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UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION CODE

CHAPTER 23
UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION CODE

Authority

N.J.S.A. 52:27D-123, 123a, 123.2, 123.5, 123.8, 123.10,
124, 1241, 133.4, and 133.5; and P.L. 2014, c. 34.

Source and Effective Date

R.2008 d.188, effective June 13, 2008.
See: 39 N.J.R. 2578(a), 40 N.J.R. 4314(a).

Chapter Expiration Date

In accordance with N.J.S.A. 52:14B-5.1b, Chapter 23, Uniform Con-
struction Code, expires on June 13, 2015. See: 43 N.J.R. 1203(a).

Chapter Historical Note

Chapter 23, Uniform Construction Code, was adopted as R.1976
d.344, d.345, d.346 and d.347, effective January 1, 1977 and codified as
Subchapter 1, General Provisions; Subchapter 2, Administration and
Enforcement Process; Subchapter 3, Subcodes, and Subchapter 4, En-
forcing Agencies: Duties, Powers, Procedures. See: 8 N.JLR. 216(b),
319(a), 370(d), 414(a); 8 N.J.R. 546(a). Chapter 23, Uniform Construc-
tion Code, superseded N.JLA.C. 5:16, Standard Building Code and
N.J.A.C. 5:20, Safety Glazing Materials, which were repealed by R.1978
d.360, effective October 6, 1978. See: 10 N.J.R. 377(a), 10 N.J.R.
470(a). Chapter 23, Uniform Construction Code, also superseded
NJ.A.C. 5:21, Uniform Standards Code for Mobile Homes, which was
repealed by R.1982 d.7, effective February 1, 1982. See: 13 NJ.R.
717(a), 14 N.J.R. 142(a).

Subchapter 5, Licensing of Code Enforcement Officials, was adopted
as R.1977 d.304, effective October 1, 1977. See: 9 N.JL.R. 257(b), 9
N.JR. 413(b). Subchapter 6, Tax Exemption for Solar Facilities, was
adopted as R.1978 d.334, effective September 18, 1978. See: 10 N.J.R.
222(b), 10 N.J.R. 418(a).

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Subchapter 6, Tax Exemp-
tion for Solar Facilities, was readopted as R.1980 d.303, effective July 1,
1980. See: 12N.J.R. 249(c), 12 N.J.R. 452(c).

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 23, Uniform Con-
struction Code, was readopted as R.1983 d.144, effective April 26, 1983.
See: 14 N.J.R. 1247(a), 15 N.J.R. 803(c). ’

Subchapter 7, Barrier Free Subcode, was adopted as R.1986 d.448,
effective November 3, 1986. See: 18 N.J.R. 757(a), 18 N.J.R 2194(a).

Subchapter 8, Asbestos Hazard Abatement Subcode, was adopted as
Emergency New Rules R.1985 d.362, effective June 18, 1985 (expired
August 17, 1985). See: 17 N.J.R. 1782(a).

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), the provisions of R.1985
d.362 were readopted as R.1985 d.472, effective August 16, 1985. See:
17 NLJ.R. 2249(a). '

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 23, Uniform Con-
struction Code, was readopted as R.1988 d.168, effective March 22,
1988. N.J.A.C. 5:23-6.1, 6.2 and 6.3, concerning tax exemption for solar
facilities, were not readopted and expired on April 1, 1988. See: 20
N.J.R:223(a), 20 NJ.R. 893(a).

Subchapter 9, Code Interpretations, was adopted as R.1988 d.195,
effective May 2, 1988. See: 20 N.J.R. 224(a), 20 N.J.R. 977(a).

Subchapter 10, Radon Hazard Subcode, was adopted as R.1990 d.226,
effective May 7, 1990. See: 21 N.J.R. 3696(a), 22 N.J.R. 1356(a).

Subchapter 4A, Industrialized/Modular Buildings and Building Com-
ponents, was adopted as R.1990 d.313, effective June 18, 1990, (oper-
ative July 1, 1990). See: 22 N.J.R. 691(a), 22 N.J.R. 1915(b).

New Jersey State Library

Subchapter 11, Indoor Air Quality Standards and Procedures for
Buildings Occupied by Public Employees, was adopted as R.1992 d.33,
effective January 21, 1992, See: 23 N.J.R. 1730(b), 24 N.LR. 229(c).

Subchapter 12, Elevator Safety Subcode, was adopted as R.1991
d.325, effective July 1, 1991. See: 23 N.J.R. 805(a), 23 N.J.R. 2046(a).

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 23, Uniform Con-
struction Code, was readopted as R.1993 d.106, effective February 3,
1993. See: 24 N.J.R. 1420(b), 25 N.J.R. 920(a).

Subchapter 4B, Manufactured Homes and Manufactured Home Add-
On Units Not Subject to Federal Regulation, and Subchapter 4C, En-
forcement of Federal Manufactured Home Standards, were adopted as
R.1994 d.96, effective February 22, 1994. See: 25 N.JLR. 5388(a), 26
N.J.R. 1073(a).

N.JA.C. 5:23-7.1 through 7.99 were repealed and 7.100 through
7.116 were recodified as 7.2 through 7.18 by R.1995 d.144, effective
March 20, 1995 (operative July 1, 1995). See: 26 N.J.R. 2698(a), 26
N.J.R. 2524(a), 27 N.J.R. 1180(a).

Subchapter 11, Indoor Air Quality Standards and Procedures for
Buildings Occupied by Public Employees, was repealed by R.1995
d.612, effective December 4, 1995 (operative July 1, 1995). See: 27
N.J.R. 3518(a), 27 N.J.R. 4885(a).

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 23, Uniform Con-
struction Code, was readopted as R.1997 d.409, effective September 9,
1997. As a part of R.1997 d.409, effective October 6, 1997, Subchapter
6, Tax Exemption, was repealed. See: 29 N.J.R. 2736(a), 29 N.J.R.
4281(a).

Subchapter 6, Rehabilitation Subcode, was adopted as R.1998 d.28,
effective January 5, 1998. See: 29 N.J.R. 3603(a), 30 N.J.R. 129(a).

Subchapter 12A, Optional Elevator Inspection Program, was adopted
as R.1998 d.480, effective September 21, 1998. See: 30 N.J.R. 1119(b),
30 N.JR. 3461(a).

Subchapter 11, Playground Safety Subcode, was adopted as R.1999
d.351, effective October 18, 1999. See: 31 N.J.R. 1838(a), 31 N.J.R.
3082(a).

Subchapter 3A, State-Jurisdiction Subcodes, was adopted as R.2001
d.303, effective September 4, 2001. See: 33 N.J.R. 1991(a), 33 N.J.R.
2989(a).

Chapter 23, Uniform Construction Code, was readopted as R.2003
d.70, effective January 15, 2003. See: 34 N.JR. 351(a), 35 N.JR.
1054(a).

Chapter 23, Uniform Construction Code, was readopted as R.2008
d.188, effective June 13, 2008. See: Source and Effective Date.

Subchapter 4B, Manufactured Homes and Manufactured Home Add-
On Units Not Subject To Federal Regulation, was renamed Manu-
factured Homes and Manufactured Home Add-On Units; and Subchapter
4D, Recreational Park Trailers, was adopted as new rules by R.2008
d.213, effective August 4, 2008. See: 39 N.J.R. 2411(a), 40 N.J.R.
4523(b).

Cross References

Child care center physical facility requirements, see N.J.A.C. 10:122-
5.1 et seq.

Children’s group home physical facility requirements, see N.J.A.C.
10:128-4.1 et seq.

Children’s shelter physical facility requirements, see N.J.A.C. 10:124-
5.1 et seq.

Residential child care facility maintenance and sanitation require-
ments, see N.J.A.C. 10:127-4.4.
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CHAPTER TABLE OF CONTENTS

SUBCHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Title; division into subchapters
Authority
1.3 Intent and purpose
3-1.4 Definitions
:23-1.5 Effective date
3-1.6 Grace period
3-1.7 Validity

SUBCHAPTER 2. ADMINISTRATION AND
ENFORCEMENT; PROCESS

Title; scope; intent

Matter covered

Applicability

Alterations, replacements and damages

Concerning increase in size

Change of use

Ordinary maintenance

Installation of equipment

Variations and exceptions

Applications for variations

-2.11  Review of variation applications

-2.12  Final decision on variations

-2.13  Authority to grant variations

-2.14  Construction permits—when required

-2.15  Construction permits—application

-2.15A Construction permit for a single-family residence
-2.16  Construction permits—procedure

-2.16A  Records retention

-2.17  Demolition or removal of structures; abandoned wells
-2.17A Minor work

-2.18  Inspections

-2.18A Utility load management device installation programs
-2.18B Utility area lighting facility installation program
-2.18C Useband occupancy of swimming pools, spas and hot
tubs
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:23-2.19  Special technical services
:23-2.20  Tests and special inspections
:23-2.21  Construction control
:23-2.22  Premanufactured construction
:23-2.23  Certificate requirements
:23-2.23A Permits and certificates for multi-tenant buildings
:23-2.24  Conditions of certificate of occupancy
:23-2.25  Establishment of fees
:123-2.26  (Reserved)
:23-2.27 Refunds
:23-2.28  Volume computation
:23-229  Entry
:23-2.30  Violation, notice and orders
:23-2.31  Compliance
:23-2.32  Unsafe structures
:23-2.33  Service of notice
:23-2.34  Protection of adjoining properties
:23-2.35 Enforcement actions after issuance of certificate(s) of
occupancy
23-2.36  (Reserved)
:23-2.37  Elevation of an existing building
5:23-2.38  Departmental appeal
5:23-2.39  Automatic fire suppression systems

SUBCHAPTER 3. SUBCODES

5:23-3.1 Title; scope; intent

5:23-3.2 Matters covered; exceptions

5:23-3.3 Enforcement

5:23-34 Responsibilities

5:23-3.5 Posting structures

5:23-3.6 Standards; accepted practice

5:23-3.7 Municipal approvals of alternative materials, equip-
ment, or methods of construction

5:23-3.8 Products violating the Code

5:23-3.9  Imterpretations and opinions
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5:23-3.10  (Reserved)

5:23-3.11  Enforcement activities reserved to the Department

5:23-3.11A Public school facility plan review and inspections;
Uniform Construction Code enhancemerits in public
school facilities

5:23-3.11B Underground storage tank systems
5:23-3.12  Amended rules

5:23-3.13  Code change proposals

5:23-3.14  Building subcode

5:23-3.15  Plumbing subcode

5:23-3.16  Electrical subcode

5:23-3.17  Fire protection subcode

5:23-3.18  Energy Subcode

5:23-3.19 Manufactured home subcode
5:23-3.20 Mechanical subcode

5:23-3.20A (Reserved)

5:23-3.21  One- and two-family dwelling subcode
5:23-3.22  Fuel gas subcode

APPENDIX 3-A. NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF
COMMUNITY AFFAIRS DIVISION OF CODES AND
STANDARDS CODE CHANGE PROPOSAL
REHABILITATION SUBCODE (N.J.A.C. 5:23-6)

SUBCHAPTER 3A. STATE-JURISDICTION SUBCODES
5:23-3A.1 Scope
5:23-3A.2 Subcodes established

SUBCHAPTER 4. ENFORCING AGENCIES; DUTIES;
POWERS; PROCEDURES

5:23-4.1 Title; scope; intent

5:23-4.2 Matters covered; exceptions

5:23-4.3 Municipal enforcing agencies—establishment

5:23-4.3A  Enforcing agency classification

5:23-44  Municipal enforcing agencies—organization

5:23-4.5 Municipal enforcing agencies—administration and en-
forcement

5:23-4.5A (Reserved)

5:23-4.6  Interlocal enforcing agencies—establishment

5:23-4.7 Interlocal enforcing agencies—organization

5:23-4.8 Interlocal enforcing agencies—administration and en-
forcement

5:23-4.9 State enforcing agencies—establishment

5:23-4.10  State enforcing agencies—organization

5:23-4.11  State enforcing agencies—administration and enforce-
ment

5:23-4,12  Private on-site inspection and plan review agencies; es-
tablishment

5:23-4.13  Private on-site inspection and plan review agencies; or-
ganization

5:23-4.14  Private on-site inspection and plan review agencies; ad-
ministration and enforcement

5:23-4.15  Suspension and revocation

5:23-4.16  (Reserved)

5:23-4.17 Municipal enforcing agency fees

5:23-4.18  Standards for municipal fees

5:23-4.19  New Jersey State permit surcharge fees

5:23-420 Department fees

5:23-421 Private enforcing agency authorization and reauthori-
zation fees

5:23-422  (Reserved)

5:23-4.23  Payment of fees

5:23-4.24  Plan review by the Department of Community Affairs

5:23-4.25 Emergency building inspection program

5:23-4.26  Certification of building elements

5:23-4.27 through 5:23-4.40 (Reserved)
SUBCHAPTER 4A. INDUSTRIALIZED/MODULAR
BUILDINGS AND BUILDING COMPONENTS

5:23-4A.1 Purpose
5:23-4A.2  Findings; functions of the Commission
5:23-4A.3 Scope
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5:23-2.18

Amended by R.2009 d.126, effective April 20, 2009.
See: 41 N.J.R. 16(a), 41 N.J.R. 1725(a).
In (b)1ii(1XA), deleted “as described in N.J.A.C. 5:23-9.9” following
“shed599.
Amended by R.2014 d.117, effective July 21, 2014.
See: 46 N.J.R. 160(a), 46 N.J.R. 1685(a).
Rewrote (b)1ii(2).
Special amendment, R.2014 d.161, effective October 1, 2014 (to expire
May 12, 2015).
See: 46 N.J.R. 2186(a).
Rewrote (b)1i.
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23-24.12.1

Case Notes

Initial Decision (2007 N.J. AGEN LEXIS 561) adopted, which or-
dered a 60-day suspension of petitioner’s Building Subcode Official and
Building Inspector H.H.S. licenses for violations of N.JLA.C. 5:23-
2.18(b) and 5:23-2.24(a); petitioner approved framing inspections and
issued a certificate of occupancy on the subject project that did not meet
the conditions of the approved plans and specification, approved

Supp. 11-3-14



