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PURPOOE OF THIS SURVEY 

To determine to what extent the housing situation 
among the Negro population had been aggravated by the 
influx of migrant war-workers who established residences 
in Asbury Park and found employment in the industries, 
military and naval bases, and other Federal agencies of 
the Asbur-~ Park Area •••••• 

•••••• To determine the extent of such increases 
in the year-round Negro population of Asbury Park •••••• 

•••••• To ascertain, if possible, what proportion 
of these new-comers to this section would probably set
tle as permanent citizens of this area •••••• 

•••••• To determine the anticipated need of addi
tional housing to accomodate returning veterans of 
World War II, vrho had been.inducted into the Armed Ser
vices from this area •••••• 
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••••••And, as part of a state-wide inquiry to 
ascertain to what extent over-crowding and acute housing 
shorto..gos among the colored populution had been relieved 
by now constructions, financed under tho FHA Progrrun •••••• 

This SU.fi.Vi:Y was undertaken by Tho U1i.BAN COLO&;D 
POPULllTION COI&.:iISSION of The State of Hew Jorsey • •• seek
ing nnswors to these basic questions in order to intelli
gently recommend feasible stops tovm.rds a program to 
improve tho living conditions of tho urbnn colored popu
lation of this State. 

The data obtained through our observations D.n.d in
quiries is tabulated in the folloui..11g pa.gos of this Report. 

Tho findings of this Survey uith our conclusions 
arc presontod for its possible vnluc to the proper author
ities ho.ving the responsibility to plan and provide bettor 
housing i'or its citizenry; und to the general public ns 
interesting and significnnt information. 



THE 1v.IE:THOD USED l"OR THIS SUHVEY 

The starting point for this Survey was taken .from. 
the 16th Census of the United States \~1ich listed Asbury 
Park ·with a Negro population of 3,513 in 1940. 
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These 3, 513 Negro residents v;~re listed as ~ccup
ing 994 dwelling units. The 994 dwelling units were 
located, 933 in the First ~ford and 11 in the Second Ward. 

Of these 994 dwelling units, 30.2% were classified 
as needing major repairs, or having no private baths. 

An estimated 27.2% of the reported dwelling units 
were listed as ovmcr-occupied. 

The only knovm, major public housing project under
taken for the benefit of tho Negro population vras tho 
Asbury Park Village. 

This FPHA Projuct, developed under the program of 
the Asbury Park Housing Authority, was completed and 
occupied on January 20, 1941. 

With tho abovo, knovm facts, The URBAN COLOHED 
POPULATION COMl.iISSION began this Survey, seeking a true 
picture of conditions and tho position of tho housing 
needs runong tho Negro population in tho Asbury Park 
housing scale, as of July 31, 1945. 

Enumerators, employed on this Survey, obtained true 
samples from typico.l blocks of tho First Ward wherein 
Negro rosidonts vrcre found to pr·..Jdominate. 

All families occuping 368 dnolling units were inter
vicvrcd. A questionnaire was fill0d '.rh.cnever the enumerators 
found a resident trho had cone into the area since 19Ll. 

Public officials, heads of various social service 
agencies, omploymont and porsonnol managers, and directors 
of other fact-finding organizations Trcro interviewed 
and solicited for information and assi3tancc. 

An occupational survey to ascertain in uhn.t capn.ci
tics and Trhere tho Nogro population found year-round 
employment -v-m.s completed nith so.tisfo.ctory results that 
ncre considered sufficiently dependable and accurate to 
be included in this Report. 
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' 
Ji:I:RSEY 

PRE-WAR CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POPULATION: 

Asbury ?nrk, 50 miles from the highly industria
lized and metropolito.n areas of Newark and Neu York, in 
194o, i;ms the center of a highly developed resort area 
on the North ,Jersey shores of the Atlantic Ocean - n 
city -r.d.th a mile-long beach front; a mile-long boardwalk; 
some 200 hotels, both largo and small; hundreds of rcstau
ro.nts ruid eating houses; o.nd summer cottages that wel
comed paying guests. 

Eleven smaller municipo.litios 1.d.th Asbury Park com
prised an areo. for ·which Asbury Park was tho shopping, 
business, recrcationul, religious and civic center. 

Those adjacent and surrounding communities: Allen
hurst, Avon, Belmar, Bradley Beach, Deal, Interlaken, 
loch Arbour, Neptune City, Neptune Tmmship, Ocean Grove, 
Wo.rw..rno.ssa o.nd West Allenhurst i:rcre largely, restricted 
residential zones for tho larger estates o.nd private 
nll-yoar and summer homes. · 

Commercial o.ctivity in these smaller communities 
vro.s limited to industry nssociato<l -r.d.th tho operation 
of clubs; mo.intcnnncc of tho homes; fishing, boo.ting 
nnd other recreational facilities. 

Negro Populations 

The year-round, Negro populations of tho o.roo., in 
194o, according to tf).e 16th u. s. Census, follous: 

All1.,;nhurst 
1rnbury t'o.rk 
A von-by-tho-Soo. 
Bolmnr 
Bradley Beach 
Deal 
Intcrlo.kcm 
Neptune City 
Neptune Tmmohip 
Ocoo.n TO"rmship 

Toto.l Populntion Negro PopulD.tion 

520 
14,617 
1,211 
3,435 
3,468 

917 
'/87 

2,392 
10, 207 

4,200 

11 
3,513 

5 
199 

8 
16 
26 
1 

1,605 
30 
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ASB·URY PARK ' NEW JERSEY 

Negro Employment Status 

Those of the Negro population who were not self
employed or er ... gnged in their own homes; in business or 
prof6ss:5 .. on~,,: -p··_:r.'en.:its; found employment largely in the 
hot.els. .rco.r,:!.l~i=; h(mses, restaurants and in private resi
dences in va:c::i.·)US domestic capacities. 

The next largest numbers were engaged upon Federal, 
State Highway, Cou."'lty and municipal public vrorks. 

An appreciable number found employment with the 800 
retail stores, 50 wholesale firrns and the utility and 
service industries. 

Only an inconsequential number were employed by 
the 29 max1ufact-u.ring establishrw:mts of the area whose 
chief prcdu.cts wore wearing apparel and foodstuffs. 

B:npJ.oyment statistics published in the 16th u. s. 
Consu.e~ gave th'.3 following information pertaining to the 
Negro p0pulation of Asbury ?ark: 

Male Female 

P.B.;RSONS :J..l+ YEA~=tS OLD AND OVER 1,354 1,559 

In Labor f;,-c-::c: ... $ ••••••••••••••••• • l, 102 8 27 

if';:j.gr: A :·:.:i ::.,~_ :1_:·.:r:·1· Workers .. ~., ~ • • 
U::.:11c.~. J. i.- .!.'·.·" ·i.~ · !I)rkers , •• ~ o i ••• • 

1Jp.-; .: .. - ~:. .·:-.~ .. :: ·:.(~f ~ ,.. " , ,, I) •••••• •• fl ... I'.,.. 

On P'.lb'~ic 3morg. Work (HPA,NYA,otc.) 

Seeking Work •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bxporiencod tforkcrs e •• • 

New Workers .,••••••••••• 
Engaged jn O.·m Homework •. ~. • • • ••••• • 
others Not Reported or Unclassified 
In School o••••~••··~··•••••••••••••• 

639 

543 

5 

91 

77 

386 
380 

6 
7 

146 
99 

5o3 

446 
4 
8 

45 

70 

254 
247 

7 
428 
206 
98 



ASBURY PARK 
' 

NEW JERSEY 

Negro Housing 

A distressing need for i:rrprovcd housing con
ditions among the Negro population existed and had 
been recognized prior to 191.il. Tho Negro population 
of Asbury Park was largely concentrated in an area 
located in tho southi.-rost section of tho city. 

Tho Asbury Par!~ Housing Authority, during a 
survey conducted in 1938, described the section as 
"definitely blighted and a slum area is concentrated 
thoroin. 11 
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'fhc supply of .family dwelling units existing and 
available in Asbury Park on April 1, 1940 wns tabu
lated c::.s f ollous: 

Total White Non-vi'hitc 

Ten.ant-occupied 2,804 2,001 803 
Or~or-occupiod 1,180 989 191 
Va.cant 737 6oo 153 

Total 4, 737 3,590 l,147 

Of those existing n.nd ava.ilable drrclling units 
in .Asb11ry Pnrk on April 1, 1940, the follo-rr.i.ng ncrc 
clar: s:~;f icd as sub-standard: 

Total White Non ... White 

To .. 1: ,c.-'>·c.-:::..t::):i.ed 503 206 297 
C:::1 .·.'.' -·~·ccupiud ll-1.9 108 41 
~,;:c. ~ .1..:.:: r, 151 80 71 

Totol 803 394 409 

In 1940, it my therefore be observed th<:,t the 
882 f.::unilics composing Asbury Park1 s Negro population 
of 3, $13 occupied 994 di:rclling units, including tho 
338 tho.t lmd boon classified us sub-standard. 
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ASBURY PA RIC 

' 
NEW JERSEY 

Nogro Housing 

Tho Asbury Park Housing Autho~ity, in its appli
cation to the Federal Public Housing Adminirrtro..tion of 
the Nntionnl Housing Agency for approva.l nnd nssis
tanco to construct a lou-rcnt project for Negro occu
pancy, sto..tod: 

"Housing o..vo.ilo.blc to tho Nogro residents 
of Asbury Park is bnroly sufficient to acco
modnto tho city's Negro por:)ulation though the 
unfit dYrolling units o.ro occupied. 11 

Tho Asbury Park Villo.gc, dcsigro.tcd ns 11Project, 
N. J. -7-111 , uas consoquc.;ntly approved. ConstructJ.on 
iW.s complotQd and tho units, costing ~760,ooo, vrcro 
occupied on Jn.nuo.ry 20, 194].. 

Dovolopod undQr th(.) progrrun of tho Asbury Park 
Housing Authority, tho ;~sbury Park Villa.go provided 
126 d1·rclling units nnd o.ccomodo.tcd 500 of tho city's 
Negro populo.tion. Tho project o.chiovod 100 per cent 
Equivalent Elimination of slum duelling by de~olition 
of 108 sub-stni1do.rd units • 

.Admittedly, n groo.t improvement, tho 126 ncvr 
duelling u!'lits Yrcro sufficient to supply only o. compo.ra.
tivoly smo.11 portion of tho 5oo applico.tions for apo.rt
mants tho.t the local Housing ;~uthority hnd on file 
sinco 1939. 

;~side from tho program of tho Asbury Pn.rlc Housing 
Authority, no building program for tho benefit of the 
colored population rms undcrtn.kon or plt..mnud in nny of 
tho other municipalities of' tho o.rcn.. 

With tuo exceptions, tho Negro populntions of tho 
surrounding municipo.litios, shorrn on Page 6, roprosontcd 
employees lil'ho li vcd in the rcsidoncos or on tho promises 
of their employers• 

Tho exceptions ucrc BoJJn,..i.r, Yrith a Negro populn
tion of 199 housed in &J drrclling units; o.nd Neptune 
To-.-mship, -.-iith o. Negro populntion of l&J5 housed in 4Ll 
duelling units. 



ASBURY PARK NEW JEHS~Y 

PRESENT TOTAL SUPPLY OF l\tUvD:LY DW.SLLINGS: 

(Temporary Public War Housing Excluded) 

Supply on April 1, 1940 

Total 

Tenant-occupied 2,804 
Owner-occupied 1,180 
Vacant 753 

Total 4,737 

Ccrnpleted Since, Ap:-il l, 2.?40 

Total 

Private Housing 0 
Low-rent .i?ub:U.c Housing 185 
Public War Housing 0 

White 

2,001 
989 
600 

3,590 

White 

0 
59 
0 

59 

... __ .. _,.,,.,...,-.~ -~ ~"· -~- .... , ...... , .. ., __ ·,..-----··-----··--·-
·:.fuj_ch !Irl.C' ~~ i.' ·•·. } 'e -:;ri. !Jdrr1c:.::i .. :.fried Or 

Total Vfuite 

Stan.ua··.· "],'~ c;.~> 0 0 
1S1f)· -r-:ti J.t .c1 ... -~.:r,,.~I :tr:·: .. <;s 156 45 
'l'ctal 156 45 

PRESENT TOTAL SUPPLY 
Total White 

4, 766 3,6o4 

Non-White 

803 
191 
153 

1,147 

Non-White 

0 
126 

0 

126 

Non-White 

0 
111 

111 

Non-rlhite 

1,162 

10 
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ASBURY P A H. K NEW JERSEY 

PRESENT TOTAL SUB-STA!'i:DARD FAMILY DWELLINGS: 

Sub-standard Housing on April 11 19~ 

Total White Non-Wlti.te 

Tenant-occupied 503 206 297 
O\mer•occupied 149 108 41 
Vacant 1.51 80 71 

Total 803 394 ~9 

Standard Housing Existing on April 11 1940 Which _,,_ _______ _ 
HaB Since Beco;nr.i S11b··standard 

'.:.'(, +:.aJ. White Non-Yfuite 

35.5 180 175 

(Estimated 1% per year of standard supply for White and 3% 
per year of standard supply for Non-·Hhite) 

Sub-standa:·d B.onsing Existing on Aprj l 1., 19 Lo Which Has 
-·····-··-···--· --·-- ·····-···--·----------

Since Bee:::, JJ.:;;11~'JJ.:i.shed, Tal.;:en C'ut o::.' :is.;; or H.ehabilita-c,ed 
,_ ............. --.... 

'l'otal White Non-l!'lhite 

In Connection With Public 
Housing Pro.1 ectc (equ.va-
lent eliminaticn of slums 
since Apt>il, 1940 126 is 111 
Other 30 JO 0 

Total 156 45 111 --... ··-

PRESEJ:JT TCY£AL SlJB-STANDARiJ HOUSING: 

Total -~'lhite Non-White 

1,002 529 473 



ASBURY PARK J N~W JERSEY 

Sub-standard Housing As Per Cent of Total Supply 

Total 

21% 

White 

15% 

Non-1'fuite 

liJ.% 

Total Pres~nt Vacancies in Sub-standard Housing 

Total White Non-White 

0 0 0 

Numbe~ of Families Now Living in Sub-standard Housing 

Total White Non-Y:/hite 

529 473 
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Per Cent of Families Now Liv-1-ng in Sub-standard Housing 
with Gross ~iont.hly Rents or Ri~ntal Equivalents abovethe 

Upper Li.mi"':. of the Low-Hent. Public Housing Scale 

Number of Such Families 

White 

42% 
222 

Non-"VVhite 

32% 
150 

Per Cent of Families Now Li_ving in Sub-standard Housing 
with GroS,.:s Rents or Hor:tal Equivalents belovr tho Scale of 
tho Lovr-H.cnt Publlc Housing 

Number of Such Fa:milics 

White 

Od 
/o 

0 

Non-White 

Oct 
/0 

0 

Number of Vacant .Dwelling Unito of Standard Housing Nmv 

Available to Fwnilios _Living in Sub-standard Housing 

'.fuitc Non-White 

0 0 

,---..1-~ .J .... -EWS'fH.1.~1TE Li3RARY 
-------------.....,.0. BOX 52.0 

TRENlUN,NJ 08625-0520 



ASBURY P A H. K 
' 

NEW JERSEY 

ACTUAL AND P1tOPOS~D CONSTB.UCTION: 

'l'o the best of our information and lmowledge, no 
new building of any kind has been built by private 
enterprise in Asbury Park since 1940. '('emporary Public 
-dar Housing and private reconvorsions are excluded.) 
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Aside from tho program of the Asbury Park Housing 
Authority, vrc are unable to learn of any proposed construc
tion planned for th0 immediate future vn1ich may provide 
dwelling units of standard quality for Non-White occupancy. 

FPHA Application Filed for 150-unit Project: 

The Asbury Park Housing. Authority has filed an 
advance proc;ram vdth tho Federal Public Housing Adminis
tration of the National Housing Agency for financial 
assistance to construct a proposed low-rent housing pro
j cct. 

This proposed now project, designated "Proposed 
N.,J., 7-3 11 will bo an extension of tho present Asbur,;.r Pnrk 
Village, or iri.11 be constructed on a si to not f <J.r from "the 
loc::rtion of the Asbury Park Village. 

The proposed, additj.onal proj cct tiill provide 1)0 
dwelling units, and is intended for 100~~ Non-H'nito oc ... 
cupancy. 

The sito chosen for tho location of tho proposed, 
additional, low-ront proj oct is "frithin tho boundaries of a 
housing tract wherein 95/s of the Negro population resides. 
The tot<J.l aroa of the proposed site is approximately 8 
acros nnd contuins o.pproxirnatoly 100 dwulling units, sit
uated on o.bout 110 pc.reels, involving nbout 75 oTmors. 
Other improvements loco.tcd Yd.thin the proposed site num
ber about 1001 and 2.ro mostly barns, out-houses and 
goro..gcs. 



ASBURY PARK 
' 

NEW 
lh 

JERSEY 

RECORD OF HOUSING CONSTRUCTION SINCB 1940: 

Public War Housing 

Total 

Permanent 0 
Demountable 0 
Conversion (net gain) 9 

Total 9 

Public Low-Income Housing 

Total 

Asbury Park Village (-i~) 126 
Washington Village 59 

Total 185 

Privately Owned Housing 

Total 

Nevr Convorsions (N0t Gain) 16 
New Constructions 0 

Total 

Units l..lomolishod 

Net Gain or (Loss) 

16 

'.t'otal 

400 

(190) 

Temporary liar Housing ~H(- 0 

White Non-1'!/hite 

0 0 
0 0 
9 0 

9 0 

l:\lhite Non..;White 

0 126 
59 0 

59 126 

1\rhite Non-'tVhite 

16 0 
0 0 

16 0 

White Non-VJhite 

315 85 
( 231) 41 

0 0 

(~~) Tho Acbury Park Village wa:J occupied Jan. 20, 19LJ1 
-lH~ 110 n indico..tes that no figures wcro available. 



ASBURY PARK 
' 

NEW JERSEY 

WAR-TIME CHARACTBRISTICS: 

During the per~od o.f World War II, _Asbury Park 
lost none of the attractions, facilities or characteris
tics that had won its nation-wide fa~e as a 8ea-Shore 
resort. Rather, under the emphasized importance of brief 
vacations from the vigorous duties of war in order to 
maintain highest, productive efficiencies; the week-end 
and other, periodic exodus of war-workers from the nearby 
industrial centers, upon occasions, severely ta::ced Asbury 
Park's capacities and recreational facilities. 

Sin1ultaneously, a metamorphasis that effected conver
sions of many commercial and amusement pursuits, and added 
grim rnilita.ry and naval over-tones to the complexion of the 
entire aroa, v~is achieved. In an amazingly short tir.10, tho 
area .111Tas filled vdth the colorful uniforms of ncnrly all 
branches of the Armed Sorvicos; and the population vms 
made aware of tho serious propar.::i.tions for war in activities 
throughout tho area. 

· At nearby Fort ivJ.onmouth, a multiplicity of urgent, 
milito.ry noods accoluro:bod tho programs of tho :i£astorn · 
Signal Corps School, tho ~nstorn Signal Gorps Training 
Center, tho ~astern Signal Corps Unit Training Cantor, tho 
~astern Signal Unit Survey Groups nnd tho Signal Luborutory. 

This cssontitl phnso of milito.ry ['.Ctivity oxpo..nd(.)d 
rapidly to cstnblish tho Coles Signal Lnborntor)~ nt Rod 
Bonk, tho Long Bro.nch Signn.l Laboratory, tho Evans Signo.l 
Laboratory at Belmar, tho Signtl Corps Stock Numbering 
Agency o.t Asbury Park, tho hlonmouth Signo.l Corps Procure
ment District ut Bradley Boo.ch, tho Signal Corps Ground 
Signal Agency Tfarchousos nt Asbury Pnrk c:nd Avon. 

'rho Govornmunt r.cquircd sovoro.l of tho city• s largest 
hotels, thu Y. Li. C • .A •• tho Convention Hall cind other bo:',ch
front buildings as auxiliarits to house ti.nd train co.ndi
dntcs of tho Of ficors Tr.::i.ining Schools end for othor osson
tinl purposes in th0 propo.rations for dcf'cnso ond off 0nsivc 
war. 

l::J.UY of the cnndidn.tos for commissions ci.nd others of 
tho ci vilinn personnel Trcro NcgrooG Hho settle their f <.un
ilics in nonrby, Asbury i.Jcirk. Some of tho military pcrGormol 
loft familic:s in t.he area. nf·t,or lc.:aving for othor n:Jsign:• 
munts or ov0r-son dutius. 
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Large groups of students f!'om the advanced c:tasses of 
Negro sc:hools and collegeB c.f the f.io1J.tb.err. st< .tes vrere 
brought t,o th:i.5 ::u'ea for ~n:ploy"lent 2 ... ;cl t··~;..,_n:· ng coul'.'ses 
in the S::i.grn1l Co·cps lE.~'.lCJ a"t0 ~ins, H e~rc) g ~.:vl ntes of high 
schovls ar· . .i co:Cgges ·,;r..:.t.h 8. o·;.c.1\:r;ro~':l.i 1::f Glni:.isi~r:v and 
Physi0s wcx··~ a+,ty;.,cted :i .. r.to the '".!.eCi and f J1;.:.:.'. e~,;i::,:~ryment 
in the lci:borat0rie::-;., 

Coast Guard Auxiliary Headquarters were established 
at nearby ~fonmouth Beach, Spring Lake and Point Pleasant. 
Asbury Po.rk becamn a rccreationc...l center for th'3 Negro non
commissiC'ncd offie;ers and men in t:r.•:380 Coast Gu'lrd companies. 
Those who h&d families, establJ.shed living quarters in 
Asbury Park. 

An immense Naval Ammuni·c;Lon Depot, costing ~6o mil
lions and occuping hundreds of acres was established a 
short distance from Asbury Park at ~arlo. Negro personnel 
of tho Navy, stationed at ~arlc, nurnbcrcd at times from 
several hundreds to noax four thousands, including non
commissioned offi.r.crs of nll grades~ l..ui.ny of these settled 
f amilics in Asbury Park and vicin::i_ty for the dura"tion; and 
in tho case of quite a number who acquired families since 
coming into this area, perhaps, permanently. 

It was therefore. easily, obsurvcd that the vast a
mount of construction work involved in these expanding 
programs, plus the need of· ci vili.::u1 labor in n.1.inteno.ncc 
and supply sorviccs at these military ;u.1d naval bases 
created employment opportunities in unprcscntcd quunitios 
far beyond tho avnilablc supply of the local, labor pools 
of Asbury Park nnd vicinity. 

It wns also obscrvud tha.t cmployucnt opportunities 
which had existed for the i'kgro population in rn...1..'tlmu..11 pro
portions only on a seasonal scale; or from which they had 
boon entirely excluded; during the period of the war, be
came full-time, all-year-round occupo.tions. 

Conversion of plants in the area to war production, 
undc:r the, compelling influoj·1ce of the Prosidvnt' s Fair 
i:imploymcnt .r>ro.ct.isos Committee ond the Now Jersey Stack
house Lmv, both,, prohibiting racicl discrimine:.tion in em
ployment by plo.nts cngo.god on wo.r contracts; many ncvr 
employmont opportunities wore opened. to tho N(.;gro popu-
1.:i.tion of AslJury Pnrk o.nd ncYr-comcrs to tho arco.. 
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At the Sigmund Eisner Company of B.ed Bank, an esti
mated 3556 to 40/i of the total number of employees vrere 
reputely Negro workers. 

Negro uorlcers had not been employed at this plant be-· 
fore. No conversion was needed at. the Sigmund ~isner Com
pant. For three generations, this plant has made uniforms 
for the U.S. Army. Creditable records have carhcd a secure 
post-war status for the iJegro employees of this company. 
So pleased wo.s th8 management that representatives of this 
Commission who had aided in the intcrgration of tho origi
nal Negro workors, were invited as guest of the Company 
upon the occasion of a vfar Bond !tally and. ccromonies to 
present the Treasury Flag to tho comp::m~r• 

Tho Atlantic Sports Wear Mfg. Co • ., of Asbury Pnrk, 
reported 33 1/3 por cent of its total personnel were Negroes. 

The Thos. A. ~dison, Inc. reported that 18/b of the 
personnel omployc.:d at its Asbury Park plant wore Negroes. 

The Unoxcollod. ~Ii<.muf acturing Co., Inc., at its 
Cranbury plant, reported L.7/o of tho total number of work0rs 
employed wore Negroes. This company opuratod t·wo, sometimes, 
three buses butwccn Asbury Park and Crnnbury to provldo 
freu trcmsportation for its omployues. 

No available record could be obtainvd from the Rod 
Bank Division of tho Bendix Aviation Corporation but Negro 
workers arc cstimatud to compose nbou·~ 10% of' its total 
number of omployccs. 

An undoturminvd but appreciable number of tho Asbury 
Park ikgro population Tmro known to have bc0n umployod at 
tho .Haritan Arsenal at lvietuchon. Transportn:tion, during 
pock periods, nas provided by buses and many groupwd-pri
vo.tc cars. 

Oth0rs 1rorc employed in war industries at Purth 
amboy and Rahvm.y, commuting by o.utomobilos and trnins. 

Besides those employed in profcssionnl, spocinl .:md 
maintenance s>)rvicon o.t. the ::>ignnl Corps laboratories, quito 
a munbcr of othorn wcru employed as civilian guards o.t thcsu 
establishments ond o.t othor milit3.ry inatallations. 

In July, tho Asbury Park U, S • .i::... S. officos of tho \far 
hhnpoHcr Commission roportod job-placements in tho indus
tries of the aroa nvoro.ging o.bout 550 p0r month. Of this 
number, iJ.11. estimated 150 to 175 Yrcrc Negro rrorkors. 
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oo.TIMA.TES OF POPULA'l'ICH :CUGit1£.tlSbS SI.HCl~ 1941: 

di th no reliable and accurate tabulation of popula
tion :..tatistics available until the next U, s. Cenims, repre
sentatives of this Commission, engaged upon this ~>urvey, 
discovered a wide disagreement and e1ctreme varia.tions in 
the local estimates of-the present Hegro population ::;f 
Asbury Park. 

Neither the City Clerk's office of Asbury Park nor 
the Asbury Park Chamber of Commerce v1ould attempt an es
timate. However, various other, u..riofficial sources offered 
est.imates which rangGd from claims of increases over the 
19 40 population to a pres1..mt total of 6240 to claims o:f 
decreases from the 1940 population to a present total of 
3499. ' 

Figures compiled by an unO.eterrnincd source but given 
wide publicity tlu·ough the Asbury ?a.rk Daily l'r<::ss of Sopt. 
10, 1944, claimed the following populations and p0rc0ntagcs 
of increase for the following col!'.inu:uitics of th0 area.: 

1942 194h -4 lncrGasc io 

Asbury J:>ark 18,ooo 26,000 44.4 
Neptune 8,ooo s,ooo l!onc 
Allenhurst 1,500 3,000 100 
.Jcal 2,445 l,42J . -!J..8 
Bradley Bea.ch 3,500 h,5oo 2i3.5 
.Avon 3,500 b.,ooo lh.2 

Some.; took t.iK: 24.o p-.;rc8nt of" ·0hu -t,otal popu1::J.ti()n 
which composed thi..: N,_,gr.o population in 191.10 and proj\.:cted 
·this pcrcuntago against the ostimatud 26,000 in the abov0 
table to obtain a figuro of 6240 whieh they of f'cred as an 
estimate of ·t.hc pr!;;sont Negro J:)Opul.3.tion. 

Othors w·oro inclirn~d to r,,pply tho above lJorc0ntagC; of 
incroasc against tho 19 l+O Negro population to acc,..;pt an 
:..:stimat0 of' 5073 ar; "\:.ho presunt total ikgro popul:.:~tion. 

ll'iany oth0rs ac<.;cptod the .i~sbury Park's Cha.mbl!r uf 
Commerce estimate of 20, 000 for the tut<..~.1 pop J.lation of 
Asbury f'ark; and projected tho 2l+% to obtain an ci::;timatc of' 
4800 vrhich was of i'crc:d us th:.::. pruscnt tottl Nwgro popuJ.a.
tion of Asbury Pn.rk. 
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Bnumerators engaged upon this Survey, working inde
pendently upon two different methods,obtained estimates 
that varied only slightly. One method produced an estimate 
of 4377 as the present Negro population of Asbury Park; and 
the second method obtained an estimate of 1+323. 

The methods employed by ·che enumerators of this Survey 
were (a) obtaining true samples from typical blocks of the 
residential sections where the Negro population predominated 
and (b) an occupational census to determine where, how many 
and in what capacities the l~egro population was employed. 

In tho first method, our enumerators visited 368 
dwelling units housing a reported, estimated 1376 of tho 
Negro population. Tho dwelling illlits visited and their 
distribution according to location were: 

53 on Atkins Avenue from tho Neptune lino, North 
to iviattison Avenue. 

39 on Sylvan Avenue from tho lfoptunc lino, North 
to foattison 1-1.vcnuc. 

69 on Borden Avenue from the Nuptm1c line, North 
to iv1attison Avenue. 

22 on Union Avwnue f:com Spring-wood Avenue to tho 
Atkins A v .. :muo inter suction. 

75 on J:.:1attison Avenue, ulost from Prospect i~vcnuo 
to iload ~nd, \fost of Doifitt AVonuo. 

110 on Springvrood Av'-,nuo from Lincoln Placo, dost 
to .ttidgc Avenue. 

Of tho 1376 parsons reported roLliding in tho 368 
dwelling units, about 31.6/b of the tot.al dwelling units 
available and occupied by thu 1Jogro population, 27 5 or about 
201; were reported to have moved into Asbury Park since 
1941. 

Accepting and projocting tho p0rcontagos obtained from 
an analysis of findings from those sumplus against the known 
totals, our enumerators obtained a total of 864 as tho es
timate of the munbor of now-comers to Asbury since 19hl. 

Adding this ustimato of 864 to the 3513 lmovm Hc.:gro 
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population of 19 40 resulted in a total of li37? which ·we ac
cept and offer as our estimate of the present Negro popu
lation of Asbury ~ark. 

This estimate of 4377 varies onl;r slightly from the 
figure of 43 23 which was obtained through our i;1iethod 11b 11 , 

the occupational census. 

Additional support of the accuracy of our estimates 
was obtained by a verification of one of the results of the 
family analysis of the new-comers as recorded in question
naires our enumerators filled 1vhenever a migrant was re
ported. Gur questionnaires revealed that 9.4% of the fami
lies wore composed of 4 persons and 10.176 consistod of 5 
p0rsons. The I"rincipal of the Bangs Avenue South public 
school confirmed our Gstimate of the number of children of 
climontary school ago by reporting from his records that 
125 transfC;rs, ropresonting about 75 fanilics had bo~n 
admitted to the Asbury Park school system. 

Tho occupational census produced the follovving sta
tistical data: 

Jn tho Arn1ocl Sorvicos •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
i:.:nnloyod :l.n c,11~-yuar-round hotuls, domo:::;tic SL;rvicc 

and ot:";,.., sol.!i-sk:Lllod and unskilled commercial 
SOl"'"~rir~i,_'JS •••••••••••••• 0. (' ....................... . 

EmployC;rJ and .Solf-i:mployod ( inc-'.uding insurance 
c:,r;cnt:;_, commission salcsnK11,, wuc;icians, ontor
t.1:J.it::.c::_··0 and trod-oporator~) ~ Q. :i ••••••••••••••• •• 

l'rofo[isional Groups ::md Skilled Trndesnon ( includ
in:; m~nisturs, toachurs, . p~iys:Lc:Lans ~ duntists, 
cl.r·ur:;g:Lsts, lci.'.'i,y-crs_, mortJ.CJ.C'.ns, social ~Tor:-::..,rs, 
bco.uticinns? C<L:--·Lc:".'s, tailors m1d comrrtcrcicl 
a rt.~. :.flj s •. ! • ) ~ 0 -, 1' (' • (!o •••• ; ••• ·' .... f' • "'l • " • I) • f' •••• e g •••• 

En1plo;/c..:1 l y Cj td-·:: :···~c 1.::1.-rC:\r o.:1cl .Jt:~·~+.,,;. \~ "'::-,, 1.1.,. .. ~ o ••• ~ •••• 

In Zssont~~.o.l I1~ui:::;·:,:C'y 2.rnl z,~clccc:cl Agencies •• , ~ 0 •• ,. 

~Jot .Gmploycd or -~~ngo.:~Gd in Ovrn I-Iomc:vwrk ••••••• ~ •• ~. 
f.::;rsons 14 yrs old and OVGr :i.11 Schools ••••••••••••• 

'i'OTAL .............................................. 

311 

2127 

239 

142 
105 
563 
694 
21~2 

L..323 
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ASBURY PARK FAIVilLIES ACCOH.:JING TO SIZE 

No. in Family Per Cent of 'I'otal 

2 
3 
4 s 
6 
7 
8 

10 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

AV.i:!,;B.AGB FAivJILY INCOMES 
= 

Lowest Level Average ••••••••••••••••• ~p600 
Aver age • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~?1660 
Highest Level Average ••••••••••••• • • ~~2160 

(Professional Groups And Self-Employed Excluded) 

I<JST-HAB. RESI.LJ.u;NTliL Ai'JTICIPATIONS OF 275 NEH-COii.iE1tS 

Decided to remain in Asbury Park ••••• 58.8% 
Undecided ••••••••••• <· .. ., ••• , , ~ ••••••• • 26.4% 
Will return to origina:i. homes •••••• •• 11. 2 
Avrai·0ing return of hus'f:)and in 

Ser·:ice, undecided about fr.tu.re c ... .- 4.6% 

-------
N11mbor ex:pressi:1g desire ancJ financial 

c..b:5.li ty +;,o pl:r ::hase a hornr:l ~ ••• ~ ,, • • .. • 3G. 6;6 
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WHERE 4377 NEGH.O RESID:2;NTS LIVE: 

Accepting our estimate of 4377 as the present Negro 
population of Asbury Park, our enumerators observed that 
the entire Negro population lived in an area bounded by 
the Neptune Tovmship line on the South; Springdale Avenue 
in the West; Bangs Avenue1 Summerfield Avenue and Wash
ington Avenue on tho North; Prospect Avenue, Langford 
Street and the Railroad in tho East. 

A liberal interspersion of Hhite residents through.;. 
out nearly all the blocks of this section saves tho area 
from being strictly labeled a "circumscribed, segregated 
Negro section". 

However, the prevailing pattern of the "circumscribed, 
scgrogatod Negro section" exists to the extent that this 
area is the only one in tho entire city of Asbury ?ark in 
1~D.ch Negroes have been able to rent or purchase ~omes. 

dhito residents move from the area as their economic 
status and standard of living improve. On tho contrary, 
8Vcry known attempt of Negro residents to rent or purchase 
::nmes elsewhere than within this area has mot frustro.t:!.on 
1rd failure. 

The cntiru area, locally knovm as 11Tho Wost Side 11 , 

h~s very obvious, physical characteristics of a neglocted 
area of deteriorating properties. Uncomf ortablo congestion 
in addition to an, apparently, o.ppn.lling laxity in cnforcc
mont of building :ind sanitation codes arc easily discernible. 

Asbury Park's 11 t:Tost Side", wherein tho Negro popula
tion predominates, may be considered a molting pot contain
ing widespread vari.:i.tions of conflicting culturos, economic 
levels and degrees of rcspoctibility ••• a. semi-slum Ghetto 
from which tho most discrimj.nating Negro citizo11., irrcspoc
ti ve of mc~ns, education or character, has found no escape. 

lviodorn homos of the bettor cla::;s groups of the higher 
economic levels, representing inv0stmcnts of several thou
sands dollars must be: built in tho ::i.roo. -;rhcrc neighbors on 
either or both sides mo.y be irrooponsiblc citizens without 
civic pride, living in discraccful sho.cks of thu v10rst 
slum type. 
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HEALTH TH&11.TS T:J£BM Ai:ilD UNS.ANITATION: 

A serious health mono.nee results from this incongruous 
housing po.ttorn. Ono of the city's most respected and civic
mindod lkgro residents, ·Co.king o. merited pride in his vrcll
kopt lavm and garden surrounding his beautiful and modern 
homo; has at his immediate roar an irresponsible, ·derelict 
neighbor living in a dilapidntod house Yri th bncl<:-porch, 
sanitation facilities. Usually, the plumbing ifl faulty or 
inferior, resulting in leaking vrhich .i'rcozos and bursts 
in cold ...-voathor. 

'dhile one citizen keeps his garbage in covured dopo
si tory, the other just throvrs hts gnrbc.gc out of the back 
door o.gainst his n0ighbor' s woll-kvpt b.Jdgo until o.n accumu
lation of refuge in thu toll, uncut, rat-infost,cd ·woods has 
created a dango:cous throat to tho honlth of tho ontiro neigh
borhood. 

Another of the city's riJputed vroCc..ltlU.ust l~\.Jgro citizens 
must live in close proximity to a ground-floor, fish doo.lor 
whoso a.ccwnulo.tcd piles of smulling g-1.rb.:::i.ge ho.s been knonn 
to nauseate tho ontirc block •. 

hultiply Guch situations a fm-r times ::md tho infc.nt 
ncrta.lity ro,to of 59 ~5 per 1000 o..mong the Nvgro populo..tion 
~'..'.'<':~nst 31.4 per 1000 for thu White populr:tion is co.silior 
1..~rd-:;rstood. 

Such conditions o..lso pn.rtially oxplo..ins the tuburcu
losis recto of 185.5 per 100,000 0,mong tho Negro populc-1..tion 
ngninst 35.6 per 100,000 for tho dh.itc populcction. 

Corresponding mo,tcrno.l mortality ro.tcs arc 4.1 for tho 
lfogro populo,tion .:\.gri,inst 1.9 for tho \Jhito popul0,tion. 

According to n pr,;:vious, officinl conclusion of tho 
Asbury Pnrk Housing Authority, "housing o.vailo.blo to Negro 
residents of Asbury Fo.rk is bJ.roly sufficient to acco1:1odo.to 
the city1 s Negro populo.tion even though tho unlit dvrclling 
units nro occupied. 11 

This same ,..,rcn, ·.d:th no net gnins in dwelling units 
since 1941, has becri compelled to o.bsorp an nddition0,l 
864 n::;w-cornors Trho ho,v .. ; moved into tho city since 1941. 
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75 ACRES OF LIVING SPACE VS 120 AC&:.:$ 01<' PAHKS: 

Doubling-up of two or more families in a single dwell
ing unit has long since passed the danger point in Asbury 
Park's "West Side". h.ieasured by the American standard of .67 
persons per room as essential for decent living, 85% of the 
Negro dwellings of Asbury Parl~' s "West Side 11 have an index 
between .75 and 2.5 or more persons per room. 

\rv'hile no statistics on light and air in dwellings were 
available, the most casual inspection will verify tho con
clusion that a serious deficiency is common-place in too 
many of tho dwelling units occupied by the Negro population 
of Asbury Park's nnest Side. 11 

A concentration of adjacent, multi-family dwellings 
and the prevalent construction of several, smaller houses 
on lots that were normally intended for one house, have, 
without question, resulted in many dark and badly ventilated 
rooms. 

These small houses that are observed in the roar of 
many !![Jost Side" homos were originally constructed as summer 
cottages to house paying guest during the vacation season. 
Many, constructnd nithout adequate provisions for heating, 
wore novor intended for all-year-round occupancy. However, 
r;j th tho Gf;poci.:i.lly, o.cuto shortage of available dwelling 
ur:H,s of standard quality, those surrunor cottages have bocomo 
homoc for m;::.ny of tho n0Yl-com0rs. 

Population dcnsi ty of tho aro::'. rras charted according 
to enumcro.tor districts in 1940. Po.rt of tho lliJcst Sido 11 area 
·was in one district tho.t rccordGd o. population density of 
11 41 - 50" per aero. Tho remaining section of tho 11°\fost Sidon 
vm.s in o. district Trhcrc tho populo:tion density rogist0rod 
11ovor 50 n por ncro. 

Nothing has b._;i..;n done since to o.llovio.to this populo.
tion dcrn.iity. Hathor, conditions in tho sruno arco. h.o.ve: bo .... m 
greatly aggro.vo.tcd by the o.bsorption of 864 addition2.l 
noYr-comi)rs to Asbury Po.rl<:' s 11ffo::>t Sidc_;n since 191.il. 

ci11ilc no accuro;tc figures ncrc av:1ilo.blc, our cnu.rn.c• 
rc.tor3 ventured on cstim::i..tc tho.t 43?? N•.:s;ro populo.tion of 
Aobury Po.rk reside in an c.rca th.:i.t ··,·rould not c:wood 75 acros. 

75 ncros in nhich h377 persons must live - but the 
city providos 5 pci.rks nith a tokcl of 120 ctcres in ·which 
tho populc.tion mo..y plo.y .::end sock rocroo.tion. 
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TWO ASP:BCTS TO BE RECOGNIZBD IN FUTUR:& PLANNING: 

An analysis of the statistical data compiled in the 
preceding pages and a common knowledge shared by eil the 
residents of Asbury Park's "West Side 11 , leave roorr.. for little 
disagreement with the conclusion that improved housing ac
comodations are urgently needed for the expanding Negro 
population of Asbury Park. · 

The UB.BAN COLOI?ED ?OPULA.TION COMiviISSION of The State 
of New Jersey, in publishing the findings of this Survey, 
hopes to focus the wide variety of opinion as to the extent 
of the need upon a conclusion that t~e housing conditions of 
the Negro population of Asbury Park occupy tho extreme, low 
position in the local housing scale; and should conaequently 
be the first beneficiaries of any possible progrrun during 
the war period; o:: certainly, of the earliest CX'.i.Janded or 
new construction program permitted in the pos.t-war era. 

li'ortunately, the housing problem is an adjustable 
situation - one that not only permits but demands decisive 
action. In considering possible progra~s to improve housing 
for the Negro population of Asbury Park, Tho UiIB.AN COLORED 
POPULATION COJiU'.JlSSION hopes that tho City Planners will 
recognize tho existence of two aspects of primary importo.nce: 

(a) Need of public~y-subsidized housing developed 
undor the program of the local Housing Authority with FPHA 
assistance for tho low-income groups, and 

(b) Construction of homos by private dovolopern, 
financial institutions and construction fir.yis under the H-2 
progrrun of tho FHA to permit prospective homn-ovvnors of the 
upper and highest income-bracket groups of the Negro popula
tion to purchase standard, modern o.nd desirable property. 

The UrtBAN COLORED POPUU.TION CObliJISSION also expresses 
tho hopo that Director Charles G. Lmnloy and tho members of 
the Asbury fark Housing Au·bhority ,-n.11 continue to vigor
ously press its application, already filed on June 9, 1944, 
to the FPHA for financial assistance to construct the pro
posed loYir-rcnt housing proj uct ( N. J. 7-3) which ,is designed 
to provide an additional 150 dwelling units for Negro oc
cupo.ncy on Asbury Park's 11Wost Side"• 
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HOUSING PROBLEM T~ KEY TO MANY URBAN PH.OBLEMS: 

The housing problem has been knovm to be the Key to 
many other urban problems. Unquestionably, distressing 
housing conditions have been established as a contributing, 
environmental factor upon m:my habits of citizens who live 
in slum areas, resulting in serious and, often, irrepair
able, social maladjustments. 

Statistics from typical slum areas of municipal com
munities have revealed that every 2.5% of the population 
that resides in shuns are responsible for: 

6.5/o of the City's Police Department Ex.pense 
7.3% of the City's Social Service Appropriation 

14.4% of the Operational Cost of the Fire Department 
21.37~ of the City• s Crime and Deliquency 

In Asbury Park, where the Negro population is slightly 
less than 25% of the total population, and with 9.5~6 of the 
Negro population residing within a blighted, deteriorating 
area. - tho cost of' slums, by tho above, accoptcd stntistics, 
should certainly be considered a ruinous liability, and a 
most prohibitive threat to the City's solvency. 

Ag.::.in - as in tho case of the Asbury Park Village," 
financio.l returns to the City's ·rrcasury which The Federal 
Government pays in lieu of taxes, exceeds the D.L1ount of 
revenue which the city received from taxation upon proper
ties located in slum arcns. 

- - And, more important, slmn's greatest evil, stunt
ing the devcolpmunt of young citizens, will be repressed. 

Data assembled by socio-economists support tho conclu
sion that juveniles arc affected more directly by the in
flucnco of blj_ghted areas than adults. Often, tho motivnt
ing factors of adult behavior a.re too complex to trace or 
measure its direct relations to onvirorunent. 

lt"'ortunntcly, how(;vor - 3.nd of greater significance, 
is tho conconsus of export opinion that when 100 per cont 
of those who li vc in uncornf ortablc slum ureas arc rehoused 
in mod0rn o.nd s~a.ndo.rd housing; only o..bout 10 per cont or 
loss rota.in their old social ho.bits, and appear incapable 
of social- rehabilitation, while above 90 per cont respond, 
in varying but encouraging degrees, to the now environment. 
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Very few, if any, indexes of the social responsibility 
a..Yld econord.c status of a cornmuni ty' s population reflect the 
trG.ditional character of the United States as a prosperous, 
democratic nation Jl,Jre vividly them the standard of' its 
housing and the nuaiber of home-ownerf;. 

In 19L~o, of the 994 dwelling un.its occuried by the 
Negro population of Asbury Park's tt~\est Side", 27. 2% were 
ovm.er-occupied, according to the u. s. Census. 

In this Survey, our enurnerac0ors reported that JG.6}: of 
the 275 ne1v-c01::ers since 1941 ·who vmre inturvieYred, express
ed a financial ability and desire to purchase homes • 

.Estimating an increase of 064 in the Negro population 
since 19 41, thi~~ Survey indicates that thc:ce may 'oe 331..i. new 
prospective Ne?:;ro homc;-ovmers in Asbury Park today who ·wish 
to purchase desiratle property of standard values, and who 
possess the financial c.bili+-.y to do so, if such property 
were available. 

Due to the unprecedented oppor·C.lmity du:cing the war 
for increased family savings from high wages at continuous 
employment ii1 l+8 to 51+ hours, wcolc:l.y industrial occupations; 
plus an accumulation of Service allotRcnts a.nd ·#ar Bond 
purchases - - ·t~1e potential market among the Negro popula
tion for desirable, mocforn housing is proba.bly at its high
est level. 

Thi::.; latent, c~olden opportu:1ity appe;ars to ha.vc br;c.::n 
either negligeni.:.1:.~ unrecognized or apathetically ignored. 

567 of Nugro Population of 'rhi:LArea in Service 

Housing should possesn a high priority on tho program. 
of those concerned ·,·Jitr~ the problem of the returning veter
ans. A total of 567 Sorvicemon wcm:~ induct0d from this area. 
Upon return to ;-::ivilian life, these vctcre.n:: 1.''1ill be eligi
ble under tho 11G. I. Bill of B.ignts 11 for loans for tho pm'
posc of purchasin2~ homes. Inductions frora tltls area vrcrc: 

Sclecti vo ,Service i3oard Inductnxl. 

No. 5 (Asbury Park) 299 
No. 6 (lfoptunc T1np.,BGlmar) 240 

Volunt8crs 

12 
16 

Total 
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H-2 PROGRAM OF FHA APPEARS AS LOGICAL AND BES'I' PLH.H: 

A recent statement, released by Dr. Booker T. McGraw, 
principal housing analyst in the office of J olm B. Bland
ford, Jr., Administrator of the Naticnal Housing Agency, 
gives the follo1'V-:i.ng information: 

11Negro far:tilies, along with other families living 
under over-congested housing conditions, may gain 
some measure of relief by taking advantage of H-2 
housing priorities recently proi~ra.mmed ]n various 
localities throughout the nation for housinf:S deve
lopment through private finance. 

11ln some localities where it appeared that the 
units vvould be quickly constructed, a portion of the 
priorities programmed. has been specifically reserved 
to accomodate Negroes. In all ot1J.er localities, the 
entire H-2 ci:uota of pri vato priori ties prograrnmed 
are open to any eligible applicant vri thout regard 
to race, inrnigrancy status, or war employment. 

As tho applications filed for priorities in oach 
locality ai~e being considered by the FHA in ·che 
ord0r of receipt, private builders who are prepared 
to construct homes, as vrell as individuals who are 
financially pr0pared to build a home should file 
application at once before all H-2 :1ousing prior-
i ties have been taken up in their J.::icality.n 

Seeking addi tiona1 :Lnformacion ro:.;arding the avail
ability of H-2 priorities unde:;r the FHA program, represen
tives of The lJill3JJJ CO.LOltB.J POPULATIOIJ GOlillITSSIOH interview
ed lvlr. Warren Lockwood) State D:i..rcctor of the Federal 
Housing Adr.j.n:i..stro.tion of I.Jew Jersey. 

A statement, sccurvl froi~; Mr. Lockwood, fellows: 

11It is very difficult to e:;:L ve you figures of ti1e 
total number of mortza[>';s that have been insw:cd 
during the past tcr:. yoo.rs in which l'J egro 07rnors 
have be•.m the mortgagors. Our records are not kept 
separat\:ly according to l'&.ce, color or cr1Jc:d. If I 
wcro to attempt a reasonable g~ioss as ·L:,o the number, 
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it would be lamentably small, probably not more 
than 200 scattered widely throughout the sta:tt: and 
prior to the war practically none representing 
newly construeted homes. 

"During the war, priori ties have been available 
in the Northern New <Tersey iiletropolitan area taking 
in Newark, Kearny and J:iaizabeth a.ncl all of the area 
vrithin easy cormnuting distance of t1:1ese centers. 
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11 We have had an allotment of 7) units for colored, 
and after many months, 15 m1its remain uncalled for. 11 

M1~. Lockwood told representati ve}3 of The URBAN COL-
011.ii) POPULA'i'IOi<J COLi:iISSION that tl1e New Jersey office of 
the FHA had on July 9, 1945 (the date of our interview) 
priorities for 170 units available, ::.;pecificly, for con
struction of homes intemkJd for i'J~gro o:::.:cupancy. These 
priorities, however, were allocated for areas in North 
New JGrsey, in •,1hich Asbury Park ancl vicinity v-rere not 
included. 

Th8 State }1.ciJninistrator, hovmver, made the following 
additions to his colllinents: 

111 can assure you that all tliis time vre iu the 
Federal Housing Ad..11inistration have been quite 
vrilling to insure r;10rtgages on nevrly constructed 
homes to be built for colored people and I, person
ally, have spent l1ours in conf'erc;.1ce with those who 
have from time to ·(,jJno shovm interest in atterapting 
to create new housing units of this type undGr the 
roquirome:nt::; c::.nd stcu1darcls oi' the ~far Production 
Board and the National Housing Agency. 

111 should like to tak(3 a further morncmt to make 
clear that Federal Housing Administration has stoutly 
maintained tl1at nothing wor·l:,hwh:Llc can be; done by 
those who do not look retlistically upon wliat vrill 
meet the needs of ·chc average homo owner or rontor 
among the colored people. We havo bocm ready at o.11 
times and aro ready nuvJ to do all that wc: can to en
courngo tho building of f::Lvo-room uni ts ·co sell at 
05000 or to ront ac not 111orG them :,pl+O pur 111onth. H 
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From the NationaJ. Ai3sociation of Home Builders, 
representatives of The UrmAN COLOlli~.:J PCFUl.ArION COML:IS
SION vmre able to obtain the following, additional infor
mation regarding the H-2 Program of Lie FBA• 

"Construction of moro tll<.:::1 100,000 housing 
units was appr('V8d by the National llousi;:g Agency 
in the first h'"l.f o.f 191.J.5 lillder the H-2 Program. 

"It is expected that from 2?5,ooo and 300,000 
housing priorities 'vill b<-">. allotted this year. 

"NH.A began its H-2 housing program. w:Lth the 
issuance of 8. few home priori tiGs last Fall, and 
has since gradually increased the rn1mbor of allott
rnents to areas of critical shortage. 

11Such dwelling are li1.J.ited to a selling cost 
of irP8000, or a ~65 mont.hlf rental, but are not 
restricted to servicemen, }var votero.ns or war
Trorkers, as in other cases: of nev"l home construc
tion. n 

From th0 palpable facts disclo~>ed in our Survey of 
the living conditions among the Negro popuJ.a.tion of Asbu.ry 
Park's "West Side"; and from the oxpla.n.ations and informa
tion we have obtained from authorities concerning the H-2 
Program of the FHA., The Uli.BAN GOI,ORGJJ fOPULA'I'lON COMlvl.1SSION 
of the STATE OF NE} JB.H.SEY concludes that a move by inter
ested citizens of Asbury Fark to obtain a H-2 Program for 
the Asbu:i.7 Park area is the most logic.?.l and best approach 
towards the achievement oi.' the St~cond important asp8ct to 
be considered in future planning of better housing for the 
Negro population of the area.. 

All of till-; information contained in this report of 
our observation:::; and inou.irL.:s is off'0rcd for it~> obvious 
value as proof of the erlstencc;; oi' an a.cute .JJ.td Gritical 
need of housing in Asbury 2c;.rk for the Negro population 
vihich may be relieved by a H-2 Program of the FHA. 
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CO-OPBRA.TION AND MOTIVES OF THIS COlvfaITSSION: 

Local authorities having the responsibility to plan 
for improved living conditions for the •::!itizen.ry of their 
communities; or responsible private enterprise, having a 
civic interest in improving corrJD.u_rtlty housing conditions; 
may call upon The U3.BAN COLORl.rn POPULA.TlON COMMISSION and 
its facilities for any further assista.YJ.ce this AGENCY may 
officially render 1.ll1d9r its legi2.lative authori·t.y 11to · 

imprcve the econoirj_c, cultural, health and 
living conditions of the urban, colo1•ed popu
lation of this State. 11 

This i·eport of our obser.vati·:ms and inquiries is pub
lished with no intentions to usurp or supersede the fu.'1.c
tions of any organi?.ed age~1cy conce-rned 'With local housing 
conditions. 

Rather, vre have been enthusia;:;tically encouragou and 
inspired by our realization of an 01)portuni ty at hand to 
fulfill the longing for r;1oder;1 housing by a segment of our 
citizenry so long deprived of adequate shelter essential 
for decent living. 

Again - and oven more i1r:portant - we have been 
actuated and inspired in this Survey by visions of three 
incalculable md important ben0ficial adva•1tages vre 
believed inherent ::...G this situation: 

(a) GOOD HOliES NILL INSURE WHOUSOl'il:E Fil.Mll..Y 
ENVIHONlvllilJT - CHECK FALILY DIS-OR.GANIL:i.\.TION 
AN.J CUEIB ,JUV.nJII£ DBLIQU1%ICY. 

(b) GOOD HOLISS AiTE PROJ)UGTIVB OF A NEW G.2;NERATION 
OF GOOD GITIZENS. 

( c) HOlv.LG-mmEHSHIP AND TI-ill HESPONSIBILITIBS OF 
HOlvllo,-(},ilJ~.:,lISHIP Al-IB BT:c:;Ps IN TH.i.'.: . PHCGi~J1SSIVE 
INT};;llGtJiTIO:~·I OF TH.:: U.1:iliAN, COLOrIB.J ClrIZEN 
INTO FULL, Ai,2,3.ICAlf, .OEl'vlOCH.11.'l'IC LIFE IN TEIS 
STATE A1W "I':HS NATION. 

- - - - - ~ - - ~ - - - - - xxx - ~ - - - - - - - - ~ ~ -
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The Ul:l.BA:'T COLOH.Ei) POPULATION CQli.i1J'.;ISSION of the ST1-1.TE 
OF NEW Nl£:'N J.GB.S .. "'Y •visheB to "..hank the several hundred cit
izens of Asbury Park and many others for laying'· aside do
mestic and other inportMt. duties to co-operate vrith our 
staff associates in provlding mucp of the information from 
which this Repo1·t wa;~ compiJ.ed. · 

Among others, ;·re alsl ·.r.i..sh to e1'--press grateful appre-
ciation to the following whose d:, , ::..en .. ~ -~ ·,:'r servioes 
proved most helpful: 

darren Lockvvood, State :director 
Federal Housing Aclrn.inistrai:,ion 
N evvarlc, .N. J. 

Booker T. McC±raw, Ilo.1s.'..n::~ Ana .. L;rst, 
National Hol.lsing Agency 
'ifasl1ingtcm., D. c. 

Frank ~-;. Ho!'ne, Ha:::c~ Helations Advisor 
l"edor:.t.l Pt,i.~)lic Housing Adr,inistration 
W2.shinp:0:m, J. c. 

Clarence J ohnsc>l ., Administrati vc Ass 1 t. 
l"ecle:::al :Public hmwing Adrnini ·"t1·nt:i.011 
1-Je;;r York Ci\r 

~~· J • Goldman, Pre:3ident. 
::'.:1'F'.. J. Goldman Construction Company 

·.'. 4'renton, N. ,J. 
)::-'" 

:~d.st:> Lary E. VacGa:ro, 
Asbury Park, N. J. 

City Clerk 

Frank Savage, SeGretary 
Chamber of CuinnK:!'.'c:.· 
Asbury Park, N •.• 

Hylanci Moore, Pr~i..ncipal 
Bari.gs A venue South Public School 
Asbu17 Pc:-irk, :tr. J, 

B. H. Obe:::-t, ifodth Officer 
Departmeut of' ifoal th 
Asbury PD.rk, N. .T. 
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Charles G. Lmnley, Director 
Asbury Parle Housing Authority 
A3bury Park, N. J. 

C. JJ. B.ankin, Director 
-ifor h1a;,.mwrer Commission 
Asbury Park, N. J. 

Selective Sc-rvice Boa".'d, ;;o. 5 
Asbury Park, N. J. 

Harry J • Lewis, Chairman 
Selective Sm 'I. ·~co ;;02,rd, Nu. 6 
Belmar, 11. J. 

Glenn Hine;, .Jirc0tor 
Nest Si(lc Communi tv (;enter 
Asbury Park, N. J. 
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Mrs. F. Leon Harris, Pros. 
'i'hc "/omen 1 s Club 
AshurJ Park, U •. J. 

L!-wid Farber, ?ersonnol Manager 
Unoxcollod M.::i.nufacturing Co., Inc. 
Cranbury, N. J. 

i-t. J(arasic 
Atlantic Sportswclr lv.ct:g. Co. 
A~ibury :eark, IT. ,J. 

T. L. Benncc:tt, Pcrsonnol J:tcproscntativo 
Thos. A. EJ.ison, Inc. 
Asbury Park, N. J. 

J. c-. Byron, Personnel Director 
Dondix Av·iation Corpor.;:,.tion 
ri.ed B:.:t:1k, H. J. 

Arthur P. P.:ilite, Owner-Director 
B.oal ~state And &nployment Agency 
Asbury Park, iJ. J. 
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