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Governor Phil Murphy

Murphy Administration Announces Applications for $500 Million
in School Projects Funded Through the Securing Our Children's
Future Bond Act

10/9/2020

TRENTON - The Murphy Administration announced today the availability of grant applications for school security, water infrastructure improvements, and
enhancement of career and technical education in county vocational-technical school districts and county colleges in New Jersey. The grants are supported by
$500 million in bonds authorized by the Securing Our Children’s Future Bond Act (Act), and approved by New Jersey voters in November 2018.

“Investing in our students’ future is an essential part of building a stronger and fairer New Jersey,” said Governor Murphy. “From critical school security measures
to necessary career and technical education training, this new funding will further strengthen our efforts to ensure that students across our state are equipped with
the tools and support they need to succeed.”

“New Jersey students win twice through these initiatives,” said Interim Education Commissioner Kevin Dehmer. “The funding will help ensure students
throughout the state are provided a safe and secure learning environment, and it will also provide countless students with greater opportunities for success both
during and after high school.”

“One of the goals of our State Plan for Higher Education is for every student to have high-quality, career-relevant academic programs that prepare them for
success,” said Interim Secretary of Higher Education Diana Gonzalez. “These campus upgrades will enhance students’ access to experiential learning
opportunities and equip them with in-demand skills needed to compete in New Jersey's innovation economy.”

“Funding from the Securing Our Children’s Future Bond Act will provide critical funding for our vocational-technical high schools and county colleges to expand
their programs, giving our students increased opportunities for good-paying jobs and providing our industries with the technical-skilled workers they need,” said
Senate President Steve Sweeney. “It also provides critical funding for programs to improve security and remove lead contamination for our schools. This
landmark legislative initiative will create jobs and provide important stimulus to help our economy rebound from the recession caused by the coronavirus.”

The economic viability and competitiveness of New Jersey is inextricably linked to the strengths and skills of the state’s current and future workforce,” said
Assemblyman Daniel Benson. “The Securing Our Futures Bond Act will make the necessary investments in career and technical education programs will help us
maintain current and attract new high-demand industries that are the engine of economic growth.”

“We are on the path to better aligning our education system, especially our high schools and county colleges, with the needs of our economy in order to equip more
students with the skills they will need to take advantage of career opportunities in high-demand, high-growth fields,” said Assemblyman John Burzichelli.

“New Jersey'’s county vocational school districts and county colleges have established and advanced career and technical education programs, but the demand for
such programs far outweighs their availability,” said Assemblywoman Pamela Lampitt. “Moving forward on this investment will help repair this imbalance, as
well as provide funding for school security upgrades.”

The Securing Our Children’s Future Bond Act includes:

1. School Security: $75 million. This grant funding will help districts implement Alyssa’s Law, which requires that schools have a panic alarm system that
alerts police if an emergency occurs. After addressing Alyssa’s Law, the funding can be used for other security measures in schools such as cameras, secure
vestibules, and shatter-resistant glass.

2. Water Infrastructure: $100 million. This grant funding can be used to address issues of lead in school drinking water, and can be used for water-
remediation projects such as service line replacement, water flushing systems, and fixtures that filter water.

3. CTE Programs in County Vocational-Technical School Districts: $275 million. This grant funding will support the expansion of CTE programs in the
county vocational-technical school districts, including building, expanding, and renovating facilities. Projects under this grant will focus on labor market
demands and further the State’s economic development goals. Depending on the scope of the project, projects will be funded up to a maximum of $40
million, and per the Bond Act, 25 percent of total project costs must be supported by the county vocational-technical school districts.

4. CTE Programs in County Colleges: $50 million. This grant funding is designed to target key industry clusters as designated by the Department of Labor
and Workforce Development. These include technically skilled careers that are in demand in today’s economy, such as technology, healthcare, construction
and energy, logistics, manufacturing, and financial services. Each county college is eligible for a maximum award of up to $4 million and 25 percent of total
project costs must be supported by the county college. Projects funded under these grants will prepare students for high-demand, technically-skilled careers,
align with labor market demands and economic development goals outlined in the Jobs NJ: Developing Talent to Grow Business in the Garden State plan,
and strengthen partnerships between county vocational school districts and employers and industries that provide technical education and training to
employees.

For more information on the grant applications, including timelines, eligibility requirements, and application materials, please visit the Department of Education’s
(DOE) website
(https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.e2ma.net/click/ftpdtd/j83xrcb/jwilml__;!'J30X0ZrnC10QtbAleB7eDoxfEDYHIMOG_rwllaX4Ea3mzIN8zRi6uf3SIYWK9w4F89eFv.
and the website
(https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.e2ma.net/click/ftpdtd/j83xrcb/zoj1ml__;!'J30X0ZrnC10QtbAleB7eDoxfEDYHIMOG_rwllaX4Ea3mzIN8zRi6uf3SIYWKIwA4F89eFv
for the Office of the Secretary of Higher Education.

The Act stipulates that, when the grant review process is complete, the Department of Education and the Office of Secretary of Higher Education will present a list
of eligible projects to the Legislature for each of the funding categories. The Legislature must approve the projects and appropriate funds from the bonds issued.
CTE projects could begin as early as the summer of 2021, barring unforeseen obstacles or delays. Projects for security and water infrastructure could begin
sooner, and the Act allows for reimbursement of eligible projects dating back to 2016.

Back
to top

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20201009c.shtml 1/3


https://translate.google.com/
https://nj.gov/subscribe/
https://nj.gov/search/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.e2ma.net/click/ftpdtd/j83xrcb/jwi1ml__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!eB7eDoxfEDYHiMOG_rwllaX4Ea3mzIN8zRi6uf3SIYWK9w4F89eFvsXSSjBrqlMiaDW2s0Tp$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.e2ma.net/click/ftpdtd/j83xrcb/zoj1ml__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!eB7eDoxfEDYHiMOG_rwllaX4Ea3mzIN8zRi6uf3SIYWK9w4F89eFvsXSSjBrqlMiaOhBa3NJ$

2/21/23, 12:30 PM Office of the Governor | Murphy Administration Announces Applications for $500 Million in School Projects Funded Through the ...

Governor Phil Murphy

Home (/governor/)

Administration

Governor Phil Murphy (/governor/admin/about/)

Lt. Governor Sheila Oliver (/governor/admin/It/)

First Lady Tammy Snyder Murphy (/governor/admin/fl/)

Cabinet (/governor/admin/cabinet/)

Office of Health Care Affordability and Transparency (/governor/admin/affordablehealthcare/index.shtml)
Boards, Commissions & Authorities (/governor/admin/bca/)

Internship Opportunities (/governor/admin/internship.shtml)

Governor's Residence - Drumthwacket (http://drumthwacket.org/)

Key Initiatives

Economy & Jobs (/governor/initiatives/#Economy)
Education (/governor/initiatives/#Education)
Environment (/governor/initiatives/#Environment)
Health (/governor/initiatives/#Health)

Law & Justice (/governor/initiatives/#Justice)

Transportation (/governor/initiatives/#Transportation)

News & Events

Press Releases (/governor/news/news/562022/approved/news_archive.shtml)

Photos (https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy)

Public Addresses (/governor/news/addresses)

Executive Orders (/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html)

Administrative Orders (/governor/news/ao/approved/ao_archive.shtml)

Direct Appointments (/governor/news/appointments)

Advice and Consent Appointments (/governor/news/acappointments)

Statements on Legislation (/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml)
Administration Reports (/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml)

Transition Reports (/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml)

Press Kits (/governor/news/press)

Social

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/)
Twitter (https://twitter.com/GovMurphy)

Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/govmurphy/)
Snapchat (https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy)
YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice)

TikTok (https://www.tiktok.com/@njgov?)

Contact Us

Scheduling Requests (/governor/contact/scheduling/)

Contact Us (/governor/contact/all/)

Statewide

NJ Home (//lwww.nj.gov)

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20201009c.shtml 2/3


https://nj.gov/governor/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/about/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/fl/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/cabinet/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/affordablehealthcare/index.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/bca/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/internship.shtml
http://drumthwacket.org/
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Economy
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Education
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Environment
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Health
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Justice
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Transportation
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562022/approved/news_archive.shtml
https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy
https://nj.gov/governor/news/addresses
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html
https://nj.gov/governor/news/ao/approved/ao_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/appointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/acappointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/press
https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/
https://twitter.com/GovMurphy
https://www.instagram.com/govmurphy/
https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy
https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice
https://www.tiktok.com/@njgov?
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/scheduling/
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/all/
https://www.nj.gov/

2/21/23, 12:30 PM Office of the Governor | Murphy Administration Announces Applications for $500 Million in School Projects Funded Through the ...

Services A to Z (//lwww.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html)
Departments/Agencies (//www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/)
FAQs (//lwww.nj.gov/faqs/)

Contact Us (//www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html)

Privacy Notice (//www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html)

Legal Statement & Disclaimers (//www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html)

Accessibility Statement (//www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html)

(//nj.gov/opra/)

(https://my.state.nj.us/openam/Ul/Login)

Copyright © State of New Jersey, 1996-2023
Office of Governor PO Box 001

Trenton, NJ 08625

609-292-6000

(https://tech.nj.gov/)

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20201009c.shtml 3/3


https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/
https://www.nj.gov/faqs/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html
https://my.state.nj.us/openam/UI/Login
https://nj.gov/opra/
https://tech.nj.gov/

