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State of New Jersey,

Department of Public Instruction,

Newark, January 15, 1861.

To his Excellency Charles S. Olden, Governor of New Jer-

sey

:

Sir :—I have the honor, herewith, to deliver to you the an-

nual report upon the condition of the Public Schools of the

State, which I am required by law to make to the Legisla-

ture.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

F. W. IIICORD,

State Superintendent of Public Schools.





REPORT.

To the Senate and General Ass^emhly of the State of Kew
Jersey

:

In obedience to tlie requirements of the law, I Lave the

honor to present to you " a written report, containing a state-

ment of the condition of the public schools throughout the

State," with other matters to which I deem it important to

call your attention ; and, in so doing, it will not be out of

place to state, that in addition to the documentary evidence

herewith produced, I am able to testify, from personal obser-

vation, to the lively interest manifested by the people of New
Jersey in the subject of education, and especially to their

sensibility of the importance of maintaining a good system

of common schools as the surest means of preserving our free

institutions, and as the only security for public happiness.

Nevertheless, you will perceive that our public schools are

not so generally what they should be, in view of the fact that

our State is one of the oldest of the confederacy, and that

she can, moreover, point to so many of her sons among those

whose names are known and dear, all over the world, to the

christian, the patriot, and the scholar.

We are not, however, so very far behind our sister States

in educational affairs, if we take into consideration the fact

that some of our institutions of learning are amons: the most

venerable and most distinguished of our country ; if we also

bear in mind that we have at our Capital a school maintained

from the public treasury for the preparation of teachers,



which is everywhere admitted to hold a most enviable position

among similar institutions of the land ; if we remember, too,

that in most of our larger towns the public schools are said

to afford advantages eijual, if not superior to any other schools

whatever. IJut however favorable may be our position, or

however great may be our advantages, we have not yet ar-

rived at that point, nor shall we, perhaps, ever reach it, when

no defects can be found in our system of education, when no

fault can be discovered in its workings, when no neglect of

duty can be charged upon our school officers, when every-

thing shall move on like a piece of polished mechanism.

—

Such a condition is certainly desirable; and if it be not abso-

lutely attainable, the aim to approximate to it is no less the

duty of those to whom such great interests are intrusted.

In order that I might be able to act intelligently in my
oflficial capacity, I have during the past year inquired some-

what minutely into the condition of our educational affairs,

and perhaps may have rendered myself somewhat annoying

school officers by means of my numerous questions and

circulars ; but it gives me great pleasure to say that I have,

in every instance, been treated with the greatest courtesy,

and that the utmost willingness has been exhibited to put me

in possession of such facts as have seemed to me essential to

the performance of my duties with satisfaction to myself and

with advantage to the State. "What has been the result of

these inriuiries will appear in the various items of information

hereinafter given, as well as in the views which I have ex-

pressed upon the various subjects treated of in this report

;

and if it might be proper in this connection to express my
obligation to the various town superintendents and other

officers throughout the State, nothing would afford me greater

pleasure, nor could I perhaps find a better opportunity to

testify to their interest generally in the great cause in which

they are engaged.

While I regret very much to say that the reports required

by law have not been received by me from all the townships



in the State, I am glad to believe that in some instances the

fault is not on the part of the officers whose duty it has been

to transmit them. Those townships from which I liavc not

heard, are indicated by an asterisk in the statistical tables

herewith presented. It will be perceived that the number is

comparatively small ; but it will be perceived at the same

time that the reports from a great many townships are very

incomplete, for the reason chiefly that so little attention is

given to the keeping of the registers so strictly provided for

by law. In order to present as nearly as possible the condi-

tion of aifairs in each county, I have filled up, from last year's

report, the blanks which would otherwise exist in consequence

of the non-reception of the annual township reports.

The tables herewith presented show the whole number of pub-

lic schools in the State to be sixteen hundred and sixty,

and the number of children that have attended these schools

during the year to be one hundred and twenty-six thousand

three hundred and thirty-one ; while the whole number of

children between the ages of five and eighteen years is one

hundred and ninety-two thousand and seventy-five.

While it is not to be expected that every child in the State

will be constantly in attendance at school, it is to be lamented

that so large a number should be suffered to lose the advan-

tages afibrdcd for early instruction. This is a matter into

which the Legislature can with great propriety inquire, espe-

cially in view of the fact that the value and permanency of

our institutions must depend upon the moral and intellectual

culture of the people.

I beg leave to call attention to the summary of abstracts

which follows the statistical tables arranged from the reports

of the township superintendents. The information required

by law is therein very concisely given. As some of the items

demand a few words of explanation, I beg leave to introduce

them in this connection.

In the first place it will be observed that the whole num-

ber of public schools established in the Stat« is 1G60. This
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information is, of course, derived from the reports of town

officers, but I have reason to believe that the real number is

considerably greater. Some districts lying partly in one

tovmship and partly in another, fail to be properly reported,

and in some instances I am certain that no account of them

whatever is rendered.

The whole number of children between the a^es of five and

eighteen years, appears to be 192,075, which is probably

nearly correct, for as the apportionment of the State fund to

each township is in the ratio of the number of these children,

care is generally taken to ascertain it.

The number reported to have attended school during the

year is 12G,331 ; but as fourteen townships have made no

report upon this point, the number must be considerably

greater.

The average number of children in daily attendance, is re-

ported to be 53,585 ; but no great value will be placed upon

this estimate, when it is known that thirty-eight townships

have also failed to report in this particular.

The average number of months that the schools have been

kept open during the year, is 9^, which is a very slight in-

crease over the preceding year.

The average amount paid per quarter for tuition is 32.16.

It is gratifying, however, to know that free schools have been

maintained in thirty-one of the cities and townships ; in sev-

enteen no tax has been raised for their support.

The total amount of money raised and appropriated for

educational purposes during the year ending December 15,

1860, was .... ^536,882 05

Kaised by tax for the support of Schools, 353,251 06

" " for building, repairing and fur-

nishing school houses, - - 46,843 71

Received from the State, - - 87,523 17

" from other sources, - - 49,264 11

The amount received from the State was, in fact, but

$80,000, and the discrepancy between this sum and that



9

above reported, is occasioned by a want of care in separating

the amount received from the State from that received from

other sources.

As full reports have not been received from all the town-

ships in the State, it is impossible to give the exact sum ex-

pended for educational purposes during the year ; still an ap-

proximation to it may be made, as follows :

By the State for the support of the Normal

School, - - - . $10,000 00

By the State for the support of the Farnum

Preparatory School, - - - 1,200 00

By the State for the support of Public Schools, 80,000 00

Raised by tax for the support of Public Schools, 353,251 00

Raised by tax for building, repairing and fur-

nishing school houses, - - 40,843 71

Received from other sources, - - 49,204 11

§540,558 88

STATISTICS.

In order to ascertain how much reliance might be placed

upon the school statistics required by law, I addressed, on

the 24th of September last, among other questions to town

superintendents, the following : "In how many of the schools

of your township are the registers of attendance kept agree-

ably to law ?" I also asked :
" In how many schools are they

not kept ?"

While the first question was generally answere<l, the second

was not, and I have therefore been obliged to obtain the de-

sired information by comparing the number of schools in

which registers have been kept with the number of school

houses ; from which comparison I ascertain that these

registers so strictly required by law, are kept in only about

one half of the public schools. While such a result of my
enquiries must diminish very much the interest that would
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otherwise be felt in the statistical tables herewith presented, I

Lope that it will have the effect to awaken the Legislature to

the importance of a more thorough supervision of our educational

affairs.

Tiie general excuse for this neglect of duty is that no blank

forms have been prepared by the State suitable for keeping

these rcjiisters. This would be a sufficient excuse, if the law

did not distinctly declare at section three of the supplement

approved March 13, 1856, how these registers shall be kept,

and what sliall bo the different items therein entered. That

there would be great advantage in distributing printed forms

throughout the State, is very true, while, at the same time,

the difficulty attending their distribution would not be very

great ; but the want of such forms is not a good excuse for

the utter neglect of a plain requirement of the law.

It will be observed that the tables herewith submitted are

very incomplete, some townships not having reported fully,

while others have made no report whatever. In some in-

stances, reasons have been assigned for this on the part of

those upon whom this duty has devolved ; in others none
;

and I am inclined to believe that in a few, it is not due to

neglect, but to accident in the transmission of reports.

DISTRICT SCHOOL HOUSES.

I am not able to give the exact number of public sc^iool

houses in the State, in consequence of the omission on the

part of some school officers to furnish replies to my enquiries

upon this subject. While this would form an interesting item

of information, it would not add materially to the interest Of

other matters connected with it into which I have enquired,

and to which I desire to call especial attention.

Of the two hundred and five townships in the State, I

have ascertained the character of the school accommodations

of one hundred and seventy-six, in which I find that there

are 1423 school houses, making the average number of eight



11

to each township. Owing, however, to tlic fact that many
school districts are formed of portions of adjacent townships,

and that these districts, in consequence of a divided super-

intendence, are often overlooked entirely in the township

reports, I am inclined to believe that the total number of

school houses in the State does not fall far short of eighteen

hundred.

Of the 1423 school houses, concerning which I have been

able to obtain any accurate information, 1216 are owned by
the districts in which they are respectively situated : 143 are

built of stone; 119 of brick; 2 of lo^rs, and the remaininf^

1159 are frame buildings. The whole number reported to be

in good condition is 988, of which G4 were erected durin<T

the past year; 830 are furnished with suitable seats and

desks, and 593 have no other conveniences for study than

benches and forms arranged around the room ; 688 have no

provision for ventilation except doors and windows ; 513 have

no suitable privies for both sexes, and 505 are without any
other play grounds than the street.

In these statistics there is much for congratulation and
much for regret.

So far as I can ascertain, the schools already established

in the State are nearly sufficient to meet the present wants

of the people, only 70 being needed in the 176 districts from

which I have been able to obtain reports on this subject ; but

on the other hand, very many of the houses in which the§e

schools are kept, appear to be in a wretched condition, and
some, I learn, are totally unfit for educational purposes. I

regret to say that the excellent condition of a large number
of district school houses is maintained by a misuse of the

public fund intended exclusively for the payment of teachers.

The opinion is prevalent in some sections of the State that a

portion of this fund is appropriated by law to the repairs of

public school houses, and it is regularly devoted to this pur-

pose. In other sections, where the law is differently under-

stood, the miserable pittance annually required to keep the
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school house from decay cannot always be raised, and it

sometimes happens that a district has the means necessary to

employ a teacher, but no buildiijg suitable for the accommo-

dation of a scliool.

More than half of our school houses, as above shown, are

furnished witli seats and desks. This is creditable, in view

of the fact that very many of these houses were originally

provided with nothing more than the old fashioned and un-

comfortable benches and forms so well calculated to make the

school room a prison and study a punishment. It gives me
pleasure to state, that the importance of providing proper

seats for children while employed in study, is becoming more

generally felt. Suitable accommodations of this kind are not

only desirable for the comfort which they afford, but abso-

lutely essential to health. It is nothing short of cruelty to

compel a tender child to sit for hours upon a backless bench,

with a book before him ; and every one will admit that in

this way the seeds of disease and death must have been often

planted.

A subject of equal moment is Ventilation; and I regret

that mv t'n([uiries should have elicited so much proof of an

utter disregard of this matter. In nearly one half of our

district school houses, it appears that no protection whatever

has been provided against the pestilential atmosphere of a

crowded room. Before science revealed to us the change

which the air undergoes in passing through the lungs, there

might have been some excuse for negligence of this kind

;

but now witliin temples, or, at least, chapels, dedicated to

her service, that her revelations should be ignored, is posi-

tively disgraceful. It is a fact worthy of notice, that some

of our largest and best school houses have no other provision

for ventilation than doors and windows. As a matter of course,

the air of such houses, when occupied by their scores of in-

mates, soon becomes insupportable, and a door or window is

thrown open to relieve the sufferers. The welfare of the few

is sacrificed to that of the many, and the consequence is that
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the luckless children who sit by tlie open tloor or window,

with a December's blast upon their unprotected heads, go

home with a cold, and are fortunate if they escape with only

the loss of a quarter's schooling. It would require but

a trifling expense to provide the means of maintaining a

current of wholesome air through any ordinary room whatever

be its shape or location.

But the most remarkable tendency to barbarism observable

among us is in the construction, or rather non-construction,

of school house privies. While it is the duty of every parent,

before sending his children into the highway, to cover them

with suitable clothing, the obligation upon him to use every

other means in his power to guard them against vice and im-

modesty is equally binding ; but if any reliance may be placed

upon the information which I have been able to collect in regard

to the surroundings of district school houses, there is great

reason to fear that some communities are in imminent danger

of lapsing into positive heathenism. That 513 school houses

in the State of New Jersey have no suitable privies attached

to them for both sexes, is a fact calculated to startle any one

whose knowledge of human nature extends beyond the nur-

sery walls. Positively 513 pig pens, whose inmates of either

sex run grunting into the woods, the bushes and the fence

corners, learning to expose their nakedness without shame,

and to practice all manner of indecency without a blush. I

should be an unfaithful public servant were I to neglect this

opportunity to call attention to so scandalous an evil, for

w^hile legislation may not be able to suppress it, just indigna-

tion, with the finger of scorn pointed at those who tolerate it,

may.

The number of school houses without play grounds is only

eight less than the number of those without privies, and thus

the one fact accounts almost perfectly for the other. These

school houses are generally built upon the side of a highway,

at the edge of a grove or between the forks of a road, barely

enough ground being allotted to accommodate their four



14

walla. It is to be regretted that bo little importance should

be attached to the subject of providing yards and play grounds

to school houses. In rural districts such provision could be

made at no very great expense, and it seems hardly necessary

to dwell upon the advantages attending it.

BCnOOL BOOKS, MAPS, AND APPARATUS.

The results of ray enquiries on the subject of school books,

maps, and school apparatus, exhibit a lamentable disregard

of the importance of supplying the articles so indispensable

to the enjoyment of the full benefits of the school room. A
great many school districts are so poorly furnished with books

that the business of teaching is greatly embarrassed, and, in

many instances, pupils, to a greater orjlcss extent, absolutely

waste much of the time that might be employed in study.

Kor is the embarrassment less felt in those schools where

there is no want of books, but where there is such a diversity

of books on the same subject that pupils cannot be properly

classified, and their studies advantageously pursued. It

seems unjust to compel parents to purchase new books when

their children are already supplied, but in the school room it

is necessary to consult the interests of all, not of thq few,

and the cost of a small number of books is not to be com-

pared to the value of uniformity therein, which not only

favors an economical use of time in imparting instruction,

but enables the teacher to render such instructions far more

profitable. The attention of school officers cannot be too

earnestly called to this subject, and, if necessary, authority

should be given to them sufficient to guard against the evils

incident to a want of uniformity in the text books used in the

schools respectively under their charge.

In all our public schools a very prominent place is always

assigned to the study of geography, and there is eminent

propriety in this, where this branch of knowledge is rightly

taught, and all the advantages to be derived from its pursuit
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thoroughly understood and appreciated. But the common
method of imparting it, without the assistance of suitable

maps or globes, is comparatively of little service. Of what

value, for instance, is it to a child to know by heart the defi-

nitions of the words continent, ocean, river, cape, etc., or

even the names of the most remarkable cities, or the bounda-

ries of the most noted kingdoms and republics of the earth ?

This is all useful knowledge, to be sure, but its acquirement

alone is but a small portion of the benefit to be obtained from

a proper study of geography.

AVith a view to ascertain the degree of thoroughness at-

tained in study and instruction in our public schools, I have

enquired carefully into the manner in which this useful and

common branch of learning is taught, justly assuming that

the mode of imparting it must indicate to some extent what

are the benefits derived in our schools from the pursuit of

other studies. As the result of my enquiries, I find that

wherever the proper facilities are afforded, this branch of

study is not only taught intelligently, but rendered of great

service in the cultivation of the faculty of observation, and in

the development of the powers of imitation and design. In

a very large proportion of instances, however, the full advan-

tages to be derived from it, and indeed from any other study,

are not only lost, but scarcely understood ; and one reason

of this is that so many teachers are not cultivated beyond

the point necessary to be attained in order to hear a pupil

repeat the lesson as given in his book. But another diffi-

culty, and one which may be to some extent obviated, is the

want of the proper facilities for imparting instruction. It is

not sufficient that a teacher should be well instructed himself.

His attainments will be of comparatively small service to his

pupils, unless he have the means of communicating with them
fully and freely—unless he have the machinery, the tools

adapted to his purpose. Pens, ink, pencils, paper, slates,

and black boards, are indispensable in a school room, because,

in the first place, there should be no idlers within the master's



16

presence, and in the second place because his instructions

are, or shouM be, of a character to render these articles abso-

lutely necessary. An ordinary text book is, after all, a

mere compendium of suggestions, calculated at most to re-

mind the teacher of his own treasure, whence like a " house-

holder " he may "bring forth things both new and old," fo^

the benefit of those around him. To learn parrot-like every

word of a common text book is little better than sheer misuse

of time. To study is not to read, to repeat ; it is to ponder
;

it is to exercise the powers of reflection, not the faculty of

memory ; and it is through ignorance of this, or at least

through inattention to it, that so little is done in our public

schools to secure all the benefits to be derived from a judi-

cious use of the means afforded by the State. There is to me

nothing more clear than that the inefiiciency of the majority

of our public schools is due, to a very great extent, to a want

of the proper facilities for exercising the reflective and con-

structive powers of those for whose benefit such schools are

establislied. Most clearly is this to be seen in the manner

in which the study of geography is pursued. This is a branch

of learning to which the child is generally first introduced.

But what is the course usually adopted. Dry, abstract defi-

nitions, which are to his mind only a continuation of mean-

ingless sounds are committed to memory. In the words which

he is taught to repeat, he sees no relation to any thing within

the range of his own experience, and consequently, fancying

himself to be a fool, yet desirous of concealing his own sus-

picions, he asks no explanations, but on the other hand makes

bold pretensions to a generous share of wisdom. Thus he is

early trained to depreciate his own abilities, to smother his desire

for knowledge, to assume an air of sagacity, and to hate books

and everything associated with the acquisition of learning.

Now, there is no study to which a child may be introduced

which can be more useful to him, and in which he can become

more interested, than geography; but it must be properly

presented to him. His first lessons must be from the very
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scenes by which he is surrounded, and his interest must be

awakened by such practical illustrations as every locality will

afford. In the study of grammar or arithmetic, the same is

just as true. The school-room and play-ground are replete

with the most striking examples of false syntax, and games

and pastimes may be made to afford arithmetical problems

that cannot fail to be interesting and instructive. But the

pursuit of the latter studies is not generally so profitless as

that of geography, for the facilities for their pursuit are more

simple, and the diversity of knoAvledge necessary on the part

of the teacher not so great. But the study of geography is

not only the study of the abode of man, but the study of man
himself—the study of his habits, his interests, his vicissi-

tudes, his progress, his whole history—it is a study of the

laws of nature. Mountains are not mere elevations of land

nor are rivers mere bodies of flowing water. There is an

effluence from both which often decrees a different destiny to

the plains which lie upon their opposing sides. Here is a

pleasing and vast subject for enquiry. Parallels of latitude

are not mere circles of the terrestrial sphere, parallel with

the equator, but every one of them, from that point to either

of ths earth's poles, gives a peculiar character to vegetation,

to animal life, and even to society and civilization, affording

themes for boundless investigation.

That all the teachers of our common schools should possess

the variety of knowledge necessary to render the study cf

geography as interesting and useful as it may be made, is not

to be expected ; but, as I have before intimated, a great deal

may be done to supply their deficiencies and to prompt them

to more enlarged views upon this and other subjects within

their field of labor. I am confident that this will be admitted

when I say, that of 1423 school houses of which I have par-

ticular information, only 365 are supplied with outline maps,

and 94 alone have globes. Could there be any more conclu-

sive evidence of the necessity of closer scrutiny into the man-

ner in which the matter of education is conducted in our pub-

2
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jic schools ? The State is so much interested in this subject

as to appropriate, annually, a very considerable sum of money

to educate its youth ; will she not provide, in some way, that

this education shall be systematic and thorough so far as it

can be pursued V If she bo careful to select good teachers

for her schools, should she not be equally careful to provide

them with the means absolutely necessary to render them-

selves efficient in the discharge of the duties devolving upon

them ? A quarto Dictionary and a Pronouncing Gazetteer

are furnished by law to every school district in the State, and

there is great propriety in this, no doubt ; but, for the pur-

poses of education, are there not other things that might be

more advantageously supplied ? Is a book, for instance,

whose object is to give the exact pronunciation of every for-

eign town and province, to be compared to a map that repre-

sents bolilly and accurately to the eye the physical structure

of the earth's surface ; that exhibits the currents and iso-

thermal lines ; that gives profiles of the valleys, plains and

mountains ; that lets us into the secrets of animal and vege-

table life, and unfolds whatever affects the physical, mental

and moral condition of the race ? It appears to me that the

two things cannot be compared ; and furthermore, that every

one will admit the importance of providing all our public

schools with the latter.

It gives me great pleasure to state that nearly three fourths

of our schools are provided with that indispensable article of

furniture known as the blackboard. Its value can be properly

felt by those alone who have been accustomed to its use.

For purposes of instruction, explanation and illustration, it

is of incalculable service to the teacher. Not a school house

in the State should be in want of one, nay of as many as can

be conveniently accommodated upon its walls. There is no

branch of study in which they cannot be made of eminent

use, and in connection with geography they may be of benefit,

•not only in fixing upon the mind the forms of the various

divisions of the earth's surface, but in cultivating the faculty
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of observation and in training tlie eye and hand to the buwi-

ness of delineating any objects upon which it may be desira-

ble to exercise their skill.

TEACHERS INSTITUTES.

During the past year nineteen Teachers' Institutes were

held under the law providing for the same, at an aggregate

expense, as shown by vouchers on file, of ^1900. The fol-

loM'ing table will show the time and place at which these In-

stitutes were held

:

Counties.

Atlantic,

Bergen,

Cape May,

Burlington,

Cumberland,

Essex,

Gloucester,

Hudson,

Hunterdon,

Mercer,

Middlesex,

Monmouth,

Morris,

Ocean,

Salem,

Somerset,

Sussex,

Union,

Warren,

Timo of Meeting.

August 27,

November 12,

September 5,

December 10,

May 14,

March 26,

July 30,

June 25,

May 28,

November 19,

August 6,

December 24,

August 26,

July 2,

August 27,

July 23,

August 27,

March 26,

Place.

Unionville.

Lower Pascack.

Cape May C. H.

Tuckerton.

Millville.

Newark.

Clarksboro.

Hudson City.

Clinton.

Trenton.

New Brooklyn.

Ilolmdel.

Rockaway.

Tom's River.

Pennsgrove.

East Millstone.

Dockertown.

Eliflibcth.

Hackettstown.December 17,

I am able to say, from personal observation, that most of

these Institutes were well attended, both by the teachers and

by the citizens of the various places in which they were held,

and in almost every instance the greatest interest seemed to

be manifested in the exercises. These exercises during the

day consisted chiefly of illustrations of different modes of
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instruction, class-drilb, and discussions of various topics in-

teresting and important to those engaged in the work of

educating the young. The evening sessions were generally

held in ciiurches or public halls, and were devoted mainly to

lectures on science and education.

There is great propriety in mentioning the names of those

who by their lectures have contributed to the interest of these

occasions. It is possible that some names may have been

omitted, but so far as I have been able to ascertain, the fol-

lowing list is correct : Prof. John S. Ilart, of Philadelphia ;

John Q. Johnson, of Elizabeth ; Isaiah Peckhara, Esq., of

Newark; Prof. W. F. Phelps, of Trenton; Prof. C. W.

Sanders, of New York ; Rev. J. S. Smith, of Andover, N. J.;

Mr. llalsey, of Newton ; B. Harrison, Esq., of Morristown

;

lion. Lyman A. Chandler, of llockaway ; Kev. Henry

Thompson an<l Rev. J. B. Thompson, of Metuchin ; J. S.

Yan<lyke, Esq., of Princeton ; Rev. Mr. Beattie, Rev. Mr.

Walton, S. A. Potter, of Philadelphia ; De Witt Riley, Esq.,

of llolmdel ; A. Culver, Esq., of Pa.; Rev. Joseph W. Hub-

bard, of Bridgeton ; Professor Calkins, of New York ; Rev.

Mr. Darrow, of Trenton ; Professor E. G. Dalton.

In addition to the valuable aid furnished by these gentle-

men, it is proper to say, that there is scarcely a place

in which these Institutes have been held, where the inhabi-

tants have not, by every means in their power, contributed

to their usefulness, sometimes taking an active part in the

exercises, and frequently, I might say generally, opening

their houses for the entertainment of teachers and others

attending from ^ distance.

The value of these Institutes does not lie wholly in the ad-

vantages which they afford to teachers ; in fact the attend-

ance of those not engaged in teaching is by far the greatest,

especially in rural districts, and it is in such places that their

healthful iniluence is chiefly felt. In some localities I have

seen churches filled to overflowing by persons who had trav-

elled for miles, from every direction, in order to hear a lee-
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ture on CMlucation ; and I liavo afterwards marked the effect

of such gatherings in the increased interest awakened in the

cause of common schools. I believe that there is no way in

which the State can more advantageously expend money for

educational purposes, than in the thorough organization of

Teachers' Institutes. These Institutes must, however, be

under proper management ; they must be conducted by per-

sons who are alive to the work of education. The hearty

cooperation of county examiners, town superintendents and

district trustees must be enlisted in them, and these officers,

as well as the people over whose interests they watch, must

be convinced of their incalculable value.

I have recommended, elsewhere, two or three alterations of

the law, with a view of giving greater efficiency to Teachers'

Institutes. Not the least desirable among these amendments

is that which is intended to secure the appointment of county

examiners and visiters, officers who, if they possess the requi-

site qualifications, will be able to render valuable aid in this

direction. It is very true, that the present law virtually

gives the State Superintendent the power to appoint and to

manage these Institutes ; but usage has, to a certain extent,

made him somewhat dependent upon the wishes of teachers,

and the efforts of persons whose experience in these matters

enable them thereby to increase an insufficient income. Al-

though the conductors of these Institutes have thus far been

men of undoubted ability, and although they have given the

greatest satisfaction wherever they have labored, still, as they

occupy the position of conductors only, they must lack the

influence and authority so essential to the attainment of the

utmost good to be derived from these agencies. It is im-

portant that these Institutes should be under the supervision

of officers appointed by the law, men who are identified with

the educational affairs of the localities in which they are

respectively held ; who possess influence among township and

district officers, and who can exercise some authority among

teachers. The necessity of this will perhaps be more readily
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admitted when I say that, of 1585 teachers, a list of whom ia

in my possession, only 440 have attended Institutes during

the past year. (Tiie former is not the whole number of

teachers employed in the State, nor is the latter the whole

number who have attended Institutes, but they serve to show

the proportion of the one to the other.) Now the dispropor-

tion between these numbers is not only to be regretted, but it

may be prevented. These Institutes are established by the

State for the benefit of her public schools. They form a part

of her system of education. It is her privilege and her right

to derive all the benefit from them that they can afford ; and

as the primary object of their establishment was not to afford

to such of her teachers as might choose it, an opportunity to

enjoy a little innocent recreation, but rather to render them

more and more fit for the service required of them, she has a

right to demand an attendance at tlicse Institutes, as one of

the conditions upon which they shall receive a portion of the

money appropriated for the maintenance of her educational

system. I do not go so far as to recommend any com"

pulsory proceedings, but I am sure that we should have

better schools, if some means could be devised whereby

teachers could not only be enabled, but also placed under some

moral obligation, to attend these Institutes ; and I believe

that this may be accomplished without direct legislation,

through the instrumentality of county examiners, with the

cooperation of town superintendents, whose organization into

county boards, as elsewhere recommended, must be attended

with the most salutary results.

I have matured a plan for organizing and conducting In-

stitutes (luring the ensuing year, which, I believe, will add

materially to their efiiciency; and although it is a plan which

might be carried out under the existing laws, it would bo at-

tended with less difficulty could the law providing for the ap-

pointment of county examiners be amended as I have like-

wise proposed.



23

UNLAWFUL APPLICATION 01-' THE SCHOOL FUND.

The act to establish public schools, approved April 17,

1846, at section 20, provides that all moneys received by the

town superintendent, "shall be applied exclusively to the

purposes of education." Again, section 7 of the supplement

approved M.ircii 14, 1851, provides that "it shall be the

duty of the trustees of the several school districts to apply

the money apportioned to their respective districts, or raised

therein, to the establishment and maintenance of free schools

in said district." Notwithstanding the clearness of the law

upon this point, disputes are constantly occurring in different

sections of the State, as to the legality of such and such an

application of the public money. It is a very common com-

plaint to me that a part of the money apportioned to a dis-

trict is paid to one or more of the private schools in such

district, in the ratio of the number of children attending it

;

or that the money is sometimes paid to parents to be used for

schooling their children in a neighboring district, and some-

times in a distant State ; or that it is spent for the repairs of

school houses ; or that it is suffered to accumulate in the hands

of trustees for a number of years, in order therewith to erect

a new school house ; in all which cases I have decided that

the money is unlawfully applied. While there is no necessity

for making the law more explicit upon this point, the viola-

tions of its requirements may be rendered less frequent by

calling attention thereto in this connection.

TEACHERS.

No complaint is more common than that of incompetency

on the part of those employed to teach in our common schools.

It is the source of endless controversies between school offi-

cers and people, and of incalculable damage to the young^

whose interests the law intends shall be guarded with a jealous

eye. It gives me great pleasure to be able to say that there
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arc hundreds of excellent teachers employed in different por-

tions of the State; teachers who would be a credit to any

institution of learning in the hind. But there are by far too

many who take no interest in their occupation, who resort to

it without any suitable preparation, and who continue in it

simply because they can find nothing else to do. I should

be unfaithful to my trust were I to neglect this opportunity

to call public attention to this evil, to raise a warning voice

against it, and to make use of every means in my power to

remove it. An incompetent teacher ought not to be tolerated

for a single hour, and 3'et (I am ashamed to say it,) such a

teacher is sometimes preferred to a good one, merely because

his services can be obtained at a cheaper rate. I have some-

times been applied to for a teacher by the trustees of a dis-

trict school. " What kind of a teacher do you wish ?" I have

inquired. "Well, we've got a small school in our d<'estrict,

mostly all little children that might get along with most

any one ; we'd like to have a fair sort of a teacher if we

could get one ; but we don't raise much money in our dees-

trict, and I suppose we'll have to put up with what's to be

had."

It is this deplorable ignorance of the incalculable impor-

tance of skillful training to a child, from the moment that he

tottles away from his mother's knee, that has been the cause

of so much intellectual and moral ruin. The idea that almost

any one may be entrusted with the education of a tender

child is absolutely horrible. !More care, in fact, should be

exercised in the selection of primary teachers than of any

others. There may be comparative safety in trusting the

instruction of full grown youth to a teacher of doubtful

ability ; but the little being whose bright eye and sunny

smile are just beginning to give evidence of its immortality,

whose thoughts, words and actions are but so many tokens

of innocence ; to trust the education of such to unskillful

hands is a sin unpardonable. That unskillful hand, as some

one has forcibly said, may write a falsehood on the pupil's



25

slate, or draw a grotesque fifi;ure upon tlie blackboard, and

afterwards erase every trace of both, but that pupil's mind is,

as it were, a tablet of glass, whereupon that unskillful hand

writes as with a diamond's point."

What a responsibility, then, rests upon those to whom is

assigned tlie duty of selecting the educators of youth ! How

important that they themselves should be wise and conscien-

tious men ; that in their action they should be governed not

by selfish or political considerations, but by a sense of the

sacredness of the interests committed to their charge ! If

there be any subject to which I could Avish to draw the earnest

attention of the inhabitants of every school district of New

Jersey, it is this ; and if there be any subject worthy of the

attention of the legislators of a commonwealth, it is that of

guarding against the danger of employing teachers for our

common schools who do not possess the requisite qualifica-

tions, mental and moral, for a profession which may be

regarded as second in importance to no other.

No item of the information that I have collected during

the past year shoAVS more forcibly the necessity of careful

and systematic supervision of our educational aff'airs, than

that which gives the number of teachers employed in our

public schools without previous examination and license.

Such examination and license are most strictly required by

the law, and yet school ofiicers, I find, neglect to a surprising

degree this among the other means of securing competent

instructors. More than one third of the teachers employed

in our public schools during the past year have entered upon

their duties without such examination and license. No teacher

should be employed who cannot, in the first place, produce

ample evidence of good moral character, and who cannot, in

the second place, prove to men qualified to examine, that he

imderstands thoroughly the branches he may be called upon

to teach. But a good teacher ought to be a person possessed

of far more knowledge than he can be required to impart, in

order that he may teach intelligently and command the
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respect of his pupils, while he enjoys also a respect for him-

self. He ought to be a man of refinement, a man of cultiva-

ted taste, whose example should be salutary not only in the

school room but in the neighborhood ; he ought to be a man
of diversified attainments, and capable, if called upon, to

enlighten and counsel the patrons of his school ; a man devo-

ted to his business, and willing to live and die in laboring for

the welfare of his fellow beings. Such teachers are to be

found occasionally, and I am persuaded that they would be

far less rare, if both State and communities would unite to

provide with more liberality for their support.

THE NORMAL SCnOOL.

The full report that has been made to me by the Principal

of the Normal School, and which is herewith presented, leaves

but little to be said respecting the present condition and

prospects of this Institution. I am able, however, to testify,

from personal observation and from correspondence with school

officers, that much has already been done through its instru-

mentality for the cause of education throughout the State.

There is not a county in which pupils from this Institution

are not employed as teachers ; and these teachers are dis-

tributed throughout more than one-third of the whole number

of townships. I have received particular information con-

cerning a large majority of them, and it gives me pleasure to

be able to say that, although they have not, in every instance,

been as successful as could be desired, the greater part of

them arc spoken of favorably, and many of them in the

highest terms. They are most numerous in Burlington, Mer-

cer, Morris and Union counties, and the terms used in regard

to them in these counties, indicate very fairly the opin-

ion that is generally entertained concerning the m. In Bur-

lington county, for example, they are described as "com-

paring very favorably indeed with other teachers"—as "good

teachers"—as "doing very well." One is said to be "a good
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teacher, hut not superior to two others who are not graduates

of the Normal School. One (a foniale) i.s descrihed as "very

young, but doing very well." In Mercer county most of them

arc descrihed as "very good teachers ;" in one township they

are spoken of to he "about equal" to the teachers obtained

elsewhere. In Morris county, two of them are described as

"better" than the other teachers of the township in which

they arc employed ; in another township one of them is de-

scribed as "a good teacher;" two others arc elsewhere de-

scribed as "above the average;" in another township, three

are regarded as "superior to some—not equal to others;"

and in another township, one is said to compare "favorably"

with the other teachers. In Union county, one of the town

superintendents writes to me, " our Normal graduate, a female,

is doing admirably;" another says that the Normal teacher

in his towhship compares "favorably" with the other teach-

ers. Another says : the comparison between our Normal

teachers and those otherwise prepared "is striking ; the Nor-

mal teacher engages the attention and interest of the class,

and the methods he employs are analytical and exhaustive."

Another superintendent says :
" We consider them much more

thorough and efficient than teachers not so instructed."

In some counties, as I have before intimated, the pupils of

the Normal School have not succeeded in teaching as well as

could have been desired ; but the reasons for this are various,

and by no means derogatory to the Institution. Some who

thus engage in teaching have not completed their course in

the School ; others are not adapted at all to the profession,

and would not make teachers under any circumstances. Fail-

ures of this kind are to be regretted, and they cannot

well be avoided ; they occur in all professions, in all the avo-

cations of life.

Our Normal School enjoys an enviable reputation through-

out the country, and some of its graduates rank among the

foremost teachers of the land. Its establishment, and the

generous support which has always been afforded to it, are
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often spoken of as amonf» the chief glories of the State.

Schools of this kind are all, yet, comparatively in their in-

fancy, and every where there is more or less opposition to

them ; but when they shall be placed in the same catcfjory

with schools of law, medicine and theology, a day not far

distant, and when the State shall require of her teachers, as

she will eventually, the training therein afforded, then will

the profession of teaching be in reality, what it now is only

in theory—a learned profession, a profession equal to, nay,

above all other professions.

ATLANTIC COUNTY—APrORTIONMENT ^15464 40.

The obstacles to education in this county are very much

increased in consequence of the extreme sparsencss of the

population, which renders it necessary to make the subdivi-

sions into townships and school districts few in number and

great in extent. Mullica township, for example, is thirteen

miles in length and eight in width, and is divided into only

six districts ; and as in this township there are but 516 child-

ren between the ages of five and eighteen years, the amount

of money received from the State is very small. Notwith-

standing these disadvantages, the condition of educational

affairs shows a proper appreciation of their importance on the

part of the people. In the forty-three districts into which

the county is divided, there are forty-three school houses,

twenty-nine of which are in good condition, and seventeen

furnished with comfortable seats and desks. The amount of

money received from the State is only §1,464 40, but enough

is raised by tax and otherwise to increase the sum to §7,152 80.

A great deal of interest is hero manifested in education, and

there is evidently a strong disposition to do every thing that

can be done under adverse circumstances, to multiply schools

and increase the advantages which they afford. It is a re-

markable fact that in this county fifteen schools are supplied

with outline maps, and five with globes, while there are many
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counties having far more scliools and incompnralily greater

means, that do not exhibit half tlie regard for these indispen-

sable aids to study.

This is one of the few counties in which examiners and

visitors have been appointed according to law, and liiuch is

said in praise of their efforts in behalf of education. Some
complaint is made as to the imperfect manner in which the

school registers are kept, and the reports herewith submitted

show that these complaints are not without foundation.

I regret to say that the Teachers' Institute held here du-

ring the latter part of August, was not as well attended as

could have been desired, or even expected. There was, how-

ever, a good deal of interest manifested in it by the people of

the vicinity in which it was held, and I have reason to be-

lieve, from Avhat I witnessed on the occasion, that it exerted

a salutary influence that will be long felt.

BERGEN COUNTY—APPORTIONMENT $2,402.76.

To say that much interest is taken in education in this

county, would hardly do justice to the zeal here manifested

in this subject. The people exhibit an extraordinary desire

to establish and maintain good schools ; and during the past

year have used the most efficient means to this end. Last

spring, two experienced teachers were appointed county ex-

aminers. These gentlemen have been indefatigable in the

discharge of their official duties ; and I believe that there is

not now a teacher in the county that has not been subjected

to a thorough examination, and I am sure that no pains have

been spared to secure teachers of undoubted ability.

With the exception of Saddle River township, I have as-

certained definitely the condition of every portion of the

county, and find that in the other eight townships there are

fifty school houses, all the property of the districts in which

they are respectively located. Forty-five of these buildings

are in good repair, and nearly all are provided with modern
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improvements. No new sclio(»l houses liavc been erected du-

ring the past year, though eight are still needed ; the sum of

^2,801} 80 has been raised for building, repairing, etc., and

there is reason to believe that any requisite amount can be

obtained for this purpose.

The same difficulties are encountered here as elsewhere in

reo-ard to the keeping of school registers, and the collection

of statistics. Such a modification of the law as shall remedy

this evil is here strongly urged.

It was in conversation with some of the town superintend-

ents and other school ofiicers of this county, that I first men-

tioned the plan, hereinafter proposed, for the establishment

of a county organization, which, should secure an inter-

change of opinions and, as far as desirable, a uniformity of

practice among the various townships ; and it was the fa-

vorable reception which this plan here met, that has induced

me to advocate such an amendment of the law as shall insure

it. Here, also, my opinions in regard to Teachers' Institutes,

and in regard to the importance of requiring the attendance

thereat of all the teachers of the county, received a most

hearty approval. In fact, the school officers and people of

this county are anxious for any and all alterations of the law

that may be advantageous to our system of public instruc-

tion.

The Teachers' Institute held here during the month of No-

vember last, was one of the most interesting and largely at-

tended in the State.

BURLINr.TON COUNTY—APPOKTIONMENT $7,057.98.

It is to be re<Trctted that the reports from the town super-

intendents of this county should be so incomplete, for the

prosperous condition of the public schools in this section of

the State would no doubt furnish material for valuable re-

marks.

Burlington, occupying nearly a central position in the State,
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comprises eiglitcon townshipH, and is the largest county in

New Jersey. These townsliips are subdivided into one hun-

dred and twenty-eight districts, in which arc kept one hun-

dred and forty-one schools, about nine months, on an average,

in the year. The whole number of scholars in the county,

between the ages of five and eighteen years, is fourteen thou-

sand six hundred and twenty-nine, of which ten thousand

two hundred and ninety-two have been in attendance at the

public schools. The amount of money raised by tax iu the

county for school purposes, was ^22,02(5.31>, a sum not quite

so large, in proportion, as that raised in some other counties,

but indicative, nevertheless, of considerable interest in the

subject of education.

Of the one hundred and fifteen school houses in Burlinji-

ton county, concerning which I have been able to obtain any

information, eighty (two of the number having been built this

year) are in good repair, and eighty-four belong to the dis-

tricts in which they are located.

Sixty school houses are furnished with seats and desks,

the remaining fifty-four being supplied with temporary

benches ; eighty-seven are provided with black-boards ; twen-

ty-three with outline maps, and three with globes. Thirty-

eight are properly ventilated, and thirty-six are made attrac-

tive by pleasant play-grounds.

A neglect, from which some inconvenience is experienced,

and which has been alluded to in several of the town super-

intendent's reports, is the non-appointment of county exam-

iners ; and from this neglect it happens that nearly one-

third of the teachers in this county have been permitted to

teach without license.

A Teachers' Institute was held here in December, which

was fully attended on the part of teachers and people.

That the interest in educational matters in Burlinfrton is

increasing, may be seen from the fact that the average in-

crease in the duration of their schools has been nearly two

months over that of last year.
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CAMDEN COUNTY—APPORTIONMENT §4,177.0(5.

I have rcc(.'ive<l reports from all the townships in tliis

county, except Gloucester and Winslow, for whose statistics

I am obliged to resort to the tables furnished hist vear. It

is to be regretted that none of the townships have furnished

to me reports sufficiently extended to enable me to judge

of the interest here felt in educational matters. Still, I

have every assurance that a commendable zeal is exhibited in

this direction, and that the schools throughout the county are

in a healthy condition.

The number of school houses in the nine townships from

which I have heard, is forty-nine, of which thirty-six belong

to the districts in which they are located, and an efjual num-

ber are in good repair. Thirty-nine of these houses are fur-

nished with comfortable seats and desks, but I am sorry to

sav that only thirteen of them are supplied with outline maps,

and two alone with globes. Six new buildings have been

erected during the past year, one of which, in District No. 3

of Union township, cost §0000. The erection of another in

the same township is contemplated during the ensuing year.

A very large proportion of the amount of money furnished

to this county by the State, is apportioned to the city of

Camden, in which the number of chihlren between the ages

of five and eighteen years is 4,534. In this city there are

twenty-four schools, under the care of an incorporated board

of education, consisting of twenty-four members, elected by

the people. There are nine buildings in which these schools

are located, three of whicli belong to the city. The value of

the school property is estimated at §28,000.00. The whole

expense of conducting these schools during the past year was

3ir>,420.93, of which sum §12,430.23 was raised by tax. All

of these schools appear to be well taught and well disciplined;

the teachers being selected with great care by a committee

appointed for this purpose.
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CAPE MAY—APPORTIONMENT $1,050 70,

Of the twenty-one counties in the State, Cape May con-

tains the least number of townsliips and districts. Occupy-

ing the extreme southern portion of New Jersey, with a

sparse population, and deprived of many advantages, she

cannot be expected to compare with those counties more

favorably situated. That her inhabitants are interested zeal-

ously in the free school system, judging from my own limited

observation, and the encouraging reports, with but an excep-

tion, received from her school officers, admits not of doubt.

The Institute held at the Court House in Middle township

was well attended, and a good degree of interest shown

throughout the session.

The Superintendent of one of the townships failed to furnish

me with statistics, and it was necessary to resort to last year's

report in order to estimate the aggregate amount of money
raised by tax, the average daily attendance, and the number

of schools in the county.

The five townships in the county are divided into twenty-

six districts, of which each respectively supports a free school,

an average duration of nearly seven months in the year.

The whole number of pupils that have attended during the

year is 2,278.

The number of school houses in the county appears to be

twenty-six, the condition of twenty-one of which has been

reported to me. Of this number, thirteen belong to the dis-

tricts in which they are respectively located ; but it is a fact

demanding the attention of the inhabitants, that only seven

are in good condition. Three school houses are still needed.

It is worthy of remark that so much attention should be paid

here to the subject of school furniture ; a conclusion to which

I arrive from the fact that fifteen school buildings are provi-

ded with proper seats and desks, and twenty are supplied

with blackboards. It is to be regretted, however, that there

3
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is but one globe and one set of outline maps in the whole

county.

There appears to he a cheerful cooperation here anionj];

the frieiuhs of education, and there is every reason to believe

tliat the common schools will be heartily encouraged and

sustained in this section of the State.

CUMBERLAND COUNTY—APPORTIONMENT $2,777.68.

Although laboring under some disadvantages, this county

will compare favorably with any other in the State in respect

to the efforts therein made to furnish the best facilities for

education. By comparing the amount of money raised here

by tax this year Avith that of last year, it will be seen that

the increase is very considerable. Its sixty-three districts

sustain sixty-eight schools nearly nine months of the year

;

and of the fifty-five school houses of which I have been able

to gather any correct information, forty-six are in good repair,

ten having been erected during the past year ; forty-three

are the property of the districts in which they are located.

Five school houses are yet needed, and there is every reason

to believe that these will speedily be built. But what is espe-

cially worthy of notice, thirty-seven of these houses are fur-

nished with modern seats and desks, thirty-four are supplied

with blackboards, eight with outline maps, three with globes,

and in twenty provision has been made for ventilation. In

eight townships, the whole number of teachers who have been

permitted to teach without license is only six, which is very

small, while the average salary is also small. It is also

worthy of notice that there is little complaint here of neglect

in the keeping of the registers of attendance.

A Teacher's Institute was held here in May last, which

as very largely attended.
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ESSEX COUNTY—AI'l'OUTIONMENT ^0,331.40.

The information \vliich I have been able to gather from

the eight townships (incliuling the city of Newark,) into which

tliis county is subdivided, is, perliaps, as full and accurate as

that obtained from any other county in the State. Two of

the townsliips, however, arc silent on the subject of school

registers, and the superintendent of one has omitted to give

the desired information in respect to blackboards, outline

maps, globes, libraries and vocal music.

The whole number of teachers employed in this county on

the 1st of October was 175, of which number 112 were em-

ployed in the public schools of the city of Newark. Only

six of the whole number are graduates of the State Normal

School, a fact whicli will not be wondered at, when it is known
that a Normal School was, some years since, established by

the Board of Education of the city of Newark for the benefit

of its public school teachers, as well as of all others who might

choose to avail themselves of its advantages. It is from the

pupils of this school that nearly all the public school teachers

of that city below the grade of Principal are selected ; and

the institution has proved of great service, as well in qualify-

ing teachers as in promoting a uniform system of instruction

and discipline.

Most of the graduates of the State Normal School em-

ployed in this county are spoken of in the highest term',

though in one instance it is said that no marked difference

can be observed between a teacher procured from this school

and the other teachers employed in the same place.

Of the eighty-seven public schools in this county, forty-

nine are reported to be well disciplined and well taught. In

one township all the schools are thus cliaracterized, while in

another townt;hip the superintendent makes the somewhat

ambiguous stateincnt that they have " all "been as well taught

as the salary of the teacher would lead him to expect."

A large proportion of the school houses in this county are
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substantially built and well furnished. The whole number is

72, of which 55 are in good condition. Forty-nine of them

are provided with suitable blackboard.s, twenty-nine with out-

line maps, and eight with globes. Eight school buildings

have been erected during the year, but as many more are

still needed.

GLOUCESTER COUNTY—APPORTIOXMENT $2,393.78.

During the early part of August last, I met a large num-

ber of the teachers and friends of education in this county,

at an Institute held in Clarksboro', and it gives me pleasure

to state that I have nowhere witnessed a more general zeal in

educational matters than here. The attendance of teachers

was very large, and the interest of the people remarkable,

nearly all present taking an active part in the various exer-

cises of the occasion. I was especially pleased with the

teachers themselves, who seemed, with very few exceptions,

to be admirably well qualified, in point of intellectual attain-

ments, for the discharge of their professional duties.

The people of this county, and even the school officers, are,

apparently, dissatisfied with their condition, educationally,

and look forward to a time when their schools shall be more

in accordance with their cherished wishes. I find, however,

that in many respects these schools compare favorably with

those of many other counties. In the fifty-nine districts into

which the county is divided, there are sixty-three school

houses, fifty-five of which belong to the districts in which they

are respectively located. Of this number, forty-four are in

in good condition, and forty-one provided with comfortable

seats and desks. Thirty-eight of the schools maintained in

them are described as being well taught and disciplined ; and

in thirty-four the requirements of the law in regard to the

keeping of scho«l registers are strictly observed. This is

somewhat remarkable, in view of the fact that, during the

past year, there have been one hundred and twelve different
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teachers employed here, while the whole number required is

reported to be but fifty-eight; I say it is remarkable, because

the fidelity with which these registers are kept, depends very

much upon the permanency of the teacher on whom the duty

of keeping them must necessarily devolve.

Much regret has been expressed that no county examiners

were appointed here during the past year, a matter which I

hope will not be complained of in future.

HUDSON COUXTY—APPORTIONMENT §3,oT3.42.

The statistical returns from this county are not so com-

plete as could have been desired, yet I have gathered suffi-

cient information by personal inspection and otherwise, to

enable me to form a very correct idea of its educational af-

fairs. Though not very great in extent, the county is one of

the most important, and its schools among the very best of

the State. Most of its school edifices are owned by the dis-

tricts in which they are respectively located, and nearly all of

them are in good condition, provided with the modern im-

provements, and well supplied with blackboards, outline maps,

globes, and other essential aids to study.

The most important points in the county are Jersey City,

Hoboken, and Hudson City, in each of which places the

schools are under the charge of a board of education, elected

by the people or appointed by the local authorities.

In Jersey City this board consists of fifteen members,

three of which number are the mayor, the city superintend-

ent, and chairman of the school committee of the common

council ex officio. It is, however, an establishment of the

city government, and in many important particulars wholly

subservient to the common council in its action. Under its

direction, notwithstanding, the cause of education has steadily

advanced, and, as to schools, the city has really much whereof

to boast. The school property is valued at §70,000, and the

amount of money expended for educational purposes during
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the last year was $13,000. Tlic whole number of teachers

employed in the city is forty-four, for whose benefit a Nor-

mal class has been established, the advantages of which are

also free to such persons as may desire to qualify themselves

to teach.

The educational interests of the City of Iloboken are also

entrusted to a board of education, of which the city superin-

tendent is, by virtue of his office, president. It is a little

remarkable that a place of so much wealth as this, should not

own a single dollar's worth of real estate for educational pur-

poses
;
yet such is the case, and it is almost entirely to the

generosity of Edwin A. Stevens, Esq., that it is indebted for

its present facilities for afiording public instruction. This

gentleman has, during the last three or four years, expended

over $20,000 in erecting school buildings, as a free gift to

the city, nor has he yet finished his noble labors in this di-

rection.

Much activity in behalf of education has been recently ex-

hibited in Hudson City, the members of whose board of edu-

cation are appointed by the common council. Tiie school

houses here are not in a very good condition ; but, quite re-

cently, scrip to the amount of $20,000 has been negotiated

for erecting two new houses, the plans for which are already

prepared. In this city there is also a Normal class, for the

benefit of teachers and such others as may desire to become

qualified for this profession.

I regret to say that the Teachers' Institute held in this

county, in June last, was not so numerously attended as it

should have been.

UUNTERDOX COUNTY—APPOllTIONMENT §4,748.04.

The interest manifested in education in this county, varies

very much in difl'erent townships. In some, the schools are

in a flourishing condition, provided with good teachers, and

generously supported by the inhabitants, while in others the
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very reverse is the case. TliiH in not, perhaps, to be won-

dered at in a large county divided into fourteen townships,

and containing about a hundred and forty schools. It is

gratifying, however, to find that in some of those sections in

which the schools are poorest, there is promise of improve-

ment, at least an assurance that they cannot be worse. No
examiners and visitors have been appointed here, and a M'ant

of these officers has no doubt had a detrimental effect upon

the educational interests of the county. The frequent change

of teachers, too, has been attended with injurious results.

This, indeed, has been a subject of complaint on the part of

those who know the importance of securing instructors, whose

qualifications are such as to render permanent engagements

with them desirable.

With the exception of Union and East Amwell townships,

I have received very full information as to the condition of

education in this county. In those townships from which I

have heard, there are one hundred and nineteen school houses,

two of which have been erected during the past year, and

one hundred and twelve of the whole number belong to the

districts in which they are respectively located. Forty-one

are built of stone, four of brick, and the remainder are frame

buildings. Many of them, I regret to say, are in very bad

order, some hardly fit for school purposes, and others becom-

ing worse and worse from year to year. The number fur-

nished with seats and desks is seventy-seven. Only forty-

four are supplied with blackboards, while not more than twen-

ty-nine have outline maps.

The importance of suitable school furniture is alluded to

in the report of the town superintendent of Franklin, and his

comments upon the deficiency of it in his own toAvnship are

very just. The want of a blackboard in a school house is

inexcusable, and betrays gross ignorance or carelessness on

the part of school trustees.

The same complaints are made here as in other counties in

regard to the keeping of school registers, and I receive the
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usual notification that little reliance is to be placed upon the

statistical information. There is, perhaps, no county in the

State that furnishes better evidence of the importance of so

modifying our School laws as to secure a more thorough su-

pervision of educational affairs.

MERCER COUNTY—APPORTIONMENT 04,572.74.

The fulness of the reports from this county, and the prompt-

ness with which they have been furnished, is very good evi-

dence of the efficiency of the officers appointed to manage its

educational affairs. There is not a township from which I

have not received the most satisfactory replies to all my cir-

culars and queries ; and, so far as I have been able to judge

from prsonal examination, a growing interest is here felt in

the cause of education. This is particularly gratifying in

view of the fact that in this county is the seat of the State

legislature, as well as that of one of the oldest and most re-

nowned institutions of learning in the land.

So far as I have been able to ascertain, but two additional

schools are needed here, and these in the city of Trenton*

The present number of school edifices is 62, all of which,

with the exception of four, belong to the districts in which

they are located. Of this number 51 are in good condition,

and thirty-six provided with comfortable seats and desks. It

is to be regretted, however, that the proportion of those sup-

plied with blackboards, maps and globes should be so small.

The first of these articles of school furniture can be so cheaply

supplied that no excuse can be made for the want of it.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY—APPORTIONMENT §4,683.84.

In looking into the educational affairs of this county, nothing

perhaps, is more remarkable than the diversity of character

in the schools, and the difference in degree of interest mani-

fested in them by the people. The school houses arc of every
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possible variety, from tlic primitive shanty with scarcely a

comfort or convenience, to the modern edifice, surrounded

with cheerful grounds and furnished "with every thing that can

make study pleasing and profitable. In some sections the in-

habitants take the deepest interest in the cause of education,

promoting it, as far as they can, by visiting the schools and

encouraging both teachers and pupils by every means in their

power. In other sections there seems to be no life even among

the school officers themselves, and the schools are languish-

ing, and in some instances hardly worth maintaining.

There are two townships in this county from which I have

not been able to obtain very full information, still the condi-

tion of education here may be ascertained with sufficient accu-

racy by what has been gleaned from the rest.

The number of school buildings of which any correct ac-

count can be given, is sixty-two. Fifty-nine of these belong

to the districts in which they are located, and a very large

proportion of them are in very good repair ; some are quite

new, and in one township two are soon to be erected. Half

of the whole number are provided with modern seats and

desks, and, in as many, proper regard has been paid to the sub-

ject of ventilation. Numerous examples of the ease and cheap-

ness with which this may be done are here afforded. It is

gratifying to know that a large number of the schools of this

county are supplied with suitable school apparatus, forty-three

of them being furnished with blackboards and twenty-four

with outline maps. Although sufficient attention has not been

paid to the keeping of school registers, yet great care has

been taken to secure good instructors, as may be inferred

from the fact that out of ninety teachers only nine entered

last year upon their duties without a license. The pupils of

the State Normal School are very highly in favor here as

teachers : twelve are employed in the city of New Brunswick

alone. I have not been informed as to their merits individu-

ally but am assured that thev are considered valuable instruc-

tors.
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Two of tlie town superintendents complain in their reports

of the delay to which they are suhjccted in receiving their

apportionment of the State fund. On this subject it may
be well to remark that the last apportionment of this fund

was payable on the 2oth of November, an<l, although all the

county collectors were notified to this effect by the State

treasurer, there is still in his hands a large amount of this

money which has not been drawn.

MONMOUTH COUNTY—APPORTIONMENT §4,930.10.

The character of our public schools must depend very much
upon the character of our school officers. If they are men of

culture, the schools under their supervision will, as a general

rule, be entrusted only to well qualified teachers ; and if they

take an interest in the cause of education, and be enterpris-

ing, energetic men, their spirit will not fail to pervade the

community in which it is their province to lead. I have been

repeatedly struck with the truth of this in remarking the con-

dition of education in different sections of the State; and

while I am well aware that circumstances may conspire to

render useless the best efforts of the best of men, I cannot

avoid the conclusion that where a township or county is suf-

fering for the want of proper schools, the fault is more or less

on the ])art of those to whom its educational interests are

entrusted. I might allude to this in connection with what I

have to say on the educational affairs of any county, and I

do it here, not because the school officers of this county are

superior in point of culture or zeal to those of any other, but

simply because it occurs to me at the moment, ^nd because

the character of their reports to me, and the condition

of their county, give no ground to believe that I do not enter-

tain for them the very highest respect. I refer Avith pleasure

to their communications appended to this report, regretting

only that the number of these communications does not cor-

respond with the number of townships in the county.
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There are fourteen townships in this county, and while all,

with the exception of Manahipan, have furnished the statistics

annually required, I have failed to receive other and equally

valuable information from the townships of Howell, Atlantic

and Ilolmdcl. In the remaininf; eleven townships there are

99 school buildings, 4 of which have been erected during the

past year, and 88 are the property of the several districts in

which they are situated. Seventy-nine of these buildings

are in good condition and provided with comfortable seats

and desks. With only six exceptions they are furnished with

blackboards ; and nearly one half of them are supplied with

outline maps or globes. The number of teachers who have

entered upon their duties in this county without license, is

comparatively small, though greater than I could desire to

see. The employment of teachers Avithout license appears to

be deprecated on the part of the town superintendents, who

throw the blame upon the district trustees, suggesting very

properly that trustees in such instances ought to be made

responsible for the payment of the salary of such teachers, in

case they are not found, upon examination, to be well qualified.

The usual complaint is made here in regard to the imper-

fect manner in which school registers are kept, and it is re-

commended that teachers who are delinquent in this matter

should be subjected to a suitable penalty.

A very interesting and profitable Teachers' Institute was

held in this county during the month of December.

MORRIS COUNTY—APPORTIONMENT §4,929.20.

Although there are some things that appear discouraging

in the aspect of educational affairs in this county, there is

abundant evidence of a Avarm interest in common schools on

the part of the people, and especially on the part of school

officers. It is a fact worthy of notice, that the teachers are

spoken of, generally, in the highest terms, and this is, no

doubt, to be accounted for by another fact, viz : that unusual
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pains are taken to secure tliosc that arc faithful and well

(lualificd. This is not true of every portion of the county,

for, while in one township where there are eighteen teachers

and all licensed, in another township where there are four-

teen, thirteen are not licensed. In the majority of townships,

however, there is evidently a strong disposition to employ

only the hest of teachers ; and this disposition, I learn, is

becoming more and more general. Seventy-one of the schools

have been described to me as well taught and disciplined

;

and this being so large a proportion of the whole number,

there is propriety in giving it especial mention.

Of the one hundred and thirteen school houses in the

county, eighty-nine are the property of the districts. Sixty-

five of these houses are in good condition, and fifty-eight

fitted up in modern style. The advantage of good blackboards

has not been entirely overlooked, though there is too much

neglect in this matter. Of outline maps there are but twenty

sets in the whole county, and of globes only three.

The Teachers' Institute held here during the last year, was

largely attended, both by teachers and the people generally.

OCEAN COUNTY APPORTIONMENT $1,640.66.

In spite of many adverse circumstances, the condition of

the educational affairs of this county is very favorable. There

is evidently a desire on the part of school officers to maintain

good schools, as may be seen in the fact that of twenty-seven

teachers employed during the month of October last, only

four were unlicensed. Of this number, twenty had attended

the Institute held during the month of July.

In the five townships from Avhich I have been able to

gather any information, there are forty-one school houses,

twenty-seven of which are represented as being in good con-

dition, and twenty-three as the property of the districts in

wliich they are located ; seventeen are provided with modern

furniture, blackboards and other conveniences, and eight
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are supplied with outline maps. Two houses were erected

during the past yeifr, and- one which is still needed will no

doubt soon be built. *

Frequent change of teachers is a subject of great complaint

in some of the townships, as well as the neglect of the law

requiring the keeping of school registers.

PASSAIC COUNTY—ArPORTIONMENT $3,688.28.

This county is a striking example of the advantages at-

tending the appointment of county examiners and visitors.

Of the seventy-one teachers actively employed on the first of

October, only five had entered upon their duties without ex-

amination, and there is little or no complaint made here

against those engaged in public instruction ; on the contrary

they are generally commended for their faithfulness and su-

perior attainments. It is true that the schools throughout the

county are not equally good, and that the changing of teach-

ers is of frequent occurrence, but this is due chiefly to the

fact that the same interest is not everywhere manifested in

education. In some districts it is impossible to keep the

schools open during more than six or seven months of the

year, on account of an unwillingness on the part of the peo-

ple to be taxed for this purpose.

The schools of the city of Paterson are under the charge

of a board of education annually elected, three from each

ward. These schools are in a flourishing condition, beino"

provided with teachers who are spoken of in the highest terms.

The number of school buildings in this county is forty-four

;

thirty-nine of which are public property. Nearl}^ all are in

good repair. Twenty-eight are provided with modern seats

and desks, and thirty-four with that indispensable article the

blackboard. Very little attention seems to have been paid to

the provision of other articles of school furniture.
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SALEM COUNTY—APPOIITIONMENT ?3, 185.60.

The reports received from the town superintendents in tbia

cownty arc full and interesting, and the feeling manifested in

behalf of public schools, on the part of the people, is appa-

rently increasing. In some districts the amount of money

raised by tax for their support, has been considerably, aug-

mented. It is an astounding fact, however, that of fifty-six

teachers who were actively employed during the month of Oc-

tober, fortv-two were not licensed, and of course not entitled

to draw any money for their services ; and it is scarcely less

astonishing that registers of attendance were kept in not more

than one-third of the whole number of schools. It would be

difficult for me to believe that in such a state of things, edu_

cational affairs could be in a very prosperous condition, yet I

am forced to confess, from actual observation, that there are

in this county many teachers of superior abilit}', and much

earnestness in the cause of education. In the vicinity of the

city of Salem, however, the popularity of the free school sys-

tem is somewhat impaired by reason of the many private in-

stitutions there maintained.

The number of school houses in this county of which I have

any account, is sixty-three, of which fifty-five belong to the

public. Many of these are in very poor condition, and fur-

nished only with the primitive benches, and very little atten-

tion seems to have been given to the subject of supplying suit-

able school apparatus.

SOMERSET COUNTY—APPORTIONMENT §3,213.04.

The registers of attendance required to be kept in all the

schools, are here kept in about half, and complaint is contin-

uallv made by school officers that they are unable to give the

information demanded of them by hivr. One town superin-

tendent writes to me that all the schools of his township

"keep registers of some sort;" another writes, "I do not
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kno^y of any law on this matter;" and nearly all agree that

there is very little reliance to be placed upon their statistical

statements. This might, perhaps, be said with cc^ual truth

of nearly every county in the State.

A great deal of praise is due to the school officers of this

county for the efforts which they have made to call public

attention to the importance of securing good teachers as tlie

only, at least the chief, means of securing good schools. It

is one of the few counties in the State in which there is a

board of examiners and visitors; and the gentlemen who

compose this board have, for many years, taken a deep inter,

est in the cause of education, and during the past year have

done much for the schools under their supervision. The

teachers of this county are highly esteemed both for their

attainments and for the interest which they feel in their work-

The number of school buildings in regard to which I have

had any particular information, is sixty-three, all of which

belong to the districts in which they are situated. Fifty-four

are in good condition, two having been erected during the

past year. Forty-eight are furnished with modern scats and

desks ; fifty-six are supplied with blackboards ; twenty with

outline maps, and nine with globes. While this state of

things is very creditable, it is gratifying to find that it is not

satisfactory to the people of the county, and that efforts will

be made to place their schools in a still better condition.

SUSSEX COUNTY—APPORTIONMENT §3,755. 74.

The citizens of this county, in the management of their

educational affairs, have not been unmindful of the impor-

tance of selecting school officers with some reference to their

qualifications as well as to their predilections. Although the

same thing is true of some other counties, it happens some-

times that very strict enquiry is not made as to the intellec-

tual culture and peculiar tastes of those appointed to take

charge of the interests of education. Where this is not done,
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and an indlviilual is elected to un office for wlilch lie is totally

unfit, his election must of course be re<iarded as a frank con-

cession, on the part of the people, of their incompetency to

judge as to what is most for their advantage ; but however

worthy of admiration this may be, it is still a grave question

whether a little affectation of wisdom would not be, after all,

preferable to an exhibition of candor. Those who superin-

tend the educational interests ofja county, ought to be intelli-

gent men, and that we have a great many sucli in New Jersey

will be shown by the township reports herewith submitted,

I would call attention to the interest manifested in the cause

of education not only by the officers of this county, but by

those of many others.

It is gratifying to find that in this county great care is

taken in the selection of teachers. Very few have been em-

ployed without having been previously examined. Several

of these teachers are graduates of the State Normal School,

and with only one exception, they are spoken of in the highest

terms ; even the individual excepted is designated as an

"average" teacher.

There are three townships from which I have not been able

to collect any satisfactory information on certain points. In

the remaining ten I find that there are one hundred and

thirteen school houses, of which one hundred and seven are

the property of the districts. Of these, sixty-three are de-

scribed as good buildings and in good repair, fifty-three

being furnished with modern seats and desks. Seventy-two

of the whole number are supplied with blackboards, seventeen

with outline maps, and two with globes. Only one school

house has been built during the past year, while eleven are

still needed to meet the wants of the county. The same

complaint is made here, as elsewhere, in regard to the keeping

of school registers ; and this complaint will, perhaps, cease

only when the State shall have provided suitable forms

adapted to this purpose for all its schools.
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UNION COUNTY—AI'I'OHTIONMKNT ^2,7r<(;.74.

With tlic exception of a single township, tliis county has

responded fully and promptly to the circulars issued by me
during the past year, with a view to making as complete a re-

port as possible upon the condition of our public schools. A
neglect of duty on the part of the officer, in this instance,

may have been unavoidable, but it would be difficult to believe

that such should have been the case in every instance of the

kind which could be mentioned. It is a lamentable fact that

offices \jfill be accepted by persons who have no time or incli_

nation to discharge the duties thereof, and it is a still more

lamentable fact that such officers are often reappointed. The

instance alluded to is sufficient to render a brief sketch of the

condition of this county unsatisfactory ; and it is the more

to be regretted as the items of information due from this

township are of considerable importance.

In looking at the educational affairs of this county I am
reminded of a fact to which I have not yet alluded, viz : that

among all the schools maintained in the one hundred and

seventy-six townships concerning which I have gathered spe-

cial information, there are only thirty-four school libraries. It

seems incredible that such should be the case, incredible that

so few school officers should not be aware of the inestimable

value of such instrumentalities in the Avork of education, in-

credible that so few teachers should manifest so little enter-

prise, so small an interest in the welfare of the communities

in which it may be their lot to labor. Is it not obvious that

a district library is a school for the whole neighborhood in

which it is located ? that to it the old and the young may
have recourse for instruction and entertainment ? There

should not be a district in the whole State unprovided for in

this respect, and school officers and teachers who fail to at-

tend to this matter are unfaithful to their trust.

In the six townships of Union county from which I have

received full answers to my enquiries, there is evidence of

4
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steady progress in the work of education. Of tlie forty-ei^lit

teachers in these townsliips, fifteen have heen pupils of the

State Normal School, all of whom are commended for their

attainments, and for their efficiency. In these townships

there arc thirty school houses, twenty-eight of which helong

to the districts in which they are located. Twenty-two of

these are in good repair, sixteen being furnished in modern

Btyle. Twenty-three are supplied with blackboards, seven-

teen with outline maps, and six with globes. The number of

unlicensed teachers is very small, but I regret to say that re-

gisters are not kept in a large proportion of the schools.

WAllREN COUNTY—APPORTIONMENT $3,657. 72.

The reports of the superintendents of the various town-

ships of this county are so full that there is little need of in-

troducing here anything beyond the information collected with

special reference to these sketches. I have observed with

much pleasure that vocal music is practised to some extent in

the schools of almost every township in this county. It is to

be lamented that this matter should be so much neglected

throughout the State. In not more than half the townships,

and in not more than one quarter of the districts, is any at-

tention paid to it whatever, and yet its influence in promoting

order and good morals is never denied. It is seldom the case

that some one cannot be found in a school who has sufficient

knowledge of music to lead some simple tune ; if the teacher

cannot do it, a pupil may generally be found who can. School

officers would do well to consider this subject, and to take

Buch measures as may result in securing the benefits to be

devived from proper attention to it.

The number of school houses in this county reported to me

is eighty, of which sixty-nine are the property of the dis-

tricts in which they are located. P'ifty-seven are in good

condition, thirty-nine are furnished in modern style, fifty-

eight with blackboards, eighteen with outline maps, and eight
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with globes. Great attention is paid here to the examination

of teachers, several of whom are graduates of the Normal

School.

EXPOSITION OF THE SCHOOL LAW.

The statute provides that the State Superintendent of

Public Schools shall have power to decide any disputes or

controversies that may arise respecting the true construction

of the school law, and that his decision, made in writing, and,

by him signed, and approved in writing by the Attorney

General, and delivered to any town superintendent or district

trustee, shall be conformed to by all persons having notice

thereof, until a diflercnt decision shall be made by the Su-

preme Court, or any Circuit Court of this State.

It may be easily believed that among fifteen hundred school

districts, the number of disputes, even under the most favor-

able circumstances, cannot be small : and as the law very

properly furnishes a speedy mode of settling them, it is not

to be wondered at that the time of the State Superintendent

should be therewith occupied, with little intermission. Within

a week after my appointment, and, consequently, some time

previous to entering upon the discharge of my oiScial duties,

appeals began to pour in upon me from different sections of

the Stale, nor has there been any very great cessation in this

respect during the whole time that I have been in office.

Many of the controversies that have been submitted to me,

proved to be unimportant, and, in a large number of instance?

to have originated in the misconstruction of the same section

of an act. A decision then in one case has been made to

serve in many cases, requiring only the trouble of copying

and transmitting ; and, so far as I have been able to ascertain,

my decisions have been satisfactory to the parties concerned.

who, I believe, have in every instance cheerfully acquiesced

therein.

I have the honor to present, herewith, the most important
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of these decisions, arranpted, for tho sake of convenience, in

the form of questions and answers.

THE SCHOOL LAWS.

The "Act to establiirli PuLlic Schools," approved April 17,

184G, makes it the dut}' of the State Superintendent "to

ascertain from examination, and suggest from experience such

amendments or alterations in the school law as may be re-

quired." In obedience to this plain injunction, I have di-

rected my attention very closely to the operation of this law,

and have enquired diligently in all directions as to its practical

workings. So far as I have been able to ascertain, there ia

but one opinion concerning it, namely, that, while the system

which it furnishes is by no means a bad one, the law itself is

obscure by reason of its phraseology, and because it is com-

posed of short supplementary acts, which successively modify

or repeal certain provisions of preceding acts, and which

collect, at random, divers other provisions, partly fashioning

them in one place and completing them in another, to the

utter confusion of one who does not make the whole a matter

of the closest scrutiny. All, too, Avhom I have been able to

consult, agree that this law should be revised and amended?

as to certain of its provisions hereinafter specified ; and my
own experience satisfies me that the educational interests of

the State demand this ; and I am certain that the alterations

proposal would not only prevent the controversies that are

continually arising in the school districts of every portion of

the Stiiie, but would also avert the serious injury so often

done to the cause of common school instruction among us.

Believing that the suggestions required of me in the dis-

charge of my official duties, would be best understood by

submitting the entire law, with the amendments and altera-

tions chielly demanded, I beg leave so to do, premising that I

have carefully abstained from proposing any material change

in the judicious system already established by the State, but
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have only aimed to secure for this system greater efficiency,

•while rendering the letter of the law less ambiguous.

In presenting herewith the code prepared by me, I would

respectfully call attention to a few points which shoul I be

considered in connexion Avith the alterations proposed.

1. THE SCHOOL FUND.

The original appropriation for the support of public schools,

provided for by the act of April 17, 1846, has been altered

at two different periods, and yet the act and supplements

thereto all remain upon the statute book, to the annoyance of

those who do not readily perceive the operation of one upon

the other, and who cannot distinguish what has been repealed

from what is still in force. It is not, to be sure, of much

importance that this matter should be comprehended at a

glance, but there would be great propriety in reducing these

several enactments to one.

The manner of apportioning these appropriations among
the townships and districts, is also rendered somewhat ob-

scure by reason of preserving upon the pages of the school

law, portions of the act which are virtually repealed. The

purposes to which the money apportioned to districts is to be

applied, are stated apparently Avith sufficient explicitness

;

still the law in this respect seems to be either misunderstood

or set at naught, for, as I have before stated, this money has,

in many instances, been devoted to the support of private

schools, and, in some cases, has been applied to the repairing

and even building of school houses. A few verbal alterations,

Avith an additional clause or two, will be sufficient to render

this matter perfectly clear.

Complaints are sometimes made of what appears to be an

unequal distribution of the public fund. The apportionment

of this fund to the various townships being in the ratio of the

number of children therein between the ages of five and

eighteen years, it frequently happens that while some dis-
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tricts receive enough money to maintain their schools with

little or no tax, others obtain so small an amount that they

are obliged to resort to burdensome assessments. ^Vhat is

most to be regretted in this is, that those districts which

receive the least from the State are those that need the most.

It is claimed by some that the law ought to be so amended

as to give to each school district an equal amount of the

public fund. In some townships this would operate very

well, provided there should be no diminution of the gross

sum now appropriated to such townships ; but the same rea- .

sons for adopting a different basis of distribution among the -

districts might be urged in favor of adopting a corresponding

basis of distribution among the townships, and such a ciiange

could not fail to be attended with ruinous consequences.

While, then, I admit that the money now apportioned to

certain townships might be more advantageously sub-divided

among its districts, I am of opinion that the proposed plan

for distributing it would not only be attended with great em-

barrassment in consequence of the common practice of form-

ing districts from portions of adjacent townships, but would

be disastrous for the reason tliat it would virtually deprive

the larger communities of any benefit of the public fund,

while it would afford to the smaller but a miserable pittance.

2. TOWN SUPERINTENDENTS.

It is chiefly due to a want of proper supervision that so

many poor schools are to be found in every section of the

State ; but this want of supervision is not to be attributed to

any want of persons especially appointed to perform the

duty, but rather to the want of systematic action on the part

of those appointed. Town superintendents have no regular

interchange of views in regard to educational matters; tbere

is no bond of union between them ; there is nothing to stimu-

late them to any extraordinary exertion in behalf of the

schools under their care ; each one moves on in the perform-



55

ance of his official duties witli no ready means cither of ascer-

taining the condition of hid own township as compared with

others, or of deriving any benefit from the experience and

counsel of those engaged in similar labors. This is to be

regretted, because tlie interests of education are thus need-

lessly permitted to suiTer. The remedy is very simple as

offered in a section of the revised law, entitled " Board of

Town Sui'EIUNTENDENTS." I am certain that such an organ-

ization could not fail to be productive of good results, because

it Avould not only give greater importance to the office of

town superintendent, but it might be made to serve as a sort

of tribunal before which the educational interests of each

township might be regularly presented, and questions affect,

ing the interests of each profitably discussed. The advantage

to be derived from such an 'association would be enhanced

not only by the regularity of its meetings and the full attend-

ance of its members, but by making it obligatory upon each to

report thereto either in person, or in writing, the condition of

the schools under his especial charge. An interest would thus

be continual]}'" kept up in matters of education ; the advan-

tages of different modes of instruction and discipline would

be presented, and matters of general interest, such as the

establishment of school libraries, the teaching of vocal music,

taxation for educational purposes, etc., etc., would be dis-

cussed with results, the importance of which cannot be calcu-

lated. These meetings might, and should be prolonged

during an entire afternoon and evening, care being taken by

the officers of the board to secure the services of a person

competent to address the people upon some topic suitable for

the occasion. Every one must perceive the value of such

meetings, not only in awakening attention to education in the

communities in which they are held, but in stimulating school

officers to more activity and vigilance in the discharge of

their respective duties.

I would recommend that the selection of county examiners

and visitors be entrusted to the board of town superintendents.
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The appointment of these officers now devolves upon the

Board of Chosen Freehoklers, and in not more than half a

dozen counties arc they to he found. The services which

might he rendered hy them are so great tliat their appoint-

ment in every county of the State should he secured, and

might he secured in the manner provided for by the revised

school law herewith submitted.

COUNTY EXAMINERS AND VISITORS.

Section 8th of the act to establish public schools, approved

A]>ril 17th, 1846, provides that the Cliosen Freeholders of

each county of the State shall appoint at their first annual

meeting two persons, citizens of said county, who shall con-

stitute a board of examiners and visitors in and for said

county, whose duty it shall be especially to examine and

license teachers, and generally to supcrintendend the educa-

tional interests of the county.

Tiiere are not, as I have before stated, more than six

counties in the State in which these officers are to be found.

I have not been officially notified of their appointment in

more than two, but have learned by report, and by the result

of their labors, that they exist in others.

Many reasons might be urged in behalf of such a modifi-

cation of the law as would secure the appointment of these

officers, and not least among these reasons, perhaps, is the

valuable aid which they might render in obtaining accurate

and full information concerning the condition of the public

schools throughout the State. Under the present system,

the State Superintendent is, to this end, compelled to carry

on a correspondence with more than two hundred town offi-

cers, the residence of many of whom it is almost impossible

for him to ascertain. Many of his letters and circulars never

reach their destination, and many others, after being for-

warded and re-forwarded, finally elicit answers M-hich by

reason of their tardiness, are of no value. With efficient
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county ofliceis, it cannot be doubted tbat the information

furnished tlirough the annual report of the State Superinten-

dent would be far more satisfactory.

But there are other reasons for securing the appointment

of these officers, already provided for by the law ; and not

the least among these reasons is that, if these officers

are selected with reference to their ability to perform the

duties devolving upon them, better teachers will be employed

in our public schools. That indifferent teachers are so fre-

quently employed, is not always because those appointed to

examine lack the education necessary to perform the duty,

or because they neglect to perform it, but because they them-

selves have little or no practical knowledge of the art of

teaching, and consequently do not know what is requisite to

success therein ; and above all, not being identified with the

profession, and taking no special pride in its elevation, they

are the less jealous of its interests, and the less careful to

exclude from it those who are not in every way worthy of

admission. For this reason I am of opinion that the cause

of education among us would be better served by selecting

examiners and visitors from among the best teachers of the

several counties. The members of a profession ought to be

the judges of the qualifications ot those who desire to become

entitled to its benefits.

Greater care might be given to the selection of teachers

for our public schools, as can be easily shown by the results

of my recent enquiries on this point. There is not a county

in the State in w^hich teachers are not employed without

license, and as I am inclined to believe, without the requisite

qualifications to teach. It is true that without a license they

are not entitled to receive any portion of the public fund,

but the recovery of such money from the officers who thus

misuse it, would be attended with infinite trouble, and the

evil arising from the employment of incompetent teachers

would not be thereby counterbalanced. It is of the highest

importance that measures should be taken to subject every
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teacher in the service of the State to a thorough examination,

and as this might be secured through county examiners, I am
anxious that the Legishiture should provide with more cer-

tainty for the appointment of these officers.

SCUOOL DISTRICTS.

The alteration of school districts has always been, and con-

tinues to be, a cause of diflieulty between school officers and be-

tween the inhabitants of adjacent portions of a township. Good

reasons for the alteration of these districts often exist, but

these alterations are sometimes attempted without a due re-

gard for the interests of all concerned, and it frequently hap-

pens that they result in serious injury, not only to personal

interests, but to the educational interests of the townships in

which they occur. The provisions of the law for the forma-

tion and alteration of districts are defective in so far as they

are obscure, occurring episodically, in different acts and sup-

plements.

The first of these provisions may be found at Section o, of

"An act to establish Public Schools," approved April 17th,

184G. Previous to all legislation on this subject, and wliile

the townships were yet undivided, it was well enough ; but

its present form is now objectionable, because great promi-

nence is given to a single duty devolving upon the town

superintendent, which he should be seldom called upon to

perform. In fact, an individual elected, for the first time, to

this office, would, upon examining the law in order to ascer-

tain his duties, naturally conclude that his first business was

to revolutionize all the educational arrangements of the town-

ship with as little delay as possible. He would also be misled

as to the exact power conferred upon him by law, instances

of which are not of unfrecjuent occurrence.

There is a want of formality, and frequently a deplorable

looseness, in the manner of conducting the business of dis-

trict meetings. Proper records of their proceedings are not
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always kept ; and it sometimes happens that a history of the

most important transactions is only preserved by tradition.

To guard against these evils it is desirable that the law should

be so amended as to secure tlie permanent organization of

every board of trustees, as well as of every district, and to

require proper records of tlieir proceedings to be kept in readi-

ness for the inspection of the town superintendent, or the

State superintendent, whenever the same may be required.

In order to prevent disorderly meetings, which I regret to

say sometimes occur, it is desirable that the presiding officer

of a district should be invested with the authority granted to

the moderator of a town meeting. The propriety of this will

be more readily admitted in view of the fact that these meet-

ings are always for the exercise of the most sacred rights of

citizenship, and their proceedings frequently of the greatest

moment.

The formation of school districts from portions of adjacent

townships is much to be regretted for several reasons, not the

least of which is the difficulty that so frequently arises from

the joint superintendence necessarily attending such forma-

tions. Two, and sometimes three, town superintendents,

claiming authority in such districts, its business matters are

often very much embarrassed, and its reports are often imper-

fectly rendered, and sometimes wholly overlooked. Such an

amendment of the law, as shall designate which superintend-

ent shall have the immediate supervision of such a district, is

urgently demanded.

ELECTION OF SCHOOL OFFICERS.

The " act to establish public schools, approved April 17,

1846," makes it the duty of the township clerks throughout

the State to report to the State Superintendent the names

and residence of persons elected as town superintendents,

within ten days after their election ; but no reference being

made to this requirement of the law in the Index to Nixon's
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Digest, it may be fairly presumed that a large majority of

these oflScers are ignorant of its existence. A knowledge of

the names and residence of the town superintendents is of

the utmost importance to this department, as it is mainly

through correspondence with these officers that the informa-

tion required to be furnished by it to the Legislature, can bo

obtained. AVhen a town clerk neglects this part of his duty,

it is generally a profitless task to undertake to remind him of

it; for he himself is, perhaps, a person more difficult of ac-

cess than the individual to be discovered through his agency.

Fortunately the clerk of every county has, or should have,

upon file in his office, the names of all the town officers

elected in his county, and can furnish accurate lists of them

Avith little difficulty. To the courtesy of the several county

clerks throughout the State, I am indebted for the complete

list of town superintendents now in my possession ; and as it

would not add materiall}-^ to their labors, and would be of

great service to the cause of education, I would respectfully

suggest that the business of this department would be much

facilitated by-securing permanently the aid of these officers

in obtaining these lists.

The controversies that so frequently arise as to the legality

of district elections, might be prevented, to some extent, by

providing that a certificate of the result of such elections,

signed by the town superintendent and moderator of the dis-

trict, shall be filed in the office of the State Superintendent

;

and a law to this effect wouhl, no doubt, promote greater

regularity in the proceedings of district meetings called for

the purpose of electing trustees.

MONEYS RAISED FOR THE SUPPORT OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

The law provides that the inhabitants of townships may
raise by tax, or otherwise, in addition to the amount appor-

tioned to their use for school purposes, any further sum not
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exceeding three dollars, for cnch child contained in the lists

transmitted by the Trustees to the Town Superintendents.

In some townships, no money whatever is raised by tax;

in many the sum thus raised falls far short of three dollars,

and in others the limit of the huv is always attained. In some

townships regret is often expressed that the limited amount

should be so small, and to such townships it would be a mat-

ter for congratulation could the hiw be so modified as to per-

mit them to do more for the support of schools. It is hardly

necessary to enter into any argument in favor of such an

amendment of the law, for, certainly, no argument could be

opposed to it, inasmuch as the amount assessed must, after

all, be decided by a majority of the inhabitants ; and the pro-

bability that a majority would over-tax themselves for educa-

tional purposes, is about as great as the probability that a

mnjority would resolve to commit suicide.

It cannot be denied that the appropriations made by the

State are inadequate to the support of the public schools ; at

the same time, it being impossible to deny the value of edu-

cation, of good schools, and of good teachers, it becomes neces-

sary to inquire how, under the circumstances, these shall be

secured ? The law, at section 7 of the supplement approved

March 14, 1851, makes it the duty of the trustees of school

districts to maintain free schools. Now, let the apportion-

ment to any district be ever so small, undoubtedly a free

school may be therein supported, if an application of the term

school may be made without regard to its legitimate meaning,

or without regard to time, placeor the requirements ofcommon
sense ; but the law, by its other provisions, evidently contem-

plates that a school shall be a place of education, and that it

shall afford to the district in which it is located ample facili-

ties for acquiring the rudiments of learning, If a district

fail to maintain a school of this character, the question arises

whether such district is entitled by the provisions of the act

to any portion of the public fund. There can be no difficulty

in arriving at a satisfactory solution of this question in view
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of the fact that the law enables a district to provide the

requisite means to maintain a free school by taxation. If

then sciiools of the character contemplated by the law cannot

be maintained in certain districts by means of the public

fund, together with the amount of tax at present authorized

to be raised, there is evident propriety in such an amendment

of the law as shall n-lieve such districts from embarrassment.

F. W. RICORD,
tS'tatc Supej'hitendent of Public Schools.
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INTERPRETATION OF THE SCHOOL LAW.

Question.—Can a district trustee, or any other person,

legally claim any part of the public money apportioned to

his district, to pay for the tuition of his children wherever he

may choose to send them to school ?

Answer.—1. The law does not intend to deny the benefits

of the school fund to children whom circumstances may have

separated from their domicil, but appears to leave it with the

trustees to judge of the eligibility of the children within their

respective districts to these benefits.

2. The trustees of a school district have no power to author-

ize any part of the school fund placed in the hands of the

town superintendent, to be applied to the support of a school,

or schools, not within their township.

3. The trustees of a school district, in making out a list of

the children capable of attending school between the ages of

five and eighteen years, may include therein every such child

actually living within such district, without reference to the

domicil of its parents, and such trustees have authority to

include in said lists only such children as have an acknowl-

edged abode in such districts.

Question.—Can a legally incorporated district be altered

without a majority vote of the taxable inhabitants of said

district ?

Answer.—It cannot.

Question.—Can a new district be formed from a part of an
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incorporated district without the consent of a majority of the

taxable inliabitants of said incorporated district ?

Ansirer.—The formation of a new district from apart of an

incorporated district wouhl certainly be an alteration of such

incorporated district ; and tlie law provides in the most clear

terms that an incorporated district shall not be abolished or

altered without the consent of a majority of the taxable in-

habitants of said district.

Question.—What is the law respecting; the application of

the school fund, when a district is formed from parts of three

tewnships which raise by tax unequal sums of money for the

support of public schools ?

Ayiswer.—The law, without making any special provisions

for such cases, obliges town superintendents to apportion the

school money belonging to their respective townships among

the several school districts, in the ratio of the number of

children therein entitled to its benefits ; and obliges them,

likewise, to apportion said money in the same ratio among

those sections of their respective townships which, united with

sections of adjoining townships, form districts lying ivhoUy in

none ; so does the law oblige them to pay the money thus

apportioned for the purposes of education, upon the written

order of the trustees of the districts lying either wholly or

partly within their respective townships.

Evidently, the inhabitants of a district formed as in this

case, pay unequally for common benefits and privileges ; but

there is no remedy except in an agreement to reconstruct

said district, which agreement may be entered into by the

town superintendents of the townships in which such district

may lie.

Quextion.—Can the officers of a school district legally en-

force the payment of assessments levied upon parents for the

instruction of their children in the district school ?

Anmrrr.—It is evidently the design of the "Act to es-

tablish Public Schools," to extend the benefits of education,

without partiality, to the children of all the citizens of the
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State. Witli this intention, an equitable division of the school

fund is made by Law among the several townships, to furnish

therein, so far as it can, the necessary means of instruction

for all the children not less than five nor over eighteen years

of age. But the amount of money thus aflbrded being small,

the itdiabitants of the several townships throughout the State

arc authorized, at their town meetings, to raise by tax, or

otherwise, in addition to the amount appropriated to their use

by the State, such further sum of money as they may deem

proper for the support of public schools, not exceeding three

dollars for each child contained in the lists transmitted by the

several district trustees to the town superintendents, in the

year previous to holding such town meetings. Besides this,

the trustees of an incorporated district are empowered to call

meetings of the taxable inhabitants of said district ; which

inhabitants so assembled, have power, by the consent of two-

thirds of those present, to raise by tax any such sum of

money as such two-thirds may agree to, in addition to the

money apportioned to said district. These are the only means

authorized by law for raising money for the support of public

schools ; and schools maintained by the money so raised, must

be free to all the children over five and under eighteen years

of age within the district in which they are respectively lo-

cated. It is necessary, then, to decide that the law does not

authorize the trustees of a school district to enforce the col-

lection of money levied in any other manner for the purpose

of maintaining public schools.

Question.—Can the trustees of an incorporated school dis-

trict establish and maintain more than one school in said

district ?

Atisiver.—There is nothing in the law that forbids the

trustees of an incorporated school district to establish in said

district, two or more schools, if they see proper ; on the con-

trary, the phraseology of the law authorizes them to do this.

(See Nixon's Dig., page 739., sec. 11.)

Questioti.—In case the trustees of a school district neglect
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to transnilt to the town Miporintendont, within the time re-

quired by hiw, a list of the (.•hildren of tlicir district capable

of attending school, is said district entitled to any part of the

money apportioned to the township in which it is located?

Afiinn-}:—In the apportionment of the school fund, the law

intends to distribute the benefits derivable from said fund

equally among such children of the State aa may be entitled

thereto. The conditions upon which these children may be

entitled to these benefits, the law determines, and their in-

terests it guards to some extent, by penalties attached to the

neglect of certain duties on the part of those appointed to

watch over these interests. (See Nix. Dig., p. 735, sec. ix.)

The conditions upon which each child receives his share of

the benefits arising from said money, are that he shall be

between the ages of five and eighteen years ; that he shall be

numbered in the district in which he lives, and that the names

of his parents or guardian shall accompany his own name in

the lists required to be transmitted by the trustees to the

town superintendent, and by said superintendent transmitted

to the board of chosen freeholders. The apportionment, then,

made to each township, might be said to be made for the educa-

tion of the children named in the lists of such township, to

each so named an equal share.

If through the ncglifjence of the district trustees of a

township, a list of the children of only one district should be

transmitted to the board of chosen freeholders, it would be

manifestly unjust to divide the apportionment made to this

number of children among all the children of other townships;

and if unjust in such a case, it would be unjust, and doubt-

less unlawful, in the case cited. It is then necessary to de-

cide that the money apportioned to a township should be ap-

plied to the purposes of education only in the districts whereof

the children entitled to such education have been duly re-

ported to the town superintendent, and by him reported ac-

cording to law, to the board of chosen freeholders of the

county wherein said township is located.
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Question.—If it be desirable to alter an incorporated dis-

trict, liow shall the consent of the majority of the taxable

inhabitants thereof be obtained ; shall it be by circulating a

petition, or by vote at a meeting called for that purpose ?

Anaivcr.—The law is not definite upon this point. It

would seem to be sufficient that the town superintendent alone,

by whom the alteration is required to be made, should be

satisfied that the majority of the legal voters of the district

desire such alteration. But the trustees also should be satis-

fied on this point. The consent of the majority of the legal

voters of the district may be obtained in any way that is con-

venient and sufficiently decisive to justify the action of the

town superintendent and to enable him and the trustees to

make the proper certificate of the alteration that baa been

demanded and consummated.

Question.—How shall the number of votes in a district be

determined ; and if by canvassing, who is to pay, and what

sum is to be paid for such service ?

Answer.—The law requires the town superintendent and

the trustees to be satisfied as to the wishes of the taxable in-

habitants of an incorporated district before altering it. Now
if any sacrifice of time is required on the part of the town

superintendent in order to perform the duty here assigned to

him by the law, he is fairly entitled to compensation therefor

at the rate of one dollar per day, to be paid agreeably to the

provisions of said law ; and the information necessary to de-

cide his own action may be obtained by him, he being a man
of intelligence, with great accuracy and in such a form that

it cannot fail tQ satisfy the trustees, if they have any dispo-

sition to be satisfied on the subject.

Question.—How shall a vote be taken to raise extra money

for school purposes, for enlarging or erecting new build-

ings, &c. ?

Answei-.—The law is perfectly clear as to the mode of call-

ing the meeting for this purpose, though it does not indicate

the manner in which the vote shall be taken. This mav be
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done in any way wliercby tlie -wLshcg of two-thlrJs of those

present may be satisfactorily made known. It should distinctly

appear by the sworn certificate delivorc<l by the trustees to

the assessor that two-thirds of the inhabitants present at the

meeting voted in favor of the resolution to raise the sum as-

sessed ; the certificate should show that the law has been

complied with. (See Dutcher's Rep., Vol. I, p. 73.)

Question.—On a vote taken in a promi.scuous meeting of

all citizens, voters and not voters, viva voce, would it be law-

ful, or proper, for the trustees to give notice to the assessor to

levy such tax as may be voted for in that manner, by two

thirds or any greater number of those present ?

Answer—At every district meeting it is the duty of the

trustees to ascertain definitely and without unnecessary delay,

the wishes of these present. But if the meeting is evidently

composed largely of those not entitled to vote, a viva voce

expression should not be resorted to in the decision of an

important question, unless it is very clear that all present

are of one mind. The imposition of taxes is one of the most

important functions of government, and its exercise should

not be committed to a "promiscuous meeting." Persons in

authority cannot take too much care to see that this power is

used only by those upon whom the law confers it. The cer-

tificate delivered by the trustees to the assessor must be

sworn to ; and the trustees should be careful to have the

vote taken in such a manner that they can comply with the

requirements of the law.

Question.—Is a teacher obliged by law to receive children

into his school who are under five and over eighteen years of

age?

A7i8W€r.—Children between the ages of five and eighteen

years alone are entitled to the benefits derivable from the

apportionments of the school money. A child whose age is

not within these limits should not be admitted as a pupil in

a district school.

Question.—If a child does not conduct himself properly



81

on the way to school and from school, whose place is it to

correct him; the teacher's or the parents?

Answer.—Upon this point it is impossible to ^\\c an opin-

ion based i^pon legislative enactments or judicial dicta ; and

it must be regarded simply as advice when it is here said

that a teacher's authority over a pupil is ample enough to

enable him to secure harmony, punctuality and proficiency

among those confided to his care ; thus, if one boy beat ano-

ther on the way to school, and the harmony of said school is

thereby disturbed, the teacher has a right to punish such

conduct as an offence against the school government. If a

boy loiter upon his way to school, and arrive at a late hour,

the teacher has a right to punish him for such loitering as an

offence against the law requiring punctuality in attendance.

If a boy neglect to study at home, or elsewhere, the lesson

which he has been commanded to learn before the commence-

ment of the morning session, the teacher has a right to punish

him for such neglect as an offence against the requirement to

be proficient in study. While I am of opinion that a teach-

er's authority is thus broad, I would not have it follow tliat a

parent's authority is thereby any wise diminished. On the

contrary, jurisdiction in such cases seems to be concurrent

;

and innumerable precedents appear to invest both teacher

and parent with a right to review the judicial and ministerial

acts, one of the other, and to make such improvements there-

upon as either may deem important.

Question.—Should children residing in a district where

they may have school privileges, be received into the school

of another district free of charge ?

Ansiver.—Inasmuch as the quota of the state fund appor-

tioned to a school district is in the ratio of the number of

children in such district, it must be given for the education

of the children alone living in such district, and must be used

for that purpose only ; each child living within the district

being entitled to an equal share, and no child of another dis-

trict having a right to diminish that share. Nevertheless, in

6
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the same township, a chiUl living in one district may go to

school in another district, with the consent of the superin-

tendent, and the trustees of both districts, it being agreed

among them that such child's share of the school fund shall

go to the district in which he attends school.

Question.—If children attend school in a district in which

they do not live, are not their parents chargeable for their

instruction, and should not the money thus obtained be added

to the fund of the district in which they attend school, and

be accounted for by the trustees ?

Ansiver.—In addition to the answer immediately preceding

this question, it may, in reply, be proper to add that the State

can exercise no control over money voluntarily contributed

for the support of its schools until said money is paid into

the hands of the town superintendent, when it will, of course,

become the duty of the state superintendent to see that such

money is fairly applied.

Que8tio7i.—Have the trustees of a district a right to close

the doors of a school house against a long established Sabbath

school composed of the children of the district ?

Answer.—The trustees of a school district have, undoubt-

edly, a right to keep the school house doors closed, whenever

they do not thereby defeat the object for which said house is

intended to be used.

Question.—Can the trustees of an incorporated school dis-

trict expend more than twenty dollars during the year for the

repair of school houses without being specially authorized to

do so by the inhabitants at a district meeting.

Ayiswer.—The trustees of an incorporated school district

are, unquestionably, bound to apply the money authorized to

be raised by tax in accordance with the wishes of the inhabit-

ants as expressed by them at the meeting when such money

was authorized to be raised. At the same time, such trus-

tees, in the absence of positive and clear instructions on the

part of their constituents, have power to expend the school

money as they shall deem for the best interests of the district,
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provided tlicy apply it cxclusivelj for tlie purposes of educa-

tion.

Question.—Is it according to the true intent of the law that

county examiners must examine teachers who are possessed

of a Normal School diploma.

Ansiver.—The law makes no exceptions in favor of those

possessing diplouuis, or other certificates from learned insti-

tutions, though the graduates of our State Normal School

are, no doubt, fully competent to instruct in any of our pub-

lic schools. The trustees and patrons of a district school have

a right to be fully satisfied as to the mental and moral quali-

fications of the teacher to whom they entrust the training of

their children, and any law that might deprive them of this

Tsould be unjust.

Question.—Would it be violating the law to pay an order

in favor of a teacher possessed of a Normal diploma, or a

State certificate, and not in possession of a district, town or

county license ?

Ansiver.—The law recognises no other license than that

granted by the board of examiners, which is "restricted to

the county where the same may bo given," and the license

granted by the town superintendent, which is " restricted to

the district where the same may be given." Consequently

the diploma of a Normal School, or of any other institution

of learning, confers no title to the public funds. And if a

teacher does not possess a license recognized by the law, he

is not entitled to receive any amount of the public money

;

and if he is not entitled to receive any amount of the public

money, it would be clearly unlawful to pay him any amount

of the public money. But an unlicensed teacher, like any

other person, may have claims for services rendered upon

those who have employed him. The State, by an explicit

statute, forbids the payment to him of the public money, but

those who take the responsibility of employing him are not

thereby relieved of an obligation to pay him according to

contract for his labors.
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Question.—After the appropriation of public money, to

whom docs it belong, the i>tate, county, or district?

Answer.—The State does not lose its control over the pub-

lic money, even after it has been placed in the hands of the

township ofBcer, as may be seen by reference to section 14 of

the act of April 17, 18-46, whicii provides that it shall be the

duty of the State Superintendent to see that the moneys ap-

propriated for the support of public schools are fairly ap-

plied.

Question.—Have superintendents or county examiners a

right to revoke licenses that are now unlimited, the possessor's

character being untarnished?

Answer.—The law clearly provides that a teacher's license

may be revoked and renewed at the pleasure of the party

empowered to grant it.

Question.—Can a district lying partly in one township and

partly in another, be altered without the consent of the su-

perintendents of both townships ?

Answer.—Section o of the act approved April 17, 1846,

provides that "in case a district can be more conveniently

formed of parts of two or more adjacent townships, or coun-

ties, it shall be lawful for the town superintendents of such

adjacent townships to make such division." The action of

the town superintendents in such a matter is of the nature of

a bargain, unalterable except by mutual consent of the parties

making it, or of their successors.

Question.—Can a school district be legally altered Avithout

the consent of the inhabitants, or of the trustees of said dis-

trict, and in opposition to their wishes?

Ans^wer.—Section 17 of "An act to establish Public

Schools," approved April 17, 1846, provides that: "In the

erection or alteration of a school district, the trustees of any

district to he affected thereby, may apply to the township com-

mittee to be associated with the town superintendent, and

their action shall be final." "Which section evidently recog-

nizes the riiiht of the trustees of a school district to be noti-
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fied of any altoration thereof contemplated hj the town

superintendent, in order tliat, in case of dissatisfaction on

their part, they may make use of such means as the law

provides for preventing such alterations.

I admit that this section of the law docs not require the

town superintendent, before altering a district, to serve a

formal notice of his intention upon the trustees, but in its

phraseology, and its provisions, it intends, beyond a doubt,

that school districts shall not be altered without the knowl-

edge of the trnstecs of such district.

While, then, I am of opinion that a town superintendent,

in the alteration of a school district, is not obliged to obtain

the consent of a majority of the inhabitants thereof; and

while I am also of opinion that such alteration would be

lawful, (thougli in opposition to the wishes of the trustees,) if

consummated with their knowledge, and without protest or

appeal on their part, I am, on the other hand, of opinion that

such alteration made covertly and Avithout their knowledge,

would be a disregard of the spirit, the phraseology and the

provisions of the law, and that any such action to alter a

school district would be void ab initio.

Question.—Can a town superintendent lawfully apply the

public moneys in his hands to the improvement of a building

hired for a district school ?

Ansivcr.—Section 20 of the *'Act to establish Public

Schools," approved April 17, 1846, is in these words: "All

moneys received by the town superintendent shall be applied

exclusively to the purposes of education."

It cannot, jiorhaps, be said that money expended in pro-

viding, or repairing a school house, is not applied "to the

purposes of education;" but there must certainly be some

limit to expenditures of this kind, or the trustees of a school

district might lay out their money, from year to year, without

affording the least benefit to those immediately entitled to it

;

and this limit is, in my opinion, aimed at, and virtually made,

in section 11 of the supplement approved March 14, 1851.
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This section provides that, ''in case the trustees of any in-

corporated school district shall desire to purchase lands, &c.,

or to build or enlarge a school house, or to expend in repairs

a larger sum in any one year than twenty dollars, &c,, such

trustees may call a meeting of the taxable inhabitants, &c.,

to authorize such trustees to purchase, build, enlarge, re-

pair, &c.

It is fair to infer from this section that the law docs not

contemplate that the school fund shall be used for the pur-

chase of land, the building of school houses, or for repairs

beyond the sum of twenty dollars ; but rather intends that

said money shall not be so used, <'yen by incorporated districts^

unless the inhabitants thereof are first called together, and

the consent obtained of two-thirds of those present.

Question.—At a school district election held in conformity

with the requirements of the law, Mr. Smith received eighteen

votes and Mr. Jones received thirteen votes. Five of the

votes ascertained to have been given to Mr. Smith were ille-

gal, were challenged when offered, but ordered to be received

by the presiding officer. Mr. Smith was declared to have

been elected. Mr. Jones, however, claims the office ; and of

the other two members of the board of trustees, one sides

with him, while the other sides with Mr. Smith; which of them

is the lawful trustee ?

Anatver.—1. Whatever may have been the character of

the votes polled at the election above described, Mr. Smith

is nominally a trustee of the district, said office having beea

given to him by votes, the legality or illegality of which must

be supposed to have been fairly canvassed, at the time, by the

officer authorized to perform this duty, which officer decided

that the said Mr. Smith had received a majority of the votes

then and there polled.

2. By virtue of the decision of said officer, Mr. Smith,

without imperilling any other person than himself, may exer-

cise all the rights and discharge all the duties of a trustee of

the district, and his name signed by him as trustee to any
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order upon the town supcrintentlcnt possesses as much force

as the name of any hiwful trustee of the same district.

3. Whatever may be the decision of the officer presiding

over a popular election, the effect thereof is not such as to

preclude an investigation of the legal result of said election,

and this decision may be reversed by the court competent to

investigate the matter. In the present case, as in similar

cases, the statute provides that the Attorney General may
proceed, at the relation of any person or persons desiring to

sue or prosecute the same.



THE NORMAL SCHOOL

New Jersey State Normal School,

Trenton, Jan. 1, 1861. }

To tlie State Superintendent of Public .Scliooh :

Sir :—I have the honor to submit, in compliance with your

request, the following facts, statistics, and suggestions con-

cerning this Institution for the year about to close. It is a

subject of congratulation that the year has been one of unin-

terrupted prosperity to the Normal School in all its depart-

ments. Through its benign influence in raising up a superior

order of teachers and in arousing a more active and a higher

public sentiment, the public schools of New Jersey have, it is

believed, made more real progress during the past year than

during any similar period in their history. The success of its

graduates has thus far been much greater than its most sanguine

friends had dared to hope. Wherever they have gone, im-

proved methods of training have been introduced, a livelier

interest has been awakened among both children and parents,

and a decided impetus has thus been imparted to the great

work of reform now going forward in the schools of the peo

jde. The Institution has already vindicated the wisdom and

foresight of its founders and demonstrated its own necessity

as the logical head of a true system of public instruction.
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NUMBER IN ATTENDANCE.

The attendance for the year in the Normal Scbool and

brunches is shown by the subjoined figures.

Male. Female. Totnl.

Normal School, February term, 32 79 111

Farnum Preparatory School, Feb. term, 48 42 90

Model School, February term, 107 104 211

187 225 412

Normal School, September term, 26

Farnum Preparatory School, Sep. term, 38

Model School, September term, 110

174

68
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The number of graduates since the last report is

—

Males. FumaleK. Total.

January, 10 28 38

July, * 3 7 10

A new regulation has been adopted with regard to the

graduation of the classes. This regulation requires that all

who have not taught a sufficient length of time to vindicate

their ability to succeed in the management of pujjlic shools,

shall first be actually engaged as teachers for si.\ months,

and shall furnish to the Principal satisfactory evidence of

success before receiving a diploma. All such are accordingly

"passed" only in respect to scholarship and a theoretical

knowledge of their professional recjun-ements, at the time of

leaving the Institution. Under the operation of this regulation

a class of 10 persons was "passed" in July last. Of this

number, seven have actually taught, all of whom have proved

to be successful, and will receive a diploma of full graduation

at the close of the present term. Hereafter a cla.ss will be

passed at the close of each term, and will enter upon their

period of probation as above described. Tiiis plan has been

rendered necessary by the practice of receiving new recruits

at the opening of each session, and by other considerations,

which will be fully elucidated in the fortlicoming report of

the Board of Trustees.

UNDERGRADUATES.

Only two-thirds of those entering the Normal School are

able to complete its course of training and receive its final

honors. Out of more than four hundred thus received, but

little more than one hundred have graduated. It will hence

be seen that a large majority of those who go out to teach,

and who are thus actually employed, are not fitted fiiirly and

properly to represent its metiiods and its spirit. Neverthe-

less, a large proportion even of these have done nobly and

well. How much more satisfactory they would discharge
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tlielr arduous duties could thoy complete the preparation

thus begun, I leave you to infer. Many of this class arc

prevented from accomplishing their laudahlc purposes in this

respect by pecuniary inability. Teachers of both sexes are

so poorly paid that it is with difficulty that they can obtain

a livelihood while in active service ; much less are they able

to accumulate a sum sufficient to support themselves while

going through a two years' course of special preparation.

May I not be allowed to suggest, therefore, that the Leg-

islature cannot perform a more wise or beneficent act than

to appropriate an annual sum of ^IjOOO in aid of indigent

and meritorious students who are desirous of entering the

service of the public in the capacity of. instructors of youth.

This practice prevails in other states, and it has been a source

of inestimable blessings to the community, to say nothing of

the encouragement it has aff'orded to those whom chill penury

would otherAvise have condemned to a hopeless mediocrity

and a life of seclusion.

There are some ot those who have spent but a few months

at the Normal School, and who have grasped but little of the

good it confers, that have done much injury to the cause by

their failure to meet the expectations of their employers.

School officers should never take such persons on trust. If

they claim to be graduates, the truth or falsity of the as-

sumption may easily be tested by a requisition for the pro-

duction of the diploma. And further, a proper examination

of the candidate would soon test his fitness for a position

irrespective of his claims to graduation. As the diploma of

the Normal School does not exempt its possessor from the

usual examinations by the town superintendents or county

examiners of public schools, it is to be hoped that all will

alike be subjected to this rigorous ordeal without favor. The

well being and happiness, not only present but prospective,

of the long coming generations that surge over the theatre of

life, is a matter too vitally important to be left to the arbitra-

ment of unskilled, incompetent guides. That well being and
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happiness preeminently depend upon the influences, both

conscious and unconscious, that emanate from the teachers of

our land. What manner of persons shall they be ? This is

the great question of the hour. Alas ! how little is it heed-

ed ! The examination of teachers is a duty of transcendent

importance, and yet it is too ofen but a formal farce " !to im-

potent as to invite the defeat " of the noble ends it is designed

to subserve. Let all who aspire to the "sovereignty " of a

common school, whether trained or untrained for their special

work, be subjected to its utmost rigors.

COURSE OF STUDY.

The course of study has been considerably modified during

the past year, by the introduction of several branches in the

department of Natural Science. Among these may be named

Geology, Experimental Chemistry, and Scientific Agriculture.

But little more than a beginning has thus far been made in

these useful branches, but the utility of the innovation has

been satisfactorily established, in the greater interest mani-

fested in their studies by the students, and by the decidedly

practical turn which it has given to their rcilections and their

aims. This result is particularly shown in connection with

the agricultural studies, which have excited unusual attention

and stimulated much inquiry and discussion. It is believed

that the introduction of this subject will prove an invaluable

boon to the farming interest of the State, by popularizing,

through the teachers of our public schools, a knowledge of

the principles upon which all successful agricultui-al operations

are based.

INFLUENCE OF THE NORMAL SCHOOL UPON TUB CAUSE OF

EDUCATION IN NEW JERSEY.

That this institution has been one of the most powerful

causes of the present vigorous educational movement of this
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State, win 1)0 qncstlonod by few, if any, intolli^^'ont observers.

It has sent forth nearly four lumdrrd persons, v/ith more or

less of special preparation and professional zeal for the great

work of the age. It has been visited by thousands of ad-

miring citizens from every (luarter of the State. The Press

has with commendable fidelity set forth its peculiar merits,

its distinctive aims. Its pupils have not only aroused the

slumbering people from their apathy and indifference to the

great cause, but they have stimulated their professional breth-

ren to new life, to greater industry, to higher aims, through

their superior example in respect to better methods and a

genuine enthusiasm. Not only have many of the most im-

portant schools in the State been revolutionised, but entire

neighborhoods, townships, and almost counties, have been

powerfully stimulated to activity of effort in behalf of the

schools of the people.

The influence of the school is now felt and acknowled^'ed

in the County Institutes, and in the State Association. It is

beginning to be acknowledged even in the academic and col-

legiate institutions of the State. Indeed the time is not dis-

tant when these seminaries will receive a powerful impetus

from the improved condition of the primary schools conse-

quent upon the adoption of the superior methods inculcated

at the Normal School. The time is near at hand when it will

be universally admitted that Normal Schools are the prime ne-

cessity of every school system, and that without them the

schools of the people must languish and die. If it be true

that the teacher makes the school it is equally true that the

Normal School makes the teacher, by filling his soul with that

love for his work Avithout which he must be little less than a

formalist and time-server in the great vinyard where minds

are trained and hearts are cultured for life and immortalitv.

Is it not time then that the attention of the legislature

should be directed to the conservation of an agency frauo-ht

with such infinite blessings to the people ? To retreat in the

battle against ignorance is death. To advance is victory and
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conquest. Education is not only the safety but the life of the

nation. Why Jo the storms of passion rage? Why are the

foundations of the government shaken to the very base ^

Why are we at this hour engaged in unfraternal and unchris-

tian strife? Said Washington, "Promote as an object of />ri-

mary importance, institutions for the general diffusion of

knowledge." " Education is the cheap defence of nations."

Every school house with an intelligent teacher is a light house

of freedom, a temple of peace, a pledge of security, of bro-

therly kindness, of good will. Let us build up the common

school then. Let us widen and deepen these sources of intel-

ligence, these springs of virtuous action, that the coming gen-

erations may learn that

•' The only amaranthine flower on earth

Is virtue, the only lasting treasure truth."

and that
" Religion! she is the joy of man, his better wealth,

The richest
!"

Let education in its higher, nobler sense, by universal dif-

fusion, become a universal blessing. Let it be shown that by

ignorance the '"soul is twice lost; first starved and dwarfed

on earth, then doomed hereafter."

Respectfully submitted,

WM. F. PHELPS,
Principal.



RErORTS OF TOWN SUPERINTENDENTS.

ATLANTIC COUNTY.

EGG HARBOR.

I VN'ould suggest that the State Superintendent be author-

ized (if he has not already the power,) to furnish, at the ex-

pense of the State, each public school in the State "with a

proper blank register, which shall be the property of the

district, for in this township each teacher has his own register,

and generally when he leaves the school he takes it with him

so that there is no record of the school left, and thus the

intention of the law is not accomplished.

DAVID LAKE,
Town Superintendent.

GALLOWAY.

I herewith transmit the annual reports of this township as

far as I have been able to get them. The interest in educa-

tion is increasing I think very rapidly. Free schools have

been kept some part of the year in all the districts except No.

2, in which they have had some difficulty in regard to the
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occupancy of the school house by two different religious de-

nominations, by each of which it is claimed ; this difficulty

will be obviated in time. The Board of Chosen Freehohlers

made a good selection of examiners and visitors for this

county.

GIDEON CONOVER,
Town Superintendent.

MULLICA.

Agreeable to law I have the honor to transmit to you the

usual report on the condition of the public schools in Mullica

township.

We have five hundred and sixteen children entitled to pub-

lic instruction. These, a.s you are probably aware, are out

of a sparse population, (the town.fliip being some thirteen

miles long and eight wide,) and the fact of our having six

school districts, that all may be as convenient to school as is

possible, exhausts the public moneys appropriated for school

purposes, without giving to the children of the several dis-

tricts the advantages of schoo llittle more than six months

in each year.

We raised this year by tax for the support of schools, two

dollars per capita for all children contained in the township

between the ages of five and eighteen years. Tjiere seems a

manifest disposition to increase the amount. This gratifying

fact is the incentive to greater action on the part of our citi-

zens to establish our public school enterprise in the township

on a broader and firmer basis.

The whole amount of money appropriated for school pur-

poses this year is $1,11)7 1'6, whicli is made up in the follow-

ing manner : Due from last year, $78 63 ; received from the

State, $200 08 ; raised by tax, $018 7o. Of this amount,

$950 00 have already come into my hands. Of this sum I
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have paid out for tuition, kc, §3GG 09, leaving a balance in

my hands of ^f)Hii 97.

Our school liouscs within the township are six in number,

the most of which are not in the modern style of school

house architecture, nor have they the late improvements of

desks, &c.

The subject of ventilation, with some of our trustees,

amounts to a mania; free ingress and egrees of air being

allowed both winter and summer.

Grammar and geography, with the elementary branches

pertaining to an English education, are taught in all our

schools. They are now all supplied for the first time with

Webster's Unabridged, and Lippincott's Gazetteer.

We have no teachers from the New Jersey Normal School,

but have some good ones from "Yankee land." These are

all possessed of a license, and attest the efficiency of our

most excellent board of examiners.

SAMUEL STILLE,

Totvn Superintendent.

WEYMOUTH.

Inclosed you will find my report, but I cannot vouch for it

being exactly correct, as I cannot impress the minds of all

the trustees and teachers with the importance of making

their returns. We have no schools after the public money is

expended, and there is little or no interest manifested about

school until the next year. Our township is bounded by

Tuckahoe and Egg Harbor rivers on two sides, and the set-

tlements are adjacent to those rivers. Back from those rivers

there are twenty or thirty children from four to five miles

from any school house, and they are most in need of public

aid. Is there no way for them to draw their quota of the

public money ?

JOHN IIOGAN,
ToiL'n Superintendent.

7
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BERGEN COUNTY.

HACKENSACK.

Three of the public schools of this township are free schools.

All tlie school houses, with but a single exception, are in ex-

cellent condition, and generally, amply provided with all the

modern improvements which have become to be considered

necessities.

The teachers are well qualified to fill the stations they

severally occupy, and give satisfaction to their trustees.

A constantly increasing interest in the cause of popular

education is clearly apparent in this township. Public educa-

tion, compared with what it was ten years ago, exhibits a

marked change for the better. In proof of which it may be

stated tliat in 1850 there were in this township eight hundred

and thirty-three children of legal school age, and the average

attendance less than four hundred. The whole amount of

moneys received from all sources was as follows, viz

:

From school fund, .... ?289 19

" interest of surplus revenue, . . 336 23

" town tax, . . . . 242 15

Total, ..... §807 57

The town tax collected in 1859 was 1000 per cent, more

than in 1850.

In 1850, a district containing one hundred and thirty-five

children, and receiving ^141 70 for the whole year from all

sources, was, in that year, by a special act of the legislature,

incorpo'-ati d ; which act still remains in force. Now the dis-

trict contains two hundred and forty-one cliildren, and re-

ceives from all sources s? 1,144 35. The difference in the

I
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character of the school and teachers employed fifteen years

ago and now, is about in a ratio with the moneys received ten

years ago and now. The same may be said of nearly all the

schools of the present day in this region.

JOHN VAN BRUNT,
Town Superintendent.

HARRINGTON.

It has been neglected by the freeholders of our county to

appoint examiners for the last two years, but last spring they

once more appointed two, both of whom are experienced and

practical teachers. The condition of our schools is much the

same as last year.

They have all been kept open the whole year, allowance

being made for usual vacations. We have one district which

has kept a free school. In the remaining four, the tuition

varies from one to two cents per day.

It is impossible to furnish correct statistics with regard to

the number of children who have attended the different

periods of time, for the record is often kept on a sheet of

paper, and when the quarter terminates it disappears.

C. TANNER,
Toivn Superintendent.

HOHOKUS.

I regret my inability to give the desired information bv

answering the questions contained in your third series, es-

pecially with regard to the attendance of the scholars, as a

majority of the present teachers have not been employed half

the time during the past year, although some of the teachers

are punctual in making out their reports, while others neMect

to report, we cannot obtain the desired information. I hope

some means may be devised to obviate this difficulty.
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I am happy to sec an improvement in the qualification of

teachers ; county examiners have been appointed, and, I

trust, a proper standard for the qualification of teachers will

be adopted, althouf^h they may meet with some opposition.

The Teachers' Institute which was held in Washington

township, in November last, has given an impetus to the

teachers of Ilohokus township, the effects of which, I trust,

will be seen in the conduct of their scholars for years to

come. A majority of the teachers are females, and I am
happy to see an improvement in the schools during the past

year, and an increased interest manifested in the cause of

education ; and I hope the day is not far distant, when Ilo-

hokus township shall not be a whit behind any of her sister

townships in training the young and rising generation, and

qualifying them to become good citizens.

JOHN A. TERIIUNE,
Toicn Superintendent.

LODI.

In compliance with your request, I have filled up the blanks

in the "series of questions" sent to me, to the best of my
ability, from the reports I have received from the trustees.

It gives me great pleasure to hear that the three schools

in our township are in active operation, which has not been

the case for more than two years, from causes over which the

superintendent has had no control, and must be attributed

mainly to the lack of interest felt by the parents and citizens

in the education of their children. At the last annual elec-

tion of trustees, the superintendent endeavored to arouse the

citizens of the district to a sense of their duty in this matter.

The result was the election of trustees who have taken a

greater interest in the e<lucation of the neglected children,

so that the school house, which has been closed for many

months, is again opened, with the prospect of continuing all
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the winter, and it is hoped they will be ahle to erect a new

school house in the spring, as the one now occupied is wholly

unfit for the purpose.

The other schools in the township have been open all the

year. The largest one has been free for nearly three years,

but owing to the increase in our population, the numbers at-

tending school have greatly enlarged, so that an assistant

teacher was absolutely requisite. Our funds therefore have

fallen short, and a tax of fifty cents has been made on each

scholar, the first tax in three years. It is hoped this will be

overcome at our next election by an increase of school tax.

I have visited the schools several times during the year,

and attended the examinations when I have been informed,

and have always been pleased with the result of my visits.

ROBT. W. FARR,
Town Superintendent.

NEW BARBADOES.

I herewith send you answers to printed questions which I

think will be satisfactory. All schools under my charge are

in a flourishing condition. All the teachers are now licensed,

(although not without some difficulty) ; they now appear to

consider themselves upon an equal footing professionally.

The people generally manifest considerable interest in educa-

tional affairs ; and the time, I am happy to say, is not far

distant when schools in this section of New Jersey will take

the first rank.

PETER ROMAINE,
Town Superintendent.

UNION.

In addition to the statistics herewith furnished you, in an-
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swer to the questions you transmitted to me, I desire to record

a word of encouragement to the friends of popular education.

The universal complaint that parents do not visit the

schools, is not out of place here. Were they made fully

aware of the encouragement bestowed by occasional visits to

the school room, both to teachers and pupils, they would cer-

tainly not manifest so little concern.

This must not be construed, however, into indifference with

regard to the interest of schools. Education with them is no

longer regarded as a thing of secondary importance, but is

claimed as the secret of success in life, and secures the heaity

support of nearly all our citizens. The free school system is

now no doubtful experiment, and its success everywhere en-

courages us to hope that at no distant day New Jersey will

take another step in advance, and institute a system by which

the children of the poorest may enjoy the inestimable advan-

tages of a free education.

No legislative measure, however prolific of public good,

ever met with unanimous approval ; but from all I can judge,

a general free school system would not only be acceptable to

a large majority, but would be an incalculable boon to the

rising generation and a pillar of strength to the State.

I deem it unnecessary to recapitulate here any items of

information appended to your questions—they will speak for

themselves—and I trust are entirely correct.

JOHN GOW,
Town Superintendent.

WASHINGTON.

Enclosed you will find my statistics. I sincerely wish that

measures woubl be taken to ensure full and accurate returns.

Our schools have improved during the past year. In old

Hook, No. 1, with Mrs. Nelson, and Lower Pascack, No. 3,

Mr. Hennion, as teachers, we have had two efficient schools,
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such as it is a pleasure to visit, and they have been kept open

the whole year by the same teachers.

It is false economy to change teachers every few months,

and the children in such districts bear witness to the abser-

tion.

I would not employ for the winter the first young man that

came along, saying "he had nothing to do, he would like to

teach school," &c., if he would work for nothing and board

himself. The object in sending children to school is, not to

have them pass away the hours devote 1 to study, but to have

them acquire knowledge, and prepare for the active duties of

life.

Our schools like our houses, our barns, should be every-

where.

The genius of our institutions and the framework of our

government demand that intelligence be spread over our coun-

try, that it fill our factories, guide our ships, attend our mer-

cantile affairs, and preside over the varied callings of our busy

population, and the future welfare of each child depends in a

great measure upon the character of our primary schools, and

the elementary education that he receives.

GEO. B. BROWN,
Town Superintendent.

BURLINGTON COUNTY.

BEVERLY.

The interest manifested in our schools by the pepple of the

township is not as great as it ought to be, nor as great, I

think, as it would be if we had not the "Farnum School," a
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branch of the State Normal, among us, besides two other

good select schools.

These are all good and useful schools, yet they take up the

most advanced pupils, and lower the standard in our public

schools, and in this way, it seems to me, do not help, but

rather destroy the interest in the " free schools" as they are

called, which is nearly true, for one of our districts is entirely

free for about seven months per year, and another for ten,

(excepting one dollar a year entrance fee,) and the others

closed generally in the summer are in considerable part free

in the fall and winter.

The number of children reported by me docs not give a

fair view of the proportion of the children between five and

eighteen years attending school in this township, from the

fact of quite a number attending the schools above named,

and so not shown in my report.

The education of the "lower million," it seems to me, should

be ever dear to the heart of both philanthropist and patriot

statesman, and for this end a general system of education by

the State authority, having as few features about it as possi-

ble that tend to wound the sensibilities of the poor, and caus-

ing as general a mingling of the children of all classes on

terms of equality as is possible is very desirable and worthy

of our best and constant endeavors to effect. I hope that

New Jersey will ere long be found in the front ranks in this

matter, and whilst we have some "slow coaches" in their

opinions on this subject, we still have a large and growing

" free school" sentiment among us.

Some of our modern notions are evidently more showy than

useful, yet let us not look back but prune and trim as experi-

ence leads the way, giving all the time especial attention to

the foundation studies

—

{i. e. reading, writing, spelling, and

numbers,) for the sake of that large class whose time in school

is very limited, and then, in our "public schools," give what-

ever of "finish" may be practicable after that.

A. II. NICHOLS,
Town Superintendent.
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BURLINUTON.

I have the pleasure to report, that so far as my observation

has extended, the public mind seems to appreciate in a good

degree the cause of popular education.

Our public examinations arc not attended so largely by pa-

rents as they should be to show the teachers and scholars all

the enoourngcmont they deserve.

The same may, in general, be said of the trustees, but

when any unusual circumstances have made especial duties

necessary on their part, I am glad to state that they have

acted Avith commendable diligence.

The principal impediment to the prosperous working of our

schools has been the scarcity and tardiness with Avhich funds

due from the State have been supplied. Through this incon-

venience, all our school operations have been greatly embar-

rassed, it having been necessary to resort to borrowing money

to pay the expenses attending them, while one school has re-

mained without a teacher for a considerable part of the year,

and during the remainder, has been supported almost entirely

by private means, much to the dissatisfaction of the friends

of education in that district, to the misfortune of the chil-

dren, and I think it is just to say, to the discredit of the State.

H. S. HAINES,
Town Superintendent.

CHESTER.

The schools are all supplied with teachers in the districts of

the township, with one exception, and that is Friends Frame,

Westfield, which has not been kept open these two years, and

has consequently been thrown out, and is no longer styled a

district school. The schools all appear to be in a prosperous

condition, and there is more interest manifest than formerly

throughout the township as regards education. "We have no
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free schools as yet in the township, thou^li T am in hopes that

ere long we shall have them throughout the State. There has

been no board of examiners appointed by the county.

JOIIX S. STILES,

Town Superintendent.

MANSFIKLD.

As I was elected in March last I am unable to make as per-

fect and full report as I Avould wish to you, for there have

been many changes of teachers within the last year, and they

leaving without any report whatever, it is not in my power to

do any better. Our teachers, with some few exceptions, have

experience, and make teaching their business. They have

been regularly examined and licensed, according to law. No
examiners have been appointed in this county. The schools

are all free in this township, the teachers receiving three cents

per diem for each scholars' attendance. The schools have

generally been kept open the year past excepting the usual

vacation, and are mostly well attended. I have endeavored

to be in each school at least once every quarter, and have

been well pleased with the advancement some of them are

making, and I can truly say our schools are improving, but

it is a lamentable fact which cannot be denied, that we have

many parents and guardians in this towuship who do not avail

themselves of the opportunity they have of sending their chil-

dren regularly to school, notwithstanding the schools are free

and they have no objection to the teacher. The children are

allowed to spend much of their time at home or in the streets,

without any employment and under little or no control or re-

straint.

They will tell you they are very anxious their children

should obtain a good education, and yet will make no eflFort

for them to gain that education and seem to think it is of but
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little importance, but which I will take the liberty to tell them

'is of more value than all the wealth thoy possess.

We have one teacher from the State Normal School, who

is a credit to that institution.

JULIUS A. STEWART,
Town Superintendent.

MEDFORD.

I send herewith my report, Avhich is as correct (or as nearly

so) as the incomplete returns from the teachers permit. The

difficulty grows out of the change here generally in teachers

—females in summer, males in the winter ; dividing the year

into two terms, those leaving in the interval taking their lists

of attendance away with them. The matter of keeping a

permanent school register, though often urged, is as yet but

little attended to. But little interest is manifested by the

people generally in regard to their public schools. We have

none entirely free ; but a small sum (only §204) raised by

taxation, and as you may readily infer no very flourishing

condition can be boasted of (for our schools) ; at best a sta-

tionary condition is all I can assign them. Until the people

generally feel and manifest a deeper interest in their educa-

tional affairs by giving more personal attention, urging a more

regular attendance of the pupils, a more careful selection of

competent teachers, and more willingness to contribute a gen-

erous support in aid of their schools, I do not look for change:

but when the fact is more fully apprehended, as it will be

eventually, that 'tis not alone '•'industry' will elevate us as a

people without the moral and intellectual wants being satis-

fied and keeping pace therewith, and trusting that time may
soon arrive, when every citizen not only for his own benefit

but for the good as well of the community with whom he is

identified, will cheerfully aid in this great public need.

JOSEPH EVANS,
Town Superintendent.
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NORTHAMPTON.

We have one small district from which no report has been

received ; it comprises a single school, with an average of

al'Out twenty to twenty-five scholars, taught by a male teacher

during the winter and a female during the summer session.

Our school edifice is of brick, divided into six distinct

apartments, located in a quiet, though central and airy part

of the town, with ample play grounds for the different depart-

ments partitioned off by tight board fences.

Much interest has been manifested by the inhabitants in

our public schools, and in every instance within my knowledge

they have cheerfully granted every dollar that our trustees

asked for, either for educational purposes, or building or re-

pairing school houses ; and also for supplying the schools

with books and stationary.

Our teachers appear to be well qualified for the different

departments in which they are engaged, and give general

satisfaction.

It appears to me that there is a danger of our schools fall-

ing too much into the impulsive ideas of this progressive age.

I cannot look upon the children in our primary departments

without feelings of sadness, knowing how much more the little

innocents would enjoy themselves in roaming about as nature

prompts them, instead of which they are confined for weary

hours to their seats. Then as soon as they commence to read

a little, they are required to commit to memory lessons in

which long hard words occur that they cannot comprehend.

Then comes the mental arithmetic, when, while working out

the result the problem must be retained in the mind. Then

perhaps, a dull child, that cannot keep up with its fellows,

must keep its seat while the others are out at play. And
then the lopg lesson that occupies the whole evening to com-

mit to memory. Is there not a danger of overtasking the



109

youn):^ brain ? May not the ripe scholar of eighteen become

the idiot at twenty-five ? .

P. S. BUNTING,
^own Sujjcrinfcndent.

SOUTHAMPTON.

Having answered your printed queries, but little is left me
to say, and little as it may be I regret to say it, not being

very flattering to the people of my township in regard to

educational affairs. Our school houses arc many of them

old fabrics, with old fashioned forms and back breaking seats,

so high many of them that the little one's feet dangle in the

air beneath. I think our school houses ought to be much

more comfortable than they are. We raise in our township

funds sufficient to keep our schools open nearly all the year

round if rightly managed.

The people are becoming more and more favorably im-

pressed with the Normal School, and the different teachers

who have been students at our Normal School have given

very good satisfaction, I believe, as teachers here. As all

matters of interest are referred to in your questions, I deem

it unnecessary to make any further remarks.

ALEX. ELWELL,
Town Superintendent,

TUCKERTON.

The remarks made in reference to the schools in this town-

ship in my reports of the two preceding years, will still apply

to them with but little material alteration.

The average number of months that the schools are kept

open is gradually increasing from year to year. For the

past year it is a fraction over six months. In four districts

schools have been sustained nine and ten months ; in two,
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six montlis ; in one, four months ; and in tlie remaining three,

three months each.

Tliis increase in the average duration of the schools, and

the growing sentiment in the puhlic mind in favor of employ-

inf only competent teachers, are the chief evidences of ad-

vancement in the educational interests of this section of the

State.

In a mujority of the districts the schools have been well

tauf^ht and conducted ; in others the trustees have considered

the economy of their funds of more consequence than the

proficiency of the teachers, and have endeavored to make a

little money furnish a considerable amount of

—

school ; I re-

gret that I cannot say education.

As there never has been any examiners appointed in this

county, the trustees have always felt themselves at liberty to

employ whatever teacher they can get upon the most favora-

ble terms, and such being the rule, teachers are frequently

employed and enter upon their duties several weeks before

the superintendent is informed thereof. If under such cir-

cumstances a license were withheld upon the ground of

incompetency, trustees and people would complain of injus-

tice by being deprived of the benefits of their public funds.

One of the greatest evils of our present school system is

that its operation in the way of taxation bears unequally,

and some think unjustly, upon the citizens of the State, and

makes opponents of the very class of men which it would be

desirable to enlist in favor of popular education. Another

evil is that those whom the law aims to benefit most, having

no individual pecuniary interest in the matter, and feeling

no direct responsibility attaching to them as to the proper

expenditure ut the school funds, seem to care very little

whether their children attend the schools or roam at large

over the fields ;
practically acting upon the false principle

that whatever costs them nothing is too cheap to possess.

If fre,' schools were established throughout the State for

six, or even three months a year, and the attendance of
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scliolars compelled, and every parent made to feel an indi-

vidual responsibility by having a small pecuniary investment

in the funds, every child in the State would get a reasonable

education, and the expense would be no greater, annually,

than our present irregular and uncertain tax system.

The Teachers' Institute, which has just closed at Tucker-

ton, was a most valuable appliance in arousing the minds of

the people to. more correct views respecting the subject of

education.

Its sessions were well attended, and the citizens of the town-

ship were highly gratified with the exercises throughout. Pro-

fessors W. F. rhelps and C. W. Sanders, who conducted the

Institute, won the admiration and gratitude of all who listened

to their instructions.

The influence of the Institute will long be felt in this com-

munity, and it is my expectation that the interests of educa-

tion will make a long stride of advancement in this part of

Burlington county during the ensuing year.

THEO. T. PRICE,
Toivn Superintendent.

WASHINGTON.

I herewith send you a report of the public schools in this

township. School is now opened in all the districts but two,

and I have urged the trustees of those districts to open a school

as soon as possible. So far as I can learn, there is a growing

interest manifested in regard to education, and the people

seem to be waking up to the fact that education is really

necessary, and that money expended in the education of their

children is a good and safe investment.

This year we raise for schools ^800, being an increase of

$200 over last year. Another evidence of an increasing in-

terest : we are buildinoj larirer school houses and better ones;

more care is manifested for convenience and comfort.

PETER LANG,
Toivn Superintcndetit.
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CAMDEN COUNTY.

STOCKTON.

Our township is smiill : agricultural and horticultural, lo-

cated near Philadolphia. The people are much employed in

trucking, yet perhaps there is as much interest taken in edu-

cation as in most agricultural townships. The districts in

which the school houses are, are incorporated ; the money

raised for the support of schools has been raised by taxation

on the different districts, not by general township tax for

schoojs. There is plenty of room for improvement in teach-

ers, trustees, and the people generally.

JOEL HORNER,
Town Superintendcyit.

UNION.

Enclosed you will find report of our schools. I do not

think there is much in relation to our schools that would be

of much interest to you. A fine large brick school house

was erected last year in district No. 3, at a cost of about

30000. No. 2 district is much in want of a house, and con-

templates erecting a new one next year. Our schools are gen-

erally well kept ; I do not hear of much complaint.

WM. S. McCALLISTER,
Town Superintendent.

WATERFORD.

I send you a report of the schools in this township. It is
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my privilege to state that our schools are all well attended

and iu a prosperous condition.

DANIEL M. STOUT,
Town Superintendent.

CAPE MAY COUNTY.

CAPE ISLAND.

Permit me to say that our public school at this time is con-

ducted upon a plan similar to that of the Normal School plan,

and I think will succeed to the satisfaction of all who are in-

terested in the education of their children, and our present

teacher seems to be a man well qualified to carry out the true

principles of correct teaching ; but there is one evil existing

"which should be removed, and which can only be obviated by

dividing the district school into two. It is the evil of crowd-

ing into the school as many as each family feel disposed to

send, which necessarily places the teachers in a very un-

pleasant position, and compels them, unless perfectly sys-

tematized, to curtail, in a ^reat measure, the instructions

which they designed to impart ; but, methinks, the time is

approaching when many, if not all, of the existing evils of

our public schools will be entirely removed. I speak now in

general terms, for I believe that the existing evils of our

school in this city prevails in others also in other townships,

and that the time will come when the parents and friends of

education learn to appreciate education and all of its con-

comitant advantages as they ought ; for I feel satisfied that

they have an equal agency with the teacher, or at least a cor-

responding agency, in producing those desirable results con-

templated by systematic teaching. Our present teacher or

8
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principal, Mr. Corson, has already suggested some very im-

portant ideas, one of which is in reference to introducing,

among other things, a complete set of outline maps for the

use of our school, which may be suspended, one at a time, in

some conspicuous place where it may be seen by all the school,

and all needful explanations given, especially to those who

are studying the science of geography. I have ordered, with

the ac(iuicscencc of our trustees, a complete set of these mapa,

which, in a few days, will be on hand and ready for use. Our

public school at this time bids fair soon to become second to

none in our county, so far as I have an opportunity of know-

ing the condition of those schools in the adjoining townships
;

but notwithstanding the favorable aspect of our school at

present, yet there is one thing still wanting, and that is a

suitable house of our own, located in a more central part of

the city than the one where our school is now being taught,

and one suflicicntly commodious to enable the teacher to carry

out more fully his plan of systematic teaching, and where the

colored classes may also receive the instruction designed for

them, without mingling so much with the whole school, which

to the minds of some is not a very pleasant reflection, and

also to the teacher it is oftentimes very annoying, and causes

him, generally speaking, more trouble than three times the

same number of white children would do placed in the same

position, (owing to the peculiar /cmparament of the African

race,) and we want also a more general cooperation on the

part of parents with the teacher and trustees in bringing

about these desirable results. In short, we want "a. long

pull, a strong pull, and a pull altogether," in order that edu-

cation might be placed upon that basis. The reading of the

Sacred Scriptures is observed in our school, and the school

opened and closed with prayer.

JAMES S. KENNEDY,
Tcnen Superintendent.
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DENNIS.

I received your circular, and return it with answers as near

the truth as pos.sible under the circumstances. Our schools

are not all in operation yet, and the teachers are all new and

on their first term, except one. This constant change of

teachers is a great drawback upon our schools. About this

time of year, our county is flooded with hungry Yankees

seeking employment, and our trustees are too apt to discard

good teachers and risk some of those untried ones. I am
pleased to find you are making an effort to reorganize our

schools. For several years past, as superintendent of Dennis

township, I have urged the necessity of furnishing, at the

expense of the State, to the superintendents, blanks to be

given to the teachers to fill up and return to the superintend-

ent, embodying all the requisite information for the State

Superintendent. Without this our reports are mere guess

work, and no reliability has or can be put upon them under

the present system. As a proof of this, I find by the reports

of the superintendents, for the year 1859, one hundred and

twenty-one townships (out of about two hundred) reported

suggestions, and forty-five absohite complaints of their ina-

bility to make correct returns, without blanks or some other

moans of information not now obtainable. There is a form

of a blank on page 74 of printed instructions of State Su-

perintendent, which, by a little addition, might answer, and I

suppose it would not cost over twenty-five or thirty dollars

per annum to print those blanks, a very insignificant sum for

the ends to be obtained.

MAURICE BEESLEY,
Town Superintendent.

MIDDLE.

The statistics herewith submitted are as accurate as it is in

my power to make them. I find it difficult to obtain reliable
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(lata from all the schools, as some of the teachers do not send

in their quarterly reports. Examiners have been appointed,

and our teachers having license, are well qualified to teach,

and seem to have made teaching a profession, and are fully

impressed with the great responsibility that rests upon them,

in the discharge of their several duties. Defects in our

school system there may be, but we believe, that when school

oflGcers properly execute, and the people maintain, support

and carry out its provisions, in a proper spirit, the expecta-

tion of its framers will be fully met, and that it will afford to

our children an opportunity to obtain a liberal education.

JOHN W. SWAIN,
Town Superintendent.

UPPER.

It is with pleasure that I send you as correct an answer to

all your questions as I am able to do.

The schools in this township are all in a healthy state.

There is an evident progress made by the scholars in their

studies. The teachers are all regularly licensed and stand

high for scholarship, moral character, and efficiency in their

business.

The free school system meets with increased favor by the

inhabitants of this township. Yet many feel that there is a

lack of completeness in that system, namely, the want of one

school in each township of a higher grade than those now es-

tablished, to which the more advanced scholars may be pro-

moted, and pursue those studies which cannot be profitably

pursued in primary schools.

JOHN JONES,
Toivn Superintendent.
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CUMBERLAND COUNTY.

BRIDQETON.

The public schools in Bridgeton township are progressing

slowly, and I am satisfied we cannot boast of a large advance

from last year, but we arc in a better condition. Our people

regard public schools in their true light, and last March, as

an evidence of it, voted twenty-five hundred dollars to be

raised by tax for school purposes. So far as I can judge,

the present school law perhaps is about as good as we can

expect to have, and it remains with trustees, town superin-

tendents and teachers to carry out its provisions properly,

which is not always done. Our board of freeholders appointed

two examiners for public schools, and they have been dis-

charging their duties no doubt with good results.

LEWIS McBRIDE,
Town Superintendent.

DEERFIELD.

. In obedience to the law requiring an annual report from

the different town superintendents, I would respectfully offer

the following as that of Deerfield township, Cumberland

county. The township is divided into six districts, and also

contributes to the formation of two districts of adjacent

townships. The number of school houses within the township

is six—one to each district. They all consist of one story

frame buildings, in healthy neighborhoods, with suitable

shade trees and play grounds attached. Four of the houses

are in good and comfortable condition ; the remaining two



118

are very much out of repair. Two of the districts are incor-

porated under the general hiw. The schools will compare

favorably with others of the surrounding country, but the

ideas of the people in regard to education are behind the age.

In district No. 2. numbering 120 scholars, with a house

totally unfit for occupancy, there has been for the past three

years an effort to build a new house by ta.xing the inhabitants

to the amount necessary to defray the expenses, but it has so

far been unsuccessful, although a majority are in favor of it,

but not two-thirds, as the law requires. Those having no

children, or whose children are grown up, think it unjust for

them to be compelled to contribute to the education of others,

not remembering that some one was obliged in years gone by

to help towards their education or that of their children, and

not knowing that as the masses are improved intellectually,

so everything will rise in the scale of importance.

The laws in relation to licensing teachers have not been

obeyed as they universally should be, but through the past

summer I have compelled all to be licensed according to law.

I think if a law was passed making it finable for any person

to present himself or herself as a teacher, without being at

first licensed, it would in a great measure prevent this evil.

The trustees, as a general thing, do not take sufficient inter-

est in their different schools, many of them often not visiting

the schools during a whole quarter. Another evil is the

multiplicity of books, totally preventing the proper formation

of classes, and preventing the teachers from advancing witk

the tuition of their pupils as advantageously as they might.

Thii evil is not as great as formerly, and in time I think will be

totally eradicated. As to the average attendance, the quantity

of funds raised, &c., information may be gained by inspect-

ing the various answers to the printed questions accompanying

this report. No district receives sufficient funds to defray all

the expenses of their tuition. The balance is raised by assess-

ments upon tlie parents of children, according to time sent to

school. I think that the people are gradually becoming con-
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vinccd of the importance of education, and tliat in time greater

facilities will be aflfordcd fur the education of the young.

CHARLES C. PHILLIPS,
Toivn Superintendent.

GREENWICH.

I have sent you as true an account as I have been able to

collect from the different sources in this township, at the same

time I acknowledge it to be very deficient in many points.

First—The teachers of this township do not seem to under-

stand that it is their dutv to make out a list and send me,

as the laAV requires them, but they leave that for me to find

out as best I can, by collecting the roll books from the

schools. Thus I am able only to furnish a part of my report

through the teacher—the very source to look to. The ages

of the children I have to refer to the returns of the trustees

in the spring, to find anything about.

As for the condition of our schools the past year I have

but little to say. I cannot complain of our teachers, for they

do not have an opportunity to do justice, were they to try

ever so hard. For this reason : some of them have not books

enough to form a class, nor blackboard enough on which to

draw the map of Rhode Island. The houses in three of the

districts are passable, as far as quality is concerned, but not

in size. The one in the second district, particularly, is not

large enough.

In our first district we have three houses, in which there

is a school a part or all of the year, and the public money

is allowed to each scholar when he goes to school, be that

when it may. There is not money enough when used in that

way, to give each child but one term of schooling, and after

that the pay comes from another source, that is, out of the

parents' pockets.

We need a new house in the first district, one large enough
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to accommodate all the cbiUlren in the district, and then con-

fine the public money to tliat school, then the money that

now only schools each child one term, would school all in the

district nine months.

RICHARD S. DARE,
Toivn Superintendent.

HOPEWELL.

In reviewing the past three years, I think it is very evident

that there is an increased interest felt throughout the town-

ship in regard to our common schools, though the inhabitants

are not yet awake to their own interest upon the subject.

Our schools at present are in good condition, and most of

them are taught by those who are well qualified to teach all

that is required of them.

During the past year there has been a new school house

built in Harmony district, by tax, at a cost of six hundred

and fifty dollars ; one half being raised this year with the

expectation of raising the balance next, thus availing them-

selves of tbat wise and just law which gives every person the

privilege of paying their equal and just^proportion through-

out the district.

JOSEPH H. OGDEN,
Town Superintendent.

MAURICE RIVER.

In presenting this my annual report, I am able to say that

the schools in our township are in a flourishing condition, and

there appears to be an increasing interest manifested by

the people in the cause of education. Our schools are sup-

plied with competent and I believe successful teachers, all of

whom have had considerable experience in teaching.
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Wo have county oxaminerH tlii.s year, and all of tlic teach-

ers have been regularly examined and licensed l)y them, in

connection with the superintendent. If some of our school

houses were pulled down and new ones erected in their places

I think we should be making one grand step in favor of edu-

cation and improvement.

Upon the whole, I think we have reasons for encourage-

ment and increased exertion.

J. E. SIIEPPARD,
Town Superintendent.

STOE CREEK.

It affords me pleasure to state that notwithstanding the

cause of education does not receive that attention which its

importance demands, yet there is an increasing interest, and

our schools are tolerably well conducted.

We have an academy located at Shiloh, which together

with the West Jersey Academy, in Bridgeton, have done con-

siderable to elevate the standard of education in this and the

adjoining counties.

GEO. TOMLINSON,
. Town Superintendent.

ESSEX COUNTY.

BELLEVILLE.

I have the satisfaction to report to the State Superintend-

ent that the schools in the several districts in the township of

Belleville, X. J., are in a healthy state, and in all matters
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whicli concern the interest of our public schools, those to

whose care they are entrusted manifest great care and atten-

tion in their management. We have in the township five dis-

tricts, viz : South Belleville, Montgomery, Second lliver>

North Belleville and Franklin, all incorporated but one. South

Belleville, our smallest district, numbering about sixty chil-

dren between the ages of five and eighteen years. This dis-

trict was formerly joined to a small district in Bloomfield,

which union was dissolved, and their progress has since been

limited. The school for the summer season h.as been under

the care of a competent female teacher, but will be discon-

tinued for the winter months, not being able to provide a suit-

able room. Our reports from the Montgomery school are not

so favorable, on account of the frequent change of teachers the

past year, and the school has thereby suffered some interrup-

tion and their progress somewhat retarded. The school is

now under the care of a male teacher well recommended, with

a female assistant.

Our village district, the Second lliver, the largest in the

township, is well cared for
;
provided wnth one able male

teacher and two female teachers ; the schools in separate

rooms, with good accommodations. We report the institution

in a flourishing condition, and the trustees careful in watching

its interest. •

The North Belleville school has been vacated during the

past season on account of the rebuilding of their house, and not

being able to find a room to accommodate them. They have

erected and nearly finished a spacious frame building which

does them much credit, and which will add greatly to the in-

terest of the neighborhood.

The Franklin school in their new and very convenient house

has been open the past year under the care of competent

teachers ; the earlier part of the year under the care of two

females ; now a male, with a female assistant. The school is

carefully attended to and the people much interested in the

institution. With regard to the working of oui- free school
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system, it scorns to meet with tlic favor of our people, an'l is

doing good, especially among a class of people •whose children

if not provided for in the free school would be left to grow up

in ignorance, so wc bid the fre? school system God speed

—

may it prosper and long continue to be a blessing to the land

in which wc live.

SAM'L L. WARD,
Town Svjyerintendent.

BLOOMFIELD.

The annual report of the township of Bloomfield is here-

with transmitted. Under the head of " Amount raised for

building, repairing and furnishing school houses," the sum

named expresses only the amount raised by tax from the peo-

ple. Over this in one school district during the year 34-175

has been expended. It was raised by the board of trustees

to erect a school house, and will eventually be paid by the

people in such payments as they shall order from year to year.

After the usual manner of town superintendents I should

go into a particular laudation of the schools in this township,

recount the great awakening which is being accomplished in

the public mind on school questions, and recommend all the

rest of the State to take our schools as patterns. Such work

I decline. The great majority of the people are wonderfully

indifferent to the smallest wants of common schools. Every

spring some half dozen meet in their respective localities and

select a board of trustees, generally from among those of their

citizens not present, persons perhaps who know the least and

care the least concerning public schools of any men in the

township. This done, after considerable coaxing the elected

board consent to serve. Now on the principle that cheap

things are the best, they secure a teacher, after which, with

the exception of drawing the school moneys and paying the
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teacher, they never enter the school or give it the least atten-

tion during their term of office.

As to parents, the great majority of them never enter the

public school room, except to conduct some noisy urchin whom
they cannot be bothered with at home.

Under such fostering care is it any wonder our common
schools lag far behind those of adjoining States. True there

are many localities in which the schools receive all the atten-

tion that seems needful for their prosperity, but such is an ex-

ception to the general rule in this township and in the State.

The only remedy is the proper education of the masses,

and as the old ones cannot be reached by legislation the State

should increase its bounties to the common schools, thus giv-

ing the rising generation opportunities for education which

their fathers had not, and thus through their increased intel-

ligence eventually will our schools reach the desired eminence.

In visiting our schools during the past year I have witnessed

an increased attention on the part of school authorities to the

various necessaries and comforts of their school buildings,

such as a discarding of the old pine desks and benches and

the introduction of the modern improvements in seats, desks

and tables, with blackboards, maps and kindred things; along

with this a complete change in the mode of heating and ven-

tilating.

This latter is a matter of vital importance and cannot be

examined too closely. No one thing has been more fruitful

of disease and death in our communities during the winter

season, than the bad ventilation of our school houses. I need

not describe what the mode of ventilation has been—every

one who has given it the least thought knows. As to heat-

ing : steam, or hot air properly moistened, should, wherever

practicable, be the means employed. As to ventilation : it is

known that in breathing we throw off carbonic acid gas from

the lungs and take in oxygen. This carbonic acid gas is a

poison, and is heavier than air. In a room where a largo

number of chil^lren are crowded together, this gas, if no way
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be provided for its escape, commences to accumulate at tlie

floor
;

in a little time the floor is covered over a foot thick
•with it

; by and by two feet, and so on until it reaches the
mouths of those in the room and impedes their taking in a
full inspiration of good air. The consequence of all this is

seen in the headaches, feverish looks and general debility of
the whole number thus exposed.

As an antidote to this, I would recommend the placing of
ventilating registers, at least four inches in diameter, in the
floor or within one foot of the floor, in all our school rooms,
at the same time retaining the ventilators now commonly
used in the ceilings. It is an acknowledged law in ventila-
tion, that four square inches at the base of a room is equal
to four square feet at the ceiling. This thing, in my estima-
tion, only needs a trial to ascertain its utility—once used, it

will never be discarded.

^

I cannot close this already too wordy report, without men-
tioning the public school spirit which has been evinced by the
people of the West Bloomfield school district, during the past
year. They have purchased ground and erected on it a two
story brick school house, with a tower, at a total cost of a
little less than six thousand dollars, including furniture and
heating apparatus. This for a not large country school dis-
trict is noble. The building is a model of school architecture,
and will vie with anything of the kind in or out of the State!

JNO. J. H. LO\^E,
Town Superintendent.

CLINTON.

In transmitting you my report, I send you the statistics as
correctly as the cany be obtained at present. The absence of
registers in some of the districts, owing to the frequent
changing of teachers, renders it impossible to obtain a more
accurate one. Our schools, of which there are ten in num-
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ber, are in a very flourishing and prosperous condition, with

the exception of three ; these, for the want of public funds,

are closed for ahout half the year, which is very much to be

regretted, as the interest so necessary for the maintenance of

good schools becomes torpid, and little improvement or ad-

vancement can follow where this condition of things exists.

In one district where this has been the case, an increased in-

terest hns been manifested during the past year, and has

shown itself in a commendable way, by the assistance of

private, in the absence of public funds. Two new school

houses have been built within the past year, giving us a good

school house in each of the ten districts. The one just com-

pleted and dedicated in District No. 9, is one of the first in

the township, and reflects great credit on the trustees and in-

habitants of said district for building so substantial a house,

and one so well adapted for educational purposes. We have,

in a majority of cases, good and competent teachers, varying

somewhat in their government, but in most cases highly com-

mendable, reflecting great credit upon themselves and schools.

The irregular attendance of children at school in some of

the districts, discouraging as it is to the teachers, aside from

producing disorder among the diff"ercnt classes, is a source of

much complaint. I regret exceedingly that some of our

schools have not, as yet, obtained those two invaluable works,

"Webster's Unabridged Dictionary and Lippincott's Pro-

nouncing Gazetteer, hoping soon to have them placed in each

and every school in the district, thereby enriching them.

D. S. SMITH,
Town Sicperintendent.

LIVINGSTON.

In accordance with your suggestion, I accompany my sta-

tistical report with a few remarks in regard to the condition
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of our scliools in tin's township, and the interest manifested
by the people in the cause of education.

I urn happy to say that I think a gradual improvement in
the condition of our schools is perceptible, and that the in-
terest evinced by the inhabitants for the cause of educaflon,
is evidently on the increase. I think the people generally
attach a higher value to a good common education than for-
merly, from the fact that at our last annual town meeting
they raised three hundred dollars more for school purposes
than any previous year. And yet I feel that it does not meet
with that favor which its importance demands. Forming, as
it certainly does, the foundation of good order in society, 'the
education of the whole population should receive our united
and unceasing support.

Our school houses are, the most of them, in a comfortable
condition, and have good play grounds. One district (Cen-
terv.lle) has erected a new building during the summer, for
Tfbich they deserve much commendation. The building 'is a
neat structure of wood, well arranged, on a beautiful site
and only lacks the shade trees.

'

In conclusion let me say, I hope the day is not far distant,
when we shall all take a deeper interest in the prosperity of
our schools.

ANDREW TEED,
Toivn Superintendent.

MILBURN.

In obedience to the State law requiring the superintendent
of public schools in each township to render a written report
to the State Superintendent, I now would respectfully beer
leave to report to you that the undersigned was duly elected
to the office of superintendent in Milburn township,*^in April
last, but, in consequence of the untimely death of the former
superintendent, the Rev. Horace H. Reid, in Switzerland in
March last, that he received no accounts, moneys or report
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from lilin, and is therefore utterly unable to give .invtlnng

but an absolute account of the schools under his car-' during

his own incumbency—nothing with reference to then relative

condition when brought in comparison with furmer years.

Th» general state of public instruction in this township, I

regret, sir, to state, is, in ray opinion, not either ,what it

ought to be, or what it miijht be made to be. I have been

obliged to notice on the part of parents two errors, to Avhich,

in a great measure, I think the deficiency is owing. First, a

great desire to cheapen instruction, not as much, but more

than is possible. The highest salary in our district is four

hundred dollars per annum ; the average is two hundred and

sixty, w^hile mechanics and laborers are all the while earning

daily much larger sums. Is it reasonable to suppose that

men or women of good parts and education would be willing

to give their abilities and time with ardor to the laborious

and thankless task of teaching at such low actual and com-

parative rates, when they can acquire more wages by mere

manual work ? When I see the schools, scholars and teach-

ers as they are, I wonder, not that they are not what ought

to be, but that they can be as good as they certainly are. The

second fault on the part of parents is not sending their chil-

dren to school. One month in a quarter, by half-day driblets,

is by many esteemed giving their children a good lift up the

steep hillside of Parnassus, or, at least, that short portion of it

up which they think it is at all necessary for them to go.

They generally opine that a gentle mixture of reading, writing

and arithmetic, with a little sweetening, perhaps, (if their

teacher is a good one,) of history and geography, is all the

mental pabulum that is necessary to give their youthful ca-

pabilities full employment and thorough development to a

good enough worldly amount of learning.

The offspring of parents are thus permitted to go to school

irregularly and carelessly ; nobody assists them in their efforts,

or insists on their learning but their teacher, and he or she

does not see the face of a parent once a quarter in his school



129

hours during school hours. With parents not wishing their

children to learn much, and not helpiiuj them to learn any-

thing, how can the hest Norman School instructed teacher

tcacli well ? or how puhlic instruction he good ?

On tlie part of trustees there is very little attention or care

given, beyond performing the legal duties incumbent on them

—very little supervision of the school house and grounds

—

no interest taken in their work—no labor of love or of in-

terest attempted. In all of the public examinations I have

attended, it has been my good fortune to meet a trustee bnt

on one occasion. Yet the trustees have many faults to find

with their over paid teachers.

The children are, generally, tidy and intelligent, and,

where fair opportunity has been aflforded them, have done ex-

cellently well. There is no fault to be found with them, and

if they do not learn, the reason is to be sought and easily

discoverable elsewhere.

The teachers are, all that have been licensed by my pre-

decessor or myself, much better than could be expected, when

the small inducements that are offered them are considered.

Out of the eleven that I have come in communication with

oflBcially, five of them have been intrinsically excellent ; the

remainder more than capable of training children to the

amount of their parents' expectations and money's worth.

The school houses, with us, are fair. None are so good

but that very great improvements are obviously desirable

;

and none are so poor as to be absolutely uncomfortable. Be-

fore entering upon the statement of the expenditures of the

public money, I would like further to state my conviction

that a great error has been made in increasing the number of

districts. The whole have been thus impoverished, the

standard of salary lowered, and consequently of instruction,

for no good reason. The distances in our township are eo

small, that there are no children but what could come from

the circumference to the centre with perfect preservation of

health and comfort in any weather that they should be per-

9
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mitted to be out in to go any distance, however small. The

number of school districts in our tOMUship is five, with five

portions of districts, the children in which go out of the limits

to school. There ought to be at most not more than three.

The amount of money raised during the past year, and

which I received from the hands of the town collector, wa8

nine hundred and four dollars. The amount of State money

apportioned to Milburn, and paid by the county collector, is

one hundred and fifty-three dollars and ninety-two cents, of

which I have received one-half only as yet.

Of that amount I have paid out, as follows

:

To District No. 1, §!211.25—apportionment as made by

law, ^3«;8.29.

To Di.-trict No. 2, ^163.05—apportionment, $20G.35

" " 3, 106.01 " 156.72

" •' " 4, 81.37 " 107.09

" " " 5, 80.00 " 83.58

To Springfield portion of District, §35.07—apportionment,

$49.01.

To IJhatham portion of District, $31.00—apportionment,

$62.09.

To Orange—South Mountain District—$21.07; apportion-

ment, ^23.50.

The Livingston and N, Providence Districts have sent me

no reports, and have, consecjuently, had no apportionment

made them. The balance of money now in my possession is

two hundred an<l seventy dollars and fifty-eight cents, with

seventy-six dollars and ninety-six cents yet due from the

State apportionment. The amount raised by the different

districts averages onedolhir and twelve cents per scholar

taught, when they raise any at all. Three out of the five

enly expend the public money; which, being exhausted, the

gchool is closed for the rest of the year.

The undersigned has only further to report, that he ha.s

made the number of visits and examinations requisite by law

in all of the schools in the township, and to those rural dis-
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tricts more, but feels that such visitation can not be productive

of very inufli advantage, where tbc trustees and parents are

80 little exercised by zeal for the improvement of schools and

children and the advancement of good and true e<lucation.

EDWARD T. WIIITTINGIIAM,
Toivn Superintendent.

NEWARK.

The public schools in this city are in a healthy condition

—

not making such rapid strides as some might desire, yet making

as great advancement as is usually consistent with stability

and ultimate success. During the last year three school houses

have been erected—one grammar school house, which is al-

ready occupied by seven hundred and fifty pupils, one inter-

mediate and one primary school house. We have now one

high school, consisting of two departments, a male and a fe.

male, with four hundred pupils, selected semi-annually from

the first classes in the grammar schools; ten grammar schools

with two departments each ; eleven primary schools ; three

primary industrial schools ; five evening schools, four for males

and one for females ; one Saturday' Normal school and a

school for colored children.

I have not the reports of the teachers for the current year,

but judging from the past, the number of pupils enrolled may
be estimated at about ten thousand.

The average attendance in the grammar schools is about

eighty-six per cent. ; in the high school ninety per cent, ; and

in the evening schools sixty-six per cent.

The ordinary expenses, including tuition, books, fuel and
suppii:-, amount to about $53,000 ; forty-six thousand and
five hundred of which are raised by tax, and the balance re-

ceived from the State.

In -addition to these sums ten thousand dollars have been
expended in erection and repair.
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One very encourafjlng feature in connection with our scliools

18 the increased interest manifested by parents and guardians

in their more freciuent visits at the school room. Their influ-

ence upon the success of the school in encouraging the teacher

and animating the pupils cannot be estimated. If parents

•would become better acquainted with the -workings of the

school room, make common cause with teachers and officers,

misunderstandings and complaints would rarely occur.

The Normal School holds its sessions on Saturday of each

week, with an average attendance of seventy-five pupils, nearly

one-half of whom are employed in the primary schools. The

experience they there acciuire during the week is the best sub-

stitute for a Model School. It prepares them to appreciate

any suggestions they may receive in the Normal School.

Most of the pupils make successful teachers. Tiie first

class, consisting of seventeen, graduated in 1859, and this year

another class of seventeen, all of whom, with one exception,

are employed in our public schools.

The cause of education is constantly acquiring a stronger

hold upon the community, and, I think, it is the lust object of

public interest they would be willing to abandon or.would

permit to suffer for want of adequate means of support. The

common council have been generous in their appropriations

for this object, and as long as economy and impartiality char-

acterize the administration of the board of education, so long

may we reasonably expect the onward progress of this cause.

GEO. B. SEARS,
City Superintendent.

ORANGE.

In my remarks relating to our schools for the present year,

I have but little to say more than in my last report. There

has been no change in the number of our districts. We have

two parts of districts in our town, but as the school houses
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are in the adjoining townships I do not report them. One
district has a graded school with four teachers. Tliis is re-

ported as one in giving the number of schools. In some dis-

tricts they have two departments, each distinct from the other.^

In such cases I have numbered two schools in one district.

None of the schools with us are entirely free. The following

is a list of our principal text books

:

Spoilers—Sander's, Town's and Price's.

Readers—Sander's Revised Series, Parker and Watson's,

McGufly and Wilson's.

Geographies—Colton and Fitch's, McNally's, Montieth's

and Smith's.

Arithmetics—Thompson's, Greenleaf's, Davie's and Price's

Tables.

Grammars—Brown's, Clarke's, Weld's and Pinneo's.

Algebras—Davie's and Robinson's.

Histories—Goodrich's and Wilson's.

In the graded school the French language, geometry and

drawing are taught.

I repeat some of the suggestions heretofore made by me
;

1st, that some method be devised if possible to equalize tax-

ation for the support of schools ; 2d, that blanks be furnished

to each district in the State, to be filled up by the teacher at

the close of each term, so as to secure more uniformity and

greater accuracy in the reports furnished to superintendents

;

3d, that some more popular mode than has yet been adopted,

be devised to communicate to the citizens of our State, know-

ledge with reference to the condition of our schools, their

wants, and the workings of the system now in use.

H. INGALSBE,
Toivn Superintendent.
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY

CLAYTON.

In forwarding my annual report for this township, I would

say I have endeavored to fill up the hlank sent me, as cor-

rectly as possible. In regard to attendance it is almost im-

possible to give you a correct statement. The teachers do

not send me their reports as they ought, and many of them

do not keep any register in their schools ; the consequence is

I cannot report as I desire.

"We have five districts, one of which is connected with parts

of others. District No. 1, Glassboro', is a free school, divi-

ded into three departments, having one male and two female

teachers ; the male teacher receives 3*550 per annum, one

female $300, the other $200, making §1,050 for teachers'

salary. There are 413 scholars, and we receive $728 75

from the State and township, and raise §500 district tax for

school purposes, making §1,228 75; we also raise §400 for

building purposes. I cannot say there has been any marked

improvement in this school during the last year.

District No. 2, Union, has 110 scholars, receives §194 11

from the State and townsliip ; no district tax ; consequently

they cannot have school all the year. There has been about

2| quarters during the year. They pay their teachers by

the day, ranging from one to one-a-quarter dollar per day.

They now have and intend to keep the school going for the

winter. The tax payers are unwilling to be assessed for

school purposes. I think there is a disposition to do more

and better for the future.

District No. 3, Fislerville, has 175 scholars, receives

^308 79 from State and township ; has school nearly all the
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year ; no district tax ; the teacher receives about $f)00 per

year, one half from tlie pul>lic furuLs, the other paid hy those

who send to school. I believe the trustees and people are

very much pleased with their present teacher. There seems

to be a spirit of progression.

District No. 4, Franklin, lias 30 scholars, receives ^rj2 94

from the State and township ; no district tax. They have

from one to two quarters school during the year. This dis-

trict is connected with three others of different townships.

The education of the children is very much neglected. They

are waking up to their duty.

District No. 5, Ilardingvllle, has 82 scholars, receives

^144 68 from State and townf^hip. They have had school

two quarters during the year. The trustees informed me the

people would not send their children to school when there io

an opportunity. The teacher is paid by the day, and re-

ceives one dollar. By reference to the amount received you

will perceive they have about funds enough for two quarters

of seventy-two days each.

The teachers are licensed by the superintendent and trus-

tees, and particular attention is paid to see they are persons

of good moral character, as well as intellectual requirements,

and I believe much depends upon the example of teachers in

regard to the moral, mental and intellectual improvement of

the scholars committed to their care.

A few concluding remarks. We have had some persons

who have been complaining of the present school law, saying

they had to pay for educating their children, and now that

they have grown up they are compelled to pay for the child-

ren of others; this complaint has come generally from per-

sons who pay a large amount of tax. But while these com-

plainers are becoming few and far between, a new set have

sprung up—persons Avho pa}^ but little tax, but because they

are compelled to pay a district poll tax of from one to two

dollars a year, they now complain and say that they are

opposed to a free school, or to a school that they must help
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snpport. These remarks apply to district No. 1. We have

a special law allowing us to raise by tax from fifty cents to

two dollars on each taxable inhabitant in the district. The

richest and the poorest are called upon to pay this poll tax.

The poor man with his five or six children can send them all

to school all the year for this .small amount, and how they

can complain I am unable to see ; but there will be objec-

tions to almost everything, whether it be good or evil.

When Ave reflect that the prosperity and happiness of our

great republic depends upon the education of the youthful

mind, let us still cherish the hope that New Jersey will yet

do great things toward this desired object, in providing ample

means for its accomplishment.

EDWARD T. LUTZ,
Toivn Superintendent.

DEBTFORD.

The public money has been used as follows

:

Paid to trustees of organized schools, - 3178.07

To teachers of free schools, - _ . 675.00

To teachers of schools not free, - - 1,077.20

Fuel, repairs, &c., 218.42

Building new school house, - . - 113.60

Whole amount expended, - - - - ^2,262.29

The number of children reported as having attended the

district schools does not show the true state of education in

this township, because we have two organized schools and

two private schools that are attended some portion of the

year by more than two hundred scholars. The organized

schools have an average attendance of fifty for the whole

year. We have a school for colored children, taught by a

colored teacher ; this school receives a portion of the pujjlic

money. In regard to the state and management of our public
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schools there is so little chiuige tJiat the rcmark.s of former

years "would apply with e(|ual force at the present time.

B. T. LOUD,
Town Supcrmtendent.

GREENWICH.

In accordance with my duty as town superintendent, I

herewith transmit my report for the current year, which is

as accurate as I can possibly make it, owing to the indiffer-

ence of the trustees and teachers in the different districts to

properly report them. Since my last annual report nothing

of interest has occurred in the township to further the cause

of education more than the preceding year. Unlike former

years, we have no school that is kept entirely free in this

township. The public funds have been distributed by the

trustees in due proportion through each quarter, leaving the

employers to settle the balance. One new school house has

been completed during the past year, calculated to accommo-

date two hundred scholars, size 40 by 50 feet, two stories

high, well ventilated, and is well worthy the name of a modem
school room. This school is well conducted by the present

teacher and assistant, and is in a more prosperous condition

than it has been for many years past. No county examiners

have been appointed this year, leaving it with the town su-

perintendent and trustees to fulfill the requirements of the

law. In conclusion, I would again recommend the employ-

ment of teachers Avho have been educated for the business of

teaching, as a direct means of improving our common schools.

SAML. T. MILLER,
Toivn Superintendent.

HARRISON.

Inclosed you have a report ; although meagre, it may be
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acceptable. It is with the greatest diflSculty a report can be

compiU'd at all, owing to the neglect of teachers in handing

in their quarterly returns of scholars in attendance, &c.,

although repeatedly requested to do so. I am pleased to say

the cause of education in Harrison, is onward and upward,

yet not so progressive as may be desired, and were due care

exercised in the choice of trustees to secure men capab)e of

acting as such, and were willing to devote their time and

energy to school duties more than is usually the case, we

should soon have choice schools, and teachers worthy of their

calling.

In the township, there are ten entire districts, and five

parts of districts ; a new district having been formed from

adjacent parts of districts Nos. 1, 2, and 4, named "Good
Will ;" although when named a misnomer, from the disaffec-

tion incident to the affected districts, but the animosities to

the same have subsided, and a large number of scholars are

in daily attendance at the same.

All the schools are open under judicious teachers. Ilarri-

sonville. No. 5, and Union, No. 8, (Mullica Hill,) each em-

ploy an assistant teacher—about 80 scholars attending each.

No county examiners were appointed ; the teachers were

all examined, and passed satisfactory examinations, with but

two exceptions, by the superintendent.

JAMES N. DUNLAP,
Town Sxiperintendent.

MANTUA.

The proper time for furnishing the annual reports for the

schools having arrived, I hasten to lay before you the state-

ment herein inclosed. It is not as perfect and full as I could

wi.sli, nor is it in my power to ascertain to any degree of

accuracy the precise answers to the various questions pro-

pounded in your circular, as long as teachers refuse, evade,
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or neglect to fui-nish mc a copy oT the school register, even

when they arc careful enough to keep one.

Hence an approximate answer is given in some cases, which

I have obtained by questioning the teacher when visiting the

schools. The financial condition of the schools was never in

a better state than at present, and I have been enabled to

cash all orders yet presented. The law authorizing a poU

tax to be levied and collected went into effect, and is just

what we have been wanting. Next year it will probably be

raised to ^1 per poll, which will make the school in this vil-

lage (Carpenter's Landing,) free nine months in the year,

which is enough.

I will next proceed to notice the different school districts

in order, to wit : Paul's district. No. 1, has been open nine

months, six months of the time under the care of a female •

and considering that the school was small, the spirit mani-

fested in keeping it open so long was very commendable.

Carpenter's Landing, No. 2, has been open about nine

months. The winter term, taught by B. D. Bozorth, was

not reported to mc ; he was followed by Joseph Ilaines, who

made no report of the summer term. The last term was

taught by myself, as well as I was able ; the school averaged

nearly seventy, and it was very hard work, as I had no assis-

tant. I was visited by several teachers and some of the em-

ployers, but the trustees paid me no visit.

Knight's Run district, No. 3, has been open about seven

months. The school is small, but a desire seems to be mani-

fested to procure competent teachers, obtain suitable books,

and visit the school as often as necessary.

Emlin, No. 4, has been open about seven months. It has

been under the care of young and inexperienced teachers ; no

report from it. The trustees have visited the school fre-

quently.

Barnsboro', No. 5, has been open about six months ; three

months under the care of Miss Linton. It is now under the

care of B. D. Bozorth. Trustees have visited it regularly.
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Chcsnut Grove, No. G, is a new district, formed of parts of

Harrison and Mantua townships. In this district much inter-

est is manifested in the cause of education, and the teachers

have been tolerably qualified for their vocation. It has been

open nine months ; six months under the care of a female.

This concludes the list of whole districts. There are three

parts of districts included in this township, but I suppose

they make report to the townships in which the houses are

situate, and so have not noticed them.

In conclusion, let me say (through the kindness of the

people of this township,) I again have the pleasure of sub-

mitting a report of my experience and observation during

the past year, of the condition of the schools and the interest

manifested in the cause of education. To say everything in

the short compass of a report would be impossible, and I

shall have to content myself with alluding to the main points,

to wit : the condition of the schools. Taking them as a mass,

I think there is much improvement, although undoubtedly

there is a wide margin for future progress. The number in

attendance this year is nearly the same as formerly, but

there seems to be a desire to obtain a different class of teach-

ers, and some who could formerly obtain a school readily,

now meet with some difficulty to procure a situation. The

obvious reason is, that the standard of school teachers is ad-

vancing or ascending.

Good teachers demand commensurate compensation, and

the schools which are small, or the trustees niggardly, suffer

the most from the imposition of unqualified teachers ; although

other districts are not wholly exempt from the misfortune, as

districts are sometimes imposed upon on account of the trus-

tees having some favorite, who can obtain the school without

being at all ([ualified, while better qualified teachers would be

unceremoniously rejected. The license system seems to work

badly, as the trustees do not desire to lose time nor attend to

its requirements, and would vastly prefer that a law should

be passed authorizing Teachers' Institutes, or some educa-
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tional institution, to issue licenses, of various grades, to those

quali6cd to receive them. The trustees, by exaniinin/r the

license, could thus determine the scholarship of the applicants,

and act accordingly.

ABIIAM I. E. ROMANS,
Toxvn Superintendent.

HUDSON COUNTY.

BEllOEN.

Having furnished answers to the third series of questions

sent by you to the various superintendents, I have scarcely

anything to communicate in my -written report. Our schools

are all in good and healthful operation. For the last three

years, I have been gratified in observing a growing interest

in the cause of public education. Much more is done now
both by trustees and people generally, than formerly. In the

character of our schools and school accommodations, there

has been a gradual and manifest improvement.

This improvement we hope to see go forward until all our

schools shall have become what they should be.

AARON L. STILLWELL,
Town Superin ten deyif.

JERSEY CITY.

I have but little to add to the statistical report herewith

transmitted. We have within the year erected a new school

building at an expense of eighteen thousand dollars, making
in all three first class buildings, and capable of seating about

three thousand children. This new house is two stories high,
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•with a plav^jrounfl underneath, and is huilt upon a lot seventy-

five by one liumlred feet. The main buiMin<T is forty-four by

eighty-four feet. The wings cover the whole front, and are

eighteen feet deep. The intention was to heat this building

with 8team, but for some cause this plan of heating is not

thus far satisfactory. The first floor is used as a primary de-

partment, and the second floor as a senior department for both

sexes. Thiji mixing of the sexes in our higher departments

is an experiment with us which thus far has worked well.

This buiUling will seat eight hundred pupils, and is in its main

features well designed for school purposes, though in my
opinion it would have been found much more economical to

have carried it up one story higher. In some of its minor

interior arrangements there is however palpable evidence of

a want of skill and practical knowledge on the part of the

supervisor as to the requirements of a building for school

purposes.

We can hardly expect that men who are constantly engaged

in other business ; whose familiarity with the school room

ceased with their boyhood; whose only ideas of a school house

have been derived from an experience of some thirty or forty

years ago can know of the conveniences or comprehend the

requirements of the present day. Buildings of all classes

and for all purposes except the school house are constructed

under the supervision of persons having a practical knowledge

of the business to be carried on within its walls. Every thing

that will add to the convenience of the parties interested is

placed just where it will be most useful. But in building a

school house, public opinion seems to ignore all of that know-

ledge which is considered so essential in the construction of

other edifices. It is a source of regret that the school oflBcers

of onr citv are not permitted to construct their own school

houses. We might then indulge the hope that our citizens

would ere long be freed from a tax arising from the necessary

expense, required by the board of education to furnish facili

ties for our school houses, after they are delivered to this
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board. Thousands of dollars were expended on the other

buildiii<:;s in alterations and repairs, and the probabilities are

that it will be no little expense to supply tliis new house with

what has been omitted from a want of practical knowledge on

the part of the builders.

We have, including the school for colored children, fortj-

two teachers, all of whom, except the principals, are required

to attend the Normal School of our city, unless excused by

the board of education. The Normal School is a most im-

portant auxiliary to our common schools. The junior teach-

ers, those taking subordinate positions, are here required to

pursue a course of study and discipline well calculated to

prepare them for the duties of the school room. This school

is really a trial school, for, as all of our teachers are engaged

upon trial, the test here applied is quite likely to determine

whether candidates will succeed as teachers or not. Hence,

from this as well as from a frequent personal inspection, I

feel satisfied that our schools are making commendable ad-

vancement ; and while it might seem invidious to make com-

parisons, I feel justified in saying they will compare favora"

bly with any schools in the State.

A. S. JEWELL,
City Superintendent.

HUNTERDON COUNTY,

ALEXANDRIA.

In making my annual report, I am happy to announce that

our schools, as a general thing, are in a flourishing condition.

They are far from what they should be, but on looking back

a few years, we can see a decided improvement. They are
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of children is on the increase. None of the schools have

retro/rraded since my last report, but seem to be rather on

the advance. It is very evident that the cause of popular

education has made substantial progress in this township

during the past three years. We have some good, earnest,

faithful teachers, who have accomplished all that could rea-

sonably be expected of them, especially considering the ad-

verse circumstances under which some of them have been

laboring. In several districts female teachers have been em-

ployed, and in every instance with entire success. Can any

good reason be given wh}'' ordinary male teachers should be

employed in our small schools, at from $25 to $3o per month,

when females of as much experience and infinitely better

qualified can be secured for a much less sum 'i It would be

•well for trustees to take this matter into consideration, for it

is a well known fact that in those portions of the country,

especially the north-east, where our public schools have at-

tained the highest degree of excellence, female teachers are

employed almost exclusively in the smaller schools.

There does not seem to be that manifest interest on the

part of parents which should prompt them to greater ex-

ertions in the education of their children ; they arc too

willing to leave the whole matter in charge of the tcachei'S,

when they should be co-workers in the great work of training

up their children in the wAy they should go. It is a sad fact,

that we have some men who never fail to attend an agricul-

tural fair, who will go into raptures over a fast horse, and

consider a travelling circus the great improvement of the age,

yet will persistently oppose free money for the education of

their children. Nor do these men ever visit their schools.

They would consider a man foolish or insane were he to em-

ploy a laborer, even for a short time, upon his farm, without

closely supervising his operations
;
yet they will, with ap-

parent unconcern, permit a teacher to operate upon the death-

less minds of their children, to fashion and mould them at
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his will, and, in all probability, control their destiny, not only

for a time but for eternity.

Our teachers, male and female, are of good moral princi-

ples and fair educational endowments, and are duly licensed.

The discipline, in general, is not subject to the rod, but made

to depend on individual responsibility for order and harmony.

Again another j'car of our existence has rolled away, but

it has not been void of its happy influences and effects. The

great and noble cause of mental culture is steadily and effec-

tually advancing, and a happy era is yet to daAvn upon us,

when education shall be more thoroughly diffused among the

people. Then shall vice, ignorance and crime be subdued by

the purifying powers of knowledge, science and Christianity,

and this now our happy Republic shall assume a standing and

dignity transcendently above all the nations of the globe.

T. M. BARTOLETTE,
Toivn Superintendent.

BETHLEHEM.

In the Fall I was prevented, by sickness, from making

regular examinations ; and will respectfully submit the fol-

lowing report : In most of the schools, the past year, such

has been the method of instruction and government pursued

by the teachers, as to prove satisfactory to the employers.

At my visits at the commencement, in some schools, half the

scholars present would be absent at the close of it, also at

the close more than half present had not been at the com-

mencement, occasioned by the irregular attendance, making

it impossible to keep regular classes. IMost of the school

houses (like the rest in this vicinitv) were originally con-

Btructed without much regard to the convenience or comfort

of scholars, and need improvement. I am pleased to say

that some trustees have manifested much interest and satis-

faction in visiting, with me, their schools, and if parents

10



146

coulil be persuaded to do the same, no doubt such improve-

ments would soon be made as are necessary, also many com-

plaints hushed. At the examinations the scholars appeared

orderly, giving evidence of progress in spelling, reading,

writing and arithmetic, also algebra, and careful study in

geography and grammar ; but some more practical method of

teaching the latter should be introduced. As I did not visit

all the schools at the close of the quarter, it would be unfair

to say which has excelled, further than the improvement in

government, and without any disparagement to any teacher

or district, has been in Bloomsbury district.

JOHN D. M'MURPIIY,
Town Superintendent.

CLINTON.

This being my first years' service as superintendent I can-

not judge of the condition of the schools in this township in

comparison with former years. Previous to the present year

a tax of two dollars for each scholar had been raised by the

township. At our last town meeting this was discontinued,

and no school money is now raised. Whatever may be right

in theory and whatever works best in practice with reference

to raising school money by tax, frequent changes of policy

which now prevail in the several townships, all will admit, are

most detrimental to the stability and prosperity of our com-

naon schools.

A session of the Teachers' Institute of Hunterdon county

was held at this place in May last. Being absent from the

!:<tate at the time, I have no informatioii with reference to it

additional to that contained in the published report of its

proceedings.

The teachers who have had charge of our schools during

the past year seemed for the most part faithful in the dis-

charge of their duties. In public spirit and earnestness in
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the cause of education they have been in advance of trustees

and parents.

N. W. VOORIIEES,
Town Superintendent.

DELAWARE.

The time has arrived for me to make my first annual report

of the condition of the schools in this township. With the

responsibility of an accurate report I must acknowledge my-

self uncommcnsurate, and feel it a duty to myself to beg an

apology, in view of the imperfect reports received by me from

the respective teachers, to whom we are to look for statistical

facts ; a complaint, it is obvious by referring to preceding

reports of superintendents of this State, by far too common,

since in the case of imperfect reports is involved the neces-

sity of forming an approximation, Avhich is liable to be very

imperfect, and the result, upon which is expended so great an

amount of money and labor, is almost useless from the fact

that the summary is unreliable and incomplete. I regret to

say the interest manifested by the mass of people in our

township is too trivial. At our annual town meeting there

was no public money raised by tax ; it produced such an em-

barrassment among the employers, and consequently diminu-

tion in the schools, that in some cases they suspended for the

time, even after they had actually commenced, and the result

shows a decrease of upwards of one-third the daily average of

last year, during which time the schools were almost entirely

free. This in my estimation shows that one very great defect in

our present school system is, it affords entirely too much room

for change, consequently occasions the unsettled condition of

our schools and renders it impossible to maintain uniformity

in them. One year we raise money by tax sufficient to make
the schools almost free, when, as a general thing, we procure

proficient teachers and pay fair wages ; the next perhaps



148

there is no public money except the public revenues, which

causes a decrease in the daily attendance and affords a greater,

temptation to employ un(|ualiried or inexperienced teacliers,

because they can be employed for less money. Our township

comprises thirteen di.stricts and parts ; the houses of nine of

which are located within the limits of the township, and all

supplied with good teachers, five males and four females,

having their schools generally well disciplined, and as I think

arc in a flourishing condition, although in many cases small

;

besides there has been two summer schools within the limits

of the township, taught by females. We have no county ex-

aminers in our county.

In conclusion I would say I hope the day is comin!7, and

that speedily, when we can be furnished wit'i more libera^

means of education than formerly, tlirougli the agency of our

]6gislature.

GIDEON MOORE,
Town Superintendent.

FRANKLIN.

I herewith transmit my annual report exhibiting the state

and condition of the schools in the township of Franklin;

althouuh the statistics are not as accurate as I would like,

owing to some of the schools not reporting, therefore the

figures arc only approximative.

I find it very difficult to obtain correct reports in conse-

quence of the frequent change of teachers in the schools and

the absence of a proper school register.

I think tlie trustees in each district should provide a school

register for their districts, and cause the same to be regularly

kept and to remain permanently in the school.

Some of our schools have been kept open but a few months

during the year, in consequence of not having a sufficient

number of scholars to support a teacher.
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Now I think if an alteration was made in the scliool law,

directing the puhlic money to be divided between the districts,

that each district shoidd receive an equal amount without re-

gard to the number of scholars therein, would have a very

beneficial effect. Tlicn districts having a greater or less num-

ber of scholars residing in them would be able to sustain a

good school. Under the present law those districts reporting

the greatest number of children, which are able to support a

good teacher, without the aid of public money, receive the

larjrest share, while the districts numbering; but few scholars

are unable to keep their school open, or if they do, it is at an

expense which is burdensome.

In this township there is four whole districts, and seven

parts of districts, with five school houses situated in the town-

ship, and one private school. Of the five houses located in

the township three of them are comfortable—convenient

rooms, and have play grounds attached ; while the others are

mere shanties " stuck up" at the corner of the roads and

dignified by the name of school house, being small, their in-

ternal arrangements not constructed for the convenience and

accommodation of the teacher and scholar, nor to a successful

mode of systematic teachino;. The writint; desks on the old

plan round the wall, a rough slab for a seat, and without a

blackboard, that indispensable article to thorough teaching

;

in some of the schools which are supplied with a board there

is not the use made of it that there should be, and partly

from this fact, it is a common thing for parents on the return

of their children from school at night to inquire as to the

number of lessons said during the day, and if the number is

requisite in their minds, here the subject drops, without ascer-

taining what their children have really learned. Now teach-

ers are aware of this, and as they have a desire to please,

they govern themselves accordingly, skim them over six or

eight lessons per day, and console themselves by knowing that

is all their employers require.

It has been said that children usually know more than they
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have credit for. As tlicrc is heat latent in the coldest iron,

so there is knowledge latent in the most stupid intellect, which

it is the business of the teacher to hrin;; out. And there is

no way of accomplishing this so well as by judicious ques-

tioning on the blackboard ; by this means you njipeal to their

understanding ; they are taught to reason and to think.

The schools in this township have been visited by the super-

intendent as the law requires. The condition of the scliools

are improving. Parents seem to be shaking off somewhat

the lethargy that has heretofore oppressed them. The dis-

trict at Cherryville has just completed a new building at an

expense of five hundred <lollars, exclusive of the ground at-

tached ; the house is twenty-two feet by thirty, with vestibule

six feet, ceiling ton feet.

We have mostly good teachers employed, and in some of

the schools there are teachers calculated to do credit to any

common school in the State, and where they have met with a

proper cooperation and support of the patrons of the schoob

the improvement in the scholars in very apparent.

MATTHIAS ABEL,
Town Superintendent.

KINGWOOD.

In making my third annual report, I have still the pleasure

of saying that generally there is an increasing interest mani-

fested in the cause of education in this township. Wc have

raised more money this year by tax than in two or more pre-

ceding years ; a sure indication that enterprise is awakened

in that direction.

Raised by tax, $565; received froin the State, $2G1 72;

interest of surplus revenue, $174 or $222, the difference de-

pending on the action of the town committee, but from prece-

dent it may safely be called $222. Nine school houses, five

of stone and four of frame, play grounds to all but two,
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blackboards in all ; heatirifj apparatus f^on orally ^ood. [What

is not hero reported in relation to school houses, &c., is re-

ported in Nos. 1 and 2.] We have a variety of school books,

written by authors of acknowledged authority. The number

of kinds make it difficult for teachers to form the pupils into

classes; but there is an advantage to advanced scholars in a

variety of books, by increasing the range of investigation.

In our schools are taught reading, writing, arithmetic, geo-

grapiiy, English grammar, algebra, geometry, mensuration,

surveying, and Latin, showing that we have teachers of more

than common qualifications. The present school law, where

the people cordially cooperate, answers well, but in districts

where they depend too much on the help the law aifords the

schools without properly seconding it by their own exertions,

the result is what may be anticipated—teachers poorly paid,

and the advancement of the pupils slow. But the improve-

ment that has been made causes hope that what is defective

will be rectified.

URIAH LARUE,
Town Superintendent.

LAMBERTVILE.

The town of Lambertville, as heretofore reported, comprises

but one school district, and but one public school, properly

so called. In that school are employed two male teachers,

one at six hundred, and one at three hundred dollars, and

four females at an average of one hundred and eighty dollars

a year. There are, however, within the district six private

schools, which come nominally under the control of the school

trustees, among which is divided a special fund raised for

that purpose, of three hundred dollars. In these six schools

are eight teachers.

The amount received from the State is three hundred and

twenty-five dollars ; and the sum raised by tax for school
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purposes proper (including the three hundred dollars before

mentioned,) is eighteen hundred dollars, besides five hundred

and fifty dollars raised for building and incidental purposes
;

making altogether, with the State appropriation, twenty-nine

hundred and seventy-five dollars. The amount paid by indi-

viduals for tuition in these six private schools and one family

school, cannot be less than eighteen hundred dollars.

The number of children in the town between the ages of

five and eighteen years, is seven hundred and two. The

whole number of children who have attended school more or

less during the year, appeal's from the several school rolls to

be six hundred and eighty-one. But this estimate is doubt-

less fallacious to some extent, on account of a number of

scholars coming from out of the town, a few being over eigh-

teen years old ; and some who go from one school to another,

and are therefore counted more than once. The average

daily attendance during the year of all the schools, as nearly

as can be ascertained, is four hundred and seven, which is

relatively no improvement upon former years. The great

evils in the working of the common school system in this

place are a chronic and apparently incorrigible irregularity

of attendance, and a culpable indifference on the part of

parents and others. Notwithstanding these embarrassing

obstacles, unefjuivocal evidences of improvement are percepti-

ble, and in some respects encouraging.

Our schools are all kept open about ten months during the

year.

Very few of the questions respecting which information is

sought can be answered with any definiteness, except in re-

spect to the public school. A few such answers accompany

this report.

S. H. PARSONS,
Town Superintendent.
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READINGTON.

I liavo but little more to offer than the statistics of my
report. Our school interests remain very much as last year

;

there is no material alteration, either in the condition or

management of our schools. The township tax and State

pays ^2,705 of our school bills, leaving a balance of about

$G1<-) to be paid by the employers.

G. W. VROOM,
Town Superintendent.

TEWKSBURY.

There has been one new school house built in this township

and one school house repaired, and it is expected that there

will be two new school houses built next season in the place

of the old ones. In three districts the schools have been

closed for six months. Education in this township is, upon

the whole, improving I think.

J. P. S. MILLER,
Town Superintendent.

MERCER COUNTY.

HAMILTON.

The people manifest a commendable degree of interest in

educational affairs in this township, as shown in the fact that

during my superintendency, they have erected seven new
school houses, besides maintaining free schools in all of them.

The teachers are, with few exceptions, well qualified, ac-

cording to the generally received opinion of qualifications,
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but, in my opinion, we need more live teachers and less de-

pendence on text books. I do not wish to be understood as

speaking disparagingly of our school books, but children

need continually oral explanation.

I visit our schools at least once a quarter, and try to have

the trustees attend at the same time. At these visits I mostly

deliver a short address to the children, in plain, familiar lan-

guage, encouraging them to greater effort.

I think our law needs some alteration, giving the town su-

perintendent authority to demand the school money, where it

is not paid over, and making the collector liable to a penalty

for neglecting to pay over the amount raised in the township

for schools. In our township, if there is a deficiency of money,

it falls on the schools.

I have heretofore found great difficulty in obtaining copies

of the State Superintendent's report and of the school laws.

WILLIAM 11. WEST,
Town Superintendent.

HOPEWELL.

I presume the cause in which you arc engaged would be

better promoted by giving you a statement of the defects of

the system, rather than the advantages which have already

accrued therefrom. The first difficulty that presents itself is

in obtaininjr full statistics from the different districts in the

township, to enable me to answer your last series of questions

correctly. This arises from the frequent change of teachers

during the year. Several schools employ their teachers for

a short period of time ; at the expiration of their term, they

leave no data by which a subsequent teacher can obtain the

requisite information of the attendance antecedent to his.

The consequence is that full yearly reports cannot be cor-

rectly made out. In order to obviate this difficulty, every

school ought to have a regular book of entry, and every
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teacher ought to be obliged to keep his register in it, and

when his connection witli the scliool is dissolved, he should

hand it over to the board of trustees or Iiis successor. This

will enable the last occupant to refer back to the commence-

ment of the year, and get* the requisite information rcf|uired.

The next point is in regard to the expenditure of the pub-

lic moneys. There are several schools that hire their teachers

as long a time as their appropriations "will pay them ; the

consequence is, that a certain class of citizens (and generally

those who are best able to pay) get their children educated

without any expense wliatever, for the time while the school

is in operation, while the children of the poorer class, who

are unable to send them to school, except in the winter sea-

son, (at which time the schools are closed,) are deprived of

the benefits of education altogether.

The only way to obviate this would be to divide the appro-

priations into four equal payments, and apply one-fourth part

to each quarter, making it obligatory upon the district to sup-

ply any deficiencies that may arise in the employment of

teachers, by an assessment upon the employers.

HENRY P. WELLING,
Town Superintendent.

PRINCETON.

I take great pleasure in stating that the teachers in my
township have been faithful, and manifest a highly commen-

dable interest in their pupils ; the more surprising when the

pittance they receive is considered, the average salaries of

the male teachers being about ^300, and that of the female

teachers less than $200, excluding the teachers of the Model

School, who alone are liberally remunerated. This inade-

quate remuneration has caused a frequent change of teachers,

and operated greatly to the disadvantage of the schools.

When intelligent, devoted, patient and industrious teachers



15G

are obtained, they deserve to be amply compensated for their

labors.

Upon my first visiting the schools, I found that registers

of attendance were kept only in two. The teachers were

instructed in their duty, and after this time such registers will

be kept in all.

The people generally manifest a deep interest in the edu-

cation of tlieir children. In some districts, however, there is

room for great improvement in the arrangements for the

comfort of the scholars, with no special provision for ventila-

tion, the apartment at fever heat, the seats without backs,

and consisting of a narrow board supported by four stakes,

how unreasonable it would be to expect application to study,

or the refining influence which education would otherwise

exert I Is'^one of the schools have class rootiis ; in my opin-

ion indispensable to perfect order and successful study. The

attention of the trustees will be called to these deficiencies,

and I have no reason to doubt that measures will be taken to

supply them.

Allow me, in drawing these remarks to a close, to express

the hope that the system of public schools, the people's favor-

ite system, may continue to thrive and flourish in our noble

State, and be productive of living fruits ; that it may, through

those who are specially appointed to guide and direct, be a

well conducted, vigorous and efficient system, and accomplish

the objects for which it was instituted, to enlighten the under-

standing, to elevate the morals, to correct the temper, and to

form the manners of the rising generation.

G. MUSGRAVE GIGER.
Town Superintendent.

LAWRENCE.

Another year has passed, and brings us to contemplate

whether we have made any intellectual gain or hit upon any
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system or plan better suited to instruct tlie young, to prepare

their minds for the reception of knowledge, to increane their

love for virtue, morality and truth ; in fact, to train them in

the way they should go and to depart from evil. Have we

each and all of us discharged the duties required at our hands?

Our best efforts often meet with but little encouragement and

success. The road to reform is like the path of science, dif-

ficult to ascend, and he that desires the road often finds his

path beset with thorns.

I cannot bring my mind to think we have made much im-

provement since my last report. I trust however there is a

gradual improvement in the condition of the schools. The

education of children and youth cannot be said to be wholly

confided to the instructor under whose charge they are placed,

and unless his exertions are seconded by their parents or

guardians, his Labors often prove unavailing. The trustees

and superintendent, by devoting a little more time in the

school room, their presence would stimulate the children to

increased effort, and in the end prove advantageous. A libe-

ral amount of money is raised for schools here, and fifteen

hundred dollars appropriated for the purpose of building a

new school house in Central district the next season. In

buildings we have improved within the last three years. The

board of chosen freeholders have steadfastly refused to ap-

point county examiners. I am pleased to say for the teach-

ers in this township they seem to make quite an effort to im-

prove the young, to prepare them for their respective duties

in life. Our schools are kept open the entire year, except a

few weeks vacation.

JAMES G. PHILLIPS,
Toiv7i Superintejident.

CITY OF TRENTOX.

Having disposed of the statistical table, in which I have
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endeavored to answer every item you specified, with the ex-

ception of f^iving the number wlio have attended at diflfcront

periods during the year.

The most of our teachers appear well qualified for their

work, and manifest a commendable degree of industry and

faithfulness in the performance of it. Several new teachers

have been selected (mostly to fill vacancies) during the past

year. There are none but those who have been regularly ex-

amined and licensed. I am happy to say that among the

number of teachers employed there are some who are gradu-

ates of our public schools, received instruction in the Normal

school and graduated there also with great credit to them-

selves, and who are now successfully imparting knowledge to

young minds where they themselves received their early in-

struction ; and there are several more who have been exam-

ined and licensed waiting for situations.

We have at this present time five public school buildings,

all constructed of brick, containing collectively twenty-one

rooms, another in the course of erection in second ward, con-

taining four rooms, w^hich we hope to occupy by the 1st of

January, 1801. We rent five rooms, three of which will be

abandoned as soon as the new^ building is finished. As I am

very fond of children and feeling a great anxiety for their

comfort and convenience, and to see that the widowed and fath-

erless especially are properly cared for in the school room, I find

it exceedingly pleasant to visit them frequently, and always

endeavor to interest and encourage the pupils by way of a

short address. Our trustees pay their visits to the schools

monthly, and wc all find that frequent visits are very bene-

ficial to them. Much might be said on the topic of public

instruction. A great deal yet remains to be done, and I hope

that among the many suggestions for improvements, that our

legislature will in their wisdom devise some means by which

our public school system may be placed upon a more settled

and firm basis.

Among the different studies in our public schools arc the
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foUowinj^, viz : Latin, liigli school, intellectual and mental

and practical arithmetic, geometry, trigonometry, etymology,

physiology, algebra, surveying, double entry book) keeping,

philosophy, history, grammar, geography, reading, writing,

spelling, and the alphabet. Music is also taught, and it is

made one of the requisite qualifications in selecting male

teachers.

The schools in which mathematics are taught I am happy

to say are governed by teachers fully competent for their

stations.

AB'M R. HARRIS,
City Superintendent.

•WASHINGTON.

Our township is a new one, and I regret my inability to

furnish a jcomplete report of the schools, as our improvement

cannot be well noted without a starting point.

I have taken much pains to make a full rCjOrt, but have

almost entirely failed. You have in the accompanying docu-

ment all the reliable information that could be given. No
registers have been preserved.

There are some gentlemen in our township who feel a deep

interest in our school affairs.

Money enough is raised by taxation in addition to the State

fund and surplus revenue, to make our schools free, which is

highly commendable.

The change of teachers in our schools is too freqent.

Whether it is "a necessary evil," or not, I cannot decide.

We desire improvement in our schools, and expect to see it

shortly-

I would suggest that a few minutes be devoted each day to

singing. And, as many of the pupils cannot attend school

long, I would recommend that instruction be given with re-

ference to the future occupation of the pupil, omitting (in
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POTOO text books) such parts as will not be really of service to

liim. Some children have but little opportunity for mental

discipline ; they can only be "crammed," and the cramming

process requires sagacious, prudent, common sense teachers.

I promise a better report next year.

A. MUllRELL CORY, M. D.,

Town Superintendent.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY.

EAST BRUNSWICK.

This township was formed in May last from the townships

of Monroe and North Brunswick. Its school districts, eight

in number, came all from North Brunswick except one, that

of Spottswood. Two of these districts are to so small an ex-

tent in this township, that I hardly know how to report them,

or how far to report them, and I presume they may be more

fully reported in North Brunswick.

I have set off one new school district, consisting of that

portion of George's Road district which lay in this township,

and named it Laurence Brook school district. They have built

a convenient school house and employed a teacher.

Dunham's Corners district have also built a new convenient

school house.

Spottswood district also erected one, two stories, very con-

venient, about a year ago. I do not know that it has been

reported before. Those are all frame buildings, as are all the

rest of our school houses excepting one, which is of brick; of

the rest two are not in very good repair.

All the schools are now supplied with teachers.

As to attendance, I can report only the time of the forma-
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tion of the townsliip ; no papers or books have come into my
hands from my predecessor in office. Of those districts Mhich

are hut partially in this township, I am not informed as to

how much the attendance is from this township.

I may report favorably for attention to study in the schools

generally. I have been j)articularly interested in my visits

to the schools of Washington, Dunham's Corners and Old

Bridge, which have scholars further advanced than the other

schools. But all of them are I believe well conducted, and

scholars making a good degree of progress.

A. VANDEWATER,
Town Superintende7it.

MONROE.

I am happy to state that the schools of Monroe township

are in a prosperous condition, being well supplied with com-

petent teachers, both as regards scholarship and moral char_

acter, and each being regularly licensed. As to school books,

there has been very little change since my report of last year.

Number of children between the ages of five and eighteen

one thousand and seventy-two.

The public money apportioned to the various schools amounts

to twenty-five hundred and sixty-nine dollars and thirty-nine

cents, only a small portion of which has been received at the

time of making this report, which is a serious objection, as it

greatly retards the progress of schools. The majority of the

schools are kept open four terms per year, of sixty-six days

each, and the terms of tuition being from seventy-five to one

hundred dollars per terra. Each school has been visited once

per quarter, numbering fifteen in the township. In some dis-

tricts trustees and employers visit the schools, and manifest a

great desire for the improvement of the young, and also en-

courage the various teachers in so doing ; but in other? the

whole duty devolves upon teachers and superintendent. The
11
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majority of the schools are well siipplieJ with the proper ap-

paratus*, and have suitable play grounds attached.

JAMES IVES,

Toum Superintendent.

NEW BRUNSWICK.

I herewith transmit my annual report of the schools in the

township of New Brunswick. By an act of the last legisla-

ture the old township of North Brunswick was divided into

three distinct townships, and by this division we have but one

whole school district, viz :
" the New Brunswick Public School,"

and part of district No. 12, known as "the Farmers Public

School Co.," their school house, however, is located in the ad-

joining township.

The New Brunswick Public School is ably conducted by an

experienced principal and twenty-four efficient assistants, all

duly licensed according to law, and the school is steadily ad-

vancing in all the substantial elements of improvement.

K. T. B. SPADER,
Town Superintendent.

NORTH BRUNSWICK.

Having but two school houses in our township, in one of

which no school has been kept during this year, I have thought

it properly my duty to answer for but one. We have besides

these two, four parts of districts, the school houses of which

are in other townships, and I suppose will be answered for by

the superintendents of those townships.

One of our school houses is comparatively a new building,

it i.'^ known as the Oak Hill school house, and is built in modern

gtyle, and furnished with seats and desks, well ventilated and

has a very efficient teacher, and the trustees and people seem
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to have proper views in regard to the education of their chil-

dren ; the other school house in tliis township is old and di-

lapidated, fast going to decay, and has the old forms and

benches around the walls. I have been urging the trustees to

make a move towards building a new school house, but they

as well as the inhabitants generally of that district do not

yet see the great advantages their children will have in re-

ceiving a good education. I am in hopes that they, seeing the

ambition that is manifested by the districts all around them,

will soon be stirred up to move in this matter in tlie right

direction.

I have visited the schools, part of which are in this town-

ship, and have been much pleased with their management, and

have found the tcacliers efficient and the scholars proficient

in their studies, and altogether I can say without hesitancy

that the schools in this township are in good condition.

JAS. C. EDMONDS,
Toivn Superintendent.

PERTH AMBOY.

In presenting his report, the superintendent of schools here

would beg leave to state that the public school of this city is

held in the court house of the town. It has three depart-

ments ; a primary, a middle, and a higher department. There

is a competent teacher in each ; and taking into considera-

tion the imperfect accommodations and facilities afforded,

very gratifying progress has been made. The great want i?,

a properly constructed building with the modern fixtures and

appliances. Until this is furnished, the instruction must

necessarily be more or less imperfect. But, at present, the

treasury of the town is not in a condition to meet the neces-

sary outlay. The teachers here, as elsewhere, labor under

great disadvantages from the want of punctual and re^^ular

attendance on the part of the pupils, and the almost entire
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absence of interest and attention on tlie part of parents. If

their cooperation could be secured, tlic ta."^k of instructors

would be mucb lighter and more encouraging. Occasional

meetings for public addresses on the subject of education in

its various brandies would doubtless have a happy effect in

this regard here, as they have done elsewhere. l>ut even then,

the charm of novelty and reputation on the side of the speak-

ers, would be necessary at first to call out the people, and

awaken a sufficient interest to give a strong impulse to the

cause.

I will only add, that in my view more attention should be

paid in our Normal School to the training of a class of teach-

ers for the primary department of instruction. This is the

most important, as well as difficult department; and very few

are found qualified to do it any thing like justice. In the

midst of so many untrained, restless minds and bodies, the

government should be eminently kind, skilful and attractive;

without much visible restraint, and yet eflfectually controlling.

At the same time the instruction, without making mere form

and order prominent, should be strictly elementary and radical,

and thorough, as far as it goes. Then the pupils, in passing

to the higher forms, would be prepared for substantial and

rapid progress. Their standard would be high, and they

would almost necessitate a corresponding elevation of instruc-

tion and government on the part of their teachers. In the

presence of such learners, instructors of grammar and high

schools would feel that they must have, not merely the form

but the reality and the power of knowledge ; that nothing

would avail them short of an accurate and familiar acquaint-

ance with all the subjects belonging to their department.

TIIOS. VERNON,
Toivn Superintendent.
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PISCATAWAY.

In forwarding my report of the condition of the public

schools of Pisc.itaway townnliip, I have to regret its imper-

fection, for, notwithstanding all my efforts, our teachers have

failed to make proper and complete returns. Soon after my
election in April last, I prepared blank tables, one for each

school, and gave them to the teachers, with directions to fill

them up and forward to me by the first of December ; but not

one sent a report, and when I called upon them none were

ready ; and consequently my report has been delayed until

now, and indeed all are not yet in, but I hope they will be

ere this is mailed, that my report may be as complete as

possible. Only one presents a report conforming in all

respects to Series No. 3, as furnished by you for my guidance

;

and I would respectfully recommend that printed blanks be

prepared and furnished each teacher, that they may be en-

abled imderstandlngly to prepare their report. Our schools

are generally in good condition, but I regret to say that but

a small portion of the children enrolled in the districts attend

school, as the statistics will show.

I have labored to secure a uniformity of text books, but

have not yet succeeded, yet am not without hope of gradually

bringing it to pass ; many dislike change that involves ex-

pense, unless they can see an early return in kind.

Sanders' Elocutionary Chart has been by me introduced to

the notice of the schools, and its use explained ; some of them

have already procured it, and others, no doubt, will do so.

Our teachers will compare favorably, in ability to teach,

with the same number in any part of our State, and several

of them are of the best order of teaching talent, and all are

of good moral character, and are seeking to elevate the

standard of our schools.

In several of our schools a public examination has been

held, and the public invited to attend. The pupils generally

acquitted themselves well and were a credit to their teachers
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At the close I have delivered an address, endeavoring to

awaken a greater interest in our public schools.

Our school houses are generally in good order, and con-

veniently arranged ; one district is without any, having to

rent a room, and then only continuing school while the puhlic

money lasts, which seems to me a very questionahle policy.

The trustees in our township are gentlemen of the hcst stand-

ing in the community, and seek to discharge their duties so

as to advance the interest of our schools ; but they perhaps

fail in visiting, seldom being found in the school room ; and

perhaps it is asking too much of them to leave their business

and give their time to this work without compensation.

As you are aware, the Teachers' Institute for Middlesex

county was held this year in our towuship, and I have no

doubt e.xerted a very salutary influence upon the cause we

seek to promote by our public school system. I have visited

each of the schools not less than once per term, and in most

cases more frequently, and have examined four teachers, one

male and three females, each of whom sustained a very

creditable examination ; and there is no doubt but that our

schools are making, if not a rapid, yet a very satisfactory

progress in all things that constitute a good school.

J. JAMES BAKER,
Town Superintendent.

SOUTH BRUNSWICK.

It has become my dut}'^ once more to lay before you my
report for the township of South Brunswick, relative to

schools. I would say that there is no material change, ex-

cept there has been one new district made since my last re-

port, denominated Little Rocky Hill, composed of parts of

South Brunswick and Franklin townships, which has been

long souirht for. In this new district, the trustees have

erected as convenient a school house as circumstances would
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admit, and the school lias been in operation for several months,

and I believe as prosperous as the rest of the schools in this

township, considering the difficulties which they have had to

contend with. All the schools, as a general thing, arc on the

improvement, and I hope nothing will transpire to impede

their progress. I have found by past experience that there

is no use in suggesting any improvement in the school law.

It has been done many times without effect. One thing is

wrong, in relation to not receiving the second State appor-

tionment of school money, as the law calls for, whicli greatly

retards the prosperity of our schools. The teachers in this

township are all well qualified to teach in all those branches

required by law. In visiting the different schools, I find that

teachers are exercising an increased interest in the discharge

of their duty.

J. I. BULKLEY,
Town Superintendent.

WOODBRIDGE.

In addition to the table of statistics herewith transmitted,

I feel a satisfaction in being able to report some improvement

in the condition of the schools in this township. More at-

tention is being paid to the building and furnishing of school

houses. The attendance of pupils has been good in those

districts where the schools have been continued through the

year. (Some of the districts, for want of public money,

having had school only six months.) The teachers, as a

whole, have been qualified and fit for their several stations,

and so far as the Normal teachers have been engaged, a

general satisfaction has been given.

I see no reason why a school poll tax might not be assessed

on every voter. There are a large number of voters who
pay only a tax of fifty cents, who would be just as ready to

pay another fifty cents for school purposes, and until seme
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other system than the present be adopted for the rasin^^ of

school money, ayouUI add materially to the amount. The

plan proposed to the last legislature to use all the revenues

of the State for school purposes, though not likely to meet

with general favor, is worthy of consideration.

ELLIS B. FREEMAN,
Toum ^Superintendent,

MONMOUTH COUNTY.

FREEHOLD.

The time having arrived for making the annual report of

common schools to the State Superintendent, I herewith pre-

sent you with the following statement of this township. The

whole number of children between the ages of five and eigh-

teen, as reported by the trustees of the several districts, is

1059, an increase of 20 over last year ; of this 96 are col-

ored. There are eight entire districts in this township, all of

which are in good working order. Our teachers are all

licensed.

The State, county and township money which will be re-

ceived during the winter will be sufficient to make most of the

districts free. No. 7 and No. 11 are the only two which have

made assessments on the parents.

During the past summer a good, substantial and comforta-

ble school house has been erected in the south part of the

village of Freehold, in district No. 3, (Murphey's) at an ex-

pense of $1354.72, which has been met by selling the old

school house and lot for $300, raising by subscription 3139.16,

using $457.56 of the school money which was on hand, and

mortgaging the new building and lot for $463.
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This improvement was greatly needed, and mncli praise is

due to the trustees of the district for tlic gratuitous and la-

borious part wiiich they performed in having it consummated.

The amount of money paid into my hands since the 15th

of Doeeml)or last, by Wm. B. Sutphin, Esq., township collec-

tor, is $2r)00 township money raised by tax for school pur-

poses
;
$529.09 State and county surplus money; $521. (J4

raised for repairing Freehold academy, No. 2, and building

school house for colored children ; and $G6.25 for building

session house in district No. 9 ; all of which has been appro'

priatcd to the several districts.

JOHN AV. BARTLESON,
Town Superintendent.

HOWELL.

In preparing the annual report of the condition of schools

in this township I find nothing of special interest to record.

We have ten entire school districts, and one which lies partly

in another county, with a house for each district. The houses

with one or two exceptions are quite commodious and com-

fortable. In district No. 6 (West Farms) there has been a

very desirable house erected, the old one having been con-

siderably damaged by fire. This is the only improvement in

this direction that has been made during the past year.

The schools have been visited as usual, and in most cases

some of the trustees have been present. It is a matter of re-

gret however, that trustees do not, generally speaking, mani-

fest that interest in relation to the prosperity of the schools

which they should. Would it not be good policy to recom-

pense them reasonably for their services, and to impose a pen-

alty in case of dereliction of duty ? It is also to be regretted

that parents do not exhibit a more lively interest in the edu-

cation of their children; when every parent should make him-
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self familiar with the character of the discipline, and the

course of instruction his children are undergoing. Seldom if

ever do they call upon the teacher or visit the school room.

This is certainly a great mistake. Children are naturally

very sensitive, and when they see their parents sympathising

with them, and aiding them in their difficult tasks, it proves

to them a powerful incentive to increased diligence and

stronger effort. Would that parents as a class could be made
to fully realize this important fact.

But few of the schools, for the want of sufficient appropri-

ations, are kept in operation near the whole of the time. Two
only have been kept open the whole of the year. Five have

been free, with an average of about two and a half quarters

each. The course of instruction in all the schools of the

township has averaged seven months and a half. The ma-

jority of our teachers are well qualified and give general satis-

faction.

The practice which has been adopted in some instances in

our township, of employing teachers previous to their being

examined according to law, is to be deprecated. If, as it

sometimes happens, the examination does not prove satisfac-

tory, it places the superintendent in a very peculiar situation.

He must either grant the license, when at the same time he

feels that he is doing an injustice to his position, or the teacher

must forfeit that recompense which his time and labors would

seem to demand. In cases of this kind, if the trustees them-

selves could be held responsible to the teacher for the pay-

ment of his dues, it would doubtless have the effect to prevent

a repetition of the custom.

There is, notwithstanding some of the difficulties to which

I have alluded, an educational sentiment in our township that

is growing and disseminating its wholesome effects into almost

every household ; and I hope the day is not far distant when

the legislature of New Jersey will enact a law making ample

appropriations for the establishment of free schools through-
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out the State. Tlicn will she do honor to liersolf and her

duty to the rising generation.

JOS. B. GOODNOUGII,
Town Superintendent.

MANALAPAN.

It is with pleasure that I am ahle to report an increased

interest and attention to the cause of education. I tliink the

parents seem more fully alive to the necessity of securing the

services of qualified and faithful teachers—realizing their

true interests in having the foundation properly laid, thereby

saving time and money.

An increased attention is given to the comfort of the chil-

dren, by providing more suitable accommodations, as svill be

seen by the circular accompanying this report. The majority

of our schools having provided themselves with good desks

and seats, (I would here recommend the great advantage of

separate desks and seats with backs, similar to those used in

the public schools of our cities.) Our school houses are in

good repair, and all, at this time, supplied with teachers,

present an encouraging appearance ; not that they are what

I should like to see them, but in comparing them with what

they were, we have great reason to take courage, and go for-

ward, hoping by gradual improvement to make them what

they should be.

JOS. H. VAN MATER,
Town Superintendent.

MIDDLETOWX.

In addition to the statistics furnished, as per table, I would

say, that the schools of this township are in a prosperous

condition, much more interest is taken by the patrons than

formerly ; the teachers having all been licensed, take a high
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stand, and arc succeeding well in their important vocation.

Thoroughness in the various branches taufrht is realized as an

indifipensal)le requisite in the character of a teacher. Two
of our teachers are graduates of the Normal School, and their

devotion to their profession is doing much to enlist the sym-

pathies of the inhabitants in favor of that important institu-

tion.

The Teachers' Association of the county is becoming an

important organization, attracting as it does the attention and

cooperation of a large number of the teachers, their meeting

affording an opportunity for the discussion of interesting topics

relative to the general subject of education, and eliciting the

combined experience of all with reference to the best methods

of imparting instruction to the young. Uniformity of text

books has long been thought by many an important conside-

ration. An effort was made in that direction by the school

officers of the town with the teachers of the several districts
;

the success attending it has led us to the conclusion that ere

long that desirable object will be accomplished. Three dol-

lars per scholar for all within the prescribed age, has been

raised by taxation for the support of public schools by our

township ever since the passage of the law in 1851.

DAVID B. STOUT,
Town Superintendent.

OCEAN.

The schools in Ocean township at present are in a more

flourishing condition than for years past, an increased interest

being awakened among both parents and children, and a lar-

ger number of children have been in attendance during the

year than in some time. If our legislature would grant a

remuneration to school trustees, it would, in all probability,

be conducive to greater attention and interest on their part.

There is also a great want of a suitable school record in our
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schools, to which the town superintendent nilglit refer for

statistics, and save much time and labor.

Our school buildings are generally in good condition, some

of them inferior to none in the State.

TIIOS. G. CHATTLE, M. D

,

Toum Superintendent.

RAllITAN.

I will submit, with my annual table of statistics, a few re-

marks. As will appear from the table, our township has, pe-

cuniarily, done better by her schools than for several years

previous. I regret to say, however, that with some praise-

worthy exceptions, the professional ability of the teachers

has not been qtdte equal to sonu) seasons past. The })roof of

professional skill and fidelity can never be obtained from the

examination on which the granting of a license is warranted.

It is a truism that "the tree is known by its fruits." So the

practical ability of the public school teacher is to be known

wholly from the progress made by his school. The ditficulty

with our teachers is not, as a general thing, lack of educa-

tion, but they are not knoiving enough. A teacher should be

able to read the child-mind which he is about to train. lie

should know and be able to unravel the little kinks of juve-

nile obtuseness ; and how much harder to do this, than simply

to dole out tasks to a precocious child. That is Tue true

teacher, who can so help on the dull, as that they s»iall not

lag at a desponding distance in the wake of the bright.

In all schools there must be a few children who from mere

natural parts must stand alone. But has not the superin-

tendent the right to expect that, at every successive term, the

gage of the general improvement shall be found to have posi-

tively gone up ? that the school has no mental statu quo ?

and much less any backward slide ?

We are much dissatisfied with the registry system of the
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schools of our township. While nearly all keep registers,

they are not the rigiit sort, but superficial in their kind ; and

by strict consistency, just as sujicrficially or slovenly kept.

Ought not a teacher to be held derelict to his duty, and as

jeopardizing his claims for service, that does not keep a record

such as shall fairly meet the reciuirement of the superintend-

ent? Indi'i I, every record should be a permanent thing,

and the pi 'perty of the trustees. In one school I have

caused such a record to he begun, by prevailing upon the

trustees to purchase for a permanent use the admirable register

of our native teacher, Mr. Van Brockle. This work will last

twenty years. Query—AVould it not be wise legislation that

inflicted on teachers delinquent in this matter a suitable fine,

say $10, sach fine in amount being deducted from the order

given by the trustees, upon proper representation made by

the superintendent ?

I wf'uld suggest that a remedy be devised for the growing

evil, viz : trustees engaging teachers before the superintend-

ent is consulted. When a teacher has fairly got into his

labors, ere the supervising officer is aware, examination for

license becomes at once a superficial matter. For the sake

of efficiency, the authority of the superintendent should not

be thus weakened by any forestalling of his judgment.

SAMUEL LOCKWOOD,
Town Superintendent.

SIIUEWSDURY.

The undersigned, town superintendent of public schools of

the township of Shrewsbury, in the county of Monmouth,

respectfully reports

:

That the number of children taught therein, as well as the

terras of tuition, the length of time the schools have been

kept open, have been by me stated to the said State Superin-

tendent, In iny other communication lately mailed to the said
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officer ; .also the amount of monoy "which has bcon appropri-

ated and expended in support of tlie said schools.

I believe that all the schools have been supplied -with good

and efficient teachers, and that the children therein have

been well taught, as far as relates to the ciforts and intention

of the teacher. I believe I have also heretofore reported to

you the number of school districts and parts of districts com-

prised within the township. The fragments of school districts

last referred to, are connected with the other parts of the

respective district lying in Ocean township, adjoining Shrews-

bury township.

The number of whole districts in Shrewsbury township is

seven, viz:

1. The Shrewsbury Town District, having its school house

at Shrewsbury Town village. The house is a frame buildin":,

two stories high, built about twenty years ago. It is adja-

cent to the public highway. The children attending it have

not any play ground except the highway.

There is also another school house in this district, built by

individual contributions, and the school therein maintained by
individual expense, independent of any public moneys.

2. The Tinton Falls District, has one school house, one

story high, one room, having no play ground for the children

except the public highway. This house is situate at the

village of Tinton Falls.

There is also in this district a school for colored children

exclusively, and taught by a colored teacher. This latter

school is remote from the former school.

3. The Red Bank District, having one school house, frame

building, two stories high, occupied by two schools. This

buildiu'.^ is remote from the highway, and has a play ground

surrounding the buildincr, removed from the public thorouc^h-

fare.

There are two other district schools kept in this district, in

two separate buildings. But- the location and accommoda-
tions of these latter buildings are inappropriate for the pur-
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pose of a school. The children attending these latter schools

have no exclusive appropriate play grounds, and seek di-

version (if any) out of regular school hours in the public

thoroughfares adjacent to the buildings. This district is sadly

in tvatU of proper school rooms, with appropriate necessary

appurtenances, in more cdigiblc localities.

The persons interested in the district should at once fur-

nish economical but ample accommodations and conveniencies

for the school children of the district.

4. The Little Silver District has one school room, no play

ground attached for the use of the children, except the ad-

jacent highway. The building has been lately erected.

5. The Rurason District has one school room, with play

ground attached, remote from the highway. But the school

room is too small for the accommodation of the present num-

ber of the children, and, in my opinion, the persons interested

in the district should, without delay, extend more enlarged

accommodations to the pupils of the district.

6. Fair Haven District has one school room for the white

children. But the room is too small, in my opinion, for the

benefit and comfort of the pupils of the district, and the seats

and desks are badlj arranged, and tend greatly to the dis-

comfort of both teacher and children. This matter invites

the serious consideration of all persons interested in the dis-

trict, and should have, at once, its proper remedy. The

present arrangement of the building is highly detrimental to

the best interests of all concerned.

In this district there is also a school exclusively for colored

children, taught by a colored teacher, and remote from the

former school.

7. The Port Washington District has one school room, re-

mote from the village, and, I believe, of sufficient size and

proper arrangement for the present accommodation of the

district.

But good school houses and efficient teachers are of but

comparatively little benefit to the pupil, if the efforts of the
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teacher in the school room find no response in the encourage-

ment of the parent at home. If chihlren were taught to be

students at home as well as in the school house, teachers

would be better encouraged in the discharge of their duties,

and parents would appreciate more quickly the benefits of our

public schools.

R. ALLEN, Jr.,

Town Superintendent.

MORRIS COUNTY.

CHATHAM.

In addition to the enclosed statistics, I will sav that our

school houses with but few exceptions are very respectable aa

to their outward appearance ; but the internal arrangements

which are so very essential for the comfort and physical de-

velopment of the children are far from what they ought to be.

Ample play grounds and shade trees we are to patiently wait

for, expecting to have them "by and by." The people of

district No. 7 have lately completed a very substantial build-

ing of brick, an ornament to their place, and to every passer

by pleasing and attractive. Our schools at present are gene-

rally supplied with thorough and efficient teachers ; and if

parents and trustees were careful and solicitous in selecting

teachers of proper qualifications as regards scholarship, sound

principles and weight of character, who would command the

respect and win the ajQfections of their pupils, inspiring them

with the love of study, giving them early the habits of punc-

tuality and close application, our youth would groAv up with

*' enlightened minds and virtuous manners." If sir, we could

have such, and only such teachers, in all the common schools

12
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of our land, year after year continually (the frequent chanj^e

of teachers is a serious drawback,) the small amount required

from parents in addition to that which is already provided

would he richly repaid in the intelligence and integrity of

their sou^; and we should have continually coming on the

stage a greater number of the wise and good, the enterprising

and in«lustriou8, well qualified in all respects to perpetuate

our civil and religious institutions.

STEPHEN II. WARD,
Town Superintendent,

CII ESTER.

There is not I believe a single district in the-township which

has employed the same teacher during the entire year. This

would occasion confusion even if all the registers were pro"

perly kept. In general I find the teachers qualified for their

business. We have in our township an excellent school, "the

Chester Institute," where nearly all of our teachers have re-

ceived their education, and which elevates the standard of

intelligence.

The town has raised by tax this year three hundred dollars

more than ever before, and adopting generally the free sys-

tem ; they keep open the schools from eight to nine months.

There is not however a due appreciation of the importance of

common school education.

Several of our school houses are sadly out of repair, and

there is a backwardness in taking measures for their improve-

ment. Nearly all the teachers complain of irregularity of

attendance. [

We ure in an agricultural district, and many parents do

not sen I r^eir children to school so long as there is any thing

for then .o do at home. The tuition being free, they imagine

that the absence of their children during part of the time

•»flll occa- ion no loss.
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These (IKTiculties we trust will be lessened with the advance

of education and intelligence.

JAMES F. BREWSTER,
Toivn Sujyerintendent.

HANOVER.

The condition of the schools has changed little during the

year. What I now have to say may be expressed in a few

remarks under three heads.

I. I think some evidences appear of improvement, such as

the following—1. A growing desire for good teachers. 2.

Such an elevation of the standard of teaching in some dis-

tricts as makes it increasingly difficult to tolerate incompetent

teachers. 3. A rapidly growing dissatisfaction with the de-

fects of our public school system.

II. I am sure there are many evidences of great need of

improvement, of which the following are a few—1. School

buildings and school furniture are generally very inferior and

very much neglected, and of proper apparatus there is no-

thing. 2. Opposition to raising more money for schools by

tax is very decided ; although Hanover now raises less than

some adjoining townships, whose improved free schools show

the advantages of a more liberal policy. 3. Unwillingness

to pay tuition bills and disposition to expect the public money

to defray all school expenses are strengthening. 4. The

schools are seldom visited by parents or others ; those who

have no children at school generally act as if they could not

possibly have any interest in schools.

III. I am well satisfied that a good education will not be

acquired by the rising generation, at the public schools, un-

less—1. These schools are made entirely free; and 2, are

liberally supported by public money ; and 3, are put under

rigid and intelligent control ; and 4, unless the popular mind

shall be so awakened to the claims of education, as to act in
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view of the facts that the interests of property, morals and

religion are all immediately promoted by good public schools,

and that rich and poor are equally concerned in them.

JNO. M. JOHNSON,
Totvn Superintendent.

JEFFERSON.

At the commencement of the past year, I placed printed

registers in all the schools, at the same time requiring of the

teachers that they should be carefully kept. As a conse-

quence, my present report is, as nearly as may be, strictly

correct.

What I consider the greatest obstacle to the success of our

free school system is the utter indifference manifested by

parents in compelling the attendance of their children at the

schools. This is only carrying out one principle of our na-

ture, in which we arc apt to set too small a value upon things

which cost us nothing. I can see no better remedy for the

evil, than the passage of a law requiring a certain number of

days attendance at school, (except for good and sufficient

reasons to the contrary.) to entitle children to their share in

the benefits of the school money.

CIIAS. McFARLAN,
Totvn Superintendent.

MORRIS.

The report which I herewith submit has been prepared

with much care and labor. Owing to the fidelity of the

teachers of the different districts, generally, in keeping their

records and forwarding their reports, I am enabled to present

it with a good degree of confidence as to its general correct-

ness. I do not consider it necessary to state in detail the

difficulties in the way of education ; these, from frofjuent
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repetition, arc familiar to all. SufTicc it to say, that the real

obstacles are of such a nature that they cannot be removed

by any wisdom of legislation. The great hindrance doubtless

is, a low estimate of the real value of education among the

people generally, and a consequent want of interest in regard

to it. To remedy this evil, some method of reaching more

efTectively the ear of parents seems necessary. The evil is

one which must evidently be cducatcfl out, rather than re-

moved by legislative enactments. It is but just that I should

state that our schools, for the most part, have been supplied

with capable and faithful teachers.

IIENIAN MEED,
Town Superintendent.

PEQUANNOCK.

In submitting our annual report of the census and condition

of the schools in Pequannock township, we beg leave to make
a few suggestions, and offer an apology for its meagreness.

And first, the apology. We owe this, for we hold that it

should have been perfect, whereas it is not ; and the blame

of this is due in part to myself, and in part to the teachers.

To me, because I should have taken more pains to impress

the duty of punctuality in rendering their reports, and keep-

ing them carefully, and to them for remissness, in some in_

stances, in keeping an accurate register, and in others in not

remitting their reports in time for embodiment in this. We
trust another year will witness the exact performance of duty

in these particulars.

We are pleased to be able to state that we have an able

corps of teachers, with exceptions, in the township, a part of

them graduates of the Normal School, who are acquitting

themselves generally with honor, and some that are not, with

equal honor, as to ability and aptness to teach ; while a few,

I fear, have more respect to the salary than the intellectual
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or moral traininfj of the children. Our best endeavors, as

we visit the schools, are given to impress teachers and scholars

with a sense of mutual duty, as well as to point out the best

methods for its discharge, and excite a love thereto, and this,

we think, with happy effect.

Incompetent teachers are occasionally introduced through

the fault of trustees, and this, through their hiring them and

setting them to teach before they have been licensed. It is

then an unpleasant duty to refuse them license, and in some

instances it is thought best to let them reap the fruit of their

own misdoings.

Another defect, in some districts, is the too frequent change

of teachers. The sooner an incompetent teacher is exchanged

for another and a better, the more to be desired ; but this is

not always tlic case ; more regard being had to the price,

sometimes, than the qualifications. Sometimes even a com-

petent teacher is discharged for one very inferior, from re-

gard to the dollars and cents. It may sometimes happen

that even a well qualified teacher may become a little drowsy,

through long continuance in the same locality. It is a plea-

sant feature that our teachers have been mainly grown upon

our own soil of New Jersey, and are generally succeeding so

well. It indicates progress in the right direction.

We are gratified to be able to state that a number of our

school houses have been built with due regard to the comfort

and convenience of the pupils, while we are sorry to say that

others are a downright disgrace to the districts in which they

are situated—forbidding in appearance and location, and the

interior arrangement just adapted to weary children and try

the temper of teachers, and affect injuriously the health of

all concerned. We have no doubt but that contracted chests

and curved spines are sometimes owing to the villainous man-

ner desks and benches are often constructed. A school house

should be a home of neatness and comfort.

We are sure many parents greatly underrate the impor-

tance of giving their children, at least, a good common school
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education. This wc infer from bo many being kept a greater

part of the time from school, and others so irregular in atten-

dance, while some are not sent at all. IIow it can be reme-

died Kceuis a difilcult problem. 1 think, sometimes, that if

the schooling was entirely free, it might effect a chaDgc for

the better ; and yet the objection, that what costs nothing is

lightly esteemed, comes up for consideration. Without con-

sidering it, however, we would suggest that a penalty, which

would cost something, might be exacted from those who

without sufficient cause, refused to send their children between

certain ages ; such as prevails in some other lands. Whether

the people are prepared to enact and sustain such a law, is a

matter, I suppose, of grave doubt. The beneficial eff'eet of

the two combined—free schooling, and expensive staying

away—I have but little doubt.

In conclusion, I would respectfully suggest that the law

relative to the disbursement of the public funds might be

amended for the better. As the law now stands, the trustees

are legally bound to make the school free so long as the fund

will permit. This we know is disregarded in most instances

and the money distributed as near equally as may be through-

out the year. But this is done at a risk ; for as many as

choose may refuse to pay their quota of the sum additional

necessary to meet the salary, and there is no law to compe^

them ; in- fjict the law, as it now stands, is on their side.

And yet, if there are funds sufficient to make the school free

for only half the year, which is about the average amount,

the other half will of course be without any, and those who
can send only during that half are unequally dealt with. If

the law left it undecided which of the two courses the trus-

tees should take, or else make it obligatory to apportion its

funds equally among the quarters of the yeaf, it would be a

decided improvement.

N. CONKLING,
Toum Superintendefit.
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.- ROXBURY.

The statistical report transmitted I have endeavored to

make as accurate as circumstances would allow. The condi-

tion of the schools in this township is not such as may he de-

sired by the friends of education. In my visits, I find, gene-

rally speaking, that our teachers are left to pursue the even

tenor of their way, unheeded, uncared for ; the inhabitants

seem to be too intently engaged in pursuit of the '"almighty

dollar" to spare time to attend to the best interest and future

welfare of their children. Trustees' visits, like "angels'

visits," are few and far between.

Any common laborer would not be left one week on a farm

alone, for that would involve a matter of dollars and cents

;

yet children are sent to school year after year, without parents

caring how they are taught, when the future welfare of the

child depends upon the character and education acquired in

early years.

It is to be regretted that parents are not more mindful of

the duties and relation they owe to the school room. Seldom,

if ever, do they call upon the teacher or visit his school.

Every parent should make himself familiar with the whole

routine of duties in the school room, and of what kind of

discipline his children are brought under from day to day.

He should do this, not simply by emjuiring of the pupils, but

by actually visiting the school room, llis presence there

• wuuld do much towards encouraging both teacher and pupil.

^Vhen a child sees a parent deeply interested in school exer-

cises, sympathizing with him in his difficult studies, and aiding

him in improvement, it inspires him with new energy, and he

will apply himself more closely to his studies. Trustees

complain that they have no time to attend to their duties, and

could be earning money if at home ; while many are good for

nothing when they do attend ; some can scarcely read or

write, while others know less about the signs and rules of
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arithmetic than thoj do about tavern signs and rules for im-

bibing porter and lager beer.

Periiaps if our schools were free during the year they

would receive more attention. Under the present arrange-

ment we have money enough to keep them open six or eight

months. In order to sustain a school longer, a sufTicient

amount must be subscribed by those who patronize the school.

When the subscription paper is circulated, one would be sur-

prised to sec with what reluctance the almighty dollar is sub-

scribed. This gives rise to harsh epithets towards our present

school system.

S. D. BUDD,
Town Superintendent.

WASHINGTON.

In addition to my annual report, herewith transmitted, I

would say, that our schools are nearly all in a prosperous

condition. We have some very good teachers laboring in this

township, and are proud to say that their labors are appre-

ciated both by parents and pupils. Our school houses are

mostly in good repair, several of them being nearly new. In

fact, all things pertaining to our schools are moving smoothly,

except our pecuniary affairs. We do not get near the money

we need during the first half of the year. In this to^ynship

we raise twelve hundred dollars by tax, which we do not get

until December, consequently we have but half of our State

school fund and the interest of the surplus revenue to appro-

priate to our schools the first six months, which amounts to

about five hundred dollars. Now this is not enough. We
need, at least, all of our State school fund the first half of

the year, and if that fund could be increased to double what

it now is, we would have our money nearer equally divided.

TIIEO. NAUGHRIGHT,
Toicn Superintendent.
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OCEAN COUNTY.

BRICK.

There is no material change for better or -worse in the

educational interests of this township.

Enclosed with this, you will find the blank report filled, as

accurately as it could be, in the absence of any returns from

the teachers of the township. The impossibility of obtaining

correct statistical returns from the teachers, of the character

deferred to in the blank report, has been previously and fre-

quently suggested, from the fact that no such blank reports

are supplied the teachers.

If these were furnished, teachers would feel that the obli-

gation was imposed upon them, and a satisfactory and correct

statistical table could be made out.

We have not erected any new^ school houses during the past

year, but sensibly realized the great necessity of such being

done in several of the districts.

The whole amount raised for public schools is not sufficient

to keep them in operation the entire year. We still cherish

the hope that the legislature will see the necessity of regard-

ing the wishes of the people, as expressed from different sec-

tions of the State, and place the public schools of this State

in a condition that will make them compare favorably with

the schools of those States where more advanced and liberal

legislation in educational interests is enjoyed.

WM. F. BROWN,
Town Superintendent.



187

JACKSON.

It now becomes my duty as superintendent of the township

of Jackson to report to you the condition of the schools in

said township. We have nine school houses, five of which

will do very well, especially the ones at New Prospect, Pleas-

ant Grove and Leesvillo; the last one is a commodious build-

ing with an especial ventilator. The five are each supplied

with a good blackboard. The other four are small affairs,

and with the exception of one, which is a new building, are

out of repair. They are all frame buildings. The seats of

the four last mentioned are made of slabs, without backs, and

the legs not all of a length by a long ways, and are so high

that the scholars have to have ladders by which to mount

them, and they sometimes fall off, the result a laugh alto-

gether, and sometimes a bloody nose.

The schools are nearly all in session. Some of the teach-

ers are licensed ; they mostly commence without being licensed,

expecting to get them when they get their money. I have

refused some, but told them that if the trustees would sijrn

their license I would pay them. I have visited the schools

generally once each term, and have tried to encourage the

scholars and teachers. Sometimes the trustees and inhabit-

ants come out and by their presence manifest quite an interest

in the cause of education.

The trustees of some of the districts have been in the habit

of using the free money for repairs, &c., sometimes adding

the amount they wanted to draw to the teachers salary, and

sometimes using an order, stating what for ; they seem to

have thought that they had a legal right to use $20 per year

for repairs or towards paying for a new house, or rent, &c.

I have not as yet received any State money for this year.

There seems to be bad management in regard to the forth-

coming of the State money, it seems to go through too many
hands.

Our people seem to take quite au interest in the cause of
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education, and if we could be supplied with good teacheryi,

good rooms, books, and other things, without which we can

have no good schools, they would be in favor of making them

free. Previous to '58 they had raised only $300 ; 'r>8-'59

they raised ^GOO ; this year, 18G0, they raised $1000, which,

in connection with the State money, $377, enables some of

our most populous districts to have about six or seven months

free school, the others from three to five months. I have

reason to believe that they will not raise so much as $1000

next year, and I have heard that the committee talk of not

paying all that was raised this year, owing to the township

being a little in debt.

It seems to me that our schools should be made free by the

State. The reputation of the State demands it, the progress

of the age demands it, and the people demand it ; they have

been governed by corporations and railroad monopolies long

enough
;
give them the revenues of the State for free schools,

and tax them for the support of the State government. Make

the schools free, and the future campaign orators will take

the record of the vote that made them so with them on the

stump, and show to the people who, or what party, had voted

for or against their best interests.

\VM. II. BENNETT,
Town Superintendent.

PLUMSTED.

In consequence of the frequent change of teachers and the

absence of proper school registers in some of our schools I

find it difficult to make our statistics as accurate as I would

like, but 1 think the enclosed are nearly correct.

There are four districts and four parts of districts in this

township. One is composed of part of Upper Freehold town-

ship, Monmouth county, and three are partly in Jackson town-

ship.
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The majority of the teachers wlio were employed in our

schools the last year still remain with us.

I take pleasure in stating that our schools arc in a good

healthy condition, and arc provided with teachers who are

capable of teaching.

The only suggestion I have to offer is the hope that the

subject of public school appropriations will be brought before

the legislature, that a more liberal provision may be made

from the public revenue, giving the blessings of a gooil edu-

cation to every child in the State.

EMANUEL nODSON,
Town Superintendent.

UNION.

I herewith enclose you the forms received from you to be

filled out with school statistics from this township. As you

will readily observe it is quite imperfect. I have allowed the

trustees to manage their schools in their own way without in-

terference fiom me. The schools have however, as far as I

have observed them, been managed and kept very satisfac-

torily, most of the teachers no doubt being well qualified for

their duties. You will observe that the average number of

months that the schools have been kept open is marked nine,

which occurs from the fact of two small isolated districts hav-

ing, as their custom is, to have but one quarter taught in each

year, while in the other four they are open the whole year,

which will in a measure account for the comparative small

average number attending school.

J. EDWARDS,
Toivn Superintendent.
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PASSAIC COUNTY.

ACQUACKAXONK.

There is little new to communicate, except that we have

one new brick school house, with improved desks, two of the

old ones have been under repair this season, and much im-

proved for comfort and convenience ; the remaining school

houses are rather old ; efforts are making to build new ones

in some districts. The general interest for schools is not

what it should be, but still there is an advance. Teachers

are generally well qualified and all are examined and licensed

by the county examiners. Trustees do not visit the schools

as much as they should, and a more general complaint is

that parents so seldom call and see the schools. There being

a balance in hand last spring has enabled the schools to be

kept open all the year.

CORN'S. G. VAN RIPER,

Toion Superintendent.

MANCHESTER.

I herewith transmit my report for the current year ; it is

as accurate as I can make it from the data which I have been

enabled to obtain. I find little or no progress in our town-

ship beyond last year. There is not that amount of impor-

tance attached to education, either by the trustees of the

schools or the parents of the children, as there ought to be.

The freeholders, in many instances, grudge being taxed for

the schools, because they have to pay for the education

of the children of those who do not own land ; they would

like to sec the children educated by the direct payment of
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school fees by the parents of chil(h-cn, or as paupers. There

is little or no hope for free schools liere for some time to

come, hut J am j^lacl to see that in two, at least, of our schools,

the teachers arc doing their best to make education strike

its roots deeper in the understandings of the scholars than

what has been done here before ; and in district No. 4, a

large proprietor has promised a handsome donation to the

school, in order that a good teacher may find it to his advan-

tage to remain with us.

DONALD ALEXANDER,
Toivn Superintendent.

PATERSON.

Our Board of Education generally consists of gentlemen

whose vocation demands their personal attendance. By ex.

amining the laws under which we are organized, you will see

that the school committee do not receive any remuneration

for their services, and that the superintendent is allowed one

dollar per day " for each day he is actually employed in the

duties of his office."

I transmit a pamphlet containing the laws referred lo

above, and also the by-laws which the board have adopted.

From these you may obtain an outline of the duties which

we have to perform. These duties are rendered exceedingly

onerous to some members in consequence of the inattention

of others, who are seldom present at the meetings of the

board, and have to be frequently sought for when their pres-

ence is needed to pass upon questions of importance. I have

called your attention to these facts to show that our public

schools require all the time which we can devote to the cause

of education, under existing circumstances.

Our public schools are producing some of the benefits which

their foumlers anticipated. Our teachers are competent and

faithful ; their efficiency is manifested by the moral deport-
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ment and Intellectual attainments of the vonn^ ladies and

gentlemen who have therein received their edueation. We
look forward with joyful anticipation to the time when these

schools will he placed under their charge, and hope that they

will manifest their gratitude for the benefits received therein,

by watching over and protecting the cause of education

against the assaults of its open enemies, as well as of its

secret foes.

"We have during the present year consolidated our gram-

mar schools, and have now one "high school" instead of

three of the former. The friends of the measure intended

that the young ladies should occupy, while studying, one de-

partment, and the young gentlemen another, and that classes

of the same grade, male and female, should meet and recite

at the same time, in a room prepared for that purpose. Tliey

expressed the opinion that this Avould create a lau<lable rivalry

between teachers who should alternate in hearing recitations,

and that neither young ladies nor young gentlemen would

enter the recitation room under these circumstances witliout

a full knowledge of the subject under consideration. It was

found, however, that the rooms were not adapted for the pur-

pose, and hence the classes have been formed, each consisting

partly of females and partly of males. I believe it is conce-

ded that the change has proved beneficial even under the

present organization, but it was upon the first plan that others

as well as I relied for success, and we still hope to see realized

by its adoption.

CORNELIUS S. VAN WAGONER,
City ^Superintendent.

POMPTON.

In addition to the statistics and answers to questions which

I have given you, I would say that, on the whole the condi-

tion of the schools in our township is rather gratifying, though
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there is much in regard to them that is very far otherwise.

As I have visited the schools, I have been pleased to find that,

generally, teachers and scholars have been diligently em-

ployed in their appropriate work. A portion of our schools

have been conducted in good order and with evident ability,

while it must be said with regard to two or three of them,

that they have been rather below par.

As to the interest manifested by the people of our town-

ship in educational affairs, it is a pleasing indication, that for

the current year they voted to raise one thousand dollars for

the support of common schools. This is nearly two dollars

for each child in the township between the ages of five and

eighteen. And it is a decided advance on what has been

generally raised in former years.

But there are other particulars in which it appears that by

far too little interest is felt. The people in most of our dis-

tricts are not willing to pay enough, in addition to the tax

and State funds, to procure competent teachers.

Parents do not visit the schools. They leave the teacher

and the children in the school house to feel that they are

utterly neglected. And, what is yet more to be deplored,

when school is in operation, many parents neglect to see that

their children attend. By a reference to the statistics, it will

be seen that the whole number of children reported is five

hundred and eighty- two. The whole number on the registers

of the respective schools is three hundred and eighty-two.

From this it appears two hundred children of a suitable age

have not enjoyed the advantages of school at all, and that

through the culpable neglect of parents. This is simply too

bad ! I am ashamed and sorry to be compelled to report the

fact. It is a circumstance operating greatly to the disadvan-

tage of our schools, that they change teachers so frequently.

Under the operation of this system, it is a fact that for the

past month, four of the schools in our township have been

without teachers. Trustees have, indeed, striven to obtain

teachers, but while they were doing so, valuable time was

13
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passing by unimproved. Two of them are now supplied. I

hope the tone of feeling on the subject of education is im-

proving.

JAS. E. BERNART,
Totvn iSitperinte?ident.

WEST MILFORI).

In compliance "with your request, I herewith return your

third series of questions, with answers annexed, which are as

nearly correct as I could make them. It is not without diffi-

culty that a report for the year could be made by me, as I

was elected last April, and, in consequence of the frequent

change of teachers, and some of the districts not having

school through the past summer, I was under the necessity

of obtaining the information of some of them from other

sources.

I have reported to you thirteen districts in the township,

but one of them is a small part of a district lying in this

township, and the school is taught in another county. Of

the others, four have been kept open all the year, and the re-

mainder from six to nine months. We appropriate the public

money toward the payment of teachers, as far as it will go,

and assess the balance on the scholars that attend school, to

make the balance of the teacher's salary ; and some of the

districts have only had school during such term as the public

money would pay, which is about six months. Our school

houses are, most of them, in good condition, several of them

having been built within a few years, and we have one now in

course of erection, nearly finished, which shows there is a

spirit of improvement in matters of education.

HORACE LA ROE,
Town Superintendent.
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SALEM COUNTY.

MANNINGTON.

All our public schools have been visited, and I submit the

within report for the past year, which is nearly correct, except

that district No. 1, containing ninety-one children, and parts

of four districts, containing fifty-eight, making one hundred

and forty-nine children which are not included therein (except

in the whole number of children between the ages of five and

eighteen.) The children in the first district going to Salem

schools, and of the latter to schools in other townships adja-

cent to their residences.

The schools in this township have not I believe been im-

proved under the public school system, except that there is

now more diversity of branches taught than formerly to suit

the increasing wants of the people ; nor is there as much in-

terest manifested under the present system by the inhabitants

as under the former, many of them believing it is their right,

and that they are altogether competent to educate their chil-

dren as they think best, and that the public school law is un-

just and burdensome.

Districting the township and confining the school fund to

the respective districts, and compelling men to send to par-

ticular teachers and in certain districts under penalty of re-

ceiving no school fund, and in incorporating district No. 4

have led to mjiiiy difficulties in neighborhoods. In the above

Bamed district there are now four schools in operation, conse-

quently they are all small, and I see no way under the pre.

sent school law of remedying the evils. There is so little in-

terest manifested by the inhabitants in public schools that at

the annual meetings held for the election of trustees, although
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public notice of such moctin;;s lias been given regularly,

hardly enough of the people can be called together to elect

trustees ; sometimes they have failed to meet. After they

have been elected they have seldom or never visited the schools.

They have selected their teachers from such as have applied

for the oflice, and then trusted to the teachers and superin-

tendent for the balance. Formerly under the old system, so

far as my observation extended, the trustees made it a prac-

tice to visit the schools once a month, and gave advice as they

saw proper.

DAVID TELCII,

Town Superintendent.

SALEM.

I have the honor of making my first report to you as su-

perintendent of public schools in this city. The answers re-

turned are as full as it is in my power to furnish, and would

have been forwarded sooner had I not been delayed in pro-

curing them.

Though I have noticed two pul»lic schools in this place,

there is in reality but one. The other spoken of as " col-

ored" is of small account, and perhaps of questionable ad-

vantage.

Our public school in Salem I think would compare favora-

bly with any others out of the large cities. I think consider-

able interest is manifested in the subject here, and the whole

matter of public education is in the hands of intelligent, ju-

dicious, and well-judging men. There is also a large number

of private schools, both male and female, which I have no

doubt tend to prevent a more rapid increase in our public

schools. I have found much unwillingness among a certain

class to encourage the public institution, and wherever practi-

cable, they prefer sending their children to some private cs-



197

tablishment. I should say tliat the facilities for education in

Salem arc unusually great, and no parent or guardian need

be under the necessity of sending his child or ward to a dis-

tance from home to be educated.

In what is called our "Academy" there are three excellent

schools ; one male, where young men may he prepared for

college, and two female, all private. The first is under the

care of Rev. Mr. Bradin, a clergyman of the Episcopal

church, who was at one time at the head of Burlington Col-

lege. His terms, being $50 per annum, of course exclude

generally all but the sons of the wealthy. The female schools

are quite well supported and appear to be flourishing. Again,

we have various schools for children of all ages and degrees

of advancement, rendering our city somewhat remarkable,

when its population is consideerd, for its attention to and

facilities for education. I think it would be an improvement

on the present system if the School Superintendent of the

State had the right to visit and examine all schools in the

State, so that his report to the legislature might cover the Avhole

ground and give a complete view of the matter to every one

•who desired it. The great importance of the subject of edu-

cation connot be too highly appreciated, and the more fully

the matter is brought before the people the more interested

they will become.

The appointment of teachers is a matter which should be

most carefully regulated. I have known persons utterly in-

competent to be placed in the station, entirely through the

influence of friends or relations. This has a three-fold dis-

advantage. The time of the children is lost, the money of

the public thrown away, and the reputation of the school se-

riously, perhaps permanently, injured. And it therefore

would seem proper that onh' such persons as come up to a

legally prescribed standard should be allowed to occupy so

high and responsible a position.

I must beg to be excused for the liberty I have taken in
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miikinp tljcso sufrgcstions, and trust my first report from Sa-

lem will be found satisfactory.

TIIOS. F. BILLOPP,
Town Superintendent.

PITTSGROVE.

I have complied with your request, as near as possible.

From the imperfect manner that the teachers make their re-

ports, it is impossible to furnish an accurate report. The

amount of money raised by the township the present year is

more than double that of any former year. The schools have

been better attended, and a more general interest is mani-

fested than formerly. The trustees, as a general thing, em-

ploy the teacher without consulting the superintendent, too

often making the price a desideratum, rather than competency.

I have often urged the impurtance of having a well selected

library in each school, but old fashioned notions still prevail,

though I trust there is a better day coming.

J. S. WIIITAKER,
Town Sujjerintendent.

UPPER ALLOWAY's creek.

It is not without difficulty that a report can be made, as a

majority of teachers make no report. Our teachers are chiefly

natives of this township. "We have only one that is a gradu-

ate of the Normal School. Many of them are teaching without

license. The summer schools are attended by small children,

with but one or two exceptions, where there are higher branches

taught than reading, writing and spelling. Schools have been

kept in all the districts during the past year. The school

houses are in good repair, except one.

DAVID SIITMP, Jr.,

Totvn Superintendent.
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UPl'EH P1TT8GR0VE.

Schools have been kept open the whole year in districts

No. 1, 2, 3, and 8; nine months in No. 4; six months in

Nos. 5 and 7, and throe months in No. 0. The fractional

districts, from three to six months. The salary of the male

teachers average $75 per quarter ; the females, $40 per quar-

ter. In addition to tiie common branches, grammar, geogra-

phy, algebra, mensuration, surveying—but only four in the

latter branch. The money received from the State is

$305,72; but only one half of the November instalment has

never yet come to my hands till January, for some cause un-

known to me. The interest of the surplus revenue has not

yet come into my hands, but I have reported both as received.

The amount for this year of the interest on surplus revenue

is $218. Our township raised last spring $800. Several of

our school houses are yet in an uncomfortable condition. The

scholars attend very irregular in some of the districts, but

there is some more interest manifested in a few of the districts

than formerly by the parents, and the blackboard is now in-

troduced in nearly all the schools, which I consider a great

improvement.

JAS. COOMBS,
Town Superintendent.

SOMERSET COUNTY,

BEDMINFTER.

It is to be regretted that parents are not more mindful of

the duties and relation they owe to the school room. Sel-

dom, if ever, do they call upon the teacher or visit his school.
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Every parent should make himself familiar with the whole

routine of duties in the school room, and of what kind of

discipline his children arc brought under from day to day.

Ho should do this not simply by inquiring of the pupils, but

by actually visiting the school room. His presence there

would do much towards encouraging both teacher and pupil.

When a child sees a parent deeply interested in school exer-

cises, sympathizing with him in his difficult studies, and aiding

him in improvement, it inspires him with new energy, and he

will apply himself more closely to his studies. But so it is

;

parents or trustees never think it necessary to visit the schools

at all. And there is another great evil in our schools—irreg-

ularity of attendance by the scholars. Schools that have

fifty scholars on their register will not average more than

twenty-five the whole term.

Our teachers are mostly natives of this State. Teachers

are licensed by our county board of examiners. The children

that attend our schools are small, especially in the summer

season. The branches taught are spelling, reading, writing,

arithmetic, geography, English grammar, algebra, analysis

of words, and philosophy.

School has been kept open all the year, with the exception

of three, which will be vacant this winter. We have three

school houses in this township that are too cold for winter

schools ; the rest are in good repair. For school books we

have a general assortment, some of almost every kind that is

printed.

D. M. TODD,
Town Superintendent.

BERNARDS.

The statistics which I have sent to you are only approxima-

tions to the truth. They have been made out from accounts

taken by mysclt while visiting the school. Written reports
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have not boon received from any <li.strict in the township,

except as to the number of children. Such reports will never

be received unlosa blank forms arc furnished to the trustees,

accompanied with a requirement that they fill them up and

return to the town superintendent.

In one district a new house, with modern arrangements,

has been erected within the year. Another house has been

repaired and improved, though yet after the old style. The

school houses are all comfortable—five with, and three with-

out modern improvement of desks. Some progress has been

made in these n-.^pects, but as to general interest in the

schools, or the employment and remuneration of well quali-

fied teachers, we have made no advance. The county and

State fairs, with all their evils of horse racing, gambling,

drunkenness, idleness and extravagance, are more important

institutions, it would seem, in the estimation of many, than

our public schools. This is said not with a local application

to tliis county or township, but with a general reference to

the State.

JOIIX C. RANKIN,
Town Superintendent.

BRIDGE^yATER.

All our schools but two arc kept open through the whole

year, excepting the regular vacations, the duration of which

in the different districts range from four to eight weeks for

the whole year.

AVe have but one public school in the township which is

fully furnished with necessary apparatus for chemical experi-

ments, and philosophical and astronomical illustrations. Out-

line maps and better blackboards are greatly needed in nearly

all our schools.

Our teachers are generally well educated, and, for the

most part, have a mind to the work. They labor industri-
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ouslj, and are generally successful in securing not only pro-

gress in the objects of study, but good order and cleanliness

in the school room.

While our school laws make it obligatory upon the State

Superintendent to report to the legislature, and the town

superintendent to report to the State Superintendent on or

before the loth of December, yet there is no obligation

resting upon teachers or trustees to report to any body. I

submit, that while these reports are of so much importance

that the legislature should further enact that all teachers, on

some specified time, should render their reports to the town

superintendent, under the penalty of a deduction of his divi-

dend of the public money.

If our school laws could be codified and published in pamph-

let form, and a copy sent to each school district in the State,

together with the State Superintendent's annual report, a copy

of which to be kept in the desk of every teacher in the State,

much good would accrue by giving information greatly needed

to popularize the public school system, which is so essential

to its success.

CALEB MORTON,
Town Superintendent.

MONTGOMEUY.

I forward you the report of the schools in our township.

It is far from being complete, and perhaps not accurate in all

its details. In order to obtain the information asked for by

your circular, schools must be furnished Avith the proper

"registers" by the State or township, and until that is done

no report approximating to truth and accuracy can be made.

I speak for my own township. And these "registers" should

be placed in the schools by the first of December, so as to

enable the teachers to commence the work by that time.

The schools in our township are in good condition, having
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had excellent teachers. I know of no alteration necessary

in our school laws, unless it is to make the eU ction of the

town superintendents to occur in November, on the same day

of the State election, to commence their terms of office from

the first of January, and continue in office three years.

C. S. STRYKER,
Town Superintendent.

WARREN".

There are seven entire districts in this township, and four

partial ones, in all of which the schools are open at present.

There has been one new school house built during the last

year, at an expense of about ^^500, which is quite convenient,

with comfortable scats and desks. There have been two

others built within the last two years. The one in district

No. 10, North Plainficld, is large and convenient, two stories

high, well ventilated, containing a recitation room, and well

furnished with comfortable seats and desks.

The schools in the township are at present in a fair condi-

tion, but I regret to say that there is less interest manifested

by the parents in availing themselves of the opportunities

for educating their children than there should be.

Some districts propose to vacate the schools for a time, so

that the public money will defray the expenses of the schools,

not willing to be taxed to keep them open during the whole

year. There is only one district in the township that is free.

District No. 5, Cedar Grove, being large in territory, and

numbering 200 children, has a surplus. In the other districts

there is only sufficient money to keep the schools open about

two-thirds of the time. I wish that some plan might be de-

vised to make the schools free. Would it not be a question

of legislation to devise some way that our schools be made

free?

DAVID COON,
Town Superintendent.
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SUSSEX COUNTY.

BYRAM.

Herewith I send you the report concerning the schools in

this township.

The reports from the various districts are so imperfect that

I am compelled to give the figures, as to the attendance at

school, in a great measure by comparison "with previous years.

There is a defect in the school law, in regard to this particular,

which could be remedied by not allowing the superintendent

to pay any teacher his monthly or quarterly salary, unless

said teacher presented to the superintendent, at the time of

his application for his pay, a full report of the attendance for

the month or quarter, as the case might be. Under the

'present requirement of the law, there is no compulsion on the

part of teachers to give this information, and the result is

that we are left without it, to make our reports to the State

Superintendent as best we may.

There are no county examiners in this county, and all

teachers in this township are licensed by myself and the trus-

tees, as required by the law.

We have but one school in tliis township, (at Stanhope,)

which is kept open during the whole year, and that has been

accomplished by extra contributions on the part of the patrons,

over and above the public funds apportioned for its support.

The other schools in the township are generally open as long

as the public money lasts and closed the balance of the year.

All our schools in this township are supplied with Webster's

Dictionary and Lippincott's Gazetteer, furnished by the State.

E. A. REEDER,
Town Superintendent,
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FKANKFOKD.

The aspect of affairs educational in tliis township is much

the same as indicated in my hist report. The most I can say

is we are not retrogressing. The world moves, however, and

we ought to move along with it. Yet we do not. I wish the

legislature would show us how ; nay, rather give us a hoist in

the up-hill busincvss. If it does not, dooms-dsiy will be here,

ere our people will have half climbed the "Hill of Science."

Ah! when will our "most potent, grave and reverend seig-

niors" deem education a matter worthy of energetic action?

One would think that the many minds that speak annually

through the State Superintendent's Report, would awaken

some response from within the halls of Trenton. But no

!

scarcely a man among them condescends to notice the score,

at least, of voices that periodically talk at them through said

Report. They are only petty town superintendents ; what

matter ! Well, I will only say that if it is concluded that

New Jersey shall remain in the Union, she had better set

about inaugurating a better system for supplying the mental

wants of her future citizens.

The schools in our township are, generally, supplied with

good teachers. Indeed, I sometimes wonder that teachers so

good can be procured for the compensation they receive. In

some instances they would be even better that they are—that

is, the good effects of their labors would be more marked and

extensive, if some of the folks that employ them would per-

mit it. But, as you probably know, sir, every community

almost has the luck to be possessed of individuals who are

characterized by the spirit of the three tailors of Tooley

street, that in convention subscribed themselves "we, the

people of England"—men w^hose unhappy tempers invariably

prompt them to turn paltry personal matters into great pub-

lic issues ; and who commonly have such an excess of gall

that it overflows and drowns out their public spirit, if indeed

they ever possessed any. Happy for the neighborhood
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wlilch they adorn (!) if it docs not swamp, also, the good

feeling, and moral tone, and vital interests of society around

them. Who cannot call to mind instances in which the per-

sonal spleen of a single individual has impaired the usefulness

of a competent and faithful teacher, and finally driven him

away ; and, what is still worse, created among the children of

a district a spirit of insuhordiuation, lasting, and, perhaps,

cirrlasting in its consequences ? Alas ! such hateful and

humiliatinii facts arc too common. But, when education shall

have achieved the triumphs which we hope and expect it will,

such miserable machinations will no longer be successful.

Haste, happy day !

We have two school houses in this township, which are

now so dilapidated that school can no longer be held in them.

One of them will. I suppose, be rebuilt in the spring; what

will be done with the other I have not yet learned. Unless

they erect better structures than the inevitable wooden boxes

that disgrace our landscapes so generally, the children have

reason to pray that no school houses may be rebuilt in their

days of nonage.

G. W. LLOYD,
Toivn Superintendent.

HARDYSTON.

The statistical information respecting the public schools In

this township, will be found in No. Ill of your excellent

series of questions, which has been duly forwarded, and for

which permit me, in common with superinten<lent8, to tender

mv grateful acknowledgments for the invaluable assistance it

Las rendered in compiling the rc<iuired information. I have

not been able to make that part of my report so accurate as

desirable, owing to a negligence hitherto manifested by school

officers in providing their respective schools with registers—

a

difficulty whic'.i I hope will be avoided in the future.
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With regard to tlie general condition of schools in this

township, I have the pleasure to announce a growing interest

manifested in the advancement of the cause of education,

pervading all classes of the community. And though we are

deeply conscious that we have not, as yet, attained to that high

degree of educational excellence which is the hope and aim

of every friend of the great cause, yet we may, with a degree

of honest pride, point to our present generally well-disciplined

schools and efficient teachers, as being in marked contrast

with many of those of a few years ago. Then incompetency

was not a rare thing. Now, by having steadily elevated the

standard of qualifications, we have not only secured better

teachers, but more deeply impressed the public mind with the

importance of committing this most sacred trust to persons of

character and ability.

Flagellation, and other choice methods of torture more in-

genious, have given way to the genial, elevating influences of

reason, and the school room is becoming—what it emphatically

ought to be made—a source of pleasure as well as profit to

the pupil, instead of loathing and aversion.

The most difficult object to be secured, as it is one of the

most desirable, also, is a full and regular attendance. Parents

do not thoroughly comprehend the disadvantages arising from

this culpable negligence on their part in the performance of

one of their highest duties to their children ; and too many,

alas, especially of the poorer classes, whose interests our

present school system was chiefly designed to conserve, do not

avail themselves of the perennial fruits of its generous pro-

visions. I know of no means, aside from legislation, which

is a doubtful expedient, whereby this evil may be overcome,

only by unceasing eff'orts on the part of the friends of human

progress, in rendering our public schools of such inestimable

value that even the most indiS'erent cannot afl!brd to debar

themselves of their benefits.

HORACE E. PRUDE,
T(mn Superintendent.
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LAFAYETTE.

Wc have to confess that we are far bt-hiud tlie tliiies, as it

respects attention to the education of our children and youth.

AVe have no select school, no academy or grammar school in

the township of Lafayette, one of the richest and most beau-

tiful townships in the State. We hope, by aii'tther year, to

report progress in this department.

Our common schools are very well attended, and our teach-

ers qualified and industrious. These schools have improved

much within a few years, and they should still improve much

to make them what they ought to be for the rising genera-

tion.

JOEL CAMPBELL,
Town Supcrintendi'nt.

NEWTON.

The condition of the schools in this township has not ma-

terially changed since my last annual report. While they

are very far from having attained the standard of excellence

we would desire to see them reach, yet there is such a marked

contrast between their present condition and what they were

a few years since as to warrant us in saying that we are

really making substantial progress. Most of the teachers ia

this township are earnest, faithful laborers, and they are ac-

complishing all that could be reasonably expected under ex-

isting circumstances. But in some few instances our trustees

have not been sufficiently guarded in selecting teachers, but

have engaged the first itinerant applicant for their school with

reference rather to his required salary than to any fitness for

the work of a teacher.

Good teachers are scarce, and if secured, must be sought

after. They are not often found traversing the county in

pursuit of vacant schools, their pockets crammed with certifi-

cates of scholarship, &c., from some irresponsible dignitaries.
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I have uniformly found the qualifications of such persons

to be in an inverse ratio to the amount of such testimonials.

A great obstacle to the successful progress of our schools is

found in the fact that many of our public men of influence

and position stand aloof from the public school enterprise, cast-

ing the weight of their influence in favor of the select sahoohy

where they hope to secure superior advantages for their oiun

children, while the great work of educating the masses is left

to "drag its slow weight along," unaided by their influence

or patronage. We need the cooperation of these men—we
need their talents, their influence, and their money.

And when we reflect upon the high destination of our Amer-

ican youth, when we think of the mighty and controlling in-

fluence that the primary school is destined to wield in shaping

the institutions and civilization of our beloved land, it is

passing strange that the Christian and the patriot can look

with cold indifference upon a work so noble, yes, God-like in

its nature, and which has such urgent claims upon all who
desire to pei'petuate the priceless blessings of civil and reli-

gious liberty.

Another evil from which our schools suffer greatly is the

irregular attendance of the pupils. No one but a teacher

knows so well the unhappy consequences resulting from a few

days absence of the pupil during the session. It is sad when
such liberal provisions have been made for the support of

schools that so many should fail to secure their advantages.

It is sad for the teacher, the school, the individual pupil and

for the neighborhood, to see bright and active lads beating

the streets, or loun<Tin<:; round the groceries during the hours

of school, absent on the slightest pretext, and spending the

time that should be devoted to useful study in idleness or

something still more questionable. This is an evil that no-

thing but parental vigilance and fidelity can rectify, but it is

one that must be rectified before our public schools, even un-

der the best instruction, can ever accomplish their perfect

work.

14
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An interesting and profitable session of our Institute wag

lu'lil at Dcckertown in August last, under the tuition of Prof.

Phelps, of the Normal School. Never before was an Institute

attended with happier results. Nearly sixty teachers were

present, and all left with the conviction that no agency ever

brought to bear upon the schools of this county, has done so

much for the cause of popular education as these Institutes.

In addition to the public school in Newton village, we have

three select schools, all of which are thoroughly instructed,

are in a highly prosperous condition, and contribute greatly

to the educational interests of the township.

HENRY D. CIIAPIN,

Town Superintendent.

SPARTA.

I herewith transmit my report pertaining to the schools of

this township for the year ending December Ist. It will not

be as perfect as I could wish, owing to the careless manner in

which some of the teachers have kept their registers, and

the neglecting of this important matter by others alto-

gether. I regret that teachers have been so careless about

their duty in this respect. I have frequently urged upon the

trustees the importance of procuring suitable registers for

their respective schools, and insisting that the teachers cm-

ployed by them should properly keep the same. There are

in this township nine whole districts and three fractions ; in

all of which schools have been kept for a longer or shorter

period of time, with one exception. In some of the districts

schools liave been kept in operation only while the public

money ' istcd, while in a few of the districts, schools have

been su ained a much longer time by the voluntary subscrip-

tions of he employers, added to the public fund. The ave-

rage time the schools have been kept open is seven and one-

half months. Only three districts have sustained schools for
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the period of ten montlig. The others have varied from nine

to three months. In district No. 5, where formerly a school

was kept open through the year, the inliahitants have had to

do without schools for two months. This was owing to the

loss of their house by fire. In district No. 7 there has been

no school during the entire year, owing to the want of a school

house. This district I reported last year as building a school

house, but some difficulty arising they failed to build. I be-

lieve they are now in a fair way of having a school house

soon. I regret to say that the cause of education in this

township has not made that progress that its ardent friends

have desired to see. This may be tracable to nia,ny causes.

Although there are many warm friends of the noble cause of

free education in our midst, yet there are many who look upon

it with indifference, and some Avith manifest opposition. They

think that the taxing of them so heavily for the support of

schools to educate the children of their neighbor is anti-re-

publican and oppressive. They seem not to realize that the

best foundation for a highly civilized and happy free country

is the proper education of all its citizens. But as we have

made some advancement in the cause of popular education,

we hope we shall not be compelled to retrace our steps. May
the good time soon come when New Jersey shall be noted for

her efficient free schools. Then will she occupy a proud po-

sition among the sisterhood of states. And then will she not

have to depend so much upon teachers from abro.nd to give

character to her schools, but from within her own borders will

go forth a noble trained band who shall do honor to their na-

tive State wherever they may be found, East, West, North or

South. In some of the districts of the townships good teach-

ers have been employed, but in others, I am sorry to sav

teachers have been employed who, I think, would have been

more useful in some other business than the responsible one

of instructing the young. Many persons are employed to

teach because they can be procured cheaply. The mighty

lever of dollars and cents would, if suffered, overturn the fair
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fabric of education, whlcli is the best bulwark of a free govern-

ment. Tlie old story which has passed into a proverb, "ten

dollars a month and board round," has its advocates still in

out midst. This is a serious hinderance to the progressive

spirit of the an;c. Many of our districts are poor, which com-

pels them to hire cheaper teachers than they desire, or forces

them to do without schools a good part of the year.

This township at its last annual meeting voted to raise the

sum of one dollar per scholar, which with the interest of the

surplus revenue fund and State appropriation, helps the schools

very much. In regard to the condition of the school houses,

I can safely say we are making improvement. In district No.

o, which lost its house by fire, a school house is now being

erected which will, when completed, reflect credit upon the

district. This is a wooden building, two stories high, and

twenty-five by thirty-six feet square, and will when completed

cost about $1200. In other districts the school e<lifices have

been improved considerably.

No county examiners were appointed by the board of free-

holders for this county, and therefore the business of examin-

ing and licensing teachers has devolved upon the superintend-

ent and trustees. There have been employed in the township

during the year nine male and five female teachers. All have

been licensed but one. The money appropriated this year for

the support of schools amounts to the sum of ^1187.88 ; for

building purposes about $1500.00; making in all the sum of

$2G87.88.

No material change in the school books of the township

from last year.

MOSES DELANY,
Town Supermt$ ident.

STILLWATER.

In the schools here, no registers are kept. The general
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interests of education, I may say, arc advancing. The de-

mand for better qualified teachers grows stronger year by

year. In four of our scliools the higher branches of educa-

tion arc imparted. It would, I think, be well to supply the

schools witli blank forms for keeping accurate data, that the

State Superintendent might receive reliable and correct an-

swers to all his questions.

I am paying the schools monthly visits, and drilling both

teachers and scholars on the leading and more important

points of a thorough education. Where the districts are

small, I associate about three together, and then spend the

whole day in lecturing and concert drilling, calling parents

as well as children together. As a general thing, our houses

are in good condition, and the prospect is rather brightening.

T. B. CONDIT,
Town Superintendent.

VERNON.

In making this, my annual report, I am unable to present

you with correct statistics, owing to the frequent changes of

teachers in some of the districts, Avho leave without makins:

any report of their schools. I have filled up the reports with

as much correctness, judging from the reports I have received,

as I can.

In most of the schools in the township, a spirit of improve-

ment is abroad, yet several are very far behind the rest, re-

sulting from the non-attendance of scholars, and short time

the schools are in session.

Half the schools have been free, and half have been sup-

ported in part by "rate bills " the past year.

N. B. GIYEAXS,
Town Superintendent.
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WANTAGK.

In looking over the schools of this townsliip for the last

few years, I think they have slowly hut gradually advanced

in steadiness, and in the interest the parents have taken in

procuring books and selecting teachers, and repairing and

building school houses for convenience and comfort, all of

which augurs for the future good.

The Toaclicrs' Institute of Sussex county met with us in

the village of Dcckertown, for the first time, in August, Mon-

day the 27th, 1800, and continued until Friday evening of

the same week, and for the time being excited quite an inter-

est. The lectures in the evenings, by Rev. J. Sandford

Smith, of Andovcr ; Professor B. Harrison, Hon. L. A.

Chandler, of Morristown ; and Professor Charles Halsey, of

Newton ; all of whom wore experienced teachers, were very

fine, and the Institute closed on Friday evening by a sketch

of the rise and progress of Normal Schools, by Professor

Phelps, who was the conductor of the Institute, all of which»

I think, gave a new impulse to popular education.

MOSES STOLL,
Town Superintendent.

UNION COUNTY.

NEW PROVIDENCE.

In making my annual report, I am happy to announce that

our schools are in a prosperous condition. The inhabitants

of our township are beginning to take into consideration the

cause of education, and next year we shall have a free school

in every district. Why not ? Is not a good education worth
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more to our cliildron than .silver and gold? The history of

all nations confirms the truth that the prosperity of a State

may be measured by the intelligence and virtue of Ikt citi-

zens. Our State has been talking for years about free schools*

It appears to nie that it is a State question, and while we

admit that it is the duty of every township to educate the

masses, it is still to the interest of the State of New Jersey

to educate her citizens, for " popular intelligence is a power-

ful element of national strength, and the surest safeguard of

right institutions." Cannot our law be so modified, as to

make it obligatory upon our freeholders to appoint examiners ?

Such a modification would be of incalculable advantage to

our schools. No teacher should ever be allowed to enter a

school room for the purpose of teaching, or be employed by a

body of trustees, until he produces a certificate of license

from the proper authorities.

J. A. McEACIIROX,
Toivn Superintendent.

RAIIWAY.

Since my last report, our public school boundaries have

been considerably enlarged by the addition of that portion of

the city of Rahway formerly lying in Woodbridge township,

in the county of Middlesex.

We have at present three large and well graded schools,

besides several smaller ones, all of which during the past

year have been well attended, and most of them well taught.

The Normal system of instruction has been adopted in two

of our principal schools, and thus far appears to have fully

met the expectations of its advocates and friends. Besides

its superiority as a system, in point of thoroughness and pre-

cision, its introduction is found to possess the additional ad-

vantage of securing uniformity in the method of instruction,
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a very essential requisite to the full success and efficiency of

our public schools.

Our school houses are generally in good order and suffi-

ciently comfortable, though two or three in the country dis-

tricts are not as well in that respect as they might be. One

new school house has recently been erected for the primary

department of Columbian school, and is a very neat and com-

fortable sciiool edfice in itself. For this improvement we are

mainly indebted to the liberality and public spirit of a gen-

tleman who will represent us at the coming session in our

State Senate.

Our people, generally, I am happy to state, seem fully im-

pressed with the importance of the subject of education, and

as a general thing respond liberally to any appeals made for

its advancement. They have been accustomed for several

years past to raise the full amount authorized by law for the

support of schools, as well as to make good any deficit in the

amount necessary to keep up the schools to a proper standard

of efficiency.

Some of our school districts, as I mentioned on a former

occasion, lie partly within the limits of other townships. In

such cases dissatisfaction sometimes arises, owing to the une-

(jual amounts raised by tax in the townships associated, and

this will probably continue to be the case until some provision

is made by law to equalize the burthen of maintaining such

schools. Although it has never as yet been the cause of any

serious difficulty with us, it seems a defect in the present ar-

runffement which should be remedied.

On the whole, it gives me pleasure to report the condition

of our schools at this time, as regards efficiency and success,

as very satisfactory.

WM. E. BLOODGOOD,
Toicn Superintendent.
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SPRINGFIELD.

Last year vro reported a decided improvement in the public

schools of this township. The improvement then reported

has continued and advanced.

Formerly the employment of cheap teachers produced cheap

schools, lightly esteemed, thinly and irregularly attended, and

of course not so profitable as we desired.

The trustees of our largest district having completed a new

school house—large, convenient, and well furnished—adopted

the principle that it is poor economy to pay too little for in-

struction. They employed tivo teachers instead of one, and

added largely to the salary of the principal, securing thereby

a higher order of instruction, as well as a greater amount.

As the result, the number of scholars who attend school has

been increased, they are more constant in their attendance

their aims are higher, their zeal for study greater, their gene-

ral deportment better, and their progress much more satis-

factory. Though the amount of expenses has been increased,

the bills of individual patrons are but little, if any, larger

than formerly, and are more cheerfully paid.

The example of this district seems to have had a beneficial

influence upon the other districts, so that they have all been

more prosperous than formerly.

We have had two, and sometimes three, private schools in

the township, composed mainly of children between the ages

of 5 and 18 ; notwithstanding this, the number of scholars in

our public schools during the year is greater than the whole

number reported by the trustees to the superintendent.

0. L. KIRTLAND,
Town Superintendent.

UNION.

I am happy to report that there has been some increase of
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interest in the cause of education during the past year. We
have never had a supply of bettor teachers. One has had

cliarge of the same school for about three years, and has con-

ducted it with satisfaction and success ; another, a female, is

a graduate of our State Normal School, and is doing well.

Indeed, all our teachers manifest an interest in their work,

and a competency and aptness to teach which are very grati-

fving.

The influence of the Teachers" Institute, hehl at Elizabeth,

on the educational interests of the township, has been very

beneficial.

More attention is paid to the improvement of school houses.

In one district the school house has been newly fitted up in

good style, with the best furniture of desks and chairs, two

large slate blackboards, teacher's table, chair, &c., at an

expense of over one hundred and thirty dollars. In another

district the old school house is about to be abandoned for a

new, commodious tasteful building, nearly completed, plea-

santly located, and with ample room for play ground. As

so much depends on comfortable, well furnished, and attrac-

tive school houses, I have directed my attention to this point,

endeavoring at the same time to supply them with competent

teachers.

AVith much that is discouraging, and abundant room for

improvement, the public schools of our township are yet

moving on in the right direction.

ROB. STREET,
Toivn Superintendent.

AVESTFIELD.

I have visited the schools in the township, according to the

law, and have given you the results, in part, in my answers

to the questions in the blanks forwarded. In addition, I have

to report that the people are but partially awake to the im-
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portancc of having their cliihlren properly educated. Only

about ono half of the children are in Bchool ; suitable books

are not supplied in sufficient numbers ; the teachers are ina<le-

quatcly paid; there is an indisposition to advance the stand-

ard of education ; there is not a single school library, and

nothing in the way of apparatus. We have five school houses.

Of these, two are in good repair, one is barely tolerable,

while two are mere shells and well nigh ready to tumble

down. We have not a single school house sufficiently com-

modious, nor one that is properly heated and ventilated. All

are without play grounds, and not a window has a blind to

protect the rooms from the glare of the sun.

The teachers have been faithful and laborious, and the

children are making progress in spite of the above mentioned

unfavorable circumstances. I have been surprised to find

the schools so orderly and the lessons so intelligently recited.

Our schools, however, are entirely too primary. The

higher branches are not generally taught, and as a conse-

quence of this, private schools are patronized by parents who

wish their children to attend to these branches. Could not

some arrangement be made by which every township might

have at least one school where an advanced and a complete

academical education might be obtained ?

The Bible is used in all the schools, and occasionally a

teacher is found capable and willing to teach music. This

last is exceedingly important, and second only to the Bible

in promoting order and good morals. As far as I have been

able to learn, the morals of the children are exemplary. I

am especially careful that every teacher shall have a good

moral character. Unless fully satisfied on this point I will

not proceed with the examination of a candidate for a license.

Allow me to suggest that the efficiency of the system of

town superintendents would be largely increased if the incum-

bents were elected for a term of vears instead of annually.

Five years would not make too long a term. Something

might be gained, toOj if the office could be removed from tha
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contingencies of party politics and tovrn meetings. The
office might be in the hands of the Department of Public In-

struction. With the present arrangement a superintendent

has not time to consummate any plan for improving the

schools, ere he may have to give place to another ; -vrhile the

uncertainty of his remaining discourages him from attempting

any thing of real value.

E. B. EDGAR,
Town Superintendent.

WARREN COUNTY.

BELVIDERE.

I am rejoiced to report that the little, dilapidated, forlorn-

looking, old fashioned school building in one of our districts,

which I have been accustomed annually to present to you as

a nuisance, venerable as it was, redolent of the recollections

of school-boy days under a former regime, has disappeared at

last, and near its site has risen a noble, light, airy structure

of eighty feet front. All thanks to the public spirit of our

citizens, tardy as it has been in its action, and all honor to

persevering trustees and a determined minority. It gives me

pleasure to anticipate visiting those schools without sitting in

an atmosphere sufficiently stagnant to smother " the young

idea" which should there be imbued with noble aspirations.

Tiiey have been somewhat cramped during the erection of the

new building, but being accustomed to stinted facilities, it has

had no other effect than to somewhat diminish their numbers.

In the other district (our town contains but two) the schools

are just of that class which it does ones heart good to visit.

The rooms are light, well ventilated, well warmed with heat-
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ers, furnished in the best style and tastefully arrang'^'d. The

scholars are generally >Yell dressed, neat, clean and tidy, def-

fercntial to their teachers, regular in attendance, prompt and

enthusiastic in their exercises. A marked improvement in

these respects has been observable during the last year, due

I believe to the efforts of faithful teachers. In point of re-

gularity of attendance, neatness and cleanliness, there is a

wide difference between the two districts, which I trust will be

diminished by the genial influences of a new school house.

E. L. CAIMPBELL,
Town Superiyitendent.

FRANKLIN.

The people of this township are decidedly in favor of public

education, as the accompanying statistics will most conclu-

sively show. Since the organization of the State Normal
School this township has furnished five pupils, but I re^-ret to

say that neither has as yet taught in our county. Our people

have not as yet had an opportunity of testing Normal teach-

ers, not having had but one that ever taught in the township.

This teacher taught with signal success. A teacher, that had
a more thorough knowledge of the subjects tauofht in our

common schools, a better method of commanding the atten-

tion of his pupils when reciting, a better system of discipline,

it has never been my privilege to meet with.

There are many objections to the present school law, many
of which have been pointed out from year to year by the

town superintendents. By the present system of dividin-^ the

public school money the village districts have many advan-

tages over the rural districts that might be avoided if the

town superintendent was authorized or required to make a

division of the public money, so as to give an equal division

among the districts ; as the law now is the large districts ab-

sorb the most of the money ; maintaining free schools for
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the whole year; conimantliiig the best of teachers, and yet

at the same time give less to the support of public schools

than a district that is unable to maintain a free school for less

than one-half of this time, besides being compelled to have

teachers of an inferior grade, and other serious disadvan-

taiies. I would therefore recommend that the school law be

80 altered or amended, so as to require town superintendents

to make an equal division of all the public school money with

all the districts in the township. If the legislature desire to

obtain reliable school statistics it should furnish suitable blank

books for the use of the schools, to be kept as the property

of the districts.

JAMES YLIET,
Town Superintendent.

GREENWICH.

The schools in this township are all in active operation at

the present time, with an increasing interest on the part of

the patrons to have their children properly instructed, and

also on the part of the teachers to devise the best means for

the rapid and thorough advancement of their pupils.

1 have visited each school at least once in every quarter,

and in some instances oftener. In two districts I have been

accompanied by the trustees.

One system of books has been adopted in all the schools

of this township, viz: Sanders' Readers and Spelling Books,

Thomson's System of Mathematics, Smith's Grammars, Col-

ton and Fitch's Geographies, &c.

There are eight school houses in the township, one of which

lias two rooms. All the schools are furnished with black-

boards, maps, &c., and I believe all but two have the Dic-

tionary and Gazetteer. Seven of the houses are built of

stone ; one of brick. Five are first class houses ; two are

passable, and one in a sad condition. In district No. 2,
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"Ilughcsvillc," they have just completed a new liouse, now

one of the best I have seen in tlio county, of tlic kind, (as I

am not favorable to stone houses) at a cost of ^r)()0.

Three dollars per scholar is raised in. this township for

school purposes, which is suflicient to keep all the schools free

during the year, except one small district, in Avhich they only

have school about four months. A majority of the teachers

are natives of this State, one of whom only has attended the

Normal School of this State. Seven male and two female

teachers, examined and licensed according to law.

N. JENNINGS, M. D.,

Town Superintendent.

HACKETTSTOWN.

Our town comprises two school districts. The trustees are

attentive to the wants of their schools, and have them placed

under the care of competent teachers. All matters relating

to them seem to be w^orking well.

In filling iip my report, I have endeavored to answer the

questions propounded, as accurate as possible. I came into

office last Ajjill, and not finding records previous to that time

in the schools, or with the trustees, has made it difficult to get

correct information, (there having been changes in our teach-

ers.) Much unnecessary trouble could be avoided, if town

superintendents would keep a record in a book of their official

doings while iu office and hand it over to their successor.

I have visited our schools lately, and find them under very

good government and in healthful operation.

D. V. C. CRATE,
Town Superintendent.

HARDWICK.

I have visited the schools in operation once. The inhabi-



224

tants generally manifest but little interest in the education of

their children. The school houses in the township are five,

four of them in good repair and one not fit for a school to be

taught in ; four of ,them are frame and one stone, each having

one room and plenty of play ground attached. The books

used are Webster's Elementary, Sanders' Series, Davies'

Arithmetic, Smith's Geography and Grammar.

The teachers arc generally not well qualified, on account

of the inhabitants not being able to employ proper teachers

that are well qualified.

MICHAEL IIETZEL,

Town &)uperintendent.

HARMONY.

In presenting my annual report, (as no registry of attend-

ance of the number of scholars daily attending school has

been kept by the teachers of the schools under tlieir super-

vision,) I will not assert that it is altogether correct, especially

in respect to the number of children daily attending, yet

nearly so. As long as teachers are so neglectful of their

duty in this respect, I know not how this evil can be reme-

died, besides the change of teachers in some of the schools

has rendered the difficulty in this respect still greater. If

the duties that belong to teachers and trustees were strictly

attended to, the work that devolves on the superintendent to

perform, would be greatly lightened, yet trustees here are as

neglectful as teacliers in this respect. Trustees here seldom

visit the schools in the districts in which they are appointed.

Until teachers and trustees cooperate with tlie superintendent,

and each individually performs the duties assigned, the im-

possibility of drawing up statistics altogether correct is evi-

dent. My earnest hope is, that this and all other hindrances

that now clog the car of improvement in its onward progress,

may be removed—that the secret springs of knowkdge may

yet flow in their proper channel, until from school and college
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may go forth streams of light from the fount of science, that

shall gladden not only a part hut tlie whole of out now

favored land.

JOHN F. CLINE,
Town Superintendent.

KNOWLTON.

AVe have in our township nine districts. We have nine

school houses, two stone ones and seven frame ones, all in

good repair. Efforts are made in many of our schools to

procure good teachers, hut in some districts, as soon as the

school money is gone the school ends. We have too much
changing of teachers for the benefit of the schools. That

you can perceive by the number of teachers we have had the

last year ; but I hope they will do better for the future. Ex-

aminers have not been appointed for this county, consequently

the duty of examining and licensing teachers devolves upon

the superintendent and trustees of the districts. All of the

schools have been visited and all of the teachers have been

examined and licensed.

MAHLON D. MOORE,
Town Superintendent.

MANSFIELD.

I think in the construction of our school houses many im-

provements might be made for the comfort and health of the

children. As relates to the condition of the schools, there

certainly is room for improvement. In several of the districts

there appears a want of harmony among the inhabitants,

which materially lessens the usefulness of the school. The

schools, generally, have been under the care of competent

teachers. The discipline has been of a mild type, striving to

govern more by love than through fear. As I have been su-

15
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perintcndent only since spring, I have made but sixteen visits

to the several districts. The interest manifested by the in-

habitants generally has been much less than it should be. The

books most used are Town's and Sanders' series of Headers,

Thompson's and Smith's Arithmetic, Brown's and Smith's

Grammar, McNally's Geography. In History and the higher

branches of Mathematics, various authors are in use. A
uniformity of books throughout the township would tend ma-

terially toward the efficiency of the schools.

E. WATERS,
* Toum Superintendent.

OXFORD.

Much might be said upon the subject of schools in this

township, although I have nothing to communicate materially

different from my report of former years. They have all

been visited as the law directs, and in most cases with satis-

factory results. The increase of the amount for the support

of schools for the last two years, has had a visible and salu-

tary effect in keeping them open for a longer period of time,

and has been the means of rendering the business of teach-

ing more permanent, thereby securing to teachers a more

adequate compensation for their services, a desideratum which

had long been desired. It is to be hoped that these con-

siderations will be duly weighed and appreciated, and that no

retrenchment will hereafter be made in the amount of means

for the support of schools.

The schools of the township have been kept open, on an

average, for the last year, about nine and a half montlis ; two

have been open the whole year, (allowance being made for

vacations,) and one but six months.

Upon the whole, there is a gradual improvement in all the

districts ;
yet much remains to be accomplished before our

schools can be brought to a satisfactory degree of perfection.
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Among the causes that may he enumerated of the disad-

vantages under wliich both teachers and pupils are obliged to

labor, is the want of proper and convenient houses in some

of the districts. It is in contemplation, however, to remedy

this defect the ensuing year, in two of the districts, by the

erection of new and convenient houses, and it is to be hoped

that the inhabitants of the districts will acquiesce in a mea-

sure of such vital importance to the advancement and success

of public schools. Good schools cannot be expected where

there are not good school houses, constructed and arranged

with a proper regard to comfort, health and convenience

of those who are to occupy them, and furnished with such

furniture as will enable teachers to engage successfully in the

task of instruction.

It is therefore hoped that this consideration, too long de-

layed, will receive that attention which the importance of the

subject demands, and find a remedy in the good will and

voluntary action of the people.

D. D. CAMPBELL,
Town Superintendent.

PniLLIPSBURG.

In transmitting my report for the past year, it affords me
great pleasure to say that all our schools are in a prosperous

condition, and have been well attended during the year. The

teachers, as far as I have been able to ascertain, from ex-

aminations and visits made to the several schools, are faith-

ful, laborious, and endeavoring to be progressive in their

methods of imparting instruction to the children committed

to thejr care.

There is scarcely any opposition among the people to our

system of public schools. As an evidence of this fact, we

have been accustomed, for several vears, to raise an amount

of money suflScient to keep the schools principally free during
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the whole year. Improvements liavc been made in some of

our Bchool bouses—renilering them better adapted to the pur-

poses of education—affording ventilation and other conveni-

ences greatly needed. Still, there is room for improvement

in this respect, as also for physical education, now too much

neglected in all our schools.

The branches taught in the schools of this township are

reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, English grammar,

book-keeping, history, algebra, &.C., &c.

The teachers have been examined and licensed, and the

schools visited and examined agreeably to the provisions of

the law.

The schools are supplied with Webster's Unabridged Dic-

tionary and Lippincott's Gazetteer, two very important helps

to the children in the pursuit of knowledge.

In regard to the practical working of our present school

law, it does seem to me that it should be so changed as to

make provision for the support of free schools in every town-

ship, without submitting the matter to a vote of the people,

as at present. This opinion arises from the well known fact

that in certain localities, in which free schools are the most

needed, the strongest opposition is generally manifested to

the raising of money for the support of common schools. It

is the duty of the State to provide for the education of every

child in it, and this can never be accomplished so long as it

is made a contingency with those who do not appreciate its

benefits. In time, no doubt, all these defects will be reme-

died, and the people fully prepared to adopt such a system

as will place New Jersey far in advance of her present posi-

tion in reference to the great cause of education and human

progression. For this we will labor and wait.

J. R. love;.l,

Totvn Superintendent.
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