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DIVISION OF FISH AND WILDLIFE RULES

7:25-14.6

See: 25 NJ.R. 4831(a), 26 N.J.R. 1337(Db).
Amended by R.1996 d.587, effective December 16, 1996 (operative
January 1, 1997).
See: 28 N.J.R. 3998(a), 28 N.J.R. 5231(a).
Substantially amended section.
Amended by R.2000 d.10, effective January 3, 2000.
See: 31 N.J.R. 2555(a), 32 N.J.R. 48(a).
In (a), rewrote 5, inserted “(93 licenses)” at the end of the first
sentence in 6, and rewrote the first sentence in 7.
Amended by R.2004 d.20, effective January 5, 2004.
See: 35 N.J.R. 4224(b), 36 N.J.R. 174(b).
In (a), deleted the last sentence in 1 and 3; added (c) through (f).
Amended by R.2005 d.413, effective November 21, 2005.
See: 37 N.J.R. 742(a), 37 N.J.R. 4408(a).
In (a)7, deleted “or” following “son,” and added “, brother or sister”
following “daughter.”
Amended by R.2008 d.15, effective January 7, 2008.
See: 39 N.J.R. 143(a), 40 N.J.R. 126(a).
In (a)2i, substituted a comma for the semicolon following “from the
Department”; and in (a)4, substituted “250 licenses” for “the number
issued in 1993 plus 20 percent (338 licenses)”.

7:25-14.5 Non-commercial licenses for crab pot/trot line
and crab dredges

(a) No individual shall take or attempt to take crabs by
means of crab pots, trot lines or crab dredges without having
in his or her possession a valid license issued by the Division.

1. The Division will issue a noncommercial crab pot/
trot line license for no more than two crab pots or two trot
lines. Trot lines shall not exceed 150 feet in length with a
maximum of 25 baits attached. Pots and trot lines shall be
marked with the licenses number. There is no fee for this
noncommercial license. All licenses shall expire on
December 31 of the calendar year for which they were
issued.

2. The Division shall issue a non-commercial crab
dredge license subject to the following provisions:

i.  The number of dredges on any one vessel shall
not exceed two;

ii. The maximum weight of each dredge shall be 80
pounds;

iii. The maximum length of the tooth bar shall be 38
inches;

iv. The maximum length of teeth shall be three
inches;

v. The minimum space between teeth shall be two
and three-quarters inches measured at the base;

vi. Mechanical dredge haulers are prohibited;

vii. No person shall catch, take or attempt to catch or
take crabs by means of a crab dredge except during the
times and seasons set forth in N.J.A.C. 7:25-14.7(d) and

(e);

viii. All organisms other than crabs taken by crab
dredge shall be immediately returned to the water; and

ix. There is a fee of $15.00 for this noncommercial
license.
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3. Crabs taken under provisions of a noncommercial
license may not be sold or used for barter. The maximum
harvest and/or possession of crabs for the noncommercial
crabber is one bushel per day per person.

Amended by R.1994 d.152, effective March 21, 1994.
See: 25 N.J.R. 4831(a), 26 N.J.R. 1337(b).
Amended by R.1996 d.587, effective December 16, 1996 (operative
January 1, 1997).
See: 28 N.J.R. 3998(a), 28 N.J.R. 5231(a).
Applied section to crab dredges; recodified (a)2 as (a)3; and inserted
new (a)2.
Administrative correction.
See: 30 N.J.R. 3025(a).
Amended by R.2000 d.10, effective January 3, 2000.
See: 31 N.J.R. 2555(a), 32 N.J.R. 48(a).
In (a)2v substituted a reference to two and three-quarters inches for a
reference to three inches.

7:25-14.6 Placement and marking ¢f pots and trot lines

(a) Each crab pot shall be clearly and visibly marked with
a buoy, stake or permanent identification tag bearing the
license number of the owner, and all blind crab pot lines shall
be clearly and visibly marked with a stake or buoy at both
ends of the line. All crab pot buoys and all blind crab pot line
buoys and stakes shall be marked with fluorescent or
reflective paint, tape or other reflective material or reflectors.
Floating line shall not be used or any crab pot or crab pot
buoys.

(b) Each trot line shall be marked at both ends with a
clearly visible stake or buoy. No trot line shall be set within
100 feet of another trot line.

(c) No pot shall be placed in a creek, ditch or tributary less
than 50 feet wide at mean low water unless approved by the
Division. No pot, blind crab pot line or trot line shall be
placed in any man-made lagoon or in any marked or charted
channel except noncommercially licensed pots fastened to a
pier or other shore connected structure by a line no larger
than twice the depth of the water at that point. Any pot placed
in any body of water less than 150 feet wide from shoreline to
shoreline at mean low water or in any man-made lagoon shall
contain terrapin excluder devices pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:25-
14.1.

(d) No pot or trot line shall be placed in areas designated
by the Division after consultation with the Shellfisheries
Council and the Marine Fisheries Council, as off limits for
the catching of crabs by means of pots or trot lines, except
noncommercially licensed pots fastened to a pier or other
shore connected structure by a line no longer than twice the
depth of the water at that point.

(e) At no time shall any pot or trot line be placed to
obstruct or impede navigation.

Amended by R.1985 d.560, effective November 4, 1985.
See: 17 N.J.R. 1830(a), 17 N.J.R. 2608(a).

“Stake” substituted for “state”.
Amended by R.1994 d.152, effective March 21, 1994.
See: 25 N.J.R. 4831(a), 26 N.J.R. 1337(b).
Petition for Rulemaking.
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

See: 27 N.J.R. 944(b), 27 N.J.R. 1478(c).
Amended by R.1996 d.587, effective December 16, 1996 (operative
January 1, 1997).
See: 28 N.J.R. 3998(a), 28 N.J.R. 5231(a).
Recodified (a)2 as (a)3 and inserted new (a)2; and in (c), added
provision relating to terrapin excluder devices.
Amended by R.2001 d.346, effective September 17, 2001.
See: 33 N.J.R. 453(a), 33 N.J.R. 3352(a).
In (a), rewrote the first sentence and inserted “and all blind crab pot
line buoys and stakes” in the second sentence; in (c), inserted “blind crab
pot line”.

7:25-14.7 Use of crab dredges

(a) An individual shall not catch or take crabs by dredges
without having his or her valid crab dredge license in his or
her possession. A Delaware Bay commercial crab dredge
licensee may authorize an agent to operate the said licensee’s
crab dredge vessel if the agent is in possession of the said
licensee’s license and a letter of authorization from said
licensee, issued and notarized by the Division, indicating the
license number and vessel registration number of the vessel
that the agent is authorized to operate. In addition to the
agent, the commercial licensee shall be held liable and subject
to the penalty provisions provided in N.J.A.C. 7:25-14.20 for
the violation of provisions of this subchapter actually
committed by the agent based upon the apparent authority of
the agent to act for his or her principal.

1. No boat shall have more than four dredges working
at the same time, except in Delaware Bay where no boat
shall have more than two dredges working at the same
time.

2. The maximum length of each tooth bar shall be 75
inches north of Route 36 (Highlands Bridge) and in the
Atlantic Ocean, but if two or fewer dredges are in pos-
session north of Route 36 (Highlands Bridge) or in the
Atlantic Ocean then the maximum length of each tooth bar
shall be 96 inches. The maximum length of each tooth bar
shall be 54 inches in Delaware Bay, but if no more than
one dredge is in possession in Delaware Bay then the
maximum length of each tooth bar shall be 96 inches. The
maximum length of the tooth bar in all other crab dredge
areas shall be 38 inches.

3. The maximum weight of each dredge shall be 400
pounds north of Route 36 (Highlands Bridge) and in the
Atlantic Ocean, but if two or fewer dredges are in
possession north of Route 36 (Highlands Bridge) or in the
Atlantic Ocean then the maximum weight of each dredge
shall be 500 pounds. There is no weight limit for dredges
used in Delaware Bay. The maximum weight of each
dredge in all other crab dredge areas shall be 80 pounds.
All weights refer to the weight of the dredge and collecting
bag.

4. The maximum length of teeth shall be six inches
north of Route 36 (Highlands Bridge), the Delaware Bay
and in the Atlantic Ocean and three inches in all other crab
dredge areas.
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5. Shellfish harvested from Delaware Bay Areas 2 and
3 may be retained as provided under N.J.S.A. 50:3-16.13
and N.J.S.A. 50:3-16.20. Simultaneous possession of shell-
fish and a dredge larger than specified in N.J.S.A. 50:3-
16.20 shall be prima facie evidence of a violation of this
section.

6. The minimum space between teeth shall be two and
three-quarters inches in all crab dredge areas, measured at
the base.

7. A toothless bar shall be allowed in place of a tooth
bar in all waters, provided each toothless bar is no greater
in length than the tooth bar lengths, specified at (2)2 above.

8. Chains shall be allowed in place of a tooth bar or
toothless bar in all waters provided that the width of each
dredge opening or mouth and the distance between the
chain attachment points on the dredge are no greater in
width than the tooth bar lengths specified at (a)2 above.

9. The collecting bag of a dredge, if material, shall
have mesh not less than two inches bar measure or four
inches stretched measure; if wire, shall not be less than two
inches bar mesh (inside measurement) or two and one-half
inches inside diameter if circular; if metal, the O-rings shall
not be less than two inches in diameter and shall be con-
nected with no more than six “S” hooks that measure not
less than two inches in length as measured to the inside of
the “S” configuration.

10. Each dredge shall be independently and separately
attached to a vessel by a single cable or tow line; except
that two dredges can be towed by a single line in the
Atlantic Ocean, Delaware Bay and north of Route 36
(Highlands Bridge) provided that the dredges are not
solidly attached to each other in any way and are fastened
to the tow line by a bridle that allows the dredges to act
independently of each other.

(b) No person shall catch, take, or attempt to take crabs by
dredge from any area except the “crab dredge area” as
defined in the definitions section. No person shall dredge or
attempt to dredge crabs on any marked leased shellfish
grounds. No person shall dredge or attempt to dredge crabs
within 50 yards of any marked leased shellfish grounds.

(c) No person, while engaged in the catching and taking of
crabs by dredge, shall have in his or her boat or possession
any organisms other than crabs and conchs obtained from any
source, except as provided under N.J.S.A. 50:3-16.13. Conchs
may be retained in the crab dredge fishery. The possession of
dredges and any organisms other than crabs and conchs
simultaneously in the boat of any person shall constitute
prima facie evidence of the violation of this section.

(d) No person shall catch, take or attempt to catch or take
crabs or conchs by means of a crab dredge except from one-
half hour after sunrise to one-half hour before sunset from
November 15 through April 15 in Delaware Bay; and from
December 1 through March 31 in all other waters. The
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