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Department of Military
and Veterans Affairs

Col. Yvonne L. Mays, Adjutant General of New Jersey and Commissioner of
the New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, addressed the


https://nj.gov/military/outreach/newsletters/20241030.html

New Jersey Senate Judiciary Committee during her nomination hearing at
the State House in Trenton, NJ, October 28, 2024.

Yvonne L. Mays Confirmed as Adjutant
General and Commissioner of the
Department of Military and Veterans Affairs

On Monday, October 28, 2024, the New Jersey Senate
unanimously confirmed Colonel Yvonne L. Mays as the Adjutant

General of New Jersey and Commissioner of the Department of
Military and Veterans Affairs (DMAVA).

“Colonel Mays' depth of experience over 40 years in service to our
state and nation, and her firsthand knowledge of the day-to-day
operations of the New Jersey National Guard and the Department
of Military and Veterans Affairs, make her an exceptional candidate
for this position. | am confident that she will continue to support our
efforts to serve our Garden State heroes,” said Governor Phil
Murphy.

“This is a time of transformation for the New Jersey National Guard
and the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, and we are
ready to meet the challenge,” said Colonel Mays. “Together, we will
continue the critical work of defending our state and nation and
supporting Garden State heroes through robust state-delivered
veterans benefits, programs, and services.”

Colonel Mays enlisted in the Air Force in 1983, beginning a long,
decorated career in the armed forces. Prior to commissioning, while
on active duty, Colonel Mays patrticipated in numerous operations,
including Operation Just Cause, and deployed in support of
Operation Desert Shield/Storm. Following the attacks of September
11, 2001, she provided active duty support to Operations Noble
Eagle and Enduring Freedom.



Colonel Mays most recently served as the Deputy Adjutant General
of New Jersey, the Assistant Adjutant General, and Chief of Staff of
the New Jersey Air National Guard. As Deputy Adjutant General,
she acted as the principal advisor to the Adjutant General and
Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Military and
Veterans Affairs on all matters concerning military readiness,
mobilizations, homeland security, defense support to civil
authorities, human resources, logistics, training, and financial
management. As Assistant Adjutant General of the New Jersey Air
National Guard, she commanded two flying wings performing fighter
and air refueling missions, as well as oversaw the development and
training of over 2,400 Airmen.

As the 34th Adjutant General of New Jersey, Colonel Mays will be
the first Black woman, second woman, and the third Air Force
officer to lead the New Jersey National Guard since the passage of
the Militia Act by the first New Jersey General Assembly in 1668.

She resides in Lumberton Township in Burlington County.

Images from the nomination hearing can be viewed at DMAVA
Flickr.


https://www.flickr.com/photos/njdmava/albums/72177720321552307/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/njdmava/albums/72177720321552307/
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https://dmava.org/event/ribbon-cutting-press-conference-for-the-newark-veterans-service-office/
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NEw Jhnsm VIETNAM VETERANS'
MEMORIAL & MUSEUM

1 Memerial Lane - Holmdel Mew Jersey 07733

Colonel Yvonne L. Mays
The Adjutant General of New Jersey

Cordially invites you to attend the
Annual Veterans Day Observance

on Monday, the 11th of November 2024 at 11:00 am

at the
New Jersey Vietham Veterans' Memorial

1 Memorial Lane
Holmdel, New Jersey 07733

Military: Dress Uniform
Civilian: Business Casual




Featured Event
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NIARNG Recruiting and Retention Battalion IS UAR L
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Oi icer Candidate School Orlenttlon

Mow is the time to advance your career in the New Jersey Army National Guard!
Come and meet with the current NJARNG OCS Class and Officers. Ask questions,
receive guidance and get started toward a brighter future!

We hope to see you there|

% M Who: All Current NJ Mational Guard Soldiers (:Jﬁi_;'
What: MIARNG OCS Orientation

“‘:“b’ When: 16 November 2024 at 0830 hrs % 3

[} Where: Building 42, Auditorium, NGTC, Sea Girt, M) 08750 =

Why: To learn how to become an Officer through the OCS Program
g Event will be streamed on Facebook Live at https://facebook.com/254rti ?
) ] o ol

For Additional information, Please Contact;
MAJ Pedro Zamora (OCS OIC) at (732) 331-0510 or pedro.e.zamora. mil @ army. mil W

MAJ Steven Ferrari (OSM) at (B56)520-1146 or steven. . ferrari.mil @army.mil

SFC Franny Tavarez (OCS NCOIC) at (609) 618-8767 or franny.a tavarez mil@army, mil
NOTE: Commanders may authorize SUTA for Soldiers to attend event. H
OCP or Civilian Attire

Events

DMAVA Calendar

DMAVA is sponsoring or will participate in the events below. A DMAVA
Veterans Service Officer will be present at many of these events. Please
check details to confirm.


https://dmava.org/event/njarng-ocs-school-orientation/
https://dmava.org/event/njarng-ocs-school-orientation/

November 2 | Bordentown
NJARNG Last Formation

November 2 | Millville
Millville Army Air Field Museum Veterans Appreciation Day

November 3 | Williamstown
Hot Rod Garage Military Food Drive Fundraiser Car Show

November 3 | Augusta
Sussex County Salute to Military Veterans

November 6&7 | West Milford
Mobile NJMVC & DMAVA Outreach

November 7 | Franklin
Veterans Cafe

November 8 | Newark
Ribbon Cutting & Press Conference for Veterans Service Office

November 8 | Stockton University
Community Resource Fair

November 8 | Ewing
Mercer County Veterans Day Expo

November 8 | Tinton Falls
Veterans Day Community Event

November 10 | Aberdeen
A Salute to Our Veterans Breakfast / Car Show

November 11 | Holmdel
State Veterans' Day Observance

November 11 | Hillside
Hillside Twp Veterans Day Outreach Initiative

November 12 | Twp of Union
Veterans Day Celebration


https://dmava.org/event/njarng-last-formation-2/
https://dmava.org/event/millville-army-air-field-museum-veterans-appreciation-day/
https://dmava.org/event/hot-rod-garage-military-food-drive-fundraiser-car-show-williamstown/
https://dmava.org/event/sussex-county-24th-annual-salute-to-military-veterans/
https://dmava.org/series/mobile-njmvc-dmava-outreach-west-milford/
https://dmava.org/event/veterans-cafe-franklin/
https://dmava.org/event/ribbon-cutting-press-conference-for-the-newark-veterans-service-office/
https://dmava.org/event/43461/
https://dmava.org/event/mercer-county-veterans-day-expo/
https://dmava.org/event/veterans-day-community-event-tinton-falls/
https://dmava.org/event/a-salute-to-our-veterans-breakfast-car-show-aberdeen/
https://dmava.org/event/state-veterans-day-ceremony-holmdel/
https://dmava.org/event/hillside-twp-veterans-day-outreach-initiative/
https://dmava.org/event/twp-of-union-veterans-day-celebration/

November 13 | Jackson
Veterans Resource Fair

November 13 | Atlantic City
2nd Annual Veteran Resource Fair & Mini Stand Down

November 14&15 | Lyons
VA Native American Cultural Event

November 16 | Sea Girt
NJARNG OCS Orientation

November 16 | Sea Girt
Month of the Military Family Field Day

November 16 | Edison
State Medal Ceremony

November 16 | Mountainside
Veterans Expo and Luncheon

November 16 | Rochelle Park
Bergen County American Legion Stand Down

November 17 | Bordentown
Reserve & National Guard Transition Benefits Workshop

Community Calendar

We add new events to our calendar on a daily basis so please
bookmark and check back often.


https://dmava.org/event/veterans-resource-fair-jackson/
https://dmava.org/event/2nd-annual-veteran-resource-fair-mini-stand-down-atlantic-city/
https://dmava.org/event/lyons-va-native-american-cultural-event/2024-11-14/
https://dmava.org/event/njarng-ocs-school-orientation/
https://dmava.org/event/month-of-the-military-family-field-day-sea-girt/
https://dmava.org/event/dmava-medal-ceremony-edison/
https://dmava.org/event/veterans-expo-and-luncheon-mountainside/
https://dmava.org/event/bergen-county-american-legion-stand-down/
https://dmava.org/event/reserve-national-guard-transition-benefits-workshop-bordentown/
https://dmava.org/events

2024
VETERANS DAY

Deals, Discounts

and Freebies

Veterans Day Discounts

From free meals to big discounts on shopping trips and favorite
items, military Veterans Day discounts are a November favorite. But
with thousands of Veterans Day discounts to choose from, how do
you find the best ones?

Military.com has compiled a list of 2024 Veterans Day Deals,
Discounts and Freebies on restaurants, goods, services and
events. Visit often as the list is updated frequently!


https://www.military.com/
https://www.military.com/veterans-day/veterans-day-military-discounts.html
https://www.military.com/veterans-day/veterans-day-military-discounts.html

Recruiting and Retention Battalion

Staff Sergeant Tyler Frazier (center) was awarded the 2024
Director's 54 Award as the top recruiter for the New Jersey Army
National Guard for FY24.

Congratulations, Staff Sergeant!



1-114th Infantry

Soldiers assigned to Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 114th Infantry
Regiment, 44th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, The New Jersey
National Guard, conduct a mortar live fire exercise in Northeast
Syria.

- Wl e



https://www.facebook.com/44thIBCT
https://www.facebook.com/NJNationalGuard
https://www.facebook.com/NJNationalGuard

1-150th Aviation Regiment

Firefighters at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst teamed up with
The New Jersey National Guard's 1-150th Aviation Regiment for a
training exercise.

They successfully dropped several Bambi buckets of water onto a
contained fire, ensuring the community remains safe while providing
exceptional emergency response. Our warfighters showcased the
spirit of JBMDL'’s interoperability!

177th Fighter Wing

U.S. Air Force F-16C Fighting Falcon aircraft assigned to the 177th
Fighter Wing, NJ Air National Guard, follows a KC-135 Stratotanker
aircraft, assigned to the 171st Air Refueling Wing, Pennsylvania
National Guard, to perform a routine aerial refueling mission off the
coast of Atlantic City.


https://www.facebook.com/NJNationalGuard
https://www.facebook.com/177thFW
https://www.facebook.com/177thFW
https://www.facebook.com/PANationalGuard
https://www.facebook.com/PANationalGuard

3-112th Field Artillery Regiment

Soldiers assigned to 2nd Platoon, Charlie Battery, 3rd Battalion,
112th Field Artillery Regiment, 44th Infantry Brigade Combat Team,
New Jersey Army National Guard, deployed in support of Combined
Joint Task Force - Operation Inherent Resolve, perform a live fire
exercise utilizing the M777 Howitzer in Northeast Syria, October
2024.

Join Our Team

100% Free College Tuition
Bonuses | Gl Bill
Student Loan Repayment


https://www.facebook.com/CJTFOIR
https://www.facebook.com/CJTFOIR
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State Medal Ceremony

U.S. Army Pfc. Anthony Sciacca of Brick, NJ was awarded the New
Jersey Distinguished Service Medal by DMAVA Veterans Outreach
Coordinator Chuck Robbins for his service in World War Il during


https://njarmyguard.com/
https://njarmyguard.com/
https://www.njang.ang.af.mil/Contact-Us/Contact-a-Recruiter/
https://www.njang.ang.af.mil/Contact-Us/Contact-a-Recruiter/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/awards/distinguished-service.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/awards/distinguished-service.shtml

his 100th birthday celebration at VFW Post 1838 in Manasquan,
Oct. 19, 2024.

Sciacca served in the Pacific War participating in extensive combat
action rebuilding American runways destroyed by the Japanese on
several strategically located islands. (Photo by Janet Smith)

Danielle Cardoso, Ocean County VSO
Danielle Cardoso is the DMAVA Veterans Service Officer supporting
the Veterans and family members of Ocean County.

Danielle's office is now located in the recently opened Toms River
VA Clinic at 1051 Hooper Avenue.

To reach Danielle or one of her colleagues around the state, please
use the contact information on our website at Veterans Service
Offices.

Veterans

Unite:



https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/vso/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/vso/

Get Connected to Resources & Services

The New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
has partnered with Unite Us to connect individuals and families
to a wide variety of services and resources.

Unite Us is a coordinated care referral network of health and
social service providers. Unite Us can connect our New Jersey
military and veteran community to resources to obtain benefits,
food assistance, housing, education, transportation, behavioral
health services, peer support and more.

Learn More & Request Assistance

Veteran Service Providers

Do you provide services to Veterans? We would like to get you

enrolled in this new online referral network, Unite NJ Veterans.

This digital platform connects Veterans to the resources around
them quickly. Learn more and enroll.



https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/unitenjveterans/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/unitenjveterans.shtml

SMS Alerts - Text "NJVets" to 78015

Opt-in now to receive SMS Alerts from DMAVA! Text "NJVets"
to 78015 or scan the QR code above and send. You will be
immediately opted-in to receive alerts and important messages
from the Division of Veterans Services.

This service is provided free of charge, however, carrier
messaging and data rates may apply. To opt-out at any time,
simply reply “Stop”.




THE DMAVA READJUSTMENT
COUNSELING PROGRAM PROVIDES
VETERANS WITH:

INDIVIDUAL COUNSELING

GROUP COUNSELING

FAMILY COUNSELING

SCAN THE CODE AND CALL YOUR
LOCAL VETERANS SERVCE OFFICER,

OR CALL:
(888) 865-8387,
OR EMAIL:
VBB@DMAVA.NJ.GOV



https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/vso/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/vso/

SUPPCORT

IS PEER TO PEER

Call Us 24/7
7 days a week
(866) 838-7654

N=

VET2VET

NJ Veterans' Benefits Hotline
888-865-8387
vbb@dmava.nj.gov



https://www.njvet2vet.com/
https://www.njvet2vet.com/
mailto:vbb@dmava.nj.gov
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/OutreachSchedule.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/vso/

NJ National Guard Child & Youth Program

The Child & Youth Program held their Fall Festival on October 24,
2024 at the Joint Military and Family Assistance Center in
Bordentown, NJ. The truck or treat was a big success. See you next
year!

Center for U.S. War Veterans’ Oral Histories


https://www.nj.gov/military/support/

The National Guard Militia Museum of New Jersey is the home of
the Center for U.S. War Veterans’ Oral Histories. It is the Center’s
mission to collect and preserve the memories of Veterans and Gold
Star family members through recorded oral history interviews.

To date, the Center’s collection contains over 600 interviews of
Veterans of all branches of service from World War II, Korea,
Vietnam, Desert Storm, Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation
Enduring Freedom and other American military campaigns. Over
400 interviews are available online in the Oral History Archives.

NEW JERSEY
YOUTH CHALLENGE ACADEMY

DREAM. BELIEVE. ACHIEVE.

YOUTH
CHALLENGE
ACADEMY

MNow accepting applications
for Class 59 - January 2025.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

I% njyca,orgfadmissions

Fa
rpm@dmava,nj.gov
153 pmE .8

(%) s00)997-5587 / (732) 974-6516
S



https://njmilitiamuseum.org/
https://njmilitiamuseum.org/oralhistory/archives
https://njyca.org/
https://njyca.org/

Link ifbio or visit
https://linktr.ee/njngeyp

Newsletter and More



https://linktr.ee/njngcyp
https://linktr.ee/njngcyp
https://linktr.ee/njarngfac
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Office of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and
Belonging

DEIB Newsletter

State Partners



https://www.nj.gov/military/outreach/documents/deib-newsletter-20241030.pdf

Governor's Challenge to Prevent Suicides among Service
Members, Veterans & Their Families

The New Jersey's Governor "We Value Our Veterans" Awards
Vote For Valor

Career Services for Veterans

Tax Resources for Military/Veterans

Educator Certification for Military Spouses and Veterans

Civil Service Preference for Veterans

NJ National Guard Hunting / Fishing Licenses

NJ Special Hawker and Peddlers License

Veterans Designation for Drivers License

Military CDL Skills Waiver Program

Disabled Veteran / Purple Heart Recipient Placards

Disabled Veteran Hunting and Fishing Licenses

Veteran and Disabled Veteran-Owned Business

Division of Consumer Affairs Military Outreach & Support
Professional & Occupational Licenses for Veterans and Spouses
Military and Overseas Voting

Troops to Teachers

Journey Through Jersey


https://www.nj.gov/military/savenjvets/
https://www.nj.gov/military/savenjvets/
https://www.nj.gov/military/community/award-grant-charitable-programs/wvov/
https://nj.gov/state/sos-vote-for-valor.shtml
https://nj.gov/labor/career-services/special-services/veterans/
https://www.nj.gov/treasury/taxation/military/taxinformation.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/education/rpi/recruitment/spousesandvets/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/civil-service-preference/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/benefits-resources/hunting-fishing-license.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/benefits-resources/peddlers-license.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/mvc/drivertopics/vetdesignation.htm
https://www.state.nj.us/mvc/drivertopics/militarywaiver.htm
https://www.nj.gov/mvc/vehicletopics/disvet.htm
https://dep.nj.gov/njfw/licenses-and-permits/disabled-veteran-license-information/
https://business.nj.gov/pages/vob-dvob
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/military
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/military
https://www.nj.gov/state/elections/vote-military-and-overseas.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/education/rpi/recruitment/spousesandvets/troops/
https://www.journeythroughjersey.com/sites/theme/conflict/

U.S. Department

of Veterans Affairs

VA delivered all-time record care and benefits to
Veterans in fiscal year 2024

VA News | October 29, 2024

WASHINGTON - Today, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
announced it delivered more care and more benefits to more
Veterans than ever before in fiscal year 2024 - exceeding last year’s
record totals.

These outcomes for the nation’s Veterans build on continued efforts
by VA and the Biden-Harris Administration’s Unity Agenda to
expand and improve care and benefits for those who served, much
of which has been made possible by the PACT Act - the largest
expansion of VA health care and benefits in generations.

VA encourages all Veterans, family members, caregivers, and
survivors to learn more about VA and apply for their world-class
health care and earned benefits today.

“Veterans deserve the very best from VA and our nation, and we will
never settle for anything less,” said VA Secretary Denis
McDonough. “We’re honored that more Veterans are getting their
earned health care and benefits from VA than ever before, but make
no mistake: there is still work to do. We will continue to work each
and every day to earn the trust of those we serve - and ensure that
all Veterans, their families, and their survivors get the care and
benefits they so rightly deserve.”

Read Full Release



https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-all-time-record-care-benefits-veterans-fy-2023/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-all-time-record-care-benefits-veterans-fy-2023/
https://www.va.gov/
https://www.va.gov/health-care/apply/application/introduction
https://www.va.gov/resources/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-delivered-all-time-record-care-and-benefits-to-veterans-in-fiscal-year-2024/

Afghanistan War Commission seeks to engage and
honor Veterans in historic research effort

Chris Molino | VA News | October 14, 2024

Although U.S. involvement in Afghanistan ended three years ago,
questions linger for many of the estimated 800,000 military
Veterans like me who served in the 20-year war effort. What went
wrong? What went right? What were the key decisions that drove
the outcome? And how can we do better next time? Finding
answers to these questions and more is one reason | chose to
serve on the Afghanistan War Commission, which is taking a hard
look at the entire conflict to draw lessons for policymakers and
warfighters in the future.

Congress created the Commission to undertake an independent,
objective and rigorous assessment of the war, from the initial U.S.
intervention following the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks to the
withdrawal in 2021, and to develop lessons learned and policy
recommendations, similar to the landmark 9/11 Commission. | am
honored to be one of the 16 commissioners appointed by Congress
on a bipartisan basis to lead this historic effort. Our final report is
due in 2026.

Read Full Story

theSITREP Podcast

By: Department of Veterans Affairs

Podcast



https://news.va.gov/135602/afghanistan-war-commission-engage-honor-research/
https://www.youtube.com/@VAmadesimple
https://www.youtube.com/@VAmadesimple

VIETNAM GULF WAR POST-9/11

WERE YOU EXPOSED TO BURN PITS,
NUCLEAR WEAPONS, CHEMICALS,
. OR OTHER TOXINS

5. Department
of Veterans Affairs

The Women Veterans Call Center
is Your Guide to VA

Live women representatives, many of whom are
Veterans, are standing by to help.

Call or text 1-855-VA-WOMEN
(1-855-829-6636)
or chat with us online

Wik 800 am - 10:00 pm ET . L5 Department
Satupday 8:00 am - &30 pm ET {_ of Veterans Affairs

ol



https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/
https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/
https://www.womenshealth.va.gov/wvcc.asp
https://www.womenshealth.va.gov/wvcc.asp

U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs

Featured Links

« National Parks Pass

« VALife Insurance

« VA Urgent Care Services

« Accessing Records from the National Archives or NPRC
« PACT Act Performance Dashboard

« How to Check Your PACT Act Claim Status
« Download VA Benefit Letters

« Podcasts on Veterans' Issues

« VA Health and Benefits Mobile App

« Women Veterans Call Center

« Veterans Legacy Memorial

« Million Veteran Program

» #VetResources

« VA Resource Navigator


https://news.va.gov/110751/free-lifetime-pass-to-national-parks/
https://www.va.gov/life-insurance/options-eligibility/valife/
https://news.va.gov/128934/everything-to-know-about-va-urgent-care/
https://news.va.gov/119456/accessing-records-national-archives-center/
https://www.accesstocare.va.gov/healthcare/pactact
https://news.va.gov/117737/how-to-check-your-pact-act-claim-status/
https://www.va.gov/records/download-va-letters/
https://news.va.gov/113338/podcasts-veterans-issues-important-messages/
https://news.va.gov/109175/va-mobile-app-six-essential-facts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QNHTlsiCB5g
https://www.cem.va.gov/VLM/
https://www.mvp.va.gov/pwa/
https://news.va.gov/vetresources/
https://marketplace.va.gov/innovations/va-resource-navigator

SrA Sara Hanniffy

Continuing a proud family tradition, Senior Airman Sara Hanniffy
finds purpose and inspiration in her role at the 108th Wing. For her,
being in the Air Force is more than just a career - it's about honoring
the legacy of service that runs deep in her family.

“My dad has been a huge influence throughout my entire Air Force
career. He encouraged me to enlist and has guided me through the
ups and downs of my enlistment. I'm extremely grateful to have him
in my corner every step of the way, teaching me how to build a
successful career in the Air Force.”


https://www.facebook.com/108thwing

Lt. Col. James McCroan

Family, friends and fellow "Jersey Devils" gathered on the 177th
Fighter Wing flight line on October 25, 2024 to honor U.S. Air Force
Lieutenant Colonel James "Rider" McCroan on his final flight in the
F-16C Fighting Falcon.

McCroan served his country for more than 21 years, racking up an
incredible 1,910 hours in the "Viper."

Congratulations, Lt. Col. McCroan, and thank you for your
dedicated service as a Jersey Deuvil!


https://www.facebook.com/177thFW
https://www.facebook.com/177thFW

MSG Bryan Garnham

Soldiers from HHC, 42nd Regional Support Group, said farewell to
Master Sergeant Bryan Garnham (center) during the unit's October
drill weekend. MSG Garnham is retiring from the New Jersey Army
National Guard after more than 40 years of military service.



https://www.facebook.com/42ndRSG

Cadet Brian Estrada

This month, we are thrilled to shine a spotlight on an exceptional
member of the New Jersey Youth ChalleNGe Academy, Cadet Brian
Estrada, hailing from Guttenberg, NJ.

At just 17 years old, Brian has made a remarkable impact through
his dedication, leadership, and commitment to the values that the
NJYCA stands for. From the moment Brian joined our ranks, he has
exemplified the spirit of the academy and the Eight Core
Components: Academic Excellence, Coping Skills, Job Skills,
Health and Hygiene, Responsible Citizenship, Service to
Community, Leadership, and Physical Fitness.

Cadet Estrada is deeply engaged in the Academy’s community. He
proudly serves as his platoon leader, a role that demands
responsibility and leadership. In this capacity, he guides his fellow
Cadets through daily activities, ensuring they remain focused and
motivated. Cadet Estrada’s ability to lead by example is a testament
to his character and the respect he commands among his peers.

Keep up the fantastic work, Cadet Estrada! Your dedication and
spirit are truly inspiring.


https://njyca.org/
https://njyca.org/core-components
https://njyca.org/core-components

Soldiers from the New Jersey Army National Guard’s 104th Brigade
Engineer Battalion pose for a group photo before the foot march.

New Jersey Soldiers Complete Norwegian Foot March
Naval Support Activity Lakehurst recently hosted this year's iteration
of the Norwegian Foot March, a military endurance test where
participants march or run an 18.6-mile-long route while carrying a
rucksack of 24 Ibs.

New Jersey Army National Guard Sgt. Kristopher Piwowarczyk,
Headquarters, 104th Brigade Engineer Battalion, finished in second
place overall and was the first American service member to
complete the road march. Sgt. Piwowarczyk’s time was 2 hours and
54 minutes.

In addition to service members from across the Department of
Defense, Soldiers from the New Jersey Army National Guard’s 44th
Infantry Brigade Combat Team, Recruiting and Retention Battalion,
and the Rutgers and Seton Hall University Army ROTC programs
joined the Norwegian Armed Forces for this internationally
recognized test of combat fitness.


https://www.facebook.com/nsalakehurstnj

Army ROTC Ranger Challenge

Cadets with the Army ROTC programs at universities across the
Mid-Atlantic and New England regions competed in the 2nd Brigade
Ranger Challenge Competition at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-
Lakehurst, NJ on October 19, 2024.

The Brigade Ranger Challenge is a rigorous competition for ROTC
Corps across the country. The cadets who compete in this
competition train rigorously in order to best represent their school.

View Images


https://www.flickr.com/photos/njnationalguard/albums/72177720321435615

Birdies for the Brave
DMAVA was well represented at the annual Birdies for the Brave

charity event at TPC Jasna Polana in Princeton, NJ on October 21,
2024.

Colonel Yvonne L. Mays, Adjutant General of New Jersey, and
Colonel Arthur Roscoe, Director of the Joint Staff, were guest
speakers at the event. In addition, a crew of volunteers from the
National Guard Militia Museum of New Jersey exhibited military
artifacts for the attendees.

View Images


https://www.facebook.com/TPCJasnaPolana
https://www.facebook.com/media/set?vanity=TPCJasnaPolana&set=a.1035389175263099

Veterans recognized for their service during Camden
County Medal Ceremony

Douglas Shelton | Rutgers-Camden | October 17, 2024

Silence fell over the room as Marine Corps Sergeant William Mead
CCAS’79 GSC’88 took the stage to perform the national anthem.
Voices rose in unison as Paul Marone, retired Colonel U.S. Army
Reserve and Rutgers University—Camden public affairs doctoral
student, led the crowd in the Pledge of Allegiance. The words of the
anthem and pledge meant something special to those gathered to
honor military veterans from Rutgers—Camden.

On Wednesday, October 16, the Camden County Board of
Commissioners, in partnership with Rutgers-Camden held the
Camden County Medal Ceremony to recognize students, faculty,
and staff who are Camden County residents and who served in the
U.S. armed forces and as first responders.

Camden County Commissioner Melinda Kane served as the
evening’s master of ceremonies. As a Gold Star mother,
Commissioner Kane spoke about her son Jeremy, a lance corporal
in the U.S. Marine Corps and a criminal justice major at Rutgers-



Camden who was killed in action while deployed in Afghanistan in
2010.

Read Full Story
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Gloucester County Military Service Medal
Presentation Ceremony

Excerpt from Gloucester County Facebook | October 16, 2024

On September 28, 2024, Gloucester County came together at
Riverwinds in West Deptford to honor 73 Veterans who have
bravely served our nation.

In an emotional ceremony led by Director Frank DiMarco and
Commissioner Denice DiCarlo, these heroes were presented with
the prestigious Gloucester County Military Service Medal.

Since its inception in 2001, over 6,294 Gloucester County Military
Service Medals have been awarded. We extend our deepest
gratitude to these veterans for their valor and dedication. Their
legacy lives on through their families, community, and the freedoms
they fought to protect.


https://camden.rutgers.edu/news/giving-honor-whom-honor-due

View Facebook Post

SM DURING
OM & IRAQI FREEDOM

iBLE GRATITUDE, WE REMEMBER THEIR SACRIFICE

JPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM

New Jersey Fallen Heroes Memorial

In Honor of all those from New Jersey who gave
their lives in the fight against terrorism during
Operation Enduring Freedom & Iraqi Freedom.

In humble gratitude, we remember their sacrifice.

Memorial Inscription



https://www.facebook.com/GloucesterCountyNJ/posts/pfbid094Rmp9E1MQuKkwxanewMKy6GPqMxJCBGVC1gSbuwTKApADNN5f7cjwW8CKb44gxLl
https://nj.gov/fallenheroesmemorial/memorial.shtml
https://nj.gov/fallenheroesmemorial/memorial.shtml

"But on the battlefield their feet stood fast, and in an
instant at the height of their fortune, they passed away
from the scene, not of their fear, but of their glory."
~ Pericles

Superstorm Sandy October 2012.

October 29, 2012 November 3, 1791
When Superstorm Sandy hit in General Arthur St. Clair’s army,
2012, 346,000 homes in New including a battalion recruited in

Jersey were damaged or New Jersey, met disastrous defeat


https://nj.gov/fallenheroesmemorial/

destroyed. 2.7 million people were

without power. New Jersey
National Guard troops rescued
more than 7,000 residents and
their pets in the days following
Sandy’s landfall, remaining on
duty following the storm by
assisting civil authorities with
security, transportation, logistics,
and reconstructing efforts. The
troops also delivered more than
10,000 meals and hundreds of
thousands of gallons of fuel.

November 2, 1783

General George Washington
delivered his farewell address to
the Continental Army from his
headquarters at Rockingham,
near Princeton.

by Indians under the command of
Chief Little Turtle near the Wabash
River in Ohio. Over the course of its
service, from May through
November, 1791, 328 officers and
men served in the New Jersey
battalion. Of these, 34 deserted, 5
died of undisclosed causes, 51
were killed or went missing
(presumed dead) on November 4,
and 8 were wounded but escaped.

November 11, 1918

At 11:00 AM the World War |
Armistice began, ending active
combat for the National Guard
soldiers of the New Jersey National
Guard in the 29th Division and
drafted Jerseymen in the 78th and
other divisions and New Jerseyans
in the USMC and Navy.
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We Are Hiring!

At the New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs we
take our work in support of Veterans, Servicemembers and their
families very seriously. Whether supporting our Veterans with
nursing care, transitional housing, or assisting them in navigating


https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Military%20Veterans%20Families%20Resource%20Guide.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Military%20Veterans%20Families%20Resource%20Guide.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Veterans%20Benefits%20Guide.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Veterans%20Benefits%20Guide.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Veterans%20Transportation%20Guide.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Veterans%20Transportation%20Guide.pdf
https://www.va.gov/getstarted/
https://www.va.gov/getstarted/

access to their Veteran benefits, the Department provides valuable
services and can offer rewarding career opportunities to members
of the public.

We also have opportunities in facilities management and program
management. In addition, we have job openings for members of our

military to serve in AGR and Federal Technician roles.

Subscribe to DMAVA Jobs Bulletin to stay updated on job openings.
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We hope you enjoy receiving our newsletter and find it both
educational and engaging. If you have questions about our


https://dmava.org/
https://www.nj.gov/military/admin/vacancy/
https://dmava.org/events
https://dmava.org/events
https://dmava.org/events

department, our programs or your benefits, please visit our
website at nj.gov/military to get contact information.

Please email us at outreach@dmava.nj.gov with feedback
and comments regarding the newsletter. If you would like to
contribute with an item of interest to our subscribers, please
email us your proposal.

Visit the DMAVA archives to view previous editions of our
newsletter.

Forward to a friend
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nj.gov/military
NJ Department of Military & Veterans Affairs
101 Eggerts Crossing Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
Privacy Notice

Disclaimer: The appearance of any non-DMAVA information or hyperlinks
does not constitute endorsement of the products or services on the part of
the New Jersey Department of Military & Veterans Affairs.
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