
UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION CODE 

5:23-4A.4 Definition 
5:23-4A.5 Standards 
5:23-4A.6 Amendments 
5:23-4A.7 Uniform Administrative Procedures 
5:23·4A.8 Appeals 
5:23-4A.9 Hearings 
5:23-4A.10 through 5:23·4A.27 (Reserved) 

SUBCHAPTER 4B. MANUFACTURED HOMES AND 
MANUFACTURED HOME ADD-ON UNITS 

Scope 
Applicability 
Standards 
Administration and enforcement 
Acceptability 

5:23-4B.1 
5:23-4B.2 
5:23-4B.3 
5:23-4B.4 
5:23-4B.5 
5:23-4B.6 Approvals of building systems and compliance assur-

5:23-4B.7 
5:23-4B.8 
5:23-4B.9 

5:23-4B.10 
5:23-4B.11 

ance program 
Certification 
Labels; fees 
Requirements for submission of compliance assurance 

documents 
Appeals 
Conduct of hearings 

SUBCHAPTER 4C. ENFORCEMENT OF FEDERAL 
MANUFACTURED HOME STANDARDS 

5:23-4C.1 
5:23-4C.2 
5:23-4C.3 
5:23-4C.4 
5:23-4C.5 

Delegation of authority 
Relation to Federal law 
Complaint procedure 
Hearing and appeal procedures 
Monitoring inspection fee 

SUBCHAPTER4D. RECREATIONAL PARK TRAILERS 

5:23-4D.1 
5:23-4D.2 
5:23-4D.3 
5:23-4D.4 
5:23-4D.5 
5:23-4D.6 
5:23-40.7 
5:23-4D.8 
5:23-4D.9 

Scope 
Definition of ''recreational park trailer" 
Standards 
Certification 
(Reserved) 
Approval of compliance assurance documents 
Enforcement 
Appeals: State 
Appeals: Local 

SUBCHAPTER 5. LICENSING OF CODE ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICIALS 

5:23-5.1 
5:23-5.2 
5:23-5.3 
5:23-5.4 
5:23-5.5 
5:23-5.6 
5:23-5.7 
5:23-5.8 
5:23-5.9 
5:23-5.10 
5:23-5.11 
5:23-5.12 
5:23-5.13 
5:23-5.14 
5:23-5.15 
5:23-5.16 
5:23-5.17 
5:23-5.18 
5:23-5.19 
5:23-5.19A 
5:23-5.19B 
5:23-5.19C 
5:23-5.19D 

5:23-5.19E 

Title; scope; intent 
Licensing unit; hearings 
Types of licenses 
Licenses required 
General license requirements 
Construction official requirements 
Subcode official requirements 
Building inspector H.H.S. requirements 
Building inspector I.C.S. requirements 
Building inspector R.C.S. requirements 
Electrical inspector H.H.S. requirements 
Electrical inspector I.C.S. requirements 
Fire protection inspector H.H.S. requirements 
Fire protection inspector I.C.S. requirements 
Fire protection inspector R.C.S. requirements 
Plumbing inspector H.H.S. requirements 
Plumbing inspector I.C.S. requirements 
Inplant inspector requirements 
Elevator inspector H.H.S. requirements 
Mechanical inspector requirements 
Amusement ride inspector I.C.S. requirements 
Amusement ride inspector H.ILS. requirements 
Boiler, pressure vessel and refrigeration inspector 

R.C.S. requirements 
Boiler, pressure vessel and refrigeration inspector 

I.C.S. requirements 

New Jersey State library 23-3 

5:23-5.19F 

5:23-5.190 
5:23-5.20 
5:23-5.21 
5:23-5.22 
5:23-5.23 
5:23-5.23A 

5:23-5.23B 
5:23-5.24 
5:23-5.25 

Boiler, pressure vessel and refrigeration inspector 
H.H.S. requirements 

Special inspector requirements 
Standards for educational programs 
Renewal of license or certification 
Fees 
Examination requirements 
Examination requirements for State-jurisdiction sub-

code technical licensure 
Examination requirements for special inspectors 
Procedure for approving educational programs 
Revocation of licenses and alternative sanctions 

SUBCHAPTER 6. REHABILITATION SUBCODE 

5:23-6.1 
5:23-6.2 
5:23-6.3 
5:23-6.4 
5:23-6.5 
5:23-6.6 
5:23-6.7 
5:23-6.8 
5:23-6.9 
5:23-6.10 

5:23-6.11 
5:23-6.11A 
5:23-6.12 
5:23-6.12A 
5:23-6.13 
5:23-6.13A 
5:23-6.14 

5:23-6.14A 

5:23-6.15 
5:23-6.15A 

5:23-6.16 
5:23-6.16A 
5:23-6.17 
5:23-6.17A 
5:23-6.18 
5:23-6.18A 
5:23-6.19 
5:23-6.19A 
5:23-6.20 
5:23·6.20A 
5:23-6.21 
5:23-6.21A 
5:23-6.22 
5:23-6.22A 
5:23-6.23 
5:23-6.23A 
5:23-6.24 
5:23-6.24A 
5:23-6.25 
5:23-6.25A 
5:23-6.26 
5:23-6.26A 
5:23-6.27 
5:23-6.27A 
5:23-6.28 
5:23-6.28A 
5:23-6.29 
5:23-6.30 
5:23-6.31 
5:23-6.32 
5:23-6.33 

Introduction; using this subcode 
Applicability and compliance 
Definitions 
Repairs 
Renovations 
Alterations 
Reconstruction 
Materials and methods 
New building elements 
Basic requirements and supplemental requirements-

general 
Basic requirements in all Groups 
Supplemental requirements in all Groups 
Basic requirements-Group A-1 
Supplemental requirements-Group A-1 
Basic requirements-Group A-2 Nightclubs 
Supplemental requirements-Group A-2 Nightclubs 
Basic requirements-Groups A-2 other than Night-

clubs, A-3 and A-4 
Supplemental requirements-Groups A-2 other than 

Nightclubs, A-3 and A-4 
Basic requirements-Group A-3 Places of Worship 
Supplemental requirements-Group A-3 Places of 

Worship 
Basic requirements-Group A-5 
Supplemental requirements-Groups A-5 
Basic requirements-Group B 
Supplemental requirements-Group B 
Basic requirements-GroupE 
Supplemental requirements-GroupE 
Basic requirements-Group F 
Supplemental Requirements-Group F 
Basic requirements-Group H 
Supplemental requirements-Group H 
Basic requirements-Group 1-1 
Supplemental requirements-Group 1-1 
Basic requirements-Groups 1-2 and 1-4 
Supplemental requirements-Groups 1-2 and 1-4 
Basic requirements-Group I-3 
Supplemental requirements-Group 1-3 
Basic requirements-Group M 
Supplemental requirements-Group M 
Basic requirements-Group R-1 
Supplemental requirements-Group R-1 
Basic requirements-Groups R-2 and R-4 
Supplemental requirements-Groups R-2 and R-4 
Basic requirements-Groups R-3 and R-5 
Supplemental requirements-Groups R-3 and R-5 
Basic requirements-Group S 
Supplemental requirements-Group S 
Mixed use buildings 
Special technical requirements-all groups 
Change of use 
Additions 
Historic buildings 

SUBCHAPTER7. BARRIERFREESUBCODE 

5:23-7.1 Applicability 
5:23-7.2 Accessibility standard 
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5:23-7.3 
5:23-7.4 

5:23-7.5 

5:23-7.6 

5:23-7.7 
5:23-7.8 
5:23-7.9 
5:23•7.10 
5:23-7.11 

5:23-7.12 

5:23-7.13 
5:23-7.14 
5:23-7.15 
5:23-7.16 
5:23-7.17 
5:23-7.18 
5:23-7.19 
5:23-7.20 
5:23-7.21 
5:23-7.22 
5:23-7.23 
5:23-7.24 
5:23-7.25 
5:23-7.26 
5:23-7.27 
5:23-7.28 
5:23-7.29 
5:23·7.30 
5:23•7.31 
5:23-7.32 

Exceptions 
Nonresidential buildings and buildings of Use Group 

R-1 
Residential buildings other than buildings of Group 

R-1 
Exception for accessible entrance due to site imprac-
. ticality 

Exterior accessible route 
Accessible building entrances 
Interior accessible routes 
Accessible parking 
Requirements applicable to specific nomesidential 

Groups and Group R·1 
Requirements applicable to all nonresidential groups, 

including spaces other than guestrooms in Group R-1 
Existing facilities 
Variations 
Enforcement 
Recreation 
Recreation: defiuitions 
Recreation: exceptions 
Recreation: route of travel 
Recreation: pools 
Recreation: swimming and skating areas 
Recreation: boating areas 
Recreation: fishing areas 
Recreation: court games 
Recreation: ice rinks and roller rinks 
Recreation: playing fields 
Recreation: golf facilities 
Recreation: ski lifts, aerial tramways, and conveyors 
Recreation: trails 
Recreation: camping sites 
Recreation: equipment 
Recreation: equestrian facilities 

SUBCHAPTER 8. ASBESTOS HAZARD ABATEMENT 
SUBCODE 

5:23-8.1 
5:23·8.2 
5:23-8.3 
5:23-8.4 
5:23-8.5 
5:23-8.6 
5:23-8.7 
5:23-8.8 
5:23-8.9 
5:23-8.10 
5:23-8.11 
5:23-8.12 
5:23-8.13 
5:23-8.14 
5:23-8.15 
5:23-8.16 
5:23-8.17 
5:23-8.18 
5:23-8.19 
5:23-8.20 
5:23-8.21 
5:23-8.22 

Title; scope; intent 
Defmitions 
Enforcement; licensing; special techuical services 
Variations 
Construction permit for asbestos abatement 
Coordination with other pennits 
Inspections; violations 
Certificate of occupancy; certificate of completion 
Fees 
Asbestos safety techuician 
Asbestos safety control monitor 
Application of asbestos 
Pre-project procedures 
Operations and maintenance activities 
Asbestos hazard abatement projects 
Asbestos encapsulation and enclosure 
Limited containment removals 
Demolition 
Abatement in occupied buildings 
Removal of non-friable asbestos-containing material 
Air monitoring methodology 
Disposal of asbestos waste 

SUBCHAPTER 9. CODE INTERPRETATIONS 

5:23-9.1 through 5:23-9.2 (Reserved) 
5:23-9.3 Interpretation: Recreational park trailers 
5:23-9.4 through 5:23-9.5 (Reserved) 

5:23-10.2 
5:23-10.3 
5:23-10.4 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

Defmitions 
Enforcement 
Constmction techuiques 

APPENDIX 10-A. NEW JERSEY MUNICIPALITIES IN 
TIERl 

SUBCHAPTER11. PLAYGROUNDSAFETYSUBCODE 

5:23-11.1 
5:23-11.2 
5:23-11.3 
5:23-11.4 

Subcode adopted 
Defiuition 
Enforcement of subcode 
Compliance schedule 

SUBCHAPTER12. ELEVATORSAFETYSUBCODE 

5:23-12.1 
5:23-12.2 
5:23-12.3 
5:23-12.4 
5:23-12.5 
5:23-12.6 
5:23-12.7 
5:23-12.8 

5:23-12.9 
5:23-12.10 
5:23-12.11 
5:23-12.12 

Title; scope; intent 
Referenced standards 
Inspection and test schedule 
Registration of elevator device.s 
Registration fee 
Test and inspection fees 
Licensing 
Alterations, minor work, ordinary elevator mainte-

nance 
Certificate of compliance requirements 
Inspections in seasonal facilities 
Notice concerning accidents 
Special safety equipment 

SUBCHAPTER 12A. OPTIONAL ELEVATOR INSPECTION 
PROGRAM 

5:23-12A.1 Title; scope; intent 
5:23-12A.2 Qualified elevator device inspection finns 
5:23-12A.3 Qualified elevator device inspector 
5:23-12A.4 Enrollment of devices 
5:23-12A.5 Permit process and monitoring 
5:23-12A.6 Special inspection and compliance procedures 

SUBCHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

5:23-1.1 Title; division into subchapters 

(a) These regulations shall be known as the "Regulations 
for the New Jersey Uniform Construction Code" and are re­
ferred to herein as "the regulations". 

(b) The chapter consists of the following subchapters: 

1. "General provisions" which may be cited throughout 
the regulations as N.J.A.C. 5:23-1 and when referred to in 
subchapter 1 of this chapter may be cited as this subchap­
ter. 

2. "Administration and enforcement; process" which 
may be cited throughout the regulations as N.J.A.C. 5:23-2 
and when referred to in subchapter 2 of this chapter may be 
cited as this subchapter. 

5:23-9.6 Interpretations: Constmction requirements for new and 
3. "Subcodes" which may be cited throughout the regu­

lations as N.J.A.C. 5:23-3 and when referred to in subchap­
ter 3 of this chapter may be cited as this subchapter. existing casinos 

5:23-9.7 through 5:23-9.9 (Reserved) 

SUBCHAPTER 10. RADON HAZARD SUBCODE 

5:23-10.1 Title, scope; intent 

Supp. 6-3-13 23-4 

i. N.J.A.C. 5:23-3.11B contains references to the 
Department of Environmental Protection's rules con­
cerning underground storage tanks, codified at N.J.A.C. 
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(1) Where any of the conditions in (f)li(1)(A) 
through (C) below are met, a plan shall be submitted 
to the Construction Official detailing the manner in 
which the adjoining property will be protected. The 
Construction Official is authorized to utilize special 
technical services as per N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.19. No per­
mit shall be issued until such plan has been filed. 

(A) The foundation for the new building is im­
mediately adjacent to an existing foundation, such 
that the existing foundation may be impacted by the 
construction work being performed; 

(B) The footing for the new building is higher 
or lower than the footing for an existing building 
and the distance between the edges of the footings 
is equal to or less than the distance between the bot­
toms of the footings; or 

(C) The new building roof is higher than the 
building roof on the adjoining property and the 
building roof of the adjoining property is a flat, hip 
or gable roofs with a slope of less than 70 degrees 
and the roof of the adjoining property is located 20 
or fewer feet from the face of the new building. 

ii. Building plans and specifications shall contain 
the following information: 

( 1) Foundation, floor, roof and structural plans; 

(A) For buildings with roof or other truss sys­
tems, a truss layout and permanent truss bracing 
plan shall be submitted. This plan shall show all the 
permanent lateral and other bracing locations for 
individual truss members as well as the connections 
between the truss system and other components of 
the structural system necessary for the permanent 
lateral bracing of the entire structural system. 

(2) Door, window and finish schedules; and 

(3) Sections, details, connections and material 
designations. 

iii. Electrical plans and specifications shall contain: 
Floor and ceiling plans; lighting, receptacles, motors and 
equipment; service entry location, line diagram and wire, 
conduit and breaker sizes. 

iv. Plumbing plans and specifications shall contain: 
Floor plan; fixtures, pipe sizes and other equipment and 
materials; isometric with pipe sizes, fixture schedule and 
sewage disposal. 

v. Mechanical plans and specifications shall con­
tain: Floor or ceiling plans; equipment, distribution loca­
tion, size and flow; location of dampers and safeguards; 
and all materials. 

vi. Energy calculations: Calculations showing com­
pliance with the energy subcode shall be submitted for 
all new buildings and additions to existing buildings. As 
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provided in (f)1vii below, these calculations shall be 
signed and sealed by the design professional, with the 
exception of calculations for class 3 structures which 
may be submitted by the mechanical contractor. 

(1) For detached one- and two-family residential 
buildings and other residential buildings three stories 
or less in height, compliance may be demonstrated by 
the submission of Energy Star compliance documenta­
tion, the submission of printouts from software 
recognized by the Department, such as REScheck, or 
conforming with the prescriptive packages described 
in Bulletin 11-1. REScheck software is available from 
the U.S. Department of Energy at www.energycodes. 
gov. 

(A) To document compliance using REScheck, 
users shall meet or exceed the IECC/2009. Please 
see Bulletin 11-1 for further guidance. 

(2) For all other buildings, compliance may be 
shown with the COMcheck compliance software or 
equivalent, submission of the compliance forms found 
in the COMcheck user's manual or the ASHRAE 90.1 
user's manual for the edition of ASHRAE adopted 
under the energy subcode. The COMcheck user's 
manual and software are available from the U.S. 
Department of Energy at www.energycodes.gov. The 
ASHRAE 90.1 user's manual is available from the 
American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air­
conditioning Engineers Inc. at www.ashrae.org. 

(A) To document compliance using COMcheck, 
users shall meet or exceed the ASHRAE/2007. 
Please see Bulletin 11-1 for further guidance. 

vii. Engineering details and specifications: The con­
struction official and appropriate subcode official may 
require adequate details of structural, mechanical, 
plumbing and electrical work, including computations, 
stress diagrams and other essential technical data to be 
filed. All engineering plans and computations shall bear 
the seal and signature of the licensed engineer or 
registered architect responsible for the design. Plans for 
buildings shall indicate how required structural and fire­
resistance rating will be maintained for penetrations 
made for electrical, mechanical, plumbing and commun­
ication conduits, pipes and systems. 

( 1) Plumbing plans for class 3 structures may be 
prepared by persons licensed pursuant to "'The Master 
Plumber Licensing Act," N.J.S.A. 45:14C-1 et seq. 
Electrical plans for class 3 structures may be prepared 
by persons licensed pursuant to ''The Electrical 
Contractors Licensing Act," N.J.S.A. 4S:5A-1 et seq.; 

(2) Whenever the licensing board pursuant to ei­
ther of the above Acts shall provide for a seal evidenc­
ing that the holder is licensed, such shall be acceptable 
to the enforcing agency in lieu of affidavit; 
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(3) Mechanical plans for class 3 structures may be 
prepared by mechanical contractors. 

viii. Work area: For reconstruction work in an exist­
ing structure, the work area shall be clearly delineated on 
the plans. 

ix. Architect's or engineer's seal: The seal and sig­
nature of the registered architect or licensed engineer 
who prepared the plans shall be affixed to each sheet of 
each copy of the plans submitted and on the first or title 
sheet of the specifications and any additional supportive 
information submitted. The construction official shall 
waive the requirement for sealed plans in the case of a 
single family home owner who had prepared his or her 
own plans for the construction, addition, reconstruction, 
alteration, renovation or repair of a detached structure 
used or intended to be used exclusively as his or her pri­
vate residence providing that the owner shall submit an 
affidavit attesting to the fact that he or she has personally 
prepared the plans and provided further that said plans 
are in the opinion of the construction official, and appro­
priate subcode official, legible and complete for pur­
poses of ensuring compliance with the regulations. 

x. The construction official upon the advice of the 
appropriate subcode official may waive the requirement 
for plans when the work is of a minor nature. 

xi. Those portions of the plans that are required to 
be submitted and which are not included at the time of 
application shall be listed by the design professional as 
part of the application. 

(1) All documents prepared by people other than 
the design professional shall be reviewed by the de­
sign professional and submitted with a letter indicat­
ing that they have been reviewed and found to be in 
conformance with the regulations for the design of the 
building. 

xii. Building, electrical, plumbing and mechanical 
work required to be shown may be shown on a single set 
of plans or a single drawing so long as the drawings are 
clear and legible. 

2. Prototype plan filing: Where a design is used repeat­
edly at different locations in a municipality or throughout 
the State, the plans and specifications may be submitted for 
"prototype" release and filed as follows: 

i. Two complete sets of the plans and specifications 
for each prototype shall be submitted with a request for 
prototype plan release. The plans and specifications shall 
be signed and sealed by a licensed or registered design 
professional. The plans and specifications will be 
stamped as released and the plan number and date will 
be recorded with the prototype release so that prototype 
plan release may be confmned for any subsequent use of 
the released prototype plans. Mirror-image designs shall 
not be a permitted option, and shall require separate 

Supp. 6-3-13 23-24.2 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

prototype plan release, except for plans that are validated 
as identical to the original prototype, as provided in 
(f)2i(1) below. Prototype applications that include a 
foundation design shall specify the conditions and 
limitations of that design; 

(1) Plans for a mirror-image design may be sub­
mitted with a letter signed and sealed by the design 
professional stating that the mirror-image design is 
identical to the original prototype, but reversed; 

ii. Permit applications that rely on a released proto­
type shall consist of two copies of the following permit­
specific documents to facilitate a thorough field inspec­
tion of the work. (As per N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.16(e), one set 
of the released plans shall be retained by the construc­
tion official and the second set shall be kept at the build­
ing site.) 

(1) A plot plan that is signed and sealed by a 
registered architect, licensed professional engineer, or 
licensed land surveyor that includes the location of all 
utility services, including septic connections; 

(2) A specific foundation design or certification 
that the prototype foundation design is suitable for the 
site; 

(3) A reference set of plans that includes and 
clearly identifies each of the options to be used for the 
building that is the subject of the permit application. 
The reference set of plans is not required to be signed 
and sealed; 

(4) Exterior elevations of the specific building; 

( 5) The prototype file identification number; 

( 6) The plan number and date of the released pro­
totype plan; and 

(7) When an automatic frre sprinkler system is in­
stalled, the fire sprinkler system demand, including 
either hose stream allowances or the required domes­
tic demand, as applicable, at the available water sup­
ply shall be documented. 

iii. Plans that contain deviations that were not re­
leased as part of the prototype shall not be considered a 
prototype and shall require the submission of a new 
permit application and application fees for that project to 
the appropriate plan review agency. 

3. Examination of plans: All plans submitted and any 
amendments thereto accompanied by the required docu­
mentation and application, and upon payment of the fee 
established by the enforcing agency, shall be numbered, 
docketed and examined promptly after their submission for 
compliance with the provisions of the regulations. 

4. Plan review: 
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i. Department review: When a review and release 
of plans by the Department is required pursuant to 
N.J.A.C. 5:23-3.11 or requested for a prototype plan in­
tended for use Statewide, the owner or agent of the 
owner shall file an application for construction plan 
release for each project, along with three sets of plans 
(two sets for prototypes), specifications and such other 
supporting information as the Department may require 
on forms obtained from the Department. The plans, 
specifications and other supporting information shall 
conform to the requirements of (e) above. 

( 1) Release of plans: Plans complying with the 
provisions of the regulations shall be released by the 
Department and written notice of approval shall be 
given the applicant promptly and no later than 20 
business days after the submission thereo£ Plans fail­
ing to comply with the provisions of the code shall be 
rejected and a written notice of rejection, stating the 
grounds for rejection, shall be given to the applicant 
not later than 20 business days after the submission 
thereo£ Whenever plans have been rejected and are 
thereafter revised and resubmitted, the revised plans 
shall be released if the grounds for rejection have been 
corrected and code compliance has been demon­
strated. In that case, a written notice of release shall be 
given to the applicant not later than seven business 
days after the resubmission of the revised plans. When 
the grounds for rejection have not been corrected or 
when code compliance has not been demonstrated, a 
written notice of rejection stating the grounds for re­
jection shall be given to the applicant not later than 
seven business days after the resubmission of the 
revised plans. 

(2) Endorsement of released plans: All plans and 
amendments thereto, when approved by the depart­
ment, shall be stamped or endorsed ''released", fol­
lowed by a notation of the date of plan release. One 
set of such released plans shall be retained by the 
department, two sets of such released plans shall be 
submitted to the local enforcing agency with the appli­
cation for construction permit as herein provided. 

(3) Partial filing: When circumstances require, a 
project may be filed in part (that is, footings, struc­
tural, electrical, plumbing, and so forth). Each partial 
submittal shall include sufficient detail to assure that 
the proposed portion of work complies with the regu­
lations. A plan "release" for such a portion of work 
shall be issued without prejudice as to whether a 
"release" shall be issued for the entire project. 

( 4) Construction permits: Owners and their agents 
shall not apply to a local enforcing agency for a con­
struction permit for any building or structure for 
which a Department plan review and release is re­
quired by N.J.A.C. 5:23-3, unless such review and 
release has been applied for and received by the ap-
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plicant as evidenced by presentation of released plans 
to the local enforcing agency. 

( 5) Time limitation of application: An application 
for a plan review shall be deemed to have been 
abandoned 12 months after date of filing, unless such 
application has been diligently prosecuted or a release 
has been issued; except that, for reasonable cause, the 
Department may grant one or more extensions of time 
for additional periods not exceeding 90 days each. 

(A) When plans are submitted for local review 
that are required to be reviewed by the Department, 
the local enforcing agency shall so notify the owner 
or agent in writing no later than three business days 
after the submission of the plans. 

ii. Local enforcing agency plan review: Where a 
Department plan review is not required by the regu­
lations, an applicant for a construction permit shall be 
deemed to have applied for a local enforcing agency 
plan review by filing an application for a construction 
permit. 

( 1) If required State, county or local prior ap­
provals have not been granted, plan review shall 
proceed provided that the application for a permit is 
otherwise complete and the plan review fee has been 
paid. No permit shall be issued until all required State, 
county and local approvals are in place. 

(A) Exception: Permit applicants applying for 
plan review of individual owner-occupied one- or 
two family home addition or alteration projects 
must have zoning approval in place before plan 
review shall proceed. 

(2) When the plans submitted with an application 
for a construction permit or amendment thereto are 
accompanied by plans which have been released by 
the Department, then further municipal plan review 
and fee therefor shall not be required Release of the 
plans by the Department shall not prevent enforcing 
agency officials from thereafter requiring correction 
of any errors in said plans or from issuing a stop work 
order when in violation of the regulations. In such 
case the enforcing agency shall notify the Department; 

iii. Validity of plan or prototype release: The re-
leased plans or prototype (Department or local) shall be 
valid for the purposes of applying for a construction 
permit until six months after the operative date of the 
next edition of the code, as set forth in N.J.A.C. 5:23-
1.6. 

iv. Time limitation of application: An application for 
a permit for any proposed work shall be deemed to have 
been abandoned six months after date of filing, unless 
such application has been diligently prosecuted or a per­
mit shall have been issued; except that for reasonable 
cause, the construction official may grant one or more 
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extensions of time for additional periods not exceeding 
90 days each. 

v. Amended plans and specifications: Amendments 
may be filed at any time; such amendments shall be 
deemed part of the original application and, when re­
leased, shall be filed therewith. Amended plans and 
specifications shall be required where deviations affect 
matters controlled by the code and, in the judgment of 
the subcode official having jurisdiction, such amended 
plans are necessary to assist in the determination of code 
compliance. The official may require the affected por­
tions of the work to be halted until amended plans and 
specifications are released. If the amendment involves a 
substantial deviation from the original application, a new 
affidavit of consent may be required by the construction 
official. If a Deparbnent plan review was required origi­
nally, the enforcing agency shall not permit an amend­
ment to the plans or specifications unless the amendment 
has been released by the Deparbnent. 

vi. Building systems: Structural, electrical and me­
chanical designs perfonned and certified by licensed 
architects or engineers need not be checked in detail by 
the staff of the enforcing agency, but shall remain as the 
responsibility of the professional certifying such design. 

vii. A schematic or sketch plan, when required pur­
suant to this subsection, shall not be deemed to be a 
construction copy of a plan and shall therefore not be 
required to be signed or sealed by a registered architect 
or licensed professional engineer. 

Amended by R.1985 d.352, effective July 15, 1985. 
See: 17N.J.R.1031(a), 17NJ.R.1758(a). 

(b)li: deleted text "The registration munber of the contractor", and 
added "A current validated .•• con1ractor and the". 
Amended by R.l985 d.479, effective September 16, 1985. 
See: 17 N.J.R. 1462(a), 17 N.J.R. 2248(b). 

(b )2ii added. (d) text added "All issued pennits ..• ". 
Administrative Correction: Cleaned up typographical errors. 
See: 22 N.J.R. 2503(b). 
Amended by R.1992 d.244, effective June 15, 1992. 
See: 24 N.J.R. 1147(a), 24 N.J.R. 2243(a). 

Text added at (a)6 on Class I structure. 
Amended by R.1993 d.353, effective July 19, 1993. 
See: 25 N.J.R. 1629(a), 25 N.J.R. 3147(a). 
Amended by R.1995 d.381, effective July 17, 1995. 
See: 27 N.J.R. 970(a), 27 N.J.R. 2715(a). 
Amended by R.1995 d.544, effective October 16, 1995. 
See: 27 N.J.R. 2827(a), 27 N.J.R. 3933(a). 
Amended by R.1997 d.304, effective July 21, 1997. 
See: 29 N.J.R. 2204(a), 29 N.J.R. 3248(a). 

In (e)l, substituted "no fewer" for ''no less''; and in (e)li, inserted 
reference to accessible routes. 
Amended by R.1998 d.28, effective January 5, 1998. 
See: 29 N.J.R. 3603(a), 30 NJ.R. 129(a). 

Amended (a)6, (a)7v and (e)3v; inserted (a)8 and (e)1vii. 
Amended by R.2003 d.187, effective May 5, 2003. 
See: 34 N.J.R. 4248(a), 35 N.J.R. 1939(c). 

Rewrote the section. 
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Amended by R.2003 d.216, effective May 19, 2003. 
See: 35 N.J.R. 16(a), 35 N.J.R. 2203(a). 

Rewrote the section. 
Amended by R.2004 d.144, effective AprilS, 2004. 
See: 35 N.J.R. 4944(a), 36 N.J.R. 1753(a). 

Rewrote (e). 
Amended by R.2006 d.32, effective January 17, 2006. 
See: 37 N.J.R. 2918(a), 38 N.J.R. 484(a). 

Added (b)5 through 7; recodified former (b)5 as (b)8 and rewrote the 
reference to (b)l, 2, 3, 4 as "(b)1 through 7." 
Amended by R.2006 d.127, effective April3, 2006. 
See: 37 N.J.R. 4599(a), 38 N.J.R. 1572(a). 

Recodified former (b)8 as (b)10 and rewrote the reference "(b)l 
through 7'' as "(b)l through 9''; added (b)8 and (b)9. 
Administrative correction. 
See: 38 N.J.R. 3776(b). 
Amended by R.2007 d.124, effective May 7, 2007. 
See: 38 N.J.R. 3708(a), 39 N.J.R. 1669(a). 

Rewrote (e)1ix; in (e)4i(4), substituted "Departmenf' for "depart­
ment"; and added (e)4i(4)(A). 
Amended by R.2007 d.125, effective May 7, 2007. 
See: 38 N.J.R. 3707(a), 39 N.J.R. 1671(a). 

Added new (e); and recodified former (e) as (f). 
Amended by R.2007 d.231, effective AugUst 6, 2007. 
See: 39 N.J.R. 722(a), 39 NJ.R. 3295(a). 

In (t)1vi(1), substituted "07-2" for "03-2" and "at www.nj.goy/dca/ 
codes" for ", PO Box 802, Trenton, New Jersey 08625"; added 
(t)1vi(1)(A); in (t)1vi(2), deleted "EZ'' following "Check" two times and 
"or from Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, PO Box 999, ATIN: 
KS-20, Richland, Washington 99352" following "www.energycodes. 
!mY" and substituted "at www.ashrae.om" for", 1791 Tullie Circle, NE, 
Atlanta, GA 30329"; and added (t)lvi(2)(A). 
Administrative correction. 
See: 39N.J.R. 3914(a). 
Administrative correction. 
See: 39 N.J.R. 4371(a). 
Amended by R.2008 d.39, effective March 3, 2008. 
See: 39 N.J.R. 2175(a), 40 N.J.R. 1084(a). 

Added (t)li(1). 
Administrative correction. 
See: 40 N.J.R. 1829(a). 
Amended by R.2009 d.49, effective February 2, 2009. 
See: 40 N.J.R. 5318(a), 41 N.J.R. 733(a), 

In the introductory paragraph of (t)2i, inserted a comma following 
"option", inserted the fourth occurrence of"shall", and inserted", except 
for plans that are validated as identical to the original prototype, as 
provided in (t)2i(l) below''; and added (t)2i(1) and (t)4i(5). 
Amended by R.2009 d.162, effective May 18, 2009. 
See: 40 N.J.R. 4268(a), 41 N.J.R. 2094(a). 

Added new (t)4ii(l); and recodified former (t)4ii(l) as (t)4ii(2). 
Amended by R.2011 d.270, effective November 7, 2011. 
See: 43 N.J.R. 1297(a), 43 NJ.R. 2999(a). 

In (a)6, inserted "or any structure with a smoke control system". 
Amended by R.2012 d.139, effective July 16, 2012. 
See: 44 N.J.R. 8(a), 44 N.J.R. 1969(a). 

In the introductory paragraph of (t)1vi(1), and in (t)lvi(l)(A) and 
(t)1vi(2)(A), substituted "11-1" for "07-2"; in (t)1vi(l), deleted "from 
the Department of Community Affairs, Division of Codes and Standards 
at www.nj.gov/doa/codes or" following "available"; in (t)lvi(1)(A), 
inserted ''meet or" and substituted "IECC/2009" for "IECC/2003 by two 
percent or more"; in the in1roductory paragraph of(t)1vi(2), substituted 
a comlil.a for "and" following "Heating"; and in (t)1vi(2)(A), substituted 
"ASHRAE/2007" for "ASHRAFJ2004". 
Amended by R.2013 d.081, effective June 3, 2013. 
See: 44 N.J.R. 1303(a), 45 N.J.R. 1393(a). 

In (a)6, substituted "1" for "I"; in the introductory paragraph of(t)1vi, 
and in (t)1vii(1) and (t)lvii(3), substituted "3" for "llf' throughout; 
in the introductory paragraph of (t)1vi(1), substituted "one- and" for 
"one-and"; and in (t)1vii(1), substituted "Act,' " for "Act'," twice. 
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In (c)2, deleted "hot" preceding "water heaters", substituted "bath­
tubs" for "tubs", and inserted "clothes"; added new (c)3; and recodified 
former (c)3 through (c)6 as (c)4 through (c)7. 
Amended by R.2011 d.270, effective November 7, 2011. 
See: 43 N.J.R. 1297(a), 43 N.J.R. 2999(a). 

Incorporated the amendment by R.2011 d.269; and in (c)4, substituted 
"fewer 125 or 250" for "less 110 or 220". 
Amended by R.2012 d.139, effective July 16,2012. 
See: 44 N.J.R. 8(a), 44 N.J.R. 1969(a). 

In (c)5iv(1), inserted "and" at the end; and added (c)5v and (d)li. 
Amended by R.2012 d.181, effective November 5, 2012. 
See: 44 N.J.R. 1757(a), 44 N.J.R. 2556(a). 

Added(c)8. 

5:23-2.18 Inspections 

(a) Preliminary inspection: Before issuing a permit, the 
construction official and appropriate subcode official shall, 
where necessary, examine or cause to be examined all build­
ings, structures and sites for which an application has been 
filed for a construction permit. 

(b) Inspections during the progress of work: The construc­
tion official and appropriate subcode officials shall cany out 
periodic inspections during the progress of work to ensure 
that work inspected conforms to the requirements of the code. 

1. Inspections of one- and two-family dwellings for 
which construction must cease until the inspection is made 
shall be limited to the following: 

i. The bottom of footing trenches before placement 
of footings, except that in the case of pile foundations, 
inspections shall be made in accordance with the re­
quirements of the building subcode; 

ii. Foundations and all walls up to grade level prior 
to covering or back filling; 

(1) For new construction, a foundation location 
survey showing all building comers of the foundation 
and the elevation of the top of the foundation wall 
shall be submitted to the construction official as soon 
as possible after the installation of the foundation 
wall. It is not necessary for work to cease for the 
preparation and submission of this survey. A land 
surveyor licensed in the State of New Jersey shall 
prepare the survey. The proposed foundation location 
and elevation as shown on the original plot plan shall 
also be shown on the foundation location survey. 

(A) Exception: A foundation location survey 
shall not be required for additions, decks, swim­
ming pools, sheds or similar structures. 

(2) For new construction and additions, the foun­
dation location survey for a building that is located in 
a flood plain shall include flood hazard certificates as 
required by section 1612.5 of the building subcode or 
section R301.2.4 of the one-and two-family dwelling 
subcode. 

iii. Utility services, including septic; 
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iv. Mid-point inspections shall include the follow­
ing: 

(1) Building Subcode: All structural framing, 
connections, wall and roof sheathing, and insulation. 

(A) The framing inspection shall take place 
after the rough electrical and plumbing inspections 
and after the installation of the heating, ventilation 
and/or air conditioning duct system. 

(B) For buildings containing roof or other truss 
systems, a truss system and permanent truss bracing 
inspection shall be performed prior to the instal­
lation of any interior roof truss covering material. 
Where the truss design utilizes the interior fmish as 
bracing for the bottom cord, that portion of the 
bracing shall be part of the fmal inspection and 
shall be in addition to the components of the final 
inspection in (d) below. 

(C) The insulation inspection shall be per­
formed after all other subcode rough inspections 
and prior to the installation of any interior finish 
material. 

(D) Prior to inspection, the responsible person 
in charge of work shall provide to the building 
inspector a signed framing checklist (Form F390) to 
be verified and initialed by the inspector and then 
made part of the permit file for buildings of Type V 
construction. 

(2) Electrical Subcode: Rough wiring, panel and 
service installation. 

(3) Plumbing Subcode: Rough piping. 

2. Inspections for all subcodes of construction, other 
than one- and two-family dwellings, shall be limited to 
those required for one- and two-family dwellings and the 
following: fire suppression systems; heat producing de­
vices; any special inspections required by any subcode of 
the regulations; 

i. The mid-point inspection shall include a review 
for compliance with N.J.A.C. 5:23-7, the Barrier Free 
Subcode, for buildings required by N.J.A.C. 5:23-7.1 to 
be accessible. 

ii. The requirement for a framing checklist, estab­
lished at (b)liv(D) above, shall apply to buildings of 
Type V construction of Groups R-2, R-3 and R-4 only. 

3. Any additional inspections, as permitted by this 
chapter and as may be required by the municipality, shall 
be of the type and nature that construction may continue 
without interruption; 

4. Additional inspection schedule: Where buildings 
proposed for construction exceed two stories in height or 
by their nature pose complex or unusual inspection prob­
lems, the construction official or appropriate subcode of-
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ficial may specify additional inspections to the applicant in 
writing prior to the issuance of a permit and during con­
struction in the case of unforeseeable circumstances. 

(c) Notice for inspection: 

1. The owner or other responsible person in charge of 
work shall notify the enforcing agency when the work is 
ready for any required inspection specified herein or re­
quired by the construction official or appropriate subcode 
official. This notice shall be given at least 24 hours prior to 
the time the inspection is desired. This notice shall rep­
resent an attestation on the part of the owner, other than 
single-family owner-occupants performing their own work, 
or other responsible person in charge of work, that the 
work has been completed in conformance with the code 
and is ready for inspection. 

2. Inspections shall be performed within three business 
days of the time for which it was requested. The work shall 
not proceed in a manner which will preclude the inspection 
until it has been made. 

(d) Final inspection: Upon completion of the building or 
structure, and before the issuance of a certificate of use and 
occupancy required herein, a fmal inspection shall be made, 
and any violations of the code shall be noted and the holder of 
the permit shall be notified of any discrepancies by the con­
struction official. The final inspection shall include: 

1. Building and Fire Subcode: Installation of all inte­
rior and exterior fmish materials, sealing of exterior joints, 
mechanical system and any other required equipment. 

2. Electrical Subcode: Wiring, devices and fixtures. 

3. Plumbing Subcode: Piping, trim and fixtures. 

4. Tests required by any provision of the adopted sub­
codes. 

5. A review for compliance with N.J.A.C. 5:23-7, the 
Barrier Free Subcode, for all buildings required by 
N.J.A.C. 5:23-7.1 to be accessible. 

6. Verification of compliance with N.J.A.C. 5:23-3.5, 
Posting structures. 

(e) Inspections records: The enforcing agency shall make a 
written record of all inspections, including any discrepancies 
or violations noted and shall maintain those reports as a 
public record which shall be available for public inspection 
during normal business hours. 

(f) Department inspections: At the request of an enforcing 
agency, the Department may assist the enforcing agency in 
the inspection of any construction, provided that the enforc­
ing agency has submitted the plans and specifications for 
such construction to the Department. 

(g) The construction official shall serve as an agent of the 
Bureau of Housing Inspection of the Department of Com­
munity Affairs for the purpose of inspecting newly con-

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

structed and altered hotels and multiple dwellings in order to 
enforce the provisions of the regulations for the maintenance 
of hotels and multiple dwellings (N.J.A.C. 5:10). Responsi­
bility for inspection may·be delegated to the appropriate sub­
code official(s). 

(h) Periodic inspections: The building subcode official or 
fire protection subcode official may periodically inspect all 
existing buildings and structures, except one and two family 
dwellings, for compliance with the rules with respect to post­
ing. Such inspection shall specify any violation of the rules 
with respect to the posting of floor load, occupancy load and 
use group of the building. 

Amended by R.1981 d.182, effective June 4, 1981. 
See: 13 N.J.R. 187(b), 13 N.J.R. 333(b). 
Amended by R.1992 d.244, effective June 15, 1992. 
See: 24 N.J.R. 1147(a), 24 N.J.R. 2243(a). 

Class I inspections added to (b)liv. 
Amended by R.1996 d.323, effective July 15, 1996 (operative January 1, 

1997). 
See: 28 N.J.R. 2112(a), 28 N.J.R. 3549(a). 
Amended by R.1997 d.304, effective July 21, 1997. 
See: 29 N.J.R. 2204(a), 29 N.J.R. 3248(a). 

Added (b)lii(1) and (d)l. 
Amended by R.2000 d.166, effective April17, 2000. 
See: 31 N.J.R. 4151(a), 32 N.J.R. 1376(a). 

In (d), added 2; and added (h). 
Amended by R.2003 d.187, effective May 5, 2003. 
See: 34 N.J.R. 4248(a), 35 N.J.R. 1939(c). 

In (b), rewrote liv. 
Amended by R.2003 d.216, effective May 19,2003. 
See: 35 N.J.R. 16(a), 35 N.J.R. 2203(a). 

Rewrote the section. 
Administrative correction. 
See: 35 N.J.R. 3298(a). 
Amended by R.2006 d.75, effective February 21, 2006. 
See: 37 N.J.R. 3110(a), 38 N.J.R. 1183(a). 

Added (b)liv(1)(E). 
Amended by R.2007 d.46, effective February 5, 2007. 
See: 38 N.J.R. 872(a), 39 N.J.R. 370(b). 

In (c)1, added new third sentence, and recodified former third sen­
tence as new ( c )2. 
Administrative correction. 
See: 39N.J.R. 3914(a). 
Amended by R.2008 d.192, effective July 21, 2008. 
See: 39 N.J.R. 4985(a), 40 N.J.R. 4314(b). 

In the introductory paragraph of (b)1, substituted "one- and" for 
"one-and"; and in the introductory paragraph of (b)lii(1), inserted "and 
the elevation of the top of the foundation wall", "or professional en­
gineer" and "and elevation", and inserted the second sentence. 
Administrative correction. 
See: 40 N.J.R. 5579(a). 
Amended by R.2009 d.48, effective February 2, 2009. 
See: 40 N.J.R. 5319(a), 41 N.J.R. 733(b). 

Deleted fonner (b)liv(1)(D); recodified former (b)liv(1)(E) as 
(b)liv(1)(D); in (b)liv(1)(D), inserted "(Form F390)" and "for buildings 
ofType V construction"; and added (b)2ii. 
Amended by R.2009 d.126, effective April20, 2009. 
See: 41 N.J.R. 16(a), 41 N.J.R. 1725(a). 

In (b)lii(1)(A), deleted "as described in N.J.A.C. 5:23-9.9" following 
"sheds". 

Case Notes 

Initial Decision (2007 N.J. AGEN LEXIS 561) adopted, which or­
dered a 60-day snspension of petitioner's Building Subcode Official and 
Building Inspector H.H.S. licenses for violations of N.J.A.C. 5:23-
2.18(b) and 5:23-2.24(a); petitioner approved framing inspections and 
issued a certificate of occupancy on the subject project that did not meet 
the conditions of the approved plans and specification, approved 
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G) Asbestos hazard abatement projects and lead hazard 
abatement projects shall not be categorized as reconstruction 
projects in and of themselves despite the fact that occupancy 
of the work area is not permitted. However, all related con­
struction work undertaken in connection with such projects 
and all replacement materials used shall comply with the 
applicable provisions of this subcode. 

Amended by R.1999 d.424, effective December 6, 1999. 
See: 31 N.J.R. 2428(a), 31 N.J.R. 4001(c). 

Inserted (b )2i. 
Amended by R.2000 d.492, effective December 18, 2000. 
See: 32 N.J.R. 3219(a), 32 N.J.R. 4437(b). 

In (g)2 and 3, updated N.J.A.C. references. 
Amended by R.2003 d.218, effective May 19, 2003. 
See: 35 N.J.R. 29(a), 35 N.J.R. 2209(a). 

In (c)4, substituted "Section 3409.6 of the International Building 
Code, 2000 edition" for "Section 3408.6 of the BOCA National Building 
Code, 1996 edition"; in (e)2, substituted "R-5" for "R-4". 
Amended by R.2004 d.145, effective AprilS, 2004. 
See: 35 N.J.R. 5190(a), 36 N.J.R. 1758(a). 

Deleted references to use preceding references to group throughout 
and added (g)1i. 
Amended by R.2007 d.122, effective May 7, 2007. 
See: 38 N.J.R. 4951(a), 39 N.J.R. 1673(a). 

In (c)4, substituted "3410.6" for "3409.6" and "2006" for "2000"; and 
in (g)6, substituted "2006" for "1992-93". 
Amended by R.2011 d.270, effective November 7, 2011. 
See: 43 N.J.R. 1297(a), 43 N.J.R. 2999(a). 

In (c)4, substituted "Sections 3412.5 through 3412.9 of the building 
subcode" for "Section 3410.6 of the International Building Code, 2006 
edition"; and in (g)6, substituted " 'Guidelines for Design and Construc­
tion of Health Care Facilities,' " for " 'Guidelines for Construction and 
Equipment of Hospital and Medical Facilities,' 2006 edition or" and 
"Facilities Guidelines Institute" for "American Institute of Architects 
Committee on Architecture for Health". 

5:23-6.3 Definitions 

The words and terms used in this subcode shall have the 
following meanings unless the context clearly indicates 
otherwise. Any term not defmed herein which is defmed in 
any of the other subcodes of the Uniform Construction Code 
shall have the meaning as defined in that subcode. Where a 
term is defmed in this subcode and is also defined in another 
subcode, then the term shall have the meaning as defined 
herein wherever it is used in this subcode. 

"Addition" means an increase in the footprint area of a 
building or an increase in the average height of the highest 
roof surface or the number of stories of a building. 

"Alteration" means the rearrangement of any space by the 
construction of walls or partitions or by a change in ceiling 
height, the addition or elimination of any door or window, the 
extension or rearrangement of any system, the installation of 
any additional equipment or fixtures and any work which re­
duces the loadbearing capacity of or which imposes addi­
tional loads on a primary structural component. 

"Change of use" means a change from one use to another 
use in a building or tenancy or portion thereof. 

"Commercial energy code" means the American Society of 
Heating, Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Engineers 
(ASHRAE) standard 90.1 adopted at N.J.A.C. 5:23-3.18 and 
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applicable to all buildings other than residential buildings as 
defmed at "residential energy code." 

"Dormitory" means a building, or portion thereof, contain­
ing rooms which are provided as residences or for overnight 
sleeping for individuals or groups, and includes those resi­
dences utilized by fraternities or sororities which are re­
cognized by or owned by a school or institution of higher 
education, but does not include those residences or multiple 
dwellings utilized by students which are not recognized by or 
owned by a school or institution of higher education. "Dormi­
tory" is not to include a building used primarily to house 
faculty or a multiple dwelling in which occupancy of each 
dwelling unit is limited to persons who are members of a 
single family group. 

"Equipment" or "fixture" means plumbing, heating, elec­
trical, ventilating, air conditioning, refrigerating and fire pro­
tection equipment, elevators devices, boilers, pressure vessels 
and other mechanical facilities or installations, which are re­
lated to building services and shall not include manufactur­
ing, production or process equipment, but which shall include 
any connections from building services to process equipment. 

"Group" means the group classification of the building 
subcode. 

"Load bearing element" means any column, beam, joist, 
girder, wall, floor or roof sheathing which supports any load 
in addition to its own weight. 

"New building element" means any one of the elements 
listed in N.J.A.C. 5:23-6.9 that did not exist previously. 

"Nursing home" means a building used for nursing or 
custodial care on a 24-hour basis for more than five persons 
where evacuation is impractical (a group that, even with staff 
assistance, cannot reliably move to a point of safety in a 
timely manner) as defmed in Section 22-1.3 ofNFPA 101-97. 
This shall include intermediate care facilities, skilled nursing 
facilities and long term care facilities. 

"Primary function space" means a room or space housing a 
major activity for which the building or tenancy is intended 
including, but not limited to, office area, auditorium, assem­
bly space, dining room, bar or lounge, warehouse, factory, 
dwelling, care, confmement, retail, and educational spaces, 
but not including kitchens, bathrooms, storage rooms or other 
spaces supporting a primary function space; a building or 
tenancy may contain more than one primary function space. 

"Primary structural component" means any component of 
the primary load bearing structure of a building including 
footings, piles, foundations, columns, girders, beams, joists, 
wind or seismic bracing but not including, for the purposes of 
this subcode, sheathing or subflooring. 

"Reconstruction" means any project where the extent and 
nature of the work is such that the work area cannot be occu­
pied while the work is in progress and where a new certificate 
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of occupancy is required before the work area can be reoc­
cupied. Reconstruction may include repair, renovation, alter­
ation or any combination thereof. Reconstruction shall not 
include projects comprised only of floor fmish replacement, 
painting or wallpapering, or the replacement of equipment or 
furnishings. Asbestos hazard abatement and lead hazard 
abatement projects shall not be classified as reconstruction 
solely because occupancy of the work area is not permitted. 

"Rehabilitation" means the repair, renovation, alteration or 
reconstruction of any building or structure. 

"Renovation" means the removal and replacement or cov­
ering of existing interior or exterior finish, trim, doors, 
windows, or other materials with new materials that serve the 
same purpose and do not change the configuration of space. 
Renovation shall include the replacement of equipment or 
fixtures. 

"Repair" means the restoration to a good or sound con­
dition of materials, systems and/or components that are worn, 
deteriorated or broken using materials or components iden­
tical to or closely similar to the existing. 

"Residential energy code" means the International Energy 
Conservation Code adopted at N.J.A.C. 5:23-3.18 and appli­
cable to residential buildings as defined as R-3 and R-5 
buildings, as well as R-2 and R-4 buildings three stories or 
less in height above grade. 

"System" means the primary structural, mechanical, 
plumbing, electrical, fire protection, or occupant service com­
ponents of a building including any equipment, fixtures, 
connections, conduits, wires, pipes, ducts, as well as any 
associated sensors, controls, distribution or safety elements. 

"Technically infeasible" means, in connection with acces­
sibility requirements, a change that has little likelihood of 
being accomplished because the existing structural conditions 
require the removal or alteration of a loadbearing member 
that is an essential part of the structural frame, or because 
other existing physical or site constraints prohibit modifica­
tion or addition of elements, spaces or features which are in 
full and strict compliance with the minimum requirements for 
new construction and which are necessary to provide acces­
sibility. 

"Tenancy" means an entire building or that portion of a 
building or story which is or is intended to be under the 
control of a single owner or tenant. 

"UFC fire barrier" means a continuous membrane, either 
vertical or horizontal, such as a wall or floor assembly, that is 
designed and constructed with a specified frre resistance 
rating and located to limit the spread of fire and restrict the 
movement of smoke. Such barriers may have protected 
openings when a specific fire resistive rating is indicated by 
this subcode. 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

"Use" means that portion of a building or tenancy which is 
devoted to a single group or special use or occupancy as , "'\ 
defined in the building subcode or as established by the \.._) 
provisions of any other subcode for the purpose of specifying 
special requirements applicable to that portion of a building 
or tenancy. 

"Work area" means any entire use, primary function space, 
or tenancy comprising all or part of a reconstruction project 
as delineated on the approved permit application and/or plans. 

Amended by R.2000 d.492, effective December 18, 2000. 
See: 32 N.J.R. 3219(a), 32 N.J.R. 4437(b). 

Amended "Addition". 
Amended by R.2004 d.145, effective AprilS, 2004. 
See: 35 N.J.R. 5190(a), 36 N.J.R. 1758(a). 

Added "Dormitory", "Group" and "UFC fire barrier"; in "Use", 
deleted "use" preceding "group"; deleted "Use Group". 
Administrative correction. 
See: 36 N.J.R. 2490(b). 
Amended by R.2007 d.2, effective January 2, 2007. 
See: 38 N.J.R. 3377(a), 39 N.J.R. 28(b). 

Added definition ''Nursing home". 
Amended by R.2011 d.270, effective November 7, 2011. 
See: 43 N.J.R. 1297(a), 43 N.J.R. 2999(a). 

Added definitions "Commercial energy code" and "Residential 
energy code". 

5:23-6.4 Repairs 

(a) Repairs, as defined in N.J.A.C. 5:23-6.3, shall comply 
with the requirements of this section. There is no limit to the 
amount of repair work which may be undertaken. 

1. The following work shall be considered renovation, 
alteration, or reconstruction, as appropriate, and not repair 
work: 

i. The cutting away of any wall, partition, or por-
tion thereof; 

ii. The permanent, partial or complete removal of 
any primary structural component; 

iii. The removal or rearrangement of any part of a 
required means of egress; and 

iv. Addition to, alteration or relocation of: 

(1) Any fire protection system piping; 

(2) Water supply, sewer, drainage, gas, oil, waste, 
vent, or similar piping; 

(3) Electrical wiring, other than wiring for a low 
voltage communication system in a one or two family 
dwelling; 

(4) Mechanical system components such as duct­
work; or 

( 5) Elevator devices. 

(b) All work shall be done in a workmanlike manner. 

(c) The work shall not cause any diminution of existing 
structural strength, system capacity or mechanical ventilation 
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