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Governor Phil Murphy

Statement from Governor Murphy on the
Passing of Congressman Donald Payne, Jr.

“Tammy and I are deeply saddened by the tragic passing of our friend, and a steadfast champion for the people of
New Jersey, Congressman Donald Payne, Jr.

“With his signature bowtie, big heart, and tenacious spirit, Donald embodied the very best of public service. As a
former union worker and toll collector, he deeply understood the struggles our working families face, and he fought
valiantly to serve their needs, every single day. That purpose was the light that guided him through his early years as
Newark City Council President and during his tenure on the Essex County Board of Commissioners. And it guided him
still through his more than a decade of service in Congress.

“It was my great honor to work side-by-side with Donald to build a stronger and fairer New Jersey, and we will hold his
memory close to our hearts as we build upon the Payne family’s deep legacy of service in advocating for the
communities they served so dearly. 

“Donald’s love will live on in the homes of his neighbors in Newark, who now have access to safe drinking water, and
in the good-paying jobs he helped create for his brothers and sisters in labor. And it will live on in his wife Beatrice,
and their three children, Donald III, Jack, and Yvonne, who were the pride of his life. Our heartfelt prayers are with his
family during this difficult time.”
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