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CHAPTER 76

STATE AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE

Authority
N.J.S.A. 4:1C-5f and 4:1C-10.4.

Source and Effective Date

R.1999 d.198, effective May 28, 1999.
See: 31 N.JLR. 816(a), 31 NJ.R. 1603(a).

Executive Order No. 66(1978) Expiration Date

Chapter 76, State Agriculture Development Committee, expires on
May 28, 2004.

Chapter Historical Note

Chapter 76, State Agriculture Development Committee, was adopted
as R.1984 d.58, effective March 19, 1984. See: 15 N.J.R. 2086(a), 16
N.J.R. 518(b).

Subchapter 2, Agricultural Management Practices, was adopted as
R.1984 d.84, effective April 2, 1984. See: 16 N.J.R. 95(b), 16 N.J.R.
707(c).

Subchapter 3, Creation of Farmland Preservation Programs, was
adopted as R.1984 d.229, effective June 18, 1984. See: 16 N.J.R.
579(a), 16 N.J.R. 1471(c).

Subchapter 4, Creation of Municipally Approved Farmland Preserva-
tion Programs, was adopted as R.1984 d.230, effective June 18, 1984.
See: 16 N.J.R. 582(a), 16 N.J.R. 1475(a).

Subchapter 5, Soil and Water Conservation Project Cost-Sharing, was
adopted as R.1984 d.418, effective September 17, 1984. See: 16 N.J.R.
1636(a), 16 N.J.R. 2426(a).

Subchapter 6, Acquisition of Development Easements, was adopted
as R.1984 d.419, effective September 17, 1984. See: 16 N.J.R. 1637(a),
16 N.J.R. 2427(a).

Subchapter 7, Review of Non-Agricultural Development Projects in
Agricultural Development Areas, was adopted as R.1987 d.482, effec-
tive November 16, 1987. See: 19 N.J.R. 1009(a), 19 N.J.R. 2132(a).

Subchapter 8, Acquisition of Farmland in Fee Simple, was adopted as
R.1989 d.48, effective January 17, 1989. See: 20 N.J.R. 2501(a), 21
N.J.R. 160(a).

Subchapter 9, Emergency Acquisition of Development Easements,
was adopted as R.1989 d.214, effective April 17, 1989. See: 21 N.J.R.
231(a), 21 N.J.R. 981(Db).

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 76, State Agri-
cultural Development Committee, was readopted as R.1989 d.453,
effective July 31, 1989. See: 21 N.J.R. 1601(a), 21 N.J.R. 2472(b).

Subchapter 10, Appraisal Handbook Standards, was adopted as
R.1993 d.391, effective August 2, 1993. See: 25 N.J.R. 1811(a), 25
N.J.R. 3461(a).

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 76, State Agri-
cultural Development Committee, was readopted as R.1994 d.393,
effective June 28, 1994. See: 26 N.J.R. 1419(a), 26 N.J.R. 3159(b).

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 76, State Agri-
cultural Development Committee, was readopted as R.1999 d.198,
effective May 28, 1999, and Subchapter 2A, Agricultural Management
Practices: Generally Accepted Operations and Practices, was adopted
by R.1999, d.198, effective June 21, 1999. See: Source and Effective
Date. See, also, section annotations.
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2:76-193  Valuation of development easements “Agricultural Development Area”, hereinafter referred to

2:76-19.4 Base value as ADA, means an area identified by a county agriculture
2:76-19.5  Adjustments to base value, generally development board pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A.
276-19.6 - Regional Environmental Quality Areas 4:1C-18 and certified by the State Agriculture Development
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2:76-19.9 On-site septic suitability

2:76-19.10 Agriculture viability “Board” means a county agriculture development board
2:76-19.11 Special importance environmental resource factors established pursuant to N.J.S.A. 4:1C-14 or a subregional
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2:76-19.13 Impervious coverage agricultural retention board established pursuant to N.J.S.A.
2:76-19.14 Maximum development easement value 4:1C-17.
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“Committee” means the State Agriculture Development
Committee established pursuant to N.J.S.A. 4:1C4.

Amended by R.1984 d.274, effective July 2, 1984.
See: 16 N.J.R. 947(a), 16 N.J.R. 1714(a).
Amendments to definitions.

2:76-1.3 Statutory criteria

(a) The board may, after public hearing, identify and
recommend an area as an agricultural development area,
which recommendation shall be forwarded to the county
planning board. The board shall document where agricul-
ture shall be the preferred, but not necessarily the exclusive,
use of land if that area:

1. Encompasses productive agricultural lands which
are currently in production or have a strong potential for
future production in agriculture and in which agriculture
is a permitted use under the current municipal zoning
ordinance or in which agriculture is permitted as a non-
conforming use;

2. Is reasonably free of suburban and conflicting com-
mercial development;

3. Comprises not greater than 90 percent of the agri-
cultural land mass of the county;

4. Incorporates any other characteristics deemed ap-
propriate by the board.

2:76-1.4 Other criteria

(a) The factors in this section that shall be considered by
the board in developing criteria for the identification of
agricultural development area(s) shall include, but not nec-
essarily be limited to, the following:

1. Soils;

2. Current and anticipated local land use plans and
regulations;

3. Farmland assessment status;

4. Anticipated approvals for non-agricultural develop-
ment;

5. Accessibility to publicly funded water and sewer
systems;

6. Compatibility with comprehensive and special pur-
pose county and State plans;

7. Proximity and accessibility to major highways and
interchanges;

8. Minimum size of an ADA,;
9. Landowner sign-ui);
10. Land within boroughs, towns or cities;
. 11. Inclusion of entire or partial lots and blocks;

12.  Land ownership;

Supp. 12-2-02

13. Natural and special features;

14. Type and distribution of agriculture.

(b) Guidelines for interpretation of the above factors may
be obtained from the committee upon request. Requests
shall be addressed to:

The State Agriculture
Development Committee

PO Box 330
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0330

2:76-1.5 Certification request

(a) In order to obtain committee certification of board
approval of ADAs, the board shall submit the following to
the committee:

1. Board certification that a hearing was held in com-
pliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.
10:4-6 et seq;

2. A copy of the approved minutes of the hearing
which shall include a summary of the testimony;

3. A comprehensive report consisting of the following:

i. Discussion of factors considered for arriving at
the adopted ADA criteria;

ii. Adopted criteria for ADA identification;
iii. A resolution of adoption of ADA(s);

iv.  Map(s), preferably but not necessarily U.S.G.S.
(1:24000), showing the general location of the ADA(s)
as defined by the application of the criteria.

2:76-1.6 Committee review

(2) The committee shall review board submissions pursu-
ant to N.J.A.C. 2:76-1.5.

(b) In order to certify, the committee must make a
finding that the board’s analysis of factors and resultant
criteria are reasonable and consistent with the provisions of
this subchapter.

. 2:76-1.7 Certification

Upon compliance with the provisions of this subchapter,
the committee shall present to the Secretary of Agriculture
its findings and recommendations to certify, to certify with
conditions, or deny the request made pursuant to N.J.A.C.
2:76-1.5.

SUBCHAPTER 2. RIGHT TO FARM

2:76-2.1 Definitions

As used in this subchapter, the following words and terms
shall have the following meanings:
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