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A CHRONOLOGY | 1

of the

NEW JERSEY MOTOR V:HICLE DEPARTMENT

The New Jersey Department of otor Vehiales was organized in 1906
as an adjunct of the Secretary of State's Office. 1t became a separate
department of state govermment on Maroh 29, 1926,

Five adainistrators have guided lu duuw over the past 40 years,
beglnning with J. B. R. 3mith who served frem 1906 to 1911; dJob K. Lippincett
from 1912 to 1914; Willam L. Dill from 1915 to 19293 Hareld G. Hoffman ' :
from 1930 to 1935 and Arthur ¥. Magee from 1935 Lo the present. \

The speed liamit for sutasobiles in 1906 was "one mile in three ’
ainutes” or 20 miles per hour. kotorists were required to provide their ‘
own license plates and the top registration fee was #5. | iL
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Four assistants were appoimted without compensation..gentlemen who were
interested in the preper use of metor vehicles and in the eaforcasemt
of the law..Their sorvices, so freely givea, have been of greatest value.

i During the first year full tise motor vehicle lisensing agencies were

3' established in Jersey City, Newark and Camden, JFart-time agencies were
created at Phillipsburg, Asbury Pari, 5ea Bright, Freelold, lakewsod,
Plainfield, Bridgeten, Hghway, hdgewater, Hackensacs, Breachville,
Morristow, Atlantie . stonm N , Ringwood and Lambertville.

Registr=tion fees wers 3 for vehicles with lower than 33 horsepower and
# for vehicles with mere than 33 hp. A driver's license cost &l for
the former classification of vehicle and §2 fer the latter,

The license plate, or marker, was provided by the owner of the vehiele
and the law required that it be kept distinot and clean from grease,
dust and all other blurring sstter. In his first anmual repers,

’ Cosmissioner Smith advised the lLegislature that "thers are ssay times

! when it is impossible to cemply with this part of the law einee the

: m.msb-bptfmtmdm:wwmum-m.ru-
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mnmmmam:muumww; Some of our 3%ates have

- extended courtesies to tourists by recegnising the ugl stretions of other
States, provided the idemtification marke indicate the State ia which

f the registration was originally made. OUthers again extend this sourtesy
| for s limited time while New Jersey snd ‘ennsydvania set only insist
upoa registration in their owa State before the ear ean be drivea, but
1 insist that the identificetion marks of no other State -muw
’ while the ear is driven -uun ite territory. ; :

Personal sxamination of drivers is not only umpopular but "is. uoqlﬂhu
ne good purpose”. The experience of the Department bears out the
contention that practically mebedy stbempts to drive a car whe does net have
sufficient knowledge to operete 1% carefully with a view to individusl
u:-w-auommmmmunum_mmmmgm
take reckless cheances and who are responsible for mocet of the socidents.
This view is being generally taken in other States and cowmtriss. ey

nmumummwuuuwuuuﬁ.uumuonpmm
testifies that he is above the age limit previded Wy statute; thet he is
- physically sad mschanically cempeteat to drive a vehicle; that he is
‘sdquainted with the setor wvehicle laws of \he state and that he will not
wilfully viclate tham. This is seubstantially the affidavit which we now
require and it ssems $0 sover all the iaformation which should be
necessary te insure safe driving on the roads.

Speed regulstion is another question upen which the general public semms
unable, at presant, to arrive at aaythiang evea rumotely approaching ;
agreement. Some ingiet that the saximum liait should be 8 miles an how,
mhommmtm.mdxmumaummmtmm
ear plased on a p-rug with other classes of vehicles. 3

There is much misunderstanding and lask of knowlsdge regardiag the
provisions of the "law of the read”, not enly by thoss who know ithem

but an apperent contempt of Lhe plain rights of other users. loterists
bitterly dondemn the horsemen who negledt or refuse to make the preper and
lawful concessions on their pert. Desices this, pedestrisns, espescially
beys, seeing the approach of a motor vehicle, freyueatly, and wikth evident
intent, step ia the way of the vehiale, to the driver's :reat anneyance.
Ia ail sush cases there seams tosoftem to be a disposition te obmve the
law of might rather thas of right.




The Commissioner urgevd against legislation coneerming the ceastrustion
of motor vehicles, cbeerving that memufacturers were rapidly solving
thess questions} that defective workmanship, together uwith the abuses
originsting from excessive noise, of fensive odors caused by the exsape
of gas or stean, the of sshes and refuse oh the roads and other
aanoyances heretofore at the use of motor vehicles are very

repidly beceming things of the past.

The horse breeding industry fears the rapid development of the motor vehicle
sad urges that there be restraint to hold down ite expsasien. However,
statistics and experience both prove that the advent of the sstor vehicle,
as well, in fast, as the advent of every other new msthod of tramspertatica,
has stimmlated rather than restricted the breoding of horses, and &t ne
tise in hietory is the herse bringing so mush sensy or is so mach thought
of as at present. He prophesied that "the horse will continue %o grow
uram,ntmnumlndeu st of burdea (for motor vehicle
will sucosdd the dray and other heavy vehicles as the electriec car has
susceeded the horse car), but as mmmwmmmozm.
and he wil) tate his proper place in work where be may be used but not

Total motor vehicle Wﬂuu.......................1’,7”
Total drivers um...................-.....u.-.u..u,m
Gross rm............-............................m,u’

3907, .9 .B.R.SMITH, Commissioner.

The big event of the ysar wes the purchase of a sesond mwiercysle for the

inspector foroe. unnmumrmaunumpmma
mmrolathhm

; r‘m motor vahicle mmbm................-...-..17,‘1’
Total drivuers nmud,.........-......................n,u’
Gross m»ocacnooQooooooo--ooo-o.-coooooooo.-oon.o”z.“s

m..‘.‘.nn mm. ml

The State supplied its own indentification markers and reglstration fees
were increused.

The question of recipreeitvy is still predaminant. It must mot be forgottea

of the Western Hemisphere; that over 5,000,000 residents of other states
reside 20 necr Abssboundaries that & single day's antemebile journey is
sufficient to then from their homes, over our impreved roads, acposs
our State, to & b far beyond its farthest boundari:as; that the aileage
" of improved roads in New Jersey is sany fold that of any other givem
territory of squal sise oubside the Continent of Burope; timt contrary te
the laws ia many other states, these roads, as well as our unimpreoved reoads,
with two or three unimportant exoeptions, are all abselutely free of tell
sharges or other expenses, to all tourists. This together with our
aumercus sea oocast, and mountain pleasure aad beAlth resorts, constitute
many sdvantages given Lo visiting motorists, not poesessed by other states.

‘Complaintes are frequent about the excessive noise of car sotors. There

is no excuse for this on the moiern autemobile, All exhaust pipes should
"be made to run parasllel with the line of motha*%much of the damage dons

to the roads by sutomobiles is caused by the exhaust pipes beiag at right
angles rether than parallel with the line of metion.

Norse breeding interests persist in thelir objection to the motor vehials,
bat with cheaper fusl and cheaper sonstruction, the :utemeobile will surely
besome the vehicle of commerce and of the nasses. It will mot sup, last
either Lhe horse or the reilread but it will supplement doth. It will

de fer the twentieth century progress what steam and rails did fer the

abugsed. The motor vehicle is both the horses' and the horsemen's benefacter.

that New Jersay is situsted in the heart of the sest densely popvlated sectiom




19th Century sad will scen be recorded ameng our greatest bhlessings.
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© 2920..J.8.R. SMITH, Cossissioner.

Total sotor veklicle W&M.--...u.............ub’,?’l
Total drivers MMM.................................ﬂ,’ﬁ
Grous Wooo--.coco---o--oooo-oo:onooo-ntoocc.o.om’“,

m’ .‘.B.!Q mm. umm.

15 day reeiprocity law adopted ia April,

M‘lm’ '.u“. "Mm’..ililllll.l0.....'...”’”‘
“m d""m n.m“.'..."...l.Ill’..'..‘."'.....'.“'m
’;”.‘ W.‘...C....'.‘..O."..I.QOI.QD...C...‘..OW’?‘

1913..908 R, LIPFINCOTT, Commissioner.

The Depertment devoted smmch of its inspectien force to the work of eaforeing
the 15 day reciprecity privilege, particularly during the 3ummer acaths

when tourists were frequeat ia New Jerssy. The results directly tracesdble
to such work were an inerease of revenue to She State of many thousands

of dollars. 3

Recommended t¢ the Legislature boosting the minimum age of drivers froa
16 to 18 yeurs. :

Total motor vehicle Pegistration..cccce cccrsccscccseschd, 929
rom mm. nmd"...'.'l..l.........Q....'Q.O..On’w
m rm.'..'...... r..............l.‘.......l.l..“".bs’

1913..408 H, LIPFINCOTT, Commisaicner.

Li.ght inspectors now smployed by the Laspecter Forae

Bus transpertation has sprung up over aight. The establishment ef meter
buses, both for passenger traffic and for the tronsfer of freight epens a
aew fleld in which legislative astion 1s imperatire. There are opsrated
in Mew Jersey at least 20 such lines and other similar lines are in the
course of organisation. The fact that these lines operate heasvy machimes
at regulsr intervels upon given reutes causes great damage to our roads,
and such muchines should be compeiled to pay s license fee, or tax ia

B
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preportion o the damage dene,

Total motor vehiole regletration..ccccesccssccsscssscechP hsl
,M Mm nm..‘......"........“..'.......'.,,’m
Oross IreVel®.cccssessosesvnnssvsssnrssonscesssscancse

1904 -J08 H. LIPPINCOTE, Oesmissioner

Te Commissioner Iippincott goss the credit for the first uniform \raffis
lawe in the State. idth traffie regulstions contrelled by lscal erdinance,
motor travel required a knowledge of the speed limits md ether rules

of every municipality tshrough whieh ene travelled. '

Mmummtmwcuwnnmammum-m
anmu,uakmuntumun-umuawm

iate its recommendstions to the legislature. This bill removed from
sunicipalities the power to regulate speed sad other geasral traffic rules
and substituted in its place state regul tions. The bill was introduced
and passed on April 6, 1915.

uwmxswudpuxummmmam.ummmd
by the Susmer visitor. It was the opinien of the Department Lhat any

mmmduamtmm&umummuumhuqtaua
wpuot-mmm"wauaemlmun,w
Nmnuuwuumtu,tmmnsmthMd |
regulation and toward the cost of rephiriag roads. : {,:

Yor the first time in the nime yesrs of its operstien, the lotor Vehisle
4 t sees the necessity for safety educatisn. Regnlstioa of meter
vehicles hes become complicated through the geseral use of metors and the
i has been impelled to request the Commlssioner of Education te
suggest that instruction be given in the proper use of streets.

The iaspectors will be equipped this yesr with complete registraiion liste
covering New York, Connectiout, and Pennsylvamia so Shet at their various

homes in their own districts they will have a sufficlent fuad of inforsatiea
te be of value to persons fanquiring for infermation from them and for
their own use in regul tion werks

e

tal motor vehicle ﬂﬂlmtiﬂnuu......n...-...o.“.)“
Total drivers MOM...............................nn,m
Oross m.............................-..........“15.53,

198..WILLIAM L, DILL, COMMISSIONER.
Avelished speed trap on the White Horse Pike.
Malntained first yearly recerd of traffic fatalities. 24l deaths that year.
Total motor vehicle registration....cccovcrccscacesses 78,232
:.m M“” Licm.‘....“'...'......‘Q....".'...m’m
m‘. m......'.Q...‘.....‘.C...‘......"...‘ln’“’.m
1936..4ILLIAM L. DILL, Commissioner.
215 traffic fatalities ;
Total moter vehicle registratiof...ccccecossccccccsccealOhybd

rw Mm n‘md.l..l........l...........'.Q.....m’.”
mr‘m......'....l..'........l“'.l'..‘..,... » m
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1917, .KILLIAM L. DILL, Commissioner.

Now Jor:-ey is singularly free of speed trape. The nedessity of remitting
all fines te the State hes removed the inceaniive which at one time
astusted many constables and Jjustices of the psave.

245 sraffic fatalities.

Total motor vehicle Mlu‘lunl..u..................-u&,m
rw “"". nm‘.".....'.‘...."......'...'.....Jﬂ,m
m WQIQIOOQOIl.’.'.-...’..'.00.000.C..O.C...“’,”.“’

A918. MOLLIAM L. DILL, Comaissioner.

The States of New York and Pennsylvenia sre still sadly lesking ia proper
laws for the rogulatien of wvehicular traffic. e have
right to demend frem those states whose resident metoristes come iste
State in swoh great numbers as do the aotorists frem New York amd
Pennsylvania thet every som-residest moterist should be preperly licensed.
At the present tims the vast majerity of drivers froa thess states have
Asver been subjested %o sa sxamination snd knew nothing whatseevsr about
the motor vehicle law. The result is tiet the New Jersey resideat $»
constantly menaced by the recklsssaess of these nom-residents, many of

whan have absoclutely no regard for the law and who balieve themselves
imaune because of the lack of enforcement ian the state from whemce they cems,

Tha commercial vehicle regulstion has been in effect one yesr and is a
great suseess. A five-tea truck licemse in New Jersey costs $49 while
in Mapylapd the cost is $500. :

'liecense plates are being made in the State Frisem,

197 traffic fatalities.

w m '.uc'l. WM.'.O...........‘...’...u’.”’
m‘l M'm llw“‘.....‘..........'.‘..I.....‘....m’m
Gress mm-o'o-noacooo-ooonoococ-ooo.-.oc.ooc.ooo“.m.T“

1919, . FILLXAM L. DILL, Commissionsr.

The questien of full reaiprecity ceatinues to be the sll-abserbing tepie
among moteorists.

karyland and Connectiocut enset laws similar to the New Ycrsey Moter

""“.h ‘.‘c
The jithey bus is repidly growing in faver. Rseomaend legislation
to prevent overerowding, on the part of passengers and the use of

the sbominable siren horam or stle.

Legislation limiting loads of commereial vehisles te 25,000 pounds is
worthy of cousideratien.

243 traffic fatalities.

Total metor vehicle M.‘“MQoo-uocooco-.-.ocuaooool”.m
Total drivers nmod............u........u.........251,5”
Gross m--oona-oonooovuolooooootcooo-c.uo-nooon“.’n’m

A920. . "TLLIAM L, U1IL, COMMX3SIONER.,

Dt:ﬁu driving is increasing st an alarming rate. 314 license revocetions
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1923, ./ ILLIAN L, DILL, Commissionesr

322 treffis fatalities.

'”‘1 motor Vtﬂdl m““onooo-ooonooo.'-o-ouooom.m
Yotal drivers ucmcn...nuu.........-......o....!’h,m
ross m-o-ao-oo-nonnaaooo.oooooo--..coo.00.-.-3’.’03.’”

192} - ¥ILLIAX L. GUJLL, Comminsiomer.

430 drunken driving eonviotioms duriag the yesr.
Notor Vehicle Law of 1906 revised.

Recommends ons cent per gallom gascline tax, similar to tax ia Pemnsylvania
and Connectiecut.

* Chapter 208, repealing the originel traffic law of 1915 becams & luw on

recomsendation of a Speeial Commissioan.

Held firet conference of sotor vehiele sdministrators of Lastern Jtates.
397 traffic fatalities

Total motor !‘OMGIO r.“.m.‘oo..o.ooooc ooooo.oooo-oﬂz.m

Total drivers u".“;Ooooco'.oooot-ocnotqoo'noooco--ow.m
Gross ﬂvuﬂ..-...-..-.....................u....u-“,l“,"o

Again recemendsd snsctasnt of gasol ne tax.

527 traffic fatalities.

Yotal motor vehiele "m‘ﬂtimooo-coooooo-ooouoonc-om‘“
Total drivears ucmﬁ......-.-...............-....-...uo.m
Gross f“m.-..-.--oooooo.-nnooooqno-.ooco-oooo--c“.m.m

Deputy "hief lnspector iaderson Shinn reperted th:t “"ibe geseral speed
conditions sre not 30 bad as foramerly due to the overerowied rosds.”

823 drunken driver reveoeations during the year® "these aceidents eccurriag
by reason of the intoxicated drivuir are among the :ost distressing and
horrible thet have sver darkened the annals of this Departaent's history.”

The low number preblem makes it s appearance, preveking the Commissionsr to
declare that "“Nany people are uader the iaproession that a lew regis retica
susber entitled thx user to spesial privileges or courtesies that are not
otherwise extended. That Shis thought is becoming more prevaleat is best
svidenced by the fast that the Departaent has been cverburdened with
spplications fur low registration numbers, thus necessitating the issusace
of numbers with a s-rial letter prefixed in erder to meet the demand.

The Uspartsent cannet disabuse too streagly that the low numbers are issued
for Lhe purpese of preotestien. Un the contrary, we renew again our plea
te the poliee suthorities of the 5 ate that all motorists be treated
uaiformly alkke, and we express the hope tLhat the Departsunt sill be able
to put an end to the low number evil in the very nesr future."”

Repaated recomseadations for gaseline tax.
Urged compulsery insursnce.

799 traffie fatelities.

TON aoter V&h’.tld M.mMOQoogooooooccococoovottm’m
rm Mm. uem.“......‘.'....".......‘.'........m.”
h” m....‘..........'..'..".....‘...".'...n.vu‘m

-7- Maw Jersey State Library
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Low mumbers again. The Comsissioner anmounced that begimning in 1925
county serial letters will be used with plates for each coumty,
beginning with 1001,

The Department still placed its wehicles in winter storage on December 1.
Recommended compulsory insurance of all meotor wehislss.
Drunien driver revocations this ysar totaled 971.
850 traffis fatalities.
Tobal moter wshicle registration cccsccscccce m,m
hu m M S80S0 000QROBRINISIRENS m‘
Jro88 IOVONID ceccvccccssccnssnssssscescsos ”.2".“
1925. .WILLIAY Lo DILL, Comaissioner. |
The Motor Vehiele Department having becoms one of the largest
ia the State Ocowvernment, the Commissioner recommsnds divorcing it from
the Secretary of State's Offioce.
1,152 drunken driver revocations,
LS traffic fatalities.
Total motor wehicle mm&m scesssssvnce S”’m

Total drivers limod esesevesscsersssssseee &.%
Oross revVene ccsesvccccscccssssvessoscee m.ﬂs.383
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1926, WILLIAM L. DILL, Commissioner.
On March 29, 1926, the Legislature created the Department of Metor Vehicles,
mitmmwaum. ¥illdam L. Pil) was named
Comnissioner of the Department and Arthur W. Magee Deputy Comssissioner.
The courtesy card evil was gaining public notice.
Again recommsnded a gaseline tax. Lk states mow have such taxes.

The Unifora Lights and Sigmals Commission appointed by legislatare with |
Russell 5. Wise, as chalrmsn. = |

1,26 drunken driver convictiens.

856 traffic falalities.

Total motor wehigle mhm esecvvveseoe “l.m
Total drivers licensed ccceosccescsescccecece n”m
GTO8S reVONS ceessecevcessoscasnscvsccce m.

392]..¥ILLIAM L, DILL, Commissioner.

Two cents per gallon gasoline tax became effective July 1, 1927.

Excise Tax Law enacted, effective July 1, 1927. Provided mileage tax on
interstate buses. :

1,636 drunken driver revocations.

1,0&2 traffic fatalities.

Total sotor wehicle ”ﬂ“mm Bissasansene 112 m
Total drivers 1li0ensed cccccescccsccccscnnsne 8”&.593
GXrOSS IOVONUS scevcccasscsscsscssssncocas 812’%3’510




1928, .NILLIAX L, DILL, m. ;

Undform Traffis At (Chepter 281, Laws of 1528) adopted by Legislavare
wn.mmnummmzmmwm

First inspestion of moter vehiclus. This was a voluntary affair, known
as the Save-i«Life Campaign, comducted in private garages throughout
the State.
1,952 drunken driver revosations.
1,088 traffis fatalities.
Total Motor Yshicle wmm eevssvosnene Tﬁ’m
Total driver licensed cecccsscscccccscesecsse
Oross YOVEIRIS seccvcccnssescssserscsscsse m‘mgm
1929. JILLIAM L, DILL, Comuissioners

Save-A-life Campaign repsated in October. 70 peroent of drivere respended
but law lacied teeth to pemalise thoss mot coocperating.

Finenclal Responsibility Law becans effective November 15, 1529.

#ith only 16 econvictions in 1,088 fatalitiss during 1528, Comaissioner
urged drastic enforcessnt of law pertaining to death by automobile.

Found that Stop Strest Sign Law, enscted in 1528 was not being
satisfactorily enforced by sunicipal authoritiss.

Aecommends automobils gunk yard lew.

Wbmmtwmwmmﬂndmdmmmh
redios and sbandon the idea of maicing the radio a part of the car
\ '™ Mwnmamuomdmwmtmﬂhm

equipmen

factors in automobdls socidents.
2,044 drunieen driver rewvocations,.
1,275 Sraffic fatalities.

Total motor wehicle mm sesssessseee ﬂ)i,m
Total drivers 1i0eneed cccscececccccccecocese %.Zhﬂ
GI088 I'OVOIRIS 000000000000 000000000000 81&.”.015

© 1930..HAROLD G. HOFPMAN, Comisaionsr

Installed traffic sccident statistical division.

Automobile Junk Yard Law effective July b, 1530.
Intensifisd campaign against truck overloads.

Ordered discontimance of compressed air trumpets on buses.
l.“’ traffic fatalities. s

Total motor vehicle registration cccccecevsee 852.703
Total driver lioensed cscceccccccsssccscse W,l“
Gross IOVENAME ccvecccccsssssncnssenrnvessse ‘15.’65.1%

293}, (HAROLD O, HOPPMAN, Comaissioner.
Oasoline Tax Bureau trensferred to State Tax Comatseioner's Office.

i
i




Billboard Division transferred to State Tax Comissionsr's Office

The market for scrap metal 18 so poor that auto jJunk dealers are
compelled to fense in their serwp piles o hide them from public view.

First use mads of 100 Questions and Answers in comwetion with drivers!
exaxinations,

Traffic fatalities reached an all high record == 1,302 for year.
Total motor wehicle mm‘ ssesecccsees m‘m

Total drivers 1licensed cecesscscecccsnsanee 1,“3,&
Gro8s IeVEIS ccccescssessscscncsesssscres 315,8&.3“

%otﬂ-m 0., HOFPMAN, Commissioner.

State Traffic Comaission's duties an! funstions tramsferred te Department.
of Motor Vehiocles. :

B11 of Sals Lew adopted.

Effects of depression shown in a decrease of registrations.
1,180 traffic fatalitiss.

Total motor vehicle registrufion cveeeccsrcces “0,769
Total drivers lioenaed seccccecceccccccssuse l'&.m
GroSS IOYOINIE 200000000000000000080000080 ﬂs.m.a’l

State won second place, Rastern Orowp, National Traffis Safety Comtest.

1933, JRARCLD G, HOFFMAN, Commissioner.
Firet modern highway lighting exhibdte.
Tock first astion against haddtual violaters. 7h revocaticas.
Safety Edusation Division amthr ised.

Princeton Surevy reported that "The prineipal purpose of the Department
of Notor Vehicles is to maintain safety on the public highways. The
axistenss of the Nepartment as an agenoy for registration of automobdles
and collestion of license fees is incidental to this end.”

1,185 treffic fatalities.

Total motor vehicle registratdon ceesscvecsee 855|789
Total drivers 11oensed ..cssesceccccecsssee 1.%3.1”
G088 IOVEIRI® ccscvecvcsvessesccscnscssssse .(Dh.

1934+ JHAROLD O, HOFMMAN, Commissionsr.
Riglway Safety Committee of 100 appointed by Governor lioore.

Speed survey conducted Ly Newark Collsge of Engineering in ovopération
with the Departasnt. ; :

State won First Place, Eastern States in the National Traffic Safety
Contast.

1,227 traffic fatalitdes.

Total motor wvehiocls mw&um s0eossssvese U?é'ln
Total drivars lioensed seesccsecsoscncecene l‘wS’m
Oross YeVOIIM cceensccosvocscsccsccosonce 3)5.25&,005




1935..

1936..

1537..

- 1938..

ARTHUR W. MAGEE, Acting Commissioner. .=~

Department began its own investigation of all fatal accidents,

State won Honorable Mention in Nationmal '?ﬁ'}nfﬁc Safety Contest.,
1,188 traffic fatalities,

Total motor vehicle r‘giltrltioﬂ 0000c0000cce 900’180

Total drivers licensedescccccocsosccccsccce 1,097’072

Groess revenue oooooooonQ.oooooooonoooooooc‘l6,72h’1h7

ARTHUR W. MAGEE, Commissioner,

legislature passes amended Safety Inspection law,

Recommended periodic re—examination of drivers.

First appeal sent to clergy to preach safety nxiohs.

Speakers Bureau organised in Department,

National Safety Congress held in Atlantic City, October 5=9,
First safety pamphlet "Stop This Killingl" issued,

State won Honorable Mention in National Traffic Sdoty Contest.
1,107 traffic fatalities.

Total motor vehicle registration sececcecsesss 956, 501

Total drivers licensed cescecessccccscesses 1,155,21h
Cross revlnne...-.....o.......-o..........317,9h9,027

e e

ARTHUR W, MAGEE, Commissioner.

Arranged with State Medical Society to make a study of possibility of
re-examining drivers subject to heart attacks, epileptic seisures,
chronic blcod pressure and other seriocus ailments.

Entire year devoted tc acquiring sites for 28 motor vehicle inspection
stations and training personmnel,

Held first county safety conferences; Atlantic, Bergen, Camden,
Established highway patrol on Routes 25 and 29.

State pused million registrations for first time,

1,278 traffic fatalities. ;

Tot‘l motor wvehicle registration seecccecccee 1,008 909

Total drivers licensed 0000008 s00ecsese0vsose s l 22& 557

Qross revemne® ..secceccsccscssessescsccscoe ‘19 369 9&0

ARTHUR W. MAGEE, Commissioner,

Insugurated motor vehicle inspection program. Traffic fatalities drop
to amasing low of 865 for year.

State won the GRAND AWARD in National Traffic Safety Contest.




865 traffic fatalitioce. ' ' '
Total sotor vehicle M.“‘u‘.-...--nooooo-.ooocoo.ol.m.m

Total drivers M......u.-.n....................I,m,m
w mm....-..........u.......................m.m,’,’

2939, .ARTHUR W, MAGES, Commissioner.
State won Third Place, Eastern Group, ia Natiomal Treffie Safety Contest.
Departasnt held 12 county safety aestings.
Sesend year of motor vehicle inspectiocas.
8lh treffic fatalities. ' J
m”w '“m M"”u‘.QI....QI..‘.."......A‘“"“ ¢
Total drivers ncm.uu........"....-........-...l.w,m
Gross mm........................................m.m,m
M..Mmm We m‘ Comuissioner

Held first of a series of conferences with sgiilitary autheritiss oa : |
traffic preblams incident to mlilitary movemumts. : _ J

hAdopted:strieter progream for examination eof applicants for d&rivers' '
licenses. i

Third year of mcter vehicle lnspections.
Renewed recommendation fer periedie re-examination of drivers.

911 trafric fatalities

tm’. “w w.l. mt’.“....‘..l .0.....'......1‘“7’
h“l ”xm’ n...“..'ll.l.'..lll........l....‘...l.i'm o“
M. m“.‘....t..l.'..l...l......Ooiiooﬁiioﬁ.li.m “'m

State won Sesond Plase, Zasterm Oroup, Naticnal Traffic Safely Cestest. :
194). .ARTHUR i, MAGEP, Comsdssioner. ' g
State won 7irst Place, Eastera Gpoup, National Traffic 3afety Centest. 2
Yourth year .‘\.‘.’ vehicle imspeciions.

Nation at war, ; :
Departmeat broke sll existing resords for registr:ticas, drivers liceased
and revenue. i

Jtate's werst traific accident oscurred Am-t 2, in Borgen Coumty ia
which 8 people were killed.

971 traffis fatalities. ’
TM m Mcl. ““”m.o.oooocucooo-t.ccuc.-.l'l“’” P
Total drivers um...............-.................l,“?.m
m m.po'..o..o..ou.onooco.oo-.-ocoo;oo--.oo.m,'“.m ‘
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242, ARTHUR ¥, HAGE:, UOKHMISSIONKR
rifth year of motor vehicle inspections.

First yeor of mar with its curtailasnt of travel resulted in
8 31 per oent decreass in total aceidents and a 20.5 per ceat

s deersase in fetalities. It also brought sbout a 4.9 per cemt
‘reduction in ear reglstrstions; a 5.9 per cent reduction in i
the nugber of liocensed drivers and a 9.4 por cent drop ia ‘
Departaent revenue.

Gadoline rationing in effect.
Kew car sales dropped from 151,881 ia 1941 to 11,402.

ALl siforts directed toward comservation of motor transpertation
facilities. : ‘

Group riding. Staggering of hours.

'tnrru arrests dropped 38 per ceat under the previous year.
Pedestrian fotalities rose to 536 per cent of total desths.

94 Departxent employves ia crmed forces.

771 traffic fatalitios.

Total motor vehicle regletretion...cccvvececesscnscsesel, 137,392

Total drivers hlll.du.......................--.......1.363.052
"bo.. “'W.‘..-...'.......‘..’....‘..'...".......w’m.’n

A%43. . AHTHUR ¥, W.iTER, Coamissioner
Second year of war.
3ixth yesr of meter vehiole imspections.
Fedestrian deaths increcsed tc 56 per cent of total deaths. ;
Traffic arrests 26 per ceat under 1942.

Truck Comtrol 3tetions maimtalned for  irector of Civiliasn Defense
and U, 3, Army.

Total aceidents 35 per cent below 1941 and 45 per cent lower than
yoar 1942,

150 Uepartment employees in arsmed forces.
682 traffic fatalities. -
Total motor vehiole registratiofcesiccccscccccncncnseaal,041,700
rM M"Qr. n‘med..l............I.l'.'lI.O.....llll’ 2m.m
G”“ rm‘..........IDCOCI.....I.‘.Q.I.l..'.lf'.q.m.uo.“w

Sgate won Mrd Place, kasteran Uroup, Nationel Traffic “afety Contest.

New Jersey State Library




1944 -ARTHUR ¥, MAGRE, Commissioner.

Third year of wmr.
Seventh yoar of moter vehicle inospectiens.

Departgent's safety filam "X® Marks The Spot" receives national award as
best safesy film of year, :

Treasportation problem oritiecal.

Pedestrian deaths increased $o0 57 per cent of total deaths.

New car sales domm to 5,3530. |

Treffic arvests totaled 350,904, prectically same ss previcus year.
609 traffic deaths. ‘
Total moter vehicle rmu.l-.....un...un..--ul,%?ﬂ
Total drivers um.ootuoo-oo-ooaoooou.ooo.on.ou.ooolgm‘m
(rosse "moo-c¢aooocoolooin.o-o-ooo--ncooocoo--o-.m’m.m

State won Hosorable ieamtion, Erstera M. National Traffic Safety Contest.

m..ﬂm e Mm, W.

¥ar ends in August. GCas rationing lifted, Adldent treand risss.

sighth year of aoter vehicle inspestions.
Fedestrian deaths increased to 60 per cead of total deaths.

New car sales totaled 9,998.

wX® MARKS THE SFOT" shown teo 780,000 people ia thestres.
Traffic arrests totaled 56,859, an increase of 1l.6 per cent.
630 traffic destha.

Total motor vehicle m&w.................nuul.ﬂb,m
t“ Mm nm.‘.'...................'..'......hw’m
M m........“.............'.....‘....I.....ul'n’m.

State wen Honoreble Mentiea, Eastorn Group, Nationsl Traffis Safely Contest.
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1946+« ARTHUR W, MAGEE, COMMISSIONER.
Ninth year of motor vehicle inspections,

Curb parking the Mumber One highway transportation problem., Mumicipalities
urged to provide off-street parking facilities, :

93,663 traffic arrest, exclusive of parking.
Pedestrian deaths 50 per cent of total fatalities,
Re-examination of all drivers over LO at regular intervals roconondod.
President's Highway Safety Conference recommended re-examination of all
drivers, . 5
712 treffic fatalitiee,
Total motor wehicle registration cecesceccccecoce 1,1?5'172
Total drivers licensed 000000000000000000000000900 1.3“,805
Gross revenue 0000000000000 00008000000000000080 ‘2‘6’819,573

1947+ ARTHUR W. MAGEE, COMMISSIONER.
Tenth year of motor vehicle inspections,
Off-street parking facilities again streesed.
50 per cent of total fatalities were pedestrians.
First survey of fatal accident prosecutions showed mrciiy of indictaents.
Reconmended amending death by motor vehicle law by amitting the words,
"willful and wanton®,
Total traffic arrests 100,119, exclusive of parking,
Mandatory minimum fines for traffic law viclations recommended,
Governor's Highway Safoty Conference held May 8, in Trenton.
638 traffic fatalities.
State won second place (in a tie with Massachusetts) in National Interstate
Traffic Safety Contest.
State won first place in National Pedestrian Safety Contest conducted by
AAA :
Total motor vehicle registration ceecececcccscccces 1,270,037

Total drivers licensed seecececcccoccosscsscssccces 1,&2,210
Gross Irevenle ccceccccccocesssscecsssesssccccccone ‘28,766,580

5 iv -
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1948, .

19h9..

‘State won three safety awards: Tied for second place with Massachusetts

ARTHUR W, MAGEE, COMMISSIONER.
Eleventh year of motor vehicle inspections,

Legislature reorganised State govermment placing former Department of
Motor Vehicles in Department of Law and Public Safety. Effective

J\ll’ 2, 19&80 ?
Total accidents eeecscces 60,022
Totcl fatalities cecccoce A597

Total injured cecececcsee 25’632
Pedestrian deaths Li3.5 per cent of total fatalities,
New car sales 164,311

State safety program centered on six leading causes of accidents as
indicated in accident statistics.

Total traffic arrests, exclusive of parking, 9L,L18

Recommended legislation requiring mechanical turn signals in all new cars.
Again recommended re-examination of drivers over LO,

Repeated recommendation for change in death by motor vshicle law.

in National Interstate Traffic Safety Contest; First place in National AAA
Pedestrian Safety Contest and a meritoricus award by the Association of
Casualty & Surety Companies for achievement in high school driver education,.
Total motor vehicle registration secececccccccccccoceccce 1,377.7&0

Total drivers licensed ceseececececccccessccssccscsceces 1,682

Oross RBVBNUG 00000000000000000000000000000e0000000000 ‘31’203’193

ARTHUR W. MAGEE, DIRECTOR. '

Twelfth year of motor vehicle inspections.

Total accidents cecececocce 63,1hh

Total fatalities ceeeccccee 592

Total injured ccecccecccece 27,&27

New car sales 195,991 5
Pedestrian fatalities L3.7 per cent of total deaths, '

No-fix summons law effective Jamuary 1, 1949 :
Total Traffic law arrests 116,422, a 23 per cent increase over previous year.

Fatal accident prosecution survey of previous year showed only 38 indictments
out of L30 fatal accidents.

Division distributed two new safety publications, "Highway Safety Actiom" : 1
and "Driver Education®, : 1

12,000 posters distributed among licensed beverage establishments calling ,
attention to danger of mixing alcohol and driving. 4 |

Total motor vehicle registrations ccceecececcccccee 1,&86536&

Total drivers licensed secececcccccccocccsnscscese 1.778,?08
OroS8 IeVONUEG ceeersccsc000000000000000000000008000 ‘33,662.981




1950, MARTIN J, FERBER. DIRECTOR.

Thirteenth year of moter vehiole inspections,

Total accidents seececessese 79,970
Total fatalities ceeeceoncee 687
Total inJured cececensvescos 33,2

New car sales 252,46k
Fedestrian fatalities 38.5 per cent of total deaths.

Second year of no-fix summons. Total arrests exclusive of
m,m,mﬁmnmwterMMWMW

quanmm Al
mlfnof”ﬂththmmrnmnt renswable on
holder's birthday.

Fecoamended five year licanse plate, renewable ammually with imsert,

scommended more inspeetion station facilities to gcope with increased
registration,

iscommended nine permanent driver licemse examination centers replacing
presert ), widely scattered sxmmination peints,

Ascommended consolidation of quarters.

fscommended conselidating all state traffie opsrational functions in a
mmam.mwmmmmumdmmml

Issued "MD" license registration series to membere of medical profession,

Total motor vehicle registrations cesceccessssce 1,631,212
Total drivers licensed cececsscccscccscoscsesenae
(rOS8 I'SVONIS eeccersscossssscscscsscsecsasnssccss § 31,“7.9&

MARTIN J. FERBER, DIRECTOR., (Resigned Octeber 1, 1951.)
WILLIAM J, DEARDEN, ACTING DIRECTOR.
Wmummm inspections, .

Total aceidents seecessecese 72,307
Total fatalities csvesssocee 3
Pedestrian fatalitiesccecose ”.g ;
Total inJured ccescsscsccsee
h car salss oooo»oooqoco.cm 767
arrests, (exclnsive of pnrung)...udhbmp as compared with
132,029 in previcus year,

Driver Schools.. Mandng\mumotm“rmw
: mhlyl,l?ﬂ.

M Flates..The State issuwed, for the 1952 u;tmwm year, permsnent
plates, tobonmdhyma:u&dmzram

te year.

Traffic Bureau Transfer...Bxscutive Order dated November 30, 1951 removed
from the Divigion of Hotor Vehicles funetions
performed by the Bureau of Traffic Enginesring and
Buresu of Safety Education and transferred them into
Bureau of Traffic Safety.

W Mmuan of quarters.
Total motor wvehicle registration ceecscsccoce 1,7’12.376

Total drivers licend#ed.ccssecsccccscescscssss ’hg
Gross Reveme utoootciooco'.oooocooo-cocooo-omM,S”
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1952, WILLIAM J. DEARDEN, DIRECTOR
| Mm&mmm inspections,

ACCIDENT STATISTICS. Traffic accidemt statistics now uqauod by the
Burean of Traffic Safety.

New Car CaleSccsccee llh.hks
Traffic Arrestscesce 173,303 = an Mum of 17.3% over 1951

1952 license Plate to be contimued in succeeding years, with metal inserts.
Automcbile Bace Tracks. Chapter 299, Laws of 1952 provides fer licemnsing
and regulation of sutomebils race tracks. Enforcsment under supervision
of Chief Inspector of [ivision of Motor Vehicles.

Point System for violation of the law repsaters was pat into effect on July 1,1958

Accident mﬂm Clindec for vielation law rqnnon was opened on October 1,1954
at 152 West State Strest.

Security-issponsibility Law enacted in 1952. Burssu lecated at
222 west State Street.

Cortificate of Omership Law aduinistered at 215 West State Street. |
Consolidation of quarters under ome bullding again recommended.
Total motor nhich registrations ssscsenvscaseces 1,'11,&17
Total drivers Moensed swseecosncosscsorcsesecsnes 2,002,770
(ross revemue sesecessatmonsrorsenssnssrsesneine $16,507,087.45

1953+ WILLIAM Jo DEAKDEN, nxm |
Sixteenth year of motor mm Wu.

Accident Statistics. .Mac accident multiu now euwuod by t.hl Bureau
of Traffic Safety.

hwm....unm -uwdwmmmfwu. e
yoar 1952.,.159,656, s, .1

MmaﬂuMntM......NM-uimet!}ﬁmm ’

1952 figure, qummwmummm
mmber of arrests,

mm&umdmmu. Vs : o .8

Mmuuu-rmmummwmmmmrd
mummummnuu,mmamumm-tmm
pr'ukbuh. :

wﬁummm mummd mulmﬁmotmw
the present stations,

fecammended special provisien ia 't,.m law uking umc revocation mandstery
for the nmatrmu in cases mwlun;'mntmmdumm old

MpMmrmd-muuumhrmummMu
mumummm

Total motor whid.t mﬂﬁmcoao;noo 1.”,&9
Drivers! um.ouooouﬂwcuotaatcogoo ’135.59!
Groas m....o.g...'.....u....-. e W,919,896




