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7. “Enforcement of Federal Manufactured Home
Standards” which may be cited throughout the regulations
as N.J.A.C. 5:23-4C and when referred to in subchapter
4C may be cited as this subchapter.

8. “Licensing of Code Enforcement Officials” which
may be cited throughout the regulations as N.J.A.C.
5:23-5 and when referred to in subchapter 5 of this
chapter may be cited as this subchapter.

9. ‘“Rehabilitation Subcode” which may be cited
throughout the regulations as N.J.A.C. 5:23-6 and, when
referred to in subchapter 6 of this chapter, may be cited
as this subchapter.

10. “Barrier Free Subcode” which may be cited
throughout the regulations as N.J.A.C. 5:23-7 and when
referred to in subchapter 7 of this chapter may be cited as
this subchapter.

11. “Asbestos Hazard Abatement Subcode” which
may be cited throughout the regulations as N.J.A.C.
5:23-8 and when referred to in subchapter 8 of this
chapter may be cited as this subchapter.

12. “Code Interpretations” which may be cited
throughout the regulations as N.J.A.C. 5:23-9 and when
referred to in subchapter 9 of this chapter may be cited as
this subchapter.

13. “Radon Hazard Subcode” which may be cited
throughout the regulations as N.J.A.C. 5:23-10 and when
referred to in subchapter 10 of this chapter may be cited
as this subchapter.

14. “Playground safety subcode” which may be cited
throughout this chapter as N.J.A.C. 5:23-11 and, when
referred to in subchapter 11 of this chapter, may be cited
as “this subchapter.”

15. “Elevator Safety Subcode” which may be cited
throughout the rules as N.J.A.C. 5:23-12 and when re-
ferred to in subchapter 12 of this chapter may be cited as

- this subchapter.

16. “Optional elevator inspection program” which
may be cited throughout the rules as N.J.A.C. 5:23-12A
and, when referred to in subchapter 12A of this chapter,
may be cited as “this subchapter.”

Amended by R.1978 d.350, eff. October 1, 1978.
See: 10 N.J.R. 378(a), 10 N.J.R. 469(f).
Amended by R.1987 d.509, effective December 7, 1987.
See: 19 N.J.R. 1264(a), 19 N.J.R. 2270(a).
(b) substantially amended.
Amended by R.1990 d.226, effective May 7, 1990.
See: 21 N.J.R. 3696(a), 22 N.J.R. 1356(a).
Added 9 and 10 to (b).
Amended by R.1990 d.313, effective June 18, 1990.
See: 22 N.J.R. 691(a), 22 N.J.R. 1915(b).
Text added at (b)5.
Amended by R.1990 d.562, effective November 19, 1990.
See: 22 N.J.R. 2629(c), 22 N.J.R. 3482(d).
Added reference to N.J.A.C. 7:14B.
Amended by R.1991 d.325, effective July 1, 1991.
See: 23 NJ.R. 805(a), 23 N.J.R. 2046(a).
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Text on elevators added at (b).

Amended by R.1992 d.183, effective April 20, 1992.
See: 24 N.J.R. 167(a), 24 N.J.R. 1475(b).

Reference to Indoor Air Quality Subcode added at (b)12.
Amended by R.1994 d.96, effective February 22, 1994,

See: 25 N.J.R. 5388(a), 26 N.J.R. 1073(a).
Amended by R.1997 d.409, effective October 6, 1997.
See: 29 N.J.R. 2736(a), 29 N.J.R. 4281(a).

Deleted (b)14.

Amended by R.1998 d.28, effective January 5, 1998.
See: 29 NJ.R. 3603(a), 30 N.J.R. 129(a).

In (b)9, substituted “Rehabilitation Subcode” for “Tax Exemptions”.
Amended by R.1998 d.480, effective September 21, 1998.
See: 30 N.J.R. 1119(b), 30 N.J.R. 3461(a).

In (b), added 16.

Amended by R.1999 d.351, effective October 18, 1999.
See: 31 N.J.R. 1838(a), 31 N.J.R. 3082(a).
Rewrote (b)14.

Case Notes

Councilperson violated local ethics law; project manager for private
construction company. Bleeker v. Local Finance Board, 94 N.J.A.R.2d
(CAF) 122.

5:23-1.2 Authority

These regulations are promulgated by the Commissioner
of the Department of Community Affairs pursuant to the
authority of the “State Uniform Construction -Code Act”
(P.L. 1975, ¢.217, as amended).

5:23-1.3 Intent and purpose

(a) It is the intent and purpose of the regulations:

1. To encourage innovation and economy in construc-
tion and to provide requirements for construction and
construction materials consistent with nationally recog-
nized standards.

2. To formulate such requirements, to the extent prac-

ticable, in terms of performance objectives, so as to make
adequate performance for the use intended as the test of
acceptability.

3. To permit to the fullest extent feasible the use of
modern technical methods, devices and improvements,
including premanufactured systems, consistent with rea-
sonable requirements for the health, safety and welfare of
occupants or users of buildings and structures.

" 4. To eliminate restrictive, obsolete, conflicting and
unnecessary construction regulations that tend to unnec-
essarily increase construction costs or retard the use of
new materials, products or methods of construction, or
provide preferential treatment to types or classes of mate-
rials or products or methods of construction.

5. To insure adequate maintenance of buildings and
structures throughout the State and to adequately protect
the health, safety and welfare of the people.

6. To eliminate unnecessary duplication of effort and
fees in the review of construction plans and the inspection
of construction.

Supp. 5-19-03
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Case Notes

Intent is elimination of construction regulations by local government
units. Home Builders League of South Jersey, Inc. v. Evesham Twp.,
174 N.J.Super. 252, 416 A.2d 81 (Law Div.1980).

Uniform Construction Code codified in regulations. Bureau of
Construction Code Enforcement v. Hasbrouck Heights, 4 N.J.A.R. 282
(1983).

5:23-1.4 Definitions

The following words and terms, when used in this chapter,
shall have the following meanings unless the context clearly
indicates otherwise:

“Alteration” means the rearrangement of any space by
the construction of walls or partitions, the addition or
elimination of any door or window, the extension or rear-
rangement of any system, the installation of any additional
equipment or fixtures and any work which affects a primary
structural component.

“Building” means a structure enclosed with exterior walls
or fire walls, built, erected and framed of component struc-
tural parts, designed for the housing shelter, enclosure and
support of individuals, animals or property of any kind.
When used herein, building and structure shall be inter-
changeable except where the context clearly indicates other-
wise.

“Building subcode official” means a qualified person ap-
pointed by the municipal appointing authority or the com-
missioner pursuant to the act and the regulations to enforce
the provisions of the building subcode within the jurisdiction
of the enforcing agency.

“Business day” means any day of the year, exclusive of
Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays.

“Certificate of approval” means a certificate issued pursu-
ant to N.J.A.C. 5:23-2 upon completion of work that re-
quires a construction permit but not a certificate of occu-

pancy.

“Certificate of compliance” means the certificate provid-
ed for in N.J.A.C. 5:23-2 and 12, indicating that potentially
hazardous equipment is being maintained in accordance
with the Act and this chapter.

“Certificate of continued occupancy” means the certifi-
cate provided for in NJ.A.C. 5:23-2, indicating that as a
result of a general inspection of the visible parts of the
building, no violations of N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.14 have been
determined to have occurred and no unsafe conditions
violative of N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.32 have been found, and that
the existing use of the building has heretofore lawfully
existed.

Supp. 5-19-03
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“Certificate of occupancy” means the certificate provided
for in N.J.A.C. 5:23-2, indicating that the construction
authorized by the construction permit has been completed
in accordance with the construction permit, the act and the
regulations.

“Change of use” means a change from one use to another
use in a building or tenancy or portion thereof.

“Class I structure” means a structure not listed in
N.J.A.C. 5:23-4.3A(d)1i through v or 2ii through xx.

“Class II structure” means a structure listed in N.J.A.C.
5:23-4.3A(d)2ii through xx.

“Class III structure” means a structure listed in N.J.A.C.
5:23-4.3A(d)1i through v.

“Commissioner” means the Commissioner of the Depart-
ment of Community Affairs.

“Construction Board of Appeals” means the board pro-
vided for in N.J.A.C. 5:23A.

“Construction official” means a qualified person appoint-
ed by the municipal appointing authority or the commission-
er pursuant to the act and the regulations to enforce and
administer the regulations within the jurisdiction of the
enforcing agency.

“Construction permit” means an authorization to begin
work subject to the conditions established in subchapter 2 of
this chapter.

“Department” means the Department of Community Af-
fairs.

“Effective date” means, in the case of a new rule, amend-
ment or repeal, the date of promulgation in the New Jersey
Register. The effective date of a readoption is the date of
filing with the Office of Administrative Law.

“Electrical subcode official” means a qualified person
appointed by the municipal appointing authority or the
commissioner pursuant to the act and the regulations to
enforce and provisions of the electrical subcode within the
jurisdiction of the enforcing agency.

“Elevator” or “elevator device” means a hoisting and
lowering device equipped with a car or platform which
moves in guides for the transportation of individuals or
freight in a substantially vertical direction through successive
floors or levels of a building or structure; or a power driven,
inclined, continuous stairway used for raising or lowering
passengers; or a type of passenger carrying device on which
passengers stand or walk, and in which the passenger carry-
ing surface remains parallel to its direction of motion and is
uninterrupted. This includes, but it is not limited to, eleva-
tors, escalators, moving walks, dumbwaiters, wheelchair lifts,
manlifts, stairway chairlifts and any device within the scope
of ASME A17.1 (Safety Code for Elevators and Escalators)
or ASME A90.1 (Safety Standards for Belt Manlifts).

Next Page is 23-6.1
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“Elevator subcode official” means a qualified person ap-
pointed by the municipal appointing authority or the Com-
missioner, pursuant to the Act and this chapter, to enforce
the provisions of any subcode specifically designated for
such enforcement in N.J.A.C. 5:23-3, within the jurisdiction
of the enforcing agency.

“Enforcing agency” means the municipal or State admin-
istrative entity charged with the administration and enforce-

ment of the regulations consisting of the construction offi-

cial, subcode officials and assistants thereto appointed in
accordance with N.J.S.A. 52:27D-126 of the act and the
regulations.

“Equipment” means plumbing, heating, electrical, venti-
lating, air conditioning, refrigerating and fire prevention
equipment, and elevators, dumb waiters, escalators, boilers,
pressure vessels and other mechanical facilities or installa-
tions, which are related to building services and shall not
include manufacturing, production or process equipment,
but which shall include connections from building service to
process equipment.

“Facility” for the purpose of applying for an annual
permit means exclusive of a hotel/casino, a building or
group of buildings under common ownership or control and
whose maintenance work is performed under the direct
supervision of a maintenance supervisor.

“Fire protection subcode official” means a qualified per-
son appointed by the appropriate appointing authority or
the commissioner pursuant to the act and the regulations to
enforce those portions of any subcode, specifically designat-
ed for such enforcement in N.J.A.C. 5:23-3, within the
jurisdiction of the enforcing agency.

“Health care facility” means the facility or institution,
whether public or private, engaged principally in providing
services for health maintenance organizations, diagnosis or
treatment of human disease, pain, injury, deformity or physi-
cal condition, including but not limited to a general hospital,
special hospital, mental hospital, public health center, diag-
nostic center, treatment center, rehabilitation center, ex-
tended care facility, skilled nursing home, nursing home,
intermediate care facility, tuberculosis hospital, chronic dis-
ease hospital, maternity hospital, outpatient clinic, dispensa-
1y, home health care agency, home for the sheltered care of
adult persons, and bioanalytical laboratory or central ser-
vices facility serving one or more such institutions, but
excluding institutions that provide healing solely by prayer.

1. This definition shall not be deemed to include
nurses, doctors, or other staff housing not attached in
accordance with minimum fire separation standards in the
building subcode; administrative offices not attached in
accordance with minimum fire separation standards in the
building subcode; parking garages, or other such facilities
for which the Federal government does not impose stan-
dards as a condition of funding. '

23-6.1

“Hearing examiner” means a person appointed by the
commissioner to conduct hearings, summarize evidence and
make findings of fact.

“Lead abatement” means a process designed either to
mitigate or to eliminate permanently lead-based paint haz-
ards on a premises and includes, but is not limited to: the
removal of lead-based paint and lead-contaminated dust;
the containment or encapsulation of lead-based paint; the
replacement of lead-painted surfaces or fixtures; the remov-
al or covering of lead-contaminated soil; and all prepara-
tion, cleanup, disposal and post-abatement clearance testing
activities associated with such measures. “Lead abatement”
shall not include painting, woodworking, structural renova-
tion or other indoor or outdoor contracting services that
may result in the disturbance of paint, unless it is evident
from the statements and/or actions of a person or persons
authorizing or performing such services that an objective of
the work is the mitigation or permanent elimination of a
lead-based paint hazard.

“Lead evaluation” means a surface-by-surface investiga-
tion to determine the presence and condition of lead-based
paint and the provision of a report explaining the results of
the investigation, including, but not limited to, hazards and
recommendations for abatement.

“Maintenance” means the replacement or mending of
existing work with equivalent materials or the provision of
additional work or material for the purpose of the safety,
healthfulness and upkeep of the structure and the adher-
ence to such other standards of upkeep as are required in
the interest of public safety, health and welfare.

“Major work” means any construction work for which any
prior approvals are required, any construction of a new
structure not previously occupied and any construction work
other than ordinary repairs otherwise not qualifying as
“minor work” or a “small job”.

“Manufactured home” means a structure, transportable in
one or more sections, which in the traveling mode, is eight
body feet or more in width, or 40 body feet or more in
length, or, when erected on site, is 320 or more square feet,
and which is built on a permanent chassis and designed to
be used as a dwelling with or without a permanent founda-
tion when connected to the required utilities, and includes
the plumbing, heating, air conditioning and electrical sys-
tems contained therein; except that such term shall also
include any structure which meets all of the requirements of
this paragraph except the size requirements and with respect
to which the manufacturer has voluntarily filed a certifica-
tion required by the Secretary of the United States Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development and complies
with the standards established under 42 U.S.C. Section 5401
et seq.

“Minor work” means construction work undertaken in
existing structures, requiring no prior approvals and no plan

Supp. 5-19-03
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review, not altering in any way the structural members of a
building and meeting the definition set forth in N.J.A.C.
5:23-2.17A.

“Municipality” means any city, borough, town, township
or village.

“Municipal Procedures Manual” means the book estab-
lished by the Commissioner, effective January 1, 1984, and
any subsequent revisions, detailing the steps to be followed
in completing, processing and filing the standards forms,
logs and reports required for administration and enforce-
ment of the State Uniform Construction Code.

“Operative date” means the date upon which the Depart-

ment and local enforcing agencies shall enforce, and all
parties shall comply with, an effective rule. Unless other-
wise provided in the notice of adoption published in the
New Jersey Register, the effective date is the operative date.

“Ordinary maintenance” means restoration or improve-
ment of a routine or usual nature which is done by replacing
a part of, or putting together, something that is worn or
broken in a building, electrical, plumbing, heating, ventila-
tion or air conditioning system and meeting the definition
set forth in N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.7.

“Owner” means the owner or owners in fee of the

property or a lesser estate therein, a mortgagee or vendee in

possession, an assignee of rents, receiver, executor, trustee,
lessee or any other person, firm or corporation, directly or
indirectly in control of a building, structure or real property
and shall include any subdivision thereof of the State.

“Plans and specifications” means and includes all of the
written, graphic and pictorial documents prepared or assem-
bled for describing the design, location and physical charac-
teristics of the elements of the project controlled by these
rules and necessary for obtaining a permit. They shall be
drawn to an appropriate scale. Where the plans and specifi-
cations show, describe or document features of the project
not controlled by these rules, the portion(s) of the plans and
specifications showing features not controlled by these rules
shall not be considered to be “plans and specifications”
within the meaning of this definition.

“Plumbing subcode official” means a qualified person
appointed by the municipal appointing authority or the
commissioner pursuant to the act and the regulations to
enforce the provisions of the plumbing subcode within the
jurisdiction of the enforcing agency.

“Premanufactured system” or “premanufactured con-
struction” means an assembly of materials or products that
is intended to comprise all or part of a building or structure
and that is assembled off-site by a repetitive process under
circumstances intended to insure uniformity of quality and
material content. The term shall include, but not be limited
to, manufactured homes and industrialized/modular build-
ings.

Supp. 5-19-03

“Primary function space” means a room or space housing
a major activity for which the building or tenancy is intend-
ed, including, but not limited to, office area, auditorium,
assembly space, dining room, bar or lounge, warchouse,
factory, dwelling, care, confinement, retail, and educational
spaces, but not including kitchens, bathrooms, storage rooms
or other spaces supporting a primary function space. A
building or tenancy may contain more than one primary
function space.

“Prior approvals” means the necessary certifications or
approvals issued or authorized by any Federal or State
agency, or any political subdivision of the State, which are
not inconsistent with this chapter and which are conditions
precedent to the issuance of a construction permit or a
certificate of occupancy or approval, as the case may be.
Prior approvals shall include, but not be limited to, the
following:

1. Zoning;

2. Soil erosion and sediment control;

3. Highway curb cuts;

4. Water and sewer treatment works approvals;
5. Coastal areas facilities review;

6. Compliance of underground storage tank systems
with N.J.A.C. 7:14B;

i. An approval granted by the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection or the construction official by
authority of N.J.A.C. 7:14B shall be deemed to be a
prior approval;

7. Educational adequacy review of public school facili-
ties under N.J.A.C. 6A:26;

8. Pinelands review; and

9. Compliance of abandoned wells with N.J.A.C.
7:9-9.

i. Compliance with N.J.A.C. 7:9-9.1 shall be evi-
denced by a certification issued by a well driller li-
censed by the Department of Environmental Protec-
tion.

“Private inplant inspection agency”, or “evaluation and
inspection agency”, means a business entity authorized pur-
suant to N.J.A.C. 5:23-4 or 4A to approve premanufactured
construction.

“Private on-site inspection and plan review agencies”
means a business entity authorized pursuant to N.J.A.C.
5:23-4 to act in lieu of a subcode official.

“Public school facility” means any building or part thereof
used by a local, regional or consolidated board of education
as a primary or secondary school.

23-6.2
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“Reconstruction” means any project where the extent and
nature of the work is such that the work area cannot be
occupied while the work is in progress and where a new
certificate of occupancy is required before the work area can
be reoccupied. Reconstruction may include repair, renova-
tion, alteration or any combination thereof. Reconstruction
shall not include projects comprised only of floor finish
replacement, painting or wallpapering, or the replacement
of equipment or furnishings. Asbestos hazard abatement
and lead hazard abatement projects shall not be classified as
reconstruction solely because occupancy of the work area is
not permitted.

“Rehabilitation” means the repair, renovation, alteration
or reconstruction of any building or structure.

“Renovation” means the removal and replacement or
covering of existing interior or exterior finish, trim, doors,
windows, or other materials with new materials that serve
the same purpose and do not change the configutation of
space. Renovation shall include the replacement of equip-
ment or fixtures.

“Repair” means the restoration to a good or sound
condition of materials, systems and/or components that are
worn, deteriorated or broken using materials or components
identical to or closely similar to the existing.

“Small job” means construction work requiring no prior
approvals and the total cost of which is under $5,000. A
“small job” may involve more than one trade and may
require plan review.

“State sponsored code change proposal” means any pro-
posed amendment or code change adopted by the commis-
sioner in accordance with subsection c. of section 6 of the
act as amended for the purpose of presenting such proposed
amendment or code change at any of the periodic code
change hearings held by the National Model Code adoption
agencies, the codes of which have been adopted as subcodes
under the Act. For purposes of this definition a State
sponsored code change proposal may also oppose any code
change under consideration by a model code agency.

“Stop construction order” means the order provided for
in NJ.S.A. 52:27D-132 of the act and N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.

“Structure” means a combination of materials to form a
construction for occupancy, use or ornamentation, whether
installed on, above, or below the surface of a parcel of land,;
provided, the word “structure” shall be construed when used
herein as though followed by the words “or part or parts
thereof and all equipment therein” unless the context clearly
requires a different meaning.

“Subcode” means any of the national model codes, parts
thereof or other codes or standards as adopted by reference
in N.J.A.C. 5:23-3 or as set forth in N.J.A.C. 5:23-7, §, 10
and 12.

23-6.3

“Tenancy” means an entire building, or that portion of a
building or story, which is or is intended to be under the
control of a single owner or tenant.

“Use” means that portion of a building or tenancy which
is devoted to a single use group or special use or occupancy,
as defined in the building subcode, or as established by the
provisions of any other subcode for the purpose of specify-
ing special requirements applicable to that portion of a
building or tenancy.

“Work area” means any entire use, primary function
space or tenancy comprising all or part of a reconstruction
project as delineated on the approved permit application
and/or plans.

As amended, R.1977 d.256, effective August 1, 1977.
See: 9 N.J.R. 164(a), 9 N.J.R. 358(a).

As amended, R.1978 d.162, effective June 1, 1978.
See: 10 N.J.R. 141(a), 10 N.J.R. 225(a).

As amended, R.1981 d.133, effective May 7, 1981.
See: 13 N.J.R. 119(a), 13 N.J.R. 258(c).

“Certificate of continued occupancy” and “prior approvals” recodi-
fied.

As amended, R.1982 d.7, effective February 1, 1982.
See: 13 N.J.R. 717(a), 14 N.J.R. 142(a).

“Manufactured home” was “mobile home”, and definition substan-
tially amended. Added “or premanufactured construction” to “pre-
manufactured system”, and added “The terms ... homes”.

As amended, R.1983 d.611, eff. January 3, 1984.
See: 15 N.I.R. 1789(a), 16 N.J.R. 45(b).

Added definitions of “major work”, “minor work”, “municipal proce-
dures manual”, “ordinary repair” and “small job”.
As amended, R.1984 d.120, effective April 16, 1984.
See: 16 N.J.R. 179(a), 16 N.J.R. 873(a).

“Certificate of occupancy” added “N.J.A.C. 5:23-1.4 have ..
found” to definitions.

Amended by R.1985 d.351, effective July 15, 1985.
See: 17 N.JR. 1029(a), 17 N.J.R. 1756(b).

Definition for “Facility” added. _
Amended by R.1990 d.57, effective February 5, 1990.
See: 21 N.J.R. 3345(b), 22 N.J.R. 350(b).

Reference to compliance with N.J. Underground Storage of Hazard-
ous Substances Act, and deletion of language excluding “public school
buildings” from definitions of “building” and “structure”.

Amended by R.1990 d.313, effective June 18, 1990.
See: 22 N.J.R. 691(a), 22 N.J.R. 1915(b).

Industrialized/modular buildings added to definition of premanufac-
tured system.

Amended by R.1991 d.325, effective July 1, 1991.
See: 23 N.J.R. 805(a), 23 N.J.R. 2046(a).

Definitions of certificate of approval, elevator and elevator subcode

official added.
Amended by R.1992 d.244, effective June 15, 1992.
See: 24 NJ.R. 1147(a), 24 N.J.R. 2243(a).

Definitions added for Class I, II and III structures.
Amended by R.1993 d.420, effective September 7, 1993.
See: 25 N.J.R. 2158(a), 25 N.J.R. 4072(a).
Amended by R.1993 d.580, effective November 15, 1993.
See: 25 N.J.R. 3692(a), 25 N.J.R. 5145(c).
Administrative Correction.
See: 26 N.J.R. 2779(c).
Amended by R.1995 d.381, effective July 17, 1995.
See: 27 N.J.R. 970(a), 27 N.J.R. 2715(a).
Amended by R.1995 d.544, effective October 16, 1995.
See: 27 N.J.R. 2827(a), 27 N.J.R. 3933(a).
Amended by R.1996 d.190, effective April 15, 1996.
See: 28 N.J.R. 320(a), 28 N.J.R. 1981(a).

Added “construction documents”.

. been
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Amended by R.1996 d.236, effective May 20, 1996 (operative January 1,

1997).

See: 27 N.J.R. 4050(a), 28 N.J.R. 2586(a).
Amended by R.1996 d.323, effective July 15, 1996 (operative January 1,

1997).
See: 28 N.J.R. 2112(a), 28 N.J.R. 3549(a).
Amended by R.1997 d.409, effective October 6, 1997.
See: 29 N.J.R. 2736(a), 29 N.J.R. 4281(a).

Amended “Prior approvals” and “Subcode”.
Amended by R.1997 d.417, effective October 6, 1997.
See: 29 N.J.R. 3387(a), 29 N.J.R. 4285(a).

Amended “Prior approvals” and “Public school facility”.
Amended by R.1998 d.28, effective January 5, 1998.

See: 29 N.J.R. 3603(a), 30 N.J.R. 129(a).

In list of definitions, added “Alteration”, “Change of use”, “Primary
function space”, “Reconstruction”, “Rehabilitation”, ‘“Renovation”,
“Repair”, “Tenancy”, “Use”, “Work area”.

Amended by R.1999 d.424, effective December 6, 1999.
See: 31 N.J.R. 2428(a), 31 N.J.R. 4001(c).

Changed “Ordinary repair” definition to “Ordinary maintenance”.

Administrative change.

See: 34 N.J.R. 1022(a).

Amended by R.2003 d.216, effective May 19, 2003.
See: 35 N.J.R. 16(a), 35 N.J.R. 2203(a).

Deleted “Construction documents”; added “Plans and specifica-
tions”.

Case Notes

Citation to definitions of construction permit and certificate of
occupancy. Home Builders League of South Jersey, Inc. v. Evesham
Twp., 174 N.J.Super. 252, 416 A.2d 81 (Law Div.1980).

Citation to mobile home definition in former regulation (similar to
present manufactured home definition); mobile homes acceptable form
of moderate cost housing. Southern Burlington County N.A.A.CP. v.
Twp. of Mt. Laurel, 161 N.J.Super. 317, 391 A.2d 935 (Law Div.1978)
affirmed in part, reversed in part 92 N.J. 158, 456 A.2d 390, on remand
207 N.J.Super 169, 504 A.2d 66.

Applicant for construction permit must provide assurances that nec-
essary prior approvals obtained. Riggins v. Pinelands Commission, 8
N.J.AR. 441 (1985).

5:23-1.5 Effective date

(a) The provisions of the regulations shall take effect on
January 1, 1977. All construction regulations incorporated
in any act of the State of New Jersey, or of any municipality
presently in effect, or validly promulgated or enacted by any
board, department, commission or agency thereof, shall
continue in effect until January 1, 1977, and shall thereafter
be superseded and of no further force and effect. Any law
or regulation addressing areas for which the commissioner
shall not have promulgated a subcode may continue in effect
until such time as a subcode therefor is adopted.

(b) Exceptions include:

1. This section shall not apply to those aspects of the
act which were capable of taking effect on the effective
date of the act.

2. This section shall not apply to those parts of
NJ.A.C. 5:23-4 which require the adoption of a resolu-
tion or other action prior to the effective date. Such
section shall take effect upon adoption.

3. This section shall not apply to laws or regulations
specifically saved by the act or the regulations.

Supp. 5-19-03

5:23-1.6 Grace period

(a) For a period of six months following the operative
date of a subcode revision, applicants may submit a com-
plete permit application, including all prior approvals, to be
reviewed under the code in force immediately preceding the
subcode revision. Provided that the application is complete,
the construction official and applicable subcode officials
shall perform the plan review and issue construction per-
mit(s) based on the code in force immediately prior to the
operative date of the subcode revision. This grace period
shall apply only to revisions of subcodes.

(b) In the case of a project under review for which a
permit has not been issued on the operative date of any
subcode revision, review shall continue and permits shall be
issued based on the code in force immediately prior to.the
operative date of the subcode revision.

As amended, R. 1978 d.350, eff. October 1, 1978.

See: 10 N.J.R. 378(a), 10 N.J.R. 469(f).

As amended, R.1984 d.267, eff. June 14, 1984 to expire August 13,
1984.

See: 16 N.J.R. 1812(a).
New (c) added.

Readoption: R.1984 d.382, eff. August 13, 1984, to expire April 1,
1988.

See: 16 N.J.R. 1812(a), 16 N.J.R. 2356(d).

Administrative Correction to (b): Changed “receive” to “received”.

See: 22 N.J.R. 2503(b).

Amended by R.1993 d.353, effective July 19, 1993.

See: 25 N.J.R. 1629(a), 25 N.I.R. 3147(a).

Amended by R.1995 d.544, effective October 16, 1995.

See: 27 N.J.R. 2827(a), 27 N.J.R. 3933(a).

Amended by R.1997 d.303, effective July 21, 1997.

See: 29 N.J.R. 1437(b), 29 N.J.R. 3247(a).
Amended section name; rewrote (a); and substantially amended (b).

5:23-1.7 Validity

(a) If any provision of the regulations or the application
thereof to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the
invalidity shall not effect other provisions or applications of
the regulations which can be given effect, and to this end
the provisions of the regulations are severable.

(b) Nothing contained in the act or the regulations shall
be deemed to affect, repeal, or invalidate local zoning
ordinances or the regulation or licensing of any trade or
profession engaged in construction work.

SUBCHAPTER 2. ADMINISTRATION AND
ENFORCEMENT; PROCESS

5:23-2.1 Title; scope; intent

(a) This part of the regulations, adopted pursuant to
authority of the State Uniform Construction Code Act, and
entitled “Administration and enforcement; process”, shall
be known and may be cited throughout the regulations as
N.J.A.C. 5:23-2, and when referred to in subchapter 2 of
this chapter, may be cited as this subchapter.

23-6.4
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5:23-2.4

(b) Unless otherwise specifically provided, all references
to article or section numbers, or to provisions not specifical-
ly identified by number, shall be construed to refer to such
article, section or provision of this subchapter.

(c) Except as is otherwise specified, these regulations
shall control all matters concerning the construction, altera-
tion, addition, repair, removal, demolition, use, location and
occupancy of all buildings and structures and their service
equipment as herein defined, and shall apply to existing or
proposed buildings and structures in the State of New
Jersey.

(d) The regulations shall be construed to secure its ex-
pressed intent, which is to insure public safety, health and
welfare insofar as they are affected by building construction,
through structural strength, adequate egress facilities, sani-
tary equipment, light and ventilation, and fire safety; and, in
general, to secure safety to life and property from all
hazards incident to the design, erection, repair, removal,
demolition or use and occupancy of buildings, structures or
premises.

5:23-2.2 Matter covered

(a) The provisions of the regulations shall apply to all
buildings and structures and their appurtenant construction,
including vaults, area and street projections, and accessory
additions; and shall apply with equal force to municipal,
county, State and private buildings, except where such build-
ings are otherwise specifically provided for by the regula-
tions.

(b) A building or structure shall not be constructed,
extended, repaired, removed, renovated, altered or recon-
structed in violation of these provisions, except that no
permit shall be required for ordinary repairs as provided
herein, and except further that the raising, lowering or
moving of a building or structure on the same lot, as a unit,
necessitated by a change in legal grade or widening of a
street, shall be permitted, provided the building or structure
is not otherwise altered or its use or occupancy changed.

1. Any new work, such as foundations or utility con-
nections shall, however, be in accordance with the regula-
tions.

(c) Any requirement essential for structural, fire or sani-
tary safety of a building or structure, or essential for the
safety of the occupants thereof, and which is not specifically
covered by the regulations, shall be determined by the
construction official, and appropriate subcode official.

(d) The continuation of occupancy or use of a building or
structure, or of a part thereof, contrary to the provisions of
the regulations, shall be deemed a violation and subject to
the remedies prescribed in this subchapter.

(e) Where provisions herein specify requirements for
structural, fire and sanitary safety, no provision of any

23-6.5

was procedurally deficient.

municipal zoning or other municipal code shall conflict,
govern or have effect. Where the provisions herein specify
requirements with respect to location, use, permissible area
and height, and the municipal zoning code establishes re-
quirements as well, then the more restrictive requirements
of this code or the zoning code shall govern.

Amended by 1981 d.134, effective May 7, 1981.
See: 13 N.J.R. 119(a), 13 N.J.R. 258(b).
(e): “other municipal” was “general”.
Administrative Correction to (b): Changed “construed” to “construct-
ed”.
See: 22 N.J.R. 2503(b). v
Amended by R.1998 d.28, effective January 5, 1998.
See: 29 N.J.R. 3603(a), 30 N.J.R. 129(a).
Rewrote (b), new exception that no permit required for ordinary
repairs.

Case Notes
Portable fire extinguishers could not be required to be placed in

. hotel and motel efficiency units with cooking facilities. Venuti v. Cape

May County Const. Bd. of Appeals, 231 N.J.Super. 546, 555 A.2d 1175
(A.D.1989).

Construction code official authorized to determine particular fire
code prevention requirements of building where building use deviates
in any significant respect from building uses “specifically covered” by
fire prevention subcode; hearing held by construction board of appeals
In the Matter of the “Analysis of Walsh
Trucking Occupancy and Sprinkler System,” 215 N.J.Super. 22, 2, 521
A.2d 883 (App.Div.1987).

5:23-2.3 Applicability
These regulations shall apply to all construction undertak-

en after the effective date of the regulations or any subse-
quent amendment thereof.

Amended by R.1998 d.28, effective January 5, 1998.
See: 29 N.J.R. 3603(a), 30 N.J.R. 129(a).

Case Notes

Forum for seeking double damages under Planned Real Estate
Development Full Disclosure Act (PREDFDA) was Superior Court.
Department of Community Affairs, Div. of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment v. Atrium Palace Syndicate, 259 N.J.Super. 578, 614 A.2d 1069
(A.D.1992).

Site lighting installations at locations without construction permits
were in violation of uniform construction code act. Public Service
Electric and gas company v. Department of Community Affairs, 94
N.J.A.R.2d (CAF) 13.

5:23-2.4 Alterations, replacements and damages

(a) Existing structures, when repaired, renovated, altered
or reconstructed, shall conform to the requirements of
N.J.A.C. 5:23-6, Rehabilitation Subcode.

(b) If an existing structure is damaged by fire or any
other cause, the requirements of N.J.A.C. 5:23-6, Rehabili-
tation Subcode, shall apply to the restoration of such build-
ing or structure.

(c) Any work which is mandated by any housing, property
or fire safety maintenance code, standard or regulation or
other State or local law requiring improvements to buildings

Supp. 11-3-03
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or structures shall be made to conform only to the require-
ments of that code, standard, law or regulation and shall not
be required to conform to the subcodes adopted pursuant to
this chapter unless the code requiring the alteration so
provides.

1. Except as otherwise provided in N.J.A.C.
5:23-6.2(g), any requirement of any other code, standard,
regulation, ordinance or law that is more restrictive than
any requirement of N.J.A.C. 5:23-6 applicable to the
same issue shall not be enforceable.

Amended by R.1985 d.16, effective February 4, 1985.
See: 16 N.J.R. 3073(b), 17 N.J.R. 275(a).

(a)7 added.

Amended by R.1995 d.144, effective March 20, 1995 (operative July 1,

1995).

See: 26 N.J.R. 2698(a), 26 N.J.R. 3524(a), 27 N.J.R. 1180(a).
Amended by R.1995 d.381, effective July 17, 1995.

See: 27 N.JR. 970(a), 27 N.LR. 2715(a).

Amended by R.1998 d.28, effective January 5, 1998.

See: 29 N.J.R. 3603(a), 30 N.J.R. 129(a).

Rewrote (a) stating existing structures shall conform to 5:23-6,
“Rehabilitation Subcode”; deleted (a)l through (a)6; rewrote (b), (c)
and inserted (c)1; deleted (a)7i through (b)1.

Amended by R.2002 d.5, effective January 7, 2002.
See: 33 N.J.R. 3392(a), 34 N.J.R. 267(a).
Rewrote (c)1.

5:23-2.5 Concéming increase in size

If the structure is increased in floor area or height, then
the increased portion of the structure shall conform to the
requirements of this chapter applicable to new construction,
while any related work within the existing structure shall
conform with the requirements of N.J.A.C. 5:23-6, Rehabili-
tation Subcode.

Amended by R.1988 d.389, effective August 15, 1988.
See: 20 N.J.R. 1026(a), 20 N.J.R. 2073(a).
Amended by R.1993 d.61, effective February 1, 1993.
See: 24 N.J.R. 1421(a), 25 N.J.R. 463(c).
Hardwired smoke detectors added.
Amended by R.1994 d.433, effective September 6, 1994 (operative
January 1, 1995). '
See: 26 N.J.R. 1910(a), 26 N.J.R. 3706(a).
Amended by R.1997 d.409, effective October 6, 1997.
See: 29 N.J.R. 2736(a), 29 N.J.R. 4281(a).
In (a)2, amended NFiPA reference.
Amended by R.1998 d.28, effective January 5, 1998.
See: 29 N.J.R. 3603(a), 30 N.J.R. 129(a).
Rewrote (a) to conform with “Rehabilitation Subcode”; deleted (a)l
through (c)

Case Notes

Municipal order under zoning ordinance to remove sleeping trailers
and disconnect utilities used by refinery repair crew proper exercise of
police power; action not preempted by Occupational Safety and Health
Act. Twp. of Greenwich v. Mobil Oil Corp., 504 F.Supp. 1275 (D.N.J.
1981).

Permits required to ensure use of proper materials and construction
methods; permit requirements not inconsistent with pollution control
laws; sewerage authority obliged to obtain local permits and approval
before beginning pumping station construction. Shupack v. Manasquan
River Regional Sewerage Authority, 194 N.J.Super. 199, 476 A.2d 816
(App.Div.1984). ’

Supp. 11-3-03
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5:23-2.6 Change of use

(a) Continuation of existing use: The legal use of any
structure existing on the effective date of the regulations
may be continued without change, except as may be specifi-
cally provided in these regulations or in any property or fire
safety maintenance code, or minimum housing standard or
regulation, adopted pursuant to law.

1. A certificate of continued occupancy shall be grant-
ed upon request, subject to this subchapter.

(b) Change of use: It shall be unlawful to change the use
of any structure or portion thereof without the prior appli-
cation for and issuance of a certificate of occupancy as
herein provided.

1. A certificate of occupancy shall be issued provided
such structure shall comply with the provisions of
N.J.A.C. 5:23-6, Rehabilitation Subcode.

2. If any non-residential occupancy, other than Use
Groups F, H or S, accommodates seven or more non-
consecutive group overnight stays within a calendar year
for persons over 2% years of age, and the activities involve
planned periods of sleep, the building is considered to
have undergone a change of use. In such a case, it shall be
necessary to apply for and be issued a Certificate of
Occupancy. This shall be a dual Certificate of Occupancy
to allow Use Group R-1 in addition to the existing use of
the building. Any facility that accommodates six or fewer
overnight stays within a calendar year shall obtain a
permit under the Uniform Fire Code, N.J.A.C. 5:70.
Group overnight stays in Use Groups F, H and S shall be
prohibited.

3. The temporary or permanent use of an existing
structure as a “special amusement building,” as defined in
the building subcode, shall be a change in the character of
use of the existing building. The building or portion
thereof shall be required to comply with the building
subcode and fire protection subcode requirements of
N.J.A.C. 5:23-6.31(a)5vii.

Amended by R.1985 d.16, effective February 4, 1985.
See: 16 N.J.R. 3073(b), 17 N.J.R 275(a).
(a) Added text: “or fire safety” and “or minimum housing standard
or regulation”.
Amended by R.1993 d.662, effective December 20, 1993.
See: 25 N.J.R. 3891(a), 25 N.J.R. 5918(a).
Amended by R.1995 d.144, effective March 20, 1995 (operative July 1,
1995).
See: 26 N.J.R. 2698(a), 26 N.J.R. 3524(a), 27 N.J.R. 1180(a).
Amended by R.1995 d.611, effective December 4, 1995 (operative April
4, 1996).
See: 27 N.J.R. 3257(a), 27 N.J.R. 4884(a).
Amended by R.1998 d.28, effective January 5, 1998.
See: 29 N.J.R. 3603(a), 30 N.J.R. 129(a).
New heading “Change of use”; rewrote (b); added “Rehabilitation
Subcode” in (b)1; deleted (b)1i through (c).
Amended by R.2002 d.255, effective August 5, 2002.
See: 33 N.J.R. 4177(a), 34 N.J.R. 2783(a).
In (b), added 2.
Amended by R.2003 d.157, effective April 21, 2003.
See: 34 N.J.R. 4247(a), 35 N.J.R. 1663(b).
In (b), added 3.

Next Page is 23-7
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5:23-2.7

Administrative correction.
See: 35 N.J.R. 5062(a).

Case Notes

Civil rights action challenging township actions regarding use of
property as church were not ripe for adjudication until township
planning board decided site plan application and any need for variance.
Trinity Resources, Inc. v. Township of Delanco, D.N.J.1994, 842
F.Supp. 782.

5:23-2.7

(a) Ordinary maintenance to structures may be made
without filing a permit application with or giving notice to
the construction official.

Ordinary maintenance

- (b) Such maintenance shall not include any of the follow-
ing:

Next Page is 23-8.1 23-7

1. The cutting away of any wall, partition or portion
thereof;

2. The removal or cutting of any structural beam or
bearing support;

3. The removal or change of any required means of
egress, or rearrangement of parts of a structure affecting
the exitway requirements;

4. Any work affecting structural or fire safety;

5. Any work that will increase the nonconformity of
any existing building or structure with the requirements of
the regulations;

6. Addition to, or alteration, replacement or reloca-
tion of:

i. Any standpipe;

Supp. 11-3-03



L

{

UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION CODE

(d) Post abatement sampling and analysis for an asbestos
hazard abatement project shall be performed as per EPA 40
CFR 763.90i. Samples collected within the affected work
area shall be analyzed by TEM.

(e) Post abatement sampling and analysis for an asbestos
hazard abatement project utilizing the glovebag technique
and encapsulation shall be as follows:

1. One sample per 10,000 square feet of work area
with a minimum of five samples shall be required. Sam-
ples collected within the affected work area may be
analyzed by PCM to confirm completion of an asbestos
abatement project using the methodology specified in
NIOSH 7400.

(f) For TEM analysis, the project shall be considered

complete when the results of samples collected in the

affected work area comply with 40 CFR 763.90 and Appen-
dix A to Subpart E. Maximum turnaround time from
sample collection through data reporting shall be 72 hours.

(g) For PCM analysis, the project shall be considered
complete when the results of samples collected in the
affected work area show that the concentration of fibers for
each of the five samples is less than or equal to 0.01 fibers
per cubic centimeter.

(h) When the air analysis results for projects covered by
this subchapter show asbestos fiber concentrations above the
acceptance criteria, then clean-up shall be repeated until
compliance is achieved by re-cleaning all surfaces using wet
methods and operating all HEPA equipped air pressure
differential units to filter the air.

New Rule R.1986 d.143, effective May 5, 1986.
See: 18 N.J.R. 378(a), 18 N.J.R. 949(a).
Amended by R.1989 d.342, effective July 3, 1989.
See: 20 N.J.R. 1130(b), 21 N.J.R. 1844(b).
Recodified old 8.20 as new 8.21. Section 8.21 was formerly “Demoli-
tion”.
Recodified from 5:23-8.23 by R.1993 d.198, effective June 7, 1993.
See: 24 N.J.R. 1422(a), 25 N.J.R. 2519(b).
Prior text at section, “Appeals”, repealed.

5:23-8.22 Disposal of asbestos waste

(a) The disposal of friable/non-friable asbestos-containing
material and asbestos-contaminated waste from the project
site shall be in accordance with New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection and Energy requirements speci-
fied in N.JA.C. 7:26 and 40 CFR Part 61, Subpart M.

Amended by R.1986 d.143, effective May 5, 1986.
See: 18 N.J.R. 378(a), 18 N.J.R. 949(a).

Recodified from 8.13 and substantially amended.
Amended by R.1987 d.525, effective December 21, 1987.
See: 19 N.J.R. 902(a), 19 N.J.R. 2389(a).

Substantially amended.

Amended by R.1989 d.342, effective July 3, 1989.
See: 20 N.J.R. 1130(b), 21 N.J.R. 1844(b).

Recodified old 8.14 as new 8.15, no change in text.

formerly “Duties of the asbestos safety technician”.

Section 8.15 was

\._.~ Recodified from 5:23-8.15 and amended by R.1993 d.198, effective

June 7, 1993.

23-171

5:23—9.2

See: 24 NJ.R. 1422(a), 25 N.J.R. 2519(b).
Prior section, “Demolition”, recodified as 5:23-8.18.

SUBCHAPTER 9. CODE INTERPRETATIONS

5:23-9.1 Interpretations: Plumbing Subcode

(a) Application of the Plumbing Subcode to certain man-
ufactured homes:

1. Chapter 18 of the Plumbing Subcode (National
Standard Plumbing Code) is not applicable to permanent-
ly installed manufactured homes meeting the Federal
Manufactured Home Construction and Safety Standards,
24 C.F.R. Part 3280.

2. An approved structure placed on a site for use as a
permanent dwelling shall meet the requirements of the
State Plumbing Subcode, excluding Chapter 18 of the
Plumbing Subcode (National Standard Plumbing Code),
or, if applicable, the Federal Manufactured Home Con-
struction and Safety Standards.

(b) Use of common water service and sewer lines under
Sections 1.2 and 2.19 of the Plumbing Subcode:

1. Common water services shall be permitted to serve
attached single-family dwellings in groups of three or
more where the common water service is located within
property subject to an association easement or on com-
mon property and there is a homeowners’ association or
other owner entity responsible for maintenance and up-
keep.

2. Common building sewers shall be permitted to
serve attached single-family dwellings in groups of three
or more where the common sewer is located within
property subject to an association easement or on com-
mon property and there is a homeowners’ association or
other owner entity responsible for maintenance and up-
keep.

Amended by R.1995 d.647, effective December 18, 1995 (operative
March 18, 1996).

See: 27 N.J.R. 3517(a), 27 N.J.R. 5012(a).

Amended by R.2002 d.319, effective October 7, 2002.

See: 33 N.J.R. 4185(a), 34 N.J.R. 3497(b).
Rewrote the section.

Amended by R.2003 d.386, effective October 6, 2003.

See: 35 NJ.R. 2550(b), 35 N.J.R. 4714(a).
In (b), inserted “owner” preceding “entity” in 1 and 2.

5:23-9.2 Interpretation: Construction Permit for a single-
family residence

(a) Any application for a construction permit for a single
family residence shall be accompanied by at least two copies
of plans drawn to scale, with sufficient clarity and detailed
dimensions to show the nature and character of the work to
be performed. Plans submitted shall not be required to
show more detail or include more information than is
reasonably necessary to assure compliance with the require-
ments of the Uniform Construction Code and rules in this
chapter.

Supp. 10-6-03



5:23-9.2

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Supp. 10-6-03

(b) Plans containing the following information shall be
considered to meet the requirements of (a) above:

1. Site diagram consisting of a site plan showing size
and location of all new and existing construction on the
site with distances from lot lines and indicating new
building services, location and size.

2. Construction plans consisting of a scale drawing
showing foundation, floor plans, and elevations, including
structural framing notes for all floors, ceilings and roofs.
Only girders and columns need be identified and located
on the plan. Included on the drawings shall be a loading
schedule indicating the live loads for which the structure
is designed.

3. The following details and submissions shall be re-
quired:

i. A cross section through one typical wall showing
construction details from footing to and including roof
framing. This section shall indicate all construction
materials used including roofing, vapor barriers, sheath-
ing type and thickness, insulation type and thickness,
windows, glazing type if other than standard window
glazing is used, interior finish material, floor type and
thickness, structure, foundation and footings. Decora-
tive material shall not be required to be shown unless it
contributes to the structural integrity of the section.

ii. When roof or other truss systems are used, the
details required by N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.15(e)1ii(1)(A) shall
be shown.

iii. [Electrical details indicating lighting; receptacles;
motors and equipment; smoke detectors; service en-
trance locations; size and type (overhead or under-
ground); panel size, location; number of proposed
circuits. A symbol legend shall be included.

iv. Plumbing details indicating the locations of fix-
tures and a notice or table listing water and drainage
pipe sizes. A note stating if sewage disposal is to
public sewer or individual septic system shall be includ-
ed.

v. Mechanical details indicating the type of heating
system; location, size and type of heating unit, noting
the distribution method and indicating design rates,
location of fire dampers and safeguards; and location,
type and size of flue.

vi. Energy subcode compliance shall be demonstrat-
ed with either detailed calculations, Energy Star com-
pliance documentation, the submission of printouts
from software recognized by the Department, such as
RES Check, or the prescriptive packages described in
Bulletin 03-2. RES Check software is available from
the Department of Community Affairs, Division of
Codes and Standards, PO Box 802, Trenton, New Jer-
sey 08625 or from the U.S. Department of Energy at
www.energycodes.gov.

4. The drawings shall bear the seal and signature of
an architect or engineer who prepared the plans and is
registered in the State of New Jersey. The seal and
signature shall appear on each sheet of each copy of the
plans submitted.

i. The construction official shall waive the require-
ments for sealed plans in the case of a single family
home owner who prepares his or her own plans for the
construction, alteration or repair of a structure used or
intended to be used exclusively as the owner’s private
residence, and which is to be constructed by the owner,
providing that the owner shall submit an affidavit at-
testing to the fact that he has prepared the plans and
that the plans are, in the opinion of the construction
official and appropriate subcode officials, legible and
complete for the purpose of ensuring compliance with
the regulations.

ii. Plumbing plans, electrical plans and mechanical
plans may be prepared by licensed plumbers, licensed
electrical contractors and mechanical contractors, re-
spectively, in accordance with these regulations.

5. Construction plans, and electrical, plumbing, and
mechanical details may be shown on more than one
drawing.

6. Where a prototype plan has been approved pursu-
ant to existing regulations, only a site diagram and refer-
ence to the approved prototype plan shall be required.
This site diagram must be signed and sealed by a regis-
tered architect or licensed professional engineer.

7. The Construction Official, upon the advice of the
appropriate subcode official, may waive any or all of the
requirements for plans in (b)1 through 6 above when the
work is of a minor nature.

Amended by R.2003 d.216, effective May 19, 2003.
See: 35 N.J.R. 16(a), 35 N.J.R. 2203(a).

In (b)3, inserted “and submissions” following “details” in the intro-
ductory paragraph, added new ii, recodified former ii through iv as iii
through v and added vi.

Administrative correction.
See: 35 N.J.R. 2865(a).

5:23-9.3 Interpretation: ordinary maintenance

(a) The following items are ordinary maintenance and
shall be treated as such by every enforcing agency. No
permits for, inspections of, or notice to the enforcing agency
of ordinary maintenance shall be required. This is not an all-
inclusive listing of ordinary maintenance.

1. Ordinary building maintenance shall include:
i. Exterior and interior painting;

ii. Installation, repair or replacement of any interior
finishes of less than 25 percent of the wall area in any
given room, in a one or two family dwelling. This shall
include plastering and drywall installation;

23-172 Next Page is 23-172.1
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5:23-9.3

Next Page is 23-173

(1) Vinyl wall covering of any amount is an ordi-
nary repair;

(2) Paneling shall not be considered an ordinary
repair;

iii. Wall papering at any location;

iv. The replacement of glass in any window or door.
However, the replacement glass shall be of a type and
quality that complies with the minimum requirements
of the code;

v. The installation and replacement of any window
or door, including garage doors, in the same opening
without altering the dimensions or framing of the origi-
nal opening. This shall include storm windows and
storm doors. The installation and replacement of
means of egress and emergency escape windows and
doors may be made in the same opening without alter-
ing the dimensions or framing of the original opening,

23-172.1

and shall not reduce the required height, width or net
clear opening of the previous window or door assembly;

vi. The repair of any non-structural member such as
a partition railing or kitchen cabinet;

vii. The repair or replacement of any interior or
exterior trim, decoration or moldings;

viii. The replacement or installation of any flooring
material, except carpeting, with a new material. How-
ever, installation of carpeting in one and two family
dwellings will be permitted under ordinary repairs;

ix. The repair of existing roofing material not ex-
ceeding 25 percent of the total roof area within any 12
month period;

x. The repair of existing siding with like material
not exceeding 25 percent of the total building exterior
wall area within any 12 month period;
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xi. The repair or replacement of any part of a porch
or stoop which does not structurally support a roof
above;

xii. The replacement or installation of screens;

xiii. The installation of any roll or batt insulation
when installed adjacent to or not more than one and a
half inches from an interior finish; -and

xiv. Replacement of exterior rain water gutters and
leaders.

2. Ordinary plumbing maintenance shall include:

i. Replacement of hose bib valves in single family
dwellings. Replacement hose bib valves shall be pro-
vided with an approved atmospheric vacuum breaker;

ii. Refinishing of existing fixtures. Relining of fix-
tures shall not be considered to be an ordinary repair;

iii. Replacement of ball cocks. Replacement ball
cocks must be an approved anti-siphon type;

iv. Repair of leaks involving the replacement of
piping between two adjacent joints only;

v. Clearance of stoppages;

vi. Replacements of faucets or working parts of
faucets;

vii. Replacement of valves (other than shower or
combination bath/ shower valves);

viii. Replacements of working parts of valves, in-
cluding, but not limited to, shower or combination
bath/shower valves;

ix. Replacement of traps except for traps on culi-
nary sinks in food handling establishments;

x. Replacement of a water closet or lavatory or
kitchen sink in a single family dwelling with an ap-
proved similar fixture provided that no change in the
piping arrangement is made. Replacement water clos-
ets bearing a date stamp of July 1, 1991 or later must
use an average of 1.6 gallons or less of water per
flushing cycle; and

xi. Replacement of domestic clothes washers and
dishwashers.

3. Ordinary electrical maintenance shall include:

i. The replacement of any receptacle, switch, or
lighting fixture rated at 20 amps or less and operating
at less than 150 volts to ground with a like or similar
item. Replacement of receptacles in locations where
ground-fault circuit interrupter protection is required in
the electrical subcode, shall not be considered ordinary
electrical repairs;

ii. Repairs to any installed electrically operated
equipment such as doorbells, communication systems,
and any motor operated device. Provided, however,
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that if fire protection systems are interrupted for re-
pairs the fire official shall be notified in accordance
with the building subcode;

iii. Installation of communications wiring as covered
by article 800 of the electrical subcode in one and two
family dwellings, or the alteration/rearrangement of
existing communications wiring in other occupancies
provided however that the rearrangement does not
involve penetration of a fire rated assembly and is not
in a hazardous location as defined in chapter 5 of the
electrical subcode; and

iv. Replacement of domestic dishwashers; and

v. Replacement of kitchen range hoods in single
family dwellings.

4. Ordinary fire protection maintenance shall include:

i. The replacement of any sprinkler or smoke detec-
tor or heat detector head with a like device;

ii. The repair or replacement of any component of
a fire alarm or smoke and heat detection equipment
(other than the replacement of a fire alarm control
panel); and

iii. The installation of battery-powered smoke de-
tectors.

5. Ordinary heating, ventilation and air conditioning

maintenance shall include:

1. Replacement of motors, pumps and fans of the
same capacity;

ii. Repair and replacement of heating, supply and
return piping and radiation elements, which does not
require rearrangement of the piping system;

ili. Repair and replacement of duct work;

v. Repair of air conditioning equipment and sys-
tems; and

v. Repair or replacement of control devices for
heating and air conditioning equipment; and

vi. Replacement of kitchen range hoods in single
family dwellings.

vii. Replacement of clothes dryers serving and lo-
cated within dwelling units, provided that no change in
fuel type or location or electrical characteristics is
required.

vili. Replacement of stoves and ovens in dwelling
units, provided no change in fuel type or location or
electrical characteristics is required.

6. Ordinary elevator maintenance shall include:
i. The following work on elevator brakes:

(1) Installation of new linings;
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(2) Replacement of brake switches, brake stand
pivot bushings, and bearings or the reaming out and
use of oversized pins. Replacement or repair of
brake magnets, magnet coils and/or core sleeves;

(3) Renewal of phase splitting coils; and

(4) Re-babbitting of brake | pin holes (gearless),
and realigning of brake stands to pulleys.

ii. The following controller/selector repairs:

(1) Installation of overload relays and potential
switches, and installation or replacement of reverse
phase relays;

(2) Replacement of damaged resistance tubes,
grids, broken controller panel sections, main power
or brake rectifiers, power and light transformers, and
microprocessor printed circuit boards. Replacement
or reconditioning of dash pots and retarders. Re-
placement of a controller with a like or with the state
of the art controller when only those features which
are available on the existing controller will be made
functional;

(3) Renewal of switch bases, armatures, hinge
pins, coils, contacts and shunt leads; and

(4) Adjustment of controller to original design
specifications.

iii. The following work on motor generators:

(1) Installation of four stem brush rigging on exci-
ter, installation or renewal of bearing oil gauges, and
renewal of sleeve or ball bearings;

(2) Replacement of generator armatures, commu-
tators, commutator brushes, and turning down and
undercutting of commutators;

(3) Rewinding of generator armatures, stators and
field controls;

(4) Removal for testing on a work bench, reinsu-
lating, banding and reinstallation of motor genera-
tors; and

(5) Repair of solid state drives and adjustments of
generator compounding.

iv. The following work on hoist motors:

(1) Installation or renewal of bearing oil gauges,
renewal of sleeve or ball bearings, and re-babbitting
of sleeve bearings (gearless);

(2) Replacement of motor armatures, rotors, mo-
tor collector rings, commutators, commutator
brushes, and turning down and undercutting of com-
mutators;

(3) Rewinding of stators, armatures, and field
coils; and
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(4) Removal for testing on a work bench, reinsula-
tion, banding and reinstallation of hoist motors and
realignment of motors to worm shafts.

v. The following work on machines:

(1) Installation of new demountable drive sheave
rims, new drive shafts, new integral drive sheaves,
split couplings;

(2) Replacement of worms, gears, worm shaft
housings, thrust bearings, thrust housings, external
ring gears and pinions, machine drums, solid drive
sheaves with demountable drive sheaves, and sheave
bearing. Replacement or repair of stop motion
switches, slack cable switches, replacement of drive
sheave linings. Regrooving of drive sheaves;

(3) Re-babbitting of main bearings, external gears
and bearings, and worm shaft housings;

(4) Renewal of sleeve bearings, drum buffers, and
drum shafts;

(5) Re-securing of loose brake pulleys and realign-
ment of brake pulleys, with motor gear shaft; and

(6) Removal of bearing shims.

vi. The following work on hoist ropes, compensating
ropes and compensating chains:

(1) Replacement or re-socketing of hoist ropes
and replacement of compensating ropes or chains,
governor ropes, and hitches; and

(2) Shortening of hoist ropes due to a rope stretch.
vii. The following work on governors:

(1) Re-calibration, sealing, and reconditioning of
governors, or replacement of governors with like
equipment; and

(2) Replacement or reconditioning of governor
rope tension sheaves.

viii. The following work on overhead, deflector, car
and counterweight sheaves:

(1) Replacement or repair of sheaves, sheave bear-
ings and sheave shafts; and

(2) Re-babbitting of sheave bearings.
ix. The following work on hoistways:

(1) Replacement of traveling cables and other
hoistway wiring;

(2) Repair of counterweights, hoistway switches,
hydraulic pistons, oil lines in the pit, and repacking of
packing glands; and
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(3) Repair or replacement of hoistway door equip-
ment, rollers relating cables, gibs, hall buttons, lan-
terns, position indicator stations, and all existing re-
lated equipment, selector tapes, cables, dust covers,
toe guards and hoistway fascia, and repair or replace-
ment of all existing pit equipment with like equip-
ment.

x. The following work on rails and guides:

(1) Realignment or replacement of main or coun-
terweight rail sections with like products; and

(2) Repair or replacement of guide shoe liners or
car and counterweight guides with like product.

xi. The following work on cabs:

(1) Installation or replacement of main and auxil-
-iary car operating panels, emergency lighting, com-
munication devices, door protective and reopening
devices, car position indicators, and in-car lanterns;

(2) Repair or replacement of operating station on
top of cars, door operating devices, motors, linkages,
hangers, etc., hoistway door drive mechanisms,
clutches, etc., side emergency exit latching devices
and electrical switches, floor leveling and selector
drive devices, terminal slow down and limiting de-
vices, load weighing devices (on top of car and under
car isolation), keyless entry and security devices, top
of car intrusion devices, closed-circuit TV surveil-
lance devices, lighting fixtures in the car on top of the
car and under the car; and

(3) Replacement of ceilings with code approved
materials, and of door saddles, cab flooring, walls and
panels with materials equivalent to those being re-
placed in respect to weight and fire resistance.

New Rule, R.1993 d.487, effective October 4, 1993.

See: 25 N.J.R. 2159(a), 25 N.J.R. 4592(a).

Amended by R.1995 d.647, effective December 18, 1995 (operative
March 18, 1996).

See: 27 N.J.R. 3517(a), 27 N.J.R. 5012(a).

Amended by R.1999 d.424, effective December 6, 1999.

See: 31 N.J.R. 2428(a), 31 N.J.R. 4001(c).
In (a), substituted references to maintenance for references to repairs

throughout, and inserted 4iii.

5:23-9.4 (Reserved)

New Rule, R.1990 d.490, effective October 1, 1990.

See: 22 NJ.R. 592(a), 22 N.J.R. 3148(a).

Repealed by R.1995 d.121, effective March 6, 1995 (operative July 1,
1995).

See: 26 N.J.R. 4875(a), 27 N.J.R. 89%4(c).
Formerly “Seismic Zones”.

5:23-9.5 Interpretation: Records retention

(a) A construction official shall maintain, for the life of
each structure wholly or partially within the jurisdiction of
the enforcing agency, copies of the following documents:
construction application, permits(s), any update(s), notice of
unsafe structure, certificate of occupancy, ongoing inspec-
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tion control card, elevator inspection, decision of the con-
struction board of appeals, cut-in card and the inspection
and certificate logs.

(b) Copies of additional documents may be retained at
the discretion of the construction official.

(c) A construction office shall retain copies of plans for
Class I and Class II structures for at least the life of the
structures and copies of plans for Class III structures for at
least 10 years.

New Rule, R.1990 d.364, effective August 6, 1990.

See: 22 N.J.R. 1455(a), 22 N.J.R. 2275(a).

Amended by R.1992 d.230, effective June 1, 1992.

See: 24 N.J.R. 168(a), 24 N.J.R. 2052(a).
Form numbers changed in (a).

Amended by R.1995 d.647, effective December 18, 1995 (operative
March 18, 1996).

See: 27 N.J.R. 3517(a), 27 N.J.R. 5012(a).

Amended by R.1996 d.512, effective November 4, 1996.

See: 28 N.J.R. 3697(a), 28 N.J.R. 4782(a).

5:23-9.6 Interpretations: Construction requirements for
new and existing casinos

(a) Fixed central pedestal seating (stools) shall be al-
lowed within major aisles and cross-aisles in casinos for
gaming patrons who use standard size slot machines or
other similar machines, within these aisles, provided the
following requirements have been met: '

1. Schematic drawings which indicate the dimensions
and locations of the stools, and the distances from adja-
cent fixtures, walls or other objects shall be submitted to
the Department for review and release;

2. Stool placement shall not result in any reduction of
the required aisle accessway width when measured from
the stool and any other adjacent obstacle, including,
without limitation, other stools in back-to-back seating
arrangements;

3. Stools that swivel and have a back rest shall be
restricted so as to rotate only in one direction, operate in
series, and be self-centering;

4. A minimum clearance of eight inches, measured
from the face of the gaming machine base at knee height,
shall be provided between the gaming machine and the
stool and a minimum clearance of 10 inches, measured
from seat edge to seat edge, shall be provided between
adjacent stools, in order to ensure discharge clearances;
and

5. The minimum clear width of aisles with slot stools
shall be 48 inches.

(b) The following code requirements shall apply to gam-
ing floors:

1. The use group of the gaming floor area shall be
A-2.
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2. Each gaming floor area shall be designed using an
open landscape plan such that there is clear visibility
throughout the floor and at least two of the exits are
clearly discernible from all portions of the floor. Line of
sight obstructions shall be limited and shall be subject to
the approval of the Department.

3. An egress study shall be provided for each new
egress route and for all modifications to an existing egress
route, increases in occupant load or change of egress
elements for gaming floor areas.

i. The occupant load shall be calculated at 11
square feet gross per person for all gaming floor areas,
regardless of the gaming activity.

ii. The total capacity of the means of egress shall be
calculated based on 116 2/3 percent of the calculated
occupant load of any floor area containing gaming
activities and any adjacent spaces using the gaming
floor for exit access.

iii. Travel distances shall be delineated on the
egress study and shall be measured from each and every
occupiable point on the gaming floor to the closest exit.
The travel distance shall be measured along the natural
path of travel using a distance of one foot from obstruc-
tions, corners and walls and using the center of door
openings.

iv. Each egress route shall identify the travel dis-
tance, number of occupants and size and type of egress
elements.

4. Section 1017.4.1.3 of the building subcode, entitled
“Special locking arrangements in penal facilities,” shall be
permitted to apply for areas that are back-of-house to the
gaming floor where security is necessary.

5. Gaming equipment, change banks, monitor cabinets
and other obstructions located on the gaming floor shall
not exceed 65 inches in height except as provided in this
paragraph:

i. Equipment and obstructions located at or within
21 feet of perimeter walls, measured perpendicular to
the wall, may be of unrestricted height;

ii. Equipment and obstructions located at columns,
but not extending more than 12 feet in any direction
around the column, including the column itself, may be
of unrestricted height;

iii. Equipment and obstructions located so that they
do not obstruct visibility throughout the gaming floor,
the visibility of at least two exits, or the operation of
fire protection systems, may be of such height as is
consistent with such visibility and operation; and

iv. Slot machines and similar gaming equipment
may be 75 inches in height at any location on the casino
floor provided the following conditions are met
throughout the entire casino floor(s):
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(1) Machines taller than 65 inches shall be of a
circle top or similar design so that the 75-inch height
is not continuous and at least 40 percent of the
vertical projected area between 65 inches and 75
inches is open;

(2) An exit catchment area shall be provided im-
mediately in front of the means of egress having the
largest egress capacity and each other means of
egress, ranked from the largest to smallest in terms
of egress capacity, until such areas are provided in
front of means of egress comprising 67 percent of the
required egress capacity. Each catchment area shall
be a rectangle with the full width of the means of
egress component and twice the depth. Gaming
equipment and other obstructions within the catch-
ment area shall require Department approval;

(3) All pew lighted signage on the casino floor
shall be interlocked with the fire alarm system so that
activation of an alarm results in disconnection of
electrical power to the signage. All such signage shall
be interconnected within five years of the installation
of the first 75-inch height machine permitted by this
section;

(4) All exit signs that are provided on the casino
floor shall have a minimum letter height of 10 inches
and a minimum letter stroke of two inches with
approved distinguishable colors; and

(5) Prior to the installation of the 75-inch high
machines, the permit applicant and the Department
shall perform a means of egress and exit visibility
survey. If directed by the Department, the permit
applicant shall install additional signage, or other
means found necessary to ensure the discernability of
two exits.

6. Signage installed on the gaming floor shall comply

with the following:

i. All signage shall be listed, labeled, approved and
identified by an approved testing laboratory;

ii. Each sign shall be attached to a wall, post or
ceiling. A post-mounted sign above slot machines shall
be fastened to, and supported by, the slot machine
base;

iii. A sign containing moving sections or ornaments
shall be equipped with fail-safe provisions to prevent
the sign from releasing and falling or from shifting its
center of gravity more than 15 inches. The fail-safe
device shall be in addition to the mechanism and
mechanism housing that operate the movable section.
The fail-safe device shall be capable of supporting the
full dead weight of the sign when the moving mecha-
nism releases; and

iv. A sign shall not obstruct visibility throughout the
gaming floor, the visibility of exit signage or the opera-
tion of fire protection systems.
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