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The Williams Family Metedeconk Homestead: 1788 to Present 

 

IntroducƟon:__________________________________________________________________ 

In post-RevoluƟonary War America, the Williams Family of Shrewsbury and Deal migrated further southwest, 
leaping into the pinelands of lower Shrewsbury, now known as Howell Township, Monmouth County, New Jersey.  
They established a family homestead that would serve several generaƟons of the family.  This is an analysis of 
the family and the land, and how both evolved unƟl an extraordinary series of tragedies effecƟvely froze the 
estate in Ɵme, leaving much of it essenƟally the same as it was over a hundred and sixty years ago. 

RevoluƟonary War Period – The 1788 Land AcquisiƟon:________________________________   

In 1788, Daniel Williams (abt. 1737-1795) requested the survey of 30 acres on the north side of the North Branch 
of the Metedeconk River in Shrewsbury, Monmouth County. He was acƟvely construcƟng a new house on the 
property that he was having surveyed (see Land Survey, Figure 3b).  Daniel was the son of John Williams, the 
cordwainer (1705-1776) of Shrewsbury (see Will of John Williams, Figure C-4).  He began paying tax on the 30 
acres in 1794 as shown in the tax ratables of Shrewsbury, NJ when his improved land increased from 30 to 60 
acres (see Shrewsbury Tax Ratables, Figure B-1).  It is most likely that it was this older Daniel and not his son 
Daniel, just turning 21 at the Ɵme, who iniƟated the transacƟon for the 30 acres.  The deal included major 
poliƟcal and land real estate players and could probably only have been iniƟated by an older and established 
man who was well connected to the proprietors of Monmouth County, as elder Daniel was likely to be as the 
great-grandson of Monmouth seƩler John Williams (1640-1719) (see Will of John Williams, Figure C-1, Will of 
Daniel Williams, Figure C-2 and Hornor Excerpt, Figure C-3; Will of John Williams, Figure C-4).   

The 1788 transacƟon is significant for a number of reasons.  Unlike several Williams family contemporaries 
dealing with loss from their loyalist acƟviƟes during the RevoluƟonary War, this land transacƟon appears to be 
a different story and shows the family’s footprint growing.  First, the warrants, or rights to claim land, were 
repossessed from William Alexander, Lord SƟrling, a NJ Surveyor General who died heavily in debt near the end 
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of the war.  The administrator of William Alexander’s estate and prime lender, Robert R. Livingston, reclaimed 
and sold these and other land warrants to saƟsfy debts and to assist his then-bankrupt cousin, Sarah Livingston, 
the widowed Lady SƟrling.  In addiƟon to his role as Surveyor General, William Alexander was a Major General 
under George Washington.  Robert R. Livingston, along with Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin 
and Roger Sherman served on the CommiƩee of Five that draŌed the DeclaraƟon of Independence.  A few 
months following this 1788 land transacƟon, Livingston swore into office the first President of the United States, 
George Washington.  This was patriot land (see Survey Return, Figure 1; ValenƟne, Lord SƟrling, 1969). 

The survey of the land was conducted by Anthony Dennis on behalf of Kenneth Hankinson and at the request of 
Daniel Williams d.1795.   

                    

Figure 1:  Page 1 of the Original Survey Return and Chain of Title from S9-336 (Recorded July 5, 1793). Signed by Surveyor General 
Andrew Bell, this document traces the land ownership from Lord SƟrling's estate to Daniel Williams. Courtesy of the New Jersey State 
Archives, Early Land Records. 
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Transcribed text: 

S9 336 22d. May 1788 Survey to Kenneth Hankinson, at the Request of Danl. Williams, for 30 Acres in Monmouth.  
 

Recd [Received] 23d. April 1793 AB [Andrew Bell] 
5th July 1793, Returned the within and enclosed 2 Tracts containing 60 to the Heirs or Assigns of Wm Earl of 
SƟrling, under whom Kenneth Hankinson claims in part of a Deed to him from Robert R Livingston for 700 South 
of Raritan, dated 15th April 1791 and recorded in AB 8. 122, being in part of a Deed to him from Elisha Boudinot 
for 2500 dated 27th Novr 1789 and recorded in AB 8. 37, being in part of a Warrant to said Heirs or Assigns for 
4323 325 [sic] dated 17th Decr 1785 and recorded in W 8. 135, Which was conveyed to said Elisha Boudinot by 
John Harden- bergh, Sheriff of Somerset, by Deed dated 20th Novr 1789 and recorded in AB 8. 26, Who Sold the 
same by ExecuƟon against the Estate of the said Wm Earl of SƟrling. — 
Andrew Bell Dy Surv Genl [Deputy Surveyor General] 
 
This document outlines a complex chain of ownership of the land warrants involving several prominent historical 
figures. It confirms that the land surveyed for Daniel Williams originated from the estate of William Alexander, 
Lord SƟrling. 
 

The path of ownership is as follows (East Jersey Proprietary Records, S9-336): 
1) William Earl of SƟrling (Estate) unƟl Nov. 20, 1789 (Original Owner) 
2) John Hardenbergh on Nov. 20, 1789 (Sheriff of Somerset, sold land by execuƟon/force to pay debts) 
3) Elisha Boudinot from Nov. 20 unƟl Nov. 27, 1789 (Bought the land from the Sheriff in 1789) 
4) Robert R. Livingston from Nov. 27, 1789 to April 15, 1791 (A Founding Father, bought it from Boudinot) 
5) Kenneth Hankinson (Acquired it from Livingston, surveyed it for Daniel Williams) 
6) Daniel Williams from April 15, 1793 (However he had full use of the land as of the 1788 survey, and had 

already been construcƟng a home there) 
 

The record summary on the NJ Early Land Records website states the others named in the document which 
include: Nathaniel BriƩon (Present at survey); Anthony Dennis (Deputy Surveyor) (Signatory); James Emans 
(Present at survey); Joel Emans (Chain Bearer); John Hardenbergh (late Sheriff of Somerset) (Former owner of 
land); Lewis Lewis (Chain Bearer); John Rutherfurd (Surveyor General). 
 
 

 

Figure 2: Database entry for East Jersey Proprietary Record S9-336 (May 22, 1788). Courtesy of the New Jersey State Archives, Early 
Land Records. 
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Figure 3a:  Page 3 of the Original Survey Return S9-336 (May 22, 1788). WriƩen by Deputy Surveyor Anthony Dennis describing the 
metes and bounds of the 30-acre tract. Courtesy of the New Jersey State Archives, Early Land Records 

Transcribed Text: 
 

Sir 
 

I Have Survey’d for Kenneth Hankinson at the Request of Daniel Williams, on a Right of LocaƟon of Pine Land, All 
tha[t] Tract of unappropriated land, Situated on the South East Side of Miery branch, which Vents into the North 
Side of the North branch of Metetecunk river, About a Mile to^the Southward; in the Township of Shrewsbury, in 
the County of Monmouth, and Eastern Division of New Jersey: Begining at the End of Eight Chains & Forty Links 
on a So[uth] Twenty Seven degree East Course, from the South East Corner, of Said Da[niel] Williams’s New House, 
(not yet finished) at a White Oak Saplin about [?] inches through marked on four Sides and one notch under Each 
bla[ze] Standing about Six foot Northward of a Road, Thence (1) North twenty Degrees West FiŌeen chains, 
Thence (2) South Sixty Eight degrees Wes[t] Twenty chains, Thence (3) South twenty two degrees East FiŌeen 
cha[ins] Thence (4) North Sixty Eight degrees East twenty Chains to the Beginin[g] Containing thirty Acres Strict 
Measure, A Map of which Survey, ComputaƟon of its Contents, A Copy of the Field Work, And the names [of] the 
Chain Bearers and other persons present, Are here with Delivere[d] you, Dated this Twenty Second day of May 
one thousand Seven Hu[ndred] And Eighty Eight. — 
Anthony Dennis Depu[ty] Sur[veyor] 
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Date: May 22, 1788 
People: Kenneth Hankinson, Daniel Williams, Anthony Dennis (Surveyor) 
LocaƟon: Shrewsbury Township, Monmouth County, New Jersey (near the North branch of the 
Metetecunk/Metedeconk River) 
 
A note on the land survey process and accuracy of the Ɵme:  It is historically consistent for there to be noƟceable 
differences between recorded and actual metes and bounds from this period.  Heavily wooded and parƟally 
swampy tracts such as this one were difficult to measure with the chains of the Ɵme.  In this case, it’s esƟmated 
that the actual tract may have been closer to 40 acres than the 30 acres recorded (Author’s esƟmaƟon based on 
1930s Aerial and NJDEP GIS tax map overlays). 
 
Included in the survey was the drawn plot of land with metes and bounds, as well as geographic descripƟons 
used to locate the land. 

   

Figure 3b: Page 3 of Original Survey Return S9-336 (May 22, 1788). Hand-drawn survey sketch illustraƟng the geometry of the 30-acre 
tract. Courtesy of the New Jersey State Archives, Early Land Records. 

In isolaƟon, the 1788 survey for Daniel Williams tells us the following about the locaƟon of the land: 

1) It was located on the north side of the North Branch of the Metedeconk River in Shrewsbury, NJ 
2) It was in the form of a parƟally rotated rectangle with an area of approximately 30 acres 
3) At the southeast corner of the property, there was a road running generally north-south 
4) At the northwest corner there was a muddy stream, or “miery branch” that ran for about a mile before 

draining into the north side of the North Branch of the Metedeconk River (see Land Survey, Figure 3b) 
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Although this area was not yet well seƩled, it was familiar to the Williams Family.  When Daniel Williams d.1795 
was a young man, his father John’s first cousin, John Williams (1719-1768), was very acƟve in this exact area.  He 
and his business partners owned vast tracts of pine land here and operated two mills right down the road (see 
Map Details, Figure 4a and 4b; Wills, George Williams, 1743, Figure C-38, Wills, John Williams, 1768, Figure C-
39; Land Records, Figure A-5 and A-6).  The first mill was located where modern-day Route 9 spans over the 
North Branch of the Metedeconk River, as illustrated by the BriƟsh in their 1781 map.  The second was located 
where modern-day Lanes Pond Road crosses the eastern edge of Lake Louise, on the Haystack Brook tributary 
of the North Branch of the Metedeconk River (see Monmouth County Map, 1781, Figure 4a, Monmouth County 
Map, 1851, Figure 4b; Hornor 1932, 116; Nelson 1901, 530–31; SƟllwell 1903, 1:267). 

                            

Figure 4a: Detail from "Map of Monmouth County" (1781) by Hills, Morgan and Dennis. "To His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton, K.B., 
general and commander of His Majestys [sic] Forces, &c &c &c in North America. This map is most humbly dedicated by His Excellencys 
[sic] most obedient humble servant, John Hills, asst. engineer." 

                             

Figure 4b: The “New Williams Saw Mill” from the 1761 land survey (Figure A-6) is now labeled as the “Old Saw Mill” in the 1851 map. 
The John Williams saw mill cited in Figure A-5 at the intersecƟon of Route 9 and the North Branch of the Metedeconk River no longer 
exists. 
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This cousin, John Williams, died in 1768, just before the war.  Many of his land and mill investments in this area 
do not seem to appear in his will and are presumed to either have been sold to his partners, the Throckmortons, 
before his death, or confiscated from his heirs, who were riddled with BriƟsh Loyalists during the RevoluƟonary 
War (see Wills, John Williams 1768, Figure C-39; PublicaƟons, Loyalists, Figure C-40). Twenty years aŌer the 
death of this John Williams, the family returned to the North Branch. 

 

Antebellum Period – The Growth of the Homestead & the Loss of the Patriarch____________ 

Having just arrived to the area, Daniel Williams died in 1795, only two years aŌer he started paying taxes on the 
30-acre tract (see Will of Daniel Williams, Figure C-5, Tax Ratables, Figures B-1 and B-2).  His son, Daniel Williams 
(abt. 1767-1832) conƟnued the operaƟon and expanded the farm, adding an addiƟonal 30 acres for a total of 60 
acres, which were split amongst his children at his death in 1832 (see ParƟƟon NoƟces, Figures C-6 and C-7).  
Two of the four shares were leŌ to son Daniel Williams (1802-1843), who appears to have proceeded to buy out 
his sibling, nephew and nieces and further expanded the farm by an addiƟonal 40 acres.  The 30-acre original 
1788 homestead was now 100 acres, which contained an apple orchard, oak and pine forests and most likely 
addiƟonal cleared farming plots (see Estate Sale NoƟces, Figures C-9 and C-10). 

The third Daniel Williams to live and farm the homestead took his own life in 1843.  In the report about his death, 
it was said that “not having the fear of God before his eyes but being seduced by the Devil” he hanged himself 
“in a certain wood” from “a certain oak tree near to Joseph Reynolds’” (see Coroner's Inquest, Figure C-11).  He 
died young at the age of 41.  Several of his children were minors who conƟnued to live on the property in the 
“newer house” unƟl the remarriage of Daniel’s widow, Elizabeth Layton, to Gilbert L. Layton.  By 1850, Elizabeth 
and five younger Williams children had moved into the household of Gilbert Layton (see Estate Sale NoƟce, 
Figure C-10; U.S. Federal Census, 1850, Howell Township, Monmouth County, Household of Gilbert Layton). 

In 1849, Daniel and Elizabeth’s oldest child, Mary Williams, and her husband, Israel West Reynolds, who lived 
directly south of the Williams Homestead, requested the division of the land for the nine heirs (see Abstract of 
Division, Figure C-8; ApplicaƟon for Division, Figure C-9).  Since the land could not be properly divided, it was 
sold for cash proceeds.  Interested parƟes were instructed to see Israel Reynolds, who ulƟmately purchased the 
enƟre 1788 Williams tract from the estate (see Estate Sale NoƟce, Figure C-10). 

The extraordinary chain of events that followed confirms that the homestead was indeed purchased by 
Reynolds.  First, Israel and Mary Reynolds appear to have arranged for the “newer house” that Daniel Williams 
d.1843 had constructed just before his death to be uƟlized as the new neighborhood school, labeled as a district 
school on the 1851 Monmouth County Map (see Detail of Map of Monmouth County, 1851, Figure 4c).  There is 
no record of the construcƟon of a new school house in the area unƟl 1870, supporƟng the theory that the school 
house was a preexisƟng residenƟal structure. 

The 1851 map shows Gilbert Layton with new wife, Elizabeth Layton and Williams children, including sons Daniel 
David Williams and William H. H. Williams, living to the south of the school.  J Reynolds to the east of them on 
the map is Joseph Miller Reynolds, who is the father of Mary Williams’ husband Israel West Reynolds, the new 
owner of the land and the apparent reason for the new D School designaƟon on the map (see 1851 Map Detail, 
Figure 4c). 
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Figure 4c: Detail from "Map of Monmouth County, New Jersey" (1851) by Lighƞoot & Geil.  

 

Civil War Period – Tragedy & Survival:______________________________________________ 

This appears to have been the status quo unƟl the American Civil War, as young men from the community 
volunteered to serve the Union.  Many enlisted in the Monmouth County-sourced Company K of the 29th NJ 
Volunteer Infantry, including Daniel D. Williams, no longer a boy, his oldest brother, Thomas Edward Williams 
and his brother-in-law, Stewart Newman (Muster Rolls, Monmouth County Clerk’s Office, 1862).  Company K 
mustered on September 20, 1862.  They were mustered out on June 30, 1863 (Stryker, Record of Officers and 
Men of New Jersey in the Civil War, Vol. II).   Their campaign ended without Thomas E. Williams.  He died most 
likely from disease, which was common to this company, on April 23, 1863 and was buried at home in southern 
Howell on the old Williams family plot by his brother-in-law, Israel West Reynolds, sister, Mary Williams Reynolds, 
Williams family and friends (see Thomas E. Williams Headstone, Figure D-4; Raser, New Jersey Graveyard 
Locators, "Southard ME Churchyard"). 

Four months later, on August 3, 1863, Mary Williams Reynolds died.  She was also buried on the old family plot, 
immediately next to her brother Thomas, by husband, Israel West Reynolds, Williams family and friends.  The 
following year, on April 4, 1864, their sister Rebecca Williams White died.  The following year, on December 26, 
1865, their sister Catherine Williams died.  Two years later on September 27, 1867, their sister Ann Williams 
died.  The following month, on October 9, 1867, their sister Lucinda Williams died.  In a span of just four years, 
six Williams siblings had perished (see Contemporary Image CollecƟon, Appendix D; Raser, New Jersey Graveyard 
Locators, "Southard ME Churchyard"; Find a Grave, Memorials #3988698, #3988673, #3988686, #3988681, 
#3988678, #3988683). 

In 1864, in the midst of catastrophic loss, Israel West Reynolds donated land for the construcƟon of a new 
Methodist Episcopal Church.  He carved the one-acre church and burial ground parcel out of the larger 
homestead, which was sold on April 1, 1864, eight months aŌer the death of his wife Mary (see CerƟficate of 
IncorporaƟon, Figure 5; Raser, New Jersey Graveyard Locators, "Southard Methodist Episcopal Churchyard").  He 
sold the northern porƟon of the homestead to his brother, Charles Reynolds and wife Hannah, as they soon 
appear in the locaƟon (see Atlas of Monmouth County, 1873, Figure 12; U.S. Federal Census, 1910, Howell 
Township, NJ, Household of William H. H. Williams).   

When the church was completed and incorporated in 1866, and then dedicated in 1867, the graves of Williams 
siblings Thomas, Mary, Rebecca, Catherine, Ann and Lucinda rested in a row, ending just feet from its entrance 
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in the new Southard Churchyard.  The only children of Daniel and Elizabeth to survive were son Daniel David 
Williams, his sister Josephine Williams Newman and youngest brother William Henry Harrison Williams.  All the 
others passed before the age of 37 (U.S. Federal Census, 1860, 1870).  The church and churchyard are essenƟally 
the same today as they were 160 years ago, located at 2 Church Road, near Kent Road in the heart of the 
Southard secƟon of Howell (Raser, New Jersey Graveyard Locators; Digital imagery available via Google Maps). 

                  

Figure 5: CerƟficate of IncorporaƟon of Bethel Methodist Episcopal Church, Howell Township, NJ. Original document recorded May 30, 
1866, by Holmes W. Murphy, Clerk. Image provided courtesy of the Monmouth County Archives. 

Transcribed text: 

CerƟficate of IncorporaƟon of Bethel Methodist Episcopal Church 
 

This is to cerƟfy that the undersigned were duly elected Feb 23, 1866 Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in Howell Township Monmouth County New Jersey and on March 16. 1866 organized by the appointment of H. 
B. Beegle as President and thereupon resolved that the church should be known as the "Bethel Methodist 
Episcopal Church" 
 

Bethel March 16, 1866 Witness our hand and seal 
 

Trustees: 
H. B. Beegle Pres [L.S.], Garret J. Lecompt [L.S.], R. Gant [L.S.], John Marlle [L.S.], William Reynolds [L.S.], James 
G. Cooper [L.S.], Gilbert L. Layton [L.S.] 
 

Received and Recorded May 30. 1866. Holmes W Murphy Clerk 
 

Analysis – LocaƟng the Land:_____________________________________________________  
The disƟncƟve rectangular shape of the 30-acre 1788-surveyed homestead tract, in connecƟon with the story of 
the Williams’ & Reynolds Family loss and recovery makes it possible to physically locate the land.   

RevisiƟng the dimensions and orientaƟon described in the survey, there is one clear fit in the modern-day map: 
Block 77 in Howell Township, New Jersey (Howell Township Tax Map). 
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Figure 6: Modern satellite imagery of Block 77, Howell Township, NJ. Digital imagery available via Google Earth. 

      

Figure 7: 1930s Aerial Photography overlaid onto modern satellite imagery. Digital imagery available via NJDEP "NJ Time Machine" 
and Google Earth. 
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Figure 8: 1788 Survey Sketch (S9-336) overlaid onto modern satellite imagery. Composite image uƟlizing document courtesy of the New 
Jersey State Archives and base imagery via Google Earth. 

Below is the modern terrain view of Block 77, at a slightly higher elevaƟon. It shows “A Road”, today known as 
Route 9, at the southeast corner and “Miery Branch”, today known as Willow Run, at the northwest corner of 
the 30-acre tract on the north side of the North Branch of the Metedeconk River, precisely as described in the 
1788 survey: 

 

Figure 9:  Modern street and terrain map of the Southard area, Howell Township, NJ. Digital imagery available via Google Maps. 

With the exact boundaries of the 1788 tract confirmed on the modern landscape, we can now track its physical 
evoluƟon through the successive maps of the 19th and 20the centuries. 
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Analysis - Map and Aerial CollecƟon 1851-1930:_____________________________________ 

                    

Figure 10:  Detail from "Map of Monmouth County, New Jersey" (1851) by Lighƞoot & Geil. Shows the "D School" (District School) 
located on the Williams homestead 

                    

Figure 11:  Detail from "Map of Monmouth County, New Jersey" (1861) by S.N. & F.W. Beers. Shows the property labeled as "School 
No. 8" and the surrounding Reynolds and Layton properƟes. 
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Figure 12:  Detail from "Atlas of Monmouth County, New Jersey" (1873) by Beers, Comstock & Cline. Illustrates the locaƟon of the new 
“M.E.C.H.” (Methodist Church), "S.H. No. 108" (School House), "W.H. Williams Store" and Mrs. H. Reynolds, William H. H. Williams’ 
mother-in-law, residing on the 1788 homestead. 

               

Figure 13: Detail from "Atlas of Monmouth County, New Jersey" (1889) by Wolverton & Chester. IdenƟfies the "H.W. Williams" residence 
on the northern porƟon of the original tract. A new school appears next to the highway. The school sƟll exists and houses the Southard 
Grange. Note: Map printed with North on the right. 
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Figure 14:  Detail from "1930s Aerial Photography of New Jersey." Illustrates the landscape of the Williams homestead prior to modern 
subdivision. Courtesy of the New Jersey Department of Environmental ProtecƟon (NJDEP) and the New Jersey Office of InformaƟon 
Technology, Office of GIS (NJOGIS). 

Analysis - The History and Ownership of the Land:____________________________________ 

Compiling all of the facts and imagery enables the following conclusions for the history of the 1788 homestead: 

1) The land warrants were first acquired by William Alexander in the 1760s.  He was Surveyor General in 
the area at the Ɵme. 

2) William Alexander died in debt in 1783 and the warrants were ulƟmately purchased by his widow’s 
cousin, and one of his leading creditors, Robert R Livingston, in 1789.  Livingston was a Founding Father. 

3) Daniel Williams d.1795 acquired the warrant rights from Robert R Livingston, via Kenneth Hankinson, 
and requested the survey of the 30 acres in May of 1788, the paperwork was finalized and he began 
paying tax on the land in 1793.  Daniel Williams was the first owner of this land. 

4) Daniel Williams d.1832 inherited the 30-acre homestead from his father in 1795.  He added 30 addiƟonal 
acres to the main homestead tract. 

5) Daniel Williams d.1843 inherited half of the 60-acre tract, appeared to buy out the other shares and 
added an addiƟonal 40 acres, bringing the total land to 100 acres unƟl he took his own life in 1843. 

6) Israel Reynolds, along with his wife, Mary Williams Reynolds who was the oldest child of Daniel Williams 
d.1843, managed the estate sale and purchased the land themselves in 1850. 

7) Israel West Reynolds appeared to allow the “newer house” to serve as the new school by 1851, as it 
appears in the 1851 Monmouth County map, and then in the 1861 map labeled as School House 8. 
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8) In 1863, Israel W and Mary Williams Reynolds built a new house on the Williams family tract in what the 
series of maps illustrate to be the same locaƟon as the 1840 home and schoolhouse. (Monmouth County 
Board of TaxaƟon, Property Record Card, 37 Clayton Rd; Realtor.com, Property Details, accessed 2026). 

9) In August 1863, wife Mary died and was buried on the homestead. In 1864, Israel Reynolds donated the 
land for a church, including the burial ground.  He sold the northern porƟon to his brother Charles and 
wife Hannah, and they occupied the home.  The church and burial ground become frozen in Ɵme.  

10) In 1873, the youngest child of Daniel Williams’ d.1843 and brother of Daniel D Williams, William Henry 
Harrison Williams, opened a store on the southeast corner of the 30-acre 1788 Williams homestead next 
to the church (see Atlas of Monmouth County, 1873, Figure 12; U.S. Federal Census, 1870; Donahay, 
Alma. History of Howell.). 

                           

Figure 15:  General Store sign located in the Southard Grange.  KLVW-TV Leisure Village West. (2025, February 1). 25-02-01 The Ghostly 
History of the Southard Grange (Video screenshot). 

11) In 1873, the Allaire family leased the land next to the Williams store to build a new schoolhouse, labeled 
as number “SCH” on the 1889 map (see Atlas of Monmouth County, 1889, Figure 13; Franklin Ellis, History 
of Monmouth County, New Jersey (Philadelphia: R. T. Peck & Co., 1885), 653; Deeds, Monmouth County 
Clerk’s Office, 1873). 

12) In 1876, William H. H. Williams, beƩer known as Henry Williams, married Cornelia “Colby” Reynolds, the 
daughter of the 1788 Williams homestead owners, Charles and Hannah Reynolds, seƫng the stage for 
his reacquisiƟon of the land (U.S. Federal Census, 1860, 1870, Howell Township, Household of Charles 
Reynolds; New Jersey State Archives, Marriage Records, 1876).   

13) By the late 1870s, Henry Williams reclaimed the northern two-thirds of the original 1788 family tract as 
shown in the 1889 map.  His brother Daniel D. Williams also returned to the ancestral home and moved 
on or adjacent to the property by 1900 (see Atlas of Monmouth County, 1889, Figure 13, Figure 15, Figure 
17; U.S. Federal Census, 1910; U.S. Federal Census, 1900; New Jersey State Census, 1905; Southard 
Clipping, Figure C-19). 
 

Analysis - The New Southard School:_______________________________________________ 

When Daniel Williams d.1795 first surveyed and acquired his 30-acre tract in May of 1788, there were no 
adjoining land owners named in the survey, indicaƟng he was among the first to look to seƩle there.  (see Survey, 
Figure 3a). Family names such as Emmons, Reynolds, Cooper, and Layton quickly filled the surrounding tracts.  
John West was amongst the West family present in the area and by 1832, he secured the sliver of land between 
the Williams property and the main road to Freehold (see ParƟƟon NoƟce, Figure C-6).  The 1788 survey 
explained that only the southeast corner of the Williams tract sat adjacent to “The Road”.  This land was shortly 
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thereaŌer sold in 1835 by West to James and Gurtrude Parker (Miscellaneous Records Book F: 56–57, 
Monmouth County Archives). By 1850, when the Williams tract was adverƟsed for sale, this land, and vast tracts 
on the east side of the road, belonged to James P. Allaire (1785-1858) (see ParƟƟon NoƟce, Figure C-7). 

Around this Ɵme, Southard was growing and changing.  From the new Methodist Church, to the W.H.H. Williams 
General Store to the reoccupaƟon of the Williams family home by Hannah and Charles Reynolds, the 1873 map 
shows a number of changes to the neighborhood.  The 1889 map marks another significant change with the 
appearance of a new school, now in line with the Methodist Church and the hardware store on Church Road 
(see Map Detail CollecƟon, Figure 16).     

       

Figure 16: Focused view of the heart of Southard from the 1851, 1861, 1873 and 1889 maps. 

In 1873, Calicia A. T. Allaire, the widow of industrialist James P. Allaire, leased one acre to the Southard public 
school trustees, namely Joseph Lane, John I. Reynolds and Gilbert Layton (Miscellaneous Records Book, F:56-57, 
Monmouth County Archives).  The community erected and quickly filled a new schoolhouse here on this wedge 
of land.  The 1873 map shows the school to be located across the road and further south by the LeCompte 
property.  It may have been a mapping error. It also may have been similar to the Israel West Reynolds scenario 
where the LeCompte’s were allowing classes in an unused structure on their property while another was built. 

About twenty years later in 1894, per the local newspapers, the school board decided the school had to be 
expanded, and so in the summer of that year, an addiƟon was built in order to house the kids of the growing 
community (see Clippings, Figure C-36).   

The Return Home and the 20th Century _____________________________________________ 

In 1878, Henry Williams purchased the northern two-thirds of the 1788-surveyed farm from his wife Cornelia’s 
parents, Charles and Hannah A. Reynolds. It was just six days shy of the 90th anniversary of when his great-
grandfather, Daniel Williams d.1795, was building the first house and called for the survey of the land.  It was 
just ten days shy of the 35th anniversary of his father’s tragic death, the event that ulƟmately caused the family’s 
flight from the ancestral plot.  Henry Williams was eight years old then, but on May 16, 1878, at the age of thirty-
six, he returned home (see Clipping, Real Estate Transfers, Figure 17).  

           

Figure 17: Detail from the "Real Estate Transfers" secƟon of the Monmouth Democrat (Freehold, NJ), published Thursday, May 16, 
1878. This entry documents the conveyance of land from "Hannah A. Reynolds and husband to Wm. H. H. Williams," consisƟng of "17 
77-100 acres in township of Howell" for a consideraƟon of $450.  
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Henry Williams and his wife, Cornelia, raised their family in the large, 3-story farmhouse set in the center of the 
property. 

When Henry Williams made the purchase, the sale was listed in the newspaper.  Unlike the 1788 survey, a rough 
approximaƟon using anƟquated means, the 1878 survey was accurately recorded to be 17 77-100 acres (see 
Real Estate Transfer, Figure 17).  When highlighƟng the property boundaries of the homestead from 1878 on a 
modern map, the acreage equals exactly 17 77-100 acres (see Google Earth Image, Figure 18).   
 

 

Figure 18: A Google Earth satellite image illustraƟng the property boundaries defined by the historical road alignments surrounding 
the homestead. The soŌware calculates the enclosed area to be exactly 17.77 acres (see also Modern Parcel Map, Figure 33).  
 

In the 1890s, the two Williams brothers seemed to move around more than ever, whether simply to experience 
shore life for a summer, as both brothers did; or try new business ventures, such as Henry Williams’ store in 
Asbury Park.  According to reports, the Williams store was known for high-grade saddles and riding gear (see 
Brief Business Bits W.H. Williams, Figure C-18).  In the end, the Williams brothers always seemed to find their 
way back home (see Williams move home to Southard, Figure C-17, Southard News, Figure C-36).  

In the summer of 1894, when Henry Williams was busy with his new store in Asbury Park, his nephew and Daniel 
D. Williams’ oldest son, Thomas Edward Williams, farmed the 18-acre Williams tracts for the season (see 
Southard News, Figure C-36).  A couple of years later, in 1898, Thomas E., named aŌer the brother Daniel lost 
during the Civil War, purchased the Cook farm just east of his father's property at the western edge of Church 
Road in Southard (see Newspaper Clipping, Figure C-20; Detail from Atlas of Monmouth County, New Jersey, 
1889, Figure 13). Together, father and son farmed the land. AŌer a couple of years, however, Thomas E. Williams 
decided to move away from the farm, leaving behind the agricultural life his family had lived for generaƟons. As 
Ɵmes changed, Daniel D. Williams also moved back eastward down Church Road (Snippet from "Southard", 
Figure C-19; U.S. Federal Census, 1900, 1910, 1920, Howell and Lakewood, NJ, Thomas Edward Williams 
Household). 
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By 1900, Daniel David Williams, along with his wife Catherine Louisa Newman, rejoined his brother Henry 
Williams and his wife Cornelia Reynolds at the 1788-surveyed family homestead; the place where both brothers 
were born (see U.S. Federal Census, 1910, Figure 19, 1900, 1840, 1850; N.J. 1905 Census; Southard Clipping, 
Figure C-19).  For nearly two decades, the brothers and their families lived and farmed their ancestral land, 
moving about the Monmouth and Ocean County areas visiƟng family, including their sister Josephine Williams 
Newman, who lived just down Kent Road.  They both remained acƟve with family, farming, retail and real estate 
through these years. 

 

Figure 19: Detail from the 1910 U.S. Federal Census, Howell Township, Monmouth County, NJ. Showing the households of brothers 
Daniel D. Williams and William H.H. Williams living side-by-side on the ancestral tract.  (Courtesy of Ancestry.com) 

 
The Williams siblings’ later years in Southard, Howell, were seemingly everything they had envisioned, and 
strikingly different from the tougher Ɵmes they survived in the past. As evidenced by local paper clippings and 
some of the first family photos, they spent their final years at home and traveling around locally to enjoy the 
finer places of the area, embraced by their expanding families. (see Clippings, Figures 21, 22, 23; Photos, Figures 
20, 24). 
     

 
Figure 20: Colorized family image around 1900 showing Henry Williams and Cornelia Reynolds, with younger members of the family, 
out for a day at the beach during Big Sea Day. (Courtesy of Ancestry.com user clamhusker). 



22 
 

                                                                                       

 
Figure 21, 22 and 23: Selected clippings from the Freehold Transcript’s "Southard" column illustraƟng the Ɵght-knit social circle of the 
aging Williams siblings. Top: Friday, March 24, 1916.  LeŌ: Friday, October 17, 1913. Right: Friday, April 8, 1898. 
 

 
Figure 24: Colorized family image around 1900 showing Daniel D. Williams and Catherine Louisa Newman, with younger members of 
the family, out for a day at the beach. (Courtesy of Ancestry.com user clamhusker). 

 
In early 1917, William Henry Harrison Williams and his sister Josephine Williams Newman died.  Josephine 
passed in January at her home in Southard (see Obituaries, Figure C-14).  Henry passed in March at his home, 
the home that his sister, Mary, and her husband, Israel West Reynolds, had built over 50 years prior on the 
Williams tract (see Obituaries, Figure C-13).  Daniel D. Williams’s wife, Catherine Louisa Newman, died a few 
years later in 1920, also at home on Kent Road in Southard (see Obituaries, Figure C-12).  All nine siblings rest 
together on the family plot and ancestral land, buried in the Southard Churchyard (see Detail from 1889 Map, 
Figure 13; Contemporary Image CollecƟon, Appendix D; Raser, New Jersey Graveyard Locators).  Daniel David 
Williams joined them nearly 20 years later, in 1937 (see Obituaries, Figure C-15). 
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On April 5, 1919, Cornelia’s father, Charles Reynolds, died while living with his recently-widowed daughter (see 
Obituaries, Figure C-21).  In one of the final documented Williams & Reynolds family events to occur on the 
ancestral plot, of which there were many, Charles Reynolds’ funeral ceremony was held at the 1863 farmhouse 
(see Obituaries, Figure C-25).  He was then carried a few hundred feet south to the Southard Graveyard, where 
he was buried.  AŌer her father’s death, Cornelia moved from the 18-acre Williams farm onto Squankum Road 
as seen in the 1920 census. She then lived in Middletown, where she died in 1944 (see Obituaries, Figure C-22; 
Federal Census 1920, Monmouth County, NJ, Cornelia Reynolds; W.H.H. Williams Will, Figure C-16). 
 
The 1920 census and the death of Catherine Louisa Newman Williams marked the end of four successive 
generaƟons of men named Daniel Williams living on and farming this ancestral Monmouth County land. They 
did so during twenty-eight U.S. presidencies, from George Washington to Woodrow Wilson.  Daniel D. Williams’ 
final appearance in the census records would occur in 1930 when he lived about two miles south in Lakewood, 
NJ, with his son, Thomas E. Williams.  He was living there, the eldest among four generaƟons of the Williams 
lineage, foreshadowing the family’s next move eight miles east to a growing young town named Point Pleasant, 
where the next chapters in this Williams family history would be wriƩen (see U.S. Federal Census 1930, Figure 
25; 1940, Point Pleasant, Ocean County, NJ, Thomas E. Williams Household).   
 

 
 

Figure 25: Detail from the 1930 U.S. Federal Census, Lakewood Township, Ocean County, NJ. Showing Daniel D. Williams (age 92, 
incorrectly listed as 98) living in the household of his son, Thomas E. Williams, with his son Harry with wife Ruth and their children, 
Mavis and Amada living next door.  (Courtesy of Ancestry.com). 

 
UlƟmately, Daniel David Williams stood as a defining figure in the history of the Williams family Metedeconk 
Homestead. More than just a farmer and Civil War veteran, his life provides a comprehensive record of the 
family’s deepest tragedies and its eventual restoraƟon in Howell Township. From his early displacement from 
the property to the devastaƟng loss of his brother Thomas and five sisters during the 1860s, Daniel's quiet return 
to the ancestral homestead underscores the physical resilience of the lineage. Known to the Southard 
community as "Uncle Dan," his final decades were spent walking the exact boundaries his great-grandfather had 
surveyed in 1788. His nearly century-long life bridged the RevoluƟonary-era origins of his forebears with the 
modern twenƟeth century, anchoring the verified historical record of the Williams family firmly within the 
Monmouth County landscape. 
 
Having lived to 1937 and well into his 99th year, this man not only had the opportunity to witness extraordinary 
change in the Country and world around him, but also had the opportunity to impress those experiences onto 
others and inspire future generaƟons with his legacy.  These generaƟons may now be gone as well, but the legacy 
remains, intact and well prepared to inspire.    
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Figure 26: "Daniel Williams Has Had Enough War." ArƟcle detailing Daniel D. Williams’ Civil War service and 88th birthday. Asbury Park 
Press (Asbury Park, NJ), July 6, 1926, p. 3. 
 

Daniel David Williams’ obituary following his death on March 1, 1937, one-hundred and fiŌy years aŌer his great-
grandfather, Daniel Williams secured his “Pine Land” along the North Branch of the Metedeconk River (see 
Obituaries, Daniel D. Williams, Figure C-15): 
 

Daniel Williams, Pioneer, Succumbs 
 

Daniel D. Williams, 99-year-old Civil war veteran, died yesterday at the home of his daughter, Mrs. 
William A. Cooper, 1315 Seventh avenue, Neptune, where he has been living some years. Mr. Williams 
was a lifelong resident of Monmouth County, having been born at Southard. He was a farmer in the 
vicinity of Southard thruout his acƟve life.  In the Civil war, he served in Company K, 29th regiment, New 
Jersey infantry.  He was one of the county’s oldest residents and one of the few remaining Civil war 
veterans. 
 

Services will be held at 2 o’clock tomorrow at the C. H. T. Clayton funeral home, Adelphia. The Rev. A. C. 
Polhemus, pastor of the Freehold M. E. church, will officiate at the services and interment will be made in 
Southard cemetery.  Mr. Williams is survived by a son, Thomas E. Williams, Point Pleasant, besides his 
daughter. There are 15 grandchildren, 39 great-grandchildren and six great-great-grandchildren.   
 

Mr. Williams was affecƟonately known at Southard as “Uncle Dan” It was there that he formerly lived a 
quiet rural life. If he had lived thru June 7 this year he would have rounded out a century of life in that 
place.  AŌer his reƟrement from farming, Mr. Williams lived in Southard with his late daughter Mrs. J. H. 
Clayton, where he occupied his Ɵme with long walks and culƟvaƟon of his garden.  Every Sunday he used 
to walk more than a mile to church services and was a familiar figure to the townspeople.  In 1921 when 
Mr. Williams was 83, his wife, Mrs. Luella Newman Williams died. 
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Although a significant era had ended on the land in Southard, Howell Township, New Jersey, the 1788 30-acre 
Williams family tract would forever remain home to the Civil War GeneraƟon of this Williams Family. 

          

Figure 27:  Southard Churchyard located at 2 Church Road, Howell, New Jersey.  The nine Williams sibling burials spanned nearly three-
quarters of a century and are highlighted in bold. The headstones from leŌ to right are: Israel West Reynolds, daughter Mary E. 
Reynolds, wife Mary Williams Reynolds, Thomas E. Williams (U.S. flag), Lucinda Williams, Catherine Williams, Rebecca Williams, Ann 
Williams, William H. H. Williams and wife Cornelia Reynolds Williams (Note: their headstone is slightly forward; with Josephine 
Williams Newman and husband Corporal Stewart Newman resƟng just ahead and out of view). Finally, Daniel D. Williams and wife 
Catherine Louisa Newman at the very end immediately next to the 1866 Church (Photograph by author, 2026). 

The Final Departure - The End of the Williams Homestead:_____________________________  

While Daniel lived to see 1937, the fate of the physical homestead had already been decided decades earlier.  
Following the death of his brother, Henry, in 1917, the ancestral land passed to a new generaƟon with different 
ambiƟons.  In Henry Williams’ will, he leŌ the Williams farm to his son, William Henry Harrison Williams Jr. and 
another 20-acre farm, located down Kent Road in Southard, to his son Charles T. Williams (see Will, William H. 
H. Williams, Figure C-16).  In 1920, despite having just inherited the family ancestral land, William H. H. Williams 
Jr. appears in Hamilton, Mercer County, where he and his wife, Lilda, raise three daughters. (U.S. Federal Census 
1920, 1930, 1940, 1950, Hamilton Mercer County, NJ, William H. H. Williams household).  He died in 1966 and 
was buried there (Find a Grave, memorial #49565849). 

William H. H. Williams Jr., having the ambiƟons of his father to be a store keeper, but not the interest to operate 
a farm, sold the ancestral tract to his sister, Edna (Deed Book 1072, Page 78, Monmouth County Archives). Edna 
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Williams Sharp, married to William Sharp, also had her father’s ambiƟons, having opened her own store in 
Asbury Park, where she would live and spend her life, dying in December of 1970 (see Obituaries, Figure C-26).  
On March 22, 1921, one hundred and thirty-three years aŌer her 2nd great-grandfather surveyed the unseƩled 
land, Edna sold the family home and ancestral tract to Robert J & Isabelle Mitchell (Deed Book 1461, Page 245, 
Monmouth County Archives) 

Around this Ɵme, most of the children of brothers Henry and Daniel seemed to scaƩer, moving east or west. 
However, Henry’s younger son, Charles T. Williams, remained in Southard at 285 Kent Road. He spent the rest of 
his life on the 20-acre homestead that he inherited from his father.  With his wife, Minnie, he raised his family 
and eventually died there in 1963 (see Obituaries, Figure C-33).  This would be just about the end for this 
Williams line farming these Southard lands.  Charles’ son William H. H. Williams entered the dental field as a 
technician and his other son Charles T. Williams was killed in acƟon in Italy in WWII in 1944 (see ApplicaƟon for 
Marker, Figure C-23; U.S. Federal Census, 1950, Howell, NJ, Charles T. Williams homestead, Figure 28). 

Figure 28:  1950 US Census, Howell, Monmouth County, New Jersey showing the family of Charles T Williams. 

As the Williams footprint held its ground around the corner on Kent Road well into the 1960s, the 18-acre 
Williams farm changed hands a number of Ɵmes during those years.  Taking up where the ownership list ended 
with Henry Williams, below is the chain of custody from 1914 to 1947.  There are almost as many owners of the 
property from 1914 – 1947 (33 years) as there were from 1788 to 1914 (126 years). 

1) William H. H. Williams to William H. H. Williams Jr. – September 1, 1914   –   18 acres 
2) William H. H. Williams Jr. to Edna Williams Sharp – November 19, 1918   –   18 acres 
3) Edna Williams Sharp & William S. to Robert J & Isabelle Mitchell – March 22, 1921   –   18 acres 
4) Isabelle E. Mitchell to Louis & Natalie Lewinger – June 15, 1945   –   18 acres 
5) Louis & Natalie Lewinger to Miriam Small – September 4, 1947   –   18 acres  

Ownership List:  Chain of custody list for the 18-acre Williams farm, detailing transacƟons between 1914 and 1947. The list includes 
grantors, grantees, and dates, corresponding to the Monmouth County Deed Books (Lewinger, Deed Book 2007, Page 97; Small, Deed 
Book 2134, Page 157). Documents provided courtesy of the Monmouth County Clerk's Office, Archives Division.  

The 1950 census is the first Ɵme Clayton Road is used to locate households in rural Howell Township. The census 
taker that year noted the locaƟon of the dwellings as he walked the route.  He started his day headed north from 
Church Road and finished at Route 9 and noted three main dwelling types along this porƟon of the route:  a 
farm, a house with acres, or a house.  Of the four farm or house with acres households listed on Clayton Road, 
there was only one house listed on the right, and it was occupied by Henry Small from New York.  In fact, there 
was not a single adult born in NJ living on a farm on Clayton Road by 1950 (see NJ Time Machine image and 
Detail from U.S. Federal Census 1950, Figure 29).  About 40 years aŌer this 1950 census, the north-south secƟon 
of Clayton Road was renamed Tioga Road, as it appears today (see Township of Howell Ordinance, Figure C-35) 

Beyond providing addiƟonal clarity on the Williams farm property lines, the 1950 Census taker’s route provides 
a fascinaƟng final snapshot of the Clayton Road neighborhood right up to the modern suburban era. 
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Figure 29:  New Jersey Office of GIS. (n.d.). NJ Time Machine – 1930 and 2020 Imagery [InteracƟve map]. ArcGIS.  Marked up by author 
to illustrate farm ownership on Clayton Road, Howell, NJ from the U.S. Federal 1950 Census, which is also included. 

Other than Henry and Miriam Small, the occupants of the Williams Farm, the 1950 U.S. Census for Clayton Road 
has at least two addiƟonal interesƟng individuals:  John Malayter and Maud Ketcham.  John was a plumber from 
Hungary and Maud Ketcham was the widow of William Ketcham. AddiƟonally: 

- John Malayter bought his property from Ella D Cooper Clayton b. 1867, widow of Noble H Clayton b. 
1863.   

- Ella D’s father was Joseph G Cooper b.1838, whose father was James G Cooper b.1805.   
- Noble H Clayton was the son of Joel Clayton b.1832, whose father was Richard Clayton b.1795 
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- Maud Cooper Ketcham b.1875 was the daughter of Hasted W Cooper b.1838, who was also a son of 
James G Cooper b.1838  

Other than John Malayter, every person listed above spent their enƟre life occupying the homes immediately 
surrounding the Williams family ancestral land (see Map CollecƟon; U.S. Federal Census, Howell Township, NJ 
1850 – 1950).  Many of these familiar names can be found in the 1873 map, including Halsted W Cooper, who is 
immediately next to Mrs. Hannah Reynolds in the 1873 map, as are the Clayton, Reynolds and Layton families. 

                           

Figure 30: Detail from the 1873 Map. IllustraƟng the locaƟon of Halsted W Cooper, Mrs. Hannah Reynolds, Gilbert Layton, William H. 
H. Williams Store, Methodist Church and others. 

            
Figure 31: 1880 US Census, Howell, New Jersey showing Halsted W Cooper’s family, with young Maud and her brother Lloyd, where 
they were living next to the Williams family. 

In addiƟon to being a lifelong neighbor, Maud Cooper Ketchum’s brother, Lloyd Cooper, was also a proprietor of 
the Cedar Lawn Cemetery, adjoined to the east side of the Southard Churchyard burial ground (see Obituaries, 
Figure C-30, Raser, New Jersey Graveyard Locators).    

 
As shown in the 1950 Census, and occupying the Williams farm from 1947 to around 1955, Henry and Miriam 
Small appear to be the last residents to live on the 18-acre homestead.  The Smalls moved into Southard from 
New York aŌer purchasing the property in 1947 and started up a poultry farm, which was common at the Ɵme 
(see 1950 Census Detail, Figure 29).  Over those years, the family appeared in the local newspapers frequently, 
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whether aƩending local school and social events, or through the menƟon of family parƟes held at the old 
farmhouse, as were regularly reported in the papers at the Ɵme.  However, one parƟcular event cited in the 
newspapers appears to be the last such appearance of the Small family on the Williams farm.  In 1955, Henry 
Small was caught up in a riot at the poultry processing plant down on Ford Road in the very southern secƟon of 
Southard.  He was beaten and hospitalized for a few days, but survived (see Clippings, Figure C-37).  That was 
the last menƟon of the Small family of Southard in the local papers, and the end of the 18-acres as a single lot. 
 

The Modern Era - The Williams Homestead Today:____________________________________ 

The southern-most secƟons of the original 30-acre Williams tract were absorbed into the properƟes on the south 
side of Church Road when the road was laid out in the mid-1860s during the construcƟon of the church.  Cedar 
Lawn Cemetery was opened next to the Southard Churchyard by Halsted W. Cooper and his son, Lloyd, with 
what has now become one residenƟal lot west of that. The southeastern corner of the tract, where the Williams 
store stood, was separated by Kent Road, also built in the 1860s, and is now occupied by commercial buildings, 
the detenƟon basin and northwest corner of the Walmart property (see Atlas of Monmouth County, 1873, Figure 
12; Google Earth Imagery, 2026; Howell Township Tax Map, 2026). 

Tucked in the wedge of land in the commercial cluster between the old Williams tract and Route 9 is the 1873 
schoolhouse built on the land leased from the Allaire Estate. Today it is home to the Southard Grange (see Detail 
from "Atlas of Monmouth County, New Jersey", 1889, Figure 13; YouTube: "25-02-01 The Ghostly History"). 

                

Figure 32: Southard Grange #218 (formerly the Southard Schoolhouse built in 1873). Located on Route 9, this two-room schoolhouse 
was acquired by the Grange in 1937.  (Photograph by the author, 2026) 
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In its years serving Southard as the local school, through the turn of the century and beyond, a number of the 
Williams kids, including the children of brothers Daniel D. and Henry Williams aƩended classes there (U.S. 
Federal Census, Howell Township, NJ, 1870, 1880, 1900 and 1910, Daniel D. Williams and Henry Williams 
Households).  Born in 1862, Daniel’s son Thomas Edward was the oldest of this bunch.  Having aƩended school 
through the 8th grade, his final school years would have been in this building (U.S. Federal Census 1940, Point 
Pleasant, NJ, Thomas E Williams Household).  Later, Thomas and his wife, Mary WolcoƩ Williams’ kids would 
also aƩend school here, including their youngest son, Harry Franklin Williams 1900-1973 (U.S. Federal Census, 
Howell Township, NJ 1900, 1910 and 1920, Thomas E. Williams Household).   

When the Southard Grange purchased the old schoolhouse in 1937, they did not purchase the land, which was 
sƟll owned by the Allaire family.  InteresƟngly, this was finally resolved on January 15, 1975 when descendants 
of Calicia and James P. Allaire signed matching deeds releasing their rights to the 1.04 acres originally leased for 
the 1873 schoolhouse (Monmouth County Deed Book 3949: 662, 664). 

ResƟng just to the east, and other than the increasing number of graves within, the Southard Methodist 
Episcopal Church and Churchyard are also nearly the same today as they were at the end of the 1860s (see Atlas 
of Monmouth County, 1873, Figure 12; Contemporary Image CollecƟon, Appendix D; Google Earth Imagery, 
2026). 

 
Figure 33: Modern parcel boundary map of the Southard area and Block 77, Howell Township, NJ. Digital imagery available via 
Acres.com. 

Shortly aŌer the Small family vanished in 1955, the remaining eighteen acres of the original homestead tract, 
bound by Tioga Drive, Clayton Road, Kent Road and Church Road in the map above were subdivided into single 
family lots.  This started in 1958 and conƟnued into the early 1970s.  The construcƟon years for the exisƟng 
homes are as follows:  2001, 2001, 1972, 1970, 1969, 1967, 1966, 1964, 1962, 1958, and 1863 (see Parcel Map, 
Figure 33; Monmouth County Board of TaxaƟon, Property Record Card, 37 Clayton Rd; Realtor.com, Property 
Details, accessed 2026). 
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This was the home of Henry Williams, raised in 1863 by his sister, Mary Williams Reynolds, built atop the 
vanished footprint of the 1840s “newer house” their father constructed shortly before his death. This is the 
ancestral soil where William, Daniel, Mary, Josephine, Catherine, Ann, Rebecca, Lucinda and Thomas Williams 
were all rooted, and against the odds of Ɵme, the 1863 structure has survived to help tell their tale (see Atlas of 
Monmouth County, 1889, Figure 13).   

 

Figure 34: The 1863 farmhouse at 37 Clayton Road, Howell, NJ (Photograph by author, 2026). 

Yet, the significance of this land extends far beyond the Civil War generaƟon alone. This plot of land represents 
the final desƟnaƟon of a migraƟon to Monmouth County that began in 1670 with the arrival of seƩler John 
Williams d.1719 in Shrewsbury. It represents the legacy passed from his son Daniel d.1770 to John the 
Cordwainer d.1776 and onto his son, Daniel the Tanner d.1795 who carved a 30-acre rectangle out of the woods 
and made it a home.  Passed on from his father, Daniel the farmer d.1832 helped build a community around this 
home for his son, Daniel Williams who tragically died in 1843. Before his early death, he cleared the ground and 
raised the 1840 home. While that dwelling is gone, the 1863 home stands atop a hill in the same locaƟon, a 
surviving monument to seven-plus generaƟons of resilience (see Wills, Appendix C; Hornor, William S. This Old 
Monmouth of Ours. Freehold, NJ). 

 



32 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 35: The Driveway from the 1863 farmhouse at 37 Clayton Road, Howell, NJ (Photograph by author, 2026). 
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“Chaos is order, yet undeciphered.” 
 Jose Saramago      

 
 

 
 

 
Figure 36: Panorama view of three landmarks surviving the Civil War Era Williams Family of the Metedeconk:  
the 1863 farmhouse at 37 Clayton Road, the 1866 Bethel Church at 2 Church Road, and the 1873 Schoolhouse 
at 4860 US Highway 9, Howell, New Jersey 07731 (Nearmap Image, March 2025). 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Stephen J. Schneider, Point Pleasant Beach, New Jersey   February 22, 2026 
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APPENDIX:____________________________________________________________________ 

APPENDIX PART A:  Land TransacƟons:__________________________________________________________  

The Shrewsbury Williams family commonly uƟlized warrants to claim unappropriated land as can be seen in the 
Early Land Records of New Jersey.  Similar to other sources, viewing the trends in the relevant entries can yield 
a significant amount of informaƟon.  Specific to these Daniel Williams men, the 1788 entries and some that 
follow most certainly describe Daniel d.1795, and subsequent records and all records aŌer his father’s death in 
1795 describe Daniel Williams d.1832 in these acƟviƟes on the North Branch of the Metedeconk River. 

Figures A-1 through A-4: Database abstracts for Williams family land transacƟons (1788–1837). Source: New 
Jersey State Archives, Early Land Records Database; CollecƟon: East Jersey Proprietary Records; Series: Loose 
Records; References: S9-224, S9-336, S11-180, S11-184, S11-355, S16-93, S18-450, S22-26, S22-47, S22-89(a), 
and Unrecorded Loose Records (Andrew Bell, 1798 & 1832). 

 

Figure A-1:  These are the 1788 Early Land Records of Proprietary Land that are related to his father, Daniel 
Williams (Source for all tables: New Jersey State Archives, Early Land Records Database). 
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Figure A-2:  This record may refer to either Father or son Daniel. 
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Figure A-3:  These records refer to Daniel Williams d.1832. 

 

 

Figure A-4:  These records start only six months aŌer Daniel Williams’ death in 1832 and are now referring to his 
son, Daniel Williams (1802-1843) living on the same land as the third generaƟon to do so. 

The consistency in the witnesses and adjoining land owners started with the first land records of 1788 conƟnued 
to persist.  Surrounded by the consistent surnames Emmons, Reynolds, West, Sharp and Layton, the early 
proprietary land records help clearly define this land and locaƟon.  This main homestead property remains on 
the west side of modern-day Route 9 by Clayton Road in Howell, NJ. 
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InteresƟngly, In the 1795 and 1798 land survey records from East Jersey, Daniel Williams is a witness along with 
Robert Skidmore (whose nephew, Robert, would marry Daniel’s daughter Mary) and Thomas Layton (whose 
daughter, Elizabeth, would marry Daniel’s son Daniel Williams).  Daniel’s daughter Catherine also married a 
Layton (see Wills, Appendix C; Monmouth County Marriage Records, New Jersey State Archives). 

 

 

 

Figure A-5: April 3, 1761 Survey and October 24, 1761 Survey ciƟng the Williams mill.  Note, the October survey 
actually says “being on both sides of the North main branch of Metetecunk river” not on the main branch as 
stated in the summary.  This aligns with the 1781 BriƟsh map showing the locaƟon of the Williams and Emans 
mills on the river.  It also shows Thomas Emans having a house there already. 

 

Figure A-6: Survey return ciƟng Williams’ new mill for lot 5 and reference to his old pond for lot 6.  As quoted 
from the survey return:  Lott No. 5: “Begining at two chesnutt trees growing from one root marked on four sides 
standing on the north east point of gravelly hill half a mile below Williams's new saw mill”.  Lott No. 6: “Begining 
at a white oak marked on four sides standing on the edge of the bank on the south side of the north branch of 
Metetunk at the head of Williams's mill pond and about sixteen chaines above where Shopsunk vents into said 
North Branch”. 
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APPENDIX PART B:  Tax Ratables:_______________________________________________________________ 

The Shrewsbury, Monmouth County tax ratable records for 1779-1808 provide a clear illustraƟon of this specific 
Williams family starƟng from 3 years aŌer the death of father John the cordwainer, through the death of this 
Daniel Williams in 1795, and into the conƟnuaƟon of his son, also Daniel Williams d.1832.   The following table 
includes the confirmed surviving members of John the cordwainer’s family, including his 2nd wife Hannah ScoƩ, 
daughter Hannah, son MaƩhew, this Daniel Williams d.1795 and his son, Daniel Williams d.1832: 

 

Figure B-1: Detail of Daniel Williams (father), his mother Hannah Williams (widow), his sister Hannah Williams 
(sister), brother MaƩhew Williams (brother) and son Daniel Williams (son) entries in the Shrewsbury Township 
Tax Ratables (1779–1808). Source: New Jersey State Archives, Record Group: New Jersey General Assembly, 
Series: Tax Ratables [Duplicates], 1768-1846, Series #SAS00001. 

Daniel Williams d.1795 possesses 30 acres in 1779 and maintains that level and about 8 caƩle unƟl the purchase 
of the 30 acres from the 1788 surveyed land, which was finally recorded and taxed starƟng in 1793, or 1794 in 
the table above since there are no records from 1793.  The increase in unimproved land is also consistent with 
the move into the Ɵmber trades in the Metedeconk River area.  The taxaƟon of his Tanyard begins in 1785, but 
had most likely been in operaƟon long before that given the stable acreage and caƩle count.  Tax laws grew 
tougher as the State needed money during the war.  Daniel’s son, Daniel is listed as a single man for the first Ɵme 
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in 1789.  CriƟcally, the younger Daniel is also listed as owning and paying tax on the Tanyard that year and not 
his father Daniel.  This solidifies the relaƟonship between the two men.  It also further solidifies the relaƟonship 
between father Daniel Williams and a witness of his will, Thomas LiƩle, as LiƩle was one of the men who visited 
each home in the township and completed the tax ratables (see Will of Daniel Williams, 1795, Figure C-5). 

At the elder Daniel’s death in 1795, son Daniel gains half of the improved land, almost all of the unimproved land 
and most of the caƩle and horses.  The last menƟon of younger Daniel in the Shrewsbury tax ratables is in 1797.  
He is not listed in the Shrewsbury 1808 collecƟon, as Howell had formed and separated in 1801, relocaƟng Daniel 
and his young family to a new Township where they will later re-emerge. 

Here is a targeted summary of the tax ratables for only father and son Daniel Williams: 

 

Figure B-2: Detail of Tax Ratable entries for Daniel Williams d.1795 (father) and Daniel Williams d.1832 (son), 
1781–1797. Source: New Jersey State Archives, Record Group: New Jersey General Assembly, Series: Tax Ratables 
[Duplicates], 1768-1846, Series #SAS00001, Shrewsbury Township, 1779-1808. 

It is noteworthy that in 1789, the Tanyard is listed under son Daniel, in 1794 the unimproved land is listed under 
son Daniel, and then in 1795, nothing is listed under him.  Following his father’s death in 1795, he inherits most 
of his father’s property, less half of the improved land and the Tanyard, which goes noƟceably missing aŌer the 
father’s death; a Tanyard never appears at the Metedeconk land.  The descripƟon of son Daniel Williams, 
property upon his death in 1832 paints the picture of a man who wandered from the family trades of the shoe 
and leather making industries towards the broader family roots of farming, Ɵmber and millwork. 

In 18th-century tax records, suffixes such as "Jun" (Junior) and "Sen" (Senior) were funcƟonal labels used to 
disƟnguish between two men of the same name in the same municipality, strictly denoƟng age rather than a 
biological relaƟonship. While "Junior" oŌen indicated a son, it could just as easily refer to a younger nephew, 
cousin, or unrelated neighbor; if the older "Senior" died or moved away, the "Junior" would typically drop the 
suffix or become "Senior" himself. However, specific designaƟons like "Son" (as seen in these tables) were 

E 
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someƟmes used when a young man first entered the tax rolls, explicitly linking him to the head of a household 
to differenƟate him from other established adults of the same name.  It’s worth recognizing the iniƟal consistent 
use of the designaƟon “Son” that was consistently applied to the family members of John Williams, cordwainer. 
Compiling and viewing the aggregated informaƟon enables the idenƟficaƟon of paƩerns and correlated events 
that are not evident in a snapshot view of a single year in isolaƟon.   

 

Figure B-3: Excerpt from the 1781 Shrewsbury Township tax ratable list. There are 3 men named Daniel Williams 
listed:  Daniel Williams – son of John, Daniel Williams Son (younger) and Daniel Williams. 

 

Figure B-4: Excerpt from the 1784 Shrewsbury Township tax ratable list.  The 3 same men named Daniel Williams 
are listed here, but they are not listed the same way.  There is sƟll a “Son of John”, but the designaƟon “Son” 
was dropped from Daniel Williams having 30 acres.  “Sen”, or senior is used to describe the senior-most Daniel 
Williams in the tax ratables.  It is very important to track the taxable property in order to track the proper 
individuals.

 

Figure B-5: Excerpt from the 1794 Shrewsbury Township tax ratable list.  There are sƟll 3 men named Daniel 
Williams, but they are different men; Daniel Williams (Son) from the 1781 ratables is listed as Daniel Williams 
now because his prior elder – or Senior – in the community, Daniel Williams (abt. 1720-1787), brother of Loyalist 
John Williams from Freehold, died childless around 1787.  Daniel Williams’ son now appears in the ratables and 
is listed as Junior.  The third Daniel Williams to appear on the tax list is Daniel Williams from “Squan”.   
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APPENDIX PART C:  Wills, Obituaries, PublicaƟon Pages, Newspaper AdverƟsements and Clippings:_________ 

The third source used to confirm the idenƟƟes and connecƟons of the Williams family members and locaƟons 
was through will summaries and newspaper adverƟsements about the land and people.   

                                                   

Figure C-1: Abstract of the Will and Inventory of John Williams (1640–1719), (father of Daniel d.1770). Source: 
Nelson, William (ed.), Documents RelaƟng to the State of New Jersey, Vol. XXIII (Calendar of New Jersey Wills, 
Vol. I, 1670-1730), Paterson, NJ, 1901; ciƟng Lib. A, p. 160. 

        

        

Figure C-2: Abstract of the Will of Daniel Williams (yeoman), proved 1770, (father of John Williams (cordwainer) 
d.1776). Source: Honeyman, A. Van Doren (ed.), Documents RelaƟng to the Colonial History of the State of New 
Jersey, Vol. XXXIII (Calendar of New Jersey Wills, Vol. IV, 1761-1770), Trenton, NJ, 1928, p. 480; ciƟng Lib. K, p. 
196. 
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Figure C-3:  Excerpt regarding Daniel Williams (d. 1770) from the "Williams Family" series, (father of John 
d.1776). Source: Hornor, William S., This Old Monmouth of Ours, Freehold, NJ, 1932 (reprinted 1974).  

                     

Figure C-4: Abstract of the Will of John Williams (cordwainer), proved 1776, (father of Daniel d.1795). Source: 
Honeyman, A. Van Doren (ed.), Documents RelaƟng to the Colonial History of the State of New Jersey, Vol. XXXIV 
(Calendar of New Jersey Wills, Vol. V, 1771-1780), Trenton, NJ, 1931. 

                    

 

 

    

    

                    

Figure C-5: Abstract of the Will of Daniel Williams (Sr.), proved 1795, (father of Daniel d.1832). Source: 
Hutchinson, Elmer T. (ed.), Documents RelaƟng to the Colonial, RevoluƟonary and Post-RevoluƟonary History of 
the State of New Jersey, Vol. XXXVII (Calendar of New Jersey Wills, Vol. VIII, 1791-1795), Jersey City, NJ, 1942, 
p.399-400. 
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Figures C-6 and C-7: Legal noƟces regarding the parƟƟon of the estate of Daniel Williams (d. 1832), (father of 
Daniel d.1843). Source: The Monmouth Democrat (Freehold, NJ); noƟces dated June 18, 1832 (leŌ), and October 
17, 1833 (right).  
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Figure C-8: Abstract of PeƟƟon for Division of the Estate of Daniel Williams (May 1849). DescripƟon: This record 
from the Orphans Court books details the peƟƟon by Mary Reynolds (late Mary Williams) for the division of the 
real estate of Daniel Williams, lisƟng the nine heirs to the estate: Mary Reynolds, Rebecca Williams, Thomas 
Williams, Catherine Williams, Josephine Williams, Lucinda Williams, Daniel Williams, Ann Williams, and William 
H. Williams. Source: Cronk, Judith B. Intestates and Others from the Orphans Court Books of Monmouth Co., N.J., 
1785-1906, p. 272. 

 

 

 
Figures C-9 and C-10: Legal noƟces regarding the estate division and sale of property of Daniel Williams (d. 1843), 
(father of Daniel D. d.1937 and Henry d.1917). Source: The Monmouth Democrat (Freehold, NJ); noƟces dated 
April 5, 1849, and (leŌ) April 25, 1850 (right). 



49 
 

                     

Figure C-11: Coroner's Inquest regarding the death of Daniel Williams, dated May 27, 1843. Source: Image 
provided courtesy of the Monmouth County Archives; Inquest Papers, 1843. 
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Figures C-12 and C-13: Obituaries for Catherine Louisa Williams (leŌ) and William H. H. Williams (right). Source: 
The Asbury Park Press (Asbury Park, NJ); Catherine Louisa Williams noƟce dated March 4, 1920, p. 2. and W.H.H. 
Williams noƟce dated March 6, 1917, p.2. (Note: both Katherine L. Williams and Daniel P. Williams are spelled 
incorrectly. The locaƟon of Catherine Louisa’s home and burial are also incorrectly shown to be in Lakewood). 

                                                         

Figure C-14: Obituary for Josephine Williams Newman (c. 1834–1917), Ɵtled "Mrs. Josephine Newman." 
Source: The Freehold Transcript and The Monmouth Inquirer (Freehold, NJ), January 19, 1917, p. 5.  
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Figures C-15 and C-16: LeŌ: Obituary for Daniel David Williams (1838–1937), Ɵtled "Daniel Williams, Pioneer, 
Succumbs." Source: The Asbury Park Press (Asbury Park, NJ), March 2, 1937, p. 1. Right: ArƟcle regarding the will 
of William Henry Harrison Williams, Sr., Ɵtled "William Williams Distributes Estate Among His Wife and Children." 
Source: The Freehold Transcript and The Monmouth Inquirer (Freehold, NJ), April 20, 1917, p. 10. 
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Figures C-17 and C-18: Two clippings documenƟng William H. H. Williams's commercial venture in Asbury Park 
and his subsequent return to the family homestead. LeŌ: The Freehold Transcript and The Monmouth Inquirer, 
March 1, 1895. Right: "Brief Business Bits". Source: Asbury Park Morning Press, August 27, 1891, p. 2. 

  

Figures C-19 and C-20: LeŌ: Snippet from the "Southard" column recording a family visit. Source: The Freehold 
Transcript and The Monmouth Inquirer (Freehold, NJ), February 15, 1907, p. 6.  Right: A news brief reporƟng on 
real estate acƟvity in the local area. Source: The Freehold Transcript and The Monmouth Inquirer (Freehold, NJ), 
March 18, 1898, p. 8. 
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Figures C-21 and C-22: Obituaries for father and daughter, marking the passing of two generaƟons of the family 
in Southard. LeŌ: Obituary for Charles Reynolds (c. 1826–1919), The Freehold Transcript and The Monmouth 
Inquirer, April 11, 1919. Right: Obituary for "Mrs. Cornialia [Cornelia] Colby Williams" (c. 1859–1944), widow of 
William H. H. Williams, Asbury Park Press, November 29, 1944, p. 2. 

 

Figures C-23 and C-24: LeŌ: "ApplicaƟon for Headstone or Marker" (Form QMC 646), dated 6 May 1957, for 
Charles Thomas Williams (PFC, Co. L, 142 Inf. Regt., 36 Div., died 3 February 1944); digital image, "U.S., Headstone 
ApplicaƟons for Military Veterans, 1861-1985," Ancestry.com; Right: "U.S., World War II DraŌ Cards Young Men, 
1940-1947," database with images, Ancestry (hƩps://www.ancestry.com : accessed 2026), card for William H. 
Williams, serial no. T-1594, order no. T-11406, Local Board, Monmouth County, New Jersey; ciƟng Records of the 
SelecƟve Service System, Record Group 147, NaƟonal Archives and Records AdministraƟon. 
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Figures C-25 and C-26: LeŌ: Obituary for Charles Reynolds, Asbury Park Press, April 7, 1919. Right:  Obituary for 
Mrs. Edna W. Lawton, Asbury Park Press, December 14, 1970. 

        
Figures C-27 and C-28: LeŌ: Real Estate Transfers (Ella D. Clayton to John and Annie Malayter), The Daily Record, 
November 1, 1934. Right: Obituary for John Malayter, The Freehold Transcript and The Monmouth Inquirer, 
September 13, 1962 

                               
Figures C-29 and C-30: LeŌ: Obituary for Noble H. Clayton, The Freehold Transcript and The Monmouth Inquirer, 
November 18, 1932. Right: Obituary for Lloyd R. Cooper, Asbury Park Press, June 11, 1944. 
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Figures C-31 and C-32: LeŌ: "Adelphia and West Farms Schools Go To W. C. Clayton For $725," The Freehold 
Transcript and The Monmouth Inquirer (Freehold, NJ), April 7, 1939, 1, copy provided by the Monmouth 
County Archives. Right: Obituary for Halstead Cooper, The Daily Register, October 7, 1914. 
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Figures C-33 and C-34: Left: Obituary for Charles T. Williams, Asbury Park Press, April 13, 1963. Right: Sheriff's 
Sale Notice (Estate of Robert Allen), Monmouth Democrat, November 27, 1879.           

        

Figures C-35 and C-36: Left: Public Notice: Ordinance Renaming Clayton Road, Asbury Park Press, April 26, 
1991. Right: "Southard News," The Freehold Transcript and The Monmouth Inquirer, April 6, 1894. 
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Figure C-37: "4 Hurt in Fight At Strikebound Poultry Plant," Asbury Park Press, August 4, 1955, Page 1 Right:   
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Figures C-38 and C-39:  Left: Will abstract for George Williams, Shrewsbury, Monmouth Co., November 1, 
1743, in "New Jersey, Abstract of Wills, 1670-1817," Volume XXX, Abstracts of Wills, 1730-1750, database with 
images, Ancestry. Right: Will abstract for John Williams, Shrewsbury, Monmouth Co., October 10, 1768, in 
"New Jersey, U.S., Abstract of Wills, 1670-1817," Volume XXXIII, Abstracts of Wills, 1761-1770, database with 
images, Ancestry, digital image 481. 

 

 

 

  

Figure C-40. Excerpt on Joseph Williams from E. Alfred Jones's The Loyalists of New Jersey (1927, p. 244). 
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APPENDIX PART D:  Historic Building & Cemetery Image CollecƟon:____________________________________ 

 

Figure D-1:  Southard Churchyard located at 2 Church Road, Howell, New Jersey.  The nine Williams sibling burials 
spanned nearly three-quarters of a century and are highlighted in bold. The headstones from leŌ to right are: 
Israel West Reynolds, daughter Mary E. Reynolds, wife Mary Williams Reynolds, Thomas E. Williams (U.S. flag), 
Lucinda Williams, Catherine Williams, Rebecca Williams, Ann Williams, William H. H. Williams and wife 
Cornelia Reynolds Williams (Note: their headstone is slightly forward; with Josephine Williams Newman and 
husband Corporal Stewart Newman resƟng just ahead and out of view). Finally, Daniel D. Williams and wife 
Catherine Louisa Newman at the very end immediately next to the 1866 Church (Photograph by author, 2026).   

Southard Churchyard Burials; Vital StaƟsƟcs:_____________________________________________________ 

Israel West Reynolds BIRTH 3 OCT 1821; DEATH 6 FEB 1908; BURIAL Southard Churchyard, 2 Church Rd,        
Howell, NJ 

Mary Williams BIRTH 9 FEB 1827; DEATH 3 AUG 1863; BURIAL Southard Churchyard, 2 Church Rd, Howell, NJ 

Thomas Edward Williams BIRTH FEB 1831; DEATH 23 APR 1863; BURIAL Southard Churchyard, 2 Church Rd,     
Howell, NJ 
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Lucinda Williams BIRTH 6 JUL 1836; DEATH 9 OCT 1867; BURIAL Southard Churchyard, 2 Church Rd, Howell, 
NJ 

Catherine Williams BIRTH 23 NOV 1832; DEATH 26 DEC 1865; BURIAL Southard Churchyard, 2 Church Rd, 
Howell, NJ 

Rebecca Williams BIRTH APR 1830; DEATH 4 APR 1864; BURIAL Southard Churchyard, 2 Church Rd, Howell, 
NJ 

Ann Williams BIRTH 7 MAY 1840; DEATH 27 SEP 1867; BURIAL Southard Churchyard, 2 Church Rd, Howell, NJ 

William Henry Harrison Williams BIRTH 28 FEB 1842; DEATH 3 MAR 1917; BURIAL Southard Churchyard, 2 
Church Rd, Howell, NJ 

Cornelia Colby Reynolds BIRTH ABT 1858; DEATH 28 NOV 1944; BURIAL Southard Churchyard, 2 Church Rd, 
Howell, NJ 

Josephine Williams BIRTH 6 OCT 1834; DEATH 10 JAN 1917; BURIAL Southard Churchyard, 2 Church Rd, 
Howell, NJ 

Stewart Newman BIRTH 1835; DEATH 5 MAR 1873; BURIAL Southard Churchyard, 2 Church Rd, Howell, NJ 

Catherine Louisa Newman BIRTH 26 NOV 1840; DEATH 2 MAR 1920; BURIAL Southard Churchyard, 2 Church 
Rd, Howell, NJ 

Daniel David Williams BIRTH 26 JUN 1838; DEATH 1 MAR 1937; BURIAL Southard Churchyard, 2 Church Rd, 
Howell, NJ 

Elizabeth Layton BIRTH 1805; DEATH 23 MAR 1881; BURIAL Southard Churchyard, 2 Church Rd, Howell, NJ 

 

Adelphia Cemetery Burials; Vital StaƟsƟcs:______________________________________________________ 

Daniel Williams BIRTH 11 FEB 1802; DEATH 26 MAY 1843; BURIAL Adelphia Cemetery, Adelphia, NJ 
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Southard Churchyard, 2 Church Rd, Howell, NJ (Source: Certain digital images courtesy of Find a Grave.):______ 

              

Figures D-2 and D-3:  Israel West Reynolds (left) & Mary Williams Reynolds (right) 

              

Figures D-4 and D-5:  Thomas E Williams (left) and Lucinda Williams (right) 
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Figures D-6 and D-7:  Catherine Williams (left) and Rebecca Williams (right) 

        

Figures D-8 and D-9:  Ann Williams (left) and William H.H. Williams & Cornelia Reynolds Williams (right) 
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Figures D-10 and D-11:  Josephine Williams Newman (left) & Corporal Stewart Newman (right) 

         

Figures D-12 and D-13:  Daniel D. Williams & Catherine L. Newman Williams (left) and Elizabeth Layton (right) 
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Adelphia Cemetery, 575 Wyckoff Mills Rd, Freehold, NJ (Source: Digital images courtesy of Find a Grave.):____ 

                                          

Figure D-14:  Daniel Williams 

 

 

 

Stephen J. Schneider, Point Pleasant Beach, New Jersey    February 22, 2026 

 


