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‘Thinking at 1,000 miles per hour’, the 
227th Air Support Operations Squadron 
completed a week of grueling training at 
Fort Drum, N.Y., Aug 24.

The 227th is an Air National Guard unit 
assigned to the 177th Fighter Wing, Atlan-
tic City, N.J., and is tasked with providing 
direct support for the New Jersey Army 
National Guard’s 50th Infantry Brigade 
Combat Team and Pennsylvania National 
Guard’s 2-28th Brigade Combat Team.

“As an ASOS unit, we work with the 

said Lt. Col. Albert Danza, commander 
of the 227th. “On the ground, you have to 
think at 1,000 miles per hour, because the 

Joint Terminal Attack Controllers 
(JTACs), and support personnel attended 
the weeklong training, which helped to 

sharpen their skills. JTACs personnel are 

from a forward position, directs the action 
of combat aircraft engaged in close air sup-
port and other offensive air operations.

The training consisted of calling in air 
strikes, small unit tactics, drop zone coor-

-
sualty care.

They got the opportunity to train with 

active duty and National Guard aircraft, as 
well as Soldiers from the 50th IBCT.

 “I feel very strongly that we are a 

-
enced JTAC’s. “The things we do; the 
capabilities that we bring to the fight 

are key - and these rigors we encounter 
in training help us to have a successful 

“When you’re in the cockpit, you’re 

point of view. “Seeing things from the 
ground is an eye-opener having been a pi-
lot. I can better relate to what the pilots 

Danza. “Trusting your training; thinking 

‘Thi ki 1 000 il h ’ h h h i kill JTAC l i d d N i l G d i f
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Photos by Staff Sgt. Armando Vasquez, DMAVA/PA

MEDAL CEREMONY AT BERGEN TOWN CENTER

MORE PHOTOS CAN BE VIEWED AT OUR 

FACEBOOK PAGE: MEDAL CEREMONY

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.513226048694248.136551.245085018841687&type=3
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Courtesy photo by Alan Barclay

South Jersey’s Version of ‘Crop Circles’
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of the Department of Defense, the Army, the Air Force, the National 

340, Trenton NJ 08625-0340. e-mail at pao@njdmava.state.nj.us.

New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs

Sept. 29-30.

Ride with 7,000 cyclists of all ages and cycling abilities for the 
challenge of your choice with several route options from a one day, 25 

-
rience the serene beauty of the Pine Barrens, and listen to the waves as 
you roll into historic Ocean City.

This ride is fully supported with catered rest stops, bike support, 
and transportation. Invite your family and friends to cheer as you cross 

-

DMAVA bike team looking for riders
matched by the difference you’ll be making in the lives of people 

their website at www.mscycling.org.
william.mc-

bride@njdmava.state.nj.us or bill.mcbride1@us.army.mil, or 609-
530-7136 to learn more or to join the team. 

http://www.mscycling.org
mailto:william.mcbride@njdmava.state.nj.us
mailto:william.mcbride@njdmava.state.nj.us
mailto:bill.mcbride1@us.army.mil

