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TO THE MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLi\.TURB: 

Pursuant to the provisions of C'napt;er 323, P.L. 1939 1 the State Board of 

Education was authorized to conduct a contest for the selection of a State 

Song. Such contest, under the terms of the Act, was open to all residents 

of New Jersey. Widespread interest in the contest was evinced by various 

organizations, colleges, schools, and the teachers colleges of the State. 

The State Board of Education was empowered to formulate rules and regula-

, tions governing the submission of manuscripts and vro.s directed to embody 

its findings and reco:mmenda tions in a report to be subui tted to the 1940 

Le gi s la tur e • 

In accordance with the instructions contained in the Act, the State 

Board of Education opened the contest to all residents of Nev:T Jersey. The 

contest and the rules under which it 1v-as operated were widely publicized by 

the press and as a result ninety-three songs were submitted. 

REGULATIONS OOVERNING THE CONTEST 

Each contestant was required to subnit five copies of his song. Con-

testants were permitted to submit them either in printed or manuscript form 

and it was permissible for one or more persons to contribute to the work. 

The requirement was made that the song :iclUSt be co:rrplete and include both 

music and text and that bo·!:;h ~nust be original compositions. It 11.ras also 

stated to the contestants that the song should include reference to Few 

Jersey. The regulations provided thu.t the songs should be the pro?erty of 

the State Board of Education until such time as a State Song is officially 

adopted. 

Although the form v.ras not prescribed, the contestants were infonned 

that it vras desirable that the song be written in march rhythm (either 

6/8 or 4/4 meter). All contestants were further instructed that the text 

/ 
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and music should be simple enough to be sung by children in school but 

should also be sui table for adults so that it may be used in all types of 

asselnblies and commemorations; the voice compass should not be too extended, 

and the greater part of the song should lie in the middle re ster. 

JUDGING THE SONGS 

The Board, in order to secure a rating of the ma..'luscripts subrn.i tted, 

decided to select a Board of Judges v:hich so far as possible should 

represent lmowledge of New Jersey and be capable of interpreting the spirit 

of the State and the many indefinable things vmich should be included in a 

song to be used widely in tre State. Fortunately, the Stn.te is the residence 

oi' many eminent musicians. It was also the purpose of the State Board of 

Education to select for this Board of ,Judges persons who would represent a 

range of musical interests, various institutions and the creative field. 

The list of judges selected follows: 

FERDE GROFE 

Mr. Grofe is w'idely kno¥m. in A1nerica as a pianist and orchestra 
conductor and composer. He received h..is early musical training from 
his mother and gra.ndfatller. Later he was taught by his uncle and other 
privn.te teacherso He studied hannony and counterpoint. He studied 
piano under Homer Grunn in Los !ngo1es and Herman Wasserman in 
Now York City. He also studied orchestra scores 1h-:ith Haes·cro Pietro 
Floridia of New York City. 

Mr. Grofe joined Paul Wlutcmun's orchestra soon after its 
formation end served for bvelve years as pianist, o.rranger, o...Yld n.s 
assistant conductor. He scored the King of Jo.zz and has scored 
numerous shorts for Parumount and has appeared in a number of them. 

Mr. Grofe conducted the Novachord Ensemble at the Ford Exhibit 
of tho liiew York World's Fair in 1939-1940. He has o.lso served as 
guest conductor of the major symphony orchestras of the United States, 
atuong which are the New York Philhn.rmonic, Philadelphia Symphony, 
lhtiono.l Symphony (Yfashington, D. c.), Los i\ngoles Philharmonic, and 
the N.B. c. Symphony Orchestra. He h:ls appeared as a pianist on Elany 
pro g;rrons. and ho.s served as a radio conductor for ten years • A'U.ong 
his published works arc tho follmving: Mississippi Suite, Grand 
Conyon Suite, Knute Roclme, Three Sl1ades of Blue_. C'nristrnas Eve, 
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Ode to the StD.r Spn.ngled Banner, Ocle to Freedon, kly Old Kentucky 
Home, Tabloid Suite, Syn1phony in Steel, Killarney, Wheels, Hollyvrood 
Suite, iilusette, .Miss r:::ischief, Free Air, Ruby fror:1 11Jewel Tones, 11 

ru1d Uetropolis. 

OS.DOURNE :McCONATHY 

Dr. Osbourne I:'IcConn.thy has served D.S supervisor of music in the 
public schools of Louisville, ICentucky and Chelsea, 1ilassD.chusetts. 
He then becn.me director of the depD.rt:-:.lel>t of public school and 
cm::ununi ty nusic of Northwestern University where he served. for ·cwel ve 
yeD.rs. He is the co-D.uthor of The Progressive lfusic Series ·which 
vro.s first issued in 1914. This ho.s been follov;od by a large number 
of publications, among which are :Music in Secondary Sch.ools, A Book 
of Choruses, The S~npl~ny Series, The Oxford Piano Course, ~~Approach 
to Harmony, Gregoria..."l ChE:.nt Hanual, I:::usic in the Junior High School, 
The Jtmior Band Series, }lusic of i:.Tany Lands and Peoples, and r.'Iusic in 
Rural Education. 

Dr. f{IcConathy served as a music director for the Louisville music 
festivals a."'rld as associate conductor of the North Shore music festivals. 
He has been a guest conductor on :i:lll!"":lerous occasions. He has served as 
director of the Eastern Session of the J\ .. merican Institute of Nornal 
:Methods at Boston since 1909. Dr_. IvlcConathy has served as president 
of tr..e Illinois State :iiiusic Teachers' Association, president of the 
T:::usic Section iif.E.A. (three terms), an.d as president; of the 1:!usic 
Teachers' National Association. 

DRo FRIEDER \NEI SSI:'l.Al'l"'N 

Dr. Frieder Weissmann ::11ado his 1unerican debut as guest conductor 
of the Cincinno:l:;i Symphony Orchestra during the lS37-1938 season, a.t 
which time he won lrigh praise fr<r.r.1 both the press and the public. 
Dr. Yi'eissmann conducted the synphony orchestra in the Lmrisohn 
Stadium in New York City in the su.'Th.iler of 1939. In the full of that 
year he was engt>.ged to conduct the reorgilllized New Jersey S;ymphony 
Orchestra. He conducted a series of six concerts. This year he 
·will conduct eight concerts. Following his concerts in the Levrisoh.~ 
Stadium, Dr. Wei ssn1a1m_, in addition to conducting the Hew .Jersey 
S;ymphony Orchestra, directed the Hew York City Symphony Orchestra 
in the ~agnor Series of three concerts. 

Dr. Weissmam1 received his Ph.D. from Munich University, having 
studied both music and law_. From 1920 to 1925 he was conductor of 
the State Operas and guest conductor of num.orous orchestras in 
Europe. In 1934 he went to .1\.msterdam to conduct the Concertg;obouw 
Orchestra for the first tirn.e, and opera for Hollaad's radio company 
AVRO. Until 1939 be returned to Holland every season as conductor. 

In January, 1934, Dr. Wei ssr.1a...~ wa.s called to Buenos Aires to 
conduct operas at the Teatro Colon. During his stay in Buenos Aires 
he coaducted a nunber of syr.1phony concerts. He was reengaged for 
South k1erican appearances every season thereafter through 1937. 
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J. E.tJ·lL llli'NTOU 

Mr. J. Earle Newton is professor of rausic and head of the 
ne~1t of :·.msic of tr.e lJevr Jersey CoJ.ler;e for Wm:wn. Professor Nevrto:1 
received his training at the Toronto Conser•ratory of Husic and also 
attended Toronto University. In addition, he has received oxten·.:tec1. 

training fran private teachorso IIe has been a pupil of Leonid 
.Alberto Honas, and Walther SischeJ.'o Iie vras also a student of Er:c·?s·::; 
Bloch under whom he studied COl;~posi tiol1o -r;n1en a stuctent in tllo 
Chicago ~!Iusical College he was a pu]Jil of Percy Grainger a:nd Glare.too 
Eddy. 

Professor Hewton taught 2<.!.10 aY1.d theory at tho Toronto Conse1'Vr>.co17 
of Music for ten years prior to coni:1g to the Novr Jorsoy Colle p;e for 
-women as an instructor in rmsic. Ee beca:·.:e successively assistan·c 
professor and associate profe:;sor. Ee Vl'l"•.s nc,'.de full professo1• i:1. JS27 • 

taught t~1eory of D.usic ancl co:C1(1JJ.cted the Su:m:1er Sy·,lpho:(ty Orohect:ca 
in the Rut,~;ers Uni verd ty StD.I.1.er Sessions of 1£:2.5 a:::td lG26. He he.s 
served for thirtee:.1 years as the ore;anist of the Elizabeth RodnB..J.J. 
Voorhees Chapel. Professor Ne1Tton is the author of nu:.1erous arrcoce­
ments and ht=::cs vvri tten for the organ artd for choruses. 

PAUL G. NI CKF.RSQJ}T 

Paul s. Nickerson iG professor of sh in the State Teachers 
Colle,;e at ~tlontclair. is k:noYv:n as a croati ve artist L1 lli s ovn1 
field. He has published a ·widdy usGd volu:1e of his o1m u~Hler 
the title 11Surf 11 and th; L.D.nuscript for another volune is now reo.dy. 
F..e also published the first t-.vo no.tion-·wide anthologies of poe;·1.s 
v.rri tten by high school students. They ·were loown respocti voly as 
"D~:rm 11 and 11 Glinpsos." Eo o.lso orgcmizod cu".d edited the first 
nation-wide Lli:1..p;azine of poetry by llie;h scbool students. T11is )U!)­

li<mtio:1 id lclo7m as Jcho 11 Glea:':1. 11 L~tst year Professor l'l'ickorson 
conducted a weokJy period over tho radio o:-1ti tled 11Vae;o.bonding Yvi. th 
Poetry. 11 Professor Nickerson received his college education in 3cttcs 
College. ho.s conplcted tho rcquironorltD for the doctorate s:t; 1Tovv· 
Yorlc University. 

Professor ?Tickorso~1 :::orvod o.s a lii,:r,h school teacher of sh 
and in ad:r:riniscra·bivo posi tio:1s in various Irew· high schools 
prior to 1928. In that year he bGca:-:.e the director of hnglish ir: t:1e 
Hi~T,h Schools of South Oran··;e a:n.d 10:aplevf0od0 One year later he becane 
Professor of En(?;lish at the Hontclair State Teachers College. In 
addition to his creative work in English he has studied voice 1--vi.th 
private t.,eachers o.r:tcl received ;1rivo.te instruction in instrum.e:1.Jcal 
:music. 
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THE Jl.lETHOD OF RATING 

The Conr.:ittee of Judges l'let at the State Teachers College in :Jew-ark. 

An accomplished professional accompanist, ·Hrs. El:1na S'::rol11 3 agreed to r:;ive 

her services. Mr. i'.rthur E., ~'fard, Su~)ervisor of Ifu.sic in £/;ontclair, and 

}'Ir. Edvrord Lee of Princeton, agreed to be present ancl sing the songs :~or 

the judges. 

Prior to the judging of tl:ese songs, nam.es of authors of text a..'l'J.d: 

music or both had been deleted fro:::1 the manuscripts a."ld each song was given 

a number. A list of the songs vd th accurate key numbers vvas prepared. 

Guarded by these procedures no judge had a."ly knovrl whatsoever of the 

identity of any contestant. Each judge vvas instructed to record 

independently his judgment on text end a series of r:.usical items. After 

all sonr;s had been rated once, those which the judges desired to hear a 

second time and the ten wh..ich had received the r.ighost rating wore assenbled 

for a second re.ting. All of the songs which the judges had indicated as 

bein[. of st'tfficient oerit to be heard ag,-a.in Yvero included in the list rated 

as the hi ghost ten. For the second ratin[s, all of the songs vrere sung by one 

or the other of the singers. After this was do:no, tho judE:;es were asked to 

rank the first five. 

The song entitled "Tho Now Jersey Loyalty Sone;u was consistently ro.tcd 

first. 

RE COJIDriElJDATI Oi'TS 

The State Board of Education under the ten~s of the statute is not 

authorized to select a Stn.te Sont;. The Board under tho Statute providing 

for this contest is required to nako a report to the Log.islaturo. To noet 

this responsibility, the plan outlined aboye vms follovred. This utilized 

the judgment of competent musicians a:1d that of a creative vvriter to insure 
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adequate appraisal anr}. rating of tlte J.yrics. 

The persons who pa d in tl:lis contest followed faithfully the 

require2:J.ents. The songs were by a Co::mittee on wl:lich r,msic and 

creative writing 1A'Bre represented. The ratings of this cor.m1i ttee v1erc 

subnitted to the State Boe.rd of Education. 

The State Board recor,Jnends that duo recog;ni tion be ven to wl1Ltt has 

been acconp1ishod a:nd recor:r..1onds that the Legislature authorize -the Depart ... 

nent of Public Instru.ction to reproduce this s ;,yit;h such ninor revisions 

and a'..lthor's changes as nay be necessary a.nd distribute it throu~;hout tr.:e 

State as the best song produced in the contest. 

A copy of the~ song vrill be ~,miled to each nenber of the Legi slo. ture. 
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