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INTRODUCTION

The mission of the New Jersey State Library is to connect people with information
through its services to libraries, government and people with special needs.

The New Jersey State Library annually compiles statewide library statistics to help libraries analyze
and improve programs and services. Trustees and library directors use the statistics to develop and
justify budgets and for comparative evaluation of programs, staffing practices and collection
development.

Primarily three types of libraries provide public library services in New Jersey:

1) Municipal — a library established by law following a referendum in which the majority of voters
decided to establish such a library. It is supported by taxes and is governed by a board, appointed by
the mayor, which must include the mayor and the superintendent of schools or their alternates. There
are 234 municipal libraries in New Jersey, although not all report for inclusion in these statistics.

They are identified in the tables by an M.

2) County — a library established by law following a countywide referendum approved by a majority
of voters. It is supported by taxes and generally governed by a board known as the county library
commission, composed of five to seven members appointed by the freeholders. There are 14 county
libraries identified in the tables by a C.

3) Association — a library established, governed and supported by an association of citizens. Such
an association is incorporated, forms its own constitution, appoints or elects its own board and is
responsible for operation of the library. It may receive tax support from the local governing body.
Only those association libraries whose services are free to the public are included in this publication.
Some libraries formerly listed as association libraries are now branches or stations of their county
libraries. There are 50 association libraries in New Jersey, although not all report for inclusion in
these statistics. They are identified in the tables by an A.

In addition, there are six joint libraries in New Jersey, which are identified in the tables by a J. A joint
library is established by law following a referendum in two or more municipalities, which was
approved by the majority of voters. It is governed by a board appointed by the mayors of the
participating municipalities.

Note: Summary tables show the number and percentage of population served by public libraries (Tables 1 and
2), libraries according to size of population served (Table 3), libraries according to total expenditures (Table 4),
libraries according to type and total expenditures (Table 5. Tables showing individual library statistics by county
and a state summary constitute the body of this publication. These Survey Year data use the 2000 New
Jersey population figures for population served. Equalized Valuation data is from the Survey Year. (Note: Per
Capita State Aid is based on the data for the year prior to the Survey Year.) Where a public library is
supported by more than one municipality, the figures combine the municipalities. Explanations of the column
headings follow. Where data have been taken from annual public library statistical reports for the Survey Year,
the line number of the report used is given in parentheses at the end of the explanation of each column
heading below.



DEFINITIONS
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NOTE: DEFINITIONS ARE FOR ANNUAL STATISTICS UNLESS INDICATED OTHERWISE

CHILDREN’S CIRCULATION AS A PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL CIRCULATION

Using the library’s local definition of adult and children’s materials, this calculation shows the
percentage of circulated materials that were classified as children’s. This includes interlibrary loan
and reciprocal loans. (Lines 5.2 + 5.4 + 5.6 + 5.10 divided by Line 5.11)

EQUALIZED VALUATION

The Division of Taxation, New Jersey Department of Treasury, supplied the equalized valuation of
municipalities. Amounts are shown to the nearest thousand dollars and exclude municipalities that do
not officially support library services. For county libraries, the equalized valuation reported is the total
of all municipalities that provide tax support.

EXPENDITURES: LIBRARY MATERIALS
Included are the amounts expended for books, periodicals, newspapers, microforms, all other non-
print materials and binding. (Line 2.16)

EXPENDITURES: SALARIES, WAGES AND BENEFITS

Amounts reported here include salaries, wages and fringe benefits paid to all library employees,
whether paid from the library budget or from the municipal or county budget. Retirement benefits
paid are excluded. (Line 2.5)

EXPENDITURES: TOTAL

Total expenditures as reported by libraries, represent current operations and exclude amounts spent
for capital improvements, repayment of loans, etc. The difference of total expenditures, less those for
salaries, wages, benefits, and for library materials, represents all other operating expenditures. (Line
2.24) NOTE: Total expenditures may exceed total income, since the balance carried forward from
the prior year (Line 1.3) has been deducted to yield current-year income.

HOURS OPEN WEEKLY
The number of hours per week the main library was open for public service during the major part of
the year. (Line 6.1)

INCOME: LOCAL TAX

Local tax support is shown as reported by individual libraries as the sum of appropriated and
additional tax support. (Line 1.6)

NOTE: Calculation of State Library Per Capita Aid is based on amounts expended from municipal or
county budgets for library purposes.

INCOME: PER CAPITA STATE AID

Amounts shown as per capita state aid were reported as paid in Data Year to municipalities and
counties with libraries. State Aid to network contract libraries and emergency aid/incentive grants are
not shown in this column. (Line 1.8)

INCOME: TOTAL

Amounts shown are library operation income from all sources (Line 1.15), but excluding the balance
brought forward from the prior year (Line 1.3). State aid to network contract libraries and emergency
aid/incentive grants are included. (Line 1.15 less Line 1.3)

LIBRARY ATTENDANCE
The total number of persons who entered the library including those persons attending activities or
meetings that were held at the library. (Line 7.1)
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NON-PRINT MATERIAL CIRCULATION
Any loan of non-print material. (Line 5.12)

NUMBER OF ADULT PROGRAMS PRESENTED
Using the library’s local definition of adult, this is the total of all library-sponsored programs offered to
adults. If the program was for all ages, it is reported in this category. (Line 7.1)

NUMBER OF CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS PRESENTED
Using the library’s local definition of children, this is the total of all library-sponsored programs offered
to children. (Line 7.6)

NUMBER OF REFERENCE TRANSACTIONS

The number of transactions conducted during the designated twelve-month period between a library
staff member and a member of the public for which a written source is or can be cited. A transaction
is defined as a group of processing steps that are treated as a single activity to perform the desired
result of answering the inquiry. Questions that may be answered by fetching, pointing or giving
directions or that require no special knowledge by experienced staff such as searching for a book by
title or a phone number by person’s name are not considered reference transactions. (Line 7.2)

NUMBER PARTICIPATING IN SUMMER READING PROGRAM
The number of children who enrolled in the summer reading program. (Line 7.9)

PER CAPITA: EXPENDITURES INCLUDING COUNTY TAX

For county libraries and county-library members, these amounts are derived from the sum of total
local expenditures and county-library tax support paid, divided by population served. (While amounts
paid by municipalities in support of a county library are not printed in these tables, they are included
in these computations and were taken from county abstracts of ratable property.)

PER CAPITA: LOCAL EXPENDITURES
Dividing total expenditures by population served derives these amounts. This column excludes
amounts paid by municipalities in support of county libraries.

POPULATION SERVED

The total population of New Jersey as of April 1, 2000 was 8,414,350 as released in the Decennial
Census, issued by the U. S. Department of Labor, Bureau of the Census. 8,336,427 of this
population are served by a public library; defined as having access to a public library within the
municipal boundary, through a joint library agreement or to service provided by a county library. The
remaining population may be unserved or have access to a municipal or county library through a
contractual agreement. These municipalities and their current status are listed on page 42.

The population served by a county library is the total of all municipalities that provide tax support,
including the populations of the member-libraries listed below the county-library entry.
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PUBLIC ACCESS INTERNET TERMINALS
The number of computers designated for public use to access the Internet. (Line 9.12)

STAFF: FULL TIME
The number of individuals working full-time for a minimum of 35 hours per week as of December of
the year for which the statistics are gathered. (Line 3.2)

STAFF: FULL TIME EQUIVALENTS (FTE)
The annual total of paid staff hours divided by 1,820. (Line 3.11)

STAFF: PROFESSIONAL CERTIFIED
The number or library staff members who hold New Jersey Professional Librarian certification. (Line
3.7)

SUBSCRIBED PERIODICALS
The number of current paid subscription titles, including newspapers and magazines other than
annuals. (Line 4.27)

TOTAL BOOKS READ FOR THE SUMMER READING PROGRAM
The number of books that were read by the participants. Statistics kept in minutes are converted by
dividing the total number of minutes by 60. (Line 7.10)

TOTAL CIRCULATION
The total circulation of library materials, adult and juvenile, including reciprocal borrowing, loans of
library materials in bulk to other institutions and interlibrary loans. (Line 5.11)

TOTAL PROGRAM ATTENDANCE
The total attendance for the adult and children’s library-sponsored programs offered.

VOLUMES OWNED YEAR END
The number of books reported (including books in microform). Other materials, which are prepared,
cataloged and recorded in the same manner as books are also reported here. (Line 4.70)

VOLUMES: PER CAPITA
Dividing the number of volumes owned at the end of the year by the population served derives these
amounts.

VOLUMES: PURCHASED DURING YEAR
The number of volumes purchased (including books in microform if cataloged) by public libraries is
exclusive of volumes supplied by county libraries and gifts. (Line 4.60)

USER COUNT FOR ELECTRONIC RESOURCES
The estimated number of people, including repeat customers, using the library’s public access
computers to access the Internet. (Line 9.4)
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AVERAGES

Averages have been calculated for county-member subtotals, county summaries, and state totals for
the following columns: Per Capita Local Expenditures, Per Capita Expenditures Including County Tax,
Volumes Per Capita, and Hours Open Weekly.

NON-REPORTING LIBRARIES

Libraries that failed to file an annual report for the Survey Year still appear in the tables with their
library type, population served and equalized valuation as the data are available from other sources.

AVERAGE PRICE PAID FOR BOOKS IN 2009
BY NEW JERSEY PUBLIC LIBRARIES

Average Price Paid Per Volume in 2009: $16.30

Many libraries use the average price per volume to assist in setting their budgets for library materials
and to meet the State Library Aid Administrative-Code criteria for number of volumes purchased. As
detailed in the New Jersey Administrative Code, 15:21-2.5 (b), the funds spent for audiovisual
materials, electronic reference services, and computer software when divided by the average price
paid per volume in the most-recent year published, gives an equivalent number of volumes which
may be added to the number of print volumes purchased. Alternately, the total materials expenditure
(excluding periodicals) may be divided by the average price per volume to yield the total number of
volumes purchased.

From the 2009 annual statistical reports, Lines 2.6 plus 2.7, "Expenditures for Books," totaled
$32,868,616 for the 281 public libraries reporting. The net total of Line 4.51, "Book Stock Number of
Volumes Purchased." was 1,966,740. Thus, the average price per volume purchased in 2009 was
$16.30.

The $16.30 average price for 2009 will be used with 2010 data for calculation of the FY 2012 State
Library Aid requirement for the number of volumes purchased during 2010.
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