UNIFORM FIRE CODE

5:70-4.13

5:70-4.12 Interior finish

(a) The interior finish of walls and ceilings shall have a
flame spread rating not greater than the class prescribed by
Table 5:70-4.12(a).

1. The following are exceptions to (a) above:

i.  The use of vinyl or paper wall coverings not
exceeding '/2sth of an inch in thickness which is applied
directly to a noncombustible or fire retardant treated
wood substrate shall not be regulated by this section.

ii. Interior trim which does not exceed 10 percent of
the aggregate wall and ceiling area of any room or space
shall not be regulated by this section.

ili. When an approved automatic fire suppression
system is provided, interior finish of Class II or III
materials shall be permitted where Class I or II mater-
ials, respectively, are required by this section.

iv. Exposed portions of structural members com-
plying with the requirements for heavy timber con-
struction in accordance with the Uniform Construction
Code shall not be regulated by this section.

Table 5:70-4.12(a)

Interior Finish Requirements

Exit Exit Access Rooms or
Use Group Enclosures Enclosures Spaces
ALE LR I i} 1
All Other Use
Groups | i No Minimum

t See N.JLA.C. 5:70-4.16(a)2 for amusement buildings.

(b) The classification of interior finishes referred to herein
corresponds to flame spread ratings determined by ASTM
E84 as follows: Class I flame spread, 0-25; Class II flame
spread, 26-75; Class III flame spread, 76-200. In all cases, the
smoke developed rating determined by ASTM E84 shall not
exceed 450.

(c) All existing interior finish materials which do not
comply with the requirements of this section shall be
removed or shall be treated with an approved fire retardant
coating in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions to
secure compliance with the requirements of this section.

(d) In buildings of Use Group I-3, interior furnishings,
drapes, curtains, carpeting, decorations, bedding, etc. shall be
flame retardant.

Amended by R.1987 d.247, effective June 15, 1987.
See: 18 N.J.R. 1225(a), 19 N.J.R. 1078(a).
Additions to table and (d) added.
Correction to rule, see 19 N.J.R. 1190(a).
Amended by R.1993 d.197, effective May 3, 1993.
See: 25 N.J.R. 393(a), 25 N.J.R. 1868(a).
Interior finish requirements include all use groups; educational
facilities and hotels must meet requirements for enclosed rooms.
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5:70-4.13 Protection of interior stairways and other
vertical openings

(a) All interior stairways and other vertical openings
connecting more than six floor levels shall be enclosed with
approved assemblies having a fire resistance rating of not less
than two hours with approved opening protectives.

(b) All interior stairways and other vertical openings
connecting four to six floor levels shall be enclosed with
approved assemblies having a fire resistance rating of not less
than one hour with approved opening protectives.

(c) Interior stairways and other vertical openings con-
necting no more than three levels shall be enclosed with
approved assemblies and opening protectives having a fire
resistance as follows:

1. In Use Group A, a minimum 30 minute fire barrier
shall be provided to protect all interior stairways and other
vertical openings not exceeding three stories. Such fire
barrier may be omitted:

i.  When connecting the main floor and mezzanines;
or

ii.  When all the following conditions are met:

(1) The communicating area has a low hazard
occupancy, or has a moderate hazard occupancy
which is protected throughout by an automatic sup-
pression system; and

(2) The lowest or next to the lowest level is a
street floor; and

(3) The entire area is open and unobstructed in a
manner such that it may be assumed that a fire in any
part of the interconnected spaces will be readily
obvious to all of the occupants; and

(4) Exit capacity is sufficient to provide egress
simultaneously for all the occupants of all levels by
considering all areas to be a single floor area for the
determination of required exit capacity; and

(5) Each floor level, considered separately, has at
least one-half of its individual required exit capacity
provided by an exit or exits leading directly out of that
level without having to traverse another communicat-
ing floor level or be exposed to the smoke or fire
spreading from another communicating floor level.

2. In Use Group B, a minimum 30 minutes fire barrier
shall be provided to protect all interior stairways and other
vertical openings not exceeding three stories. Such fire
barriers may be omitted in buildings not exceeding 3,000
square feet per floor or when the building is protected
throughout by an approved automatic fire suppression
system.

3. In Use Group E, a minimum one-hour fire bairier
shall be provided to protect all interior stairways and other
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vertical openings connecting not more than three floor
levels. Such barrier may be omitted when the building is
protected throughout by an approved automatic fire
suppression system.

4. In Use Group F, a minimum one-hour fire barrier
shall be provided to protect all interior stairways and other
vertical openings not exceeding three floor levels. Such fire
barrier may be omitted:

i. In special purpose occupancies when necessary
for manufacturing operations and direct access- is
provided to at least one protected stairway;

- ii.  In buildings which are protected throughout by
an approved automatic fire suppression system;

5. In Use Group H, a minimum one-hour fire barrier
shall be provided to protect all interior stairways and-other
vertical openings not exceeding three floor levels. Such fire
barrier may be omitted when necessary for manufacturing
operations in a building where every floor level has direct
access to at least two remote enclosed stairways or other
approved exits.

6. In Use Group I-1, a minimum one-hour fire barrier
shall be provided to protect all interior stairways and other
vertical openings not exceeding three floor levels. Such fire
barrier may be omitted at either the top or bottom of a
stairway which connects not more than two floor levels
when such stairway does not serve as a required means of
egress and the occupant load does not exceed 12, excluding
staff.

7. In Use Group I-2, a minimum one-hour fire barrier
shall be provided to protect all interior stairways and other
vertical openings not exceeding three floor levels. Such fire
barrier may be omitted when connecting not more than two
floor levels which are separated by a one-hour fire barrier
equipped with a self-closing or automatic-closing 20
minute door at the top or bottom of the stairway, when
such stairway does not serve as a required means of egress.

8. (Reserved)

9. In Use Group M, a minimum 30 minute fire barriér
shall be provided to protect all interior stairways and other
vertical openings not exceeding three floor levels. Such fire
barrier may be omitted when:

i.  Openings connect only two floor levels, such as
between the street floor and mezzanine or second floor;
or

ii.  Occupancies are protected throughout by an
approved automatic fire suppression system.

10. In Use Group R-1, a minimum one-hour fire barrier
shall be provided to protect all interior stairways and other
vertical openings not exceedmg three stories. Such fire
barrier may be omitted:
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i.  In buildings which are protected throughout by
an approved automatic fire suppression system installed
in accordance with NFPA 13 or 13R; or

ii. In buildings with not more than 25 guests in
which the following conditions are met:

(1) Every sleeping room is provided with an
approved window having a sill height not greater than
44 inches;

(2) Every sleeping room above the second floor is
provided with direct access to a fire escape or other
approved secondary exit;

(3) Any exit access corridor exceeding eight feet
in length which serves two means of egress, at least
one of which is an unprotected vertical opening, shall
be separated from the vertical opening by a one-hour
fire barrier; and

(4) The building is protected throughout by an
automatic. fire alarm system, installed in accordance
with the New Jersey Uniform Construction Code and
supervised in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:70-4.9(c).

11. In Use Group R-2, a minimum 30 minute fire barrier
shall be provided to protect all interior stairways and other
vertical openings not exceeding three stories. Such fire
barrier may be omitted.

- i. In buildings which are protected throughout by
an approved automatic fire suppression system;

iil. When the vertical opening connects not more
than two floor levels with not more than four dwelling
units per floor and each dwelling unit has access to a fire
escape or other approved secondary exit; or

iii. In owner-occupied buildings with not more than
four dwelling units per floor, and in which the following
conditions are met:

(1) Every sleeping room is provided with an
approved window having a sill height not greater than
44 in_ches;

(2) Every dwelling unit or sleeping room above

the second floor is provided with direct access to a fire

escape or other approved secondary exit; and

(3) The building is protected throughout by an
automatic fire alarm system, installed in accordance
with the New Jersey Uniform Construction Code and
supervised in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:70-4. 9(c)

Amended by R.1989 d.556, effective November 6, 1989.
See: 21 N.J.R. 2431(a), 21 N.J.R. 3453(a).
Requirements added regarding fire barriers protecting interior
stairways and other vertical openings.
Amended by R.1995 d.58, effective March 6, 1995.
See: 26 N.LR. 4258(a), 27 N.J.R. 878(b).
Amended by R.1995 d.59, effective March 6, 1995.
See: 26 N.J.R. 4249(a), 27 N.J.R. 891(a).
Administrative correction.
See: 38 N.J.R.2795(c).
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