he has discharged the duties of presiding 
officer of this convention. 

On motion of Mr. Cattell, it was unanimously 
Resolved, That the thanks of the convention arc due, and 

are hereby tendered to William Paterson ar.d Thomas J. Saun
ders, secretaries of the convention, for the able and courteous 
manner in which they have discharged the arduous duties of 
secretaries of this convention. 

The constitution, as agreed to, engrossed, and signed, was 
then delivered in open convention, by the president, to Daniel 
Haines, governor of the state, who acknowledged the recep
tion of the same, by causing the following certificate to be 
endorsed thereon: 

"NEW JERSEY, ss. 

Be it remembered, that on the twenty-ninth day of June, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty
four, the above constitution was delivered to tlic governor of 
this state, in open convention, by the president thereof; and it 
is thereupon, by the said governor, ordered and directed that 
the same be filed in the office of the secretary of state. 

DAN'L. HAINES, Gov. of N. J.:' 

z 

• 
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And having signed the same, delivered the "Constitution," 
as herein before agreed upon, to the secretary of state, pursu• 
ant to the act calling the convention, to be by him deposited in 
his office, and there to be filed, as a perpetual record. 

On motion of Mr. Vroom, it was unanimously 
Resolved, That the thanks 'Of this convention be tendered 

to the Hon. Isaac H. Williamson, late president of the conven
tion, for the able, impartial, and dignified manner in which 
he has discharged the duties of his office. 

On motion of Mr. Zabriskie, 
The vote by which the resolutions relative to printing the 

journal of this convention, as amended, was adopted, was 
ordered to be reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr. Zabriskie, the same were amended, by 
adding the following: . 

"Resolved, That the secretary furnish a copy of the journal 
for .publication." 

The resolutions, as amended, were then adopted. 

The president then addressed the convention, as follows: 

GENTLEMEN, 

I beg permission to detain you a mument, while I express 
my deep sense of the distinguished honour which the conven
tion has conferred upon me. 

My most respectful and grateful acknowledgments are ten• 
cl.ered to the convention, for the signal distinction of having 
been selected to preside over its deliberations. , 

I assure you, gentlemen, that I duly appreciate this flattering 
evidence of your confidence and regard, and that it will be 
held by me, while life endures, in the most pleasing and grate
ful remembrance. 

The situation of presiding officer in such an assembly as 
this is, and convened, as we are, for purposes of such high 
and momentous import, is indeed a post of honour. I feel it 
more sensibly, because it was entirely unexpected, and, con· 
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sidering how many distinguished gentlemen surround me, un-
merited. ' 

I return you my most grateful thanks for the kind expres
sion of your approbation of the manner in which I have dis
charged the duties that the convention were pleased to impose· 
upon me. 

Most sincerely do I regret that those duties call upon me 
now, to stand in the place of the venerable and distinguished 
individual who was called by acclamation to preside over our 
deliberations, at the first meeting of the convention. And sure 
I am, in saying this, I do but express the sentiments of every 
member of the convention. 

No one enjoys in a higher degree than that gentlemen, the 
love, respect, and confidence of the people of New Jersey. 
His name, as president of the convention to the constitution we 
have prepared, would have been a tower of strength in its 
defence. His heart was in the work, and we all rngret that 
sickness has compelled his resignation, and deprived the con
vention of the benefit of his counsel and assistance in the clos
ing scene of its labours. 

My best efforts have been devoted to the faithful discharge 
of the re~ponsible duties of the chair, and if, in the discharge 
of those duties, the feelings of any gentleman have been 
wounded, or his rights invaded, I beg him to attribute it to 
accident, and not to design. I return the members of the con
vention my thanks for their uniform support and kind treatment. 

And now, gentlemen, allow me to congratulate the conven
tion upon the happy result of its labours, and the uniform spirit 
of harmony which has marked our deliberations. 

The members of the convention have faithfully discharged 
their duty, by conforming to. the honourable and patriotic 
example set them by their constituents. 

My sincere hope is, that the constitution we have framed 
may find favour with those who committed this high trust to 
us, and redound to the lasting welfare and happiness of the 
11tate. 
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Accept, gentlemen, my best wishes for your future health 
and prosperity, and a speedy and happy meeting with your 
respective families. 

The secretary and assistant secretary then returned thanks 
for the honour respectively conferred upon them, and for the 
approbation expressed by the convention of the manner in 
which they had severally discharged the duties of their offices. 

On motion of Mr. Zabriskie, 

The convention then adjourned sine die. 

ALEXANDER WURTS, 

President ef the Convention. 

WILLIAM PATERSON, Secretary. 

TH: J. SAUNDERS, /lssist. Sec'y. 



APPENDIX .. 

THE CONSTITUTION, 

As adopted and signed by the officers and delegates, together 

with the certificates of the governor and, secretary of state .. 

ST·ATE OF NEW J·ERSEY., 

A CONSTITUTION,. 

/[greed upon by tlze delegates of tlze p eople of New Jersey, iw 
convent'ion, begun at Trenton, on the fourteenth day of 
May,. and continued to tlte twenty-ninth day of June, in 

the year of our Lord one thousand eiglz& hundred arid 

f arty-four; 

WE, the people of the State· of New Jersey, grateful to 
.Almighty God for the civil and· religious liberty which He 
hath so long permitted us to enjoy, and looking to Him for a 
blessing. upon our endeavours to secure and transmit the 
same unimpaired to succeeding generations,.do ordain and eS"
tablish. this . constitution. 

z.2: 
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ARTICLE I. 

RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES. 

I. Alt men arc by nature free and independent, and have 
certain natural and unalienable rights, among which are those 
of enjoying and defending life and liberty, acquiring, posses
sing, and protecting property, and of pursuing and obtaining 
safety and happiness. 

2. All political power is inherent in the people. Govern
ment is instituted for the protection, security, and benefit of 
the people, and they have the right at all times to alter or 
reform the same, whenever the public good may require it. 

3. No person shall be deprived of the inestimable privilege 
of worshipping Almighty God in a manner agreeable to the 
dictates of his own conscience; nor under any pretence what
ever be compelled to attend any place of worship contrary to 
his faith and judgment; nor shall any person be obliged to 
pay tithes, taxes, or other rates for building or repairing any 
church or churches, place or places of worship, or for the 
maintenance of any minister or ministry, contrary to what he 
believes to be right, or has deliberately and voluntarily engaged 

, to perform. 
4. There shall be no establishment of one religious met, in 

preference to another : no religious test shall be required as a 
qualification for any office or public trust; and no person 
shall be denied the enjoyment of any civil right merely on 
account of his religious principles. 

5. Every person may freely speak, write, and publish his 
sentiments on all subjects,. being responsible for the abuse of 
that right. No law shall be passed to restrain or abridge the 
liberty of speech or of the press. In all prosecutions or indict
ments for libel , the truth may be given in evidence to the· 
jury; and if it shall appear to the jury that the matter charged 

·as libellous is true, and was published with good motives and 
for justifiable ends, the party shall be acquitted ; and the jl}ry 
shall have the right to determine the law and the fact. 

6. The right of the people to be secure in their persons,. 



271 

houses, papers, and effects, · against unreasm1able searches 
and seizures, shall not be violated ; and no warrant shall issue 
but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, 
and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the 
papers and things to be seized. 

7. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate; but the ) 
legislature may authorize the trial of civil suits, when the mat
ter in dispute does not exceed fifty dollars, by a jury of six, 
men. 

8. In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall have the 
right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury; to be 
informed of the nature and cause of the accusation ; to be 
confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory 
process for obtaining witnesses in his favour, and to have the 
assistance of counsel in his defence. 

9. No person shall be held to answer for a criminal 
offence, unless on the presentment or indictment of a grand 
jury, except in cases of impeachment, or in cases cognizable 
by justices of the peace, or arising in the army or navy: or in 
the militia, when in actual service in time of war or public 
danger. 

10. No person shall after acquittal, be tried for the same 
offence. All persons shall, before conviction, be bailable by 
sufficient sureties, except for capital offences, when the proof 
is evident or presumption great. 

11. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be 
suspended, unless in case of rebellion or invasion the public 
safety may require it. 

12. The military, shall be in strict subordination to the 
civil power. 

13. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any 
house without the consent of the owner; nor in time of war 
except in a manner prescribed by law. 

14. Treason against the state shall consist only in levying 
war against it, or in adhering to its enemies, giving them aid 
and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason, unless 
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Ci>n the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, OF" 

on confession in open court. 
15. Excessive bail shall not he required, excessive fines. 

shall. not be imposed, and cruel and unusual punishments.: 
shall not be inflicted. 

( 

16. Private property shaJI not be taken for- public use, with
out jt1st compensation;· but land may be taken for pHblic high
ways as heretofore until the legislature shall: direct compensa
tion to be made. 

J.7. No peFSon .shall be. imp:r.isoned for debt in any action, 
or on. any judgment fum1ded up0n contract, unless in cases 
of fraud; nor shall any person be imprisoned: for a. militia fine· 
in time of peac.e. 

18. The people have the right freely to assembl'e together, 
to consult for the common good, to make known their opinions 
to their representatives, and to petition for redress of griev-. 
ances. 

19. This enumeration· of rights and privileges shall not 
"be-construed to impair o deny others retained by the people. 

ARTICLE II. 
RIGHT OF $.~FF.RAGE-•. 

I. . Every white male citizen. of the United- States,. of tho 
age of twenty-one years, who shall have been a resident of 
this state one year, and of the. county in which he claims bis 
v;ote five months, next, before the election, shall be entitled to . 
vote for all .officers that now are,_ or hereafter may be elective 
by the people; provided, that no person in the military, naval; 
or marine service of the United States shall be considered a 
resident in this state, by being stationed in any ga.rrison, bar~ 
r,ack, or military or naval place or statron within this state; : 
and no pauP.er, idiot, insane person, or person convicted of a 
crime which now excludes him from being a witness unless 
pardoned or restore.d by law; to ,the right.of suffrage, .shall enjoy 
the right of an elector .. 

2. The legislature may pass h,iws. to deprive persons of the 
l';g_ht of s.1.dfrage who shall be. convicted of b.riberx at ele.ctions._ 



273 

ARTICLE III. 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE POWERS OF GOVERNMENT. 

I. The powers of the government shall be divided into three 
distinctdepartments,-the legislative, executive, and judicial; 
and no person or persons belonging to, or constituting one 
of these departments, shall exercise any of the powers pro
perly belonging to either of the others, except as herein ex-
pressly provided. • 

ARTICLE IV. 
LEGISLATIVE . 

Section 1. 

1. The legislative power shall be Yested in a Senate and 
General Assembly. 

2. No person shall be a member of the Senate who shall 
not have attained the age of thirty years, and have been a citi
zen and inhabitant of the state for four years, and of the 
county for which he shall be chosen one year, next before his 
election; and no person shall be a member of the General 
Assembly who shall not have attained the age of twenty-one 
years, and hnve been a citizen and inhabitant of the state for 
two years, and of the county for which he shall be chosen 
one year next before his election; prnvided, that no person 
shall be eligible as a member of either house of the legisla
ture, who shall not be entitled to the right of suffrage. 

3. Members of the Senate and General Assembly shall be 
elected yearly and every year, on the second Tuesday of 
October; and the two houses shall meet separately on the 
second Tuesday in January next after the said day of elec
tion, at which time of meeting the legislative year shall com
mence; but the time of holding such election may be altered 
by the legislature. 

Section 11. 
l. The Senate shall be composed of one senator from 

each county in the state, elected by the legal voters of the 
counties, respectively, for three years. 
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2. As soon as the Senate shall meet after the first erection 
to be held in pursuance of this constitution, they shall be di
vided as equally as may be into three classes. The seats of the 
senators of the first class shall be vacated at the expiration of 
the first year; of the second class at the expiration of the 
second year; and of the third class at the expiration of the 
third year; so that one class may be elected every year: and 
if vacancies happen, ~y resignation or otherwise, the persons 
elected to supply such vacancies shall be elected for the unex
pired terms only. 

Section JIL 

1. The General Assembly shall be composed of members 
annually elected by the legal voters of the counties, respec
tively, who shatr be apportioned among the said counties as 
nearly as may be according to the number of their inhabitants. 
The present apportionment shall continue until the next coo-

- sus of the United States shall have been taken, and an appor
tionment of members of the General Assembly shall be made 
by the legislature at its first session after the next and every 
subsequent enumeration or census, and wheM made shall re
main unaltered until another enumeration shall have been 
taken; provided, that each county shall at all times be entitled 
to one member: and the whole number of members shall never 
exceed sixty. 

Section IV. 

l. Each house shall direct writs of election for supplying 
vacancies, occasioned by death, resignation, or otherwise ; hut 
if vacancies occur during the recess of the legislature, the 
writs may be issued by the governor, under such regulations 
as may be prescribed by law, · 

2· .. Each house shatt be the judge of the elections, returns, 
and qualifications of its own members, and a majority of each 
shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller num
ber may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to. 
~ompel the-attendance of absent members, in such manner, a:rid 
under such penalties, as each house may. provide .. 
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-3. Ea:ch house shall choose its own officers, determine 
the rules of its proceedings, punish its members for disorderly 
behaviour, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, may expel 
a member. 

4. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, 
and from time to time pubiish the same; and the yeas and 
nays of the members of either house 'On any question shall, 
at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on the 
journal. 

5. Neither house, during the session of the legislature, 
shall, without the consent of the other) adjourn for more than 
three days, nor to any other place than that in which the two 
houses shall be sitti'ng. 

6. All bills and joint resolutions shall be read three times 
in each house, before the final passage thereof; and no bill 
or joint resolution shall pass, unless there be a majority of all 
the members of each body personally present and agreeing 
thereto; and the yeas and nays of the members voting on such 
final passage shall be entered on the journal. 

7. Members of the Senate and General Assembly shall 
receive a compensation for their services, to be ascertained 
by law, and paid out of the treasury of the state; which 
compensation shall not exceed the sum of three dollars per 
day for the period of forty days from the commencement 
of the session; and shall not exceed the sum of one dollar and 
fifty cents per day for the remainder of the session. When 
'Convened in extra-session by the governor, they shall receive 
such sum as shall be fixed for the fi.rst forty days of the ordi
nary session. They shall also receive the sum of one ·dollar 
for every ten miles they shall travel, in going to and return
ing from their place of meeting, OH the most usual route. The 
president of the Senate and the speaker of the House of As
sembly shall, in virtue of their offices, receive an additional 
compensation, equal to one-third of their per diem allowance 
.as members. 

8. Members of the Senate and General Assembly shall, in 
.aU oases except treason, felony, and breach of the peace, be 
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privileged from arrest during their attendance at the sitting of 
their respective houses, and in going to and returning from the 
same : and for any speech or debate, in either house; they shall 
not be questioned in any other place. 

Section V. 

l. No member of the Senate or General Assembly shall, 
during the time for which he was elected, be nominated or 
appointed by the governor or by the legislature in joint-meet
ing, to any civil office under the authority of this state, which 
shall have been created, or the emoluments whereof shall have 
been increased, during such time. 

2. If any member of the Senate or General Assembly 
shall be elected to represent this state in the Senate or House 
of Representatives of the United States, and shall accept 
thereof, or shall accept of any office or appointment under the 
government of the United States, his seat in the legislature of 
this state shall thereby be vacated. 

3. No justice of the supreme court, nor judge of any 
other court, sheriff, justice of the peace, nor any person or 
persons possessed of any office of profit under the government 
of this state shall be entitled to a seat, either in the Senate 
or in the General Assembly; but on being elected and taking 
his seat, his office shall be considered vacant: and no person 
holding any office of profit under the government of the Uni
ted States shall be entitled to a seat in either house. 

Section VT. 

1. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House 
of Assembly; but the Senate may propose or concur with 
amendments, as on other bills. 

2. No money shall be drawn from the treasury but for 
appropriations made by law. 

3. The credit of the state shall not be directly or indi
rectly loaned in any case. 

4. ·The legislature shall not, in any manner, create any 
debt or debts, liability or liabilities, of the state, which shall 
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'Singly or in the aggregate with any previous debts or liabili- ) 
ties at any time exceed one hundred thousand dollars, except 
for purposes of war, or to repel invasion, or to suppress insur
rection, unless the same shall be authorized by a law for some 
single object or work, to be distinctly specified therein; which 
law shall provide the ways and means, exclusive of loans, 
to pay the interest of such debt or liability as it falls due, 
and also to pay and discharge the principal of such debt 
or liability within thirty-five years from the time of the con
tracting thereof, and shall be irrepealable until such debt or 
liability, and the interest thereon, are folly paid and dis
charged: and no such law shall take effect until it shall) at 
a general election, have been submitted to the people, and 
have received the sanction of a majority of all the votes cast 
for and against it at such election' and all money to be raised 
by the authority of such law shall be applied only to the spe• 
cific object stated therein, and to the payment of the debt 
thereby created. This section shall not be construed to refer ) 
to any money that has been, or may be, deposited with this 
state by the government of the United States, 

Seclion VIL 

1. No divorce shall be grnnted by the legislature. 
2. No lottery shall be authorized by this state; and no 

ticket in any lottery not authorized by a law of this state 
shall be bought or sold within the state . . 

3. The legislature shall not pass any bill of attainder, 
ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of con• 
tracts, or depriving a party of any remedy for enforcing a con
tract which existed when the contract was made. 

4. To avoid improper influences which may result from 
intermixing in one and the same act such things as have no 
proper relation to each other, every law shall embrace but ; 
one object, and that shall be expressed in the title. 

5. The laws of this state shall begin in the following 
style, "Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly 
Qf the State of New Jersey." 

Aa 



6. The fund for the support of free schools, and all money, 
stock, and other property, which may hereafter be· appropri
ated for that purpose, or received into the treasury under the 
provision of any law heretofore passed to augment the said 
fund, shall be securely invested and remain a perpetual fund; 
and the income thereof, except so much as it may be judged 
expedient to apply to an increase of the capital, shall be annu
ally appropriated to the support of public schools, for the equal 
benefit of all the people of the state ; and it shall not be 
competent· for the legislature to borrow, appropriate, or use 
the said fund or any part thereof, for any other purpose, 
under any pretence v•hatever. 

7. No private or special law shall be passed author
izing the sale of any lands belonging in whole or in part to a 
minor or ·minors or other persons who may at the time be 
under auy legal disability to act for themselves. 

8. The assent of three-fifths of the members elected to each 
l1ouse shall be requisite to the passage of every law for grant
ing, continuing, altering, amending, or renewing charters for 
banks or money corporations; and all such charters shall be 
limited to a term not exceeding twenty years. 

( 

9. Individuals or private corporations shall not be authorized 
to take private property for public use, without just compen
sation first made to the owners. 
~ 

10. The legislature may vest in the circuit courts, or courts 
of common pleas within the several counties of this state 
chancery po>Yers, so far as rela tes to the foreclosure of mort
gages, and sale of mortgaged premises. 

Section Vlll. 

1. Members of the legislature, shall, before they enter on the 
duties of their respective offices, take and subscribe the follow
ing oath or affirmation: 

"I do solemnly swear, (or affirm, as the case may be,) that 
I will support the constitution of the United States and the 
constitution of the State of New Jersey, and that I will faith
fully discharge the duties of senator (or member of the Gene-
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ral Assembly, as the case may be) according to the best of 
my ability." 

And members elect of the Senate or General Assembly are 
hereby empowered to administer to each other the said oath 
or affirmation. 

ARTICLE V. 

EXECUTIVE. 

I. The executive power shall be vested in a governor. 
2. The governor shall be elected by the legal voters of this 

state. The person having the highest number of votes shall be 
the governor: but if two or more shall be equal and highest 
in votes, one of them shall be chosen governor by the vote of 
a majority of the members of both houses in joint-meeting. 
Contested elections for the office of governor shall be deter
rn ined in such manner as the legislature shall direct by law. 
When a governor is to be elected by the people, such election 
shall be held at the time when and at the places where the peo
ple shall respectively vote for members of the legislature. 

3. The governor shall hold his office for three years, to 
commence on the third Tuesday of January next ensuing the 
election for governor by the people, and to end on the Monday 
preceding the third Tuesday of January, three years there
after: and he shall be incapable of holding that office for 
three years next after his term of service shall have expired: 
and no appointment or nomination to office shall be made by 
the governor during the last week of his said term. 

4. The governor shall be not less than thirty years of age, 
and shall buve been for twenty years, at least, a citizen of the 
United States, and a resident of this state seven years next 
before his election, unless he shall have been absent during 
that time on the public business of the United States or of 
this state. 

5. The governor shall, at stated times, receive for his ser
vices a compensation which shall be neither increased nor 
diminished during the period for which he shall have been 
elected. 
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6. He shall be the commander-in-chief of all the military 
and naval forces of the state; he shall have power to convene 
the .legislature whe~ever in his opinion public necessity re
quires it; he shall commun,icate by message to the legislature 
at the opening of each session, and at such other times as he 
may deem necessary, the condition of the state, and recom
mend such measures as he may deem expedient; he shall take 
care that the laws be faithfully executed, and grant, under the 
great seal of the state, commissions to all such officers as shall 
be required to be commis~ioned. 

7. Every bill which shall have passed both houses shaU 
be presented to the governor : if he approve he shall sign it, 
but if not he shall return it, with his objections, to the house in 
which it shall have originated, who shall enter the objections 
at large on their journal, and proceed to reconsider it; if, after 
such reconsidera tion, a majority of the whole number of that 
house shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with 
the objections, to the other house, by which it shall likewise 
be reconsidered, and if approved of by a majority of the whole 
number of that house, it shall become a law; but, in neither 
house shall the vote be taken on the same <lay on which the 
bill shall be returned to it: and in all such cases, the votes of 
both houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the 
names of the persons voting for and against the bill shall be 
entered on the journal of each house respectively. If any bill 
shall not be returned 'by the governor, within five days (Sunday 
excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the same 
shall be a law, in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the 
legislature by their adjournment, prevent its return. in which 
case it shall not be a law. 

8. No member of Congress, or person holding an office 
under the United States, or tl'lis state, shall exercise the office 
of governor; and in case the governor, or person administer
ing the government shall accept any office under the United 
States or this state, his office of governor shall thereupon be 
vacant. 

9. The governor or person administering the .government. 
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shall have power to suspend the collection of fines and for
feitures, and to grant reprieves, to extend until the expiration of 
a time not exceeding ninety days after conviction; but this 
power shall not extend to cases of impeachment. 

10. The governor, or person administering the government, 
the chancellor, and the six judges of the court of errors and 
appeals, or a major part of them, of whom the governor, or 
person administering the government, shall be one, may remit 
fines and forfeitures, and grant pardons, after conviction, in all 
cases except impeachment. 

11. The governor and all other civil officers under this 
state shall be liable to impeachment for misdemeanor in office 
during their continuance in office and for two years thereafter. 

12. In case of the death, resignation or removal from office 
of the governor, the powers, duties, and emoluments of the 
office, shall devolve upon the president of the Senate, and in 
case of his death, resignation or removal, then upon the 
speaker of the House of Assembly, for the time being until 
another governor shall be elected and qualified; but in such 
case another governor shall be chosen at the next elec
tion for members of the legislature, unless such death, 
resignation, or removal, shall occur within thirty days imme
diately preceding such next election, in which case a gover
nor shall be chosen at the second succeeding election for 
members of the legislature. When a vacancy happens, during 
the rece3s of the legislature in any office which is to be filled 
by the governor and Senate, or by the legislature in joint-meet
ing, the governor shall fill such vacancy and the commission 
shall expire at the end of the next session of the legislature, 
unless a successor shall be sooner appointed: when a vacancy 
happens in the office of clerk or surrogate of any county, the 
governor shall fill such vacancy, and the commission shall 
expire when a successor is elected and qualified. 

13. In case of the impeachment of the governor, his 
absence from the state or inability to discharge the duties of 
his office, the powers, duties and emoluments of the office 
shall devolve upon the president of the Senate; and in case of 

Aa2 



his death, resignation or removal, then upon the speaker of tl\e
House of Assembly for the time being, until the governor 
absent, or impeached shall return or be acquitted, or until the 
disqualification or inability shall cease, or until a new governor 
be elected and qualified. 

14. fo case of a vacancy in the office of governor from 
any other cause than those herein enumerated, or in case of 
the death of the governor elect before he is qualified into office, 
the powers, duties and emoluments of the office shall devolve 
upon the president of the Senate or speaker of the House of 
Assembly, as above provided for, until a new gov.ernor be 
elected. and qualified. 

ARTICLE VI. 
JUDIGIARY. 

Section I. 

1. The judicial pow.er shall be vested in a court o! errors 
and appeals in the last resort in all causes as heretofore; 
a court for the trial of impeachments; a court of chancery;
a prerogative court; a supreme court; circuit courts, ancf 
such inferior courts as now exist, and as may be hereafter 
ordained and established by law; which inferior courts the 
legislature may alter oi: abolish, as the public good shalf 
requii;e. _ 

Section 11. 

1. The cour.t of errors and appeals shall consist of the chan~ 
cellor, the justices of the supreme court, and six judges, or a. 
major part of them ; which judges are to be appointed for six. 
years._ 

2. Immediately after the court shall first assemble, the siXI 
iudges shall arrange themselyes in such manner that the seat. 
of one of them shall be vacated every year, in order that there~ 
after one judge may be annually appointed. 

3. Such of the six judges as shall attend the court shall re-
cei ve, r,e~pectiyely, a per_ diem comp.ensation, to be provided. 
b}; law •. 
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4. The secretary of state shall be the clerk of this court. 
5. When an appeal from an order or decree shall be heard the 

chancellor shall inform the court, in writing, of the reasons for 
his order or decree; but he shall not sit as a member, or have 
a voice in the hearing or final sentence. 

6. \Vhen a writ of error shall be brought, no justice who 
has given a judicial opinion in the cause in favour of or 
against any error complained of, shall sit as a member, or 
have a voice on. the hearing, or for its affirmance or reversal; 
but the reasons for such opinion shall be assigned to the court 
in writing. 

Section J ll. 

I. The House of Assembly shall have the sole power of im
peaching by a vote of a majority of a!I the members; and 
all impeachments shall be tried by the Senate: the members, 
when sitting for that purpose, to be on oath or affirmation 
"truly and impartially to try and determine the charge in ques
tion according to evidence": and no person shall be convicted 
without the concurrence of two-tJ1irds of aI! the members of 
the Senate. 

2. Any judicial officer impeached shall be suspended from 
exercising his office until his acquittal. 

3. Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend 
farther than to removal from office, and to disqualification to 
hold and enjoy any office of honour, profit or trust under this 
state: but the party convicted shall nevertheless be liable to 
indictment, trial and punishment according to law. 

4. The secretary of state shall be the clerk of this court. 

Section JV. 

1. The court of chancery shall consist of a chancellor. 
2. The chancellor shall be the ordinary or surrogate ge

neral, and judge of the prerogative-court. 
3. All persons aggrieved by any order, sentence, or decree of 

the orphans' court, may appeal from the same, or from any 
part thereof to the· prerogative court; but such order, sen,. 
tence, or decree shall not be removro into the supreme court,. 
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·or circuit court if the subject matter thereof be within the 
jQrisdiction of the orphans' court. 

4. The secretary of state shall be the register of the preroga
tive court, and shall perform the duties required of him by law 
in that respect. 

Section V. 

1. The supreme court shall consist of a chief justice and 
four associate justices. The number of the associate justices 
may be increased or decreased by law, but shall never be less 
than two. 

2. The circuit courts shall be held in every county of this 
state, by one or more of the justices of the supreme court, 
or a judge appointed for that purpose; and shall in all cases 
within the county, except in those of a criminal nature, have 
common law jurisdiction, concurrent with the supreme court; 
and any final judgment of a circuit court may be docketed in 
the supreme court and shall operate as a judgment obtained 
in the supreme court from the time of such docketing. 

3. Final judgments in any circuit court may be brought by 
writ of error into the supreme court, or directly into the court 
of errors and appeals. 

Section VJ. 

I. There shall be no more than five judges of the inferior 
court of common pleas in each of the counties in this state 
after the terms of the judges of said court now in office shall 
terminate. One judge for each county shall be appointed every 
year, and no more, except to fill vacancies which shall be for 
the unexpired term only. 

2. The commissions for the first appointments of judges of 
said court shall bear date and take effect on the first day of April 
next; and all subsequent commissions for judges of said court 
shall bear date and take effect on the first day of April in 
every successive year, except commissions to fill vacancies 
which shall bear date and take effect when issued. 



285 

Section Vil. 
1. There may be elected under this constitution, two, and 

not more than five, justices of the peace in each of the town
ships of the several counties of this state, and in each of the 
wards, in cities that may vote in wards. When a township or 
ward contains two thousand inhabitants or less, it may have 
two justices: when it contains more than two thou~and inhab
itants, and not more than four thousand, it may have four 
justices; and when it contains more than four thousand inhabit
ants, it may have five justices: provided, that whenever any 
township not voting in \Vards contains more than seven thou,. 
sand inhabitants, such township may have an additional justice 
for each additional three thousand inhabitants above four thou
sand. 

2. The population of the townships in the several counties of 
the state and of the several wards shall be ascertained by the 
last preceding census of the United States, until the legislature 
shall provide, by law, some other mode of ascertaining it. 

ARTICLE VII. 

APPOINTING POWER AND TENURE OF OFFICE. 

Section J. 
MILITIA OFFICERS. 

I. The legislature shall provide by law for enrolling, organ
izing and arming the militia. 

2. Captai11s, subalterns, and non-commissioned officers, 
shall be elected by the members of their respective companies. 

3. Field officers of regiments, independent battalions, and 
squadrons, shall be elected by the commissioned officers of 
their respective regiments, battalions or squadrons. . ) 

4. Brigadier generals, shall be elected by the field officers 
of their respective brigades. 

5. Major generals, shall be nominated by the governor, and 
appointed by him, with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

6. The legislature shall provide, by law, the time and 
manner of electing militia officers, and of certifying their elec-
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tions to the governor, who shall grant their commissions, and 
determine their rank, when not determined by law; and no 
commissioned officer shall be removed from office, but by the 
sentence of a court martial pursuant to law. 

· 7. In case the electors of subalterns, captains, or field 
officers, shall refu se or neglect to make such elections, the 
governor shall have power, to appoint such officers, and to fill 
all vacancies caused by such refusal or neglect. 

S. Brigade inspectors shall be chosen by the field officers, 
of their respective brigades. 

9. The governor shall appoint the adjutant general, quar
termaster general, and all other militia officers, whose appoint
ment is not otherwise provided for in this constitution. 

10. Major generals, brigadier generals and commanding 
officers of regiments, independent battalions, and squadrons, 
shall appoint the staff officers of their divisions, brigades, 
regiments, independent battalions, and squadrons respectively. 

Section 11. 

CIVIL OFFICERS. 

1. Justices of the supreme court, chancellor, and judges of 
the court of errors and appeals, shall be nominated by the gov
ernor, and appointed by him, with the advi:ce and consent of 
the Senate. 

The justices of the supreme court and chancellor, shall hold 
their offices for the term of seven years: shall at stated times, 
receive for their services a compensation which shall not be 
diminished during the term of their appointments; and they shall 
hold no other office under the government of this state or of 
the United States. 

2 . Judges of the courts of common pleas shall be appointed 
by the Senate and General Assembly, in joint-meeting. 

They shall hold their offices for five years; but when 
appointed to fill vacancies, they shall hold for the unexpired 
term only. 

3. The state treasurer, and the keeper and inspectors of the 
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state pl'ison shall be appointed by the Senate and General As· 
sembly in joint-meeting. 

They shall hold their offices for one year, and until their 
successors shall be qualified into office. 

4. The attorney general, prosecutors of the pleas, clerk of 
the supreme court, clerk of the court of chancery, and 
secretary of state shall be nominated by the governor and ap
pointed by him with the ad vice and consent of the Senate. 

They shall hold their offices for five years. 
5. The law reporter shall be appointed by the justices of the 

supreme court or a majority of them; and the chancery re
porter shall be appointed by the chancellor. 

They shall hold their offices for five years. 
6. Clerks and surrogates of counties shall be elected by the 

people of their respective counties, at the annual. elections for 
members of the General Assembly. 

They shall hold their offices for five years. 
7. Sheriffs and coroners, shall be elected annually by the 

people of their respective counties at the annual elections for 
members of the General Assembly. 

They may be re-elected until they shall have served three 
years but no longer; after which, three years must elapse, 
before they can be again capable of serving. 

8. Justices of the peace shall be elected by ballot at the 
annual meetings of the townships in the several counties of the 
stat~ and of the wards in cities that may vote in wards, 
in such manner and under such regulations as may be here
after provided by law. 

They shall be commissioned for the county, and their com· 
missions, shall bear date and take effect on the first day of May 
hext after their election. 

They shall hold their offices for five years; but when 
elected to fill vacancies, they shall hold for the unexpired 
term only; provided, that the commission of any justice of the 
peace shall become vacant upon his ceasing to reside in the 
township in which he was elected. • 
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The first election for justices of the peace shall take place at 
tbe next annual town meetings of the townships in the several 
counties of the state, and of the wards in cities, that may 
vote in wards. 

9. All other officers, whose appointments are not otherwise 
provided for by law, shall be nominated by the governor and 
appointed by him with the advice and consent of the Senate; 
and shall hold their offices for the time prescribed by Jaw. 

10. All ci vii officers elected or appointed, pursuant to the 
provisions of this constitution shall be commissioned by the 
governor. 

11. The term of office of all officers elected or appointed 
pursuant to the provisions of this constitution, except when 
herein otherwise directed, shall commence on the day of the 
date of their respective commissions; but no commission for 
any office shall bear date prior to the expiration of the term of 
the incumbent of said office. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

1. The secretary of state shall be ex officio an auditor of 
the accounts of the treasurer, and as such, it shall be his duty 
to assist the legislature in the annual examination and settle· 
ment of said accounts, until otherwise provided by law. 

2. The seal of the state shall be kept by the governor 
or person administering the government, and used by him 
officially, and shall be called the Great Seal of the State of 
New Jersey. 

3. All grants and commissions shall be in the name and by 
the authority of the State of New Jersey, sealed with the great 
seal, signed by the governor or person administering the go• 
vernment, and countersigned by the secretary of state, and 
shall run thus: "The State o New Jersey, to -- ---, 
greeting." All writs sh:Wl be in the name of thtl state; and all in-
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dictments shall conclude in the following manner, viz:" against 
the peace of this state the government and dignity of the same." 

4. This constitution shall take effect and go into operation 
on the second day of September in the year of our Lord, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-four-. 

ARTICLE IX. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Any specific amendment or amendments, to the constitution 
may be proposed in the Senate or General Assembly, and if the 
same shall be agreed to by a majority of the members elected to 
each of the two houses, such proposed amendment or amend
ments shall be entered on their journals, with the yeas and nays 
taken thereon, and referred to the legislature then next to be 
chosen, and shall be published for three months previous to 
making such choice, in at least one newspaper of each county, 
if any be published therein; and if in the legislature, next chosen, · 
as aforesaid, such proposed amendment or amendments, or any 
of them, shall be agreed to by a majority of all the members 
elected to each house, then it shall be the duty of the legislature 
to submit such proposed amendment or amendments, or such 
of them as may have been agreed to as aforesaid by the two 
legislatures, to the people, in such manner and at such time at 
least four months after the adjournment of the legislature, as 
the legislature shall prescribe; and if the people at a special 
election, to be held for that purpose only, shall approve and 
ratify such amendment or amendmentsi or any of them by a 
majority of the electors qualified to vote for members of the 
legislature voting thereon, such amendment or amendments so 
approved arnl ratified shall become part of the constitution : 
providedi that if more than one amendment be submitted, they 
shall be submitted in such manner and form that the people 
may vote for, or against each amendment separately and dis
tinctly; but no amendment or amendments shall be submitted 
to the people by the legislature oftener than once in five years. 

Bb 
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ARTICLE X. 

SCHEDULE. 

That no inconvenience may arise from the change in the 
constitution of this state, and in order to carry the same into 
complete operation, it is hereby declared and ordained, that-

1. The common law and statute laws now in force not repug
nant to this constitution, shall remain in force until they expire 
by their own limitation, or be altered or repealed by the legis
lature; and all writs, actions, causes of action, prosecutions, 
contracts, claims and rights of individuals and of bodies cor
porate, and of the state, and all charters of incorporation, shall 
continue, and all indictments which shall have been found, or 
which may hereafter be found, for any crime or offence com
mitted before the adoption of this constitution, may be pro
ceeded upon as if no change had taken place. The several 
courts of law and equity, except as herein otherwise provided, 
shall continue with the like powers and jurisdiction as if this 
constitution had not been adopted. 

2. All officers now filling any office or appointment, shall 
continue in the exercise of the duties thereof, according to their 
respective commissions or appointments, unless, by this con
stitution it is otherwise directed. 

3. The present governor, chancellor and ordinary or surro
_gate general, and treasurer shall continue in office until succes
sors elected or appointed under this constitution shall be 
sworn or affirmed into office. 

4. In case of the de~h, resignation, or disability of the 
present governor, the person who may be vice president 
of Council at the time of the adoption of this constitu
tion shall continue in office and administer the government 
until a governor shall have heen elected and sworn or affirmed 
'into office under this constitution. 

5. The present governor, or in case of his death or ina· 
bility to act, the vice president of Council, together with the 
present members of the Legislat~ve Council and secretary of 

\ ... 
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state shall constitute a board of state canvassers, in the man
ner now provided by law, for the purpose of ascertaining and 
declaring the result. of the uext ensuing election for governor, 
members of the House of Representatives and electors of pre
sident and vice president. 

G. The returns of the votes for governor, at the said next 
ensuing election shall be transmitted to the secretary of state, 
the votes counted, and the election declared, in the manner 
now provided by law in the case of the election of electors of 
president and vice president. 

7. The election of clerks and surrogates, in those coun
ties where the term of office of the present incumbents shall 
expire previous to the general election of eighteen hundred and 
forty-five, shall be held at the generd election next ensuing 
the adoption of this constitution ; the result of which election 
shall be ascertained in the manner now provided by law for 
the election of sheriffs. 

8. The elections for the year eighteen hundred and forty
four shall take place as now provided by Ia w. 

9. It shall be the duty of the governor to fill all vacancies 
in office happening between the adoption of this constitution 
and the first session of the Senate, and not otherwise provided 
for; and the commissions shall expire at the end of the first 
session of the Senate, or when successors shall be elected or 
appointed and qualified. 

IO. The restriction of the pay of members of the legisla
ture, after forty days from the commencement of the session, 
shall not be applied to the first legislature convened under this 
constitution. 

11. Clerks of counties shall be clerks of the inferior courts 
of common pleas and quarter-sessions of the several counties, 
and perform the duties, and be subject to the regulations now 
required of them by law until otherwise ordained by the legis
lature. 

12. The legislature shall pass all laws necessary to carry 
into effect the provisions of this constitution. 
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Done in convention, at the State House in Trenton, on the 
twenty-ninth day of June, in the year of our Lord one thou
sand eight hundred and forty-four, and of the independence of 
the United States of America the sixty-eighth. 

ALEXANDER WURTS, 

President of the Convention. 

WILLIAM PATERSON, Secretary. 

Tm J. SAUNDERS, .!.lssist. Sec'y. 

WARREN. 

P. B. Kennedy, 
Samuel Hibbler, 
Robert S. Kennedy. 

SOMERSET. 

P. D. Vroom, 
Ferdinand S. Schenck, 
George H. Brown. 

HUNTERDON. 

Jonathan Pickel, 
David Neighbour, 
Peter I. Clark. 

MIDDLESEX. 

Moses J agues, 
James Parker, 
Jos. F. Randolph, 
James C. Zabriskie. 

MERCER. 

Jno. R. Thomson, 
Henry W. Green, 
R. S. Field. 

MONMOUTH. 

George F. Fort, 
Bernard Connolly, 
Thomas G. Haight, 
Daniel Holmes. 

• 

BERGEN. 

John Cassedy, 
A br. Westervelt. 

HUDSON. 

Robt. Gilchrist. 

PASSAIC. 

Elias B. D. Ogden, 
Andrew Parsons. 

SUSSEX. 

Joseph E. Edsall, 
John Bell, 
Martin Ryerson. 

ESSEX. 

Jos. C. Hornblower, 
D'd. Naar, 
0. S. Halsted, 
Elias Vanarsdale, 
Wm. Stites. 

MORRIS. 

Mahlon Dickerson, 
Francis Child, 
Ephraim Marsh, 
W. Nelson Wnod, 



BURLINGTON. 

Moses Wills, 
J. J. Spencer, 
Wm. R. Allen, 
Jno. C. Ten Eyck, 
Chas. Stokes. 

CAMDEN. 

John W. Mickle, 
Abraham Browning. 

GLOUCESTER. 

Jno. R. Sickler, 
Charles C. Stratton. 

ATLANTIC. 

Jonathan Pitney. 

NEW JERSEY, ss. 
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SALEM. 

Jno. H. Lambert, 
Richard P. Thompson, 
Alex'. G. Cattell. 

CUMBERLAND. 

Wm. Belford Ewing, 
Joshua Brick, 
Daniel Elmer. 

CAPE MAY. 

Joshua Swain. 

Be it remembered, that on the t'wenty-ninth day of June,_ in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty
four, the above constitution was delivered to the governor of 
this state, in open convention, by the president thereof; and it 
is thereupon, by the said governor, ordered and directed that 
the same be filed in the office of the secretary of state. 

DAN'L. HAINES, Gov. of N. J. 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY~ ss. 

The within constitution was delivered by His Excellency 
Daniel Haines, governor of this state, to me, in open conven
tion, and is, by his order, filed in my office this 29th June, 1844 

CHARLES G . .McCHESNBY, 

' 
Secretary of Stare. 

.A true copy. 

CHARLES G. McCHESNEY, Sec'y of State. 

nb2 
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By Daniel Haines, Governor of the State of New Jersey. 

WHEREAS, by an act of the legislature of the State of New 
Jersey, entitled, "An act to provide for the election of delegates 
to a convention to prepare a constitution for the government 
of this state, and for submitting the same to the people thereof, 
for ratification or rejection,'' passed the 23d day of February, 
A: D. 1844, it is provided, "That as soon as the said constitu
tion shall have been deposited in the office of the secretary of 
state, it shal•e the duty of the governor of this state for the 
time being to cause the same to be published in each of the 
newspapers printed in this state, for the space of six weeks, 
successively, at least once in each week, for the information 
of the people." 

.11.nd whereas, the constitution agreed upon by the said con
vention has this day been delivered to me, in open convention, 
by the president thereof, and by my direction deposited and 
filed in the office of the secretary of state, in the words and 
figures following, that is to say : 

[Here follows the constitution, as before printed, O!llitting the names of the dele
gates.] 

Now, therefore, I, DANIEL H AINES, Governor of the State of 
New Jersey, have caused, and by these presents do cause, the 
said Constitution to be published, pursuant to the direction of 
the said act. 

Given under my hand and privy seal, at 
the city of Trenton, this twenty-ninth 

~·Bl.:3:!i~ll:iiil?l,1llll day of June, in the year o{ our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-four. 

DANIEL HAINES. 
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Statement of votes given, in t!te several counties of the state, 
for and against the adoption of the constitution, at an elec
tion held on the thirteenth day of August, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and fo1·ty-four. 

" .!:'? 
C 0 UNTIES. -~ 

c 
0 

0 

Atlantic, - - - - 366 
Bergen, - - - - - 644 
Burling ton, - - - - 1272 
Camden, - - - - - 477 
Cape May, - - - - 115 
Cumberland, - - - - 532 
Hudson, - - - - - 268 
E ssex, - - - - - 2759 
Gloucester, - - - - 294 
Hunterdon, - - - - 2231 
Mercer, - - - . - 1155 
Middlesex, - - - - 907 
Monmouth, - - - - 1225 
Morris, - - - - - 1425 
Passaic, - - - - - 884 
Salem, - - - - - 648 
Somerset, - - - - 1303 
Sussex, - - - - - . 2059 
Warren, - - - - - 1712 

20,276 

RECAPITULATION. 

Constitution, 
No Constitution, 
Rejected ballots, 

Whole number of votes, 

Majority for Constitution, 

20,276 
3,526 

69 

23,871 

16,750 

" !l 
.s .£ 

-~ 
c; 
.c 
'"O 

c ~ 0 .., 
0 ., 
0 ~ z 

17 
15 
99 5 
68 2 
14 
42 8 
28 1 

300 2 
145 14 
376 3 
369 2 
145 
188 6 
569 6 
20 

331 f 3 
304 7 

16 9 
480 1 

3526 I 69 

A true copy from the statement of the board of stnte canvassers, now on file in 
my office. CHARLES G. McCHESNEY, Sec'y of State • . 
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