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Contacting us is easy!
Public Affairs Office

Phone: (609) 530-7088
Fax: (609) 530-6963

Veterans' Organizations Contact

Information

State Veterans Service Council
Mr. Richard Clark
RIClark21@msn.com

NJ Advisory Committee for Women
Veterans
Mrs. Anna Hoffman
hoffmanannem@aol.com

BG Willam C. Doyle Cemetery
Advisory Council
Mr. William Rakestraw

warjrnj@msn.com

Veterans Hotlines
Benefits & Entitlements
1-888-8NJ-VETS
(1-888-865-8387)
Mental Health

1-866-VETS-NJ4
(1-866-838-7654)

DMAVA Highlights Archive
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NJ World War IT Memorial

For information or to make a
donation, call 609-530-7049

WWII Memorial on the web

New Jersey Freedom Loans

/ \ The State of New Jerser
§ Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
Governor Phil Murphy

Lt Governor Sheila Oliver
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Yeah for Army - Navy Football! Download PDF Version of

this week's highlights

Tomorrow afternoon, Saturday, December 2, Army and
Navy will meet for the 107th time to compete on the football field. The first game was
played in 1890 at West Point, with Navy winning the game, 24-0. Over the history of
the game, Army has won 46 times, Navy has won 50 times and there have been seven
ties. This year’s game will take place at Lincoln Financial Field, Philadelphia. It will be
telecast on CBS at 2:30 p.m. or you can watch it on AKO via streaming video. For more
on the history of Army-Navy football, visit the following web sites.

http://www.usna.edu/LibExhibits/Archives/Armynavy/Armynavygames.htm

http://www.armyfootballclub.org/

News for Your Views
Annual state gift and coat drive running till December 14

The Annual Coat and Gift drives sponsored by the State of New Jersey Department of
Human Services, on behalf of your fellow New Jerseyans.

The Gift Drive will run from Nov. 20-Dec. 14. These toys and gifts will be distributed to
children under the supervision of the Department of Children and Families, Division of
Youth and Family Services. While gifts are needed for all ages, the greatest need each
year is for children ages 10 to 17. Gifts should be new and unwrapped.

Coats will be collected until Dec. 14 also. Coats should be clean, serviceable, and in good
condition. Any size coat is acceptable, from youths to adults.

Each year the generosity of DMAVA employees has touched the lives of many less
fortunate people in the Garden State.

The lobby of Central Office will serve as the drop-off site for Central Office Staff and
there will be boxes set up in the Homes and our other facilities. You may also contact
Paul Serdiuk, DMAVA's drive coordinator, at 609-530-6878 for additional information and
a list of suggested gifts.

108th ARW deploys to Incirlik AB, Turkey

The DMAVA/JFHRS Holiday Party which will be held on Friday, December 15. The cost of
the party is $10. It will be catered by Amici’s; the menu includes Chicken Piccata, Veal
Parmigiana, broiled fresh catch of the day or white fish.

The Town Hall meeting will be held at 10:30 a.m. Attendance for the Town Hall is not
mandatory. If personnel opt not to attend the Holiday Party, it will be a normal and full
workday at their normal duty station.

Part of the party activity will include decorating a tree with lights. If you would like to
bring an ornament to hang on our DMAVA/JFHQRS tree celebrating the holiday season
“From your Family to Ours” we will hang all of “your” ornaments on “our” tree.

If you are planning on attending, please see your departmental representative to pay no
later than Monday, December 11.

Department representatives are:
DMAVA: Darlene Laarz: 609-530-6992
Karen Wallace: 609-530-6766

Dawn Esposito: 609-530-6717

FT DIX: Marie Durling: 609-562-0739
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What is a Freedom Loan?

* Up to $10,000

* Annual APR 6%

* Term: 5 years (no pre-
payment penalty)

* Unsecured Loan (no collateral
required)

Who is eligible to apply?

NJ residents who are:

* Members of the National
Guard or Reserve

* Mobilized for one year or
longer to fight in the Global War
on Terrorism (GWOT) - excluding
routine training.

Or

* Served 90 or more consecutive
days in the GWOT on federal or
state active duty (excluding
routing training) and have
received orders extending
cumulative active duty a year or
longer.

How do I apply?

* Contact participating banks.
Call or visit your local branch
office to obtain an application.

* Guardmembers, Reservists, or
family members with Power of
Attorney must submit copies of
current mobilization orders with
the bank's Freedom Loan
application.

Current participants:
Commerce Bank
1-888-751-9000

Credit Union of NJ
609-538-4061, ext. 401

First Morris Bank & Trust
1-888-530-2265

Manasquan Savings Bank
732-223-4450

North Jersey Federal Credit
Union
1-888-78NJFCU

Peapack-Gladstone Bank (908)
719-BANK

Pennsville National Bank
856-678-6006

PNC
1-866-PNC-4USA

Sovereign Bank
1-877-391-6365

Sun National Bank
1-800-691-7701

HSCOE: Kevin Hearn: 609-530-7069

DMAVA Goes A Wassailing, December 19

Each of the offices and directorates in DMAVA, Lawrenceville will participate in "DMAVA
Goes A Wassailing” on Tuesday December 19, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The offices will be
decorated and offer holiday food and drink. Employees are invited to visit every area to
share in the holiday cheer.

NJ Air and Army Guard Night at the Nets

Come watch the New Jersey Nets do battle against the Cleveland Cavaliers on the New
Jersey Air and Army National Guard Night, Wednesday, December 20 at 8 p.m. Tickets
are reduced pricing for seats on the second level of the arena.

Cost is $30 for second level, rows 16-24; $35 for second level, center rows 16-24 or
corners, rows 1-15; and $55 for second level, center rows 1-15. An optional $5 food
coupon is available for a hot dog and medium soda.

Deadline for ordering tickets is December 13. If interested, call Senior Master Sgt. Dave
Whalen, 108th Air Refueling Wing, 609-754-3616

USP&FO welcomes new comptroller, financial manager

The United States Property and Fiscal Office is pleased to announce the selection of Lt.
Col. Christopher J. Eads as the New Jersey Army National Guard Comptroller and
Financial Manager. In this capacity Eads is responsible for managing New Jersey Army
Guard Annual Federal Funding. He will advise Federal Program Managers, the United
States Property and Fiscal Officer, the Chief of Staff and The Adjutant General on
important funding and budget execution decisions. He will oversee military and civilian
pay, travel pay, commercial vendor services (Accounts Payable), budget and fiscal
accounting. Lt. Col. Eads comes to us from the USP&FO Internal Review Division and
has a wealth of experience in hospitality financial management and accounting
operations. He has served previously as the Chief Financial Officer of the Union League
in Philadelphia. He is a Traditional Army Guardsman serving as the Battalion
Commander of the 50th Finance Battalion, Flemington, N.]J. Congratulations and
Welcome Aboard.

Radio at Fort Dix wants you to be part of live audience

National Public Radio (NPR) invites you to a national broadcast live at Fort Dix, Tuesday,
Dec. 12, at Timmermann Center. It will be hosted by Neal Conan of NPR’s Talk of the
Nation program.

Shipping Out (2 - 3 p.m.)

Getting ready to go to war requires both physical and psychological training. We'll hear
from people whose job it is to prepare our Soldiers for combat, and with those who work
with families to prepare them for the special strains of deployment.

Please arrive no later than 1:45 p.m.

The Civilian Soldier: Future of the National Guard and Army Reserve (3 - 4
p-m.)

The long wars in Afghanistan and Iraq place unprecedented strains on the Guard and
Reserves, raising critical questions about the structure and design of the armed forces,
and about the lives of the men and women involved, including the issue of stop/loss,
recruiting and retention, and the future of citizen Soldiers.

Please arrive no later than 2:45 p.m.

Guests include:
Col. Douglas Dinon, Deputy Commander for Mobilization at Ft. Dix

Retired Maj. Gen. Mike Davidson, former Assistant to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff for National Guard Matters

Brig. Gen. C. Stewart Rodeheaver, Deputy Commanding General, First Army, Fort Gillem,
Ga.

Joan Cole, Ft. Dix Family Support Group



Special Performance
Stand-up comedian and former Army supply specialist Tom Irwin joins us. Irwin has
performed for front-line troops in Iraq and Afghanistan with the group “Comics On Duty.”

Be part of our live audience and add your voice to the conversation.

NORAD is ready to track Santa

In advance of the holiday season and its 51st season of tracking Santa Claus on his
annual journey around the world, the North American Aerospace Defense Command
(NORAD) has activated its "NORAD Tracks Santa" Web site (www.noradsanta.org) for
2006.

The program began in 1955 when an errant phone call was made to NORAD's
predecessor, the Continental Air Defense Command Operations Center in Colorado
Springs, Colo. A child had dialed a misprinted telephone number in a local newspaper
and reached NORAD instead.

The commander who answered the phone gave the youngster Santa's whereabouts, and
the Santa tracking tradition began.

The program has grown since its first appearance on the Internet in 1998. Last year, the
Web site received 912 million hits from 204 countries. On Christmas Eve, aided by 550
volunteers, the NORAD Tracks Santa Operations answered nearly 55,000 phone calls and
nearly 98,000 e-mails from children around the world.

The Web site features the history of the program, information on how NORAD tracks
Santa and games. On Dec. 24, beginning at 2 a.m. Mountain Time, the Web site will post
a minute-by-minute update on Santa's travels. All of this information is available English,
French, German, Italian, Japanese and Spanish.

(From NGAUS Notes)

Amusement park offers military discount

Dollywood, Dolly Parton’s amusement park located in Pigeon Forge, Tenn., near
Gatlinburg, has always been proud to assist military families. Dollywood is pleased to
offer a 30% discount on one-day admission tickets for active, retired and military
reservists, spouses and dependents when military personnel IDs and dependent IDs are
presented. This offer is only good at the front gate ticketing areas of the Park; these
tickets cannot be pre-purchased. This offer is good at Dollywood until December 30,
2006. For more information on the discount and Dollywood, please visit
http://www.dollywood.com/special-offers/default.aspx?id=51.

ChalleNGe gets celebrity spinner on “"Wheel”

Josh Gracin, who was a lance corporal in the U.S. Marine Corps when he came in fourth
during the second season of “"American Idol,” is going to be on "Wheel of Fortune”
January 13, as part of the Country Music Stars week of shows. He has named National
Guard Youth Foundation as his charity of choice to spin for! The foundation provides
support to all the ChalleNGe programs. For example, they arranged a grant with Merrill-
Lynch whereas New Jersey and the other programs get two $2,000 scholarships every
class.

Veterans Workshop helps small business owners

Veterans who own a small business or who want to start one and are in need of financing
have the opportunity to attend the Veterans Workshop NJ Small Business Initiatives.

The program will serve as an introduction to the services provided by the NJ Small
Business Development Centers, the State of New Jersey and the U.S. Small Business
Administration. The SBA has secured the support of several lenders in providing special
loan rates for veterans. The rates will expire on Dec. 31, 2006. The workshop will be
held on Tuesday, Dec. 12, 9-11 a.m., at 5165 Maryland Avenue, Fort Dix, NJ. For
information and to register for the workshop, call NJSBDC at Rutgers Institute of
Management and Executive Development at 856-225-6221.

Fill Your Date Book

State employee blood donation challenge on Dec. 7
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New Jersey Blood Donor Campaign - “Give the Gift of Life” this holiday season. New
Jersey is facing a severe chronic blood shortage that could affect our citizens. In the
past, New Jersey could always count on other states to help when blood supplies were
low. No more! Other states are facing the same critical shortages and are unable to
assist New Jersey during the 2006 holiday season. New Jersey is embarking on an
ambitious campaign by launching for the first time, a State Employee Blood Challenge on
Dec. 7 at the Sovereign Bank Arena. Our department’s Blood Challenge Liaison, Ernie
Razzano, 609-530-6767, and our Blood Drive Coordinator, Mr. Jack Stoffa, 609-530-
6855, will provide specifics by e-mail to all Department Employee Personnel, pertaining
to the blood donation times on Dec. 7.

Holiday party at Drumthwacket for families of deployed
Soldiers

There will be a Holiday get together for spouses, parents and children of Soldiers
currently deployed. The event will take place on Dec. 9, from 1-3 p.m., at
Drumthwacket, the Official Residence of the Governor of New Jersey. Those interested in
attending need to contact your FRG President as soon as possible and provide the names
of those attending and the ages of any children. There will be a Santa to give away
little gift bags to all the children. Deadline for submission of names of attendees is
November 22. For direction go to: www.drumthwacket.org

Honorable Mention
Holiday gift giving suggestions for military, veterans, others

The holidays are coming. The stores are loaded with items for sale, lists are at the
ready from the children in our lives and the cooler weather brings thoughts of snow,
sleds and the winter holidays. Whether you celebrate Hanukkah, Christmas or Kwanzaa,
gifting is often part of the festivities.

Some people cannot be with family or friends during this holiday season and you can
help them find some joy in their lives. Maybe a gift to an organization in a loved one’s
name will bring a smile that special person and holiday joy to someone that truly needs
your help.

Here are some suggestions for your holiday gift giving.

Go to www.americasupportsyou.mil. “America Supports You” is a nationwide program
launched by the Department of Defense recognizing support of our military men and
women and communicates that support to members of our Armed Forces at home and
abroad. Ifitis sending an e-mail or packing up items to send to a service member or
sewing a blanket or writing a letter; "America Supports You” can find a group that does
that for the members of the military and their families.

When you walk through the store, do the rows of toys call your name, drawing you in to
explore and make you want to buy? Maybe you should think about the Toys for Tots
program. The mission of the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Program is to
collect new, unwrapped toys during October, November and December each year, and
distribute those toys as Christmas gifts to needy children in the community in which the
campaign is conducted. The primary goal of Toys for Tots is to deliver, through a shiny
new toy at Christmas, a message of hope to needy youngsters that will motivate them to
grow into responsible, productive, patriotic citizens and community leaders. Visit their
web site, http://www.toysfortots.org/default.asp , to find out more about the program.

Closer to home, Veterans Haven has a wish list that includes items such as: personal
hygiene items for men and women, sweat pants and shirts in various sizes, twin size
sheet sets and blankets, pre-paid phone cards, scarves and gloves, and more. Call
Robert Sauselein, Veterans Haven superintendent at 609-561-4948, ext 103 if you have
any questions or need to drop off items.

The Paramus Memorial Veterans Home has a large list of wishes for the veterans who
live there. Items start with monetary donations to cover everything from the
maintenance on the aquariums in the dayrooms to trips and outings for the veterans.
The list continues for requests of various furniture items on to CDs, DVDs, clothing of all
types and sizes, electronic items, personal hygiene items, and lots of miscellaneous
items to include: batteries of all sizes, magnifying glasses, eyeglass repair kits, sports
bottles, postage stamps for personal mail and lots more. Call Susan Pettigrano, director
of Volunteer Services, 201-634-8504, if you have questions or need to drop off items.

If you live closer to Menlo Park Veterans Home, some of their wish list items include DVD
players, portable CD players, extra large T-shirts, universal remote controls, large face
watches, white tube socks, wheelchair cushions, electric razors and full-size blankets.
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Call Ed Weisenhorn, director of Volunteer Services, 732-452-4133, for questions or to
drop off items.

Finally, Vineland Veterans Home’s wish list consists of computer supplies, DVDs and CDs,
new Velcro sneakers and shoes in all sizes, tennis balls, phone cards, batteries in all
sizes, talking watches, various types of personal hygiene items, coffee beans and large
wheelchair bags and wheelchair cup holders.

If you would like a copy of the wish lists of Vets Haven and the three Veterans Homes,
drop an e-mail to Barbara.harbison@njdmava.state.nj.us and a copy of the lists will be
sent to you.

New legal assistance program available for NJ Reservists who
deployed

The New Jersey State Bar Association, through its Military Law and Veterans' Affairs
Committee, in conjunction with McCarter & English, L.L.P. has established the Military
Legal Assistance Program. This pro bono program provides assistance to New Jersey
residents who have served overseas in either Operation Enduring Freedom or Operation
Iraqi Freedom as active duty members of reserve components of the armed forces after
September 11, 2001.

Thousands of New Jersey residents serving in the armed forces reserves have been
deployed overseas in Iraq or Afghanistan. Many of them will be or have been adversely
affected by reason of their status, change of status, or long deployment. Therefore,
there is an anticipated need for legal assistance for these military personnel in civil
matters.

The Military Legal Assistance Program has been created to assist such military personnel
with their legal needs. The Program offers assistance in three areas: Family Law,
Employment Law, Debtor-Creditor Law.

To be eligible for the program, an individual must:

1. be a New Jersey resident;

2. be a member of the reserve components of the armed forces (Army National Guard,
Army Reserve, Air Force Reserve, Air National Guard, Navy Reserve, Marine Corp
Reserve, etc.); and

3. have been called to active duty and deployed in Iraq or Afghanistan since 2001.

Eligible personnel should call 888-541-1900 to request assistance.

Discounts offered for State employees

Are you a state employee looking to save a few $$$? Visit
http://www.state.nj.us/personnel/discounts/index.htm and you can find a number of
businesses who offer discounts to New Jersey state employees. From amusement parks
to fitness to computer to phones and lots of other discounts between, you will find many
ways to save money. For more information on each discount, please contact Patty Smith
at patty.smith@njdmava.state.nj.us or call 609-530-6847.

Free Military Handbooks on website

Military Handbooks has announced the launch of its new website and the release of its
latest seven FREE handbooks for military personnel. Military Handbooks is a small
company owned and operated by former federal employees and veterans. Their offices
are located in Alexandria, Va.

These free handbooks were written specifically for military members. To get your own
copies of these free handbooks, simply go to their new website:
www.militaryhandbooks.com The handbooks include:

- 2007 U.S. Military Handbook

- 2007 U.S. Military Retired Handbook

- 2007 Getting Uncle Sam To Pay For Your College Degree
- 2007 After The Military Handbook

- 2007 Benefits For Veterans And Dependents Handbook
- 2007 Veterans Healthcare Benefits Handbook

- 2007 Military Children's Scholarship Handbook
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“Slick Deals for Soldiers” on AKO

Do you have an AKO account? Those Soldiers, family members and guests who have an
Army Knowledge Online account can use the latest addition to the Web site: Slick Deals
for Soldiers. Here you can find deals to purchase calling cards and discounts on your
phone services, discounts when purchasing a computer, free antivirus software for your
computer, deals on car rentals and purchases, travel deals, theme park discounts and
other coupons and discounts for Soldiers and their family members. So the next time
you log onto www.us.amy.mil to check your e-mail or find a regulation or one of the
other many things available on AKO, stop by Slick Deals to see if you can find a good
deal for your wallet.

Insurance for members of the Officers or Enlisted Association

ARE YOU COVERED? National Guard Association of New Jersey Group Life Insurance
Program entitles members of either the Officers” or the Enlisted Association to enroll in
the Association Life Insurance Program. This special program provides from $5,000 to
$50,000 of Life Insurance for you, “round the clock.” Premiums range from as little as
$2 per month and may be payroll deducted from your drill check. Family coverage for
spouses and all children is also available at low rates designed for you as a member of
the New Jersey Army and Air National Guard. There are no aviation exclusions, no
hazardous duty restrictions, no war clauses and no checks to write. Information can be
obtained by contacting retired Chief Warrant Officer 5 Jack Petrosilli at 609-530-6843, or
retired Brig. Gen. Robert S. Dutko Sr. at 609-273-1004. Enrollment forms can be
obtained by calling retired Col. Frank L. Carlone, Program Coordinator, at 732-249-8335.

Guard gate now has phone line

The Guard Booth Telephone Number is 609-671-6623.

Effective immediately all Directors, Managers, Supervisors and Employees that interface
with outside personnel for hosting on-site meetings here at the Lawrenceville
Headquarters are directed to notify the security guard when expecting scheduled
visitors.

You are to provide the date, time and name of the visitor in advance whenever possible,
also the DMAVA employee they are visiting and/or meeting they are attending. The
Guard will issue a visitors parking permit. If you are expecting a large party for a
meeting or event please provide a roster of attendees, with the meeting date time and
location to the gate guard prior to the event.

Enlisted Association offers new feature

The Enlisted Association of New Jersey has added to their Web Page a new feature called
“On-GUARD Business Registry,” designed to list businesses owned by current or former
National Guard members, and the goods and services they offer. If you are a current or
former member of the New Jersey Army or Air National Guard, this is a great cost-
effective opportunity for your business to reach your fellow National Guard members.
Just go to the Web site: www.eang-nj.org and fill out your application today.

Civil Air Patrol looking for BDU donations

The New Jersey Civil Air Patrol is the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force. They perform
inland search and rescue missions, aerial reconnaissance for homeland security and
disaster relief missions. CAP has an active cadet program and aerospace education
program for young people. All of the members are unpaid volunteers and must purchase
their own uniforms, although CAP does try to provide uniforms for their cadet members
without charge to them.

CAP is looking for donations of BDUs (woodland pattern) in wearable condition for use by
their members. They can use pants, shirts, field jackets and caps. They will also accept
Air Force Service Dress uniforms for cadet’s use.

If you have uniforms to donate, please contact Maj. Rick Ulmer, (732)364-7755 or e-
mail: caplawyeri23@comcast.net. He will make arrangements for pick-up.

Tax-free in New Jersey!
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Does your shopping list have either a U.S. Flag or New Jersey flag on it? One good piece
of news - the sales tax hike does not affect that purchase; in fact purchase of either flag
is TAX FREE in New Jersey. Please visit the following web page to check out the
particulars: http://www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/index.htmi?flag.htm.

Army offers free courses for Soldiers, DA civilians

If you are an Army Soldier or DA civilian, you can access more than 2,600 information
technology, business, self-development and 30 foreign language courses for FREE
through Army e-Learning. Visit www.us.army.mil and select *my education.” In Fiscal
Year 2006, almost a quarter million courses were completed. Some of the top 10
courses of the month for July were: Rosetta Stone Spanish and Arabic, Windows XP:
Fundamentals, Accounting Fundamentals and Encryption Technologies.

DMAVA Hotline

The Department of Military and Veterans Affairs Emergency Hotline is:
1-866-232-5798

You will hear the following message:

You have reached the New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
Emergency Information Number. Please listen to the following menu choices and select
an appropriate option:

State employees - press 1
Federal employees — press 2
National Guard employees - press 3

Affordable vacation spots around the world

Are you looking for an affordable vacation spot? The Armed Forces Recreation Center
has resorts around the world for members of the Armed Forces, their families and other
members of the Total Defense Force. Room rates are based on rank, pay grade, duty
status, room size and/or room location. Reservations are required, policies vary by
location and guests may not stay more than 30 consecutive days or register again within
the following 90-day period. But if you are thinking of Hawaii, Germany, South Korea or
Orlando as a possible vacation destination, this just may be the ticket! Visit
http://www.armymwr.com/portal/travel/recreationcenters/ for more information.

JT2DC Memorial Walkway offers engraved pavers

The Joint Training and Development Center (JT2DC) recently unveiled the Memorial
Walkway to the center. The purpose of the pond and walkway are to serve as a reminder
that there are Soldiers in harm’s way protecting the freedoms that we all cherish and
enjoy.

The concept of the Memorial Walkway was to have Soldiers create a mark by dedicating
inscribed bricks. Soldiers have chosen to honor loved ones, family members, friends,
and personnel with whom they served.

Anyone interested in purchasing an engraved paver for $50, can contact Command Sgt.
Major Timothy Maskery at (609) 562-0539.

Enlisted Association of the National Guard of New Jersey

Membership

Give our state a larger voice by becoming a member of the Enlisted Association. The
increased numbers will help us speak on all legislative issues that will benefit you and
your families. The association works hard for you at the Federal & State level on all
important issues. Visit the web site EANG-NJ.org, click on Become a Member for the
application and find out more about what the association does.

Conference

The Enlisted Association invites you to the Annual Conference at the Clarion Hotel and
Conference Center in Atlantic City West, October 6-8, 2006, to Honor and Salute our
Airmen and Soldiers who supported the War on Terrorism. Saturday during the Military
Ball will be our way to say thank you for their dedication and sacrifices that they and
their families shared. Friday night will feature a Hawaiian luau with a show and an Army
and Air challenge. Our mission is to have fun. Visit our web site EANG-NJ.org, click on
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EANG-NJ Conference to find out more. Thank you for your support. You can reach the
membership chairman Jerome Zebrowski at 609-214-6959 or jcptfalc@aol.com or co-
chairman Edward Goetschius at 609-965-1972 or esgtmaj@comcast.net.

For the Families

ACS at Fort Dix offers programs to Soldiers and family
members

The Army Community Service (ACS) office at Ft Dix has several programs to support the
Soldier and his/her family during mobilization and deployment. Their number is (609)
562-2767 or (800) 877-2380 and they are located in Building 5201 at Maryland Ave and
8th Street. Some of the programs available are:

- Army Emergency Relief: Provides emergency financial assistance to active duty
military personnel, retirees, National Guard and Reserve Component on active duty for
over 30 consecutive days and their family members (with ID Card and power of
attorney).

- Exceptional Family Member Program (EFMP): Entitles member to additional
benefits through TRICARE's Extended Care Health Option (ECHO) Program. Provides
information, referrals, crisis intervention, community support and assistance to meet
individual needs.

- Family Advocacy Program: Provides for the identification, reporting, prevention,
and treatment of child abuse and domestic violence.

- Employment Readiness Program: Offers information and referral for employment,
education (resume writing, interviewing), volunteer & training opportunities.

Family Readiness Council offers Tier I and II grants

The New Jersey National Guard State Family Readiness Council has expanded its Family
Grants Program to include an additional grant. There are now two levels of Family
Grants; TIER I is the $2,500 grant that has been in place for the past couple of years.
The TIER II opens family grants to New Jersey Army and Air National Guard non-
deployed service members who were on State Active Duty or State Missions (e.g.,
hurricanes, floods, border missions) for more than 20 consecutive days. Service
members meeting these criteria are eligible to apply for a financial hardship grant up to
$1,500. Applications are available at all New Jersey Army and Air National Guard Family
Assistance Centers.

Guard Family Action Plan

The Guard Family Action Plan (GFAP) identifies issues of concern to Guard members,
spouses, parents, children, retirees and civilian employees. The GFAP determines
actions necessary to resolve issues and assigns responsibility for actions to the proper
staff agency.

The proper staff agency begins at unit level within the chain of command and can include
the Departments of the Army and Air Force and the Congress of the United States. You
can submit an issue along with your recommendation for a solution through the GFAP
website at www.gfap.org. If you have any questions, you can call Marie Durling in the
State Family Programs Office at 609-562-0739.

Spouses invited to go on orientation flights

The 108th Air Refueling Wing would like to extend an invitation to the spouses of New
Jersey Army and Air National Guardsmen and women who would like to see an aerial
refueling up close.

This is a great opportunity for spouses to see the skills needed to fuel an aircraft more
than 20,000 feet in the air. Seats will be on a first-come, first-served basis.

If you are interested, please call 108th Public Affairs Office at (609) 754-4173 or e-mail
at pa.108arw@njmcgu.ang.af.mil for the form needed to request a seat.

Guard members who would like an orientation flight or would like to nominate their
bosses for a flight can also contact 108th PAO for information and forms.
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Family Programs on the calendar

Dec. 2, 9am - 2pm Cookie Care / Pack Day, Lawrenceville, Armory

Dec. 2, time TBD FRG South 5th-117th Christmas Party, Vineland
Armory

Dec. 9, time TBD FRG / NCO Charlie Co. Annual Holiday Party,
Burlington VFW 1817

Dec. 15, time TBD West Orange FRG Girls Night Out

Dec. 16, 11:30am - 2pm 177th FW Children's Holiday Party, Dining Hall,
Pomona Air Base

Family Readiness Group Meeting schedule

Bordentown Armory — B Co 250th SBF & Co D 250th BSB - Jan. 20, 10 a.m.
Hammonton Armory - 119th SB Corps -

Jersey City Armory — D Co 2-113th -

Lawrenceville Armory - 50th PSB -.; 50th Fin Bn -
Morristown Armory - 3-112th & 5/117th -

Newark Armory - A, B, E Co’s 2-113th Inf - Dec. 20, 7 p.m.
Port Murray Armory - 2-102nd Arm -

Teaneck Armory - 50th SBM - Dec. 21, 7 p.m.

Toms River Armory - C/3-112th FA -

Vineland Armory - 5/117th Cav -

West Orange Armory — B Co 5/117th Cav -

Woodbury Armory - Trp C 5.117th Cav -

Recreation and Sports
Anheuser Busch extends complimentary ticket program

Anheuser Busch has announced its program offering free amusement park tickets to the
service members and their families has become so popular it will be extended another
year. The "Here's to the Heroes," is open to active duty service members, active
members of the National Guard or Reserve, and up to three direct dependents for one
complimentary admission per year. Participants can go online to fill out a form for free
admission at http://www.herosalute.com/.

The amusement parks participating in the program are: Sea World parks in Orlando,
Florida; San Diego and San Antonio; Busch Gardens parks in Tampa, Florida, and
Williamsburg, Virginia; Sesame Place, a children's play and water park, near
Philadelphia; Adventure Island water park in Tampa; and Water Country USA water park
in Williamsburg.

Operation Oasis vacations for military personnel

Operation Oasis Outreach at Sandy Cove, North East, Md., offers a free, 3-day, 2-night
time for rest and relaxation for military personnel who were deployed to the Middle East
area during OIF/OEF with their spouse and children. Sandy Cover is located at the
headwaters of the Chesapeake Bay. If you are interested, contact Carol Lee Lynch: toll
free 1-800-287-4843 or e-mail c.lynch@sandycove.org.

Scholarship News
MOAA offers scholarships

The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) has a scholarship program for the
children of MOAA members as well as the children of active duty, retired, Reserve and
National Guard enlisted military personnel. The application period for the 2007-2008
school year begins Nov. 1, 2006 and the deadline is March 1, 2007. Members of the
New Jersey Army and Air National Guard who are interested, can learn more about the
scholarship program, by visiting the MOAA website, www.moaa.org, and clicking on
“Educational Aid.”

Defense Commissary Agency offers scholarships
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The Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA) announced last week that the application
process for its Scholarships for Military Children program has now begun for 2007.
Applications for the $1,500 scholarships are available at 264 commissaries worldwide, or
can be downloaded through links at http://www.commissaries.com/,
http://www.militaryscholar.org/, or http://www.dodea.edu/.

The program is open to unmarried children under the age of 21 (23 if enrolled in school)
of military active-duty, Reserve, Guard and retired personnel. Eligibility will be
determined using the Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System database.
Applicants should ensure that they, as well as their sponsor, are enrolled in the DEERS
database and have a current ID card.

The applicant must be planning to attend, or already attending, an accredited college, or
university full-time in the fall term of 2007, or enrolled in a program of studies designed
to transfer directly into a four-year program. Applications for 2007, which includes an
essay on "how and why" the applicant would change an historical event, must be turned
in at a commissary by close of business on February 21, 2007. At least one $1,500
scholarship will be awarded at every commissary location with qualified applicants.

Colleges

Grantham University scholarships: Grantham University offers a scholarship program to
severely injured service members and their spouses and adult children. Go to
www.grantham.edu for more information. They also have scholarship programs for
military veterans, service members, and family members.

Widener University CARES Scholarship: Widener University, Chester, Pa., has a full
scholarship program for children of Global War on Terrorism service members who were
killed in action. Contact the Office of Admissions at 610-499-4126 for more information.

Veterans Information
DMAVA Veterans Outreach Campaign continues.

The DMVA Veterans Outreach Campaign continues with kiosk displays at selected malls
throughout New Jersey. The schedule is as follows:

December 6-8 Paramus Park Shopping Center
January 11-13 Brunswick Square Mall
February 8-10, 2007 Moorestown Mall

Feb. 28, Mar. 1-3, 2007 Hamilton Mall

April 4-6, 2007 Cherry Hill Mall

The kiosk will be open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on the identified dates.

STANDDOWN Committee Members needed for CENTRAL
JERSEY

StandDown helps the state’s homeless veterans “combat” life on the streets by providing
a broad range of necessities, including food, clothing, medical, legal and mental health
assistance, job counseling, and referrals, but most importantly, companionship and
camaraderie.

We are looking for committee members to initiate the start up operation of Stand Down
in the Central Jersey area. Membership is open to Veterans and volunteers over the age
of 18 who are willing and able to give of their time, efforts and resources in assisting
programs for homeless veterans.

If you are interested in becoming a committee member, you may contact Patricia Richter
at 609-530-6949.

Ocean County opens PTSD counseling for vets

Ocean County veterans now have a place to get Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
counseling. Once a week, counselors from the Trenton Vet Center will offer office hours
at the Ocean County Veterans Service Bureau, 1027 Hooper Ave, Building 2, Toms River.
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To schedule an appointment, call 732-929-2096.

Ocean County, with the state’s largest concentration of veterans, signed an agreement
with the Vets Center, an arm of the Veterans Administration recently.

John Dorrity, director of the Ocean County Veterans Bureau said that he has a waiting
list of veterans who will participate in the counseling. He added that they will start off
with once a week, but will possibly increase sessions if the need arises.

NJ Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial and Vietnam Era Educational
Center’s upcoming event schedule.

Upcoming Events

Dec. 2 / 1 p.m. "The Day It Snowed in Vietnam," poetry reading and discussion by the
poet, Vietnam Veteran Jim Scheuckler. * ¥ PROGRAM CANCELLED * *

Dec. 9 / 6 p.m. Holiday Lighting ceremony at the NJ Vietham Veterans' Memorial.

Lecture attendees are asked to RSVP to (732) 335-0033. A donation of $5 per person is
suggested. The Educational Center is open Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Regular admission is free for veterans and active-duty military personnel. Regular adult
admission is $4; student and senior citizen admission is $2; and children under 10 are
admitted free.

For more information, please call the NJ Vietnam Veterans Memorial Foundation office at
(732) 335-0033 or (800) 648-VETS. The Vietham Era Educational Center is located
adjacent to the NJ Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial off the Garden State Parkway at Exit
116.

Trenton Vets Center open for counseling services

Located at 934 Parkway Ave, 2nd Floor, Ewing, N.J., the Department of Veteran Affairs,
Trenton Vet Center, provides free readjustment counseling services to combat zone
veterans and their families.

The Vet Center services include:

- Individual readjustment counseling

- Group readjustment counseling

- Screening for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
- Counseling for PTSD

- Substance Abuse counseling

- Marital and family counseling

- Sexual Trauma counseling

- Community education and liaison

- Referral for benefits assistance

- Employment Assistance

Heading the Trenton Vet Center Staff is James Gordon, team leader. Other staff at the
center to help veterans and their families are Jeanne Morrison, Master Social Worker,
Rawle Gaskin, Readjustment Counseling Therapist, Darryll Johnson, Readjustment
Counseling Technician and Burnice Rice, Trenton Vet Center Office Manager.

The center is open Monday thru Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., with Wednesday and
Thursday extended hours by appointment only.

All services provided to veterans and their families are at no cost and clients’ rights are
protected by HIPPA. For more information call (609) 882-5744.

Part-time opportunities in Military Funeral Honors Program.

The New Jersey Army National Guard Military Funeral Honors Program has several part-
time employment opportunities immediately available across the state for TDGs and
Technicians. Earn one day’s base pay and one retirement point for a few hours work
providing Military Funeral Honors for our Veterans. If you are interested, please contact
SGM Edward Goetschius, Military Funeral Honors Coordinator, at 609-530-7090 or by e-
mail at Edward.goetschius@nj.ngb.army.mil.
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