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10A:1-2.2

(b) Unless otherwise stated, N.J.LA.C. 10A:31 through
10A:34 shall be applicable to municipal and county correc-
tional facilities within the State of New Jersey.

10A:1-2.2 Definitions

The following words and terms, when used in N.J.A.C.
10A:1 through 10A:30, shall have the following meanings
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

“Administrator” means an administrator or a superinten-
dent who serves as the chief executive officer of any State
correctional facility within the New Jersey Department of
Corrections.

“A.D.T.C.” means the Adult Diagnostic and Treatment
Center which is the correctional facility designated to house
persons who have been sentenced pursuant to N.J.S.A. 2C:47-
1 et seq. and 2A:164-1 et seq.

“Adult county correctional facility” means any place, under
the jurisdiction of a county, where adult persons convicted or
accused of crimes are confined.

“Assistant Commissioner” means the chief executive of-
ficer of a Division within the Department of Corrections.

“Associate Administrator” means an assistant administrator
or an assistant superintendent who is the ranking assistant to
the Administrator of any State correctional facility within the
New Jersey Department of Corrections.

“Asterisk offense” means a prohibited act preceded by a
number and an asterisk that is considered the most serious
and results in the most severe sanction(s).

“Body cavity search” means the visual inspection or man-
ual search of a person’s anal or vaginal cavity.

“Business day(s)” means any single or consecutive days
during which most businesses operate, Monday through Fri-
day, excluding weekends or legal holidays.

“Calendar day(s)” means any single day or consecutive
days, January 1 through December 31.

“Canine search” means a search conducted by a canine
team consisting of a handler(s) and a dog(s) specially trained
to discover and indicate to the handler(s) the presence of var-
ious substances and/or materials.

“Capital Sentence Unit (C.S.U.)” means the close custody
unit to which persons sentenced to death pursuant to N.J.S.A.
2C:11-3 are assigned until such time that the person is placed
into an isolated holding unit preceding the scheduled date of
execution, or the sentence is commuted or changed to a lesser

penalty.

“Central Communications Unit” means the centralized
communication center within the Department of Corrections
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which coordinates certain functions of the Department of
Corrections on a 24 hours per day, seven days per week basis.

“Central Control” means the unit which coordinates the se-
curity and communication functions within a correctional fa-

cility.
“Central Medical/Transportation Unit” means the central-

ized unit which provides transportation for inmates within the
Department of Corrections.

“Central Reception and Assignment Facility (CRAF)”
means the facility of the New Jersey Department of Correc-
tions for inmate reception and correctional facility assign-
ments.

“Chemical agent” means an aerosol spray which may be
used to gain control of individuals who resist arrest or for the
purpose of self-defense against an attack.

“Civil union” means the legally recognized union of two
eligible individuals of the same sex established pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 37:1-36. Parties to a civil union shall receive the
same benefits and protections and be subject to the same
responsibilities as spouses in a marriage.

“Civil union couple” means two persons who have
established a civil union pursuant to N.J.S.A. 37:1-1 et seq.,
known as the Civil Union Act.

“Close Custody Unit” means an area within a correctional
facility designated for assigning inmates who are removed
from the general population for disciplinary or administrative
reasons.

“Close observation” means intermittent monitoring of an
inmate either in-person or by video monitor at 15 minute in-
tervals.

“Commissioner” means the Commissioner of the New Jer-
sey Department of Corrections.

“Community Corrections Classification Committee (C-4)”
means the Committee responsible for the assignment of a
custody status and the placement of an inmate who has been
returned from a residential community program to a correc-
tional facility.

“Constant observation” means:

1. Uninterrupted surveillance of one inmate who is on
suicide watch that shall be conducted in person or by video
monitor when the video monitor provides continuous unob-
structed vigilance of the inmate by one staff member; or

2. One minute interval surveillance of two inmates in
adjacent cells by one staff member that shall be conducted
in person or by video monitor when the video monitor pro-
vides continuous unobstructed vigilance of the inmates.
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CORRECTIONS

“Contact visit” means a visit between an inmate and a vis-
itor where there is no barrier (such as a window or wall) be-
tween the inmate and visitor.

“Contraband” means:

1. Any item, article or material found in the possession
of, or under the control of, an inmate which is not author-
ized for retention or receipt;

2. Any item, article or material found within the facility
or on its grounds which has not been issued by the correc-
tional facility or authorized as permissible for retention or
receipt;

3. Any item, article or material found in the possession
of, or under the control of, staff or visitors within the facil-
ity or on its grounds which is not authorized for receipt,
retention or importation;

4. Any item, article or material which is authorized for
receipt, retention or importation by inmates, staff or vis-
itors but which is found in an excessive amount or which
has been altered from its original form. An amount shall be
considered excessive if it exceeds stated correctional facil-
ity limits or exceeds reasonable safety, security, sanitary,
or space considerations; or

5. Any article which may be harmful or presents a
threat to the security and orderly operation of the correc-
tional facility shall be considered contraband. Items of con-
traband shall include, but shall not be limited to: guns and
firearms of any type; ammunition; explosives; knives, tools
and other implements not provided in accordance with cor-
rectional facility regulations; hazardous or poisonous
chemicals and gases; unauthorized drugs and medications;
medicines dispensed or approved by the correctional facil-
ity but not consumed or utilized in the manner prescribed;
intoxicants, including, but not limited to, liquor or alco-
holic beverages; and where prohibited, currency and
stamps.

“Counsel substitute” means an individual, such as an in-
mate paralegal, teacher or social worker, who represents and
defends an inmate at a disciplinary hearing proceeding that is
conducted within a correctional facility under the jurisdiction
of the Department of Corrections.

“Custody staff” except as otherwise provided, means Cus-
tody Supervisors, Senior Correction Officers and Correction
Officer Recruits who have been sworn as peace officers.

“Custody status” means the custody assignment of an in-
mate. There are six categories:

1. Close custody;

2. Maximum custody;

3. Medium custody;

4. Gang minimum custody;
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5. Minimum custody; and
6. Community custody.

“Deadly force” means force which a custody staff member
uses with the purpose of causing, or which the custody staff
member knows will create a substantial risk of causing, death
or serious bodily harm.

“Department” means the New Jersey Department of Cor-
rections.

“Departmental Research Review Board (DRRB)” means
the members of a board, authorized by the Commissioner or
designee, responsible for the review of requests to conduct
research within the Department of Corrections.

“Deputy Commissioner” means Deputy Commissioner of
the New Jersey Department of Corrections.

“Detainer” means a warrant or formal authorization to hold
an inmate for prosecution or detention by a Federal, state or
local law enforcement agency or the U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE). Detainers may include, but are
not limited to:

1. Adjudicated criminal charges for which sentence has
been imposed,

2. Criminal charges resulting from indictment, for
which there is no final disposition (open charges);

3. Warrants for violation of parole or probation; and

4. Immigration detainers.

“Director” means the executive officer next in rank to the
Assistant Commissioner (Chief Executive Officer) of a Divi-
sion within the Department of Corrections.

“Disciplinary detention” shall mean removal of an inmate
from the general population to a short-term close custody unit
because of a disciplinary infraction(s).

“Disciplinary Hearing Officer” means a staff member of
the Department of Corrections designated to hear and adjudi-
cate inmate violations of prohibited acts.

“Disciplinary report” means a form on which a violation of
a prohibited act is recorded along with other pertinent infor-
mation.

“Disciplinary sanction” means a prescribed penalty that is
imposed for violation of a prohibited act.

“Division of Operation” means the administrative unit that
is responsible for the administration of all correction facilities
within the New Jersey Department of Corrections.

“Division of Programs and Community Services” means
the agency within the Department of Corrections which is
charged with the supervision and monitoring of inmates as-
signed to the Electronic Monitoring Program and Furlough
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Added definition “Community Corrections Classification Committee
(C-4).

Amended by R.2007 d.315, effective October 15, 2007.
See: 39 N.J.R. 2442(a), 39 N.J.R. 4402(a).

Added definitions “Civil union” and “Civil union couple”; in defini-
tion “Family member”, added new 3 and recodified former 3 through 8
as 4 through 9; and in definition “Relative”, added new 3 and recodified
former 3 through 6 as 4 through 7.

Amended by R.2007 d.379, effective December 17, 2007.
See: 39 N.J.R. 2445(a), 39 N.J.R. 5340(b).

In definition “Institutional Classification Committee (I.C.C.)”, in-
serted the last sentence; substituted definition “Institutional Classifica-
tion Reception Committee (I.C.R.C.)” for definition “Inter-Institutional
Classification Committee (I.I.C.C.)”; and in definition “Objective
classification”, deleted paragraphs 5 through 7, recodified former
paragraphs 8 through 14 as 5 through 11, in paragraph 11, inserted “and”
at the end, deleted paragraph 15, and recodified paragraph 16 as 12.

Case Notes

Regulation which classifies inmates who do not have any funds in
their account and who cannot work, but are able to receive funds from
outside sources as “nonindigent,” thus requiring them to use funds from
outside sources for payment of legal photocopying and medical care, did
not violate equal protection clause. Robinson v. Fauver, D.N.J.1996, 932
F.Supp. 639.

In an inmate’s appeal of disciplinary action arising from a fight he
was involved in, the appellate court rejected the Department of Cor-
rection’s blanket policy of keeping confidential all security camera
videotapes in order to preclude inmates from learning camera angles,
locations, or blind spots, and directed the Department to develop a
record on remand regarding the need for confidentiality of the particular
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videotape. Robles v. New Jersey Dept. of Corrections, 388 N.J. Super.
516, 909 A.2d 755, 2006 N.J. Super. LEXIS 295 (App.Div. 2006).

10A:1-2.3 Chief Executive Officer

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 30:1B-1 et seq., the Chief Executive
Officer of the Department of Corrections is the Commissioner
of Corrections.

10A:1-2.4 Rulemaking and exemption authority

(a) The Commissioner, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 30:1B-1 et
seq., is authorized to formulate, adopt, issue and promulgate
rules and regulations for the administration of correctional fa-
cilities, community programs and operational units within the
Department of Corrections.

(b) The Commissioner is authorized to determine all mat-
ters of policy and regulate the administration of correctional
facilities, community programs and operational units and
modify policies and regulations so that same can function ef-
fectively within the Department of Corrections.

(c) The Commissioner may exempt a correctional facility,
community program or operational unit from adherence to a
rule or certain requirements of a rule in instances when strict
compliance with a rule or all of its requirements would result
in:
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