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b #6565 Mndut{m Comittos, o 'whidh this vill, Heaate m,
nttmd ‘I would 14k »umq«nmn tbcedtms
th ‘Sharp, Sesator O'Mara, Sester Bodine and Seastor Steat.

y 2

Ve den's waal Vo shub M off. Ve vant to hear what yon
have uw, ‘but this is nmﬁimﬂu lalnmiy«wm address
;mrmruuauhhmﬂ.ﬁmmwuhrhfademinu
W I tnlak that {s fair te al) cescerned. Ve have s custiom heve
me&dmtmmuummmwummsmuw
ﬁn‘t Mm, vefore I nil w wb«v clu, we will gin Senstor
iherehin, who fakrodused Senste 2B, ke privilege of the Tleer.

| mxm PRANK W. SHERSHIN: Senater ¥an Alstyne and members of
the c«-d.ttpon I thaok you for the eppertuaity of appearing befors tiis
Gemmittes holding the hearing. 174 1ike to give a little basckground as
to the reason for the bill, The bill, Seaste 218, is the result of two
yearst study by & specisl committes created under Asseably Resolusion
Number 2 on Pebruary 6, 1950, The Committes worked for two years and
£11ed vith the Assesbly and seat out copiss to all mambers of the Legls-
htm a report, sad T would like to file this report with this Committse

[

H 1 m.
SENATOR VAN ALSTONE: Will you give b to Mrs. Smith 2s an
sxhibit? |
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the Geamittes, testinony was Sakem st six or seves hearings, all of
widoh are reserded md oo file 18 Whe State Libreyy. As & result of
hoze aloe & shart whish X would 1ike te.offor us an e¥hidis Lfor Who Dene-
£1% of the Genmitioe, wideh 18 Lased o o wrvey sade by the Gemmities
pad showe that. of the 56h mmisipalities in tde State, 51} mmaisipalities
valuations 48 the cqmnties and indisates what cemsteries are paying taxes
md what sumeteries are tax Lrway: It shows of all the cemptories in the
mtire fdate, there is & tetel taxatlen patd of $21,008.62, 1 would
ke %o offer this ahart in evidence as well.;

(Ohart indieating assensed valwations and property taxes

paid by New Jersey Cemsteries and ammm m 1950
_reseived as en exhibit.) . .

SENATOR SHERSHIN: The bill Liteslf, as I seid, is based en the
repors. Ihe repers poiats eut some of the shwses as fewnd by the Committes
in the epersiien of semsteries, It maies recesmsndation for the ereation
of a Division of Gemteries under the Depertmnent of Law snd Public Safety.
the report itself i3 (iled with the Adterney General, who assisted the
Uommittse in the hearings hat were held,

Nr. Osis Silber of the Attorney Genersl's 0ffice vill be wable
to be here tonight and oo will many others who would liks o have bean
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beve, but-desmieg of :Whs Jeuish Rodidaps Ane WAAELS A6 atiind Vislght's
Board &% oums fature thne, et 4he Ganuittos sot amother dite for then
021300 and by Whe Departammt of Law Revisien in semplianse with the
report submd tt0d by the Comuitton. 1 kuew that perhaps the bilL 48 -
200t seluiden of the preblen as 1t 4s presmily written,  There sy
have 40 be some sumndnents oF sont shanges: But in substenee it carriss
out $he xesommendations of ais Gemuiites which studied two years the
semstery situatien of the State of New Jersey. I respesifully ask that
‘e Qemnd.ttoe deke iate ceasideration the recommmdations sad I have
other sepies for the mewbers of the Gemmitise whioh I would like ¢ leave
vith yor for stuly.

SENATOR VAN ALSTIMEs Thank yen.

SERATOR SHERSHIN: Witk these remaris, I would like to sonclude.

. SENATOR VAN ALSYINE: Thank you, Nr. Sedator: Mewbers of Uwe

Comnittes, have you any questiens to ask of the Ssnatert If net, we
will preseed, I'd like te sall,in the order the names are signed here,
wpen ir. Ormend, representing the Fairmowat Cemstery Associatien of
Nowark,  Kr. Qrmond, you have the fisor. -

MR. A. H. ORKOND: Senator Van Alstyne and mesbers of the Com-
mittee: I represent the Fiirmount Cemetery Aanooiatiou of Hewark, which



) srganised WMM#NWMMM B hos
‘mdm-m«u&mmmmnm o1y of
SALnk there 1s ne nessssity.fev Sresting & sowslssien of he pert that
1s spt wp in this BLl) for She purpese. of regulating semteriss. It . .
soens to be taking & long step from the present stats of the- law with regs
te ssmatery ssscciations 1 pub thew.all wnder sews kind of 5 semmission
wbieh has axtrems powers of regulatisem of 4l) their funotions and has
vhat they esn sd they sanmet. de. ..

Ve are a% the pressat tims.wpder e presend legisistion subject
to suparvisien My the Banking Deparinsat mad it seems to we that seme
mnumnmuryut,uuumnmuhm qu
regulation of semeterise than 1! nt prullt pmut‘. !md.d be pnpcr
tozln mtdnpaﬁmtporwlmmetumm thlﬁma
md the finanecial mansgesent of c.lt‘q sssceiations. We do net believe

that the abuses whieh are indieated by some of the language in the bill
are found in meny esses. The bill, for instance, ssys in the seventh
seation that 1t is *for the purposs ef preveating ushesltaful, uafair,
wnjust, destrustive, demoralising sad wneccnowic prastiees ia the
maintenmse sad operation of cemsteries." We dau?ﬁ believe that that is
a fair statement of the condition of the ecomsteries generally in this Stat
We and others believe that we are well operated, well rua, Our finances
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‘are kept 12 -order abd we provide’ o7 ihe maintenanse and'Ferpetuil
inatAtelishos of our greunds, which 45 ene of the'things that'4it intends to
direst, Ve thisk that the matter of glving the power to doatrol
‘practioss and the activities of the ssmotiatiomy to say whether they
shall or shall not bring muit or whether they shall or shall not be sued,
is going pretty far in an attempt to regulate and perhaps wipe out some
‘dbuses of which we do not think theré sre so many. That iw the position
that we tuke om this bill, Thenk you, gentlemsn,

" BENATOR YAM ALSTINE: * Thank you, Mr, Ormond. Do you gentlemen
of the Comsittes wish 5 ask any Guésilons? \

'19d 1ike to call ofi Mr. Marius Orosso representing the
rropristers of the Rosaedale Cematery.

MR. MARIUS Gm: The pvano»ry that I ﬁpnaent is in Eesex
Connty‘, New J.fu}. It covers portions of thmv municipalities;: west
Orange, Orsnge and Montelair. We have been in business for 113 years.
We all have the greatsst respest for 3snator Smfthin. We realize that
he has devoted a great deal of times and energy to his investigation of
cemeteries, but we feel that the passage of this bill is not in the
public interest. We all admit that there are sevarsl cemeteries in this
State which themselves have not aa;cd in the public interest. But the
truth of the matter is that most cemeteries are run by hgmlt, capable
and altruistic people and we believe the bill is dcvoiod to exceptional

circumstances,
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| . . GWE.ovn aemstery 38 Bot prefit mekine. Kers, thm 40,000 people
have been burisd in 14, It 18 governed by A Doard of Managars aade wp of
Lot owners sad ealy oas of thess managers reseives s salasy), that.is. the
secretary-treasurer who recsives a noaipal eslary of 31800 a year. We
do not emplay sslesmen. We do not pay co-&giioag, We do net permit
the resale of cemstery lots and fifty percent. of all sales go into a
porpatupl oare fund. We now have a perpetusl sare fund of $330,000
pad it is a pleasure o come back here repressuting the cemstery 113
years after its creation and report that we are doing such a good job.

We oppose this bill primarily becauspe of the commission festures
and the reascn that we opposs it is that we knoy if this bill 1 adopted
we will not be able to do the saus good job that we are doing now,

We all are avare of the experisnce in Hew York whers 2 coa-
mission was started and the cost of running it is now astronosical.

1 do not want to go through all the sections of this bill, but
I would like to comment on two very unusual features. The first is the
provision - I bellieve it is Section 19 - whish provides in effect that
if sanybody in this State illegally gets cemetery funds, suits for
its recovery by the cemetery cannot be instituted unless this 3tate Com-
mission approves of it, We feel that is very mach against the interest
of the public and is lilely to lead to all sarts of abuses. On the
other hnhd, if a member of the gensral publie has a ¢laim sgainst the
cemmtery, bhe is not permitted to reéovnr on it until he wmskes what is

known as an attempt to adjust the claim through this State Commission.
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Fhat is o very effestive vay of depriving hin of any resedy cessuss it

¢ould yery well mean that he would have to junket back and forth from his

boe to Trenton iastead of bringlag a yery siaple sstiea in the courts.
e all hope sincersly tiat this bALL VALl never be paseed

SENATOR VAN ALSTINE: Thank you, Hr. Grosso. Would any
nogber of m Gouitm 1like to uk a quution? Ho;;, Itd li.k; o ask ym,
t!r.\&ronco, is there any way in which you think you"clslikn t.o haﬁ
this bill mndnd or do on thm the bill lhonld be dnrutod m toto?

.., MR, UROSSQr I !‘nl it ;hoald be d.fcahd in t.ot-o bccmu of
t.hia Gcmiuim arrtngcmi. I t.hi.nk 1t viuam t,ho onurc bs,ll.
I won&d Lavor some ohangn m tho pnaral cmury 1::. o |

SENATOR VAN AI.‘S'!‘!HE: Mr. Omnd, nay I ask you t.ha same
question? !(::u spoke ngainat the bill. Are you against the bill in toto
or have you any :pociﬂ.o umduau m suggest?

MR. ORMOND$ We agree with Mr. Grosso‘'s stand on that point. Wwe
think the comaission makes M. desirable to have the entire bill rejected.
We do fesl that there might be some smendments made to the act, but that
those ampdmmts could be done rather simply in order to aqhiow nost of
the ends, or at least the valid ends,of this bill,

SENATOR VAN ALSTYNE: Now, unless tue Commitiee disagrees with
we, may I suggeat-thtt you und Mr. Oroeso might send to this Committee
a brief statamsnt with your suggested amendments t.o the pressnt act so

we can have your ideas.

MR, CROS50: It be glad to.
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Foss - yagioon Vil ALSTYIRs ‘Weuld you be willing to do that, Mr.
Ormond? o e ThLivRE e ree o,

MR, ORMOKD: We would be very glsd to do that, o

SENATOR VAN ALSYYHE: Senater Bodine would like to ask 8
question of Hr. Grosso. o ,

SENATOR 30DINE: What provieicas do you have nov for perpetual
pare? . D

MR, aapaso: Fitty percent of every lotd sale goes into a
permaneat reserve fund, and we also have, as I menticnsd, built uwp
over the years a fund of $330,000 which is invested by expert investment
counsel and the books of the cemetery are audited by Price Waterhouse.
I sent a copy of our nmd;t to Xr. Shersbin in connestion with this
investigation. Does that answer your éaution?

SENATOR BODINBE: Do you al3o receive voluntary contributions or
benefits for the perpetusl fund?

MR. GROSSO:s We de,

MR. ORMOND: Might I say since we are classed together that
that is the case of our cemetery association., We have already set up
funds of a2 million dollars and over to guarantes ths care of the cemetery
and we bhave from time to time carried ianto the perxsaent endowment fund ocu
surplus funds and every lot that 12 now sold is sold to provide for
perpetual care. |

SENATOR VAN ALSTYNE: Thank you, sir. Any other guestions?

I'd like to call on Mr. ¥Frederick J. Oassert, representing the
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[ s . PREDSAICE 4. OASSERT: 'r. Ghairman and Sensters:”

km Catholis omhrlu of Hew Jarn: are owned and cpcr-ud ‘tnder

hn pmmm of Title 16, Chapter 1S. Those of the Eomen Gatholis
ﬁhmh are opunud under Revised Statutes 15:15-2 as dioccesan corporations
and 16115-11 as parish corporations. All of the cémsteries, vwhether they
in dlocesen or parish cemsteriss are operated as & fasility, for lack

of s better werd, and for use by and for ths comwunloants of the Roman
Catholic falih snd their operation is entirely an intrlcal part of the
téwrgmiution 'of the Homan Catholie Chureh in the lsgal corporations for
{is funotloning in civil matiers. They are not operated commersially

and there 18 no question of profit Livolved. 'Home of the Romin Catholic
éxautarin :rvc"'eo'iu:ury associations under Title § and very few, if any,
of tho:p}'e:visiéns of tils title apply to cemeteries operated by religious
isofporatiom. As 2 matter of:ifiot‘, api:uentl'y in recognition of both

‘the rdstoric. Fight of religlous burial and in recognition of this right,
iwsad andfoﬁn&nd in the constitution, the right to practice one's religio
exanination of Title 8 will indicate that there has beea no attempt by

ﬂu Legislature through the ysars to interfere with it, at least the
int&mal mansgement of cemeteries operated by religlous faiths, whether
they be Protestant, Jewish or Catholic. The only parts of Title 8 that
actually affect cemeteries operated by rellgious faiths are those which

have to do with the restriction on aize and ths nesessity of applying to
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;MM“M:‘L&MM” aze rofwsed, 1o the 3sate Board of lealth
mm;-untupthmnmml _These are regulations wiich

m 0 do gemsrelly wili questiens net haviag W do with the eperation |
of the cemstary itself, whioh is the purpose te wilish the bill addresses
1teat, ‘

|

T™he enilre ares of cemeteries operated by the Roman Cathelie
Chureh are used for burial purpeses, paat, preseat sad future, sxcept
areas for roads, ete.; sad operational reports on ihe cemeteries are
to the trustess of the parish and e the trustees of the diesess, respscti:
1y. - Religiews cerporaticas, ss you knew, are cxeapted (rom the filing of
tax returns by the inited 3tates Treasury Departsent. 7rust funds are
reported to the trustees md are supervised by them as % investasnt.
‘There are no stookholders ar no meeting of stockielders. MNaintenanoe
ms-uryvi.thmcmmaﬁmamommpddoutdmnl ,
parish funds becanss of the lask of sufficient funds for cemetery
sperations, ' The trustees and offigsers of the civil corperations of the
religion operating these cemeteries recsive no salary or cospensation as
officers or trustees of the rospactive cemsterisa. The cemsteries!
supsrintendents and saployess receive compensation for their work.
Cometeries pay the oost of ioads and sswers, and the charges for burial,
opening graves and digging graves vary and are matters of publiec
information on inquiry. Only the cemsteries coperated by the Archdicgess
of Newark, six in number, have provisions for perpetusl ears, These

funds are under sugervised investment. In additien, of course, the entire



0o of the parisd and of the diegese are available fov msiatepance

?I the gsmetery,. Qur iaquiry made:during the hearlage eendmted by.... .
Beaster Shersiin indlcstes that 1o Romma Cathelis cemsteries have sold

ny land dedicated for oemetery purposes. In soms few instssees, wnder
Mt of condemnation, portions of cemstery land have heen conveyed
ytlua takea or desired for publis use. .

;; . Qur ebjestion to the Dill in its present form ean be very
*pr},-ng and sugeinctly stated. It $#.because the BALL does not follew
‘tlu regoamendations contained in the Committee's repert whioch resds as
FWﬂWS: P o N
.- "1t s the recommadation of this Comaittes that cemsteries
bolouin .%o or operated by religious organiszations, Protestant, Catholis,
Jewish, or say other faiths, be excluded from the supervision and
Enmhﬁanpf the State Cemmtery Board. As was pointed out ia testismeny,
u the case of some of the largest religious \mup-. burial in their
‘pmmcnlmudunﬂOne:mmmtndbm&umm
gonfines of his seetarisn gemetery is a tenet of the ohurchmember’s
pelisf. Of courss, thoss religious cemeteriss which are recomsended for
sxelusion from the operations of the proposed law are limited to those

of duly orgenised religioms."

' The form of the proposed ast reads as follows in paragraph 35:
RThis act.ahau apply to all cemsteries sow in existente or .heresfier

to be oreated. The Divieion of Cemeteries may make rules and regulations
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muan .
1 t.hink the ca-pu-uon of the statement in the Committée's
part md parqrxph '35 indicates that for some reason as to whish we are
desply comornod, th.o Coanitmu reconmendation was not followsd in
the draftin.g of the bill. rmarcph "35- gompletely iborted the purpo“
conmmd ‘in the rcport. \m;r ‘that was done we doat kiew. ' If 48 was
dou m:m of some lcgausti.e upprehcnlion as to tho bill in its

ﬂ)'xl

present drafted roru or the Bill s introduzed mes

conatitutional
requir‘mtl, I go bask to what T said about the fact that the’ opcnﬁon
ot umurin bgr the uugiou ‘taiths not boug m&or aay ‘of Uie pro-
vi-ionl ct nu« 8. Titlo 8 m all of its proviaim has to 'do ‘with the
;pcration of cemtoriu by omury associatiom. The rigﬁt. to cimeteries
1s contained in I‘itlc 16 and then spccificaily givcn to Homsn Catholie
aioccna and ;arishes in 16315-2 and 1611541. I think that the grant-
ing of tha x-ight to opcx-au cemsteries as contained in T{tle 16 is the
dsﬁni.u indic!tion of the right of the practicing of one's faith, to
meet the mquircmnta of that faith, to mmet the diéclblino that & member
ém’.‘ that faith aé'cept#,v and that that r-i';!;hi; is kiién there. Rather than
the necessity of including all cemsteries in any draft of the bill, there
should te consideration given to the fact that any inclusion of cemeteries
operated by religious organisations under the clauses coatained--the

regulatory clauses contained in the yproposed draft wodld, I belierto;
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pontlonsn,be & miter of wot Neeting sdastitetional voquirensmtv, I
Abiak AR e Sapielature 1 Beeping wvy fros ths pevers granted ta
70010 16 has resapuised the censtitutionsl right of the religieus faiths
%o have their own censteriss sud 1o spsrats them fres of regulaticns
sentained in 74de 8,

* In sy ovent, for this hearing tonight wo rest owr cdjestien
to the inslusien of pavagreph 35, ‘The provision there is neither mandator;
20 dees 14 tu sny way et the Yovemmendation containsd 1n e Committee!:

. SEBATOR O'MARAY Nay I ask ths mayor & @estien? Kayer Geseert,
e T waderetand yowr positien to e Shat the b1l s drafted and sspestal-
1y parsgreph )5 does mst fellew the recommendation of the Commities
whish studisd this and vhieh I wadersised you is say recommended the
exslusion of religices sameteriss from the épmua‘ot the act?

MR. QASSERT: That is correst, Senator OtMars. We have been
with this fer a leng time with Senater Shershin. I should like to add my
personal commsndation to all of the work that Senater 3hershin has done,

SENATOR O'MARA: I wanted to get your pesition clesr, Nayor.

May I, Mr. Chairman, ask if 5% is poswible ts hear Semater Shershin's
viows on that particular point.
| SENATOR VAN ALSTINE: Seuator Shershin,

SEHATOR SHERSHIN' If 4% please the Committes, I claim mo

authorship to the bill iteelf, The bill was drafted by the Revision Com-
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Imissien aswella s e AVerany Sensrel: snd swbuitind 10 ne after 48:: -
”!8.‘1‘ was 4o fellow the resemmmndations of the Commities
oport. Howsver, I ke 10 4n Leoking st paragragh 35 Shat perhaps 1%
wes the thinking of the Attorney Gemsral snd the members of the Law
Revision and Bil) Drafting Ceommissien that it shall be the function of the
Divisicn (o be sreated, the Divisiem of Cemeteries, %o determine whether
or uot there 45 & bons: fide eemstery aperated by a bena fids religious
organisatien becanss in the hearings that we held wader she Committes

¥ found thad there might be a esmetery that would sell sut 40 some
organisation that night be & hretherhesd but ast astuslly a religioss
ofgenisation. 46 I ses paragraph 35 where it says tiat the Divisioa of
Censteries may make rules and regulatiens providing fer siseptieas, there
15 »e mandatery provision: 1o meke exseptions, dut under this bill they
eould sdept rulss and regulations where they found that they -

had a boma fide religiows erganisation epersting a cemetery, they eeuld
exvept that organisatien, but the burdem of preof te establish that the
organisation was a bena fids religiows organisation vould be upen the
semstery so sondusting its bvusiness.

SERATOR O'NARA: Benator, do you agree with Mayor Gessert that
this bill as drewn, especially with referende to parsgraph 35, does ot
follew the recommadations of the Committee which reccamended as Mayor
Gassers sald the exclusion of cemeteries conducted by religious organ-

isations?
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‘ ot GERACOR SEENSEING: - Theve 19 Bo qusetion sbout 44) the language
M ‘O ISR 5 e D st D |

SRNATOR BODIER:s Are yeu the auther of the repert of your Com-
nistee?

SENATOR SEERSHIN: I am, sir.

SRNATOR VAN ALSTYNE: Sapofyrsuppsse paregraph ¥ was smeaded
Lo the genersl ided that 4% was meds mandatery of the Division of
Conetories to sxslude somsteries from the eperatien of this law, pro-
vidiag they fownd that thvmmdndnuuébyumomnd
rongi.m ermiutian. In other words, 11’ they made it mdaury, instesd
ot pu‘nhti", would you havo any objection‘?

MR, GASSERT: Iwmtutm&uwumalmumtor
those specifis purposes that we have say objection, But the provision as
1 understood it as you suggest i%, Senater Van Alstyms, would be mandatery
and the oaly requiresent contained in there would be the establishment
of the fast that the comstery was eperated by a legitimate religious
faith; is that sorrect?

SENATOR VAN ALSTYNE: That would brimg your point of view and
Senator Shershin's point of view togcﬂur.' Any other questions?

NR. OASSERT: May I say minnmqs Certainly there is nothin
in the v&rding of paragraph 3% presently that would give us any assurance
that the limitation weuld be as subsoribed,

SENATOR SHERSHIN: Exeepting, however - if I may be heard on

this - 1if the word "may® were changed to the Division of Cemeteries shsll
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(idke PUlow o thRS Woilld dring’ M Wﬁ' Hiyo# Gassbitr# objedtion
40!‘“thtffilﬁullidliﬁﬁﬂi‘bf“th.“ﬁdllﬁﬁibi. R RIS R S B

SHET R, GABSERT: Bxeepiiom’ Would:not defise it -mm‘m;.

| - BENATOR VAN ALSTYNEY :Thénk yéu, Miyor Oassert.

| 104 new 1ike 1o call on Judge Johh Vi Rafferty, Executive
Sesretary of the New Jersey Législative Council represeating the Catholic

Arehdiosese of Newark, Dicceses of M‘m, Patereon and Oanden.

KR. JDBI J. m'mm )ir. Ghn.mm and gont.lm ot tho
Sannu conutms I!d ukc to pemt out ut. tho bcainning thlt. Mre Onssert
.t- horo on hh pnrtiouhr pomt of viw. Mr, Juurt auporvi.su legal
utuu tar m cmuma of tho Arehdioeau or chrk. LV ponit.loa,
hmur, cxt-ndn not ouly to thc Amhd&aocu, uut also to tbt Jioconc of
Trtnton, ths Diooon of P:torion md tht Diocne of Canden, so that I
cpeak for the Cat.bolio Chursh u Hnr Jorny on these matters. Now I
shall try not to reiterate what Hr. Gassert has said. I would like to
point out -~ of course, it is noﬁ admitted that thiis bill does not
follow the report and our positisn is that the bill should not be reportec
for the réudnn which were given to the Assembly Canitbu and which
have been briefly s tated by Hr. Cassert. I had intended to oriticise
the bill page by page because thnrc sre soas points whioh show int;‘.onsiatm

in draftimanship, which show the drafteman of the bill had in mind perhaps

the commercial cemstery, those cemsteriee widch come under Title 8, wheres




i |
i 17 |
tho religieus cemtery, the really rolggtou semetery, d9ee Aot come

m ;odther the sommeroial aeh.er mnm;. Imﬂﬂ;&g o
;wht aut generally that the religious cemstery is based oa Title 16 of
our Revised Statutes. 16il-h, referring te all religiows erganisations,
Vhatever pergussion they may be, seis out the powers of {hess religlous
orgmisaticns and amongst om i.tv say» that th‘: qhan_gnqgigoﬂlmd- on

vhich may be ervated cemsteriss or burial places and thess church gorpor-
ations shall have the management, diregtien snd goutrol ef all the civil
.and teaporal. a.t.td.rs of the gengregation, churgh or parish, Then Title
16,40 broken, o through 114 sestions soHing 10 8 pertioulas seligtous
congregetion, and the Roman Oathelio gongregations coms under Seotioca 15.
As_Nr. Gassert haspointed out 16915-2 and 9, 10 and otbers lay down the
orgmisation of the diocesan wnit and of the parish unit of the Romsn
Catholie Church, 16:115-11, reiterating or reschoing, as it were, 16:1-4,
giving an entire administrative schoms, says that the diocess shall acquir
lands for cemsieries and burying places and shall have the general
menagemsnt, dirseti.n and contrel of all the clvil md temporal affairs

of the dicoese and 50 also with the parish. The parish unit iz set wp

in somewhat the same way, In Titls 16 we have a complete and exclusive
and an overall legislative arrangement for the ereciion, for the managemen
and for the doing of all business, temporal and oivil, of all religious
organizations in tils State. And proainent among these items, it is
speoifically mentioned that they shall have control of their cemsteries a:
of their burying piacoa.



s rifigity &K view this il o el mme Y LR
. WBAVT SRy T NN Setater Sheiviin AL NS VAD0 AN Sy 00000 48 Ay
poroinal dritteton of hin, <o WARing abows AhS bALL ind wheut mething
6100, T 1ook on Settion T of th6 MIL 66 & direet Lutrusten of the
eivil government inte \he So0erail affaire of 4lmreh ergaaisations be-

swpervise and vegulate \he estiblishiint, naintedines und preservatioa -
Limgiagé: sertaiily 19 alliinsIuetoss: Nive we'davé & piblis agemey which
will have tho power wader this tA11'%e supsrvise dad yégulaté the -
malitedinge Snd the meiguaent of these sensiery ssebelatiend, <1t

provides Wit they ¢hsll see thut the ‘cemstériss deaty fall ints disrepair,

Rey 1 ask you resscusbly, geatlemde, whe 18’ going’ te dstiradne what is
disrepair?  What & publis bedy sweh 4e this Cemetéyy Divieted might
consider #iorepair night not be regarded as disrepadr. What this Division
deens demsrelising snd uneeenemie prastices may %0t de demoralising

md waedonenis to & religiows bedy. For instanee, tedsy smd fer dscades
the 1408 has Dot Sowed 1k thALs SLAL6 ‘that thery Ghuldk't be head-
stenss in ¢ometeries. Many peeple belisve that headstcoes sre mmneying.
They bring idess of death to ywu. “They are depresuing. Vell, suippose
thie Gemetery Division says, "We thimk that i¥ tres. It is demorelising
to the peeple. Tiere shall not be my more héadstonss in cemeteriss.*
That, gentlemsn, T submit is giving a publie bedy entirely too mueh



I
|

i
it
!
h
i
is

m
.br%.._

I..S. ~Nhe 48 K18 -S%ate DAvision 40907 Mbad-AD O weeeneuis prestice
10 the nelatenense of ‘@ Feligions emtary? What ey b6 vaseensni e &
State Divisien ey 20%. he weesnenie b0 Ahe parish whish srests and .
Sonstrusts the St iary and mednteing and opearates 41%. 3¢ I sy WUt
bere wo give entirely %00 sweh power e & publie bedy, = =
.. Xt spesks of preveating muisanees. We have had & lav of mulsanoe
in eur law ever sinte we have bad & lLaw. Everybedy knows what a nuisance
4s. Thers Aen't any resl QMestion sdeut it, espesially 1a the minds
of Jamysrs. Why give this semaineien Ahe power %0 do thate ..
with Ahe svenues and lanes and atreets marked out. Wby, gsatleaen of
\ds Gemaittes, this would bonkrwpt us. FParishes ia the 3tate of New
derssy from ens end of the state o the other have cemsteries laid eut.
Sems have heen laid eut for a ematury.  Sems, of cowrse, have besn laid
out mere reesatly. If every parish 1is obliged te bire an engineer and
a sarveyer to ge eut and lay titls cemstery in avenuss and streets
and file ocne copy with this Divisien and file ems for publie inspestion,
you mest appresists thad that would sost uws & tremsndous amowat of
meney and 14 is eatirely unjestified, NMay I ask why we should pest our
maps for public inspeatiemn? We are mot & public gemstery. We are a
religieus cemttery. Thees who are buried in the cemstery are asmbers of
that religien. People baried in that ocsastery are buried thers as a
matter of religious obligatioa. I sm & Gatholic. I hope and pray I
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'shell. bp.buried 1n vhas wa sall ooneesrated greund. -Nene-otisr may .. :
(be_buried in censesreted greownd; dther than sy faith: It 48 wod a
publis osmstery. Why should we be required: to ge 46 all-this trowdle
and expense in ths first place, and in the second place give these
maps and surveys for the bensfi$ of the. gemeral public whe has no
interest im 1t at xll? The general pudblic, except for the Cathelis
Population, has av interest in i$.at 421, . oo oo

-Mr. -Quesert has alresdy peinted out there sre only six Cathelic
Gemeteries in this stete that have permanent mainteuanss funds. They
are six of the large semeteriss in Bssex County in the Archdiccess of
‘Wewark, Even there,thess funds wader Fitle 16 that I have referred to
-are regulated by strict diccesan gontrol. There must be an sanunal
report o the dioccesan authorities. e money must be kept separate
under diocesan regulations, . There is no noqd whateoever for the public
to coms im and pupervise these investments. There is no justification
whatsoever for it.

In Sestion lh of the bill reference is maie to every cemetery
assoclation, sorporation or otbher ocwmer of a cemstery. Now there they
deliberately bring the religieus csmetery into the ast. fThey are in-
consistent about it because on page 5, lines 8 and 9 they refer to
Titls 8 and Title 8 doesntt deal with us at alle It deals with cemstery
assgcistions such as these gentlemen who precedsd us hers tonight repre-

sent, They come under Title 8. They are organized cemstery sssociations

or corporations. We are not so organised. OQur cemeteries are a part of
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A paviah, - Just a5 mosh as the shkureh L3, Just ¢ swsh o8 the sedool
48y 20 45 & part of the parish wait. The maintensnee and repair of the

church cwmelery iz dons, o8 Nr. Gassery ssid, out of -sonstery shureh
funds o . Spesial gellections are taken for the save of essmiteries,
Spesisl comittess, special secistise arrangs for the care of camsteries,
Yet Bestion 15, folloving 1k, says sack)ysar every cemstery corporation
shall £ile an audit. Well now, Ml refers o everyemmtary sseociation,
qorperation or other ownex. 1 suggess it indioates that the Comaitties
dida's quite understand what 1% was doing. In 1§ 4t dossn’t requive
“other owners,” so thers is an incensistensy. If you will cheek Sections
175 19, 25 and 28, you will ses the same omission,  They refer to
cemstery corperations hers snd they bring in the religious corperation
by the words %or other owmer of a aemetery.®

. New in Beotion 20 it says: "Prom und after the effsctive date of
this act all sales of plots or graves, ate.® Kow, gentlessn, in our
religious organisation thers is ne such thing as a sale of e cemstery
Pplote Never bas a cemstery plot beem sold. The only thimg that occurs is
that & given person purchases the yight of burial in a given plot., He
doean't own that plot. He can't own the plot. It belomges to the chureh,
But be has the right of burial in that plot, Now, is this Division going
to construe that as a sale? I don't kniw what they will do. It may
be said that the intendment of the act is such a transaction is s sale.
If that is a sale, then we have to arrange for the collsction of money

for perpetusl care, We have to set up a perpetual care fund and we have
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to 4o u 1ot of other Wings: that.sheuld oot beiies, we Teipestfully |
‘ms. Frety 8% wenafieinty wp shlen Bh, L e oed awods whdll wicl ;
sapnior 2 edeg heelk: v My qnu. Loy Mmomms&tm,
neens that svary one of our semeieriss: must immsdiately. go. abent and: : |
get nouwey. and set up a special trmet fund for the maintenanse sud vare

of these semsteriss.: Ve Jush san'$ do it Dessnse the. meney Swst isa't
there.  But uader this 20%. we' are ebliged 1o take owh mihey: they: we would
uge: for sehools. ot selleges or hespitale or shurshes or: redsories o2 - |
convents end st 1t ¥p in 8. trost: fapd that preduses:hothisg sxsepd’
Insome.. . We samit-use 1%, We 620 ORIy WPO thY. ADGOME.:: . focy Hiveo T
b sk onggest te you gentlemtn: that this: bill-eax's: possibly .
intend that," mvm of the histeric and: traditiensl position of the

© .. Now I promived you that I wouldn't go inte se much detail and

I'm goimg to quit at onve.  Seetion 26 says:. "No new cemstery shall be .
established in this State without the censemt of the Division of
Conotories,” What oriteria is in this bill upon which the Division of
Cematerias is going to determine whether or net a new cemetery should be
sed up.  This is plasiag an arbitrary, iadiseriaisate power in & public
body te say whether or not for say reason at all a cemstery sbould sot
be set up. That just cam't be, gentlemem. In our law thare must be
legisiative s tendards upon which they will deny or approve. There must

be some legislative resson why they will permit or mot permit: So I




Seggout W you hat on thet Wasis:-adens: this AL 4a-a bad MAAL. .- .
Weghihs L ey’ goling Leediately 3 Seetian 35,1 de noh agres with whab
Sdtater Shurekin has sitd, snd I'n swre reflostion on the part of Nr.
Gabueyd will bring hin %0 ay peins of view ca AMis matter,  The ounly wey
ﬂw & veligious somWry 18 % day so. Thare mst do & wxpress
exonpiion Lf you cre geing W exempd than. e idea of saying all
sxdepiliny 4 Yeliglous sensteriss, 1s not sound. Gentlamen, e say in
the first plase that thay nay grent; ageia gives them g diseretiomary powe:
wideh ey Ghould set Dave, To s@y; a8 has besn indisated, that {f a
religiovs somtory comes 1 and preves thet i3 -1s a religious eemstery,
"4 20 exeepted, 15 16 put Ahe burden on ws ond 13 shenldn’t be dems..
Ve s4y we ave a religlons senotery. New if the State Divisiem saye we
476 net, Ny Mve & right te find out) tm have the msans te find out.
Wy should we be obliged vith avery cemetery that we have in this Stete
o otmé intho this Divisicn and say, "Gentlemsn, may it please you, hers
are our books and our recerds and our setup. JNere is owr parieh. We are
s veliglous cemetery,” and have them determine wethar ws are or not. Ve
have a right $0 a spesifis axsmpiien traditienally by the laws of the
ecenturies. I urge upon you, ve have the right as a religious cemetery to
sxemption because burial in a religious cemetery is a religinus right
and to interfers with that religiows ﬁ;ht is an unlawvful hti'uion into
the practice of m?: religien. o | |

I say to you gentlemen, in the first place the bill should
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[egislature is dotng in Sectice 35 is sbdisating ite leglslative funetion,
um Legislature 18 saying, as Semator Shershin has indisated, %Well, we |
really doa't kmow. We really doa't kmow, But if the Division finds m.{
.then they may or may net ve sxeapted.” That is a plain simple abdtcation
of legislative power and the transfer of a legislative powsr to an

IIM«D: exampt religious cewsteries. In the sesond place, what the {

sdainistrative bedy. I urge wpon you gentlemsn, respeotfully, that

.that should not be. I carnestly requsat that in view of the charaster

©f the religious cemstery, in view of the background of the religious
cemmtery, in view of thefact that burial in a religious cemetery, be it
bsthouc or Frotestant or Jewish or of any other recognised religion, is
» yeligious right and to intrude upon that right is an intrusiom upon

the religicus sensibilities and uwpon the religious prerogatives of the
people, this bill expressly say that religious cemsteries of reliigious
gorporations are exempt. If they are not, ﬁt the Divisiom find thet they
are not.

SENATOR VAN ALSTYINEs Thaok you, Judge Rafferty. Does any
member of the Committee have a qestion? If not, I'd lilee to call on
Nr. Robert 5, Snevily, attomey end trustee of the Fairvierw Cemetery of
Weatfieldd,

MR, ROBERT 3, SNEVILY: I can add very little to what Mr.
Grosaa has sald. Our cemetery is voi'y eimiler to hia, non-sectarimn,

non-profit sharing. We have substantial trust funds for the msintenance
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Qﬂ the camelery. Twaniy-five peresnt of every sale 1o placed ia that
brust fmde We are opposed te Lhks BALL Aa its entirety, maiuly on the
krout that we objeat to the ceuneil whish is estsdlished, waich gives

|

i
{
i

really to ome man, the directer, a great deal of powsr over the cemsteries:

of the State. The advisory cowacil whish isestablished does have
representation frem the cemsteriss, but they osm only st in sn advisory
oapecity, vhereas the commission has full authority to cemtrol every
somstery in the State. 1t takes away allithe iaitiative and all the
abition of the men in Mr. (rosed's cemstery and in mine and in numsrous
others that work uﬁut‘mmﬁ.oa for the good of the commamity.

I objeat partioularly te Section 1§ of ths ast, vhich in my
epinion taices away the sconstitutionsl right for a cemstery which is a
sorperation to sue or ve suad without the consent of the council. Maybe
1 have misqueted that; mayve it isa't 19. "wWhers any mounies or profit
are fouad to bave been ressived” - the vord'"fownd" in itself would
indicate to me that there bad besn & judicisl determination that tbhere
vas money dwe. I strenuvously object to that provision. There is no
provision as to whers the funds are coming from to pay for this Direoter
of the Division. iUndoubtedly some kind of a levy, assessment or tax
is going to be made againat these cemsteries, the amount of which is
spparently going to be left to the Commission, whiech again is wnlair.

We f{eel that any inequities, inequalities or aay errors which
say exist in the cemsteries as a whole may be eured by an amendaeat to
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b Gematery Aot whish is Tila §, o9 far ss 4t relates to gonsral .
o.lt.q assesiations. Ve, therefere, sppese ihs passage of this bill
at this timee. e e
SENATOR VAN ALSTINE: Themk yow, sir. Awy ﬁo-f..‘ﬁ.!L
SEHATOR O'MARA: I would like to ask Sesater Shershia, if he
dosea't xind, what is the basis of the provisioa in Sectien 19 that
sults for the recovery of moneys or profits which heve been made eeatrary
e the laws of the State can oaly be instituted with the consent of
the Attormey demeral? ., :
SERATOR SHERSHIN: I dem'd read in 19 "sonseat of the Attorney
Genersl.” As I ssy, Kr. 3ilber of the Attorney Qemsrsl's 0ffise who
helped draft this bill becawse of religiows resscns sould not be hers
tonighte

SENATOR O'NARAs Instesd of saying "with the approval of the
Attorney General,” I mesn to ssy "vith the spproval of the Divisicn of
Cemeteries.” Why should the approvel of the Division of Cemsteries
be necessery?

S8ENATOR SEERSHIN: I ean't tell you. In fact, it ia not one
of my resommendations,

As I say, it would tske & great desl of the Committee's tinme,
whish I think is unnecessary, to explain some of the objestions that
were raised Lere today. While I'm on my feet, I might say if the Con-
xittee will take the time to read the testimeny that was submitted to
the Assexbly Comaittes, you will find why recommendations are made for
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filtag maps, for fastancs. One of the gentlomen did say, "Wy file mepst”,

‘hmp- 14 dosmn't moan that the maps. sheuld be-filed with respest 4

humo-m Peb there 18 & spesifis reason for the filing of

mmmmnomwmbmmamnwmm,m

«Mmmt,mmawuammmmmmmm
snd mot dedisated must pay taxes. Pax officials have fewsd it diffieult
o find nape when 14 came to aseessing those lands eperated by eorporation:
nmoutm under Title 8. They coulda’t find the maps in the
Mcmcn; they wore net reserded. That 4is the reseon why there
a & requirement for the filing of msps.
a With respect to the argmment abeut perpetuil ¢ axe funds,
testinony 2lso bafore our cemmities revesled that thess perpetmal ocare
fends, although they represeat trast funds, are not exanined by the
Department ¢f Bsakiag sad Insuranes - that the trust funds as a vhole
are menaged by & little growp, mu-um‘; or the trustess, and they
mmn@tumcmnmmxcmmymw-mm
u they ses fit and propsr, which should be legal investasnts, The
lestimony revesled that in no inetance did the Department of Panking
and Insurance ever check these truet funds and there is nothing in the
lew wiich sxys that they must be checked and that is the reason for
ﬁo recoanendation that the perpetual care funds here be checked by the
poputmt of Sanking and Insursnce, |

SENATOR BODINEZs Was there any evidence that ths perpetusl
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| SENATOR VAN ALSTYNE: n.uﬁ!fa.ﬁ.’xn n&ﬂu Fairhurst
onav-oégaalfq F:gagp.uaﬁ.a!g

.§ EENRY D, FAIRHURST: In Patersen, lew Jersey. Vhes the yowny geatle-
iax osme by I epecified T didn't want to speak. Certaisly in view of
2ll the oratory that has already gens sn, I dontt bdelieve it is necessary.
I would like, howsver, if it 19 in order, to submit this list of ebjestion:
for the record.

SENATOR VAR ALSTIME: It certainly is im order. It will be
received. Thank you, Mr, Fairhures,

{Following is the statement of objections of Cedar Lawm
Comstery to propesed act estavliabing and conseming



| - « Diviston of Gensteries ﬁm'm~mm~otm '
and Pudlis Safeiyt)

1. ‘!ho prepesed lqiohuoa muosuomw mtuphus ﬁn
lmﬁ.@n of & new agenay of State g-nmt which will add mm-xmy |
to tha general cest of government. ntharwu oxponn'ulbommu |
puml taxation or by soms farm of tax or ssseamment oa the semsteries |

ft&nulut. Sinoe most cemeteries or this stase perform a necessary |
] quasi-oharitable funation, giving them but a bare minimum of funds on
ah to operate; the latter alternative is impossible unless such taxes
”E imposed upon let owners as a oondition to their right to bury thcir
‘?m ones. In either event the taxpayers of New Jersey sheuld not be
Wumtuxmﬁu fundamental rxmummdm ALl
iulbttmducmmiumauchauammpoormm
W avay.
ii 2., 7The very axtensive restiriciions and contrels proposed
?n the aot would be unhearably durdensome for the average New Jersey
W‘ All but the largest of them have very small operating staffs,
ruh of which is part time service, and only the largest of them would have
the faoiliries to somply. Here again the essential nature of cemeteries
?lll been overlecked. Cemeteries perform a critically necessary service
pd should not be made subjeat to restrictions and oontrols which are
?cmd to be neqgessary in the regulaticn of certain competitive businesses
md industries operated for profit.

3. The proposed legislation would establizh a state



i presise authority to be exarcised by my state ageney ar agewmsiss.

§ , . e The proposed lagisiatien provides fer ewenpiien frem mml
me“uummnu. L there are yalid reasems for .
 Ampoeition of additiensl sonirols e esmsteries, then clsarly, any

1“' Teasens are aei reneved by the mere fash of religions preprietership.

risiastion of this ype is Lllogisal, warsasonsdls sud offmsive,
|- % Any state agemsy whish may be ereated to reguiate sameteries
@0uld be undar the direstisn of sad stalfed by perseas vhe have & work-
in knovledge of esmstery preblems snd ebjestives and whe have had setual.
experience in this field. The prepesed legislation slesrly dess aet do
l;iil. The "cemstery couwnsil® previded faf in the proposed set, even
Wough 14 ALEhS represent osmstery LAWIeSts, 1s srietly an sdvisery
sad therefore impotent bedy. ‘ 4

So Grasting that state swpervisicn of perpstusl care funds of

mmww be desirabls in the publis imterest, the solutien to
this problem lies in the revision of existing statutery law. The effest
of the proposed legislation is to oreate duplicate asad cumbersoms goatrel.
This matter probably sonstitutes the maim interest of the publis in
cematery contrel and revision of existing law so as to inolude all
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Insursnee is the intelligemt eppreash 46 he preblem. T
< Te- R»ar.!f;&fit:g-gg
Wfa.lztgtlta%.aa; deporiteries fur cematery fusds,
\he this festare of the ast s Ali-advised. It sheuld be berms ia
ggo!v&’..‘fﬁ..on‘o.«of%éi that the
ugkogsgﬁoﬁg%.ﬁ Aay effort te restrist W
/the’ Lawestment of constery funds i this mamner vith sonseqwat loss of
Ansone would Do dissstreus,

" 8. The codificatien or revision of existing cemetery laws

M». a desirsble cbjeetive from the standpeint of cemeteriss and the
Wﬁﬁ&bng Where improvemsat csa be made in this respeat, thers
lertaialy ean be ae ebjesilen. Revisiem of existing legislation s
m_‘%gng is a case ia point. However, it is quite obvious

.ﬁﬁ.« this work dees not require the enactamat of the propossd legislation,
|

. Gedar Lawn Cemstery has beea in existence since 1865. During
Tr- yoars of its exisntence there has been orsated and asintained mn
institution deveted to the pubiic interest. For many Yyears Cedar Lawn
has been opersted prsotisally as & charitable institution. The ma,z.n of
‘Directors snd the officers and staff of the cemetery take pride in its
‘present physical gondition, its present finsncial position and the public
‘servise whish it now renders in conneotion vith the burial of the dead.
Though a stock corporation, Cedar Lawn maintains a consigteat poliey of
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lbutipg ooly s tekm diyidend ased Jear, U sheebbelforsai ;- iy
mmr 95% of . the. mm:m vt aside far dhe-sper-
nmn. aaintenanse and perpetusl 0ar0.of he eomntexy.  Almest SO% of the
proseads of sales of leta are permaneaily dedissted W rerpetusl sare,
sah ot Ahe present dirscters.of. the gsaetary is cither a let swmer o2
:a; maber of 3 fanily having let cwnership. . Cedar Lawa fesls that the
great majority 'gt‘sng;cggg mmm saiivated by \he Same ob~

l
|
|

| e «. . Bemxy D. -m»&m&..fmwm

mmvumm: X'd Aiks to call om Nr. Carl Ek of the

?uui.c Herald-Kevs. R e
MR. CARL EE: I would like to raesd this bessuse I'm unsstustomed
%pnbl%? opesking. 3
i At the beginning, I wewld like (e make it clear that I sm mot
n authority om ssmsteriss, Lut a newspaper msn,
L However, the Herald-Revs has Leen possibly more mmud in
Omuriu than nost newspapers.. This wes dws to sur sxperieace with
the Ridgelom Cemetery promotion in Gliftosm, d ating bask to 1905, and
anon'u tax trouwbles with one of the later cwners of part of this
ﬁroﬁorty.

Anyons who goes into Hew Jarsay cemetsry history is beund to



£

be Satrifesd by ' situation be FAMN, Bere v Neve Wh sth giving w
eafree of dhtrge--s franehise potentililly werth witilons; Od tep of
this, the stade throws in exenptiof from prepwily timatiems =

© Naving dene so, the state loses interest. It does het know,
and apparenitly aaves less, who owns the cemetéry, Yt is not oomoermed
vhere the money from the sale of burisl plets %o the puwblie goes,
ST he enly tiee cembtery eperations ecms to publie sttentiea,
4t seemd, is when the ovmers googg saonig themdelves or & |
sessiontidus mmicipal sswedver (ets fod up with the iak exempticn sad
gﬁsiﬁﬂgaigngﬁﬁavéﬁﬁ _
T the gtate puts oweetéry cwaers on their homor to eperste non-

prefit, sharitable institutions, evem though it may not have the feg- _
glest notien who they are. It's s fantastis situsiden, m
_ - The Herald-News has expressed these opiniens:

Pirss, that there is 50 resson why cemeteries should mot be
83.5!. a8 businesses thad make a profit.

Second, thows that are run s profit-msking businesses should
E taxss, as all business dees.

| Third, the state should regulate cemeteries to make sure that
/no ome cheats. Regulation is me more a reflectios on the honest oemetery

monon-g than the lsw agaimet enbessloment refleots on the honest bank
;&S.w
_ﬁ,_ Y would 1ike to enlarge upon a fow of these statesents Ledause

,H find that most people are skeptical of them, I said, for example, that
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kwmum & Lortuns; ond:T meeeit et quite diterally.
Lt Tl 018y of G1iften setimated & prefie of 4k, 000,000 would ve
on & 00-esre plus cemsbery vithin its bowndaries. I quete from the
i he property "eesplutely seld uus, wiil have 102,008 graves.
Stedly, the eest of a grave ia this cemstery is & minimum of $50 psr
burial plot, :If €1l the burial plute ure sold ot Gas prine; e total
resseds vill smpmt te $5800,000; & resspifalation of the cemstery
kupinses ‘shows it Ahe aggregate Sust-is §209,690, / Tiis aswent vovers
4eh of sll parecls; twegether wikh sxpenses directed to be m for
s plus: the aneunt ordered to be set enide fav & perpstusl

{ wmmm;u at 45 this came wuvm the
| . he fellowing is m..mmuma_m»,.
Fn dersey cemsiery prowster, whe, I mist tall yeu, Wss ohased ous of

1 8 After sxereising sertain samirscts, the sorperaifiea will

h-mx 1T7.73 asres of oemstery lands, From a study, it 1s estimated
%smnmwmmummnmmmsnm,
b s tetal amouns of ever §9,043,500. T8 is estinated that afler pay-
M of all indedbtodnsss; and the sest of developmemt xnd upkeep, the
youmm inoresse in valwe will be net lees than $15,970,739. After

i
4
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aotich of ‘the sall pilces for all the awtherised slass 4 stoek a
haualvdarmu mwaﬁmdomamkhmétus
I ' MR fi..ﬂl', oy _.L.-'?Jt.*?‘-‘m’e: ST AERN
T Letts nr the pmm ‘{n thls case was mwumm

| this ts what Viee manw tgan hed b0 say abows mtbtr |

;mhz'; promotion: o

7 "Ths eemetery Lusiness was eondusted under sm sgresment |

(vbareny) the”promoters VA1 have & met profid of 14,809,300 Fer every

Miarmtmmuvu,somnﬂwuhphihmm
;‘lnpd-ontvu te be set aside toomh lptrpctul.«rut\md;

t::mmtmtb"ammlhmdmﬁhumdhm :

' might also offer the cémment made by & very fraak adpuums

!tqnmn&cmm ‘e visited us to dlsouss a cemsiery ease |

lmnpmi“ mdmmmummwm;

iﬂdm to a 10-acre plet - that is sa approximete figure bud sufficiently

ébloit « & plegs of pro”pdﬂv, ineidentally, thab he did not then own bus

vhhh he Wmﬂy could l\'m'nqﬁnd by condesmation. He sald to us ,

*Tnat pleas 12 worth » quarter of a million %o me but I'a willing to

plve it u§."‘ | o

I think you oan discown$ sll of these statementa. Nevertheless,

{they indicate that the momey inm cemsteries is mot exsetly small change.

I said previcusly that the state does not kaow to vhom it

g:lm s valusble franchise and tax exemption. I can best illustrate

%




3.
r A fou dayn age X tried 19 rem down & siery sbest. 4 cemetery
| spparently imd a hond ia pending legislatisn wiish wenld have
Tugu»t.vﬁu-ﬁp!».!. state for §300,000, Ia a sass like
this, . %ﬂ!taitniiiﬁagaga
fg « are, You would sxpest te read their amms in your nsws-

m - i%f*ti%&?.gfgug
gé! They vere shle 1o make a guess, Rly & YOIy good
18. bup they did aet keew fer sure. 38&!,3&?3&4
knd testiy sho the sars yore, T fially salied toe effise of the
ftt..x!a:.l,gfﬁ:.i:?\, fuis geatlenan, I had
18:: had all the saswers.. He was most pleassat mud ce-sperstive,
!..;_. did net inow ~ for sure » either. .. e

. In the case of this cametery, tl-op:i: . request for
Eﬂ!ﬂ.‘g!i!%%g»ﬂg&%
Yﬁt&fﬂ Thds cemeiery, the beneficiary of the state's liderality,
?gﬂﬂﬂifgﬁfaﬁgék reply.

i &h..w!ﬁp&ﬂl state puts cemsieries on their honor to
I_tauoo s non-profit charitable institutions. This is sesential to tax
sxeuptica, The 1947 soustitubion guarantees tex axespiion for *say
sorporaticn or association organised and condwoted exslusively for one

or more such purposes sad not operating for prefit." One of those
purposes is operating a cemstery. idut the constitution is specifis; it mw:




n.

Sut | 'tn pnnt. N ‘

- et quumnucummumnmo:mms
ji«mtax-t'u,moof MWmthm,mmn. xtuu
fine, nmnu sonstery. xu cumt nakes \uu mrkubh state~
”!mtl md I quete tru-llin “ﬂu qwi-mdublt mm of their
cpouum‘....*m nany pm'.m M mntod prumm; as &
ohariubh ummm*....*w & stoek m&t&u .uhﬁahu 'y
;mumt peliey of distributiag enly a token dividend sseh year."

[ I81s Gffleult W eee hew 120ss StAtAMILS SqMre VIVA the
iprineiple of tax exsapiien I8 our state constitVwiton.

* - That 8 e sll-tes-brief outline of wy ths Herald-Hews feels
Eu;mudmmtmun the publis imterest. Naving
isatd that, X would 1ike to enter ons objection te the bill befewe you and
o%p. It hes %o do with the use of the phress *parpetusl cere.”
Perpetasl, by every definitisa I have been sble to find, weans eternal,

loverlssting, fovever. It doss not mesn ons seocnd 1ese than whatever it
48 those werds mesn. It encowpasses something that is teyomd the mind |
‘of man to ocuprehend. It is & presusptucus invasica of a realm whioh is
‘beyond mortels. Admittedly cemstery mem ave capebdls of performing
miracles, but this one even they cannct do. They eannot give perpetual
‘care. That being so, the phrase 1s & fraud ead it has 8o place in the
pr

I might add that in our state, the sum of six cents a square
foot is considered quite enocugh to s et asids from the sale prise of a



67 pL6Y W fidere arpesasl ‘dide. A stagld Fles, T Gaddranend, Lo
56ES S by 9 foor. thds gives de $1068 ve ‘Liwedt at & il Ut fnterest
wawa take sare of that plet fewevir. Thask you.

5  SENATOR VAN ALSTINE: Yhaht you, Nr. IR, Any questlcas gentle-
h-af T4 1ike to call ea ¥r. W, n.m:nmnmtm m)nplmod
cmury of Treehold snd the Nonmouth County Um«ry Aisooiation,

. , n.v,a.mm mwnnmwmmmcm
Mﬁ-m: It 4o with hexility Shat I speak after thess geatlesen be-
$e1ee 1 om!s cive 770 axy puch astrememianl figuress I an sesretary
and tresswrer and superiatendeat of the Haplewesd Gemetery of Freehold and
@upmmsummm,mwtmm.mu
hade wp of Zh LitAle esmeteriss of the sownty, ALl the officials of
M‘“m' have beea ia trewble, imcluding curselves. So tids
Mmmm a ;c-uuofou mﬂnuch other occasionally and visit-
ing eash other's cemsteriss and taliciag over owr trouvles., S¢ like
m the Assosiation just grew. A striking feature of these gathersd
vhen we have a mesting is that we are all past middle age. GSome of us,
imludh; nyself, have already eatered the old age braskets. The thing
t;.ha;tnnblqnmmtu that we can't find our suscessors. For tao
yoars 1 have besn urging xy diresters to find my successor and I have
been hunting myself, We have advertised in the press and we havea't
found bim yet. |

All the members of my own Board of [Mrectors aand all the official
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| 1 'Wev Jeveey. K11 ¢f them delisve Gt o Gemstery Geiimission
losstory business. 111 will resent being texed or being ssvessed and
#wz Ve pass wush charges slimg to their plot ovmers. ALl fevor s
Lr&»gﬁﬁk,-!ugigg?;(;ﬂtg
?!.tl&tﬂt.i for \he publie geod. In spesking for these little
osmsteries of Mommouth Cowaty, T Belisve that I am alse expressing
lthe feorings of 90 pereent of the Gumeteriss of Nev Jersey, besause
Mvovo;a of them sre waerganised. | |
_m " New I sma farmer. I was Der: oa & 90-sere farm on the wige
lof Fresheld, I am the third gemerstion to have owned and 1ived there
‘aad T #RL11 own the famm. Nost of my yuars of adult life have been
Mgr- ssteal farming., ¥hea T was twelve years old, I started milking
‘the sows and T milked them for a good many years after tha$, although I
iave had a few other interests than farming or have had in wy lifetime.
Without trying $o boast of some of the things T have done, T do beg te
‘refor to two experisnces or two ohallemges of my 1ifetime in order that
I may later set forth sertain comparisons between those other experiences
‘and the cemetery business. |

The first of those other outeide interests than farming is the
semstery business. I have been 3) ysars a director of the Napleweod
Cemstery Company, which is a so-called profit-making corporation. It
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A e DPeasnt A ine. an. anneel Msinese in the A0tal smaunt of sbewt. ?
08 Are Just ahout She sens): senetinee b 140008 mere, sometinss a
iumhm 3OS FOars W are. AR ke 704 and P00 JOATS WO VS in the
M ‘T want %0 say WAt oy eomstery assignamnt 48 the Seugiwet of
WM I bave had in my 1ife,. It wes the teughest assigamsnt

1 v o el T was thirty-five Jesrs old [ wes indused swey from the.
#m L0 Lour JOurs. A SAroliger fand te my doer. md indused me to.a0cept
qiL eomnission Crem the Fedorsl Farm Lean Soard as a-Lsnd bask appraiser,
Yﬂm the Asxt five years I was ia ebarge of a;praissl werk i
Hov_jorsey and Bev Jork State ia the total smewat of spplications of
wmw tweaty silliens of dellars, of vhigh four silliens of
Qeuuom a;peoved by \he Pederal Farm Losn Beard over my resemmeadation
“Ltder by my direst appraisal er by my review, I Bad 10 traia the
4»)!&“" mder ae.

Por tweaniy~Live years I was & direetor of ¢he Mosmeuth Jomty
M' Exshange, the eldest and the largsst fara sarketing erganisation
of New Jersey, Its business ran rom cne W0 two and sae-half milltes
dollars a year. It eperated frem thirty shipping points. It was net
umsomumon te ship & hundred earloads of potatoes ous a day, When I be~
game forty-five, I was called into s Directorts meeting. 7he president
was on the verge of death and I vas drafted inte ths presideat's pesition



prostdons and geasrsl managev: 17988 wasble 40 -dveld that ehdllenge.
T Mot ‘to'eaptatn Abe ahip whieh wasiat LA AW edges Duriag:the
% fowr yeare we iarhotsd bundfeds of sarlésds of perasoes at iS¢ a
5t;mt. wheat ot 604 5 beshel; 0ggs st 204 and J0¢ s denea.  Two
muwxmmnmumnwt, 90 peremt of
|thsouhn Aefs the raile and were relled by truek to their destimatiea.
DAYy of otr shipping poiste becans veriiless - our reilread sites.
b-mdmmutmuum;nm te mix 12,000
im,uhrm %y sheved by hasd. Our warebowsss becans werthless.

f

i

P‘ had one hundred sad fAfAy theussnd dellars of car farmers’ motes md
u- benks domanded owr signatures, Ve refused $0:do 50 and the next
ftoer yours I apent 1n Melding twelve beaks, e wholessld trade and
|fifteen humdred steskholders in 1ine while I eenverted eur assets into
Sash sad peid our steskbelders off msre toan \bair origizal Savestasat.

| X do oot tell yeu this, gentlemsa, in pride of what I bave
M.I don's ask fer praise or aympathy.  The pext thing 1 waat to say
M that after slesing shat ald, hemorable cerporation as a result of
emditions far beysnd hunen eontrvl, By Derves were shattered and I

$

rotuwrned sgain gladly (o my farm. Bmt the trustess of he Maplewoed
Gﬂ*ﬂ'} Company preseated ansther chsllenge. The superiantendeat who
had been supsrintsadsat fer tidrty years bhad grown ald and he too vas
.;tuu( bie death bed. 1 had been secretary of the Cemetary Company and
treasurer [or ssveral years. I was the cnly one who knew the business
‘or anything about it. I was again drafted intc that position and I yet
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have net bben shle %o geb et AR Vake iy ress 4 Mok T an aWWled.
;x Gon't have 10 aeopt. the small sulary whish shay offer:me to Adve. |
; o Lo Pecheps what I bave sddd may qualify we in yeur sstoen t
mun sems opinion or to appreise the cemsteries of Mommsuth Comty;
'that 18, the enew near at hoas. New, when I ssid ARab I feel that I

am spesking for a thousand semsteriss, it is chviews thas I couldn't sover
wenty wiliion dellars worth of farm propertiss in two states withent
having sressed & geed many sress resds o bask rests - csuatry roads.

- And being semtery coasvicus, I netised sad observed and talked with
cemstery mon svar (we stiates. 30 1 knww prastically svery sewstery in
Mm Geunty. And sinee forming this Asssviatisn, I heve soms to
these eenstariss the sams a8 I g0 19 a farm (0 sppraise 4%, I bave -
driven through, I bave walked threugh, observed all WpWal
preperties, tslked with the bired mem in the esmeteries, talked with
their officials snd talired vith plet owners. Ny bhomest camviotion is
that the wiels semetery business of Monmouth County is literally fasing
insolvensy. Many of them sre slready liquidated, having sold all of
their land. The money has besa uwsed fur surrent expendes. Others are
now being foreed to use their land momey for OSurrent sxpenses. They
bave told me se. The little sdurah yard cemstery 4is too smll uﬁm
of land-bank phraseclogy to be an ssonomie unit. They must co the way
of the little red ssheol. We must have in their plase somstiing in the
nature of the towmship sshool or the consolidated sedool.
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Lawa Conabiry sV Rod Bilik, of Ub6 GORMNOTY A Leng Bremek o % Just: -
V&&uﬂ&w.. auny of shish ar¢ thh ¢ulgrewsh of shuroh sempteries; bas
T;_tt%?ﬁ-g.?f.&.ﬁ&?sgi
finmees ~ these eemcteries of that ¢lass which are sapable and large
gggg units must survive to serve the rural somminities.

Therefors, we feed that they st net be Vaxed out of existnes sad it
1s caly the 1ast strav thad bree the eamel's besk.

|7 befire I close I want to read you ene paragreph from a message
.a»l.t have pwdiished in'the Fresheld Transeript, the local psper,
#otitied A Prask Nessage. When I say "we," I mean the Naplevood Cemstery
wg. ™he complete titls s "A Frank Nessage to Flet Owners of
r&g Gemstary.® T uppreciste your tims asd I sm enly going to
?aggr-’. bat I ’n&hﬁf go ﬁqgoﬁv for your

, wuc.n«aﬁou and your stuedy.

Gur largest item of oﬂmg is labor; next is equipment; and
next is tazes, whish have incressed S00% during the past 15 years; and
how cemstery legislation is pending im New Jersey, whish if enscted, shall
insreass them at lsast 250% mers, placing taxes second to laber cest on
bur expense assount snd requiring 8% of cur gross income. We cannct be
too emphatic in seying that el) of these problems are not only ours, but
in the last analysis, they are your problems, We wust have ths financial
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mmmmmummmmwmms

uau Mmh Cortainly
ponnun.y managed cemeteries wuld be meye costly snd less effieient

lMM*MMMMﬂIﬂ&MMQMImm

}tor Adttle, if any, compensatiem, prefit or other reasca than their
}Mv pride.®

M you.

“(%A Frask Nessage t Flet Owners of Niplewsod Cemstery,®

t
|
,~ pubdished in the Freehald Tr \J 4952
f cdnduaauuto) saserist a 15 i

SEHATOR VAN ALSTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Moresu.

14 14ke to oall cm Nr. Russell 4o Zesch.
' SENATOH SNEASHIN: I wonder if the geatleman would submit to
one question from the Chalr?
E‘ SENATOR VAN ALSTYNEs Will you submit to & question from
Bmw Shersuin? |

« MORRAU; Yes,
SEBATOR SRERSHIN: Have you any idea how many cometeries there

are in Wenmouth County? .

|noglect sad fimal retura to the vildermsss, Tids 134 matiemal problea.
|Theusands of stenes stand asbiguensly i dlsgrassfully asglected

‘m dosd, . L
i o -mm-mmmnu ;




VLGS Nemlouth Cewnty.

M, WOREAUY I an glad t» kmow that. I sppreciate that.

‘SENATOR WAN ALSTYNE: Nr. Busesell Zeseh.
‘ MR, IBSCH: Becanss ouwr orgaunisation his two spokesmen and
in W interset of coherence, aculd I fellow Nr. Basr, who will preseat
& very shord preventation fired? Would that be possible?

- BENATOR VAN ALSTINE: ALL right, Nr. Zessh. We will eall on

ke, Predrie Sear, Gounsel for \he New Jorsey Cemstery Offioisls!
Asesstiation.

§
X

MR, PREDAIC BAARs Senatar Vaa Alstyne and sembers of the Com-
El Co .

sittee: The uaoci.aticn of dmury Offiecials is made up of some 80
;'opmuntauvu of murlu of sll ditﬁmt types in this state.
xt you will pornn. o for thres mu- by the oclook, I would like to
pmat. the tnungo in this satter of the Auoohﬁ.oa rather than the
ia&iv!.dul cmtory

Point number one: h‘i.th all doe respect to Senator Shershin and
to mc gentleman froa t.bu press, 1 submit for your consideration that the
sllegations of faot which conatitute the basis of tuis bill, on whish
@a bill must stand or fall, are false and aisleading, I realisze that
§m does nmot permit going into thoss now, I would offsr to this

Comaittee and Seaster Shershin, if he would submit a written mamo to tuis



6 |

Gomb Vide opéeifylig the alleged tidtediis of Shwsd; W o \NE Gititvery
Asseciation weild we villing %6 wﬁ%wm; siyliinbig Ousde mfx

Buiber Wet On the peint of law of tuls ‘prepesed WAll; the
reguirenmis ¢f the Laws of tils stats are not met in ‘that there 1 ne
‘standard, we rule sad no nors vhish will direst or limlt this Gemstery

i

Y
i
3
|
i

Divisien ia fve sstiviy, - IR AR

;[ * Nunber thres, snd finallys X call you attmtien pértivularly
te Sestion 22 of the propesed bAlL @d'I ask you Af you vAll be kind
mummwﬁuu. ‘T quoter SThis se¥ shall not of
;mm repesl say 1aw now 1a offeet 1n this State; exsept whareln sush
llaw shall be Snccasistent with iiis 803," -~ and I eaphasise the fellowing
m == "or & ruls or regulstien of the Divisica of Jessteriss.” I
}q«t, “expept wisrein sush law ehall be fncomsistent with this o83, |
or & rule o regulation of 1he Pivisien of Cemttoriss.” T wdmit to |
you geatlewen ihat the oaly Fossibly interpretaticn of this lengesge is
that this Gemetery Divisioa will usurp the pewers of the Leglslature

of tids State. Any regulation effectad or premulgated by this Cemetery
Pivision will repesl, amend or wipe out the law of this State.

There are Just oas er two other points that I would like to
uake reforenss 0. I understand time does not permit us % ge into it.
Secticas 8, 9, 10, 1L and 15 require the filing of veports, maps, detailed
sohsdules and accounts, Senster Shershin has said that these reports, eto.
are not required by law. With all due respest to the Honorable 3Senstor,
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1 sabait e is wreng. m.‘mmmﬁtntumﬂm.'
umotmmwuuabwm.m
mxunmmuwummwmnu.m
| and sodify the pressat lew. I subit agais te thls Committes that
?immuumma.mnuummmmm
‘and 1ew have plased 1.
Seatiens 27 sad 28 of the propesed M1l give e the Divisten
ct CGemsteries what is esosuiislly an-absclute snd walimited pewers:.
Mmhﬂ»unﬂﬂ,umn&ﬁ&hmﬁuda
 final paragreph in the bill where 1ip servise is paid te review by the
(wm,-m:mupmsmwm,wmm
‘.mmhhwm. , : g
I vmmzsumw»mm.mxwm *A1l mm~ i
pddmu«emwmtmmyhtmn,muh
‘gmtummwu wvith caid lot cwmers, are hersty abregated.”

;
L

il

|
I
I

1 subsdt to thie Committes that legal rights and cbligatieas em arise
‘snd be binding upon the parties by methods other than express coatrasts.
Ml bill would in effect abregate the rights of the parties invelved.

| Finally, Seation 2k of the propesed bill reads in fulls

"'nn depesitory for maneys for the perpetual care or maintenanse of
mtcriu and semstery lots and plets shall be a financial institusion
lor the State of New Jersey.” In order to clarify matters or to eduwsate
me, I would ask what the Senater means by “"moneys," snd, secondly, what
‘he weans by "a finanoial inatitution." Does MWum cash, actual
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Oa behalf of the Atmiattm ot Gulhr: omema. all » -ux
nmmsmtw&.mumm.xmuzm»mm
Mm&r ror the racord. mmut dmu hn\l ummmmmm
utq“no." We cmdn&drtozdln that tbnmpmmm
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pnblm -mn md eu&auea. Ve nbni.t aud .ffor our nid nd m

usiatmt, ouwr cxpcrim and owr thm u nh mmm- chngu m?
mmummwmumo thuinthmrvhmumpmiu?
m, md rightly so, by law, snd not by this so-salled Cemstery nmmu,j
mn would for all pructical purposes be a law uh iteelf. Thank you.
; asum VAN u.smm: 'mnnk you, !llr. sm w. nppﬂchu your -
ottar of assistance. x«m repremt the New Joruy cmtu-y Officials! |
}Auoeutm. Would you please give Kra. Saith your address?
i Mi. BAR:t Frodric Baar, care of Milton, MeNulty and Augelli,
l Exchangs Flace, Jaruoy City.

SENATOR VAN ALSTYNE: Thank you, sir. New, I believe it is

your turn to be heard, Mr. Zesch,

MR, RUBSELL ZESCH: Senator Van Alstyns sad sembers of the
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1 - iow, 1o date thsrc has bun a grut saount of Publichty

éim to one side of the issue which has been run& and is being pre- 1
mud % thls Committes tomight. 'nun have been nuaerous accusations ‘
Mu& toward the private cmsory or New Jersay and tourd thoss of us
m. as nanagers and cncuti.vu, are canumod v!.th thl oporﬁtim ot |
M cemsteries, The members of the lw Jersey suu uooeiasion of
Qmm oftieiala, for whom I spuk, han come horc to puuut to
thh Comittes for its omidou’den our side of the 1asve, and we
tuhd.t the true fasts of the s.ttuatioa which, as yat, have not b«n nade
known,

At the cutset we contend that the Lill proposed oy Senator

Shershin has s its bLasis & series of unwarranted allegations which
#a complately false ana mialdading. In paragraph ssven of Senator
dmnmnu proposed Lill it is stated that ons of the purposes of the
aot is to prevent, and I guote, "unlawful, unfair, unjust, dnutmt;vc,

) demoralicing md uneconomic prastices." Dy this language the issus is
stated. We who operate and manage the private cemeteries of New Jsrsey
are ready and willing to mest that issue, to offer for your consider-

ation the true facts which heretofore have received little or no attention.
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' Gemeteries mad thess eensernsd with their opsration are as
Mgicﬁ fwﬁii%nﬁ%ﬁ.ﬂo‘n
Fﬁ.t& orgmisatica or intividusl ia tiis state. T laaguage of
,F- preposed bill, by innuendo, implies that the private cemeteries are
f-n&b« avay with something - that they ars permitted to indulge ia
E-nmﬁ B.n-a.-oc suwch as are quoted above. 8o far the preponsats of
s b111 have advanced no proof that any or all af the sbove-named
fgg are present today. MNeverthelsss, the private commteries of

Mew Jersey have been subjested to oharges and scsusaticas without one
mra«p of preof being advansed to support them, Those who claim that
El operation and business affaire of the cemeteries are being conducted
‘Amproperly Lave shown time snd time again that they have 1itils or no
'knowledge of the subjeot with wnich they are Eg. It s manifestly
‘unfalr to aseuse the many sad varied private gemeteries of selfessance
‘without competent proof of wrongdoing baving beea set forth.

The private cemsteries of Mew Jersey are run ethically and
"honestly. Those oencerned with their operation are mem, who, is the
'vast majority of instances, have devoted lifetimes to gaining the
" knowledge, experience and understanding ebsolutely essential if so
Wmﬁgugnugvo%angﬁovgg:g. ,
Whers are the unlawful conditions which the proposed bill
" would correct? Where in the present health lews of this s tate are thers
' loopholes or inadequacies whish permis the alleged abuses? What E&#nm
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dut.mw«' u -ammmm mn u m til w-ﬂn utu-
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un uhbuunnat of a Board mh as i» propond in Senster Shershin's
‘bmr

!: A listle known fast is that. the private oemeteries of thu
]put& are not big business m any sense of the word, The majority of
Lr&uﬁg cemstaries of New Jersey ars operated by non-salaried trustess
m 2o p#ofitn therefrom. in aest instanses, the re-pmibmv
iFort..tn operation of the cemeteries is assumed by these mas non-salaried
trustess, Fractically sll of the moneys which are received by cemetery

iations are imsediately put back into the cemsteries in the fora of
mgnnt. cars, lavor, esmbellishments and general overhsad.

i It s vortbq of note that the proposed Gmtuw Division provi.dqd
,tor in Semator Shershin's bill not oaly is empowsrsd to promulgate any ;
md all rules aad regulations to cover cmury opsration, but apparently | |
‘tano rules and regulations have the force and effest of law, and, ?
';:'urt.mr, the Divisiocn appesrs to have the pover of amendment, and,
ithtrofou, the Division would have the power of making the laws in this
ipuu merely by issuing rules and regulations. Ia additicn, those ‘
fnple qualified to make sush rules and regulations are given absolutely |
Ro voigce, Section IV of the propesed bill provides for a "Council” of |

seven men, three of whom shall be cemetery officials. This "Council,®



| dutivs, No other law of tis state rives the rwpresmatativesof the
private cumsterins any right te be heard. In final analysis it smsmmts ﬁ
| ths; Thowe havig sn intersst in sad understsnding ef the preblems
| tnvelved wirld be dented sny and a1l right to participate da the selvties
| of these predies and the formlaties of the seluilme,

| Ve vish'1t wndersiocd tha¥ cw syyrossh te tie heariag s
Wsoiazﬂz:utnatq e menbers of the
| Tevegnised fer soms time b fact Lkt ths predent ommstery Live ia

| this state ceuld afferd inprovesssh and, if need be, Solifieirton wad

| revision. We hive law on the books tédsy whish Vs eaacted over \e
R years, geing bask %o 1547. Watwrally, the complexity snd variows

| phases of semstary operation have rl?.i& md !Pﬁvww& %o the point
| whare soms of the laws are me louger spplicable or do nob adequately

_ serve their purpose. We are, therefers, willing to aduit that there
M»u-ngeu.l. We are ready and willing to join in taking the steps
necessary to solve that problem, The Assogistion feels that the écg.

' ment of a 3tate Board of Control is most definitely not ths solution

- a8 proposed in Senator Shersiin's bill. The present law, if properly

thds aed oF sy otbar lav.®  The propised sut esnfers b powerd or

RO SO _ ‘o

Objections to establishmsnt of a State Commission:
There is no need for sny such Bosrd of Centrol or Comdssion
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safcresd, is sdequate t¢ desl with the preblems ariding sut of the
} oparstion of (he privats cemntarise,

A Cometery Oomnissien made wp of individuals whe have ne
' knowledge of or sxperiense in that whieh they sre te sonirel and regulate

There are as many types of cemeteries in New Jereey as there
;Sm censteries, The censtery minsger ur exssative ef todsy is a varied
mn of individual, vho must have some engineering kmowledge, soms -

; experisnce ia handliag labor, some experiense in mlliang, a sasttering of
‘boskReesping, asceunting, law, tax deeisions, ete. Operstion of e -
modern cemetery has decome more and more complicated. The services
pmuubyc«-mym of & type whieh must be rendered with the
uﬂut of disoretien, tact and effieieney. No growp of mem aowld preperly

f
%
'J

"lul with and solve the nusberless pnblm snd diffieulties which arise
in the sourse of daily operation of m/kinds of private ceseteries.
Vhat is needed todey is proper snforvement of the present
:;lm govarning comeierics and oometery eperations. On the sssusption
_that thess presant lews could be improved by smendment or otherwiss,
-then we of the Assooiation wish 0 ;o on record as being in favor of
E ifnuch improvemsat on the condition that it is accomplished by resognized
means &8 aro provided for by the luw of this atate.
The proposed Cauetery Comalssion could not possibly aceomplish
that which it purports to be established to secomplish. The preposed




s 88 noted above, would be comprised of fonr state officials who,
or all prastiaal purposes, wuld have no intimats knowledge or wnder-
i!mmnugo: the subject with which they sesk to deal.
The proposed act implies that thare are pracstices by murm
way whish, without repeating the language of the bill, are improper

and should be eliminatad. Let us asoume for the wmoment that thers ars

!
z

iuoh improper prastices. How could the offiocials of the Board of Control

deal more effectively with unhealthful conditions than the municipal

;nd State Boards of Hoslth which now have Juriediction? How could the
?onrd determine wihat is unfalr in any yiven situation or set of circwu-
stances without having any experience in what constitutes unfairness or
injustice in cemetery opaeration? Senator Shershints bill implies

that the Doard would, smong other things, prevent wneconcwic practices in
the methods snd operstions of aemsteries. We certsinly will admit that
thers are wmany uneconcmic practices prossat £oday. It i3 indeed une
sconomio that the majority of cemsteries in this state are losing

money year after year or, at vest, breaking even, wiih the present high
costs of labor, materials and general overhead. 7o remedy this dif-
fioulty would the -oard supply the funds nesessary to put thess cemeteries
on & paying basis, or, at least, allow {hem %o break even? where would
the money come from? Senator Shershints bill states further that it
would prevent cemsteries from falling into disrepair and dilapidation.

However, nowhere in the proposed bill ie there any suggestion as to how



thess things are to be scecsplished,. .
. mmmum#mmuumumtmmt
wgmmotmmmmmtmwummu

inot land themselves to any magisal rule or solutien that will be
leffeative in sll situations, We bave admitted that thers is a prevlen.
fwthm gons on record that we vish to aid in the solution of that
[problen. The Assosistion submits to thls Comeittes et uhat is needed

/Aa & proper enforcemsat of the preseat lsw and amendment to that law

18 sheuld prove necessary. We offer owr aid snd assistanse in

'dsternining what parts, Lf any, ef the present law should be changed,
ky saedment or othervise.

The filing of reports required by ths preposed sst is ug-

hmnay and would prove an wawarrsated sncusbrance.

i

Five ssations of the prepesed act require the cemsteries to

file with the Divisicn of Cemsteriss numercus redords, ascounts, maps
fnnd reports. These sections are mumbers 8, 9, 10, 1l and 15. With

;‘t.hc exsepiion of the complete audit of the permansnt meintenance fund,
i_tlu filing of ths above-mentioned reperis is alrsady reguired by the
quot this State, Referring to a statement by Senator Shershin a few
'pemau 8go, in an attempt to answer it, all the cemstaries of the State
wideh are erganised under the Rural Cemetery Aot are required by law to
file a statement of their trust funds with the Dopartmeat of Banking

pnd Insuwrance and they are subject to audit once each second year., Those




| hre e comsteries mder the Dursl Gometary Ast. It weuld serve

k lm‘wumnnmuwummmumq

‘“ nmwm. In additien, the Asseciation objests to the filing |
b:mmnummmmotmm:mml:ummm.
with the exsception of the complets awdit referred to in Sectien 1§, are
in nearly all instances slready on file with varieus Stats agenciess
authorized to keep sudh records. Norsovar, the beeks, asesunts and
maps of all the private cameteriss of New Jursey have bown and are now
available for any inspection by preper and authorised persoas. It is

obvious that the provisicns of the propessd ast would serve me useful

;imrpou, would imvolve a great deal of ussless repetition and unnecessary

Bxpenss.

‘ The coaplete sudit required by Section 15 would prove emtirely

oe expeusive for 90F of the cemeteriss of this State. At present,

the bookkeeping of these cemnstariss is done by the manager or operator,

in sddition to all of bis other duties. A complets audit of the type

required by Section 15 would necessitats sngaging a professional account-

ant at a2 sost which many asmsteries would be unable to bear,
Cedilication of the law, if nesessary, should not be left to

Q the disoretion of a State Soard of Gontrol. “

Paragraphs 12 and 18 of the proposed act would empower the

Pivision of Cemateries te aot independently in codifying the cemstery

lawe of this State, We of the Association submit that if sueh codifi-
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tisn is nesessary, it should be ascomplished by mesns now provided fer
by Lsw. That is to say, we belieys that sny vork dome along this line
:hhould be under the control of a lsgislative comsittes whish would draw
v;:oa the knowledge of and confer with those actively eagaged in the
cpout&ou of private cemeteries. It is enly by that msthod that we can
#rriu at an equitable solution of the problems which may exist.

| Oentlemen, we submit that the enactment of the proposed law
v;rould not be in the best interuata of the citizenry of this State.
thmk youl | |

f " BENATOR VAN ALSTING: Thank you, Hr. Zesch. Any juestions,
;cntlma? |

I'd like to ausk you this question, HMr. Zesch: I yathered
t“mn your tastimony quite definitely you are not in faver of this bill in
toto. I think you have made that quite clear. You did meke it clear,
however, that you did feel that there were certain amendmsents to
present laws on the book that would be desirable,

MR, ZRSCH: Lulte so, sir.

SEZNATOR VAN ALSTYNE:; Would your Association be willing to
iend tuds Committee, addressed to ms, your recommendations as to which
laws should be changed and in what manner?
| MR, Z25CHr Yes, ;iven sufficient lapse of time, vecause it is

an extromely complex pronlem. As you probably know, the cemetery laws of

uids state sre dispersed through many different scts. It requires
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mm to subnit 14 a8 and when L4 my b¢ requived.:
- DENATOR VAN ALSTINE: Could youw do it in two weeks?

1
!
K
I

MR, ZB30H: We will make every e¢ffort so to do.
SENATOR VAN ALSTYNE: 1I'd like to call om Nr, Edward G. Everts,

; ‘gounsel, representing the Lakewood Cemstery of Saddle River Township.
' (Dissuseion off the regord.) o

KA. EDWARD G, EVERYZ: Senatar Ven Alstyne and members of the
Committess My letter of March 28 ad.dmn& te 794 Genator Ven Alstyne,
ibri.ony and concisely sets forth the objccnm of our aemstery to this
bi11 and I should like, with yeur porduion, t0 bave it made part of
the regord, and to furanish Senater Sharp, Senator O'Nara, Senator hodine
and the other members of your Gth & copy of it.

(Letter uddromd t-o Senator Van Alstyne, written
by Rdvard 0. Everts, and dated Nareh 28, 1953,
regoeived as an oxhib:lt )

I can say that this bi}.l is highly ltringmt. It virtually
legislates the cemeterias throughout our state, and especislly the very
well=run cemsteries, righd into the Division of Cemsteries, perhaps
wi thout sufficient study and background. Now that might be questioned by

' Senater 3hershin inassuch as I imow he made an ardent study of the whola
situation, I think if you all, perhaps individually, analyse cemsteries
as wo know them -« and 7 ¢an say tbat 4n Mr. Ormond's cemetery we have

buried several generations of our family. I think it is a very fine
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cometery. - T em very proud of 1%, I Ssa ssy the sams eertaialy fer
Hesiconsask Cemntory. We have sems members of cur family sven dowa in
Kemiouth County.

‘ I fall to ses, cspeaking mow a8 an individual, why we sheuld
'nave this eomplete invasion of the govermmental field inte the cemetery
lwawiness. Apparently it is designed es perhaps a single-purpose ast
lbecause of ene flagrant sbuse im the business.

| 1 would like to stead o my objections wiich I have set forth
in the letter.

i ~ - SEEAYOR VAN ALSTYNE: Thank you, M¥r. Bverts. 5id you give
|that eopy w Mrs. Samith fer the record?

f - MR, EVERTZs Yes, sir.

SENATOR SHERSHIN: May I ask that & copy also be sent to me?
i MR, BVERTZ: Yes, I'1l send you one.

f SENATOR VAN ALSTYNE: IX'd 1ike to eall om Kr. Joba Q. Dluhy -
& think I have pronounsed that eerrectly - ropécmmg the City of
oliften.

J MR, JOHN O, DLUHY: I would like the éamwu to know that
I represent the City of Clifton, the home town of Geuxior Shersbin, and
:w home town, It was in our towm that we had gonsiderabls 1itigation
!jrogarding the Fast and West Ridgelawn Cemeteries. We have had écm
;rxpcmncu with cemsteries in owr Wipnluy that have probably brought

mbout requests by the publie for legislation,
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1 ean go baock 0 1937 when I appeared on seversl vocesises in
meynnmm.umauwmmaumsm
+r»wmmmutwm of the practioes vhish you probably
Bave beard about and which yva prebably will read from the testimoay in
%Muhibiummtu Assembly Gommiites. I thisk Semter Shersitn |
bas speken about those and I believe that our memorendua plus the testimony

fiat ve gave before that committee would cutlins a good deal of thoss .

ém&m, without me having to refer to them here at this time,
However, we feel and we suggest to your committee that there
are prastices wiich should be studied and should be eliminated and

dome course of astion takes, We fesl, ibsrefors, that this bill is &
step in the right direstica.

_ ' I represented an individual at the requsst of owr governing
I[.v Yody at the time of the hearings befors the commitiss and there related
: one of the experiences of this mam, who I thought represented the public
for our purposes. I alse represeated the Mopwmant Assooiation, whiok had
mads a survey at my request, so that wve were able te get information
conaerning soas of these so-salled prastices in the State, not only in
Glifton. So whem I speak, I doa't speak of our own situstion enly.

’ Obe of the gentlemen spoke here and sald that the laws on the books now
; are adequate., I don't think so. That, of course, is my oyn opinion,
vt I feel that from our own experience in Clifton we can show you that
it is inadequate.
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We bad a cemmtery that want iate tm hands of the redelvers |
and we have Lad 1isigation over a peried of twenty years mad I Reve been
in that litigasion fer & goed number of years. We sought the help of

zm Attorney Censralts Offisa. We finally devimed the idea that the ons
‘way to get at the root of the trouble was to use the taxing power and
sventually we were able % get & deaision in wideh ihe Court of Arrors
‘and Appeals held that the censtery in tuls partioular case was operated
yi_tu- prefis.

[ Now, vhen we examined that sisuation,we feund that & gemetary
;:‘Ihteh had bad & franshise back many years 2go had gotten Into difficulties.
w. of the preoperty of that semetery was seld to another corporation
and the franchise wens with those desds. How we find that tals cemetery
m divided inte sextions. WUWe have ned one raural eemstery corporatiocn,
bt we have ulres. We have net omnly four corporations, vut we have
‘about seven, soms of xuioh are vusiness corporations.

We attacked the proulem another way. We thought Lecause of
sems of the compiaints, shall I say, adout perpetual sare, ﬁm: Au
ought to examine into that and when we did we found that the janking
and Insurance Comalssionsris hands are tied because of the wording of
the statute. I think one of the geatiemen said trusthfully that the
statute requires svery rural cemetery to {ile itheir repert., e that
as it may, when you nake a survey of the cemetery siiuation «- I am not

talking atout churoh or religioue cemetsries - you find rural cemetaries .



fiad business cerporaticns oparating cemssteriss and in cus ease
4 I knew of an iadividual or a family. fia that you have ssmsteries

bponm by speeixl ants ss well as rural cemsteries, Aiod when that

io the case, we find that thess other groups are not required wder

thds law to file statemsats of their invesiaents and 40 be examined,
Vhen you take the statute itself, it merely provides for a nominal
filing fea of £3 or $5, but 1t 1s a small amount, with the awdif or
ttatament of the finmnces. [ut it has no testh. It doemn't provide what
shall be done by the Banking Commissioner. It does provide in the eveat
« fllegal investment of funds, there shall be a right of action. Should
i‘:ot there bs & policing agensy of this state? Should not our Legis-
lature formulats sueh a plan? I think we have coms to that poimt in

this state, We don't say anything about the old-line ceuetsries. My
sxperiensce has been that many of them--most of thea have traveled thes
road that has been outlined here. But we find that the cemstery business
in this state is changing jJust like it is in other states. We find
ather types of operations which have been alluded to here,

Now, that is semething that has brought about the desire for
legislation as far back to ny memory as 1937, but when we get before the
legislative bodies we find that we agres that we nsud soms changes, We
offer owr halp, but that is as far as we have gotten to my knowiedge in
15 years., This ia the first real attesmpt to get some legislation wkieh

would provide for policing of the cemetery business. How, let's consider
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owr ovm coxrt systen. I am & lawyer and I believe mest of the Senators

jon the Committee are. Vs find at the convention they desided to bave a
iimui.a of the court systen. We have nov an administrative head of the

oourts and through thet sorrelatien of work and centralisaticn we find

‘that the system is operating better. Teke the cemstery business. Where i
‘an you o Lf you have s gowplaiad? The Looks are {illed with cases, 5
i but should that de the situation? Should the state permit everyons or
| require everycns %0 go into court to protect bis righte? ‘
: SENATOR QO'MARA: I hope you won't xind my inhrrupﬁu Jou. I'd
ks to got my wind oriented as you go along. Do you think the cm-m&
wbieh T understand you velieve 'shond bs ast up, should have the powsr
to promulgate rulas walch would im effect repeal sxisting statutes?

Mi. DLUHI: No, I would not go that far.

JENATOR O'MARA: The bill, however, says so.

¥R. DLUHYt I agree with you, Senator. I don't agree with
,that provision. I have examined the bill thoroughly snd I have some
comments that T would like to make if the Committee members desire.
Hovever, I don't want to take the time here because I think following
through on all these sections would take considerable time.
* : SENATOR O'MARA: I think I can speak for the ghair and tt;o
other meabers of the Committes and say we would be glad to have your
written suggestions. I am sure we would.

MR, DLUHY: QCentlemsn, I did want to make one comment which

I was leading up to. Now, when I said before there is no place you
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alatlon. T hove axewined soms vhieh {a ay epinica
Mmﬁ!phh«um“nmtmu
nnuthﬂ &nhupm ?nutgouthnmuwu. You
L-meuw ‘the cemetery peeple doa't have the finansea. They
*-*i&nmnun.
& [Ftea 4s an instemse that I think I ought to ¢ite to yeu besause he
| »wthanum“om-mmmmwu'
ﬁ"’wu(hmwmtumomlm. mwmuu. He
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Mums should be Mdb‘ s0ld on the side without some
&uu orgmisation Apprwug or duwmhg 1% oo the sane theory as a
Jublic utility. We fesl that we must have cemetaries. We feel as we go
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slong maybe csmeteriss will become aore and more ismportant because of

¢
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‘ mmumu. But we dea't fesl that semsteriss sheuld be
,ﬁﬂa un am 1n e Gl of Cliftea, leck, stoak md barrel, end
mmuwmu«mmmmnmnm
ast, net oven .mmm Jamyer.

“ ve feel ammnmmununupnmutmum
v%u some ma. e foel that tits ugnmm showld o —
M tbu unditun.

mmn VAR mms; M,’“’ Kr. Dluky. Any questions,

Etetiomeat

o Thet esooludes the pecple that desire to be heard at this time.
rnrﬁy-MuGhumemtmpmuhnmmbo
m,mMuand-uththd
munaqoanmotnmuumwnnmmouu |

m oould met be npmanm. And 1 nade the aumt at the time that

I ﬁwqhturunus to anﬂdaum this mn; o soms
q”vproprhu time. I'd liks to censult my colleagues here, What would
y?u tilnk abowt twe weeks from temight? Would twe weeks from tondght
be all righty
MR, BVERTZ: I think I was one in that category and I doa't
ﬂ“ﬂ.ﬂ that situation still pertains S.Mh as we bave put our ebjevtions
Jumm‘. Iuwhumotmtmmwgamm another
lengthy hearing.

KR. BAAR: Senator Y;n Alstyne, two things: I forgot to have

this brochure entered in the record. It is a puvlioation of the Associatiion

1
"
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,’t Comestory OLOAMLAMGY . o g Bovw LoGipiths
SESATOR VAN ALOYINE: MMk rAeAVe . o otio cc. Thicr,
(Brmohwre prepsred by e K. J. Stste mu*u o . o
Ceme tory Omchln nntul.od "Bo ttu lm mt mdm
L .. 68 an eERibAS.) ¢ i e

‘ - MRe. BAARY Secondly, om behalf of the Assecistien, we feel .
1‘& this Gime. that we have pressated cur ¢ase as fully as Lt mey be
1] f . SENATOR VAN mmna _§enator Shershim, vhat have you te say |
+h¢¢% 1Y) |

. SENATOR SKEMSHIN) I know Deputy Attornsy General Ossie Bilber
?m was assigned to tbe Comsittes would like to address the Committes. :

jﬁ‘hat can be a matter of convoniense, Any day that you want to maks 1t
i;oau* business to meet with him in Trenton, he is avallable, If he is
th- only other wituess that has to be heard, I thiack we can arrange that
sven before our regular meeting or soxe svening.

SENATOR VAN ALSTYNE: Sonator Shershin, bow would two weeks
from tonight do?
| SERATOR SHERSHIM: I don't even think you hevs to make it an
;vonins meoting. I have no objeetion to that, ve will be in recess, will
ﬁ not? Will we be in recess or is thet April the 13th?

SENATOR O'MARA1 That is the day we recess.

SENATOR SHERSHIM: That is fine for me and I am sure it will
be perfectly all right for Ar. 8ilber. Judge Carey, I think, wants to be
heard,
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mmk mwm umhn u-um.{
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SENATOR VAN ALSTINEs; All right, zmmmtw
mvtnnmn untid mto'-mmm.wmnm.q
Mtcu@%r. I wish to thank yeu all for deming and I tbuk:mroq
gtb aom vay in vhich you have presented your sass mmo-um.}
'im uuomx: teke wder fyll oeasiderstion mryﬂnu you have |

E
pdd. mm-mw o }
|
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Assessed Valuations and Property Taxes Faid by Bew Jorssy Cemsteries and Ursveyards
for 1550 as Revealsd by Information Supplisd by Local Tax Asssssors and Collectors (a)

TOTAL NET S
COUNTY FROPERTY OF ALL P CERETERIES OF CRRETRRTES .
VALGAT ON CEMETERIRS PAYING NO . - PAYING SOME nm TAIES
IN COUNTY (b) TALES TAIRS WERE PAID PAID .
Atlantie 2 139,l13,L6F § 104,085 3 91,0000  § 13,085 31,395 8§ 169.%6.
bergeq £75,802,65h 1,754,159 1,353,560 400,599 78,60 " §,57h,A8°
Burlington 86,617,280 204,778 201,525 3,25 3,250 o 18655
Camden 278,255,243 1,260,290 1,222,200 38,050 12,050 .  903.55%
Cape ray 59,807.576 20;‘50 20,65“ . - ' T .
Cusberland 56,880,171 135,000 135,000 - R o
Gloucester 507,687 90,250 88,650 1,600 1,600 . . 106.88.
Hudson 1’036'63039Th 3’093'% 3,093,5@ . , i
Hunterdon 40,365,784 83,550 83,550 ‘ ‘ I oo
Hercer 278,465,899 Th9,775 - 679,690 - 70,085 = 10,685 . W81.BT
Hiddlesex 250,768,927 ch8,865 - k72,289 76,576 - %,9%0 - 2,840.3%
Honmouth 199,991,277 LLh,560 . h33,55% - 11,010 3,010° - 150.93
Morris 152,796,138 326,893 . 32,193 - - h.m s b,700 27805
Ocean 59,Th7,207 - R2,LTS - h2M?§ - o T B
Fassaie 1139,2k2,142 808,600 8,600 . - ST
Semerset gg%’%% 9?&’8,133 o gi'ggg ":;9"‘500 soo .
: rse 3¢h0, , 104, . b : §,500
~ Sussex 33,621,697 79,400 s;]z,m R o L
Union 585,036,176 596,860 5,860 72,000( Ny 20,016 : 3.,073.33
Warren 43,974,600 10h, 900 _10k,900 - ' T % L
TOTAL $5,564,408,870 314,467,677 415,767,222 m.&s;; . M.‘?)‘T m.m.w

(a) Based oa reperts from 521 of 564, er 92.37% of tax ‘astriots of B.. :. Mmu
a guestionnairs circulated to the assessors er osllsctars of all tax disiricts.
(b) Ansual report, Mvislon of Taxatioa, Wt ot m i.&., w Fe. 30.
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Gepy-of: MAiNAt sulmitted Wy V. R Nerebn; veptesenting Te:« . ¢ ons
n-pm m Mw pt Fyotheld), :New mg Gentlieg o :

DR flff{d“‘f ooy

., .

Tos e, a-mun hu a- mt ctwﬂ otavu um onlydn e

: appesrennt of the greve of your sdet 2eved srm but alee in your family:
| p1OS and/ the censtery as a vhelei: Therefore, plcase glvw: mm
%0 the whele and not only to the part in which your‘speeial interest is

‘.

maawwofmfugmmum«wwmw
ot mmtund lmu.mmtttﬂnumyuumma

" for ws %o buy about 2 hours of work for you sach year in the present
" labor sarket; whersis, ve sust mew gour plots and paths leading :therete

from 2040 20 tines ssch your; tyin sround yowr 7000 stones, irim your
. SEIVARETY, ‘TIseVE your desd flewérs; keep 3 miles 'of street im-erder at
' 812 thmes ‘for your wee, refill apd ressed hundreds of sunkem graves sach
‘immw,mwmsmminwmnmm
i’dmm“mmm«lwnmmv =

¥

e»mmuumw, Mwhurrm&mthmupulm
v&mmm of largs and speedy power squipment) hend werk is:te0
eestlys wat notwithstanding owr forwes sppesls; 1ast year mamy of you
agein dug Moles in the sod fer flgdern and containite; pleced flewer bas-
kets; fraternal exhlens, flags, etsi, 1sid wreaths ind blankets of flower:
preaiseucusly upon graves amd on all parss of yeur plots, as wuch as a
week before Memorial Day, and did not remove many of them until more

then 3 week thereafter. Thus for more than twe weeks we eould net get
threugh with our pover equipment, and msanvhile, heavy rains eaused the
grass to got shead of us, and te hide from sight the hundreds of heles,
wires, stiske, antones, a#ts., that you used for supports, ‘and which ssused
nmy sccidents, damsging our aostly equirment end injuring cur employees.
Fortunately, no damsge suite were drought against you or wse 4 month
slapsed before we could asgain mtero tm omuvy u a pnmublo
mdium

‘Please W that & few well chosen nmn are suffieient as a
nemorial and to add besuty; quality, not quantity, contributes rost in de
sign. Flease plant flowers or place ecut flowers, stc., within 1 foot fio
nonuments; no bush of sny kind should be planted in front of a monusent;
plant bushes only at the ends of mmenta; and no hushes 6R corners or
other parts of plots.

0f the 1800 who own plots, mord than 200 of you huve entirely aban-
doned your plote to ocur care at cur expense and yet you spend dollars upc
flowers to decorate; a few others who care for your own plois, thereby in




: mofm,muumwwmhunwnmer
. ownars baw detsased; have oot filed your names; sddresses, and ¢lains
- of right, title and intersst therein with the sesretary in sscordanve
; With the lawg Wﬁyu&nu“ﬁw of contasting you extepting

wmm;»uub

; mmamatwumﬂmuv pons s aod Next
um,mubmwmmmmhwm;um !
mzmmumuhkm,mumm,mz
incresass then at least 250% more, plaeing taxes seechd to labor cost en
@mmMNW ftﬁm “Anaene i . W ‘eMindt be
,mwmummmump sade net wily euda, dut
:umm&m,w mpmuaﬁmbmmmm
. Wmtﬂ&hﬂnwmwm,umm
’ mwinm Togues wiiteh nilitate partiowlarly against semeteries
: resdlt in the fimensisl ruin thereof and consequent
wutmnmﬂmummmfﬂmuawwmm
 Thousands of stemes stand mbigiswily in disgredeMlly neglolited saneter!
snd plets Wheeughowt eur country as FORGOTTEN HEMORTALS to our desd.

The éaly elterpative ie wunieipel ecometeries,  Cerfainly pelitieall:
mgﬂmuﬂum be save cosdly and less sffistont than under the
pressnt systen, vhereby public spirited citisens serve you for little,

i any, Watm, pa-arit or otlwr Teason ﬁua thnn' mv pride.

mu !« haw Mu;m ycu ehureh as m hnn of your
. Gody you bave dedisated your Semetery lands as His also. Ve have given
you ons of the best cared for cemeteries in this state. May ve have




ngm g, Everts,

Déar Senator Veti Alutyns:
Tbh Bill is highly objectionable for the fuvllowing reasons:

. It s most extrems and touny unrelated, either to the needs
of cm’umt or of the public.

‘ "% 1S jresily sxsseds sny m md for um:tioa we 4n fact,
" 1t thresteny the actual future existenve of cemstery institutions in this
Stats.

: 3. It deprives tie tiustees ¢t our sany fine cemsteries of the

' benefits of the precent Cemstery Asts and other wets; removing all

. independence of astion and judgment comserning the promotion of the

- sale of ground, the right to fix reasonable charges for maintenamoe and
servises, and generally goverm their own affairs.

ke It s confiscatory in that it abrogates existing contract

rights or charges against plot helders, penalising ccoperative members
of such sssosiations.

S« It removes the rights of trustees and diregtors of ascess to
the Courts, substituting therefor the clearance of claims through a
proposed Cemetery Board.

6. It improperly dslegates powers to s proposed cozmission, even
to the point of repealing existing statutes by the mere sdoption of =

regulation (see paragraph #22).

7« It imposes exorbitant and harsh penal ties for violation of
vaguely deserided regulations of the proposed lew or the regulations
adopted pursuant thersto.

8. Imnclusion of perpetual carein the sales price of a grave tends
to make the cost of the plot prohibitive.

9. It prohibits fair agreemsents which could provide perpetual cars
on a realistic basis,



: mmmsm.mummocmmmmu
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sepetery experiense; with otly such public mesbers as are eonsidered
mhmmmummnmummm

‘.

Ve represent Riverside Cemetery of Saddle River Township, New

:orm, and know thst many ether fine cemeteriss, Doth emald and

are dlzmetrioally opposed to this very drastis M11 nd vill se indieate
m;puhluhtm m&mwt, Mareh JOth; end even in greater
Mmmmﬁmﬁm - hearing date 10 parnit meny to be

- there whs can not sttend om mmam

Yours 'm':r sinserely,
/e/ w‘l" G M.




