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CASINO CONTROL COMMISSION 

1. Placing the cover card on the table in front of the 
deck of cards; 

2. Taking a stack of at le11st 10 cards from the top of 
the deck and placing them on. top of the cover card; and 

3. Then placing the cards remaining in the deck on 
top otthe stack of cards that were cut and placed oil the 
cover card pursuant to (b )2 above. 

( c) After the cards have been cut and before any cards 
have been dealt, a casino supervisor may require the cards 
to be recut if he or she determines that the cut was 
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performed improperly or in any way that might affect the 
integri!=)' or fairness of the game. 

( d) If there is no gaming activity at the poker table, each 
deck of cards· at the table shall be spread out on the table 
either face up or face down. If the cards are spread face , 
down, they shall be turned face up once at least two players · 
have arrived at the table. After the first two players are 
afforded an opportunity to visu~y inspect both of the 
decks, the procedures required by N.J.A.C. 19:47-14.4(c) 
shall be completed; 

Amended by R.1996 d.223, effective May 20, 1996; 

Next Page is 47-61 47-.60.3 Supp. 3-15-04 
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CASINO CONTROL COMMISSION 

See: 28 N.J.R. 1362(b), 28 N.J.R. 2572(b). 
•Amended cut provisions and added recut provisions. 

Amended by R.1997 d.519, effective December, 1, 1997. 
See: 29 N.J.R. 4082(a), 29 N.J.R. 5075(b). 

Rewrote ( a), and. in ( d), deleted "for one deck pursuant to 
N.J.A.C. 19:46-L13E". 

19:47-14.6 Poker overview; general dealing procedures for 
all types of poker 

(a) Poker shall be conducted in a separate and distinct 
area of the casino floor · or the casino sinrul.casting facility 
approved by the Com.mission. 

(b) · Poker shall be played by a minimum of two players 
and a maximum of 11 players. , Poker shall be dealt by a 
dealer at a poker table. For all types of poker set forth in 
N.J.A.C. 19:47-14.8, the dealer shall not participate in the 
playing or outcome of the game in any · way except as 
otherwise authorized in this subchapter. 

(c) A player shall wager on the cards that the player 
holds in his or her hand.· All bets by a player shall ·be 
placed by the dealer in the designated area of the table 
known as the pot. A player may be required to ante .or 
place a bl.ind bet prior to the receipt . of any cai:ds. After 
each round of cards is dealt, a betting round shall be 
conducted. Each player shall decide whether to. continue 
contending for the pot by calling. or raising the bet of the 
other players. · 

( d) The obj.ect of the game shall be for a player to win 
the pot either by making a bet that no other player elects to 
call, or by having the hand of highest rank at the showdown 
in accordance with the provisions of N;J.A.C. 19:47-14.3. · If 
two or more players are still in contention for. a pot after all · 
cards have been dealt and the final betting round has been 
completed, there shall be a showdown among the players 
still in contention to determine which player has the hand of 
highest rank. Based <?n the type of poker being played, the 
winning player may be the player who holds the highest 
ranking high poker hand, the highest ranking low poker 
hand or both the highest ranking high and low poker hands. 

( e) The following procedures shall be · utilized by the 
dealer when dealing the game of poker: 

1. The dealer shall choose the hand in which he or 
she will hold the cards. Once the dealer has chosen a 
hand, the dealer must use that hand whenever holding the 
cards. The cards held by the dealer shall, at all times, be 
held in front of the dealer, as level as possible and over 
the poker table. If during a round of play, the deck must . 
be set down to handle a transaction, the dealer shall place 
a marker button on top of the deck until the transaction 
has been completed. · 

2. The dealer shall verbalize or physically indicate the 
action which is occurring at the poker table with regard to 
the conduct of the game and instruct each player as to his · 
or her various turns to act and options. 
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3. All burn cards required by this subchapter shall be 
kept separate from the pile of discarded ·cards. 

4. The. dealer shall be required to- count the stub, at 
least once every 15 minutes, in order to determine that 
. the correct number of cards are present. If this count 
reveals an incorrect number of cards, the deck· shall be 
removed from the table in accordance with N.J.A.C. 
19:46--l.18(n). 

5. At the completion of a round of play, the deal_er 
shall award the pot to the winning player or players after 
a showdown or to the last remaining player if all other 
players have folded. Prior to pushing the pot to the 
winner and collecting the winning hand, the dealer shall 
first collect the cards from all losing players. 

6. All side pots shall be awarded before the dealer 
awards the pot in the center of the poker table. 

7. All discarded hands shall be counted by the dealer 
to determine that the proper. number of cards have been 
returned'. 

8. The dealer shall collect the rake in accordance with 
N.J.A.C. 19:47-14.14. 

19:47-14.7 Wagers 
(a) Only players who are seated at the poker table may 

be permitted to ·receive. cards. and participate in each betting 
round. 

(b) Depending upon the particular type of poker game 
being dealt, a player may be required to: · 

1. · Place an ante prior to receiving any cards; 

2. · Place a predetermined blind bet prior to receiving 
any cards; or I 

3. Place a forced bet to initiate a betting round based 
on that player's up-card. 

( c) A player may only participate in the wagering during 
a round of play with the gaming chips; gaming plaques or 
currency which were. already on the poker table in front of 
the player when the round of play commenced; In addition, 
a player may use coin for the purpose· of placing an ante in 

· an amount less than $1.00 and in denominations of $.25 or 
$.50. 

l. J\ player may only add to his or her gllming chips, 
gaming plaques or currency between rounds of play and 
may not remove any of his· or her gaming chips, gaming 
plaques or currency from the poker table at any time 
during ongoing play pursuant to the definition .of table 
stakes as set forth in N.J.AC. 19:47-14.1. · 

2. Currency which is availal)le for use by a · player 
pursuant to the requirements of this section may be 
utilized to initiate, call or raise a bet if such currency is 
expeditiously converted· into gaming chips or gaining 
plaques by the dealer in accordance with the regulations 

47-61 Supp. 1H8-02 
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governing the acceptance and conver~ion of st,1ch. instru-
ments. Coin which is available for use by a player pursue 
ant to this subsection may be u.tilized to place an ante in 
an. amount· 1ess than $1.00, and any such coin shall b.e 
expeditiously converted into a $ 1.00 gaming chip by the 
dealer upon the pot accumulating an equivalent aggregate 
value in coin. 

3. In order to participate in a round of play; a player 
shall b.e required to have an amount of gaming chips, 
gaming plaques or currency available on the poker table 
prior to the start of the round of play which is sufficient 

. to make any bet required by (b) above and at least one 
bet at the post.ed table minimum. 

4. A player who satisfies the requirements of (c)3 . 
above but who depletes his or her · funds on the poker 
table prior to the completion of a round of play shall be 
deemed to be "all-in." 

i. An "all-in" player shall retain financial interest in 
the outcome of the round of play, but shall . only be 
eligible to win the amount of the pot to which he or she 

· contributed; 

ii. An "all-in" player shall . continue to receive any 
cards to which he or . she· would normally be entitled; 
and 

m. Betting shall continue unimpeded among the 
other players by generating a separate secondary pot 
which only those players shall be eligible to.win: 

( d) A verbal statement of "fold," "check," "call," "raise,''· 
or an announcement of a specific size wager by a player, 
assuming it is within the rules of the poker game being 
played and the minimlini and maximum. wager limits for the 
poker table, shall . be binding on the player if it is that 
player's turn to act.. 

( e) A player . who: announces a bet or raise of a certain 
amount but places a different am·ount of gaming chips or 
gaming plaques in the pot shall be required fo correct his or 
her bet or raise to the announced amount in accordance 
with the instructions of the dealer. 

(f) A player shall be consi.dered to have placed a bet if 
the player: 

1. Pushes gaming chips or gaming plaques forward to 
indicate the intent of placing a bet; · 

2. Releases gaming chips or gaming plaques into the 
pot; or 

3. Releases gaming chips or gaming plaques at a 
sufficient distance from the player and towards the pot to 
make it obvious that it is intended as a bet. 

· OTHER AGENCIES 

1. U the player wishes to add additional gaming chips 
or gaming plaques to the bet; the player must indicate at 
the time the bet is being made .that the bet is not yet 
complete. 

2. A player who puts the proper amount of gaming 
chips or gaming plaques into the pot to call a bet; without 

· indicating his or her intention to raise, may not thereafter 
raise the previous bet. · 

3. Subject to the posted table wagering limits, a player 
who announces ''raise" may continue to bet gaming chips 
or gaming plaques until both of his or her hands come to 
rest in front of the pot. · 

. . . 
(h) It shall be the dealer's resp011sibility to ensure that no 

player touches any of the gaming chips or gaming plaques 
once placed into the pot. 

(i) Unless a raise has been verbally announced by that 
. player, a player who puts into the pot a single gaming chip 

that is larger than. required is assumed. to have· only called 
the preceding bet and to be awaiting change from the 

·. dealer. · 

(j) Unless specifically posted to the contrary, a player 
shall be permitted to raise after he or. she has previously · 
checked in a betting rouridi · 

Amended by R.2002 d.369, effective November 18, 2002. 
See: 34 N.J.R. 2549(a), 34 N.J.R. 3978(a). 

In (c), inserted the. second sentences in the introductory paragraph · 
and 2. 

19:47-14.8 · Types of permissible poker games 

(a) A casino licensee may offer the .. foll~wing types of 
poker games: 

1. Severi-card stud (high, high-low split and high~low 
split eight or better); 

2. Hold 'Em (high); 

3. Omaha (high, high-low split eight or better); 

4; Five-card draw (high and low); 

5; Five-card stud (high); · and 

6; Mambo stud (high-low split six or better). 

(b) No casino licensee shall offer or permit the playing of 
any poker game in its casino room or casino simulcasting 
facility which is not authorized by this subchap~er. 

Amended by R.1999 d.123, effective April 19,.1999. 
(g) A player shall not be perrµitted to make a bet and · See: 30.N.J.R. 3394(a), 31 N.J.R. 1082(b). 

thereafter attempt to increase the amot,1nt of .that bet. In (a), added 6, 

Supp. 11~18-02 47-62 Next Page is 47-62.1. 
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19:47-i4~9 .. Sev~n-card stud· poker;: procedures {or dealing · 
. of cards; completiori_of each rotmfl of :play · 

. . . 
19:47-14.9 _:. 

· (g} -~ollo~fuR ihe:-foitiaChetor check:;r~qtiired by (f) 

. (a) Each casino license.~.shall b~ requir~d to opserve ·the· 
procedµres set. forth in• this· ,l!lection 'for each game of seven- . 
card stud .high, seven~card stu_d high-fo~. split or s~ven~ca:rd 
stud· high-low split_ eight qr better pok_er offered in its <.asino. _. . · 
room or casino simulcasting facility. · · · 

abovt each sul,sequent player; proceeding m- a>cfockwise 
rotation, may fold, ·call; rajse -or, -if the. preceding .playejs _ 
have not made a bet, check. •· Each player_ may check until a .. 
IJefhas been niade: · .Once a bet has been :to;ade; the next 
player· in a c;_lockwise •rotatioµ may fold,-· call or raise/ · After . 
the last player has responded to the most recent het;tbe . 

· · betting round shall lJe considered complete. -·-
(b) Each poker table, shall be restricted t~ a maximum of • 

eight players as determined by the cas~no licensee, . Each 
player who elects to participate in a round, :of play may be 
required to piace. an ante. . The-· rule governing the place~ 
ment of an ante and the amouiit of the ante; if any; shall be 
posted on a sign at each-· poker table in atcotdance with . 
N.J.A.C. 19:4-'i-8.3. . .. .. . . 

. .. . . . ,· .· • . , .• ·•i ·. ···• ' .-::· ·. . 

( c) Starting with the first player fo. the left. of the dealer . . 
and continuing in a clockwjse . rotation. around . the . poker 

' {h)The. de~er shall thei.·~eal two ad~tionaf~oun~Sof ... 
. cards face µp and one rmind 6f cards face down tn each 

player who has notfolded, with each such round followe,:lby .· 
· .. a betting rounq conductecl fu accordance with thej,rovisIOII.S .• 
. of(f) .and (g) abo\ie:' Prior to each _round of cards beiµg;, . . . . . . . . I- .. , .•. 

d¢alt, _the· deal.er- shall.bum the top card of the deck .If 

· table, the. dealer,shall'cleaLtwo rounds ofcards fa~ down 
and one round of cards fa~ iip to each player:. . 

(d) Once each player has received thre~ cards~in-acto~- . 

ins,uffident cards remain in the deck to give each reniairiing 
phtyer i;t: severitb an,d final ci:_ird, the top card of the deck 

'. shall.be burned and a oo:mmoh card shall be dealt face up irt 
' the cenJer ofJhe talJle. )f there is one or iess cards ·. . 

rero.ainitig · in the· deck,- the dealer shall .shuffle , the l>um ·· 
cards, -~u.rn a ·c!ll'ci and ,th,en q~a1the common card. 

dance with '( C) above, the first betting round shall· coxnm_ence 
. · by coniparing•tlie up~cardof each player:.'For the purposes 
of this subsection only, irt the evellt that iw~ ·_ ot. ;mor,e up·0 

cards are of the same rank, the up•car~s shall then• l>e · 
ranked by suit, .with the highest to lowest ranked suits in . 
· order as follows: · spades, hearts, diamonds, dubs, Betting · .. 
shall be coniilienced !Jy: , .. . . . . . 

1. .· Fol.' high pok~r,. th~ ~layer with-the lowest r~riked . 
tip-card; .· · ·- · · · · · ·· · 

2. For high-low split poker, th6 pl~yer with.the highest 
ranked up-ca.rd'. For this pµrpose;. an ace shall be consid~ 

. . ered ranked below a· two; · and 

3. . For high~l~~ split eight or l>etter poker, the player 
with the lowest ranked up~card. :. For,this purpose, an ace .. 
shall be consideredthe higheshanking card. .· · 

·(i) If more. than one pla;er reriiains in the round ~f play . 
. ·. after the final .bettiti.g roup.d. has been completed; il' show- ... 
. down shall be used to determine< the winn~r of the pot. 
Each pl11.r,¢,tre11uiinirig in the game shallform a :five card 

. poker ha°'d ftom the seven cards whi.ch he or _she was dealt. 
'This five. card hand shall.constitute the poker hand of that ... 
player· 'a(the sl}.owdown.. . T,he wirtner of tlie pot sl:iallibe: · . 

i: ·hrhigh ;oket, the' ~layer wfr~ the highest rankin~: 
five card high hand~. -·. .. . .. . . . . 

. · 2- Jn high-low split poker or ltjgh~low split eight or 
better poker;.the playet with the high~st ranking· five card . · . 
high hand . and the player "'.ith the· highest ranking five '. 
~ard lo~> poker hand, subject to the, provisions of (j) 

. below,;W~o·sballdivid~the pot equ~y, . 
·. ... . .. .·· 

i If _a pot cannot· be divided . equally, th~ excess 
amqiint, which shal\not exceed $1.00, shall be given to 
.. the player with the highest ranking high harid. . . 

( e) Following the placement 6£ t\}e forced bet required by -· · 
( d) above, ea~h subsequent player may; proceeding in ·_11; 

clockwise rotation from the >player who placed the -forced 
bet~ fold, caij. or raise the be.L After, tlie last player has 
responded to the most recent bet, the betting round·shall be .· ·. 
considered complete. · · · · 

(f) Up6n cqxµpletion of tb.e firstb~tting rotind, th~ dealer •· 
shall bum theJop card of the deck_ and th~n, sfarting with 
the first remaining player to his or her left, deal a fourth 
card face up to each player wlm has not fokled. The next 
betting round'shall commenc~ as follmvs: · 

1. The player with the highest ranking poker . hand' 
showing shall be required to bet or chec~; -•· or -·. · ' · · 

2. If the high~t rankutg poker h~n.d ~b.g~itig js held. 
by two or more players, the player closest to the- left of 
the dealer shall be required to bet or check . . .. , 

. ,· . · .. ·, ·- . ·. •, . 

iL :ff a tie· e:rists between two or more play~rs fof 
·the· highest ranking high hand, the. highJ1and share of , 

: th~ pof shaltbe divided eq:uajly among the tied player.s: 
·u-the: Ngh :hand share .of the ·pot cann,ot_be· divided ·_. 
iqµally among the tied players, :the excess; which shall . 
not exceed $1.00, shall be given tq the player withthe •.·. 

_ highes(raol<lng high poker card•bysuit. . .. 

. iii.· ff a tie exists between two o~ • more players· for 
the highesfranking low hiµicl/:the low ha.nd share ofthe. 
pot shall be divided ·eqllally. among the tied players. If 
the hand share of the pot cannot ,be <fivided equaUy . 

. among the tied players; the· excess, . which . shall not 
exceed $1.00, shall be given to the player With tlie 

. lowesJrapking low poker card by suit. 
. ·, \ . 

· · Supp. 3a 15-04 · 
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iv. For purposes of this subsection, the cards shall 
be rnnked by suit with the highest to lowest ranked suit 
in order as follows: spades, hearts, diamonds and clubs. 

(j) In seven-card stud high-low split eight or better poker, 
a winning low hand may not contain any pairs or a nine, 10, 
jack, queen or king. This defines the qualifying clause 
known as "eight or better." In the event that none of the 
hands of the remaining players satisfies this requirement, 
the. entire pot shall be awarded to the player with the 
highest ranking high hand. 

(k) In seven-card stud high-low split poker and seven 
card stud high-low split eight or better poker, the player 
may form two different hands of five cards each out of the 
player's seven available cards, enabling that player to con-
tend for both the high hand and low hand share of the pot. 
A player may use the same five card grouping to make a 
high poker hand and a low poker hand. For example: 

1. A hand consisting of a two, three, four, five and six 
would qualify as a straight for purposes of the high hand 
and as a high ranking low hand; or 

2. A hand consisting of five cards of the same suit, 
none higher than an eight, would qualify as a flush for 
purposes of the high hand and as a high ranking low 
hand. 

(/) In seven-card stud high-low split poker and seven-
card stud high-low split eight or better poker, an ace may be 
used concurrently as a low card to satisfy a low hand and as 
a high card to satisfy a high hand. 

19:47-14.10 Hold 'em poker; procedures for dealing .of 
cards; completion of each round of play 

(a) Each casino licensee shall be required to observe the 
procedures set forth in this section for each game of 
hold 'em high poker offered in its casino room or casino 
simulcasting facility. Hold 'em poker shall be. played to 
determine a winning high hand only. 

(b) Each poker table shall be restricted to a maximum of 
eleven players. Each player who elects to participate in a 
round of play may be required to place an ante. The rule 
governing the placement of an ante and the amount of the 
ante, if any, shall be posted on a sign at each poker table in 
accordance with N.J.A.C. 19:47-8.3. 

( c) The order in which the cards shall be dealt and the 
order in which players shall be required or have the option 
to bet shall be determined as follows: 

1. A flat disk called the "button" shall be used to 
indicate an imaginary dealer; 

2. At the commencement of play, the button shall be 
placed in front of the first player to the right of the 
dealer; and 

OTHER AGENCIES 

3. Thereafter, the button shall rotate around the table 
in a clockwise manner after each round of play. 

( d) The player to the immediate left of the button shall 
be required to initiate the first betting round by placing a 
blind bet in accordance with the posted table requirements. 
A casino licensee may require additional blind bets to be 
made immediately subsequent to the' initial blind bet. The 
amount and number of all blind bets required by the casino 
licensee shall be posted on a sign in accordance with 
N.J.A.C. 19:47-8.3. 

( e) Starting with the player to the immediate left of the 
button and continuing in a clockwise rotation around the 
poker table, the dealer shall deal two rounds of cards face 
down to each player, with the player with the button being 
the last player to receive a card each time. 

(f) Following the placement of the blind bet(s), each 
player shall in turn, in a clockwise rotation around the poker 
table, either fold, call or raise the bet. The option to raise 
shall also apply to the player who made the blind bet(s). 
After the last player has resAonded to the most recent bet, 
the betting round shall be co~sidered complete. 

(g) The dealer shall then burn the top card of the deck 
and proceed to deal three community cards face up in the 
center of the table. The next betting round shall commence 
with the option to bet or check belonging to the first player 
to the left of the button who has not folded. Each subse-
quent player may, in clockwise rotation, fold, call, raise the 
bet or, if preceding players have not made a bet, make an 
opening bet or check. The betting round shall be consid-
ered complete when each player has either folded or called 
in response to the most recent bet. 

(h) Upon completion of the betting round required by (g) 
above, the dealer shall again burn the top card of the deck 
and then deal a fourth community card face up in the center 
of the table. The next betting round shall be commenced 
and completed in accordance with the requirements of (g) 
above. 

(i) Upon completion of the betting round required by (h) 
above, the dealer shall again burn the top card of the deck 
and then deal a fifth and final community card face up in 
the center of the table. The final betting round shall be 
commenced and comple,ted in accordance with the require-
ments of (g) above. 

(j) If more than one player remains in the round of play 
after the final betting round has been completed, a show-
down shall be used to determine the winner of the pot. 
Each player remaining in the game shall form his or her 
highest ranking five card high poker hand by using, in any 
combination, his or her own two cards and the five commu-
nity cards available on the table. The winner of the pot 
shall be the player with the highest ranking five card high 
poker hand. If the highest ranking five card high poker 
hand that each of the remaining players can form is com-
prised of the five community cards, all players remaining in 
the round of play shall share equally in the pot. 
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