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Contacting us is easy!
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COL (Ret) Michael B. Smith

Mrs. Laura A. Branham

Phone: (609) 530-6987
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We're on the Web!
www.state.nj.us/military
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U.S. Army Celebrates its

229th Birthday!

Since its birth on 14 June
1775 – over a year before the
Declaration of Independence
– the United States Army has
played a vital role in the
growth and development of
our nation.

Soldiers have fought more
than 10 wars, from the
American Revolution through
the Cold War, the Gulf War, to
the current Global War on
Terrorism.

This 229th Birthday is
recognition of The Army’s
history, traditions, and service
to the Nation.

Our Army at War –

Salute the Troops Ceremony scheduled for 17 June 2004.
Department employees, families and friends are invited to attend the New
Jersey National Guard’s “Salute the Troops” Ceremony, Thursday, 17 June
2004. The ceremony will be held at the Cherry Hill Armory at 2 p.m. This is
our fourth NJ National Guard special “Salute the Troops” ceremony, and will
honor the 113 citizen-soldiers of A Company, 250th Signal Battalion and their
families. The members of the 250th Signal Battalion will be deploying to
Southwest Asia in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

DMVA’s 6th Annual Unity Day – POSTPONED!
DMVA’S 6TH Annual Unity Day has been postponed. The new date is still to be
determined.

Pancake Breakfast for the Troops is a huge success!
The Lawrence Lions and American Legion Post #414 raised over $10,000 for
the Lawrenceville Family Assistance Center and Family Readiness Group at a
Pancake Breakfast held on 6 June 2004. In preparing over 850 pancake
breakfasts, which were served between 7a.m. and 1 p.m., 250 lbs of sausage,
230 lbs of pancake mix, 144 bottles of syrup, and 58 gallons of orange juice
were used. Special thanks to the volunteers from the DMAVA Central Office
who provided the necessary staff for this event, to the local business
community for their generous donations, and to all of the members of the
community who showed their support for our troops and their families by
participating in this worthy cause. Thanks again for making this such a
successful event!

DMVA’s Homeland Security Center of Excellence (HSCOE) is
instrumental in the planning for Homeland Security
Technology Seminar.
DMVA’s Homeland Security Center of Excellence was instrumental in the
planning for the Homeland Security Technology Seminar hosted by Ft.
Monmouth on 7 June 2004. This seminar was sponsored by the State to
demonstrate and increase cooperation among federal and state agencies,
academia, and industry in a concerted effort to further demonstrate Ft.
Monmouth’s value to New Jersey and the nation as EFI-BRAC hearings
approach. Approximately 300 attendees were on-hand to witness Governor
McGreevey introduce and sign an Executive Order which proclaimed Ft.
Monmouth as a New Jersey Center for Homeland Defense Technologies and
Security Readiness. The Executive Order also directed NJIT to establish a
Homeland Security Technology Systems Center that will work in collaboration
with Ft. Monmouth, Picatinny Arsenal, federal military bases, state agencies,
and universities to study related technologies that become available to
support the Global War on Terrorism.

https://www.nj.gov/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/govinfo/njgov/alphaserv.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/
https://www.nj.gov/faqs/
https://www.nj.gov/military/army/
https://www.nj.gov/military/air/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/
https://www.nj.gov/military/admin/
https://www.nj.gov/military/leadership/
https://www.nj.gov/military/challenge/
https://www.nj.gov/military/sitemap/
https://www.nj.gov/military/admin/DMVA_archive_old.html
mailto:branham@njdmava.state.nj.us
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Relevant and Ready.

 

 

 

 

New Jersey Freedom Loans

What is a Freedom Loan?

* Up to $10,000

* Annual APR 6%

* Term: 5 years (no pre-
payment penalty)

* Unsecured Loan (no
collateral required)

Who is eligible to apply?

NJ residents who are:

* Members of the National
Guard or Reserve

* Mobilized for one year or
longer to fight in the Global
War on Terrorism (GWOT) –
excluding routine training.

Or

* Served 90 or more
consecutive days in the GWOT
on federal or state active duty
(excluding routing training)
and have received orders
extending cumulative active
duty a year or longer.

How do I apply?

* Contact participating banks.
Call or visit your local branch
office to obtain an application.

* Guardmembers, Reservists,
or family members with
Power of Attorney must
submit copies of current
mobilization orders with the
bank’s Freedom Loan
application.

Current participants:

? Commerce Bank

1-888-751-9000

? First Morris Bank & Trust

1-888-530-2265

? Fleet

1-800-841-4000

? Manasquan Savings Bank

732-223-4450

NJ Army National Guard’s 63rd Army Band announces its
Summer Concert schedule.

26 Jun 12 p.m. Basking Ridge Fire Company Parade

28 Jun 7 p.m. Concert – Meadowlands Park, South Orange

29 Jun 2 p.m. Concert – Paramus Veterans Memorial Home

30 Jun 7 p.m. Concert – 2004 Freedom Fest – Cream Ridge

1 Jul 7 p.m. Concert – Frank Sinatra Park, Hoboken

2 Jul 7 p.m. Concert – Croydon Hall, Middletown

4 Jul 7 p.m. Concert -- Toms River Library, Toms River

5 Jul 10 a.m. Parade – 4th of July Parade, Ewing Township

6 Jul 7 p.m. Concert – McLaughlin-Norcross Dell, Haddon Heights Park

8 Jul 7 p.m. Concert – Laurence Harbor Beach Front

NJ Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial and Vietnam Era Education
Center’s upcoming event schedule.
For more information about any of these events, please call the NJ Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Foundation office at (732) 335-0033.

12 June
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Restored Military Vehicle Display - Hands-on display of a
wide variety of restored military vehicles from the mid-
twentieth century (Raindate: June 19th)

19 June
1 p.m.

Hey God – Are you really really up there?
Author lecture presentation by Vietnam Veteran, Malcolm Perkins

Veterans to be honored at upcoming Medal Ceremonies.
The following ceremonies have been scheduled to honor our State’s veterans.

13 June
12 noon

Distinguished & Meritorious Service
Medals

Blue Claw Stadium
Lakewood, NJ

 -  

15 June
11 am & 1 pm

Distinguished & Meritorious Service
(am)

Korean War Commemorative Medal
(pm)

National Guard Training
Center
Bldg 35, Sea Girt, NJ

 -  

30 June
11 am & 1 pm

Distinguished & Meritorious Service
(am)

Korean War Commemorative Medal
(pm)

Essex County Elks & VFW
475 Main St., Orange, NJ

 -  

15 July
11 am & 1 pm

Distinguished & Meritorious Service
(am)

Korean War Commemorative Medal
(pm)

Passaic County
Location TBA

 -  

28 July 
11 a.m.

Distinguished & Meritorious Service
Medals

Hackettstown Armory

Helmets to Hardhats Program links troops with civilian
careers.
A federally funded program, Helmets to Hardhats, is making good on the
military recruiters’ “selling point” that service members gain valuable skills
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? North Jersey Federal

Credit Union

1-888-78NJFCU

? Peapack-Gladstone Bank

(908) 719-BANK

? Pennsville National Bank

856-678-6006

? PNC

1-866-PNC-4USA

? Sovereign Bank

1-877-391-6365

? Sun National Bank

1-800-691-7701

 

 

 

 

What Makes A Dad?

God took the strength of a
mountain,

The majesty of a tree,

The warmth of a summer sun,

The calm of a quiet sea,

The generous soul of nature,

The comforting arm of night,

The wisdom of the ages,

The power of the eagles flight,

The joy of a morning in
spring,

The faith of a mustard seed,

The patience of eternity,

The depth of a family need.

Then God combined these
qualities,

And then there was nothing to
add,

He knew His masterpiece was
complete,

And so,

He called it – Dad.

….Author Unknown

they can apply in the private sector following their service. The program helps
service members and military veterans put their training to use as they
transition to jobs in the building and construction trades. Launched in January
2003 with funding from the 2003 Defense Appropriations Act, Helmets to
Hardhats provides an important link between veterans and soon-to-be
veterans and 15 building and construction trades organizations clambering for
their skills. Collectively, these organizations represent about 82,000
contractors nationwide. Helmets to Hardhats Program –
www.helmetstohardhats.com.

Attention Veterans – Small Business Resource Day is
scheduled.
The second annual Small Business Resource Day is scheduled for Wednesday,
23 June 2004, at 26 Federal Plaza, New York City (Duane Street Entrance)
from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Sponsored by the U.S. General Services Administration,
The U.S. Small Business Administration, and the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs, the day’s goal is to help veteran-owned small businesses discover
government procurement opportunities. If you need additional information,
please call (212) 264-8265.

Today in History…
Today is Friday, 11 June 2004 and the 163rd day of the year. There are 204
days left in the year. On this day…

1776 – In America, the Continental Congress formed a committee to draft a
Declaration of Independence from Britain.

1910 – Jacques-Yves Cousteau was born. He was the French underwater
explorer that invented the Aqua-Lung diving apparatus.

1919 – Sir Barton became the first horse to capture the Triple Crown when he
won the Belmont Stakes in NYC.

1927 – Charles Lindbergh was presented with the first Distinguished Flying
Cross.

1947 – U.S. government announced an end to sugar rationing.

1963 – Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was arrested in Florida for trying to
integrate restaurants.

1963 – Alabama Governor George Wallace allowed two black students to
enroll at the University of Alabama.

1981 – The first major league baseball player’s strike began. It would last for
two months.

2001 – The U.S. federal government executed Timothy McVeigh for his role in
the bombing of a federal building in Oklahoma City.

You know you’re from New Jersey when…
* You know that there are no “beaches” in New Jersey – there’s the shore.
And, you don’t go to the shore; you go “down the shore.” When you are there,
you’re not at the shore, but “down the shore.”

* You know that this is the only “New” state that doesn’t require “New” to
identify it (try…Mexico, …York, …Hampshire – doesn’t work, does it?)

http://www.helmetstohardhats.com/
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* You know how to properly negotiate a circle – and you know this statement
refers to driving.

* You don’t think “What exit?” is funny.

* You refer to all highways and interstates by their numbers.

101 Critical Days of Summer – Sun Safety tips.
- Minimize exposure to the sun. –Between the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.,
when the sun in strongest, get under cover.

- Create a sun-save environment – Look for ways to provide more shade, like
trees, shade structures, umbrellas, etc.

- Avoid reflected light – Remember that light rays from the sun move in
straight lines. The rays can bounce back at you from the sand, concrete,
water, and in the winter, snow. They are still very harmful when reflected. Up
to 85% of the harmful UV radiation can come from reflected rays.

- Reapply sunscreen – Reapply sunscreen every two hours – even on cloudy
days and especially after swimming or perspiring.

- Wear clothing that covers your body & shades your face. – Wear a hat! Pick
clothes that are closely woven to shield the skin.

- Avoid exposure to UV radiation from sunlamps or tanning parlors.

Family Appreciation Day – 
Don’t forget to mark 21 August 2004 on your calendars – It’s Family
Appreciation Day for all members of the New Jersey National Guard,
employees of the Department of Military & Veterans, and their families. A day
of fun in the sun is planned at the National Guard Training Center in Sea Girt.

Call today and volunteer to help at a Family Readiness
Center near you.
As the New Jersey National Guard deploys soldiers and airmen around the
globe, the families that are left behind need our support and assistance. Can
we count on your help?

To reach any NJ National Guard Family Assistance Center – Call toll free 888-
859-0352

Armory Happenings – Check to see what’s happening at an
Armory near you.

10 Jul Flea Market Teaneck Armory

11 Jul Sports card & Comic Collectibles Bordentown Armory

14 Aug Flea Market Teaneck Armory

22 Aug Sports Card & Comic Collectibles Bordentown Armory

Flag Day – 14 June

You’re a Grand Old Flag
You’re a high flying flag
And forever in peace may you wave.
You’re the emblem of 
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The land I love.
The home of the free and the brave.
Ev’ry heart beats true
‘ Neath the Red, White and Blue,
Where there’s never a boast or brag.
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
Keep your eye on the grand old flag.

…George M Cohan
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