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l. INTRODUCTION

This report on the Animal Population Control (APC), Low Cost Spaying and Neutering
Program is respectfully submitted to the Legislature. The report examines the program for the
period of July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007 and includes an evaluation of program effectiveness and
recommendations for future legislation and administrative actions.

Previous reports to the Legislature examined the program from January 1985 to December
1991, submitted in September 1992; July 1, 1992 to June 30, 1999, submitted March 2001; July 1,
1999 to June 30, 2000, submitted October 2001; July 1, 2000 to June 30, 2001, submitted
_February 2003; July 1, 2001 to June 30, 2002, submitted November 2003; July 1, 2002 to June 30,
2003 submitted November 2004; July 1, 2003 to June 30, 2004, submitted June 2005; July 1, 2004
to June 30, 2005, submitted April 2006; and July 1, 2005 to June 30, 2006 submitted January

2007.
II. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

In May of 1983, Assembly Bill 1917 was signed into law and became P.L. 1983, c. 172
(Appendix A). This law directed the Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) to establish
a low cost spay/neuter program to be called the Animal Population Control (APC) Program that
would utilize the private sector (i.e., participating veterinarians) to provide the spay/neuter services.
Veterinarians who wished to participate in the program were required to have their facilities
inspected by the New Jersey Veterinary Medical Association (NJVMA) Hospital Inspection
Program and submit their normal fee schedules for spay/neuter surgeries for both dogs and cats.
Upon review and acceptance by the DHSS, veterinarians would be reimbursed for 80 percent of
their normal fees. Client eligibility to participate was based on the client being a recipient of any
one of a number of public assistance programs, specifically: Food Stamp Program, Supplemental
Security Income Program, Medical Assistance Program (Medicaid), Aid to Families with Dependent
Children Program (Temporary Assistance to Needy Families), General Public Assistance Program,
Pharmaceutical Assistance to the Aged and Disabled Program, Rental Assistance Program,
Lifeline Credit Program, and Tenants Lifeline Assistance Program. Upon presentation to the
veterinarian of proof of eligibility for any of the above-mentioned programs, the client's pet would
receive for a $10 copayment fee, all necessary presurgical immunizations, a presurgical

examination, surgery, and post surgical care.

On December 17, 1986, the DHSS was charged with implementing P.L. 1986, c. 192
(Appendix B). The law became effective immediately. This law permits any dog or cat adopted
from a licensed nonprofit shelter or pound and licensed pursuant to state and municipal law to be
eligible to participate in the Low Cost Spaying and Neutering Program for a $20 copayment fee.
The objective was to encourage shelter adoptions and increase the number of altered pets
reentering the pet ownership cycle. Cats that were adopted from an approved facility but not
licensed in the municipality in which the owner resided, were ineligible for the low cost spaying and

neutering services.

In January 1990, Senate Bill 2977 was signed and became P.L. 1989, c. 238 (Appendix C).
This law removed certain eligibility requirements for adopted dogs and cats to be spayed or
neutered at veterinary hospitals participating in the Low Cost Spaying and Neutering Program.
Specifically, adopted cats were no longer required to be licensed and shelters and pounds
participating in the program were no longer required to be nonprofit.

P.L. 1991, c. 405 (Appendix D), was approved January 17, 1992. This law opened the
spay/neuter program up to dogs and cats adopted from nonprofit, incorporated, animal adoption
referral agencies, which do not operate holding facilities. There have been more than 174,000
surgeries conducted on dogs and cats since the inception of the program in 1984.



You are viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library

APC LOW COST SPAYING AND NEUTERING SURGERIES

Calendar
Year Dogs (%)  Cats (% Total
1984 158 38 262 62 420
1985 921 38 1,473 62 2,394
1986 1,222 37 2,604 63 3,286
1987 2,038 41 2,893 59 4,931
1988 3,313 53 2,888 47 6,201
1989 4,120 55 3,367 45 7,487
1990 5,402 44 6,875 56 12,277
Fiscal v
Year Dogs (%) Cats (%) Total
1991 5802 40 8,538 60 14,340
1992 8,801 43 11,900 57 20,701
(1)1993 1,104 35 2,070 65 3,174
1994 664 26 1,856 74 2,520
(2)1995 3,200 37 5,470 63 8,670
1996 3,936 37 6,660 63 10,596
1997 3,720 37 6,418 63 10,138
1998 3,833 39 5,953 61 9,786
1999 4,387 40 6,544 60 10,931
2000 3,448 37 5,917 63 9,365
(3) 2001 4,000 34 7,929 66 11,929
2002 2855 34 5,645 66 8,500
2003 2,039 34 3,933 66 5,972
2004 1,684 30 3,881 70 5,565
2005 1,607 30 3,770 70 5,377
2006 1,788 34 3,411 66 5,199
2007 1,662 35 3,041 65 4,703

(1) Carry-forward funds were no longer available. Program funding was based on dog
license revenue and copayment fee revenue only.

(2) Animal Friendly license plate revenue became available.

(3) A one time $400,000 State budget appropriation became available.
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. ANIMAL POPULATION CONTROL PROGRAM ACTIVITIES
A. REVENUE COLLECTION

The program is funded by two sources of revenue, the collection of a $3 surcharge for each
unaltered dog that is licensed at the municipal level, and more recently, the sale of the Animal
Friendly License Plates. The $3 surcharge is collected by municipalities and forwarded to the APC
Program. The program transmits the fees through the Department of Treasury for deposit into the

APC Fund. » :

In 1992, the DHSS, in conjunction with other groups, such as the Humane Society of the
United States and the New Jersey Veterinary Medical Association, began working to identify
potential sources for increased funding ‘for the APC Program, and in 1994, the Animal Friendly
License Plate became available to the public. In April 2002, a new Animal Friendly license plate
design was made available to the public. The new license plate is based on the nationally
syndicated comic strip “MUTTS” and was designed by Mr. Patrick McDonnell. Proceeds to the
DHSS from the sale of these plates, available at Division of Motor Vehicles offices, are used to
reimburse participating veterinarians for spaying and neutering services; none are used to pay for
departmental administrative operating costs. There are now fifteen other states with animal
friendly license plates; Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, lllinois, Kentucky, Maryland, Mississippi,
Montana, New York, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, and Virginia.

In State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2001, Senator Robert J. Martin initiated a $400,000 State
budget appropriation to be used for spay/neuter surgeries.

B. VETERINARIAN REIMBURSEMENT

Participating veterinarians are reimbursed 80 percent of their agreed upon fees for each of
the ten various animal weight and sex categories. Invoices for surgeries conducted are submitted
on a monthly basis to the program. The invoices and corresponding forms, such as the individual
sterilization consent form, are reviewed by the program. Client and pet eligibility, as well as the
veterinarians’ fee verification, are reviewed for accuracy. Upon program approval, invoices are
submitted to the Department of Treasury for reimbursement to the veterinarians.

Veterinarians are required by law to submit pet owner co-payment fees to the program on a
monthly basis. The $10 public assistance eligibility copayment fees and the $20 shelter/pound
adoption referral agency copayment fees are transmitted from the program to the Department of
Treasury for deposit into the APC fund to be used exclusively for the spaying and neutering of

dogs and cats through the program.

1. The veterinarian fees have been increased as follows:

*

SFY 1993 . No Increase
SFY 1994 No Increase
SFY 1995 2.4 percent*
SFY 1996 2.8 percent*
SFY 1997 2.8 percent*
SFY 1998 6.0 percent**
SFY 1999 6.0 percent**
SFY 2000 6.0 percent**
SFY 2001 3.2 percent*
SFY 2002 2.0 percent *
SFY 2003 2.2 percent *
SFY 2004 2.3 percent*
SFY 2005 2.3 percent*
SFY 2006 3.8 percent*
SFY 2007 3.8 percent”

Increase based on CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR ESCALATION
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* A survey was conducted to determine the difference between APC Program surgery
fees and actual veterinary practice fees charged to non-program eligible clients. As
stated in Public Law 1983, chapter 172, the veterinary practice fees are to be 80
percent of the normal fees for surgery. The survey results indicated a difference of
18 percent. An increase of 6 percent per year for the next three years was atlowed

to close this gap.
The yearly average reimbursements per year were:

SFY 1983 $67
SFY 1994 $67
SFY 1995 $68
SFY 1996 $72
SFY 1997 $74
SFY 1998 $77
SFY 1999 $81
SFY 2000 $84
SFY 2001 $85
SFY 2002 $87
SFY 2003 $90
SFY 2004 $90
SFY 2005 $91
SFY 2006 $96
SFY 2007 $101

2. Total yearly reimbursement to veterinarians for surgéries performed:

SFY 1993 $211,218
SFY 1994 $168,040
SFY 1995 $593,564
SFY 1996 $759,045
SFY 1997 $697,916
SFY 1998 $758,973
SFY 1999 $883,325
SFY 2000 $783,833
SFY 2001 $997,699
SFY 2002 $715,089
SFY 2003 $535,529
SFY 2004 $502,544
SFY 2005 $492,068
SFY 2006 $501,944
SFY 2007 $477,370

C. STRAY ANIMAL INTAKE AND DISPOSITION SURVEY

The APC Program conducts an annual survey of sheltering and impounding facilities to
determine the number of dogs and cats impounded by all 567 municipalities in New Jersey. The
survey provides information on the number of dogs and cats impounded, redeemed by owners,
adopted, and euthanized. The Program uses the survey to determine long-term trends of the
number of dogs and cats impounded by the municipalities, and thus, the potential effect of an
increase in spaying and neutering and other influencing factors. There have been more than
178,000 surgeries conducted on dogs and cats since the inception of the program. Since 1984,
survey results show that there has been a 35 percent reduction of the number of dogs and cats
impounded and a 49 percent reduction of the number of dogs and cats euthanized, and the

adoption rate has increased from 20 to 38 percent.
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NEW JERSEY STRAY ANIMAL INTAKE AND DISPOSITION SURVEY
(DOGS AND CATS)

Year Impounded Adopted Redeemed Euthanized

1984 161,146 31,311 16,414 82,566
1985 133,859 30,087 13,832 73,122
1986 133,872 36,003 13,625 72,313
1987 154,119 40,287 14,870 85,906
1988 139,045 40,585 13,553 76,995
1989 149,345 40,008 13,612 78,840
1980 145,711 49,442 14,042 75,197
1991 131,416 39,792 13,360 61,481
1992 119,998 37,026 14,437 60,506
1993 118,904 37,011 14,282 53,258
1994 118,894 40,377 15,508 51,607
1995 113,928 38,312 13,771 48,239
1996 118,972 30,018 14,589 53,307
1997 110,951 40,318 15,385 47,521
1998 116,117 41,397 14,978 48,195
1999 114,590 41,030 15,366 47,903
2000 122,200 43,633 15,802 48,551
2001 117,855 46,339 14,953 45,540
2002 110,288 43,978 14,595 41,210
2003 116,522 41,547 14,696 47,979
2004 114,942 38,111 14,742 49,975
2005 105,355 39,501 14,985 40,706
2006 100,858 37,119 13,843 41,254

FINANCIAL REPORT SFY 1993 -SFY 2007

A. APC PROGRAM REVENUE

License Animal Copay. . Total
Surcharge Friendly Fees Revenue
Lic. Plate
SFY 1993 $516,062 -0- $58,954 $575,016
SFY 1994 $470,094 $62,200 $26,564 $558,858
SFY 1995 $464,217  $596,075 $136,816  $1,197,108
SFY 1996 $445527  $328,365 $142,750 $916,642
SFY 1997 $425,733  $333,316 $145,250 $904,299
SFY 1998 $430,603  $310,779 $163,140 $904,522
SFY 1999 ' $394,186  $266,785 $174,810 $835,781
SFY 2000 $368,284  $276,082 $173,520 $817,886
SFY 2001 (1) $350,336  $292,570 $203,090 $1,245,996
SFY 2002 $314,538  $248,761 $153,250 $716,549
SFY 2003 $299,311 $341,245 $102,860 $743,416
SFY 2004 $287,703  $323,427 $91,900 $703,030
SFY 2005 $271,068 $317,534 $94,090 $682,692
SFY 2006 (2) $277,784  $239,435 $85,940 $603,159
SFY 2007 $252,470  $233,185 $81,355 $567,010

(1) SFY 2001 $400,000 State Appropriation
(2) SFY 2006 license plate revenue is for 11 months only
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B. APC PROGRAM ADMINISTRATIVE OPERATING COSTS
Other
Personnel Expenses Total

SFY 1993 $156,188 $6,113 $162,301

SFY 1994 $118,834 $7,485 $126,319

SFY 1995 $206,535 $22,089 $228,624

SFY 1996 $223,701 $11,183 $234,884

SFY 1997 $248,341 $52,119 - $300,400

SFY 1998 $203,587 $14, 991 $218,578

SFY 1999 $174,473 $3,157 $177,630

SFY 2000 $189,096 $20,414 $205,934

SFY 2001 $190,158 $11,663 $201,821

SFY 2002 $199,220 $18,899 $218,119

SFY 2003 $157,605 $3,623 $161,228

SFY 2004 $199,632 $8,900 $208,532

SFY 2005 $144,753 $9,661 $154,414

SFY 2006 $153,263 $29,102 $182,365

SFY 2007 $172,147 $15,554 $187,701

C. APC PROGRAM FISCAL YEAR FUND BALANCES
Personnel Other Veterinarian
Revenue Costs Costs Reimbursements Balance -
SFY 1993 $575,016 $156,188 $6,113 $211,218 $201,497
SFY 1994 $558,858 $118,834 $7,485 $168,040 $264,499
SFY 1995 $1,197,108 $206,535 $22,089 $593,564 $374,920
SFY 1996 $916,642 $223,701 $11,183 $759,045 $(77,287)
SFY 1997 $904,299 $248,341 $52,119 $697,916 ($94,077)
SFY 1998 $904,522 $203,587 $14,991 $758,973 ($73,029)
SFY 1999 $835,781 $174,473 $3,157 $883,325 ($225,174)
SFY 2000 $817,886 $189,096 $20,414 $783,833 ($175,457)
SFY 2001  $1,245,996 $190,158 $11,663 $997,699 $46,476
SFY 2002 $716,549 $199,220 $18,899 $715,089 ($216,659)
SFY 2003 $743,416 $157,605 $3,623 $535,529 $46,659
SFY 2004 $703,030 $199,632 - $8,900 $502,544 ($8,046)
SFY 2005 $682,692 $144,753 $9,661 $492,068 $36,210
SFY 2006 $603,159 $153,263 $29,102 $501,944 ($81,150)
SFY 2007 $567,010 $172.147 $15,554 $477,370 ($98,061)
() indicates a
deficit

V. CONCLUSIONS

Innovative legislation has made the APC, Low Cost Spaying and Neutering Program a
model program with New Jersey being recognized as a national ieader in this important aspect of
animal welfare. Several other state governments have consuited with the Program for advice on
developing a spay/neuter program to be modeled after the New Jersey Program. The states of
Connecticut, Georgia, New Hampshire, New York, Maine and Vermont have programs modeied

after the New Jersey APC Program.
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The Program has been successful in recruiting and coordinating the efforts of private
practice veterinarians, various statewide humane groups, and municipal animal control agencies to
work together in controlling the stray and unwanted pet overpopulation problem. The Program has
successfully used the private sector in partnership with the government sector to address a

community health, safety, and fiscal problem.

Since the APC Program’s commencement in 1984, several legislative actions occurred
which significantly expanded participant eligibility, subsequently resulting in an increased demand
for services. From SFY 1996 through SFY 1998, a statewide total of $800,000 was allocated
annually for the reimbursement of low cost spaying and neutering surgeries. The allocation
amount is based on the total revenue collected, minus APC Program administrative costs. The
$800,000 annual allocations are made available on a quarterly basis ($200,000 per quarter) and
are allocated to veterinary hospitals on a first come, first served basis. During SFY 1999, an
additional $200,000 from carry-forward funds was allocated for the fourth quarter of that fiscal year.
The annual allocation for SFY 1999 was $1,000,000. During SFY 2000, an additional $50,000 from
carry-forward funds was allocated during that year. The annual allocation for SFY 2000 was
$850,000. With the availability of the $400,000 state budget allocation, the annual allocation for
SFY 2001 was $1.1 million. In SFY 2002, a $360,000 budget appropriation was to be used for the
program. Due to a budget deficit crisis, these funds were removed as part of the Governor’s
budget reduction request. The annual allocation for SFY 2002 was $800,000. The annual
allocation for SFYS 2003, 2004 and 2005 was $575,000. The reduction in the annual allocation is
due to the lack of carry-forward funds. The annual allocation for SFY 2006 was increased to
$590,000 due to carry-forward funds. The annual allocation for SFY 2007 was $555,000.

A telephone pre-surgical authorization system went into effect July 1995. This telephone
response system allows each participating veterinary hospital to receive authorization numbers for
each surgical case on a 24 hours a day, seven days a week basis. The system keeps track of the
“draw-down” on the APC Fund and signals when it is approaching depletion, at which time
authorization numbers are no longer issued. Once the quarterly allocation is exhausted, no more
surgeries can be authorized until the beginning of the following quarter. Demand for the program
services has increased dramatically, and generally results in the exhaustion of quarterly allocations
within four weeks. The Program has recommended that the DHSS develop and implement a web
enabled system to replace the current voice response system used by participating veterinary
hospitals. The system will have a web enabled interface for veterinary hospitals to request surgery
authorizations. The system is currently being designed by the Department of Health and Senior

Services and is projected to be in use in 2008.

The Governor's Domestic Companion Animal Council was established per P.L.1995, c.145.
The Council began meeting in May 1997 and continues to meet monthly. Council members (as
mandated by law) consist of representatives from the Humane Society of the United States, New
Jersey Veterinary Medical Association, New Jersey Health Officers Association, New Jersey
Certified Animal Control Officers Association, New Jersey Federation of Dog Clubs, Cat Fanciers
Association, New Jersey Society for the Prevention and Cruelty to Animals, Associated Humane
Societies, and animal shelters. The Council focuses on issues concerning New Jersey animal
population control, animal welfare and other programs related to domestic animals. The Council
was instrumental in obtaining the $400,000 state budget allocation in SFY 2001.

The DHSS continues to work with the Governor's Domestic Companion Animal Council to
identify ways to increase revenue for the APC Program and to meet the demand for spay and
neuter services without exhausting funds so early in each quarter. The Council was instrumental in
the process of developing the new Animal Friendly license plate designed by comic strip artist,
Patrick McDonnell. It is projected that with the current demand for service, approximately 30,000
surgeries could be performed annually at a cost of $2.7 million per year.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

In order to reduce and control the stray and unwanted pet overpopulation problem in New
Jersey through the APC Program, the following recommendations are respectfuily

submitted:

1. Amend existing legislation to require that all dogs be licensed in order to be eligible for
surgery. Currently, pet owners participating in the public assistance programs are not
required to have their dogs licensed prior to surgery. Dog licensing is mandatory in
New Jersey; therefore, these dogs should be licensed prior to surgery. Dogs that are
adopted from the shelters and referral agencies are required to be licensed prior to

surgery.

2. Consideration be given to increasing the $10 public assistance pet owner copayment
fee, which has been in effect since 1983, and the $20 shelter adoption pet owner
copayment fee, which has been in effect since 1986. The Domestic Companion Animal
Council is currently attempting to obtain a sponsor for this initiative. It is intended to
increase the public assistance pet owner co-payment fee to $15, and the shelter

adoption pet owner co-payment fee to $30.

3. Consideration be given to increasing the $3 dog license surcharge fee for un-neutered
dogs, which funds the program. This fee has been in effect at the same level since
1983. Or, alternatively, the surcharge fee could be kept the same, but changed to be
entitled a “spay/neuter surcharge” and charged for all dogs being licensed, regardless
of their reproductive status.

4. Passage of legislation requiring mandatory cat licensing. Approximately half of New

Jersey municipalities have cat licensing ordinances in place, however, these fees are
not forwarded to the APC fund because there is no state legislation mandating cat
licensing and requiring a proportion of the licensing fees to be submitted to the State.
As can be seen from the statistics presented in this report, cat owners have benefited
widely from the APC Program, which is financed primarily by dog owners through the $3
dog license surcharge. During the last ten years, there were 53,401 (65%) surgeries
conducted on cats as compared to 29, 361 (35%) surgeries conducted on dogs. ltis
estimated that in New Jersey there are approximately 1.7 million owned cats. With the
enactment of statewide licensing through amending N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.3b, it is
conservatively estimated that an additional $330,000 - $660,000 in annual revenue
could be generated. Potentially, even more revenues couid be realized, depending on
the degree of public acceptance, voluntary compliance, and the effectiveness of
municipal canvassing and enforcement of cat licensing.

In closing, the Department would like to express its appreciation to the Legislature for its

long-standing recognition and support of animal population control efforts.
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172-1 C. 4:19-15.3b et al.

APPENDIX A
P. L. 1983, CHAPTER 172, approved May 4, 19588

1982 Assembly No. 1917 (Second Official, Copy Reprint)

Ax Acr providing for the establishment of a8 program for the spay-
ing and neutering of dogs and cats*[, amending P. L. 1941,
c. 151]° and supplementing Title 26 of the Revised Statutes.

Bz rr xnacreD by the Senate ond Gmralissembly of the State
of New Jersey:

*[1. Section 12 0of P. L.1941,c.151 (C. 4.19—15.12)1Bamendadto
read as follows: :

12. a. The governing body of each municipality may, by ordi-
nance, fix the sum to be paid anmually for a dog license and each
remewal thereof, as required by section 8 of this act, which sum
shallbenotlessthmﬂjonormorethanﬂ.OO[,pmdedlmmer
that the governing body inay by ordinance, provide for a reduction

‘or waiver of the sum to be paid by an owner who -presents a

certificate signed by a licensed veferinarian stating that the dog
hnsbmspayadornantered]htheabamofanylooalordmmce, :

'thefeeforalldoghoensesshallbetl.ao

b. The governing body of each municipality, may, by ordinance,
ﬁxthesumtobepa:dforathree-yeardoghcensemdeachre-
newal thereof, which sum shall be not more than three times the -

- sum charged for an annual license under substotion a. of this seo-
" tion. In the absence of such a local ordinance, the license fee for

a three-vear dog license shall be $4.50. The Department of Health

shall promnlgate appropriate regulations concerning veterinarians?
certificates for rabies innoculations of dogs for three-year periods
in connection with licenses issued under this snbsechon.]'

EXPLANATION—Afatter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill
s not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

’ Matter printed in italies fixs is new maner.
Matier ericlosed in asterisks or stars has been adopted as follows:
®—Assembly commitiee amendments adopted November 29, 1982,
* ¢_Senate commitice amendments adopted February 9, 1983.
s s=__ Senale amendments adopted Mareh 7, 1983,

1
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C.172-2

*[2. (New section)]* *1.* a. In addition to the fee charged pur-
suant to section 3 of P. L. 1941, c. 151 (C. 4:19-15.3) and forwarded
to the Department of Health pursuant to section 11 of P. L. 1941,
e. 151 (C. 4:19-15.11), any person applying for the license and
registration tag pursnant. to section 2 of P. L. 1941, e 151 (C.
4:19-15.2) shall pay a fee of $3.00 for any dog of reproductive age
which has not had its reproductive capacity permanently altered
through sterilization. ce Coe Tl

b. **[Any person licensed to operate a pet shop pursuant to the
provisions of section 8 of P. L. 1941, e. 151 (C. 4:19-15.8) shall pay
a fee of $10.00 for each dog or cat *[of reproductive age]* kept or
" harbored *[unless its reproductive capacity has been permanently
* dltered throngh sterilization]®. For the purposes of this *[ smenda-
tory]® act ‘‘pet shop?’ shall mean any room or group of rooms,
cage or exhibition pen, not part of a kennel, wherein dogs and cats
for sale are kept or displayed.]** o Do

Al fees collested pursnant to the provisions of this section and
section 5 of this amendatory and supplementary act shall be. for-
warded to the State Treasnrer, for deposit in the *‘ Animal Popula- _
tion Control Fund?’ créated pursuant to section 7 of this *[amenda-
tory and supplementiry]® act. ) |

“I3. (New section)]® “2.* The department shall establish and
implement an Animal Population Control Program (hereinafter
referred to as the ‘‘program?’). The purpose of this program shall
-be to reduce the population of unwanted and stray dogs and cats by -
encouraging the owners of dogs and cats o have them permanently:
sexuslly sterilized, thereby reducing potential threats-to public
health and safety posed by the growing population of these .un-
wanted and stray animals; and by providing low-cost animal
sterilization services to owners meeting at least one of the criteria -
of need enumerated in section *[£]* *2* of this *[amendatory and
supplementary]® act.

*[4. (New section)]* *3.* In order to be eligible to participate in
the program, an owner of a dog or cat shall be eligible for, and
participate in, at least one of the following: _

a. The Food Stamp Program authorized by Title VIII of the
‘Food and Agriculture Act of 1977, Pub. L. 95-113, (7 USC 2011
et seq.); . ’ -

b. The Supplemental Security Income Program established pur--
suant to Title XVI of the ‘‘Social Security Act,”’ 42 USC 1381
et seq.; ‘

e. The program for aid to families with dependent children, pur-
suant Lo P. L. 1959, c. 86 (C. 44:10-1 et seq): '

2

:Somqmm*wwuﬂswmﬂmm@wwuﬁgggz;akgsﬁgmmémmpmmw
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. d. The program for general public assistance, pursuant to the

provisions of the ‘‘@eneral Public Assistance Law,’” P. L. 1947,
c. 156 (C. 44:8-107 et seq.) ; -
***e. The program of niedical assisiance pursuant to P, L. 1968,

c. 418 (C. 80:4D~1 et seq.);*** ©
esore ] 208/ 0% The program of “Pharmacentical Assistance

to the Aged,” Sitablished pursuant to P. L. 1975, e. 1947(C. 30:4D-20
et seq.); - : , A :
ssereJo*® ***g.*** The rental assistance program authorized
pursuant to section 8 of the United States Housing Act of 1937 as
added by the Housing and Community Development Aect of 1974,
Pub. L. 93-383 (42 USC § 1437 (£));
seefo ot ***h.*** The “Lifeline Credit Program” established
to P. L. 1979, c. 197 (C. 48:2-29.15 et seq.); or

1 ; seorh Joes-*esi*** The “Tenants Lifeline Assistarice Program”

established pursuant to P. L. 1981, ¢; 210 (C. 48:2-29.30.et seq.).

*[5. (New section)]* *£.* Any person submitting & dog or cat,
pursuant to the provisions of this *[amendatory and supple-
mentary]* act, for spaying or neutering, as the case may be, shall:

a. Furnish any licensed veterinarian of this State participating
in the program with proof that the owner meets at least one of the .
eligibility criteria pursudmt to the provisions of section °[4.]°
*3.® of this amenditory and supplementary act; .

b. Sign a consent form ceriifying that the person is the owner
of the dog or cat, or is-authorized by the owner to present the dog
or cat for the procedure; and . ' ,

c. Pay a feé of $10.00, which fee shall be forwarded to the com-
missioner for deposit in the ‘“Animal Population Control Fund’’.

*[6. (New section)]*® *5.* a. Any licensed veterinarian of this
State may participate in the program upon filing with the commis-
sioner an application therefor, on forms prescribed by the com-
missioner, which application shall supply, in addition to any other
information requested by the commissioner, an animal sterilization
fee schednule listing the fees charged for animal sterilization in the
normal course of business. These fees may vary with the animal’s
weight, sex and species. The commissioner may, however, dis-
qualifv from participation in the program any veterinarian whose
fees are deemed unreasonable. .

b. The commissioner shall, to the extent that moneys are avail-
able therefor from the ‘Animal Population Control Fund,’’ re-
imburse participating veterinarians for 80% of the fee for each
animal sterilization procedure administered upon the submission
of an animal sterilization certificate, prescribed by. the commis-

3
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sioner, sigxied by the veterinarian and the owner of the animal, for |

- each sterilization procedure.

" & The commissioner shall reirhburse fromthe fund any leensed'
veterinarian of this State participating in the program for the
presurgical immunization of dogs against distemper, hepatitis,
leptospirosis, and parvovirus, or the presurgical immunization of
cats against feline panlenkopenia, calici, pneumonitis and rhino-
tracheitis, as the case may be, which immunization shall be admin-
istered at least 10 days prior to reproductive surgery, on animals
not previously immunized. The reimbursement shall be for no
more than $10.00 upon the written certification, signed by the
veterinarian and the owner of the animal, that the immunizafion
has been administered. |

*[7. (New section)]* *6.* a. The commissioner may solicit and

- accept funds from any public or private source to help carry out

the provisions of this *[amendatory and supplementary]* act.

b. All fees collected pursuant to sections 2 and 5 of this amenda-
tory and supplementary act, and all moneys received pursuant to
subsection a. of this section, shall be placed in a special fund to be
kmown as the *“Apimal Population Control Fund’’ which shall be
separate from the General State Fund. -All moneys in the ¢ Animal
P ition' Control Fund?’’ shall be nged by the commissioner ex-
clusively. for the implementation and promotion of the program
and for the costs associated with the administration of this
*[amendatory and supplementary]® act. _

*[8. (New section)]* *7.* Any licensed veterinarian of this State
participating in the program shall provide for the final disposition
of an unretrieved animal in the manner provided .in P.-L: 1979,
¢ 854 (C. 45:16-18 et seq.). For the purposes of this *[amenda-
tory and supplementary]® act.‘‘unretrieved animal’’ means an
animal placed for confined treatment pursuant to the provisions of
this *[amendatory and supplementary]*® act by the owner or agent
thereof in the care and custody of a veterinarian, which animal is
not retrieved by the owner or agent thereof from the veterinarian
within 72 hours of being notified that the confined -treatment is
completed.

*[9. (New section)]* *5.* Any person who knowingly:

a. Falsifies proof of eligibility for, or participation in, any of
the programs enumerated in section *[4.]* *5.° of this *[amenda-
tory and supplementary]* act;

b. Furnishes any licensed veterinarian of this State with in-
accurate information concerning the ownership of an animal sub-
mitted for an animal sterilization procedure;

4
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¢. Furnishes the commissioner with false information concerning
an animal sterilization fee schedule .or an animal sterilization
certificate submitted pursuant to section °*[8.]° °®5.° of this
'[amendatory and supplementary]® act; or

d. Violates in any other manner the provisions of this '[amenda.
tory and supplementary]® act, shall be subject to a penalty of not
more than $250.00 for the first offense and not more than $500.00
for the second and each subsequent offense, to be collested in civil
action by a summary proceeding under ‘‘the penalty enforcement
law” (N. J. 8. 2A:58-1 et seq.). The Superior Court or county
distriet court shall bhave jurisdiction to enforce ‘‘the penalty en-

forcement law.”’

*[10. (New section)]* *9.* The commissioner shall, pursnant to
the “Administrative Procedure Act,”’ P. L. 1968, ¢. 410 (52:14B-1
etseq),adoptanyrulesorregnhﬁomneoessarytoearryoutthe
provisions of this *famendatory and snpplementa.ryj act.

**30.  Not later than one year following the efectwe date of this
‘act, and annually thereafter, the commissioner shall submit a report
totheremor the Legislature, and to the Senate Natural Re-
sourmnndAgnwlture Commitiee and the General Assembly
Agriculiure .and Environment Commitiee, or their designated
~successors, setting.forth a complete operating and financial state-
mesni covering the operations ofthcmalsten’haatwnprogmm
created pursuant to this act. The commissioner shall include in the
repoﬁmwduaﬁanofﬂw effectiveness of the program audcmy
. recommendations for legislative bills or adminisirative actions he
deems appropriaie.*®

om]o 05[010 o]oo eeqy oc Section 0[10]. %9 ¢ of this act shall-
take effect immediately and the remaining seetmns .shall take effect
90 days following enactment. |

&t
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APPENDIXB

P. L. 1986, CHAPTER 192, approved December 17, 1985

1986 Senate No. 2247

A Acr concerning eligibility for participation in the Animal Popu-
Iation Control Program and amending P. L. 1983, c. 172,

Bz rr exacrep by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey: : :

1 Section 8 of P. L. 1983, . 172 (C. 4:19A-2) is amended to
read as follows: . .

&Iuordutobe-eﬁgihletoparhapatemthepgomum
of a dog or cat shall be eligible for, and participate in, at least

of the following: T -
m:.The’FoodStampProgrimanthorbodbyl‘iﬂeVﬂIof,the
Food and Agricnlture Act of 1977, Pub. L. 95-118 (7 U. 8. C. § 2011
ot 80q.); , : .

b. The Supplemental Security Income Program established pur-
suant to Titls XVI of the Social Security Act, 42 U. 8. C. §.1381
- o3 .. '.

;u'}!ho'progrmfonidbﬁmﬂiamthdependentom&rm.pur.

o 1959,fe. wmﬁm pursuant to th

d. The program for . he
provisions of the ‘“‘General Public Assistance Law,’”” P. L. 1847,
c. 156 (C. 44:8-107 ef 30q.); .

. ¢ The program of medical assistance pursuant to P. L. 1968,
c. 418 (C. 30:4D-1 ef seq.); . i : )

£. The program of “‘Pharmaceutical Assistance to the Aged and
Disabled,”” established pursuant to P. L. 1975, e 19¢ (C. 30 :4D-20
et 50q.); _ L s . :

g. The rental assistince program authorized pursuant to sec-

- - Matter peinted in italies thes is mow mation,
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tion 8 of the United States Housing Act of 1937 as added by the
Housing and Community Development Ast of 1974, Pub. L. 93383
(€2 U. 8. C. § 1437 (f)); . .

h. The ‘‘Lifeline Oredit Program”’ established pursuant ¢o P, I;.
1979, c. 197 (C. 48:2-2915 et seq.) ; Or T -

i. The ‘‘Tenants’ Lifeline Assistance Program’’ established pur-
suant to P. L. 1981, c. 210 (C. 48:2-20.30 et seq.); or shall submit
proof in the form of certificates of adoption and Ucensure that the
dog or cat was adopied from g licensed nonprofit antmal shelier or
municipal, county, or regional pound and is duly licansed pursuant
to Btate and municipal low, and shall pay an addifional $20.00 fee,
to be deposited in the fund. _ :

2. This act shall take effect immediately. :
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APPENDIX C

P.L.1988, CHAPTER 238, approved Jonuary 2, 1990
1988 Senate No. 2877 (Third Reprint)

AN ACT conceming eligibility for participation in the Animal
Population Control Program and amending P.L.1983, c.172.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
State of New Jersey:

1. Section 3 of P.L.1983, c.172 (C.4:18A-2) is amended to read
as follows: | _

3. lndrde:iobeeligible topartiuipate in the program, an
ownetofadogoi-catdullbeeﬁgiblefor. and participate in, at
least one of the following: . T

& The Food Stamp Program suthorized by Title 2[VIIl X% of
the Food and Agriculture Act of 1877, Puli.L.985-113'(7 US.C. §
2011 et seq.); :

b, TheSupplunmtdSecurityheomergnmestlbliﬁwd.

-:-.mnttoTiﬂemoftheSodllSBalﬁtyAet. 42 U.S.C. § 1381

et seq.;

B lhepmgnmforaidhfmdﬁswithdependmtchﬂdnn.
pursmut to P.L.1959, c.86 (C.44:10-1 et seq.); .

d. The program for general public assistance, pursuant to the
pmmions of the Gensnl?nblicAssistmce Law,” P.L.1947,
c.158 (C.«.B-lm et seq.);

e. The program of medical essistance pursuant-to P.L.1968,
c.413 (C.30:4D-1 et seq.); ]

f. The program of “Pharmaceutical Assistance to the Aged and
Disabled,” established pursuant to P.L.1975, c.194 (C.30:4D-20 et
seq.);

.8 The rental assistance program authorized pursuant to
section 8 of the United States Housing Act of 1937 as added by
the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974,

_Pub.L.93-383 (42 US.C. § 1437(f));

h. The “Lifeline Credit Program® estabhshed pursuant to
P.L.1978, c.197 (C.48:2-29.15 et seq.); or
EXPLANATION—tatter eaclesed im bold-faced brackets [thus] ia the
above bill is not metedsnd is intended to be omitted ia the law.
m:::: :::::::?fu%e:::i’:t.:ﬁ::ﬂs has been adopud as fo‘l'lows

Seadte SNR committee amendments adoptes Febreary 6, 1989. .

2 Assembly ANR committee ameadments adopted May 1S, 1909
Assembly f(lsor amendments adopted June 15, 1989.
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i. ‘The “Tenants' Lifeline Assistance Program” established
pursuant to P.L.1881, c.210 (C.48:2-20.30 et seq.)i; or shall
submit proof in the form of certificates of adoption and licensure
that the dog or.cat was adopted from a licensed nonprofit animal
shelter or municipal, county, or regional pound and is duly
licensed pursuant to State and municipal law, and shsll pay an
additional $20.00 fee, to be deposited in the fund].

2[An owner of] A resident of New jersey who owns? a dog or
cat shall also be eligible to participate in the program if the
owner: 1{1)1 submits to a vegerimﬁan _participating in the

roof, in the form of te of . that th
dog or cat was adopted from a 3_1@23 m

in the case of a that the dog is
pursuant to State and municipal law; and 1{2)! pays a $20 fee, to
be daposited in the fud, 1The Department of Health may adoot,
pursuant to the ®Administrative Procadure Act,” P.L.1968, c.410
C.52:14B-1 et - _guch ¥ be

(ct: P.L.1888, c.182, 5.1) :
2. This act shall take effect immediately.

AGRICULTURE-
Animals - Domestic

Amends eligibility criteria for participation in Animal Population
Control Program.
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APPENDIX D

P.L.1991, CHAPTER 40S. approved Januvery 17, 1992
1990 Senate No. 2835

AN ACT conceming eligibility for participation in the Animal
Population Control Program and amending P.L.1983, c.172.

BE [T ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
State of New Jersey:

1. Section 3 of P.L.1983, c.172 (C.4:18A-2} is amended to read
as follows: :

3. In order to be eligible to participate in the program, an
owner of 8 dog or cat shall be eligible for, and participate in, at
least one of the following:

2. The Food Stamp Program authorized by Title XII of the °
Food and Agriculture Act of 1977, Pub.L.95-113 (? US.C.§2011
et seq.);

" b. The Supplemental Security Income Program
pursuant to Title XVI of the Social Security Act, 42.-U.S.C.§1381
et seq.;°

c. The program for aid to famﬂiswithdependentd:ﬂdm.
pursuant to P.1.1959, c.86 (C.44:10-1 et soq.): -

d. The program for general public assistance, pursuant to the
provisions of the “Genersl Public Assistance Law,” P.L.1947,
.15 (C.44:8-107 et seq.}:

¢. The program of medical assistance’ mmt to P.L.1868,
c.u! (C.30:4D-1 et seq.); .

" £. The program of Wﬁwmb&emw
Disabled,” established pursuant to P.L.1875, c.194 (C.30:4D-20 et -

sk

g- The rentasl assistance program uthﬁzad pursuant to
ncﬂonlofthsﬂﬁtdsuml-b\dngMof 1937 ss.added by

- the Housing and Community Developmeat Act of 1874,
. Pub.L.93-383 (¢2 U.S.C. § 1437(I)}:

h The'ljfelmec:editl’mgm sub!khadpmtto

P.L.1878, c.197 (C.48:2-28.15 et seq.); or .

L The “Tenants’ LifelineAssistmerm ‘established
pursuant to P.L.1981, ¢.210 (C.48:2-29.30 et seq.).

A resident of New ]gseywhoomadogorutdunabbe
eligible to participate in the program if the owner: (1) submits to
a veterinarian participating in the program prool, in the form of
a certificate of adoption, that the dog or cat was adopted from a

EXPLAMATION—MMatier eaclesed §a bold-faced brackets ([thus] ia th
above Bi11 is set emacted and is intended to be enitted ia the law.

Hatter vaderlined xhu is new matter.
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New Jersey licensed animal shelter, a New jersey' municipal,
county, or regional pound, or. a New [ersey holding and
impoundment facility that contracts with New jersey
municipalities, or proof that the dog or cat was adopted through a
non-profit corporation operating an animal adoption referral
service in New Jersey and whose holding facility is licensed in
accordance with State and municipal law; or proof that the dog or

cat was adopted th a fit t ' an
animal adoption referral service in New Jersey that does not

operate a holding facility; and, in the case of a dog, proof that
the dog is duly licensed pursuant to State and municipal law; and

(2) pays a $20 fee, to be deposited in the fund. The Department of

Health may adopt, pursuant to the “Administrative Procedure
Act,” P.L.1988, c.410 (C.52:14B-1 et seq.), such rules and

regulations as may be necessary to implement this amendatory
act.

(cf: P.L.1988, c.238,'5.1)
2. This act shall take effect immediately.

ﬁA‘l‘EMENT
ﬁsbinwnuldamendamihwmdhnm'badopt

dogs or cats through a non-profit animal adoption referral service
to participate in the Animal Population Control Program's low

. cost spaying and neutering program. Currently, only those who

adopt pets from referral services that operate licensed holding
facilities may participate in the program. This bill, by promoting
the spaying and nsutering of more animals, would help_to reduce
the huge number of unwanted pets who, umfortunately, must be

‘destroyed every year.

AGRICULTURE

Expands eligibility for participation in Animal Population Control
Program.

G9939






