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To the Honorable the Legislatitie Council 
and General .!lssembly of the State of 

GSKTLJ:ll&ll :-You hue been selected from the great body o[ 
your fellow-cilizen1, to con1litute the present Legislature of the 
Stall of New Jeraey. Veated fqr a aeason with the power of Le~ 
gislaton, you doubtlUs appreci_Jte the importance and re1pon1i .. 
bililJ of yonr 1tation, and feel disposed to act with a direct refer~ 
ence to the well being of the people of Ibis commonwealth. 

Influenced by this perauasion, we addrea• you with the yiew of 

New-Jersey •. , 

calling your attention to the disabilitiea, printion1 and 1ulferiug11 

under which the eolored population of our State labor, and wbiola 
we belieYe ceo at leut be greatly mitigated, if not wholly remoY-

ad, by wboleaome legialatioo.. r 

You are not, we fondlJ hope, of those, who, instead of reducinc 
the burden• of tbi1 clan of our population, would nther increase 
tbem; who, instead of banding lo them tbe full measure of the 
hle11ing1 of our free gonroment, would multiply inducemenll 
for them to forsake in eoguiab tbe land of their oatiTity, and t!ll 
gnn• of their fathers ; we think you look upoa enn the black 
man u a man, and entitled to all the prifileget and immuniliea o[ 

humanity. • - \ 
The colored population of the State, according to lbe return• 

recently publi1bed by the U. S. Marabal of tbi1 dialrict, amounll 
Lo U,651 aoull. Thi• then 11 the number of human being• within 
your jurildiclion, who are deprind of lboae equal law• and that 
esaet justice which tbil nation 1lori11 in 1ecurin1 to her meao11& 

cllizea. ., • · . c 
•• • Tbe Legialatur• of New Janey, en tbe 94th day of F1bru&rJ• a:~ ... · .. . 
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1100, enacted tbat all children b: or ilues since tlie 41b day or ee"ilude; we hope to obtaill ~rom you either the one or tbe, 'i 
~UIJ, 1804, or tbal 1bould thereafter be born, abould be free, aub· other, and we moil reapeclfull1 urge it from tbe following con• 
Jecl, ne~~~bele11, to be the 11"11Dll of the ownen or their moth- aiderationa - - · .. · - ,., · · ·, -'· · 
en, until, 10 the cue or male children, they ibould become twen· Fin&. We regard tbe term of 1en-ice unreasonably long; you 
tJ·liY• yean of age, and In the caae of femalea, twenty-on year• an·d we arriHd at our majorilJ, and our-ebildren will arriTe a& 
of ap. We do not feel di1po11ed to call in question lbe benno- lheira, in a 1borler time by eeveral year1; we cannot conceive of 
lc;nce of the men who gue u1 tbia law; we believe their motives a reaaon, either legal, moral DI' pbyaical, why young people of 
were trul7 pbilanlhropic. Dictated by the enlightened •piril of tbe African deecent 1bould not be declared of age 11 eoon Bl tbo1e of 
age, they performed an act, whieh, although II came late, brought the European; but we can 1ee reason• wby they ought to be giveti 
honor end gratitude to the men who gne It blrtb-aboliihlnr per· to tbemaelYa in tbe tpring lime ol their day1, that they may ear-
petual human cbat1el1bip. eYen on this after-birth principle was lier experience the beneficial influence of that mental and phy1i· 
regarded u the verdict of the 1tate against the prelensl:na of cal elaaticit7 con1equenl upon the po11e11ion of freedom. 
ila~ery, and doubllea1 had a wbole10me ell'ect al the lime upon the Secondly. We object lo the senitude system, because it con· 
nation at large. . '. • . . .,, ... - . , .. ~-. . ·. . taine no proYiaion makinr it the priTilege of the cbi!dren lo ac· 

Subseque~t rellection and experience haYe Alil&ed multitudes quire trade•, or become acquainted lVitb aYocalions by which the1 
~bat It•.• enltrely aafe and judicioua In aboliablDC alavery, to do 11 can earn a livelihood in after ye1r1, other than those which it ma7 
1mm.ed11tely: wi!hout the entailment of any kind of compulaory be the plea1ure of the persoDI who happened to be the owners of 
eemce ?r d11ab11ity whatever. Ma117 who formerly enterllined their motben al their birth to •ull'er them to learn; It ia jually re· 
doubts, 1a reference to 1uch a 1ummarJ proeeu of e1Daacipation garded a1 cruel and inbumen for a parent to compel hie child to 
Ji..,e ~ad thou doubl11wepl away by the well aulbenlicatecl teat~ epend bi• minorily at an employmut to which be baa an avertiOtlf 
m~ny 1n relation.to the fHonble workinr of iuch a proceu in the or wbiob will be UMlelllu him, or nearlJ ao, when he becomes a 
Br1tl1h \Ve1t lnd1a Jllanda.'', • · '" .,. " , ' . , ... , . _, •' ,, .. , ,,. man; llence all indenturea of apprentice1bip expre11 in form that 

We r~nnot but reprd compuliorJ ser"ilude, cominr in after 
8 

the child doth Yoluiltaril7 and of bis own free will and accord pu~ 
derlant1on of freedom, a1 a continuation of iluery for tbe ti · bim1elf appren~ But in the cHH we an now contemplat: 
b_:.lor: bence W'I loek upon the 1errant& for years, under lbe :; inr, parental feeling, that divine ruard again1t ab11se1to children; 
or 1890. •• 1la•e• IO lODJ a1 thay remain under age, iluea 10 all bu no place. Under the act of 18IO,_ the children who werti 
hltnt& and purpotet, uni- it be true that the children of the or may be born of alan motben, are habte to be doomed lo just 
female llfYIDll, born of them while under age. are /ult., free. .i.: auela emplo7menl ae may be 1eleoted for them without con1ultinr 

We are deeil'OUI, sntlemen, eitbertbal the aenitude for yn their tutea or obtaining their concurrence, and it ii feared wilh-
ahoald be 'entlrel7 a'boli9hed, or iii duntion limited lo 

8 
ibort: out the leut reference to their future welfare. Who that know1 

term, and Ill eondllloD great11 modUled ; we prefer the former: &DJ thing ol human nature, doe• not tea that a 1urer eoune could 
We veuture to •unett. that If the great priaeiple or tbe right of llC;UOllJ be adopted, to crush the 111ergl11 of a rising generation~ 
every. lnnoce~t man. to hlmaelf 1bould be fully adopted, there would and whe ii aot 1urpriud thllt, nuder Hali a •J•lem, our JOuar 
~em11n but little ddlicult1 In liamlnr 8 plan of entire emancipa· colored population are half u enterprialnr •• th•T are.i ' · · ·· , 
t1on for that put of our~olored populatioo 1et uader compull0'1 'J'hirdl1, We object to the 1y1tem, beca1111 lhere ii no ell'ecliye 

Al 
• 



• 
Jlt'01'i1ion 1ecurln1 to lbe children a acliool edll'Calion. The 16111 
1ection of the act concerninr alavea, p11sed March 14, 1798, doea, 
it ia true, require the ownera of 1lue1 or ee"ants for 7eara, to 
hue them tangbt to read before they atlain the age of ttrenl7· 
one 7eara, but the penalty for neglect is only thirty dollara, and 
lhe proritlen foroeollectiog the 1ine reducea u·en lbat to a practi• 
cal nullit7. Unle11 there be uncommon aptitude to learn, we 
think lltat if 1011 of time were added to the cost of tuition, it 
would be found that a child could hardly be taught to read for the 
amount or the penalt7, and hence it would be cheaper to pay Ir, 
abould it ever be e:saoted. If the 1y1tem is to be continued, and 
we bore it wlll not, the masters 1ho11ld be required under a beuy 
penalty, easily collected, to give the children a rood com100u 
achoo! education before they arriYe at the age of fifteen year .. 

It i1 impo11ible lo put upon paper the innumerable little 1ulJ'er­
inr1 that fall to tbe lot of these servant children, and which go to 
make up the amount of their mhery. It is easier to conceire of 
it in tbe aggregate, than lo de1cribe It in detail; regarded from 
&be Ant moment of their enlrB1Joe _!11 the world as mere things or 
profit and 10111 deprived, in many in1t1nees, of the nurture and· 
control of their parent• at a tender-re, d1'iYen bither and thither 
by lntereat and pauion, they grow up without education, without 
a trade, without a proper aenae or Slial obligation, and, In many 
iaatancea, without even being·taugbt their re1poa1ibilit1 . lo their 
Naker, their duty to their God.·,.-• •i•"· :~;:/ .;'!<i-,,;;,:0~111: ,: 
• We despair of any modiryiag legialation being aufficieat te 
1111ake the 111tem equiYaleat '° th.111 eatabliabed by the Creator. 
Jt may be made better, perbapa, but the onl7 real oure liea in ill 
abandonment, and in lbe nll•ratioa -of Iha children to entire 
lreedoa.· 1 ,,: •"-i't<'-"._,..,.,., ·. 1.11HI •• ;~.~ :..:,i..•1"!::., ::.· 

Makinr tbe .ehlldraa r.... will prod ace the nece11ity of a 1aa ... 
clian1bip for tbem, wblab can onl7 be aupplied h1 liberating their 
l>aruta, and we •re tbaa brought to another and important cla• 
of our nolored population-the 1lave1 for life. Tbeae are all tbe1 

. !1fho w.ere.bora cm or belon tbe ._lb cla7 of Jul7, l804
1 
and who 

'· :-

,. 
kin nol been manumitted b1 their owaera; a clau which na.a.: 
ber1, according to the present return•, il59 10011

1 
not a very fo,.; 

midable number perb1p1, yet 1Ullicieotly numeroua, we lnltt, lo 
engage the attention of a humane legislature. " 

We aak then for the liberation of the1e 1lHe1, that such of 
them as ban children ma7 be n1tored to the guardianship of their 
children ; 1 right which ought oner to bne been taken from 
t·bem, for it ia one which they bold by the appoiat;nent or the God 
of nature. " ' ' 

We ask for their liberation that they may enJoy the CODl1liou1-
ne11 of freedom ; that they may be put in po11e11ion of tbat gift 
de1igoed for all by the beneficent Creator, and deelared to be In~ 
alienable in the declaration of independence; a gill, of which to 
depriYe the innocent, is declared by the 'oice of cbri1tianit7 to be 
one ·of the greatest.wrongs tbirt man can lnllict upon bia brother. 

We can 1carcely hint at the liberation of the1e old 1la•11, wlrb· 
out being met with what 1<Jne• consider a fat1l objection to 1heir 
claims lo liberty. We refer to that legal proviaion of lonl' 
1tandiar, which prohibits the manumi11ion of a alne. at fort7 
yeara of •re and upwards, without aecurity . being given lo th 
proper authoriti11 that sucb emanclpaled alue aball oner become 
a~a cbarg-e':·". ": '• , ·. .. '" . c;, .. 

Jn reply to tbi1 objection we say, flral, that there an nr7 ma· 
ny 1lnea in the State under forty year1 or age. All tboae DOW' 

li,ing, who were born behreea January 12th, 1801, and Jul1 ~ 
t804, a period of nearly three and a half 1eara, eould M emanci~ 
pated by law without diaturbing that pro,i1lon ; Htfflllr, we 
think that the pro,iaioa for aecurity comea in at too earl] an ase. 
that of forty 7ean ; that if llluH must be entaned, lt la 1001l 
enourb to do it at fifty yeara of age. We think there la litUi 
d1111ger of 1laYe1 in health becoming a town char1e, ll libentad up­
to that 11e; and we ue 11ot 1ure but tbe 1ime might be 1:1tl1Dcle• 
etill farther. Lallly, we protell agala1t all 1Ucb miataken eco!!Omt 
•• thi1. To bold • human being in elavery-lo eontinaa blm a 
~.chattel, bowHer old or decreJlld be ••J lie, from tbe ,._ 

.. •' . •·' 
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8 
tbat we miibt be called upon to aAiat io hl1 mainlenanca, 11 a 
reuon unworthy to be ullered in thi1 profea11dly enlishtened, 
juit and beneYolent agL~;·".: ·: ; , ,.,.,,. -

But some 1till object, and uy that mulen 1bould not be per• 
milled t~ emancipaie their oltl 1la11el-lhat it ia wrong to throw 
tboae upon the town for support who hue been worn out in their 
""iee ; 10 we think, and therefore 1ugge1t that in euch cue• it 
would not be difficult to make Iba oatale of 1ucb maaler1 liable for 
tbe 1upport of the 1lan1 after their emancipation a1 they now an 
before it. Only let the delermioatioD lo eJfect 1ometbiJlg ror them 
be cultivated, and the proper way to d11 ii will IOOn be dneloped. 

We have already hinted at the relation or lepl condition of the 
children of female 1ernnt1, born while th17 wera under •re· Up­
on this subject there is a dilferenco of opinion-the act of 1810 
ii here silent. It requires a aeuico of twent7-on1 7ear1 Crom the 
female children or 1lave mothers; but as tbeM 11111U children are 
declared by the acl to be free, th~pl't'1umption ia, that th.cir chil• 
dreo, no matter at what time born, are alao free, without any COD· 
dilion wbatHer. We uk your attention, geou,meo, to tbi1 par. 
licular ; if our presumption i1 correct, we argue that it furnilhea 
an additional reuon for the abolition of the .. nice for J•an, ID 
order that IUch of the aenaot1 11 are parenll may uaume~e 
guardianehip of their children : if we are mi1taken, then, without 
legialalin Interference, we .1-e liable to have thil 1jteele1 of aem~ 
tude baaded down lo lbe lateat generation-a 1e"il.ude, "hicb, u 

·we ban alread111id, i1 oo leu than po1itiH alaYer7 for the time 
beiq. . ·· ' .,,- : .... , .... '' ~ ,_._.,-,tt· .. En.':"f'.' ·; 1: ~:· ~~r '· . .,i. 

It may be 11id that thl1 i1 a proper question for the ceurta, ao4 
so perbap1 it i1; but we 1ubm!t that for a lep1l1ture to e:ii:plaln 
the position and bearior of la"'' by 1ub1equent declaratol'J acll, 
i1 not an uncommon occurrence, and ii certainly tbe moat prefer­
able mode of the two, becaiue it ii eaaicr for a lesialature iO e:it• 
plain ill own mea11ior, than for a court to judre upon it. .tl' ,; · . : " 

Tbere i1 a prorision in &he act of 1798, which manyper1011111' 
aot aware of, b~t 1'~icb, ~owem_ llttle_ !t ma7 be noticed .at ~ 

,, 

9 

tl•y, may yet be the mean• of introducing an amount of alavei'f 
among ua on no account de1irable. We will quote the section 
containing the pr0Yi10 in question. · 

" From and after the p11ssiog of thi1 act, it 1h11ll oot be lawful 
for any person or per1on1 whataoenr, to hriog into this State 
either for aale or for 1ervitude, any negro or other &lave whatao­
enr, and every person oll'ending by bringing into this Stale any 
aucb negro or other alan, shall, for auch slave, forfeit and pay 
the sum of $140, to be recovered by action or debt, wilh costs of 
suit, in any court having cognizance thereof, by the collector of 
the township into which such alave shall be brought, to be 
paid by auch township collector lo the county collector, and by 
him lo tbe treaeurer, for tbe use of the State. Paov IDED AL· 

w nt, nothing in th.ii atl conlained ihall be co711/rued to pr•• 
rent any per1011 who 1haU remove inlo th.Ea State lo take a 1ellled 
ruidence here, from b.rin&iiJ .114'ft!ia or her 1latJe1, toilhout in· 
eurring any of the prna1!e1 a]ore1aid." Act of 14th March, 
1193, Sec. U. Rev. StaL p. 369, or Elmer's Digest, chap. on 

Sla•ee, Sec. 11, p . .,522. · ·~· · 
If it be 1ald tliJt any fears o the inroads or slavery based up­

on I ·, p i~on aTe groundle that lhe ioducemenlB offered by 
tbi~1eXnbolder1 lo take · 1ettl~d reaidence io it, and brins 
their ilnH wilb them, are too small to excite any rational alarm, 
we reply that no one can 1ee into the operation• of futurity, and 
concein o(the.inducemeot1 of this character which may yet be 
denloped amens ua-m&reonr, we are or the op;nion that we 
ban these inducements lo some extent now, which, if common re­
port be true, hue proved elf~ctual in seural instances in bring• 
ing slaYeholderi wilh their aluea into the Stale lo take a aetlled 
re,idence herein! •· o " · -

We are disposed lo hedge up slavery in as narrow limits aa 
possible; we can exert only a moral in8uence upon it io il5 strong 
bolds, but when it eonlea among us we desire to give ii oo quarter, 
to abow ii no leniency; and hence in addition lo the foregoing, 
•• compM11 that our l1w1 protect the srasp or the foreign m .. 
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ler upon bis slares, wbo11 truelling wilh lbem tbrou1b Lbe alale, 
or wbea lempor11rily r11liidi11g wilh 1bem in it. The higbesl judi· 
dici11l 11utbority or i;ome of lbe Shtle& bat decided lbal wi1bou1 
ll1b bur :or JlOlilc11ru to slavery, (as it i11 termed,) slueholdcrs 
could not hold lbeir slavea whe11 Ibey briug lhem volun1arily i11lo 
a free 1t11te. By repealing Ibis protec1io11 lo alarery you will af· 
lord a.a opporlunily lo all ~laves under the foregoiug circum»lao• 
ce1, to exebang"e 1b11ir coodilion of aerviluile for one of freedom, 
a prllOllH of which none could complain, becauae it would be 
brou1bl about by the vuluolary act and deed of the m1111er1 lhem­
aelte•· 

We 1bould do violence Lo our feelioga were we lo close Ibis 
addreq without adverllog lo some of 1be disebililiea aullered by 
tbal part of our colored populalioo legally free-we refer more 
11pcelally lo lbal 111\jud prejudice which exist• in the while pop· 
ullllion aaaioal lbem 111 a race. W11 believe lbal is in tho power 
ot lo5lal•lion lo aswist materially in tho abate111enl of lhis preju· 
dice, ttiwlhe proYince of legi11la1or1 to develope aud give forlll 
lo th11 adwancing i;pirit of the age ; aud u11on lhis principle we 
enquiro whether it ba nol adYi11&blo to inust these free persona 

• with Ibo righi of aulfroge, lbe elecli .. franobise. Want of c1tpa• 
· llil.)' in them will perhaps appear to bo tho tiral and great objoc­

lio11 i but wpol of c~pacily here, ia 011ly another name for wa111 
1 of iuf11r111ttion, and this is or oughl lo be wilbio their reach, Iii 
well 1111 in the reach of others. II is a known principle or buman 
nature lbat it \Viii nol be al lile pain• lo acquire lhal which cun 
be of no U•~ lo ila posseuor, ond if ll1e colort.d man 1~1;.e• litlle 
or no h1lere•t in lhe polilical concerns of hii country, ii is becauso 
Ibey are beyond lhe reach of bis inllucnce. We believe 1ha1 if 
he l1ad a voice in lhe politics of the nation, bis inlere11t in lhe&e 
mallcir• 1'UUld be u deep as oun. 

Th11 1ulobword of our revolutionary falhen Wat" no taxation 
'll'ilboul repre1e111a1ion ;" but New-Jeraey, bua1tiog uf a conslilu· 
1!011 llfo ilaya oldea· lhan lb11 declaration of iodependuco, 1cru· 
11te1 11111 to impo¥C a lax upoo many uf bor 10D1, whih: aha with· 

~I I~ 

11 

holdai from them HJ Ynioe in makiag up the npre8111tatioa that 
ordai01 lbe lax. New York, wilb mon coolliatency, after gi•inc 
lbe electiye franchiu tu 1uch colored men aa are poucuod of a 
freehuld worth f21i0, e:umpta all otben not au pone1Md, and 
conaequently not electO(I from tu:. 

The value of the right of •Wfral9. i, lb• poor man i11eldom 
fully appreciated. To reiud it as a prorogatiye exercibd i11 lhe 
choice of rulera tncre1,, 1' Tu let 1>u1 ll8II it1 nlue upun It; the 
i11flue11ce it i• parpetuallJ ex11ti11g in bia behalf, mo1 be partiall1 
MCD, when it ii rocolleoted that tho natural tendeoc14f weahh 
i• to t®umulato power; but u politi.oal pe!wer cannot he obtain­
ed in~· nation without lhe co111eot uC the poor man, there i1 an 
u11coaaiag and uocunaoiou.s deference paid to him by Iba wealthi• 
er one&, for the 1imple reaaon that he bu that lo give which they 
are duiruua to recolH, hut which eaunot b• obtained by their 
money alo11e, via. 4i111011. We argue from lhi1 facl that 10 con­
fer upo11 lbe oulored man the electiYe francbiae, would have a di­
rect tendency lo elenlo bi111 in Iha ecale ufbeing, and place him in 
Lhe community aa a man a.moor men. 

We have one olber topic to notice in co11clu1ioo. We Jind, by 
refere11ce to Ibo act uf 17118, that the !27th Motion probibila any 
free oogro or mulatto, belonging lo ao1 other 1tate, from traJCI• 
lina in lbi~, without lbe cerlilicale of bia freedom from two Justi· 
eea of the Peace in the 1tale where be belo11g1; and 11lao, jhat 
the 281h section baa a like prubibilion upon 11oy free negro or IDU· 

lallo helolfgiog in this atale, travelling in any other oounty than 
where bis reaideooe may be, without a like certificate from two 
Justices of tbe Peace, or Crom lbe Cuuoly Clark. Whatever rea· 
~ona might have exbled i11 tbi1 land of liberty for these paaaport 
provisions forty three years ago, we are satisfied there cao be 
nooe now. Why 11 free colored person may not hue the prlvi· 
lege of locomolio11, o( going and coming when a11d where he 
pleases with the same facililie1 aa the white, we are al a loss to 
divine. Tbeae stalutu are ao emanation of Ibo dark ages, nay, 
nearei than lb111, they were 1Dade in obedience lo lhe dark spirit 
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of slanry, which, Dot atisfied wilh binding clo11"11 the poor .1lHc, 
mll!t also feller him whom the good profidence of God bas ooce 
more made free. We trust that you will not satisfy yourselns 
.~dtb lhe persuuion !hat these prohibitions hare become a dead 
letter; they still remain in all tlieir force, a standing repr-0acb to 
us, upon our statute book. . " 

And now, gentlemen, w.e lea ye t~ ~otire liUbject to your fay or· 
able cun~ideratiuu. \\'e an~ aware,· as W~ll a! your that it ii one 
destitute of the blandi>Lments of popular arplau>e. We hare 
beell moved to address you upon it because we hellete.th.at in so 
doing we are "opening our mouths for tbe dumb, and fk;,dinr; 
tbe cause of tbe poor and needy." l\'e are enjo)'iog the pfr1·i· 

- leges of 11 free government, and are desirou@ that all .our feliow 
creature•wiould do the same. lf you feel 1be least disposition to 
do any thing in your legislative capacity for this11e<>ple, suffer U! to 
entreat you to betake youraelve11 to it forthwith, and whatsoner 

.YOUr band Jindeth to do, do it with your might. Of you it may 
emphatically be said that time is short-in a few weeks you 
will have voted your last adjournment, and however worlby )·ou 
may bt of beint reluroed to the honorable station you now occu· 

· py, such are the pc1lilical changer.; of thiP a~e 1i1at _yuu may not sue~ 
ceec; Jou m3y never again be placed in llie important po:ition 
you are now iu,:and the opportunity you Lare ofbenefiltrng a por­
tion of the human family may be lost neHr to return. 

JOH~ AYISON, 
WRIGHT FLAYE.LL, 
RUSSEL J. JUDD, 
S:\Mt:EL BOCDLE, 
JOSEPH CHERRY, 

. BENJAMlN CRANE, 
WILLlAM MOYLE, 
AARON DOUGLASS, 
ISAAC YAN BLA.RCOM, 

Plltereo11, January 12th, lMl. 
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WM. VA!\' ELARCO:'lr, 
MALDEN \'i'R!GHT, 
JOHN"P, KIP, 
ROBERT DALLl!S'G, 
WILLIAM BALE, 
A. H. FREE'.\IA!S', 
JOSEPH PERRY, 
NICHOLAS DEETHS, 
ISAAC H. VAN RIPER. 
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