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REPORT

OF THE

STATE SUPERINTENDENT.

Office of the Superintendent of Public Schools,

Perth Ambot, January 15, 1852.

To the Legislature of the State ofNew Jersey.

In compliance with the requirements of the law, the fol-

lowing REPORT is respectfully submitted:

The state is divided into twenty counties, which contain

one hundred and eighty-three townships. Reports have been

received from one hundred and seventy, leaving thirteen un-

reported.

From the returns made by the town superintendents, bear-

ing date the 15th day of December, 1851, it appears that

there are 1612 school districts in the state, of which 1538 are

reported as having made the returns required by law.

The number of children reported as residing within the

districts, between the ages of 5 and 18, is 145,529.

The number reported as having attended school during the

past year is 88,610, being an increase, over the number re-

ported last year, of 13,365.

The amount of money appropriated by the state for edu-

cational purposes was ^80,000, which, in addition to the sum
of jgl70,859.51, raised by the different townships, makes an

aggregate of jS250,859.51, being an increase of iS98,280.89

over the preceding year.



As some town superintendents have failed to make the re-

ports required by law, the statistics of last year have been
taken for the present; and in as much as the amount appro-

priated by the state for the present year is greater than the

last, it is evident that the amount before stated is below the

amount actually appropriated during the past year, without

taking into consideration the increased sum raised by the

townships to meet the state appropriation.

Whatever may have been true of the past, it can no longer

be said that the people of New Jersey are negligent of the

education of their children. No state in the Union does more,

or is wiUing to do more, than New Jersey. This is abun-

dantly proved, not only by the increased appropriation made
by the legislature and the people, but by the readiness with

which they are made ; the greater interest paid by the in-

habitants of townships and districts to the erection of school

houses, the employment of qualified instructors, and the in-

creased number of children attending the public schools.

More attention is paid to the selection of trustees, and the

town superintendents, generally, are now not only well qual-

ified for the situation, but have entered upon the perform-

ance of their duty with a zeal and a determination to render

the public schools worthy of approbation and encourage-

ment. Much of all that has been done to improve the system

of education in this state, to elevate the character of the

teacher, to rouse the latent energy of the people, is the work
of the town superintendents; and it would be an act of in-

justice and ingratitude to withhold from them the meed of

praise. In the present Executive, the friends of education

have also found a willing and efficient co-laborer; his words

of promise have not only been kept to the ear, but to the in-

tent and purpose. The Attorney General, who, by the sta-

tute, is associated with the State Superintendent in the deci-

sion of controverted cases, has shown a readiness at all times

to cooperate with him, and all the cases submitted have re-

ceived his prompt and attentive consideration. It is respect-

fully proposed to the legislature that some compensation

should be allowed to him for such extra-official duties as he



is called upon to perform by the requirements of the school

law. His advice has been of great benefit, not only to this

department but to all who are connected with the manage-

ment of our schools.

SCHOOL LAW,

It is made the duty of the State Superintendent to "ascer-

tain from examination, and suggest from experience, such

amendments or alterations in the school law as may be re-

quired."

In compliance with the above, the following are submitted:

In the first place, great complaint is made of the too fre-

quent alterations of the law. This is rendered necessary by
the haste with which the laws relating to public schools have

generally been hurried through; whilst an evident desire to

improve the law, and remedy the difficulties complained of,

has been manifested by both branches of the legislature, a

sufficient amount of time could not be spared from other and

equally necessary objects of legislation to enable the educa-

tion committee to weigh all the different bearings which

each section would have, or to enter into the details neces-

sary to enable the different school officers to understand and
discharge their duty. The natural consequence of this is,

that the law is no sooner passed and in operation than it is

found deficient and defective, and other alterations are called

for and made, to be followed by similar results. As an evi-

dence of this, over twelve hundred letters have been received

at this department during the past year, requiring explana-

tions and directions. It is therefore suggested that a special

commission be appointed by the legislature to frame a law

adapted in all its parts to the wants of the community, point-

ing out clearly and distinctly the powers and duties of the

school officers, the privileges and duties of the inhabitants of

townships and districts. Let sufficient time be given for de-

liberation and consultation, so that when a law is passed it

may answer the purposes intended, and remain unchanged



a sufficient length of time for all to understand its require"

ments and fulfil their duties.

It is also proposed that some provision should be made,

by which the amount of money for the support of free schools

would be more uniform. It frequently occurs that a district

is composed of parts of two or three adjoining townships in

each of which a different amount of money is raised, but, as

the children from each attend the same school, it follows that

the township in which the largest amount is raised, in reality

helps to educate the children residing in the others. Many
cases of this kind have occurred, and have given rise to great

difficulty.

A provision should also be made for calling extra meetings

of the inhabitants of districts for the election of trustees in

certain cases; for though the law provides a method for fill-

ing a vacancy caused by the death, resignation, or refusal of

any one trustee, no provision is made for the resignation or

refusal of two, and, as several cases of this kind have occur-

red, the attention of the legislature is called to it.

Your attention is again called to the uncertain wording of

the 12th section of the law, passed April 17th, 1846. Many
cases have been brought before this department having re-

ference to the privileges supposed to be granted by that sec-

tion. The opinion is still entertained that the said section has

reference exclusively to schools established by the society of

Friends, whose " church discipline" alone, of all the religious

denominations, provides for the establishment of schools and

appointment of trustees. There are others, however, who
entertain a different view, and their opinion is entitled to

great respect. This has given rise to difficulties and heart-

burnings not easily allayed. It is therefore urgently requested

that the legislature would either repeal the section entirely,

or if it is intended, as supposed by this department, to apply

solely to the members of that sect, let it be so worded that

there can be no doubt; let the law give its own interpretation,

and thus relieve the Superintendent and school officers from

the charge of favoring one sect to the prejudice of another;

or let it be so altered as to apply alike to the schools of all



denominations ; they all have equal rights, let them all have

equal privileges.

" Let it not, however, be understood that I object to the

privileges of the society of Friends, for in no section of our

state is more attention paid to education than in the districts

occupied by them; but, as a principle, it is wrong that any

preference should be given to the members of one society

over another. All have equal rights ; all are called upon to

contribute, in equal relative proportions, to the taxes which

support the government and schools; and why should not all

enjoy equal privileges? Wo to that state! wo to that people

and to that religion ! where public patronage is given to one

denomination in preference to another. When did a state or

a community ever patronize or encourage the sacrifices made
at any one altar, that it did not, in its turn, demand the in-

fluence of those who minister at the altar, and pervert that

which should be pure and holy, to base and unhallowed pur-

poses? Religion cannot mingle with the baser materials of

politics, and escape the deep contamination of the contact.

Let the state foster and encourage, by all proper means, the

reception and diffusion of the gospel. It is right. We are, as

a community, a religious people, and the blessings of God,

which have been so manifest towards us, would be with-

drawn were it otherwise. But we are a people of many sects

and much diversity of opinion ; and who shall say this is the

true sect, that the right opinion? None. The constitution of

our country gives freedom to all religious worship; the con-

stitution of our state guarantees it; and the constitution of

the mind of man demands that all should be left to the judg-

ment of their own consciences, guided by the light of reve-

lation and the holy scriptures.

I trust that, in these remarks, I shall not be misunderstood.

I deem religious instruction necessary to every perfect sys-

tem of education, whether public or private. I would have

the bible read throughout the length and breadth of our

land. I would, indeed, have it " the bread of Ufe" for daily

use, and not merely the " shew bread of the sanctuary."

But whilst this is done, let not the water of salvation be
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deemed as only capable of running in one channel and to

one point; but let it, like the mercy and justice of God, be

given freely to all."

—

Report of 1847.

teachers' institutes.

The attention of the legislature is again called to the im-

portant subject of affording some pecuniary aid toward the

establishment of teachers' institutes, and it is indeed gra-

tifying to know that your attention has been called to the

same by the Executive, in his present annual message. It is

evident to every individual, who has even cursorily exam-
ined the subject, that one of the greatest difficulties experi-

enced by the school officers, is to procure good and compe-

tent teachers; and that, whilst we have many in the state

who fill the important office with honor to themselves and

usefulness to the community, there are others, and unfortu-

nately the larger number, who are incompetent for the per-

formance of the duties they are expected to execute. In a

great majority of cases, even those who possess the necessary

amount of information are ignorant of the best methods of

imparting it to others; they having had no experience in

conducting a school, are consequently ignorant of the many
thousand avenues to the youthful mind, and consequently

labor without method and without success. To such, even

the short period during which an institute is held, will afford

an opportunity of improvement, not, indeed, in intellectual

acquirement, but of the methods which experience and re-

flection have pointed out as the best to enable a teacher to

manage a school, to impart instruction, and to call forth and
direct the dormant energy of the children committed to his

care.

An institute of this nature was held in Somerville, Somer-
set county, during the past fall, and it is due, alike to the

teachers and school officers of the county of Somerset, that

some acknowledgment should be made of the obligation the

educational community lie under for the example thus set.

The honor belongs to them of having established and sus-
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tained the first teachers' institute in the state of New Jersey,

May the example soon be followed by every county in the

state ; and, in order that some inducement should be held out

to them, it is respectfully recommended that a certain sum be

appropriated from the surplus revenue of the state to defray

the expenses of an institute in every county. That the peo-

ple of the state look with favor upon these institutes, is evi-

dent from the hospitable reception offered to the teachers and

school officers who attended the one at Somerville. All were

received in the families of the citizens, and their kindness

and hospitality will long be remembered with respect and

gratitude.

And if the teachers who attended that meeting carry into

their school-rooms the same zealous desire for improvement

which was there manifested, the same anxious determination

to elevate the standard of education, the character of the

teachers, and the moral and intellectual development of the

children committed to their care, which they evinced to im-

prove themselves in the practical part of their profession,

then, indeed, will it have been a glorious meeting, and long

will the children of New Jersey have cause for gratitude to

these teachers, who, without waiting for the Hercules of

state appropriation to assist them, put their own shoulders to

the wheel, with the firm determination of raising it from the

slough in which it had so long and so hopelessly lain.

The selection of the gentleman to preside over the insti-

tute was fortunate. Professor Camp is an experienced teacher,

head of the normal school in Connecticut, and possessed of

every requisite for the important situation. Mr. William B.

Fowle is a gentleman from Massachusetts, who for many
years conducted a high school with great success, and who
is known, wherever education is prized, as a zealous, inde-

fatigable, and judicious friend. He presented to the institute,

in his own person, "the beau ideal of a teacher;" gentlemanly

in his deportment, courteous in his intercourse with all, eru-

dite without being pedantic, fertile in resources and expedi-

ents, showing to all what a perfect character a good teacher

is and should be. Long will the memory of their kindness
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and valuable services remain; they are "written in a book

where every day we turn the leaf to read them."

We hope to welcome them once and again to our little

state, promising they will find that the seed sown by them

did not fall upon the highways or on barren ground, but

upon good and fertile soil, which only needed a little judi-

cious culture to cause it to bear abundant fruit;—this fruit

we wish to show them.

There v/as another circumstance attending this institution

highly gratifying : of the sixty-two teachers present, thirty-

three were natives of New Jersey.

FREE SCHOOLS.

Judging, as well from present intercourse with the citizens

of various sections of the state, as from the reports of the

town superintendents, the system of free schools, introduced

by the last legislature, meets the approval of the great major-

ity of the people, as a system, although many are dissatis-

fied with the details. These can easily be reconciled without

altering the principle. It is proper, also, to state, that in some

sections objections are raised against the system itself; but

they are few, and it is more than probable that, when the

law establishing free schools is judiciously remodeled, these

objections will be removed, with the defects. At all events,

we should not retrograde ; onward should be our motto. Let

us set our eyes upon the highest pinnacle " universal educa-

tion" has ever reached, or is capable of reaching, and let us,

as a state, determine to carry our system to that point. Let

us determine that slowly, but surely, we will devise a sys-

tem, by which every child in the state, without regard to

rank, sect, or station, can obtain an education in the free

schools of our state ; not such an education as will merely
enable him to read and write, but qualify him for his import-

ant duties as a citizen of a free country ; to fill with honor
to himself and usefulness to the community any of the va-
rious situations open to all who are qualified to fill them.
Let us remember that we are working not for the present.
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but for the future ; that upon the intelligence of the children

now in our schools depends in a great measure the stability

and perpetuity of our Union; that we are working, not for

time only, but for eternity ; that not only the present happi-

ness of the children depends upon the moral culture they

may receive in our schools, but their hopes of happiness here-

after. How great, then, are the duties, how vast the respon-

sibilities of the people of the state, of the legislature who re-

present them. Shrink not from the duty, fear not the respon-

sibility.

" The bud may have a bitter taste,

But sweet will be the flower."

The recommendation made by the Executive, in his armual

message, " that the revenue annually derivable from our

public works be wholly devoted to the cause of education,"

is an important one, worthy of his position as the head of a

free and intelligent state, and fully carrying out the position

assumed by him in previous communications. It is eminently

deserving your attentive consideration. There can be no he-

sitation in expressing the opinion, that the great majority of

our fellow citizens, expect and desire that the legislature

would act in accordance with the recommendation. It is

proper however to state, that there are many warm friends

of education, who are of opinion that some equivalent should

be demanded from the people, to entitle them to the bounty

of the state, believing that if the entire expense of conduct-

ing the schools is met by the state, the citizens will look upon

them with indifference, and finally lose all interest in their

management. They are of opinion that schools flourish best

in those townships where a large proportion of the expense

is defrayed by a voluntary assessment; and that, in order not

only to increase the amount, but the interest in the success-

ful operation of the schools, whatever the state gives should

be met by a certain fixed proportion to be raised by the

townships. Notwithstanding this difference, all agree that a

much larger appropriation should be made by the state.

Should the legislature adopt the recommendation of the

Governor, the following suggestions are respectfully offered.

B
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Let the sum of two hundred dollars be allotted to every

county in which a teachers' institute shall have been held

during the year, the institute to be in session not less than

five days, under the direction of proper and competent per-

sons, of which the Secretary of State or State Superintendent

should be satisfied; and the money to be paid on a certificate

of either officer, or in any other way more likely to secure

the proper and judicious expenditure of the money.

That a liberal appropriation be annually made to each of

the colleges in the state, for which they in return would edu-

cate a certain number of scholars from each county, to be se-

lected from children who have attended the public schools;

thus not only rendering an equivalent, but inducing those

who have the care and oversight of our schools to introduce

such a system of education as would enable the scholars to

qualify themselves for a thorough collegiate education. What
Jerseyman does not feel proud of the reputation of the col-

leges in the state? Search the records of our history, as a

state and as a nation, and many of the names which stand

the highest there were educated at Princeton or at Rutgers;

in their quiet academic halls much of that spirit of freedom

which animated our sires was nursed ; beneath the fostering

care of the professors of those institutions the giant minds

which guided our councils in the stormy period of the Revo-

lution were trained and moulded for the purpose. Burlington

college, although a new institution, bids fair to realize the

high expectation of its friends, and should also participate in

the bounty of the state.

There is another benefit to be derived. Many of those who
enter the colleges from our public schools would thus be-

come competent for the important situation of teachers, and

an arrangement might be made by which a course of instruc-

tion would be afforded, expressly adapted to the require-

ments of all who intend making teaching a profession; thus

supplying at a trifling cost the place of a normal school, so

much needed in our state. When we consider that nothing

has hitherto been done by our state to assist our colleges and
higher seminaries of learning, and how much they have ac-
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complished by their own efforts ; in how great a degree they

have been instrumental in elevating the literary character of

the state, the wonder is that we have permitted the debt to

remain so long unacknowledged and uncancelled. The time

has now arrived when they can no longer be passed over.

A proposition is now made to appropriate the entire revenue

of the state to the support of education; let a certain and

suitable portion thereof be given to those institutions, so

highly deserving of it. Let the state, whilst it bestows its

chief care upon the pubUc schools, as the proper institution

in which our children should receive the elements of educa-

tion, also recognise and cherish those higher ones where that

education may be carried on and perfected.

With the full conviction that the subject of education will

receive from you the attentive consideration it deserves, the

above is respectfully submitted.

T. F. KING.





STATEMENTS

ACCOMPANTING THE

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT,
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APPENDIX.

EXTRACTS FROM REPORTS OP TOWNSHIP SUPERINTENDENTS, ETC.

BERGEN COUNTY.

HACKENSACK TOWNSHIP.

The amount of money appropriated to schools was de-

rived from the following sources, viz :

From the state, in two instalments, ^529.70

Interest of the surplus revenue, appropriated

to public schools by the town, 326.38

Township tax (a small part of which has been

received) which, when added to the $326.38,

is equal to ^^1.50 for each scholar between

5 and 16 years of age, as per census of 1850,

viz. 833 scholars, 923.12

Whole amount, 61779 20

The unexpended balance, ^1058, will be used by April

next: the trustees are waiting for its appearance. All the

moneys hitherto drawn from my hands have been used by

every district, conformable to law.

It will be seen, by the accompanying report, that the num-

ber of those who habitually attend school has been materi-
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ally increased, and bears a more favorable proportion to the

number residing in the township than the report of last year

exhibits, even though those between 16 and 18 years have

been added to the census of the present year, as the law di-

rects.

When a new educational law goes into effect, there is ob-

servable a variety of opinions regarding its interpretation,

and therefore a want of uniformity in its application. It is

only after the people have become familiar with it, that dif-

ferences become reconciled and settled. The experience of

this township verifies the remark. In one instance, a lawsuit

grew out of conflicting opinions in reference to the true con-

struction of the the 7th section of the supplementary act, be-

tween the trustees and an inhabitant of the district, which

terminated in favor of trustees, without disturbing the ami-

cable feeling that existed previous to the suit. Experience

has also shown that no impediment to education need be ap-

prehended from discussions of this character: the very ex-

citement they occasion attracts attention to the schools, and

promotes their interests. The schools of this township were

never in a more flourishing state; so that it seems discussion

spurs the people to the advantage of the children. The

school houses are, with few exceptions, in better condition,

both as to architecture and internal arrangements; teachers

are better qualified, as to moral character, literary attain-

ments, and method of teaching; more suitable books are

supplied, and with commendable liberality; more branches

are taught, and all of them more thoroughly and practically.

Grammar, geography, arithmetie, history, &c., are taught

orally to very young pupils, so that when the book is fur-

nished it is a respectable one, interesting and intelligible.

—

While, however, there is progress generally in the schools,

and in a few a remarkable progress, there are school houses,

long since built, which, having low ceilings and badly con-

structed windows, have not ventilation necessary to the pre-

servation of health; and in the construction of the desks and

seats, the ease and comfort of those who occupy them were

not consulted: and in some of such school houses the ex-
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ploded mode of teaching is pursued, which only serves to

illustrate its inferiority to the more popular mode.

There are now three free schools in this township : one

organized under a special law, and the others under the ge-

neral act. The remainder are partially free. In the majority

of the districts, the trustees, in the exercise of their discre-

tionary powers, make the schools free a part of every quar-

ter. In the amount of payment required, they assess a cer-

tain sum on the pupils, and make up the deliciency out of

the moneys derived from the state and township. They thus

regard the school free to an extent equal to the difference

between the sum charged and the sum required. In this

manner the schools may be considered free from six to se-

ven or eight months of the year. This method has been

adopted because it has either been found to be impractica-

ble, or believed to be so, in any other way to continue the

schools after the money shall have been expended. As it is,

they are open the whole of the year. Besides, the money is

received at uncertain periods, and the largest amount (town-

ship tax) late in December or early in January. From April

to August, not more than the first quota of the school fund

is received, so that the schools cannot be made free for that

quarter of the year, unless the trustees furnish the means

or the teachers go unpaid.

The compensation to teachers is fixed, and varies from

sixty to one hundred dollars per quarter. Objections have

occasionally been made to this economy. It has been said

that the teacher, knowing his pay to be certain, will not

give the attention he would were his compensation regulated

by the number of scholars he might procure. This objection

is answered by the simple remark, that if any teacher be

amenable to it, he is unqualified. An ambitious teacher

would scorn the imputation, and none but an ambitious

teacher is worth having at any price.

John Van Brunt.
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HARRINGTON TOWNSHIP.

The time has again arrived when it devolves upon me to

present you with a report of the condition of the schools in

the township of Harrington, in the county of Bergen, and I

herewith present you with the following statistics.

I do not find in the law that it is required to state the num-

ber of months the pupils have attended school. This is at-

tended with considerable difficulty, as the children cannot

answer the question, and it would take considerable time to

visit the parents, in order to arrive at the truth in relation

thereto.

Much inconvenience has been experienced by the trustees

and teachers on account of the money not being available

till quite late in September, and even at this date there has

not been more than half of the whole sum received. There

are six schools in operation in the town; four of the teach-

ers are from the state of Connecticut and are unmarried,

while two are natives of this county.

We have frequent changes of teachers in some districts,

and consequently but little progress can be expected.

The schools were voted free at the last town meeting, and

it was thought by many that that would effect the ^^summum
honum'^ of all that was desirable in the education of youth;

but the blessing has not been realized. Although I favored

the resolution declaring the schools to be free, by a tax to be

laid on property, on account of those who complained that

they did not feel able to educate their children, I am never-

theless convinced, by the effect of its operation, that, fair as

the system may seem to be, it is not productive of that har-

mony which, alone, will make it lasting and beneficial. It is

founded in injustice; and one of the results under the opera-

tion of this law is, that not any more children have attended

school the present, than there did the past year, in propor-

tion to the number of children in the town. Now, upon what

principle of justice can it be demanded that 1 am to help to

educate my neighbors' children, any more than I may de-
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mand of them that they help replenish my nearly empty barn

and granary? It is answered, that there is no more injustice

in taxing all alike for the purposes of education than there is

in raising money to defray the expenses of courts in the trial

and conviction of those who violate our laws. But it must

not be overlooked that we all have an undoubted right to de-

mand of the government under which we live the protection

of natural and civil rights; it grows out of the mutual con-

sent of both parties, and this protection is enjoyed by all

alike. But it is nothing less than legal plunder to demand of

those upon whom Providence may have showered blessings

of competency, and who may have no children to educate, to

submit to a system of taxation, which benefits them not in the

least, and then to be told, "Why you are able to endure it,

and have no reason to complain." Now the truth is, there

are comparatively but few who are not able to send their

children to a common school; and where a person is able

and willing to earn a livelihood, he may do so, and educate

his children too. But if not, I have yet to learn of that board

of trustees who would be unwilling to pay the same out of the

public funds. And what individual in a school district would
raise an objecting voice ?

But the adoption of the principle, with too many, springs

from a selfish motive. Because they have children to send to

school, and the tax upon their property is not quite equal to

the amount of their school bills in a year, therefore their in-

terest lays in getting as much as possible from the public.

And I affirm without fear of contradiction, that, take it all

together the past year, the people of this town are the losers.

Besides, the free school system tends to furnish the town

with careless teachers, who feel little or no responsibility, and

yet shield themselves from public odium under the thin garb of

a county license. The trustees in this town seem to act on the

belief that they have no business in the school room; and all

besides the teacher's efforts must be performed by the super-

intendent, who, after all, knows but little of what is daily

going on in the school room. The teachers are sure of their

pay, whether their pupils progress much or little.
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Now, under the former system, when a teacher was em-

ployed, he was paid a stipulated sum per scholar; and it was

his interest to exert himself, and, by his industry in school, to

satisfy his employers. He felt some responsibility resting upon

him, and the public, witnessing this, were satisfied ; because

where there is exertion there is progress. Under the present

system the teacher is paid, and it is scarcely known by many
whence the money is derived; because the most of it is fur-

nished by those who are not immediately interested. It is to

be hoped that this will be the last year of free schools in this

town, as it has been the first.

There has been considerable difiiculty here in relation to

the alteration of school districts, as you are aware. It was
thought that the phraseology of the law was so plain and dis-

tinct, as not to be mistaken by any one possessed of common
intelligence. It declares that the town superintendent "shall

have power to divide and set off the township into convenient

districts, on or before the second Monday in May next, with

power to alter and change them, as circumstances may re-

quire." Here is a power vested in a superintendent without

limitation as to time, as to the alteration or change, but

limited only to circumstances. And, it would seem, it mat-

ters not at what season of the year they occur. Those inter-

ested may make the superintendent acquainted therewith,

and he is to act under the circumstances immediately, ac-

cording to his judgment in the matter.

Now although I readily acquiesce in your decision, made
in September, in relation to this matter, yet I would respect-

fully, through you, urge it upon the legislature that they au-

thorize a new edition of the school law, and the learned pub-

lisher to append a judicial targum for the benefit of those

not so well versed in the law. This would save much incon-

venience and trouble. Then those intrusted with the execu-

tion of the law, possessed of common intelhgence, will ap-

prehend the meaning of the law as understood, at least by

the ofiicials, whether it prove to be in conformity with the

sentiments of the original framers or not.

Ab'm W. Haring.
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NEW BARBADOES TOWNSHIP.

Since the present school law went into operation, all our

district schools have been kept open for the instruction of

scholars on the principles of that law, as we have understood

it. Teachers have been employed at stated salaries, varying

from v^275 to i^SOO per annum, and the public money from

the various sources has (as a general rule) been divided by
the trustees, so as to apply one-fourth to each quarter, that

all might have the benefit of the fund, as they were willing

or able to avail themselves of it; and any defect was made
up by quarterly assessment on scholars attending and re-

ceiving the benefit of the public money. We have under-

stood the law as warranting this construction, and, in the ab-

sence of any thing to the contrary from yourself or the at-

torney general, have so acted. The number of scholars at-

tending school this year is much larger than last, requiring

an increased number of teachers to give them necessary at-

tention, so that the amount of money sufficient to meet ex-

penses under the old system, is too small to suffice under the

new. It appears to me, from observation, that, as the law

now stands, children are admitted in school at too early an

age ; there are more children attending school under the age

of seven than above the age of fifteen. Those under the age

of seven years derive no benefit from being there, and are a

serious annoyance to the teacher, and retard him in his labor.

I am strong in the belief that a child entered in school at the

age of eight years, will be as far advanced at thirteen, as one

of equal capacity entered at the age of five years. Prema-

ture development of mind is to many very pleasing, like the

rich fair fruit of the young tree ; but encourage the growth of

that fruit, and you weaken and destroy the tree ; so of the

mind, it will be permanently enfeebled by its own early ex-

ertion. I do not suppose our rulers wish to convert our teach-

ers into childs-nurses or our school rooms into nurseries, but

under the law, as it stands, this is a certain result. When the

schools are entirely or nearly free, parents find them a cheap
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and convenient place to put young children, troublesome at

home; this evil is complained of by teachers, and is not ima-

ginary. I think that children cannot be admitted in school

with either profit or propriety under the age of seven years.

Our township raised for school purposes this year ^1298,

about 1^2.50 per scholar. I hope they may be as liberal next

year.

I beg leave to suggest to you what I, in my humble judg-

ment, believe would be an improvement in the school law.

I feel that the peculiar relation of state and town superin-

tendent gives us a broad license freely to express our views

on any subject connected with schools; though they may be

erroneous, they pass the scrutiny of your superior judgment,

and when we are wrong you can enlighten us. The change

I propose is no new thought; it respects the mode of sup-

porting free schools. The great objects of the law should be

to make the benefits of the system equal and universal, and

the burthen of its support rest alike upon all, while at the

same time its support should be certain, not variable and im-

pulsive ; it should be beyond the influence of neighborhood

quarrels and bickerings, and beyond the reach of those who
would make the question of raising money subserve local

prejudice and party strife. As it now stands, our schools, if

free, must be made so by township and district assessment,

the state fund being a trifle, (its great value being its cer-

tainty). One township may raise a large sum by tax, and the

adjoining townships none ; if they unite in a district, it is free

to one part of the school, and not to the other: one district

may keep the school open free while their next neighboring

school is closed for want of willingness to be taxed. It may
be said, if they have not the benefits, they do not bear the

burthen ; but it is made a state institution, for the benefit of

the children of the state, the people of the state to support it;

the benefit ought to be then extended to all children, and

the duty of supporting this state institution imposed upon all

the people. There is no equality of taxation in the small dis-

tricted assessments. One district may have thrice as many

children as its neighboring district of equal or greater wealth.
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and I believe it is true, generally, that divisions numbering

the most children, have the least wealth to educate them. '^

"Flocks and herds" of this kind are peculiarly the property

of the poor, and are very unproductive of any thing to sup-

port a teacher, though they may form a very good school.

In every county may be found instances of poor and popu- /
lous districts, as well as poor and populous townships. In

equalizing poor tax, we do not make each hamlet support

its own paupers; we build suitable asylums for them, and

the county at large is taxed for their providence. But the

principal evil is the uncertainty of provision for free schools:

this year a liberal sentiment may pervade the people, and

schools flourish : but discord arises in a district; there are

men of wealth and influence who abhor heavy taxes and

supporting (as they say) their neighbors' children ; they turn

these discussions to their advantage, distort them into ques-

tions of town policy, and at the next town election no money y
is raised; and that is the end of free schools for the year. I

would not have their existence so uncertain, depending on

the fitful changes of prejudice and the impulsive notions of

the hour. The remedy is to make schools free throughout the y

state by state appropriation, raise the money by general tax,

or appropriate the income of the state for that purpose, and

support the government by direct taxation. The hundreds

who complain of the school tax never did and never will ob-

ject to paying state tax; this would prevent discordant jar-

rings between rich and poor, simplify the law, make taxa- ^
tion more equitable, because more general, and render the

support of free schools in the state certain, permanent, and

universal.

» M. M. Knapp.
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BURLINGTON COUNTY,

EVESHAM TOWNSHIP.

You will perhaps think our township has not raised as

much money as she should have done for the purpose of edu-

cation; that has happened from the fact that the new law did

not pass until after our town meeting, and we could not raise

any more than we had the previous year, having that year

raised all that the law would allow us to do. I think our

township suffers very much for want of a board of county

examiners: the trustees are in the habit of employing teach-

ers without consulting the superintendent; and, after the

schools have commenced some time, they call upon the su-

perintendent for a license for their teachers. This is the man-

ner in which they have also elected teachers, without any

examination whatever. I find they sometimes get very im-

proper teachers.

Richard M. Htjgg.

LITTLE EGGHARBOR TOWNSHI?.

There has not been as many taught in our township as

heretofore, agreeably to the number of children, occasioned

by indisposition. Several have been taken off by death, other-

wise I believe there would have been a more general attend-

ance. There appears to be an increasing desire for education

generally. Well qualified teachers are sought after and em-
ployed. I have attended the schools, once or more, in every

quarter, and have found them mostly well conducted, and
have rejoiced to see the moral deportment of both the teach-

ers and scholars; and I do hope the time will soon come that

teachers may be found that will teach them the fear of the

Lord, and educate the hearts, as well as the minds, of the

children
; and if this be the case, then our public institutions
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will become honorable, and the young and rising generation

may grow up to the honor of him that created them.

The reading of the scriptures has been attended to in all

the schools, I believe greatly to the improvement of the scho-

lars. Besides the common district schools, there has been a

select school kept for girls, taught by a female, and attended

by thirty scholars.

Jonathan Giffard.

NORTHAMPTON TOWNSHIP.

The wise and liberal provision made for public school in-

struction by the last legislature has enabled the trustees in

this town, comprising district No. 1, of Northampton town-

ship, to open the schools for all who wish to enter them free \/

of charge for tuition. The schools were open for one quarter

in the spring; and were reopened on September 1st, to con-

tinue at least for six months; consequently all the children

whose parents avail themselves of this provision will have

nine months' schooling without any cost, except for books.

One hundred and fifty-four boys and one hundred and fifty-

two girls have been entered on the register, and are prose-

cuting their studies under six teachers, licensed by the trus-

tees and superintendent. Seventy-four of the children study

geography, sixty-six grammar, and a few etymology and the

elements of philosophy.

A commendable spirit of order and improvement seems to

animate the teachers and children, which it is hoped will

continue to increase till our public schools become the pride

and ornament of our town.

• The colored children in this township, forty-one in num-
ber, and last year forming district No. 2, I have placed under

the management of the trustees of district No. 1, who have

been enabled to open a school for them, to continue six

months free of charge, except for books. In this school

thirty children are acquiring an elementary education under

D*
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the care of a colored female, licensed by the trustees and su-

perintendent. The school is in good condition.

In district No. 3, comprising twenty-three children, no

school has been opened by the trustees since the new law

went into operation. Owing to the small number of children,

it is impossible to comply with the requisition of the law,

that the schools shall he free, for the quota of the district

would not pay a good teacher for one quarter. It is respect-

fully suggested that a modification of the law, to suit the

case of sparsely populated districts, is not only desirable but

necessary.

The trustees have, however, determined to employ a

teacher for three or four months, if one can be obtained for

seventy-five cents a day; and they will make up the defi-

ciency of the school fund among themselves. The school is

to commence as soon as possible after the 15th December.

In the part district No. 4 there are but six children from

this township. They are in the excellent school of Mr. L. D.

Hammill, at Lumberton, and are doing well under his in-

struction.

The trustees of the district, embracing parts of Northamp-

ton, Southampton, and Medford townships, became incorpo-

rated under the new law ; and, having called the citizens of

the district together, it was determined to build a .school

house answerable to the wants of the district, and toraise by

tax for that purpose ^600 the present year.

Some dissatisfaction prevails in regard to that provision of

the law which allows the citizens of a district to vote to raise

sums of money for such purposes. Owners of farms adjoin-

ing villages, and included in the school district, may be im-

posed upon by onerous additions to their tax, not equally

borne by all who participate in the advantages of the school.
"

Any course that has a tendency to alienate the minds of a

portion of the community from a proper attachment to the

noble and glorious cause of education should be avoided:

and as no patron of the free schools can reasonably oljject to

paying his fall sliare towards furnishing buildings and all the

appliances of a thorough education, it is further respectfully



43

suggested that the law may be so modified that all such ex-

penses shall be borne by a per capita tax on the scholars, as

well as by the assessment on the real estate, that the burthen

may be more equally borne, and the interest in the property

be more universally felt and appreciated.

There are in this township 852 children between the ages

of five and eighteen years, forty-one of whom are colored,

and forty-six go to Friends' school.

I have received of the township collector ^680.08, viz.

state appropriation ^425.63, surplus revenue ^180.63, dog tax

S73.82.

There was an appropriated balance in my hands at the

commencement of the school year of ^249.19^, and unap-

propriated ^4.934, making ^254.13; total of available funds

to the present date ^934.21. Of this I refunded to collector,

for Friends, ^3.95 from dog tax, and 36 cents from unappro-

priated balances of last year and this year, and I have paid

on orders of trustees ^826.902, leaving a balance in my hands

of gl07.30^.

The township committee directed the assessment of a tax

of Si for each child reported, viz. for the township $852,

which, when collected and received, will make the sum of

S959.3O5 yet to be disbursed as appropriated.

It will be seen, from the foregoing statements, that the

available school funds, from all sources, for the year 1851-52

have been i^l571.502 (including Friends' share retained by

collector $80.49, and refunded by me to him $4.31, total

$84.80). Of this sum $1570.97 are appropriated, making

$1.83 for each child in the township, and leaving a balance

for next year of $5,375.

J. LOXLEY RhEES.

SOUTHAMPTON TOWNSHIP.

As regards the condition of the schools in the township of

Southampton, I am sorry to say they fall short of the desired

object. Yet we have two schools, in districts number 4 and 8,
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deserving commendation ; the remaining number, in my expe-

rience, are not one step above what they were ten or fifteen

years ago. We have the same school houses which the ge-

neration before us built, with few exceptions, many de-

cidedly unfit for the purpose designed. In districts number

1, 4, and 11, they have become incorporated; and the first

two purpose raising money by taxation to build school houses,

but they have met with opposition by some individuals, who
assert, although lawful, it does not bear equal. The inhabit-

ants, generally speaking, are favorable to raising money for

school purposes, as they have for the few past years appro-

priated all the law would allow them. But when it comes to

the most essential part, that is, procuring competent teachers,

keeping regular schools, and attending to the every day du-

ties of the same, they are found wanting, favoring the old

adage, " what is every one's business is nobody's." But to

the point, we have been legislating time and again with the

view to progress in education. We have passed, altered, re-

enacted, and amended laws, with an idea to perfect them as

near as possible. We have raised and expended money, and

the inquiry is, has the condition of our public schools ad-

vanced? Does the rising generation bid fair towards an ad-

vancing education? Are our teachers better qualified for

their task than formerly ? Are the people conscious of the dif-

ference between a competent and an incompetent teacher?

Do they consider the distinction between a school that is only

kept, and one that is both taught and kept? Will the above

questions admit of an affirmative, if not, what is the alterna-

tive ? The first idea that is suggested, let us employ properly

qualified teachers. But where are they? But few offer them-

selves.

I think our legislature should establish means whereby
competent teachers could be procured. Why not have an in-

stitution for the proper education of teachers? and from thence

receive a diploma. In my view, until this be done, the pro-

gress of education will be slow. Thus far our county board

of freeholders have neglected to appoint county examiners,

the reasons for which I am unable to state.
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Ten schools but of twelve in our township bring about

fifteen or twenty dollars per month to the teacher, each. Few
of our schools keep any record worthy of note, although fre-

quently reminded by the superintendent to procure a book

for that purpose.

The average time of attendance per scholar (that is of the

number attending school) is three months in the year; price

of tuition ^2.25. Of the one hundred and fifty children in

our township who attend school, about fifty are learning Eng-

lish grammar, fifty learning geography, some twelve learn-

ing philosophy, fifteen learning algebra and surveying, the

remainder learning spelling, reading, writing, and arithme-

tic, but the majority at low tide. The increase in attendance

of this year over last is owing to a select school. The town-

ship has this year opened a public school.

Joseph L. Budd.

CAMDEN CO UNTY,

WATERPORD TOWNSHIP.

If legislating on the subject of school trustees' duties would

be of any use, a good service would be rendered to our

schools, by requiring them to attend to their business with

more fidelity. Part of the trustees of schools in this town-

ship are good for nothing as trustees, except to sign occa-

sionally a teacher's order ; which, by the way, is an import-

ant service to the teacher, for oft times the public money is

all he gets on some of his bills. Part of them, however, act

worthy of the office of trust committed to them. One of our

teachers writes—" I am of opinion the law should be more

stringent with regard to the neglect of duty in the minor

matters," trusteeship, &c.

Our teachers are improving, which is a favorable sign of
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the times. Four of them have, at different periods, taught

some considerable length of time in this township. Feeling

the need of higher attainments, in order to accomplish what

they should, they have been striving to improve. In the lat-

ter part of last August, they met at the house of the super-

intendent, to consider what they could do for each other and

for the schools in the township. One resolution of that meet-

ing was, to form a township association of teachers, which

has since been done. The association has met three times,

holding its meetings on the first Saturday of each month.

They have formed a constitution, &c. ; and extend to the

superintendents and teachers, in other townships, the invita-

tion to come and improve with them. None but teachers, or

those who have been, can become members of the associa-

tion ; and one article of the constitution requires all the mem-
bers to form themselves into a class or classes of scholars,

who shall recite at each monthly meeting of the association

on some branch of common school instruction, which the

class at a previous meeting shall have agreed upon; and the

teacher for the occasion shall be some member of the class,

to be chosen on the day of recitation. This rule has, for

three meetings, worked admirably. Our recitations, thus far,

have been upon the alphabet, oral spelling, and analysing

words. How long before we shall take up something else I

cannot say; but one thing is quite certain, not one of us will

leave this regretting that it was taken up, or that so much
time has been bestowed upon it. We will forward you a

copy of our constitution, when printed ; and we invite you,

in your visits through West Jersey, to make arrangements

to be present at one of our meetings.

Our school houses form a subject of complaint. Telling you

that they are nearly as they have been from time immemo-
rial, will give you a better idea of them than any description

I can write. But if the trustees of the several districts would

give only the degree of attention to them that farmers must

to a house for their pigs, we should have warmer houses in

some places, and cleaner ones in others. As to play grounds,

our building committees have thought proper not to limit any
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child; there being no yard fence around any of our six school

houses, and only one of them is shut in from the beasts of the

highway, and that is enclosed in an hundred acre field. One
of our teachers suggests the enacting of a law which shall

enforce proper attention to this matter.

But with better houses without better teachers, and bet-

ter tools for teachers to work with, we should still be poorly

provided for. Better teachers, however, our teachers are try-

ing to make themselves, as shown above. In reference to

others, shall we apply a rule given by one in his report to

me? "Apply the remedy already in your hands; make the

examination what it should be. This making a farce of the

examination, often produces a comedy in the school room."

But to make the examination what it should be, would

deprive this township and many others, perhaps, of their

teachers, and not supplj'' us with any better, until a normal

school, or some other institution, or some other means, fur-

nish us with those who are well qualified not only to teach,

but to govern and train our children in all that will make
them intelligent and virtuous citizens.

During the last six months there has been a change in re-

gard to books. McGuffey's spelling book and series of read-

ing books have been introduced into three of the schools in

this township. They have not entirely taken the place of the

old ones, but will probably soon do so. Ray's arithmetic,

also, is fast taking the place of Pike's, Bennett's, and other

inferior ones.

For the last five years I have been engaged in teaching;

two and a half years in one school in Gloucester township,

and two and a half years in district school No. 6, in this

township. Two years ago I proposed to the trustees to teach

for so much per scholar, and find all the books, except copies.

Convinced of the merits of McGuffey's books, I put them in

the place of the old and various kinds the children had been

using. It produced a change highly satisfactory to all parties.

I mention this, that those who design teaching for life, and
are complaining of ill adapted books, and cannot influence

trustees and parents to furnish better, that they may know



48
*

the only remedy I could find, that is, furnish themselves, as

mechanics do, with their own tools, and charge accordingly.

One of our present teachers is introducing the books in this

way, while the trustees of districts number 1 and 4 are au-

thorizing the introduction of them in another way.

In regard to licensing teachers, one thing troubles me. We
are sometimes compelled to license a man, because of his lite-

rary attainments, whose moral character we must take on

trust, we knowing nothing about that, and he producing no

written recommendations, or, if any, only such as may be

expressed in the license of some other superintendent, who,

it may be, has certified to it simply because it is a part of the

certificate given to one who passes for a scholar. If a teacher

pass as a scholar, the superintendent would give great offence

to refuse giving a license on the ground of not having satis-

factory testimonials of character. If he prove to be morally

unfit for the office of instructor, he still can take his license

where he pleases, and deceive others on our authority; and

though we protest, we cannot hinder him. I feel anxious on

this matter, because of the great responsibilities involved in

the question and the incalculable influence a teacher exerts

among his pupils. Cannot legislation do more for us in this

particular?

There seems to be one important thing still needed to im-

prove our schools more, that is, a larger amount of money

from some source. It is true the townships may raise a suffi-

ciency to make the schools entirely free ; but the amount ad-

ditional to the state appropriations appears to be too large for

us to raise. If the state would give ^150,000 there would not

be any very great difficulty in establishing, in a short time,

entirely free schools. We are trying to make the best possi-

ble use of all that is given us for this purpose, and, as it is a

power to do good with, we are anxious that it shall be in-

creased. Why not ask another lift from the state?

Thomas C. Rogers.

J
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CUMBERLAND COUNTY.

^ BRIDGETON TOWNSHIP.

Having been out of blanks, I make my return without

them, considering it of little importance, so you get the facts.

I have very little to communicate from last year's report,

only we number more children, and the schools are certainly

advancing in their studies. We tax ourselves very heavily to

support the schools, and the people, with few exceptions, do

it cheerfully; and no person that takes any notice of our

public schools can help noticing the good results arising-

from them. We have hundreds of children in our town get-

ting a good English education, that would of necessity have

been kept out of school if we had none but private schools,

because their parents are unable to pay their schooling. But

public schools we must have, and if the legislature will do

no more for us we will do it ourselves.

I thought, in connection with the report, I would send a

few samples of maps, &c., executed in our public school,

with a -copy of a monthly publication, written exclusively

by the children; also a list of the studies given by the prin-

cipal. You can judge of their merits. But, knowing you are

a great deal better acquainted with the good arising from

public schools than I am, I will proceed to my return.

Number of children in the township 775, between the ages

of 5 and 18 years. The first district includes 687; of that

number 363 are girls, and 324 boys. There are three other

districts in the township, two exclusively black or colored.

We have in all the townships 60 colored children between 5

and 18. We have expended ^2582.39 for public school pur-

poses. The school in the first district, which in fact includes

nearly the whole of the children, has been kept open the

whole year, with an average attendance of 320 children, at

a cost of about ^1.50 per quarter, including books and sta-

tionery. There has been some bills for improvement around
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the building, &c. The out districts have been poorly attended

to by the trustees ; the schools have been kept open about

six months, an average attendance of about 50 children; but

I shall refer you to the last year's report for the out districts

"—they are a.bout the same. *

I will also refer you to a list of studies furnished by prin-

cipal of the Bridgeton school, for the studies pursued there.

Lewis McBride.

Accompanying the foregoing report were several beautiful

specimens of map drawing, executed by the pupils of the

public school at Bridgeton; also a manuscript copy of a

newspaper, edited by the pupils, and devoted to the cause

of education. For this mark of attention, alike evincing the

proficiency of the scholars and the capability of our public

schools to afford a suitable education to all who are desirous

of attending, the scholars and teachers will accept my
thanks.—T. F. King.

COHANSEY TOWNSHIP.

The statement herewith shows the general condition of

affairs in this township during the past year. The smallness

of the township renders it convenient to have but one school

district, and all the children are within reach of the house in

which the public school is held. At the last town meeting

the people voted ^1500 for school purposes, which, with the

sum received from the state and the interest of the surplus

revenue of the county, makes our annual income about

$1800. Four teachers are employed by the year, at salaries

amounting in the aggregate to ^1000. All books and station-

ery are furnished to the scholars by the township. The mo-

ney received by me is paid to the trustees of the school, upon

their order, and is appropriated by them, after paying the

current expenses of the school, to the liquidation of the debt

upon the school house.

It is believed that nearly all the children of the township

have, at different periods of the year, been inmates of the
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school, although the average attendance has not exceeded

180. The teachers have been faithful, and, under their ma-

nagement and the active supervision of the board of trustees,

the children have made commendable progress in their stu-

dies, and the school has won the general confidence of the

community.

Isaac A. Sheppard.

DOWNE TOWNSHIP.

In addition to the tabular view of the state of the public

schools in our township for the year 1851, I would remark,

that two of the districts (Mauricetown and Haley's districts)

have become incorporated according to the late act, and have

agreed to raise funds, in addition to what they receive from

other public sources, sufficient to sustain their schools the

whole, or greater part of the year, which we hope will be

an inducement for other districts to follow their example.

Mauricetown district has also made arrangements to erect,

the ensuing year, a convenient building for the accommoda-

tion of the public school; and we have no doubt, when the

enterprise shall have been completed, it will aid them in se-

curing well qualified teachers to take charge of the interests

of education among them. Some progress has also been made

in the introduction of improved books, of a more uniform cha-

racter, into some of the districts. One district having observed

that the children of a neighboring one were much more ad-

vanced, though of the same age, has been led to inquire into

the cause, and has traced it, in part, to a judicious selection

of books of a uniform character. But there is a great defi-

ciency in this particular in many of the smaller districts;

hence time and money are wasted for the want of these ne-

cessary instrumentalities. How is it possible for a teacher to

do as he ought, or as he wishes, let him be ever so well qual-

ified, who enters a school containing forty or fifty pupils hav-

ing a miscellaneous mass of books, in spelling, reading, arith-

metic, &c..^ He cannot arrange them in classes, and he is
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compelled, from necessity, to devote but a few minutes to

the instruction of each scholar. It will be perceived by every

discerning mind that a school of fifty scholars, well classed

and disciplined, can be better instructed than half the num-
ber where this is wanting. On the whole, light is advancing

on this subject in our township, and we hope the time is not

far distant when every school shall be duly supplied with a

uniform series of select books.

William Bacon.

FAIRFIELD TOWNSHIP.

I received the appointment of town superintendent at the

annual town meeting, held in March, by which you perceive

1 can only make an estimated report for the year. I have now
12 schools in full operation, all of which are well supplied

with scholars; average number 30 in each school. The two

quarters from November to May are generally full.

There has been a general desire for schools in this town-

ship the past year. I have opened several during the summer
months in places that have never had them before, by which

the small children have had an opportunity they could not

have had without them. There will probably be an addi-

tional sum raised in our township next year.

So far as this part of the country is concerned, it would
have been better policy in the legislature to have admitted

children at four years, than extending it to eighteen.

What is the law or custom with unexpended balances in

the hands of superintendents? should they be thrown into

a general fund, or divided by the districts? We have gone
on the general fund system. The business of town superin-

tendent was rather unexpectedly placed in my hands, and I

have been somewhat at a loss sometimes to know how to

act. I would be obHged, if you have any thing whereby I

might be enlightened, if you would make it known, as I

wish to do the matter about right.

Leonard Lawrence.
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GREENWICH TOWNSHIP.

At the commencement of the present year, I divided the

township of Greenwich into three districts. The 1st district

contains 221 children, the 2d, 469, and the 3d, 84, making the

whole number 774. In the 1st district there are three school

houses, and there have been three schools taught by females

in private houses. In the 2d district there is but one school

house, and in the the 3d district they have none, and in con-

sequence have been obliged to send their children to the

other district schools. The teachers have been licensed, and

are well qualified to instruct. In the 3d district they are mak-

ing exertions to erect a school house, which I presume they

will readily accomplish in time for the ne:?jt year. The whole

amount which has been received by me for the present year,

to this time, is ^532.24, consisting of the balance of last year,

the state appropriation, and the interest of the surplus fund.

There will likewise be, when the tax is collected, ^400 to be

added, raised by the township, making in the whole ^932.24.

The apportionment to each scholar is ^2.50. The charge for

tuition is from ^4.50 to $2. There has been, the present

year, considerable improvement in the qualifications of our

teachers; as they have been punctually paid, their services

have been assiduously performed. There are in this town-

ship more than 70 colored children, who receive their full

proportion of the appropriation with the whites, which will

soon relieve us from the reproach of having a single indivi-

dual unable to read or write. The supplement to the school

law is liberal in its provisions, and, where we are sufficiently

accommodated with school houses, will enable us to carry

out a thorough free school system. Had we been so fortu-

nate in the revision of our constitution as to have limited

the sessions of our legislature to two or more years, and ap-

))ropriated the twenty or thirty thousand dollars thus expend-

rd to carry out our school system, we should have conferred

a great blessing upon the state, and have relieved the people

from a heavy tax.

Wm. B. Ewing.
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HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP.

I cannot say that our schools are any better than they

were last year, but the general interest in education is im-

proving. One new district has been formed, from a part of

Deerfield and Hopewell townships, numbering 54 scholars.

The inhabitants of that district erected a new school house,

24 by 28 feet, at a cost of about ^400. It is finished in mo-

dern style, with desks to accommodate only two scholars at

each.

In the 4th district a new school house is being built of

unburnt bricks, 26 by 36 feet, two stories high, to be fur-

nished with Mott's iron chairs, estimated to cost about SlOOO.

It will be finished by the 20th of this month, and the school

removed to it, which is now open in the old house in the

district.

School district number 5 has voted tax to build a school

house next season. Every district in this township will then

have a good school house in it, except number 9, which is

composed wholly of colored inhabitants. They have a school

now open in a private house, taught by a colored man.

There is no improvement among our school teachers from

last year, all are respectable; there is not so much deficiency

in scholarship as in " ability to teach.*^ Had the last appro-

priation of our legislature for the benefit of public schools

been for the establishment of one or more normal schools,

where teachers could learn the art of teaching, I think the

public schools would have received more benefit from the

money expended than they do now.

Geo. Bidwell.

MILLVILLE TOWNSHIP.

Enclosed you will receive the report of the general condi-

tion of the schools in this township.

The schools are in active operation in every district, and
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I am satisfied are doing well and giving general satisfaction.

Teachers, well qualified for their honorable and arduous du-

ties, have been secured in each district, and a healthy tone

pervades our entire community, in reference to the impor-

tant consideration of instructing the youth of the township.

The new law gives general satisfaction. One district is in-

corporated in accordance with the supplement, and in the

ensuing spring every district in the township will be, for the

purpose of raising funds for educational objects; in short, a

complete "change has come over the spirits" of our people.

E. B. Richmond.

ESSEX COUNTY.

NEW PROVIDENCE TOWNSHIP.

Our schools, you will perceive by the above table, are not

very forward, and but a small portion of the children attend

school, and even these very unsteadily. The plan of hiring

teachers by the month, does not make it their interest to get

all the children into the school ; whereas, if their emoluments

depended upon their exertions to obtain as many children

as they could, I know from experience many more children

might be collected in school.

The law giving the trustees power over the superin-

tendent, in licensing teachers, has a bad effect. The trustees

will hire a teacher, and when it suits their convenience will

call upon the superintendent to license him, whether qualified

or not. They have employed him, and he must be licensed.

There is another matter that ought to be remedied. The
trustees will not take care to make a true report of the num-
ber of scholars in the district; they will generally make the

number large enough, and commonly too large; it is their

interest to do so, and there is no check upon them. The super-
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intendent ought to be required to do this, and to be paid for

it, or the trustees should make their return under oath.

The school system has not answered the purpose intended,

so far as my experience goes. There is not as many children

schooled, in proportion to the whole, as was formerly. Thirty

or forty years ago our schools were larger and better taught

than now.

John Littell.

RAHWAY TOWNSHIP.

I send you above the report of our township schools for

the year ; it is as accurate as I can make it. It has been very

difficult to ascertain precisely the number of months in which

each scholar has attended school. There are several things

in the report which need explanation. In the first place, as

to the large number of scholars who have attended school

less than four months. This is owing to the fact that our

largest district, which embraces, indeed, nearly one half of

the children in the township, is engaged in building a new
school house; and the trustees of the district have been

obliged to disband the schools since April last, as no suitable

building could in the meantime be procured for their tempo-

rary occupancy. This is to be regretted, but seems to be un-

avoidable. We hope before long to get our new building

finished, and again to undertake the work with new vigor.

In the next place, as to the small average of time during

which the schools have been opened. This has arisen from

the difficulty experienced, in quite a number of districts

during the summer and fall, in getting good teachers. In

some instances this defect is now supplied, and with a very

excellent prospect of increased success to the schools. I must

also observe, that although the tuition price is put down in

the report as heretofore, yet that it applies to only a part of

the year. So long as the appropriation in each case lasts the

schools are strictly free, as the late law requires. A few of

the districts receive enough to be kept free all the year round.
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My experience during the year has made it very apparent

to me that we have both cause of congratulation and also for

renewed energy. We have made decided progress, but there

are still hinderances. A very prominent hinderance in the way
of complete success, is the need of suitable school houses. In

several cases the houses are so small for the large number of

pupils attending, that the best furnished teacher can do

neither himself nor his pupils justice. It is pleasing, however,

to see that there is a laudable desire, at least, to improve in

this respect. Old school houses have been refitted, and we
hope in a few years to see every district in possession of such

a school house as shall be an ornament to the place, and shall

comport with the noble object for which it is designed. An-

other drawback is the want, in a number of cases, of suitable

school furniture and apparatus. Some are quite destitute of

even suitable maps and blackboards. I consider this a very im-

portant defect. In a few instances I have succeeded in urging

the trustees to procure a set of outline maps, and, as might be

expected, with an evident and immediate good result to the

pupils. We suffer greatly, also, from the exceeding difficulty

of procuring good teachers. This, indeed, is partly owing to

the smallness of the compensation which some of the districts

can allow. But, whatever be the cause, it is a main hin-

derance in the way, and one which a liberal policy must re-

move before the public school system can efi'ect aU the good
of which it is capable.

On the other hand, it is very cheering to observe so mani-

fest a progress among our people in right views on the great

subject of education. One pleasing indication of this is seen

in the erection of our new school house in Franklin district.

This, when completed, will be a substantial and handsome
brick building, 60 feet by 40, and three stories high. The two
upper floors are to be devoted to the schools of the district,

and the lower story to be used as a public lecture room. It

is the intention of the district to have the interior arrange-

ments fitted up after the most approved models. It will cost

about ^8000. But an indication of progress, not less gratify-

ing, is the fact that this enterprise has secured the steady and
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hearty cooperation of all the inhabitants of the district. The

unanimity with which the tax was voted to carry through

such a project shows that the subject of education has taken

a strong hold on the minds of our people. I cannot but hope

that the neighboring district will, within a year, follow this

good example. But I will not weary you with further de-

tails. You see that while we are still at a good distance from

the right standard, yet, on the whole, the year just closed

gives us cheering signs of encouragement.

Chas. K. Imbrie.

GLOUCESTER COUNTY

DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP.

The public schools show education in a low state, nearly

all the more advanced scholars attending other schools, which

are well conducted and in high repute. I am not able to

state the number studying the different branches, and various

other particulars queried after, in consequence of the defi-

ciency of several of the reports; and this deficiency is caused

mainly by the district trustees and teachers not being sup-

plied with copies of the law, and the State Superintendent's

requirements under it. I do not know of more than one copy

of the old law and instructions in the hands of trustees, and

I have not seen the instructions under the new law. I called

on the county collector for them, as directed, and was informed

he had never seen them. In regard to school houses, there is

scarce a house in the township that, strictly speaking, belongs

to the district. The district trustees use the houses by per-

mission from the legal owners, and in most cases some of

the trustees are owners.

There does not seem to be any particular system of in-

struction, and, as for books, there is such an endless variety,
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that teachers cannot classify to advantage. This is a subject

that demands the attention of parents, as the trustees have

not funds to use for this purpose. True the law authorizes

the trustees to say what books shall be used; but, unless pa-

rents are willing to cooperate and do their part, no important

change can be made. In many instances parents seem to think

the state has taken the responsibility of educating their child-

ren off their shoulders, and therefore give themselves Ho fur-

ther concern about the matter; and the consequence is, our

district schools have not kept pace with the improvements of

the age : many of our most intelligent citizens think they are

retrograding, and that the idea of having free schools, with

funds barely sufficient to give each child one quarter's tui-

tion in a year, is doing more harm than the money does good.

Benjamin I. Lord.

FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP.

In compliance with requirements of the 13th section of the

act to establish public schools, relative to the duty of town

superintendents, this, my second report, is respectfully sub-

mitted.

At our town meeting, last March, the question was asked,

how much money are we entitled by law to raise? when it

was unanimously resolved that one thousand dollars should

be assessed for school purposes. It was subsequently ascer-

tained, however, that, according to the 4th section of the

school act, we were limited to ^700. This, together with the

amount raised by districts, and received from the state and

surplus revenue, realizes for the support of the schools of this

township ^1825.86, which, by comparing with my last re-

port, shows an increase of nearly one thousand dollars; con-

clusive evidence to induce me to again report "progress" in

the condition of our schools.

Of the twelve districts of the township, but one, either

through carelessness or from a spirit of indifference, improved

the advantage of becoming incorporated. In this district that
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spirit which animated our pilgrim fathers has, as it were, in-

cited them to noble deeds; and they have made a trial of the

benefits bestowed upon them by our wise legislators last

winter, raising sufficient money by tax to open the doors of

the school room, and to extend the blessings of our public

school system to all, whether bond or free, rich or poor; all

have the privilege of entering and preparing themselves for

future "usefulness.

I would however remark, that the ^500 raised in this

district, the larger part, owing to the fact of its being an ex-

tensive manufacturing village, as are nearly all in this part

of the state, was paid by a few individuals; yet, without

murmuring, they have rwbly sustained the free school prin-

ciple: and, as far as I am acquainted, its results, during the

short space of time it has been in operation, has far exceeded

the expectation of its most sanguine friends.

Although I have not heard a dissenting voice in this town-

ship to the principle of free schools, yet it is the general

opinion that a larger head or poll tax should be laid upon

each individual, that the burthen of supporting our schools

may not become too heavy upon the rich nor too easy upon

the poor, but that all may assist in contributing to their sup-

port, according to their several ability.

I have endeavored to comply, as near as my statistics af-

ford me the information, with the form of the blanks you

sent me; but as they are limited in their requirements, I send

you a general view, as obtained by me during the current

year.

I have yet to complain of the qualifications of some of our

teachers. It is greatly to be regretted that men so illy quali-

fied for their post have been selected to conduct the educa-

tion of our children. The time has scarcely yet past when
teaching was supposed to be a calling which any one could

at any time take up. The man who failed in business, and

knew nothing else to which he could so readily turn his

hands, imagined himself fully qualified to "teach the young

idea how to shoot" if he could only read a little, write any

sort of a hand, cypher as far as the "rule of three, and spell
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correctly book in hand, so as to be sure not to miss when

hearing the class. Even the foreigner coming to our shores,

with but a stammering pronunciation of our tongue, was

often thought the most worthy candidate for the schoolmas-

ter's chair; and deficiency in learning, in correct enunciation

and emphasis, was fully compensated, in the estimation of

most, by his dexterous use of the ferrule or birch.

Although the inhabitants generally are somewhat awak-

ened from that almost fatal lethargy which has so long per-

vaded the minds of the community in relation to the condi-

tion of the common schools, they are not willing, as in

days gone by, to intrust the care of their children to those

who, "having become too old and infirm to take care of the

pigs, are sent to take care of the children ;" yet they do not

manifest as deep an interest in the choice of their teacher as

they should, knowing that the welfare of their children, their

influence and standing in society, their future usefulness, and

in fact their all, depend in a great measure upon those im-

pressions which they receive in the school room.

In the selection of men to take the charge of business of

any other nature, every precaution is taken to ascertain

whether the candidate possesses the qualifications and skill re-

quisite for the faithful and profitable discharge of incumbent

duties. This we consider the part of wisdom. But in the em-

ployment of those who are to educate and train the youthful

mind, and fit the untutored and ignorant child of to-day, for

the virtuous, intelligent, and useful citizen of to-morrow, a

far diflferent course has been pursued.

In examining the schools, I find that where they have been

successful in the selection of teachers, and obtain those quali-'

fied to discharge the faithful responsibility which devolves

upon the faithful teacher, that all other obstacles have pro-

portionably diminished ; children attend more regularly, there

is a deeper interest manifested in the welfare of the school,

parents visit the school room, suitable books are provided,

and, in general, all things relative to the condition of the

school assume an encouraging aspect.

If so much, then, depends upon the teacher, does it not

F
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become the duty of the state to provide for the maintenance

and support of a normal school, whereunto that abundance

of raw material which we now possess might resort, to be-

come better qualified to discharge the duties of the school

room ?

In perusing the history of the rise and progress of the pub-

lic school system in other states, I find that that interest,

which has finally wrought such a great change, commenced

with the establishment of normal schools and teachers' se-

minaries. Profiting, then, by the experience of others, why
is it that New Jersey, when she can boast of more than any

other state in the Union, is so backward in providing those

means for improving her common schools, which her citizens

and the improvement of the age so earnestly demand?

We cannot, however, expect to educate the mass in so

short a period ; the task of educating the immortal mind can-

not be accomplished in a month or year; yet if New Jersey

continues those laudable efforts in carrying on and com-

pleting the reform which she has already commenced, she

may ere long

" boast as great

As any other sister state."

James B, Boucher.

HUNTERDON COUNTY.

ALEXANDRIA TOWNSHIP.

Having been chosen superintendent of public schools in

Alexandria township, Hunterdon county, I do, in accordance

with my duty, submit the following report

:

The number of whole districts in this township is fifteen

and seven parts, which, together with portions of adjacent

townships, form whole districts, numbering twenty-two un-
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der my supervision. Of this number twelve have been kept

open during the whole year, and eight have been open but

a part of the time, for the reason that they were not able to

obtain and support a competent teacher. Two others have

been building new school houses, and have had no school;

these buildings, however, are now near completion, and will

be suitable and comfortable houses for the districts.

The condition of the schools at the present time is encour-

aging. Many of them are in a flourishing state, under the

care of competent teachers and attentive trustees; others, and

in more retired portions of the township, are not so prosper-

ous, on account of the lack of interest felt by the people ge-

nerally, or the parents more particularly, in the progress of

education. The trustees are mostly incompetent or unwilling

to perform the duty required of them by law ; consequently

we see the educational interest languish, the school small,

and an inferior teacher employed.

The whole number of children in the township is twelve

hundred and fifty-seven. Of this number about an average

of two-thirds attend school ; four-fifths are learning the pri-

mary branches in nine of the district schools: in connection

with these, geography, grammar, and history are taught.

The terms of tuition in most of the district schools are,

two dollars per quarter for the primary branches, and fifty

cents extra for any of the higher branches; but some of the

districts employ their teachers by the month, and pay them

according to their agreement.

The number of teachers at this time employed in the

township is fourteen. Of these only one has been refused a

license ; four others were licensed only to teach reading,

writing, and arithmetic, that being all that was required in

the district that employed them. The remainder are amply

qualified; some four or five are excellent scholars and mo-

ral men, and every way well qualified to accomplish with

credit their arduous duties. The number of female teachers

is three, and all are adults, but not past the meridian of life.

The general character of the teachers is good, and their mo-

rality I have endeavored to be cautious about ascertaining

;
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their qualifications generally have borne a fair test. One

thing we have to lament, it is that many of the school teach-

ers are not permanent, or do not intend to make it a perma-

nent business, but only attend to it so as to facilitate their

entering some other avocation at a more auspicious season.

Another grand difficulty we have to contend with is the

want of uniformity in the school books, and until some mode
is adopted to accomplish that end, we must still labor on as

before. As it now is, no definite mode of teaching can be

successful.

The condition of the school houses is as follows : four are

built of stone, and are one story high, with one room, and

in a good state of repair ; eight are built of wood, and are

comfortable and in a good condition; the remainder are old,

and mostly ill fitted for the purpose for which they are used

:

some of them are too much dilapidated to be comfortable as

stables, yet the children are sent to them, as the only place

to obtain their limited education.

The number of visits I have made to the different schools

is thirty-two ; and this I have had to do alone, as but few of

the trustees show any interest in the matter ; and were it

not for the interest I feel in the schools, the visiting would

be a sorry task indeed.

The amount of funds received for school purposes this

year is ^1049.04. This has been .apportioned according to

the number of children in the several districts, and paid out

upon a written order of the trustees, quarterly or otherwise,

as was required, but for no purpose except to pay for teach-

ing.

Considering every disadvantage that we have encoun-

tered, there has been some improvement in most of our com-

mon schools during the past year. In my estimation there

fcieems to be a more vigorous impulse given to the cause of

education in nearly every part of the township, and as soon

as we can see the people generally wake up, and give the

cause their encouragement, we will see the dawning of a

better day.

C. Bartolette.
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EAST AMWELL TOWNSHIP.

In my report I include only the children that are taught

in our township. There is a number of children who reside

in my township, and were returned to me, but were taught

out of the township, which I do not report. Our school dis-

tricts are cut up so small, that nearly one half of them are

not able to keep a school open more than half the time, and

are generally supplied by teachers of the lowest class. I

think it would be well if the legislature would enact a law

declaring that each district should contain at least 100 chil-

dren between the age of 5 and 18 years. We would then

be able to abolish a part of the district, and enable the re-

mainder to keep open their schools the whole time, and con-

ducted by the best of teachers. By the passage of such an

act, I think we would be advancing the interest of the

poorer part of our state. I also beg leave to say, that I think

the public money should be apportioned among the several

counties in the ratio of the number of children actually

taught. We suffer from the present mode of distribution.

Jacob S. Manners.

KINGWOOD TOWNSHIP.

There has been received from the school fund ^297.24, as

above stated, which together with the interest of the surplus

revenue (which was ordered to be put to the use of schools),

not yet received, will be about ^228, making an aggre-

gate of ^525.24, exceeding the appropriation of last year

by ^325.34. The excess of appropriation has given life and

vigor to the schools, and it is easy to observe the improve-

ment since last year. The schools have been (and will be)

better attended, and in some cases the trustees have obtained

better teachers. On the whole, our schools are in a more

prosperous condition than heretofore.

Our greatest difficulty at present is the want of good
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school houses, and located' in the most convenient places in

the different districts. About one half of our school houses

are unfit for use, on account of their dilapidated condition,

-to say nothing of their ill constructed and unseemly appear-

ance. This is known and felt by all, and the question has

been raised in all such districts, how shall we remedy this

defect ? Why, by erecting a new and convenient edifice.

How are the funds to be raised? Some say by voluntary sub-

scription, others say the law authorizes us to become incor-

porated, and raise the money by direct taxation upon the

persons and property of the district, which is strenuously

objected to by others ; and so the matter drops. Allow me
to suggest, that I believe the late supplement to the law, so

far as relates to the incorporation of districts, is uncalled for,

and has a tendency to retard the improvement of school

houses (as above stated), and that it would not, if put in prac-

tice, operate equally (in regard to benefit and expense) on

the inhabitants of said districts, for the reason (in the coun-

try especially) it is agreed by all a good house and school

convenient to a farm or lot enhances the value of said pro-

perty ; and is proved by the fact, that every person offering

such property for sale will set out in their advertisements (in

describing its good properties) that it is convenient to a good

school. This admitted, those situated in the extreme end or

corner of a school district (many of the districts large) would

have many disadvantages in comparison with those conve-

nient. It would not raise the value of their property, and it

would not be so convenient for them to send to school at all

seasons of the year, and sometimes not at all, on account of

bad roads. Some have to cross fields and forests, and the dis-

tance too great to make it practicable for small children,

while those convenient would not be subject to these incon-

veniences. Yet such persons would be compelled to contri-

bute a full share. It is true it requires a large vote to carry

out these measures. Nevertheless such is the law, and affords

matter for discussion, and those to be benefited will listen to

nothing else, consequently our school houses remain as they

are.

Isaac R. Srope,
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READINGTON TOWNSHIP.

My data are entirely insufficient to make out a complete

report. I have made the schedule as complete as possible

from the brief and imperfect returns which I have received,

supplying what deficiencies I could from the necessarily li-

mited statistics which 1 have been able to collect when visit-

ing schools. There are no registers (except such as are the

private property of the teachers) in any of the schools;

and, as teachers are continually changing their location

there are no means of obtaining even an approximation,

to the number of children taught, or who have attended

school for any given number of months during the present

year. The number of children taught in our schools is larger

than in former years: the average in our twelve schools (ele-

ven districts) is probably over four hundred. The inhabit-

ants being mostly an agricultural population, the larger boys

are kept at work on the farm during the spring and summer
months, and attend school only in the autumn and winter. The

trustees of some of the schools, in accordance with the wishes

of the people, have appropriated part of their quota of pub-

lic moneys in such manner as to have free schools for part

of the summer and part of the winter, making in the inter-

mediate time pay schools.

The board of chosen freeholders not having appointed

examiners, the duty of examining teachers has devolved upon

the superintendent, who, since the 14th of April last, has ex-

amined four female and eighteen male teachers, of which

number two were rejected on account of incapacity. Of the

whole number examined, fifteen are natives of New Jersey,

four of Connecticut, one of Massachusetts, one of New York,

and one of England. Of those rejected, one is a native of

New Jersey and the other of Connecticut. A majority of the

people of this township are decidedly in favor of free schools,

though not so favorable to the present system. A larger ap-

propriation from the revenues of the state towards this ob-

ject, even if it be necessary to levy a tax for the support of
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the state government, would better meet the wishes of the

people of this township.

One half of the teachers of this township attended the

teachers' institute, held at Somerville in November last, with

manifest benefit to them and their pupils. It is hoped that

the time is not far distant when state appropriations will

enable us to hold an institute annually in every county of

our state.

Joseph Thompson.

TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP.

During the past year there has been a sensible increase of

interest in the cause of education throughout our township.

No new school houses have been erected, but the old ones

have been made more comfortable and pleasant, and are

having added to their.inner adornments a map of the county,

furnished by the liberality of the board of chosen freeholders.

There is also a commendable desire to adopt the improve-

ments of the day.

I beg leave, in this report, to express my satisfaction with

the provisions of the late supplement to the school law, as

calculated to give efficiency and permanency to our districts,

with the exception, however, of section seventh. This sec-

tion, if construed literally, requires a thing utterly impracti- \/
cable, unless there is sufficient money appropriated by the

state and township to make the schools free for at least nine

months of the year, as otherwise there is not sufficient money
in hand to pay the teacher until the month of December. I

have felt it to be my duty to disregard the provision of this

section of the law, under the conviction that to enforce it

would at once engender strifes, embarrass teachers, and, in

other ways, work injury to the cause of common schools. I

sincerely hope the present legislature will repeal this section,

or pass an act " explaining it away."
It has long been my opinion, rather strengthened by con-

tinued observation and experience, that the law allows chil-
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dren school money at too early an age. There is a disposi-

tion to locate districts and school houses and arrange schools

with reference to the wants mere infants, rather than to

those of youth better fitted to derive solid advantage from

attendance upon school. It is the opinion, I believe of the

best judges in the matter, that six or seven is a more suita-

ble age than five, for children to enter the district school

:

and it seems unwise to devote so much of the funds of the

state to a class of persons so incompetent to derive very

great profit from it. A bill for an appropriation for the pur-

pose of taking care of small children whose parents desire

merely to get them out of their way, would be rejected with

contempt by the legislature ; and yet no small portion of its

noble appropriation is, in fact, absorbed in the attainment of

that very end. This opinion has been formed with refer-

ence to no particular district or township, but to every part of

the state from which I have been able to get information.

Akthur B. Noll.

WEST AMWELL TOWNSHIP.

In making my remarks upon the general character of the

schools in West Amwell, I think the report will not agree

with my views of recommendations heretofore made. The

schools which are taught within the township are numbers

1, 2, 3, and 4. In numbers 3 and 4 the teachers have been

hired by the trustees of the districts, and paid from the pub-

lic funds, making the schools free in both of the districts

during the seven months which precede the present one.

One of the districts, number 3, reports 72 scholars in West

Amwell, and about 10 in Hopewell, Mercer county, and the

school has averaged, as per report, about 16. Number 4 re-

ports 84 scholars, and the average about 13. The teacher

of number 3 was engaged at ^50 per quarter, and all the

district invited to send their children, with the result as

above. Thus you perceive the price per quarter has exceeded

^3, and in district number 4 it has cost the public almost

^4 per quarter to educate the children of that district.
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In districts numbers 1 and 2 the houses have been crowd-

ed with children, and far more^ attention paid to the cause of

education. Number 1 receives a number of children from

Delaware township, and number 2 about half her scholars

from East Amwell, which are not included in this report.

Thus, you perceive, the free schools have been very sparingly

attended, while those where the teachers receive pay from

the patrons or supporters of the schools have been well at-

tended; which is a true statement of the case. But perhaps

there are other causes, better imagined than given in detail.

The inhabitants of West Amwell, at their last annual

town meeting, appeared spirited about schools, and all spoke

in high terms of the additional school fund, and raised a very

decent amount in the township by tax for the support of

public schools; and it is a very popular idea that the tax

raised upon bonds and mortgages should be applied exclu-

sively to school funds within the townships; but my opinion

is, that the system of enforcing a tax exclusively for the sup-

port of schools will not be the proper way to nurture the

important cause, unless there could be a fund in some way
raised therefrom for the indigent scholars within the town-

ship. And this system involves another difficulty, which is,

making the distinction.

I believe the people are awaking in general to the impor-

tance of the subject, arid feel an ardent desire that every ses-

sion of the legislature will do something to advance the

cause in which we are all so deeply interested, or at least in

removing any and all obstacles that tend to impede its pro-

gress.

In making the foregoing humble remarks, I have endea-

vored to lay before you in the plainest manner the facts, and

hope that the legislature, in their assembled wisdom, will

improve their time, or at least a portion of it, in deliberating

upon this important subject.

N. V. Young.
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MERCER COUNTY.

EAST WINDSOR TOWNSHIP.

Being chosen superintendent last spring, I then received

assurances that ^1858.26 might be expected for distribution

during the present year ; I therefore apportioned said suln to

868 children, the number returned, and authorized the trus-

tees of -each district to draw quarterly, in proportion to the

several numbers returned. Seven districts, out of twelve, are

likely to make four quarterly terms, and have drawn accord-

ingly; the remaining five are likely to make no more than

three terms, and have drawn their funds accordingly.

In answering the above drafts, for the purpose of giving

satisfaction and preventing confusion, I have advanced pay-

ment out of my private funds, which has given satisfaction

to the people and energy to the schools.

I have visited some of the districts once each quarter, and

others not so frequent, but I have examined into the condi-

tion of all, and am prepared to say that nearly all have been

well conducted and numerously attended by scholars. Eleven

male teachers have been employed, at salaries ranging from

sixty to one hundred dollars per quarter. Two female

teachers have been employed part of the year, at from

thirty to fifty dollars per quarter. The trustees have endea-

vored, in some instances, to stipulate with teachers for a cer-

tain amount per quarter, which I think more economical than

to pay ^2 per quarter when the schools are likely to be very

full. However, we have no complaining or murmuring, but

the expression of general satisfaction and friendly feeling in

reference to school arrangements.

In conclusion, I confess that this is no more than a mere

apology for a report, and while I ask indulgence, all the

reason I can offer is that the time which I had allotted for

the purpose of making out my report in detail has been se-

verely cold and my health exceedingly feeble ; and, if I can
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do any thing in future to atone for past neglect, I am not

only willing to try, but it will give me great satisfaction if

by any sacrifice of service I may contribute to the promotion

of education, which under the divine sanction is a great

blessing.

R. E. Morrison.

EWING TOWNSHIP.

Our schools are, perhaps, as well attended as those of

Other townships, yet there is a lamentable want of attention

on the part of parents and guardians to see that the children

attend regularly, and also to enforce the duty of being pre-

pared for recitation when there. If children are not made to

feel the necessity of obeying the laws of school, they cannot

be expected to make that progress that will be creditable to

the teacher or beneficial to the scholar. In some of our

schools there is manifestly great improvement, especially in

spelling, reading, and writing; my own opinion is, that if

there could be some means devised to lead those who, from

their relation to the children, must desire their best interest,

to attend at least the examination of the school at the close of

each quarter, they would feel a deeper interest in the educa-

tion of our children and youth; but those matters that we

are least familiar with have least of our regard or our atten-

tion. The teachers complain that none come to look or listen,

and thereby encourage both the teacher and the scholar.

Our school houses are all comfortable. In one district they

have built a new house, which, when finished according to

design, will be an ornament, and I hope a pattern for others

to follow. There is a diversity of opinion in regard to the

school law. There is no doubt room for improvement, in

what particular it would not become me to say ; but I hope

that those authorized to amend and revise will so amend as

to make the means of education accessible to all, and thereby

leave no excuse for remaining ignorant. We have three male
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and two female teachers, varying in age from eighteen to fifty

years; they are generally qualified for their stations.

Ralph V. Quick.

PRINCETON TOWNSHIP.

In addition to my statistical report, I deem it necessary to

say but little. You will be pleased to learn that the cause of

education seems to be growing more and more important in

the estimation of the inhabitants of Princeton township. At

the last annual town meeting, a sum of money, equal to one

dollar for every child capable of attending school, was voted

to be raised by tax. I have no reason to believe that our

people will not do all that the cause demands, so far as rais-

ing money is concerned. The principal number of children,

and the principal amount of money raised and distributed,

are embraced within one district (number 6) of the township.

That district embraces the greater part of the borough of

Princeton.

A very small portion of the children of this district attend

the public district school. There are many other schools

—

some for girls, some for boys, some mixed. Some of these

schools are under the control of religious denominations, and

are generally called parochial schools.

When I assumed the office of town superintendent, I found

that my predecessors, who were educated and highly respect-

able men, had been in the habit of distributing the public

money among these church schools proportionably with the

public schools, and that such distribiUion appeared to be not

only acquiesced in, but preferred by the inhabitants. The

friends and patrons of the several parochial schools united

in voting a tax at the town meeting, as before mentioned,

with the expectation, as I am assured and believe, that those

schools should receive their proportion of the school money,

according to the mode of distribution hitherto adopted.

I have been somewhat embarrassed in ascertaining my
duty in distributing the pubhc money. The construction

G
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given to the 12th section of the school law, by the Attorney

General and by the State Superintendent, restricting the pro-

visions of that section to the society of Friends and to those

schools which were organized prior to the passage of the act

of 1846, seems not to be acquiesced in by the friends of pa-

rochial schools.

As the number of those friendly to such schools within

district number 6 is large, and as they, by reason of their

number, as well as their influence, are entitled to a respect-

ful consideration, I feel it to be my duty to make mention of

them in this report, hoping that the legislature will do what

you have heretofore asked to be done, namely, declare defi-'

nitely what is the meaning of the said 12th section, so as to

save the expense and avoid the evils of resorting to courts

of law to attain that object, and relieve town superintendents

from this source of embarrassment.

I do not know that I can better present the points of dif-

ference growing out of the 12th section of the school law,

than by stating the several positions assumed by the friends

and patrons of parochial schools, when urging their claim to

a share of the school money, which are briefly the follow-

ing :

1. That the society of Friends is not the only religious de-

nomination whose church disciphne provides for the esta-

blishment of schools and election of trustees.

2. Such being the case, it is both unequal and unjust to

deny the benefits of the 12th section to other denominations,

while they are granted to the society of Friends.

3. That it is contrary to the spirit and reason of the law

to limit the provisions of said section to those schools that

were organized prior to the act of 1846 ; and that the prin-

ciple of construction, as laid down by our supreme court in

parallel cases, as found in The Slate v. Slites, 1 Green 176,

and Perrine v. Farr, 1 Zabriskie 364, if applied to this sec-

tion, will not favour, but forbid such restriction.

4. That our legislature, in inserting this 12th section in

the law of 1837, and again in the law of 1846, have mani-

fested a favorable consideration for schools organized under
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the supervision of religious denominations; and that, witli-

out some such provision in favor of church schools, the pre-

sent system of common schools would probably never have

been adopted.

5. That when, in furtherance of the canse of education, a

community, or a portion of a community, ] defer to send their

children to those primary schools which are under the super-

vision of their church, the patrons of such schools ought not

to be denied their just quota of public school money ; on the

contrary, such denial, especially to citizens who are taxed to

raise such school money, is a flagrant act of injustice, and

manifestly tends to hinder the permanent prosperity of the

present school system.

6. That while the patrons of parochial schools claim their

proportion of the public money, and prefer such schools for

the sake of religious instruction, which in some cases are ex-

cluded from the state schools, they do not desire to wage war

against the schools under the control of the state ; on the

contrary, they would leave the people free to send their chil-

dren to schools organized by the church or by the state, as

circumstances might render advisable, so that both the

friends of parochial and of common schools may help for-

ward the cause of education without conflict, both contribut-

ing and both receiving their just proportion of the public

school money.

7. That the legislature ought to remove from the statute

any indefinite or ambiguous terms which lead to diflereut

constructions and ministrations of the law in difi'erent places,

and ought to enlarge, rather than restrict the rights of con-

science in promoting the cause of education.

8. That the foregoing view of the subject is not sectarian;

on the contrary, the law, as restricted to the single denomi-

nation of the Friends, becomes sectarian, partial, and une-

qual. We claim equality among all denominations. The Me-
thodists, the Episcopalians, the Presbyterians, the Baptists,

the Catholics, and all other religious denominations, are en-

titled to equal privileges and equal rights of conscience with

the Friends; and the latter ^ect do not desire to have it

otherwise.
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9. That there is no incompatibihty between these two
classes of schools, viz. those organized under churches and
those organized as common schools. Both may flourish to-

gether in the same neighborhood, or in different neighbor-

hoods. The whole population will enter upon the cause of

education ; some under the one form, and some under the

other, and thereby more money will be contributed, more

children will be at school, and a more cordial support will

be insured to the system of primary education throughout

our state.

I desire to add only one word more to this report. In sec-

tion 7th of the act of 1851, the schools in the several districts

are required to be maintained as free schools. Some doubts

are entertained whether the schools of religious denomina-

tions, established under the 12th section of the act of 1846,

are not also required to be free. I think this matter should

be cleared of all doubt.

0. H. Bartine.

TRENTON TOWNSHIP.

From the statement herewith sent, it will be perceived

that less than one-third of the children of this city have at-

tended the public schools; nearly as many again would at-

tend, but for the want of room. We have two academies,

both constructed of brick, one containing eight rooms and

the other four rooms; they were built expressly for public

schools. We rent two other rooms, which are intended for

primary rooms, and have one other room for the colored

children ; each room will average about sixty-five scholars.

Great care has been taken for the selection of proper loca-

tions and other conveniences. We have two male, and thir-

teen female teachers, all every way competent, and manifest

by their strict attention a great degree of interest in behalf

of the pupils under their charge. We have recently been de-

prived of a very estimable teacher (Miss Mitchell) who was

removed by death, after a short illness; with that exception,

a good degree of health has prevailed throughout. The aca-
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demy, in first ward, has received a valuable present, during

the past summer, from our late worthy town superintendent

(Doctor Skelton) of a well selected hbrary of 200 volumes of

choice works, which is highly appreciated. Additions are

continually being made thereto by the pupils, and no doubt

ere long it will prove a great benefit to the schools. Great

care has been taken for the comfort and convenience of the

schools; frequent visits have proven beneficial. A small ad-

dition to our funds would afford ample means to school all

those who might apply for admission ; and I would suggest

the propriety of your recommending the legislature to have

the law amended in such a manner that every tax payer

shall contribute something towards the support of the schools;

by which means, in order to make them free, they may be

carried on without resorting to a levy, which I very much

fear will have to be made, and without which many children

will be deprived of admission.

I would here state, that I think the ages for admission

should be changed, so as to read from 6 or 7 to 18, instead

of 5 to 18 years. Several years' experience with the govern-

ment of public schools leads me to believe, as it must every

candid mind, that five years of age is too young. Another

amendment I would suggest, namely, that the several town

superintendents make out and transmit, semi-annually, on

the first of April and October, to the State Superintendent a

report. By having their accounts balanced at such periods,

it will prove very beneficial, and enable their successors

(who are almost annually being changed) to make up their

reports without any difiiculty. I mention the above dates

because, on or about the first of April, the town superin-

tendents and teachers are to report and have their accounts

settled with the several township committees, and by the

first of October they will either have or know the receipts

for the year. Much improvement yet remains to be made in

our public schools ; and it is to be hoped, that through the

multiplicity of suggestions offered, that some simple mode

may be discovered that will remedy the evils that now exist

in many of them.

Ab'm R. Hakris.
G*
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MIDDLESEX COUNTY.

NORTH BRUNSWICK TOWNSHIP.

The statement sent fails entirely to exhibit the real amount

of moneys that will be raised and applied to school purposes

this year in the township of North Brunswick. Nor does the

statement for last year (1850), in your annual report, exhibit

the truth in this respect. There was ^1307.82 applied last

year, instead of "^653.91." Not less than ^6000 will be de-

voted to the great and good cause this year in this township.

At our last town meeting (April 1851), a tax of ^3 for every

scholar reported in 1850 was ordered, which, if collected,

would amount to $7320. The allotment to this township for

1851, from the state fund, is $1409.38; so that if there was no

loss upon the township tax, the whole available amount

would be $8729.38. By this you will observe that I make a

large allowance for loss when I speak of $6000.

Here is a difficulty. You are misled, and if it occurs gene-

rally throughout the state, the legislature has but slim know-

ledge of the condition of its school finances. The cause seems

this—the township tax is not fully due, and therefore not

collected before the 20th or 22d of December, while the town

superintendent's report must be made by the 15th of De-

cember. The law requires that he shall read his report to the

State Superintendent at the "next annual town meeting."

But, to give a fair and true account of school affairs, he must

then (under present circumstances) read a very different re-

port. Again, his four visits to the districts are now made

within eight months, to meet the demand of the law on the

15th of December. How, then, does he represent in his re-

port the remaining four months, save by anticipation ? To
remove these difficulties, it seems to me that a year should

intervene. The report I now make should be made Decem-

ber 15, 1852. I act upon precedents. There may be others
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elsewhere ; I do not see how ours can be exactly right. The
1st district (North Brunswick) has become incorporated under

the law of last winter, under the name " the North Brunswick "^

Public School." At a district meeting, duly called and nu-

merously attended, the trustees were ordered to appropriate

the whole apportionment that would fall to us to the erec-

tion of a building for a public free school (reserving a suffi-

cient amount for the immediate need of a school near the

steamboat landing), and authorized them also to borrow

^2000, should it be necessary. As usual, the brunt of work
has fallen upon me. However, we have secured a good plan,

completed the drawings and specifications, and made con-

tracts for a building 40 by SO, and three stories high, to be

finished by the 1st of July next. This, when in operation,

will materially affect the school statistics of North Bruns-

wick. That point of the law which requires moneys to be

paid " to free schools in which scholars are taught free of

charge" has been insisted upon, and I am happy to say care-

fully obeyed. The result is an addition already of nearly 300

scholars to the list of those who have been taught. In some
cases among the country schools the number of scholars has

nearly doubled. The perfect result will only be seen when
the school in this city shall have been fully organized. The
experiment of a free school law is not yet complete in

New Jersey; its workings, so far as can be seen yet in this

township, seem to point to the fact that $3 per scholar is a

sufficient township toiunship tax, and if the state fund could

by any means be made to equal it, or even to approach it,

the success of a free school system in our state would be com-^

plete. The amount of ^344,166 for a state to appropriate to

schools, will hardly be considered at this day extravagant; i/^

yet, if our legislators had the funds, I doubt whether they

would dare to make such an appropriation. I would, in con-

clusion, respectfully call your attention to the difficulty first

referred to, arising from the fact, that the school year and the

financial year do not correspond in this township, and pro-

bably in many other townships throughout the state. I find,

upon looking back for three or four years, that the same mis-
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representation (certainly no fault of yours) has occurred as

regards the amount of money raised and applied. Only the

apportionment to this township of the state fund is exhibited.

If this is all that is required, the present arrangement is good

enough. Is this sufficient?

David Bishop.

PERTH AMBOY TOWNSHIP.

It would afford me much pleasure to enter into the ques-

tion of general education in New Jersey, to show the advan-

tages of her free schools, and mark their direct influence

upon the happiness and prosperity of succeeding generations.

But this course, generally adopted by town superintendents,

would not only be an unmerciful tax upon your time and

patience, but tend to swell your state report to an immense

size. As the official guardian of the state schools, it will be

your especial care, doubtless, to direct attention to a higher

standard of mental culture, and to assist in maturing, by

every prudent and lawful means, the system of free schools,

so recently commenced among us. In the prosecution of this

noble object, permit me to wish you the greatest success, that

it may be said that our schools are equal, if not superior to

any in the Union.

It becomes my duty to confine my remarks in this annual

exhibit to the condition and wants of the school under my
supervision. This school, I am happy to say, presents a gra-

dual increase of attendance during the past year, but still it

is not as great as could be desired; for out of five hundred

and sixty-five, between the age of 5 and 18, there are only

two hundred and thirty in average per quarter. This num-

ber ought to be greatly augmented, as there, are multitudes

of children in our midst attending no schools but those of

vice, living in habitual idleness, and growing up in almost

profound ignorance. The number just entering upon the du-

ties of practical life who can scarcely read or write, I am not

prepared to report; but I am satisfied, from observation, that
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the number is very considerable. The responsibility of this

state of things must rest somewhere. While it is the natural

right of every child to be educated, and the right of every

citizen to see that it is accomplished, and while the means,

of acquiring knowledge are within the reach of all, no pa-

rent or guardian can legitimately deprive his child of this in-

heritance. The natural talent or capacity to acquire the ele-

ments of education is not confined to any class in society,

Providence has diffused this gift with unsparing hand among

all ; and there is no doubt but that many who habitually ab-

sent themselves from the school, for various causes, might be

eminently successful in life, and raised to honor, respecta-

bility, and reward. It is a sin of no small magnitude for pa-

rents and guardians to keep their children from the school for

trivial causes; to allow them to remain at home to earn a

few shillings; to run the streets and frequent shops and oys-

ter houses; to congregate on the docks and open fields, and

to indulge in loose habits, ending in profligacy and ruin.

Some internal improvements were made last spring in the

old court house for the comfort and convenience of the

younger portion of the school. An eff'ort was made at the last

township meeting to divide the district, but it failed. The in-

tention was to have built or purchased a house on the newly

formed district. As the township is quite small, I would not

advocate the division at present, but would take this occa-

sion to recommend the erection of a new building in the most

central part of the city, of sufficient dimensions and conve-

nience for the accommodation of the whole district. The

present house is entirely too antiquated and inconvenient for

the times. I would suggest that this new edifice contain three

sections, primary, middle, and academic. Let each division

be subdivided into two grades, according to the advance-

ment of the pupils, and all under the eye and instruction of

the appropriate teacher. Such an arrangement would have

the advantages of a more thorough classification of study, and

more strict attention to the mental atid moral discipline of the

school. Let unity of feeling and harmony of action prevail,

and such an enterprise might soon be accomplished.
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The teachers of the school, four in number, as far as I have

been able to discover, have faithfully attended to the instruc-

tion of the children committed to their charge. The pupils

have been publicly examined, in the presence of the super-

intendent and visitors, in the several departments of study

with great satisfaction. The blackboard exercises are freely

used, and every branch of education taught is illustrated, and

every scholar made to demonstrate knowledge as it is ac-

quired. A new set of maps are much needed for the benefit

of those whose attention is turned to the study of geography.

There are some fifteen or twenty children of color in this

district. An effort was made, but without success, to benefit

them by our free school system. Part of the public money of

right belongs to them, and they should not in justice be de-

prived of it. I trust in future some means will be devised to

extend to them the advantages of a common school educa-

tion. I am happy to add, that while they are not found in our

free school, some attention is given to their education on the

sabbath day. A Sunday school has been established at Com-

bination Hall, where an average number of 35 colored chil-

dren are regularly taught.

Jacob P. Fort.

PISCATAWAY TOWNSHIP.

I herein forward to you the returns of the schools in Pis-

cataway township for the present year. .There are in this

township twelve districts and two parts of districts. Returns

were punctually made by the trustees from all of them; and

in the most of them schools have been taught by competent

teachers during the year, and in two of them they have had

school best part of the year. They are building new school

houses, under the late statute, that will be an honor to the

district; they are to cost five hundred dollars each, built of

wood, in the Gothic style of architecture, and finished in a

workmanlike manner. Although some complain of the heavy

taxes, yet it will add to the value of their property all it will
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cost them, besides the convenience of having a good and re-

spectable school house. It is true that in some places there

are school houses that the farmers would not use for stables;

and yet, with all their wealth, they are willing to send their

children there to obtain an education, exposed to the damp-

ness of the storm and the severity of the cold.

The most of the school houses in this townsnip (when

those two are complete) are respectable and comfortable. In

the village of Newmarket, for eight months in the year, we
have two schools, one male, and one female, the house

having two apartments for that purpose. Since April last,

eleven teachers have been examined; they are all of them

yet teaching the same schools, except two. The schools at

present are well attended, and all in operation but one,

where they are building a new house. It is my universal

practice to visit each school at least once each quarter, to

examine the school, and deliver at the close a short lecture.

I find it to be beneficial, both to the teacher and the pupils.

There ought to be some means devised by which more of

our own citizens might be induced to prepare for school

teaching. Those who come among us from a distance may
be well qualified; but they are not initiated into our habits

and customs, and some of them come but for a season, so

that by the time they get adapted to the people they leave;

those who stay make the best of teachers. If some mea-

sures could be devised to encourage those of our own citi-

zens, I think it would be for the good of education among

us and throughout the state.

Walter B. Gillett.

SOUTH BRUNSWICK TOWNSHIP.

In relation to our public schools, I would state that great

improvement is being made. Since the establishing the pre-

sent law, parents, teachers and children, and philanthropists,

all, with a few exceptions, feel encouraged, that under the

present law much good will be promoted. From my own ob-
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servation, a new aspect of things has already taken place.

Competent teachers are obtained, new school houses have

been erected, old ones repaired, proper books are selected for

the wants of the schools, and every thing bids fair for New
Jersey's schools to rise to the elevation of those in the eastern

states. Had I time to spare, I would enter more largely into

the subject of our public schools, but the afflictions of my
family are such as to forbid my spending only a few mo-
ments more.

I look upon the education of the rising generation as one

of the most important concerns of the republic; and as the

public schools of the United States are at this time giving a

greater influence than the pulpit and press, I would recom-

mend that our legislators continue to think and act upon this

all important subject till every parent be compelled to think

more of the cultivation of the minds of their children than

upon matter. It is by public schools that the blessings of

those who struggled in the cause of our country's independ-

ence have been transmitted ; to them, and them alone. In

them our Washington, Franklin, and Sherman received their

wisdom, knowledge, and judgment.

I am sorry to say we have those around us that do not

feel friendly to these institutions. They are denominated pa-

rochial men, who want to submerge our public institutions

under their control, or take away, if possible, the means of

their prosperity, and apply it to their selfish purposes. But

Heaven forbid it; the legislators of New Jersey forbid such

a scheme ; when church and state unite, desolation and de-

struction will inevitably follow, if history be true.

They have already gotten up a petition, to go before the

legislature, praying that the law be repealed in relation to

the appointment of superintendents of each township, so that

they can become accessible to the money that supports these

schools, and appropriate it to an unlawful purpose, as thou-

sands of dollars were under the old law. But such schemes

must be vetoed in the bud. Please see to this important

matter.

I. I. BULKLEY.
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WOODBRIDGE TOWNSHIP.

There were originally eighteen districts in this township;

5 and 6 have been united, also 11 and 12, and a school for

colored children formed in Rahway, receiving by law the

public money in proportion to the number of children.

In answering how many children have attended school a

less time than four months, eight months, &c., I remark, that

as two quarters only have been taught, the number in attend-

ance averaged 620 for each quarter; which number, taken

from the whole number in the township, would leave 1062

as the number not attending school. But there are three pri-

vate schools in the township, which take a number not less

than seventy-five children, residents of the township. There

is also now a much larger number attending school than in

the summer, at least one-third more. Our township voted to

raise by tax two dollars per name, according to the enume-

ration of last year, which will be ^2846, which has not yet

been received.

Eight of the teachers through the summer were females,

of ages from eighteen to twenty-five, whose qualifications

and capacity for teaching were equal, as a whole, to the male

teachers, two of them having taught the same school four and

five years, summer and winter, and a third the same school

three successive summers. There will be but one school under

the direction of a female during the winter, although two of

the schools, viz. Rahway and Woodbridge, have female as-

sistants. Several of the male teachers are experienced, as

such, having made teaching a profession from choice, one of

them having taught the same school more than thirty years.

Compensation to teachers varies from ^40 to ^100 per

quarter, paid by the public money, as far as it goes, and then

made up by the parents, at the rate of $2 per quarter.

Course and extent of study.—Under this head is included

all the studies usually taught in schools, from the alphabet to

English grammar, geography, history, surveying, book-keep-

ing, and in one school a class of Latin scholars. The school

H
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houses are all in good repair ; their internal arrangement

however, with two exceptions, being the same as they have

been for ages.

Ellis B. Freeman.

MONMOUTH COUNTY.

ATLANTIC TOWNSHIP.

District number 4 includes only the domain of an indus-

trial association, the North American Phalanx. The school is

free to its members, and the expense thereof is paid out of

the common funds of the institution. No record of daily at-

tendance at the school is kept, therefore the average attend-

ance is not known.

The amount of school money received by this township

from the board of chosen freeholders for the current year,

and paid over to the late superintendent and myself, is

^1D4,G1, being ^31.54 less than was received from that

source last year. The amount voted at the last town meeting

for the support of schools is ^500, making altogether i^994.61.

Male teachers are at present exclusively employed; and

the schools have been kept open during the year, except in

one instance, where a teacher unexpectedly left his school,

and some weeks elapsed before the trustees were able to

supply his place.

There seems to be an increasing interest manifested in the

cause of popular education; efficient and thorough teachers

are in most cases employed, and I trust a marked improve-

ment will soon be perceptible in our schools. Considerable

attention is given in this vicinity to the subject of free

schools, and the friends of that measure are evidently in-

creasing in number and influence.

The North American Phalanx is a joint stock concern.
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possessing a large amount of taxable property in this town-

ship, with numerous stockholders, resident in various parts

of the county. This institution, as before stated, sustains a

free school for its own members, and it is believed that the

officers and resident members thereof would support any

well considered plan for making all our public schools en-

tirely free. I know of one other free school, in a neighbor-

ing township, where the inhabitants of the district have

raised, by voluntary subscription, an amount of money suf-

ficient to make their school free.

N. R. French.

HOWELL TOWNSHIP.

Our township, in 1847, comprised twenty-one schools; in

1850, by the creation of a new township, the number was

reduced to fourteen whole, and two parts of districts ; in

1851, by a further subdivision, our number dwindled to nine

whole, and one part.

At the solicitation of several residents of the western sec-

tion of Lower Squankum, made in 1849, and reported at in-

tervals, we hesitatingly consented to form a new district last

spring, in a thinly settled country, numbering but 31 chil-

dren, the trustees of which have no house, but promise soon

to build. As a consequence, the children of that district have

not attended schools this year. All the other schools have

been open—three the whole year, two three quarters, the

rest shorter terms. Four of our schools have been very well

taught, the teachers being greatly attached to their profes-

sion. Our teachers are all of a superior stamp, compared

with those of former years. Not designing to reflect upon,

but stimulate others, in justice to merit, I again make special

allusion to the school of Upper Squankum, taught by a native

of this place with persevering and judicious industry, pro-

ducing some excellent and critical scholars. May I particu-

larize.^ Here are two dictionary classes, containing in all

36 pupils, each critical in orthography, accent, and defini'
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tion, so far as they have studied, giving the definitions ver-

hatim.

The-reading exercises comprise clearness, distinctness, and

audibleness, properties seldom found, and most difficult to

produce, as all teachers know. In brief, every "branch is

taught in a finished manner, affording great pleasure to the

superintendent and other visitors, who sometimes amount to

twenty. The school at Lower Squankum is also, through the

diligence and faithfulness of the teacher, who is also a native

of the place, fast growing into excellence. Two others are

entitled to high commendation. There have been five teach-

ers licensed during the year. Although our teachers are

competent persons, yet there is a deficiency in their number.

I am impressed with the belief that well instructed influen-

tial teachers would do much to promote the advancement of

common school education by enlisting the attention of pa-

rents, and securing their visits to the schools, and thus mak-

ing them acquainted with the state of education in their

districts.

By the assistance of some of my young friends, the

teachers, who have willingly cooperated with us in making

preparations for interesting visits, and inviting the inhabi-

tants, we have succeeded in a few, alas ! too few of the

schools, in getting up an interest sufficient to induce parents

to attend ; but unfortunately, though personally and solicit-

ously invited, many appear to find business better adapted

to their taste than this—this which has done more in a few

schools to advance education than all other appliances. Too

much cannot be said in favor of such visits, but our limits

require us to leave the subject.

A few of our schools have been taught free part of the

time ; none have been incorporated. We have raised for

school purposes, by township tax, five hundred dollars,

without opposition, all appearing pleased with the sum.

It is possible that some of the districts may incorporate

next year, as schools entirely free are demanded. The im-

pression here is, that the state should take the matter in

hand, and raise a fund sufficient for the purpose, rather than
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leave the subject to the uncertainties incident to the action of

a town meeting.

It is seen that there are various influences brought to bear

unfavorably upon that part of the law authorizing the incor-

poration of districts, all of which might be avoided by the

state performing its own legitimate business, and providing

the long clamored for desideratum, " a system of free edu-

cation."

John B. Williams.

MIDDLETOWN TOWNSHIP.

In general the schools are in a prosperous condition. Two
or three districts, rather given to change, have gone through

their usual mutations, and have suffered, at least, some of

the evils incident to " heaping to themselves teachers." The

summer and winter sliding-scale arrangement, of male teach-

ers for the latter, and female teachers for the former season,

has been adopted by some of our schools; a custom which,

though sanctioned by New England usage, must ever oppose

a formidable barrier to the high attainment and standing of

the schools adopting it. No school changing its teacher every

few months has ever yet come to be much distinguished for

scholarship. Schools unstable as water can no more excel

than individuals.

As far as my observation extends, our schools have but

little difficulty in obtaining good teachers. The difficulty lies

not so much in the disposition of the teacher to change, as

in the indisposition of the employer to pay. In several cases,

of recent occurrence, schools in full tide of prosperity have

been left vacant because a demand for a small and reasona-

ble advance on salary has been refused. There are still a

few of the influential among us, who hold that the compen-

sation of a well qualified instructor and of an ordinary la-

borer should be the same; that mind and muscle, brain and

bone, should bring the same price in market. The only con-

ceivable remedy for this evil is the free school system, sup-

H*
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ported by a fund created by a general tax or by the entire

revenues of the state. The existing law, leaving it optional

with townships and districts to make their schools free or

not, must, so long as men love money, be the occasion of

much local strife and division. Could the voice of this town-

ship be heard by our legislature, it would be not for a law

less libejal in its provision for education, but for one which,

in its operation, would be less liable to produce parties and

party strife.

A, C. MiLLSPAUGH.

MILLSTONE TOWNSHIP.

The return of the number of scholars is agreeable to the

return of the trustees of the several school districts in April,

as the number of scholars between the ages of 5 and 18

years. From the returns of teachers, an accurate statement

could not be made of the number of children who attended

*school less than four, eight, or twelve months. But, as all

the schools have been frequently visited, an estimate is made,

in addition to the correct returns received and entered as

above, and the whole report is made to correspond with the

opening of the schools in the spring, and ending the 20th De-

cember, instant. There is a manifest increasing interest

awakened in this township, in relation to a more thorough

mode of educating the children. In one district a new
school house has been built in a neat and suitable manner,

with much credit to the inhabitants of the district. A teach-

ers' association has been formed in the township, for mu-
tual improvement in a systematic and thorough mode of

teaching, as well as for the free discussion of various sub-

jects upon education, and to increase an interest in the minds

of parents, teachers, and children of the importance of these

hidispensable subjects. And it is hoped that the legislature

of this state will mature and take effective measures to pro-

vide, and more thoroughly to establish and promote the free

.school system; and also to introduce and encourage a good
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system of normal schools, so that efficient and capable teach-

ers may be trained and prepared to take the place of unqual-

ified teachers, and supply our districts with professional men
capable of answering the wants of the community in this

respect.

With few exceptions the teachers have been successful in

their profession, by a thorough and careful attention to the

primary studies, as well as in the more advanced studies of

their pupils, besides applying the rules and principles of the

several branches of study to common use, and in some in-

stances by following up with suitable illustrations and fa-

miliar inquiries their course of study, so as to awaken inte-

rest, secure a love of study, and establish a permanent habit

of thought, and hence suitably to discipline the minds of the

pupils for future usefulness. In district 3, three different

teachers have been employed. The opening of the school in

the spring was by Mr. Gubby, and the term closed at the

end of two months. Mr. Nathaniel Cothren succeeded him
by a very successful term of eight weeks, and the school was
continued, and is still in operation, about four months in ad-

dition by Mr. Charles Cothren, with great and persevering

labor, and with corresponding success, together with the en-

tire satisfaction of the trustees and parents, being assisted by
monitors. The school house is a beautiful two story building,

suitably furnished, in addition to the things for comfort and
convenience, with a full set of outUne, Bidwell's hemisphere,

and other maps and globes, and is situated, remote from

noise, business, or bustle, directly by a dehghtful grove, fur-

nishing ample play ground, near the Presbyterian church

and out buildings, both for school and other purposes, being

a place calculated to inspire sensations of delight and plea-

sure, which are most desirable to make a school prosperous

and happy. Other districts have good school houses, suitably

furnished and pleasantly situated, and the inhabitants are

reaping rich rewards for their interest and expense, while

some other houses are bad; and we confidently hope the

rising views of general education and improvement will

reach and remedy the present lamentable evils.

JoN. Freeman.
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RARITAN TOWNSHIP.

In connection with the statistical report, permit me to sub-

mit the following remarks:

The schools in this township (with some few exceptions)

have had eiRcient teachers during the time they have been

kept open. In some instances we have been under the ne-

cessity of licensing teachers of limited acquirements, to ac-

commodate districts that thought they had not the ability to

employ a well qualified teacher (for good teachers always

demand, and command good salaries). The books used are

the same as last year, with some few exceptions. In the ex-

amination of teachers, I have generally preferred the school

room for the place of examination, as experience has taught

me that a man or woman may be possessed of good literary

attainments, and yet not well qualified to govern and impart.

Several of the schools in this township are in a flourishing

condition ; in these the progress of the pupils is perceptible

;

others are in a low state, owing, in a great measure, to a

lack of educational zeal on the part of the people of the dis-

trict in which they are located. There is evidently a neces-

sity of holding out greater pecuniary rewards, in order to

induce teachers of genius and talent to enter the field of

common school labor; but it is feared that such inducements

will never be held out till the community are aroused on this

important subject, and so interested as to demand the very

best instructions for their children, whatever may be the cost.

There has, as you are aware, been a very unpleasant state

of affairs in some of the school districts in this township,

growing out of the workings of the present school law. I

forbear comment, knowing that you are acquainted with

nearly all the circumstances.

Geo. W. Bell.
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SHREWSBURY TOWNSHIP.

As I have just received your instructions in regard to su-

perintendents' reports concerning schools, I was unable here-

tofore to conform to your request in relation to said schools.

Before sending my former report to you, I inquired of our

county collector for your instructions. He said that he had

received none from you. I have just received one accident-

ally.

The schools in this township I consider in a good and

healthy condition. Teachers of sufficient qualifications have

been employed, and their mode of teaching, as adopted, I

consider well calculated to advance the pupils therein, and to

fasten on them an earnest for improvement; and the method
of government and discipline I consider, from my observa-

tion, as well calculated for the interest of the schools. The
school houses are all in good condition, being all frame

buildings except one, which is kept in the basement of a

brick building. All have but one room, except one building

at Shrewsbury town, which has two rooms, but only one

thereof is occupied. All the school houses however, except

one at Red Bank, have an outside recess, wherein to place

the hats, and caps, and coats of the pupils. No school house,

as I observed, is in a bad or decaying condition ; each one

has a play ground attached thei'eto. All, however, are not

enclosed by a fence. I have made at least thirty visits to the

schools, and examined them during my term of office. No
one of the trustees, as I am aware of, has visited the schools.

The interest manifested generally by the inhabitants is now i/
much greater than formerly. The state money or town tax

money will reduce their liability for paying for their chil-

dren's tuition.

R. Allen.
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WALL TOWNSHIP.

I have given you as correct a report as circumstances

would permit. I have found some difficulty in procuring

competent teachers, and still more difficulty to get the pa-

rents to appreciate the necessity of good schools.

I have examined nine teachers, three females and six

males, and given certificates of license to eight teachers. At

present all our schools are open, and are in a healthy and

progressive state. We also have a parochial school at Squan

village, under the supervision of the Presbyterian denomina-

tion of christians. This district, comprising 153 scholars,

about 40 of which are desirous of attending the select, or

parochial school, the parents have petitioned me for their

portion of the public funds. I have declined paying them

any portion, not feeling myself justifiable according to law.

If they can draw their school funds, which is just and right,

the State Superintendent will so inform me.

I have issued a proclamation to all the schools in this

township, and requested them to assemble in the church at

Squan village on the 1st day of January, 1852, at which

time and place the State Superintendent is respectfully soli-

cited to attend, and examine our schools en masse.

R. Laird.

MORRIS COUNTY.

CHATHAM TOWNSHIP.

I regret the necessity that compels me to leave some
blanks in the above report, but I have found it impractica-

ble to give the necessary information with any degree of ac-

curacy, and do not feel justified in reporting on conjecture.
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As to the application of the school money to the maintenance

of free schools, according to section 7th of the supplement to

the school law, with others, we had our fears as to its results,

presuming that it might greatly increase our schools during

its application, but afterwards be unable to sustain them ; but

the result has been otherwise, as far as the law has been car-

ried out, trustees differing in opinion as to the construction of

the law. My directions were to apply one half on the sum-

mer, the other on the winter, to the support of free schools.

All of our schools have been open the whole year, with

two exceptions, those nine months each. For the most we
have been able to secure competent teachers, all of whom on

examination received license—twelve males and two females.

There is manifestly an increasing interest in the subject of

education in our township. At our last town meeting, ^1.50

per scholar was voted to be raised by taxation for our schools,

amounting to ^969, being an increase of ^480 over any pre-

vious year. The trustees of some of the districts have met

with me on my quarterly visits ; but I regret to say there is

a very great neglect of this imperative duty of every trustee,

and more particularly of parents, visiting their schools. We
have more uniformity of books than formerly, and the selec-

tion better.

. District number 3 (Madison Academy).—This school is di-

vided into a male and female department, both of which

have a large attendance and are under competent teachers.

There is also a Catholic school taught in the basement of

their church, of some forty or fifty scholars, which considera-

bly lessens our report of the number taught. On the whole,

we have reasons for encouragement, and trust the time is not

far distant when we shall enjoy the blessings of free schools.

Benjamin M. Felch.

HANOVER TOWNSHIP.

At our last town meeting, one dollar for every child be-

tween the legitimate ages was ordered to be raised by tax
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for the support of schools. This we thought was a sum suffi-

ciently large to begin with, and which will amount to more
than one thousand dollars. It was also thought more politic

to commence with an amount that might hereafter be in-

creased, than with one that might create dissatisfaction, and

thereby render it liable to a decrease. By this means I

am in hopes we will approximate gradually to that state

of things when knowledge will be dispensed gratuitously

throughout the land.

I have long been fully convinced that a general diffusion

of proper information among the people can be accomplished

only through the instrumentality of free schools; and I am
sustained in this conviction by my experience during the past

season.

Although the old system of applying the pubUc money to

/the partial discharge of school bills, in many instances could

not be avoided, inasmuch as the money was insufficient in

such cases to maintain a school entirely free, except during

a small portion of the year, yet in some few populous dis-

tricts, where they could keep a school free for six or eight

months of the year, the advantages of the free system were

plainly to be perceived. Under these circumstances, a greater

number of pupils presented themselves ; their attendance was

more regular, and their deportment more deserving of com-

mendation. I have also observed, when no payment is ex-

acted for tuition, that, whenever the school shall have been

closed for a lime, the children are always particularly prompt

in their attendance upon the reopening of the school. On the

other hand, when some payment is required, however small

it may be, a very slender attendance of scholars is at first

seen; and this attendance shows hardly a perceptible in-

crease, sometimes for weeks.

Children are not sent to school upon the first opportunity,

because parents procrastinate: and though by that means

they knowingly waste the precious time of their children,

yet they console themselves with the idea that they are at

least saving some money by the operation. When no money,
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however, shall be required for education, they will be influ-

enced by this consolation no longer.

John A. Bleecker.

MENDHAM TOWNSHIP.

In sending the above report, I am sorry that I am obliged

to state that it cannot be relied on as an exact statement as

far as regards the attendance, as from some districts I have

received no reports, and from others only a part of the year.

To obviate this difficulty, I would recommend to the trus-

tees of the several districts to require of their teachers a state-

ment of the names of the scholars and the average attend-

ance before giving them an order for the school fund : this

would enable the superintendent to make out a reliable

statement. The interest in the cause of education, I may
safely say, is on the increase, if an improvement in public

opinion respecting the condition of our school rooms may be

taken as a criterion, as most of them have been remodeled,

and our district has succeeded in erecting a school house

worthy of the name, in which neatness, comfort, and conve-

nience have received proper attention (pleasantly contrasting

with some of the relics of by-gone days, in the building of

which economy appears to have been the leading idea,) and

which does credit to the enterprise and liberality of the dis-

trict and an honor to the township, and which we hope is

but the harbinger of what may be expected in relation to our

schools, when there shall be a laudable emulation among our

different districts, not only who shall have the model school

room, but the model school.

We have still to complain of a scarcity of teachers, but are

gratified that the demand generally is for good competent

teachers; but are sorry that in some instances strangers have

been permitted to take charge of schools for some length of

time previous to examination, in which cases the object of a

license, it would appear, would be to receive the benefit of

the school fund, and not to ascertain the qualifications of the

I
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teacher, (which fault may possibly originate from the con-

struction put on the present law, that the trustees have power

to license). The principal object of a license, if we rightly

understand, being to prevent, as far as possible, the public

from being imposed upon by strangers coming among us in

search of schools, who are themselves ignorant of the first

principles of an English education.

Melancton Thompson.

MORRIS TOWNSHIP.

I can with pleasure report that we are making some pro-

gress in the cause of education. The interior of four of our

school houses has been essentially improved, either by the

substitution of convenient benches for the old ones, by better

ventilation, or by the enlargement of the room for study.

Two entirely new buildings have been ''erected on the site

of old ones ; in one case a brick house, with cast iron sup-

ports for the seats, much to the credit of the district erecting

it, and in the other a fine edifice, at the cost of ^1000, fur-

nished with suitable seats, with several blackboards and sun-

dry conveniences, and intending to secure apparatus and

teachers worthy of its name, "the Franklin Institution."

Notwithstanding all the inducements yet offered by our

public schools, it appears that only forty per cent, of the

children residing within the districts attend. At this I am sur-

prised, as the schools were a part of the time entirely free.

It proves one of two things, either that all the poor children

do not go when they might, or the schools are so poorly

taught that the rich will not send to them, both of which

should be corrected; the first, by making them wholly free,

and then affixing a tax or penalty on those who do not avail

themselves of the advantages so generously offered, thus com-

pelling every child to go to some school; and the second, by
so improving the schools that the rich shall he induced to pa-

tronise them in preference to select ones. But it need not be

concealed that before this last is attained a mighty stride
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must be taken; a spirit of liberality on the part of the trus-

tees must be awakened, and teachers far superior to those

generally employed must be secured.

We need only visit the public schools of other places, to

see that ours are far behind the age. In one, in the city of

Philadelphia, 500 lads are taught, and in a manner so supe-

rior that many of the richest parents are glad to have their

children members of so good a school. Anatomy, to mention

one branch only, is taught by one of the best professors, and

anatomical preparations and transparencies are at hand to

explain the subject in the best mode possible.

If our schools could be put on a similar footing, they would

attract both the poor and the rich, and then we should not

see sixty per cent, absenting themselves from the school, or

patronising select ones, where, in addition to the regular civil

tax, they voluntarily tax themselves for the benefit of their

children. The truth is, sensible parents are quick to see that

true economy consists in having the best of teachers and the

best of schools.

The teachers employed here are generally well qualified

for their stations; but the changes are too frequent for the

good of the schools, and the difficulty of obtaining suitable

persons creates the necessity of closing the schools too great

a portion of each year. This demand suggests the propriety

of establishing a normal school, in which teachers may be

thoroughly trained. It would be, if properly managed, au un-

speakable blessing to the state. What greater boon could be

given to the youth of this sovereign state than one for each

school, who is really capable of training them in the best

way, and who is worthy of the honorable name of teacher ?

There is, indeed, but one alternative, either let the schools

be furnished with well qualified and suitable teachers, or let

them be annihilated.

Alfred Chester.
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RANDOLPH TOWNSHIP.

The recent supplement to the school laws gave quite an

impulse to the cause of education in our township. The peo-

ple, at the town meeting, voted, almost unanimously, to raise

by tax the whole amount authorized by the law. This ena-

bled us at once to make a fair experiment of the free school

system.

The result, thus far, has been very flattering. In several

districts the attendance has been double of what it formerly

was, and many children have been regular at school who
never before attended, thus demonstrating that the price of

tuition, though very low, was the cause of their previous ab-

sence ; and showing further, that the poorest are not wholly

indifferent to the value of education, when within their reach.

If the present system can be continued for a sufficient length

of time, no doubt the cause of education will begin to be ap-

preciated. Since last spring several of our school houses have

been repaired, some of them reseated, and globes and large

maps have been introduced into them ; but in this respect

much still remains to be done in every district.

We think we already understand the importance of edu-

cation; but, doubtless, there is no one thing so little under-

stood. What is education ? Education is wealth, power, in-

fluence, civilization, rational enjoyment, and whatever adds

to the real value of human existence. Education changes the

forest to the farm, the wigwam to the cottage and the villa,

the canoe to the gallant ship and the splendid steamer, the

footpath to the railroad, and the post to the telegraph. There

are no limits to the progress of education. Industry can do

much, but educated industry will in the course of a single

generation change the whole face of society.

Should the free school system be continued in our town-

ship, without doubt a decided and gratifying improvement
will be evident in every district.

B. C. Megie.



mi

ROXBURT TOWNSHIP.

In submitting the above report for your examination, and

comparing it with my reports of former years, you may ob-

serve that we are on the gaining hand in this township, in

our financial matters as well as in some other respects. The
extending of greater privileges to townships, in regard to the

amount of moneys to be raised therein for school purposes,

was responded to at our last town meeting by a vote of

^1500 for school purposes, rather than the sums of three and

five hundred dollars, as in former years. Notwithstanding

the advantages in this respect guarantied by the late school

law, I consider it far from perfect. One imperfection I will

name : districts embracing one hundred scholars and upwards,

by their proportion of moneys from the state and township

funds, are enabled to keep a free school throughout the year;

whereas those numbering twenty-five scholars, and a less

number than that, cannot maintain a free school during the

whole year without paying an additional sum. In this case

the popular law of equal taxation does not operate equally,

but the inhabitants or supporters of the schools in the smaller

districts must be (as they say) reassessed if the school is con-

tinued after the public fund is exhausted.

The most popular remedy will be for the legislature, at its

approaching session, to pass a free school law that will be

equal in its provisions, that all may enjoy equal advantages,

and no excuse be hereafter rendered for ignorance. The re-

sult of the present unequal provision is this, as soon as the

public fund is exhausted the schools are vacated. This custom

is general, and much to be deplored. Notwithstanding this

and other imperfections in the late school law, our schools

are increasing in interest, and we have some districts at

present wherein many branches are taught that five years

since were entirely neglected. In connection with the ordi-

nary elementary branches, we have philosophy, chemistry,

geometry, and algebra, and an increased interest is manifest

among employers, trustees, and teachers, the latter being
T*
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better qualified, and performing their duties with more assi-

duity and faithfulness.

Books of a proper character and Mitchell's outline maps

have been introduced in most of the schools, and the reports

of trustees and teachers, as well as my own observation, con-

vince me that we are making good progress in the work of

educational reform; and, with the aid of equal and liberal

laws, we will soon be able to stand where some of our sister

states now stand in the cause of education.

William M. Force,

WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP.

Every school in the township is open at this time except

one, which is closed for the want of a suitable building in

which to keep a school. With regret, I must state the ne-

glect of cleanliness in many of our school rooms; the walls

want whitewashing and the floors scrubbing: I have urged

it upon the attention of the trustees and teachers of those

schools in which a regard for cleanliness has been neglected.

I think, if the legislature would authorize the trustees of un-

incorporated districts to expend a small amount of the public

money yearly, say two or three dollars for repairs, and clean-

ing school houses, it would be attended with good results for

the health and comfort of the children. It appears to be ask-

ing too much of the trustees, who receive no compensation,

to repair and clean school rooms, and then have to raise the

money by voluntary subscription to pay some trifling ex-

penses.

Frederick Dellicker.
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OCEAN COUNTY.

PLUMSTED TOWNSHIP.

I am obliged to report, as I have on former occasions, as

it regards the number taught, as our year ends in March. I

therefore have to take last year's returns. There is no doubt

the present returns will fall short of the real numbers. I

doubt whether there has any over sixteen attended school

as yet ; the older ones will attend during the winter. As it

regards how many have been to school four or eight months, I

cannot say. Five districts have kept their schools open all the

year; four schools are taught by males, and one by a female

teacher, all well qualified. We are in difficulty on account

of one district becoming incorporated, and refusing the em-

ployers any benefit from the fund, unless they come in their

own district ; and so long as districts persist in such a restric-

tion, I can say, from experience, it will not work well in our

section. I would therefore request that there should be some-

thing done that would give the employers the privilege of

sending where it is most convenient, as it is impossible,

under present circumstances, to make districts so that the

employers will be equi-distant; besides, people do not all

think alike as it regards teachers. On that account, I think

it would be better that the employers should have the free-

dom of choice, and it would be the means of each district

being careful in regard to the selection of teachers. While

on the subject of teachers, I would make some remarks upon

the license question. If it is necessary that teachers should

have a license, I think it would be much better that the le-

gislature should appoint such a person in each county who
is qualified. The 3d section of the supplement to the act

to establish public schools says, in case the freeholders ne-

glect to appoint a board of examiners, then it shall be the

duty of the town superintendent ; which is nothing short of
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making the appointment. If they can make the appoint-

ment in that way, why not make one for each comity that

is in every way quaUfied, and let the person wishing to be-

come a teacher apply to such officer and get his license, and

let that license pass at least for such county, if not for the

state ? This continual granting of licenses I think is useless,

and so think a majority that pay any attention to the mat-

ter, at least in this section of country. If it is necessary that

a teacher should be examined, it is equally necessary that

the person to examine should be qualified for the office,

which is not the case where the town superintendent has it

to do ; at least I speak for myself and my knowledge of

others. I do not pretend to say that there is no exception.

In conclusion, I think the trustees ought to be their own
judges in regard to the qualification of their teachers ; they

are the ones that are personally interested. It is posible you

may think what I have written useless, but I feel myself in-

terested, and have a desire there might be something done to

improve and give satisfaction to the people.

James Cowperthwait.

UNION TOWNSHIP.

The accompanying statistics present the statements re-

quired of me, as far as I have been able to collect them.

The condition of our schools is slowly but decidedly im-

proving. The people manifest an increasing interest in their

welfare, and could good public schools be established by a

general state law, they would receive the assent of at least

three-fourths of this community. The old school law met

with little, if any approval, and the present, though deemed

good in many particulars, is yet not what the majority of the

people demand. There may be some here, as in other places,

who are opposed to progress in education, who, though they

profess to be friends to it in the abstract, yet oppose all prac-

tical measures for its general diffusion, and, in the general

demand for free schools, deem we are going too fast and too
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far
;

yet I have sufficient reasons for believing, from town

meeting votes upon the subject of schools, and from public

opinion otherwise expressed, that three-fourths, or more, of

the people of this township are in favor of public free

schools. In cities, good schools may sometimes be supported

by individual effort, but in the " rural districts" it seems to

require the helping hand of legislative authority to insure.

The present system is decidedly defective, we have found

by long experience, as regards teachers. Many of them come

into the schools, and their capabihties and character are only

to be judged fairly by trial. If unsuitable, they are discharg-

ed to make room for another stranger, perhaps equally in-

competent. On the other hand, when a good teacher is pro-

cured, he finds the schools pay him not more than three

months in a year, and he leaves because they cannot afford

him a living. On the one hand, the people are not suited

with the teacher, and on the other, the teacher is not suited

with the people, at least as far as support goes. A good

teacher cannot afford to labor in his avocation at the remu-

neration many of the schools furnish, and people begin to find

that one cannot be had at half pay any sooner than can a

proficient in any mechanical art be had at apprentice's wa-

ges. Hence it is sheer folly to expect capable men to take

charge of our schools under the present system, where too

often nothing like a fair living is afforded; and it must rea-

sonably be expected that, until the laws are amended, in-

competent men will continue to abound. In a teacher, per-

fection at fifteen or twenty dollars a month is hard to be had.

Furthermore, if teachers received their license and pay

independent of those who send, it would frequently render

them more free to act with justice at school with reference

to discipline and attention to all placed under their charge.

It is now frequently charged upon them that, from selfish

motives, they favor some few under their charge, for fear of

a withdrawal of patronage ; and that in cases where a teach-

er, in dealing with children, finds it "justice versus bread

and butter," he too often decides in favor of the latter.

Doubtless a teacher has too often such temptation to show
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partiality, and such temptations by the la^v proposed would

be removed. His salary should so be paid as to present t\o

inducement to deviate from strict justice to all.

My own desire with reference to school laws is, to have

state or county examiners to license teachers ; to have

them paid a fixed living salary out of public funds ; to have

the schools free to all between the ages of five and eigh-

teen
; and to compel the attendance, at least four months in

a year, of all children between five and sixteen years of age;

and in default, where such children are kept away from

school more than eight months in a year, the parents or

guardians to pay to the trustees at least as much for every

day's absence as is now charged for every day's attendance,

with power in the trustees to remit such fines in cases of

sickness of children, &:c.

It would be of vast benefit to our state, generally, if some
stringent law could be enacted compelling parents or guard-

ians to have all children confided to their care at least

taught to read and write at home or at school—a law some-

what after the manner of some of the New England school

laws upon this point.

The schools in this township have been visited the past

year as often as thought advisable. The teachers have been

found to be competent, with one or two exceptions ; but the

schools do not prosper as well as they should, from the fact

that scarcely any of them stop more than a quarter or two,

at most, in a place. The school houses in four districts are

passable, as regards ventilation, light, and heat, but all are

rather deficient in arrangement of desks and seats. In many
cases old fashioned instruments of torture for children, in the

way of benches, are yet to be found. But these defects, I

trust, will soon be remedied. In one district there is no pub-

lic school house, but measures are about being taken to have

a convenient one built.

From visiting the schools the past year, I am convinced

that, wherever it can be done, two teachers ought to be em-
ployed in each district—one to take charge of young child-

ren, and the other of children somewhat advanced; foij as
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far as my knowledge goes, it is rare that a man who is in-

disputably a good teacher in the higher branches possesses

also the necessary patience and tact of getting along well

with young children. Competent female teachers for young

scholars are preferable.

I find that much difficulty exists in all our schools, on ac-

count of the multiplicity of kinds of books used by the

scholars. This matter is a source of much annoyance to

both teacher and parent. If power existed with the trustees,

or other suitable persons, to select such books as they deem-

ed best, and purchase them at wholesale prices, and then let

them either remain the property of the school or be sold to

the scholars at cost, it would save much difficulty that now
exists on account of the want of uniform text books, and be

more likely to insure good ones at a much less cost than at

present furnished to scholars.

Edwin Salters.

PASSAIC COUNTY.

MANCHESTER TOWNSHIP.

Our Statistics will show an increased attendance at our

public school during the past year. The year preceding only

about one-third of the children in the township were found

in our public schools; now it will be seen that near one half

of them attend. This, we think, is owing to the operation of

the new law. The amount of money received from the state

and raised by tax in the township is fourfold more than last

year, and this has contributed to render the schooling so low
that the attendance in most of the schools is large. Only one

of the districts raised an amount additional to that appor-

tioned to their use to render their school free. This is the
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largest district in the township, and though two teachers

have been employed occupying separate apartments, and

the school has been so crowded during part of the season as

to render it quite impossible for the children to make that

improvement which we find in other districts where the

numbers in attendance are less. The remedy for this seems

to be a division of the district, especially if the school is to

be continued free. There has been some dissatisfaction

among the tax paying inhabitants, in consequence of the in-

crease of tax arising from the school assessments. The bur-

then amongst us came upon a few. If we are to have free

schools, let them be general throughout the state; nothing

short of this will meet the general approbation of the people.

The schools, with one exception, have been kept open

during the whole year. They have been regularly visited,

and I have been pleased to see an evident improvement.

One new district has been formed, and a neat and con-

venient school house erected during the last year. Upon

the whole, we think, the cause of education is advancing

amongst us.

J. H. DURYEA.

SALEM COUNTY.

SALEM TOWNSHIP.

The public schools of this township are now believed to

be in successful operation. Many children, who have hereto-

fore been denied the benefits of a common education, are

now enjoying the advantages of a system of instruction

which its friends think will result in the mental and moral

improvement of every town and neighborhood in which it

is established. At the last report, the schools had been opened
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only about three months. Since that time they have been in

constant operation and well attended, upwards of six hun-

dred children having been received. They are classified into

primary, secondary, and grammar. During the summer va-

cation, the building occupied by the grammar and secondary

school was enlarged and refitted in a substantial and conve-

nient manner, and is now capable of accommodating about

four hundred scholars.

The amount of money received by me since the beginning

of the present fiscal year is ^^1726; expended S1500. A part

of this includes some of the appropriation of last year. It is

feared that the operations of the schools may be somewhat

embarrassed the coming year for want of funds. The sum
raised by the township is hardly sufficient to carry them on

with that efficiency which is desirable, and it is hoped that

something may soon be done by the inhabitants to remedy

the matter, and place the schools on a secure foundation. In

this place the public school system is decidedly growing in

favor with the people, and it is trusted that they will resolve

to sustain them, notwithstanding it may involve a trifling

additional tax.

William B, Otis.

UPPER PlTTSGROVE TOWNSHIP.

To this report I add, that during the past year a consider-

able improvement in the character and condition of our

schools generally, throughout the township, has been made;

the interest manifested to procure teachers of good moral

character and better qualified to impart instruction is begin-

ning to occupy the minds of our people.. It afi'ords me much
satisfaction that there is an increasing interest in the subject

of education. I am happy to say that in some parts of our

township the people are awaking up on this all important

subject. It would give me much satisfaction if I could see

the trustees and parents visit the schools quarterly, and ex-

ert a controlling influence over them; this, I am sorry to say,

K
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is not attended to, except in two or three districts. The

schools have all been frequently visited. I have endeavored

to impart what information I could obtain, as to the best

mode of instruction, by visiting some of the well regulated

schools in an adjoining county. I hope the time will soon

come when we shall see a great improvement in the schools

throughout our township.

N. G. Swing.

SOMERSET COUNTY.

Report of County Examiner.

The undersigned, as one of the county examiners, respect-

fully reports to the State Superintendent of public schools in

New Jersey the following statement of his labor. Up to the

meeting of the board of freeholders, in May last, he was as-

sociated with the Rev. Dr. Messier in these duties; and since

that time he has had no official assistance, but has been ac-

companied and aided by the Rev. R. K. Rodgers, of Bound-

brook. Each township was visited in June, for the purpose

of affording teachers a convenient opportunity of examina-

tion, and regular meetings have been held on the last Satur-

day in every month at Somerville, Since our last report, there

have been examined and licensed for one year 56 male and

18 female teachers, one male for three months. Of these, 42

were relicensed; and of these it affords me great pleasure to

say, that I have observed an increased degree of interest in

their work, and of fatness for it. Of those who have been

licensed for the first time, the majority were found better

prepared than those of a similar class in former years. Some

of the town superintendents have not attended upon the ex-

aminations, either in their own townships or at the monthly

meetings.

I have forwarded to you a printed report of the proceed-
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ings of a teachers' institute, held in Somerville during the

week beginning November 3d. A good degree of interest

was excited by the exercises of the institute, as was sho\yn.

by the large number of spectators; and I am fully convinced

they will make a lasting impression on the teachers present,

and that our common schools will reap a rich reward. Every

teacher went away highly gratified; and I doubt not, that if

another institute is appointed for the county, it will be at-

tended by a larger number.

In accordance with what I believe to be your wish, I sub-

mit to your consideration such views of school matters as

have been suggested to my mind during the past year. The

cause of common schools meets with increasing favor in Som-

erset county. I think this is evident from the number of new

and greatly improved school houses which will be reported

to you by the town superintendents, as well as from the in-

creased demand for teachers of a higher grade, and a willing-

ness to pay a larger compensation to those who are good. I

count it one of the favorable omens that our teachers are be-

coming more permanent in their location. Reference to the

eleventh page of the report, above referred to, will show

this. The aggregate amount of money appropriated by the

towns is largely increased over last year; but I greatly fear

that the general apathy which has prevailed on this subject

continues to a very great degree.

In relation to the examination of teachers, I would remark,

that the necessity for such a measure is unquestioned in all

those states where the cause of education has made any con-

siderable progress; and it is one of the evils of our system,

that it does not seem to take that question as settled : hence,

in the law, county examiners may be appointed or not, and

in many adjoining counties in the state they are not, and

the examinations devolve upon the town superintendents. I

would have this amended ; let the statute prescribe one or

the other, but let the same rule prevail in all. Much incon-

venience results from the fact, that in adjoining townships of

different counties different modes prevail, and of course as

many different standards of qualification prevail as there

happen to be townships: a county board would be likely to
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secure a greater degree of uniformity in this respect. The

small experience which has fallen to me, as town superin-

tendent, strongly" favors a county board; bul^ let all the state

be subjected to the same order in this respect.

A fruitful source of difficulty lies in the ambiguity of the

law, which does not expressly say that the teacher must have

a certificate before he enters the school. In a large propor-

tion of cases the candidates have entered upon the duties of

the school—some for a week, a month—two, and even five

months, before any application was made for a licensure. In

some cases the examination proved the candidate worthy of

license; but was the license sought now to teach a school, or

to entitle to public money? In one instance a teacher was

examined and licensed for one year, and a second elapsed,

and part of the third, before an application was made for a

renewal. I could have had no hesitation in granting a license

at the expiration of the first, for the teacher has really im-

proved; but the license was now evidently sought only to

entitle him to the public money, which by-the-bye he had

been drawing during the second year upon the faith of the

first year's license; and, as I supposed he could draw the

balance in the same way, I declined to sign a license to teach.

In another case, a gentleman who seemed well qualified

to be licensed, was licensed for one year. Before the year ex-

pired he went into an adjoining county, and taught three

years; then returned to this county, and took a school. When
questioned by the trustees, he said he had a license from this

board, and supposed he could have it renewed upon appli-

cation. Meantime authentic information was conveyed to us

that he had fallen into very gross habits of profanity. He
finished his term, and probably endorsed his order upon the

town superintendent for the public money, and went into a

school in another township, where he taught a term, and en-

dorsed an order, which was paid by a town superintendent

acquainted with the facts of the case.

Another case. A teacher sustained his examination well,

and when inquired of concerning his moral character, being

a total stranger, produced certificates of its correctness, and
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said he was in the habit of attending church on the sabbath.

When his first term was nearly expired, we learned by ac-

cident that he had not been within any church or worship-

ping assembly in the time. A message to him, intended to

be civil and polite, to the effect that his conduct was not ac-

cording to his representations, drew from him a letter, from

which the following elegant extract is made: "Without ad-

vancing an apology, or deeming any requisite, I must confess

I am astonished that you threw out such absurd insinuations,

or made an attempt at such fallacious logic ; by so doing you
aimed a deadly blow at the foundation of genuine religion,

and charged me with a lack of moral duty for not performing

a mere ceremony of church attendance, which is not a crite-

rion of morality. It may not be amiss to mention, at this

time, one inconsistency of many bigoted attendants at church;

for instance, they may pray for " thy kingdom to come, thy

will to be done," and the very next day vote that the devil's

will be done (unconsciously), by supporting men who would

tear innocent persons from their families and bind to eternal

bondage." This case is under advisement.

I mention these merely to show you what difficulties pre-

sent themselves; and will now merely add, that the reflec-

tion upon the subject of the examination of teachers esta-

blishes my conviction that some liberal system of measures

should be adopted by the state to provide or train a supply

of well qualified teachers, and to exclude from the common
schools all persons who do not possess the requisite moral

character, aptness to teach and govern children, literary at-

tainments, and professional experience. I accord most fully

to the suggestion of Mr. Barnard, of Connecticut, that a scale

of examination, and certificates based upon the same, should

be established, consisting of at least three grades. The first

and lowest should entitle the holder to teach in a certain spe-

cifies school or district for one year. The second should be

available throughout the schools of a county for two years,

and should be given only to those who, in addition to the

specified examination, have had at least one year of success-

ful experience. The third should be good throughout the

K*



state, and for at least three years, and should constitute the

highest evidence that the holders possess the right spirit,

character, attainments, and practical skill for the highest grade

of school. The compensation of teachers should be based

somewhat upon the grade of certificate held by them. Con-

nected with the plan of examination and certifi.cates, there

should be a county system of school inspection, by which

incompetent and unworthy members shall be excluded from

the profession.

C. C. HoAGLAND.

BEDMINSTER TOWNSHIP.

It affords me pleasure to report that the people of Bed-

minster are evidently becoming more interested in the cause

of education. They have manifested their increased interest

by their building, enlarging, and repairing of school houses,

and in giving a more liberal compensation to those who have

the charge of instructing their children. They have built,

during the past year, no less than three new and commo-
dious houses, viz. in numbers 2, 5, and 7, enlarged one, num-
ber 8, and repaired number 6, thereby affording additional

comfort to the occupants and greater facilities for imparting

knowledge.

Our schools have all been open some six, nine, or twelve

months, with the exception of number 5, Peapack, where

they have built upon the former site, and the school conse-

quently has been suspended for seven or eight months. Your

official visit to Peapack, in 1850, has produced a beneficial

influence upon every part of our township that was repre-

sented in that meeting.

By an inadvertence, I last year reported all the children

who attended our schools, instead of those only that belong

to Bedminster. Our column of statistics would appear better,

if it were not for the long suspension of the school in our

most populous district, number 5.

As to money, our people were disappointed in the amount
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realized from the state fund this year. Nor did the surplus

revenue, which they have now voted for schools, equal their

expectations ; so they perceive that if they would have their

schools well provided for, they must vote a handsome ap-

propriation from their own property; and this I confidently

expect will be done at the ensuing town meeting.

Our teachers who attended the institute at Somerville,

were delighted with the exercises, and have returned to their

labors with increased zeal and devotion.

Robert J. Blair.

BERNARDS TOWNSHIP.

There have been two new school houses built in this town-

ship this year. In my report of last year, it was mentioned

that the first and seventh districts had been united together

under the name of " the Bernardsville District, No. 1," and

intended building a new school house. They have erected a

substantial building of stone, 24 by 34 feet, which, after

taking off a convenient hall, lathing and plastering, leaves a

school room about 20 by 30 feet in the clear, with 10 feet

ceiling. The seats are not yet placed in it; they are to be ar-

ranged after the modern style, with cast ends.

The building of their house has necessarily interrupted the

school ; but they expect to have it completed ready for com-

pany in a week or two, and, if they are as successful in pro-

curing a good teacher as they have been in building their

house, we will have reason to hope for a flourishing school.

The whole has been accomplished by the voluntary exer-

tions of the district, without resorting to the incorporation

act, by which they could have collected the necessary funds

by tax.

In school district number 8, viz. the Franklin district, (the

boundaries of which extend a short distance in Morris county)

they have erected what may be termed, when speaking of

school houses, a splendid building. By those familiar with

school houses in the state, it is said to be at least equal to
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the best in good taste. Its dimensions are 24 by 40 feet, with

height in proportion; the hall is entered by two doors, and

is eight feet wide, leaving a spacious school room, entered

by two doors, opposite those in the hall ; it is neatly fur-

nished with suitable blackboards set in the wall; the win-

dows are in proportion to the height of the ceiling, which is

18 feet in the clear. The seats are neatly constructed with

cast ends; which, with the neat platform and desk for the

teacher, give the room a beautiful and useful appearance.

They have named their house "the Franklin Institute." This

has also been completed by the voluntary exertions of the

district. They were able to keep their school eight months

of the year by means of sliding their old house off the foun-

dation, on a temporary one, while the new one was building.

District number 2 has become incorporated. It is the largest

district in the township, and has had a flourishing school all

the year, being fortunate in securing the services of an. able

teacher, who has had many years' experience in the busi-

ness.

All the districts manifest a commendable spirit on the sub-

ject of education; but it is hoped many of them will follow

the good example of the first and eighth districts, in pro-

viding themselves with suitable school rooms.

From the small amount of school fund, it has not been

found practicable to follow to the letter the clause concern-

ing free schools in the late act, as the amount of public fund

would support the schools so short a time ; therefore it has

for the most part been thought advisable to divide, as in

former years, equally on all parts of the year.

Waters B. Alward.

BRANCHBURG TOWNSHIP.

The condition of the schools in this township has not

changed much for the last year; the school houses are all

new and in good order; the teachers are capable men, and

do their duty, as far as I am able to judge. The two princi-
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pal faults are—first, we want more money, and, secondly,

more interest felt by the parents of this township. As for the

supplement to the school law passed last winter, which or-

ders that all moneys raised for school purposes shall be free,

I do not think it as good as the old law; so long as we have

not money enough to keep our schools free for the whole

year, I think it would be much better to be paid in equal

payments to each quarter. I hope the present legislature

will apply the revenues of the state to the school fund, and

support the government by a direct tax. We receive from

the township ^200, state appropriation ^179.30, and interest

of surplus revenue ^161.72, making ^541.02.

George W. Vroom.

BRIDGEWATER TOWNSHIP.

The • township of Bridgewater contains eleven districts

and four parts of districts, making in all thirteen. Some of

the whole districts have portions of other townships annexed.

I have enumerated as whole districts all in which the school

house is, in this township. Of these districts but five have

kept a school open the whole time, and in these five, num-

bering nine hundred and twenty-two scholars, the average

attendance has been about three hundred and seventy-five.

In the remaining six whole districts the schools have been

kept open about one half the time, and while open about

one half the children between the ages of five and eighteen

have attended. No regular reports have been received from

any of the districts, and this omission arises from the fact

that we have not been furnished with the necessary blanks.

The township of Bridgewater, at the last town meeting,

voted to raise by tax for school purposes the sum of ^2000.

They also appropriated the interest of the surplus revenue,

amounting to ^310.11, to the same purpose. One portion of

the state fund amounted to the sum of ^642.15, making alto-

gether the sum of ^§2962. 67; this sum includes a small ba-

lance of $9A1, which remained undivided of last year's

moneys. The quota per scholar amounts to ^2.38.
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A good deal of embarrassment has been experienced in

most of the districts by the trustees, from the course they

felt it their duty to pursue, under the opinion of the Attorney

General, upon the supplement to the school law passed last

winter. In some of the districts the schools were opened as

free schools so long as their whole quota of money would

defray the expense ; and in others, for so long a time as

would consume one half of the money. As the moneys raised

by the township are not received till spring, and as one

half of the state funds were retained six months beyond the

time limited by law for their payment, but a very small por-

tion of the orders drawn upon the superintendent could be

paid when presented, which has caused a good deal of em-

barrassment in most of the districts.

I think, upon the whole, the interest in public school edu-

cation in this township is increasing. During the fall a teach-

ers' institute was held in this place. It lasted one week, and

was attended by seventy teachers. The exercises we're con-

ducted by Professor Fowle, of Massachusetts, and Camp, of

Connecticut. It was got up entirely by the teachers of the

county themselves for their own improvement, and all the

teachers who attended it appeared to manifest a deep inter-

est in the exercises. During the day the teachers were exer-

cised in the most approved methods of governing and con-

ducting their schools, and of imparting instruction in the va-

rious branches taught in our public schools. The evenings

were occupied in discussing various topics connected with

instruction and government, and in listening lo lectures upon

the subject of education. This institute has, I doubt not,

produced a good effect here. It has awakened in the com-

munity a deeper interest in the cause of public schools ; and

every teacher who attended it, I have no doubt went back

to his school with an enlarged capacity for his labor, and an

increased zeal for his profession.

I hope it will not be deemed presumptuous in me to sug-

gest that, in my opinion, more good could be accomplished

by an appropriation of, say ^100 to each county, for the

purpose of defraying the expenses of a teachers* institute,
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than by the expenditure of an equal amount in any other

way. The expenses of our institute were ^95 ; but this

amount would not have been sufficient to defray the ex-

penses of the instructors had lecturers charged for their ser-

vices. Understanding that the institute was got up and sus-

tained by the teachers themselves, they very kindly gave

their services gratuitously, which could not be expected

should the state make an appropriation
;
yet ^100 to a coun-

ty would, by two counties uniting, which could easily be

done, defray the necessary expense, and bring home to the

great body of teachers in the state the benefits to be derived

from such an institution.

I herewith send you a report of the proceedings of our in-

stitute, from which you will be able to gather a pretty cor-

rect idea of all the exercises.

This report should have been forwarded to you long ago,

and indeed arrangements were made by the institute, before

its adjournment, to have some copies forwarded to you when

printed, and I supposed it had been done. But it seems it

has been neglected
;
you will therefore, I hope, excuse my

apparent negligence in not forwarding you a copy sooner.

S. B. Ransom.

MILLSTONE TOWNSHIP.

In my visits to the schools and intercourse with the teach-

ers, I have been gratified to find them so much interested in

their important work. The teachers appear to realize the

high responsibility that rests upon them, in moulding the

youthful mind for future usefulness : the spirit with which

they engage in their duties ; the anxious observance of every

means by which they may acquire all that will best aid

them to prosecute their efforts with the best success ; the

kind feelings they manifest towards the children, and that

feeling reciprocated by the children to them, assures me that

the cause of education is fast on the advance to what it

should be.
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I wish it was my privilege to add, the same spirit and in-

terest was manifested by parents and employers. While all

admit the great importance of education, it appears to me
this interested class do not put forth their efforts in visiting

their schools, encouraging thereby both teacher and children,

and giving that countenance the best interest of the cause

deserves so much from them; if they knew how much the

teachers need and feel they require this, I am sure they

could not keep away from the school room. I have been grati-

fied with the kind reception from both teachers and children,

and am more persuaded than ever of the important duties that

really devolve upon a town superintendent.

The monthly meeting of the teachers for miitual improve-

ment I have considered of great importance ; it not only

serves to encourage them in their work, creating the kindest

feeling, but it affords that mutual aid by comparing their

mode of imparting instruction, and the best means of attract-

ing the youthful mind, and applying it in that way which

will produce the best and most lasting results.

An invitation was given the schools to meet in the church

at Neshanic on the 1st of November (circumstances prevented

me from calling it earlier), which was well attended. A short

exercise in reading, mental arithmetic, and geography, ap-

peared to be well received by the audience, and two appro-

priate and interesting addresses were delivered by Mr. Cooke,

of Bloomfield, and the Rev. Mr. Goodenow, of Newark, and

I cannot but believe an influence for good was produced.

As to the teachers' institute held at our county seat, I am
pleased to say thirteen of our teachers were in attendance

;

one school was vacant, one teacher was from home, another

did not expect to continue teaching, and but one school was

continued through the week. In a recent visit- to each school

in that township, I have been gratified to find suggestions

there made in successful operation, and others will be taken

up as soon as circumstances will admit.

Respecting our districts, I am fully persuaded we have

about one-third too many; but here a difficulty arises which

is not easy to overcome. In a desire to have our school
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houses easy of access for the children, the number has be-

come too great for the profit of the employers and advantage

to the children. On this subject, my own views have been

materially changed the past year; observation has fully sa-

tisfied me that a school of from forty to sixty children is of

far more advantage and real profit to the children than one

of twenty; and if employers could look at this subject in its

true light, there would not only be a willingness, but a de-

termination much to reduce the number of our districts.

P. N. Beekman.

MONTGOMERY TOWNSHIP.

You will perceive, by the above report, that a much larger

number of children have attended school in the township the

present, than the previous year, and the average number of

months the schools have been in operation is also increased.

One great difficulty in keeping the schools open the whole

year arises from the scarcity of teachers. In many instances

the teachers leave the schools, without making their intention

known to the trustees in time for them to procure another at

the expiration of the term, and a long time would often elapse

before a competent teacher could be employed. I am, how-

ever, happy to state that our schools at this time are all open,

and are taught by teachers who appear fully competent to

discharge the duties committed to them. I should feel grati-

fied if teachers could be procured from our own state to sup-

ply all our common schools ; we are often under the necessity

of waiting a long time for a teacher, in consequence of being

obliged to send to some of the eastern states for one.

I should like to see young men educated among us for the

purpose of becoming teachers, and of making teaching a per-

manent business; and I should be in favor of having the sa-

laries of teachers increased, so that an inducement would be

held out to men of making teaching a permanent business.

One great difficulty has heretofore been in procuring good

teachers; the pay has been insufficient, and worthy teachers

L
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have in consequence abandoned the profession, and gone at

some business that has proved more lucrative. A frequent

change of teachers I consider as operating much to the dis-

advantage of our schools. Let a fair compensation be paid,

and we will then have good teachers, and the cry will not

be heard so frequently that our schools are vacant—a teacher

cannot be employed.

If the legislature of our state should pass a law authorizing

the trustees of a school district to build a house suitable for a

school room, and have a tax assessed upon the taxable pro-

perty in the district for the payment thereof, the complaint

would not so often arise from the teacher, that the house is

altogether unfit for the purposes of a school.

The great difficulty in our present system of building school

houses, is that the expense falls heavily upon a few individu-

als, who are willing to contribute to that purpose; whereas

if a tax was laid equally upon all persons in the district, ac-

cording to their property, such a law would be equitable and

just, and we would soon have our school houses in a proper

condition for our children.

At our last annual town meeting, an additional sum of one

hundred dollars, above the amount raised last year, was

voted to be raised by taxation for school purposes the pre-

sent year, which shows an increasing interest manifested by

our citizens in the cause of education.

I confidently hope the time is not distant when the state

of New Jersey will make her schools free ; when every child

within her borders may have the privilege of receiving an

education ; when learning, the former of the common mind,

shall be accessible to the poor as well as to the rich.

P. V. D. Vanderveer.

WARREN TOWNSHIP.

The time has arrived when it becomes the urgent and im-

portunate duty of every town superintendent in the state of

New Jersey to lay before you a statistical account of the
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state and progress of the schools in their townships, with

their views and experience on the great and momentous sub-

ject relative to the education and instruction of our children,

into whose hands shall be committed the destinies of this

great and mighty republic, whose institutions, political, social,

and religious, have a controlling influence on the nations of

the earth and give an impetus to the world. At this moment

thousands of manacled hands are imploringly extended tons

for aid to strike off the fetters that tyranny and despotism

have forged. The illustrious "Kossuth" is upon our shores,

pleading in strains of matchless eloquence for the cause of

downtrodden, oppressed, and suffering humanity. By the in-

tervention and assistance of the autocrat of Russia, the sworn

enemy of human rights and human freedom, the heel of the

treacherous imbecile tyrant of Austria is planted upon the

neck of his beloved Hungary, trampling in the dust the sa-

cred privileges and inalienable rights of ten millions of brave,

patriotic, and noble people.

The closing scenes of suffering and horror visited upon

them are revolting to the feelings of humanity and an out-

rage upon human nature, which calls loudly for immediate

redress and protection in the future from such cruel brutal

treatment inflicted by foreign intervention. This government

is no longer a doubtful experiment, a shadowy form rising

out of the mist, the scoff of tyrants and ridicule of kings;

but is blazoned forth in its beautiful symmetry, gigantic pro-

portions, and colossal stature, as a beacon light to the world,

a model of human governments, a monument of the wisdom,

intelligence, and patriotism of its immortal founders, a tocsin

of alarm to tyrants, the trepidation of kings, a harbinger of

terror to despots, a practical illustration of the science of free

government, the praise and admiration of every true lover of

liberty, a clear and positive demonstration of the right of the

people to govern themselves, a precious light shining upon

mankind, causing the absurd and ridiculous notion of the di-

vine right of kings and princes to reign to vani.^h as the fee-

ble rays of the glimmering star melts away in the glorious

light of the luminary of day. Let us throw our memories
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back to the time when our pilgrim fathers fled from tyranny

and oppression, and landed on the barren rock of Plymouth,

and contemplate the scenes then presented to the view, and

contrast it with the present, and propound the question, what

has effected the mighty change? How came the vast inter-

minable wilderness, inhabited by a few wandering savages,

one of the most powerful, free, and enlightened nations of the

earth in such a brief period, unparalleled in the annals of

history? The answer to this question is positive and certain.

It was the early attention of the first settlers of this country to

the subject of common school education. It was among the

first provisions, that every district containing (within conve-

nient limits) a sufficient number of children, shall maintain a

common school a certain number of months in each year, and

every child be obliged to attend. This liberal and enlightened

policy was pursued by several of the states, as they sprang

into existence. Common schools and academies were esta-

blished, and colleges endowed, and we are realizing the glo-

rious results of the wisdom of their policy. Search the re-

cords of history, and you will find the system of policy adopt-

ed by monarchies has been to accommodate a few with the

most liberal course of instruction and highest degree of edu-

cation, while the masses were kept in ignorance, knowing, if

they had the benefit of a common school education, it would

enable them to discover the rottenness of the foundation on

which hereditary monarchy rests, and would induce them to

begin with reform, which would end in revolution. This fact

has been clearly demonstrated in several nations, where a

more liberal system of late has prevailed, the spirit of reform

keeping pace with the improvement of common education

until it ended in revolution, overthrowing monarchies and

establishing republics. If the basis on which our government

and free institutions rest, and we owe our present prosperity

and greatness to the information, intelligence, and virtue of

the people, it should be considered an object of the first im-

portance of every state in this Union to give the whole popu-

lation at least a common school education. It is evident that

a large portion of the best talents and many of the brightest
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gems of intellect, which would be an honor to our country

and pillars in our government, are never developed for the

want of early instruction.

New Jersey is in the rear of some of her sister states on

this important subject; but I feel an assurance that her pre-

sent enUghtened legislature will perfect her common school

system, increase its fund, and place her immediately in the

front rank in the march of intelligence. The day is not far

distant, I hope, when our school fund will be sufficient to

establish academies in every township, and a college in every

county in the state. The capacity of the human mind to re-

ceive instruction and knowledge, elevating man from the

lowest state of savage degradation to the highest degree of

intellectual refinement, should operate as a powerful incen-

tive, urging our legislature, securing the aid and cooperation

of every citizen to provide amply for this great popular and

important object. We are a plain practical people, and should

be careful in the selection of teachers for the training and in-

struction of the youthful mind. They should possess a happy

and pleasing faculty of imparting instruction, correct moral

deportment, enlightened libera] principles, plain common
sense practical views, free from bigotry, speculative theories,

and sickly sentimental "isms," for it is

" Education forms the youthful mind, '

Just as the bough is bent the tree 's inclined."'

The schools in this township have been well attended

during the past year, and considerable interest manifested on

the subject of education. Still there is not that active ener-

getic operative interest felt by parents, trustees, and the com-

munity, that is desirable on this subject. Seven hundred

dollars was raised again last spring by tax for our schools,

making the schools free in the largest districts. The teachers

of this township are principally young men of good abilities,

and are well qualified for their occupation. Our schools are

well governed, the rod is seldom used, and they are in a

highly flourishing condition compared with what they were

a few years ago. Who would not be proud to see every son

and daughter of New Jersey and of this Union enjoying the
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benefit of a good education, and every countenance radiant

with intelligence and virtue? Let the friends of this sacred

cause redouble their energies, unite their efforts, and exert

their influence until this great and glorious object shall be

accomplished. Then shall we stand preeminent in the family

of nations; then shall our march to greatness, glory, and

grandeur be realized ; then shall we be able clearly to dis-

tinguish what is our duty to each other as states, and to those

nations who are imploring our protection from the cruelty

and oppression of foreign despots ; then shall our glorious

inheritance, bequeathed to us by our revolutionary fathers,

be preserved and perpetuated to that period when the an-

gelic messenger shall declare to the astonished nations of the

earth that time shall be no longer.

Daniel Cory.

SUSSEX COUNTY.

BTRAM TOWNSHIP.

We have raised by tax ^1284; only part of this sum has as

yet been received. Schools have not been maintained so well

during the past year, as the one that preceded it. The large

fund raised did not have the effect to excite an increase of

interest in the schools. It has, however, had one good effect

in my township, that is, it has induced the erection of three

new and convenient school houses, and determined the citi-

zens of one other district to do likewise. The tax payers

encouraged the appropriation of the fund raised by tax to

this use, and, so far as we are concerned, a better use could

jiot have been made of that fund.

The mass of our people are not ripe for free schools ; with

the present feeling of interest in the subject, they would be

plundered of the fund, and receive less advantage from the
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means of education than under the old system. A small sum
of money appropriated annually is of good service, and it

should be increasing every year ; and efforts should be made
to increase interest with the increase of money applied to this

use, until the people's wants be in a fit condition to avail

themselves of the full advantage of free schools—then make
them free.

The present law is defective in giving power to the trus-

tees to license teachers. They will overrule the superintend-

ent, and very incompetent teachers are selected. Their selec-

tion, in some instances, is not so much influenced by the

qualifications of the teacher as by his family relations and

other matters, which ought not to enter into the subject.

This would be a very great evil where there is a large fund.

Trustees would be found in most districts to absorb the fund,

whether qualified or not for their responsible office.

Our schools have not been kept open as long as usual this

year, because of the pulling down of old, and building new
school houses; and in some districts the inhabitants waited

the payment of the taxes, so that when they had a school,

it should be entirely free.

C. A. Leport.

HARDrSTON TOWNSHIP.

The schools in this township are annually improving.

During the present year we have had full schools, and some
of them have been very good. Parents appear to be far more
engaged than formerly respecting the education of their chil-

dren. They are more particular respecting the qualifications

of the teacher and more willing to procure suitable books,

&c., for the schools.

Some think the present system of free schools bears rather

hard upon those who have no children to send, but probably

it is about as good and wise as they could make it, and it may
bewell to give it a thorough trial before any important change

be made.

Joel Campbell.
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FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP.

In making my report, I can only speak of the schools since

the first of April, the time when I came into office. The
schools have been kept open, with the exception of one or

two, for a few weeks during the summer, and are all now in

operation and supplied with teachers.

I have visited the schools as often, or oftener, than once a

quarter, and have been highly pleased with the order, disci-

pline, and progress of the children. Most of the teachers have

been well qualified, and have discharged their duty towards

their pupils in a manner worthy of their profession. There

are, however, exceptions to this general remark. Some one

or two, while they were tolerable scholars, were destitute of

other important qualifications. Such teachers, however, could

not long find employment in this community.

In my visits to the schools, I have endeavored to secure

the attendance of the trustees and parents, and have been

successful in most cases with the trustees, and in some cases

the parents have attended. This has had a happy effect, both

upon the schools and the employers. The people are begin-

ning in some measure to appreciate well qualified teachers

and good schools.

We have in this township ten school houses; one is «,

stone building, the others are wooden, only one of which has

two rooms. Some have an entry or hall, others have none.

But one can be said to be in good repair, and properly and

comfortably seated. Some are hardly passable, while one or

two are in a dilapidated condition. Three of these have play

grounds, the others are without any convenient place for the

children but the street or highway, destitute of shade, and

mostly without those external conveniences which decency

so urgently demands. I hope the time will soon come when
the trustees and parents will consider this matter, and sup-

ply these things, so desirable for the comfort and convenience

of their children.

Alfred Ketcham.
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NEWTON TOWNSHIP.

It is very difficult to procure proper data for the amount

of education, as several of our teachers are paid by the month,

and they will not keep a daily record. The registers we fur-

nished for the districts are not attended to, and some have

been taken off by the teachers, &c.

In the above table I have given the best assumption I

could collect. Had I been town superintendent last year, it

would be more correct. The wages, by the month, varies

from ig20 to ^35.

In regard to the workings of the school law and last year's

supplement, I think it has given as much satisfaction as we
could expect under the circumstances. Many changes could

be made in it, which would probably give more efficiency,

and would be submitted to with a better grace. These I will

notice in order:

Funds.—The state to appropriate all her available funds

for education, and supply their place by a direct tax for the

support of the government. To the amounts received, the

townships to add all their available funds, and every district

to have power to add any amount which would be necessary

to make the school or schools free during the year, or as

many months as they could. But when the amount in a dis-

trict is not enough to make the school free for the year, the

amount available should be divided on the quarters taught,

and the balance paid by rates, as formerly ; for at present,

when the schools are free, a flood pours in upon the teacher,

almost impossible to class or attend to, and when the free

quarter is out, there is such an ebb that the school cannot be

maintained. Examinations should be had in each county by

districts; in each district by one county examiner with the

town superintendent. Though there has been no trouble in

this township, there has in others, from the acts of trustees

favoring some friend.

Umpires.—Where districts are formed from parts of town-

ships or counties, there should be some umpire appointed to

settle mooted questions.
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Much difficulty arises from the cutting up of the districts

;

might not some regulation be adopted limiting both the ex-

tent and diminution of districts, unless in particular cases of

real necessity?

Francis Moran.

SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP.

The school houses in this township are all comfortable

buildings, with play grounds attached, belonging to the in-

habitants of the several districts. Six of them are stone

houses, three frame, and one log. Seven of our school houses

have blackboards, and are well seated for the convenience

of teachers and pupils. I believe the majority of the inha-

bitants of this township are in favour of establishing free

schools by the appropriation of the state revenue, and de-

fraying the expenses of the state government by a direct tax

on the people. There was no money raised in this township

for school purposes, town meeting being held in March, and

the late act concerning schools not being then known. There

are seven teachers engaged in teaching at present in this

township, five males and two females, all well qualified and

licensed.

J. Fleming.

STILLWATER TOWNSHIP.

It may not be out of place for me to give you my opinion

with regard to the working of the supplement to the school

law, passed at the last session of the legislature. This town-

ship, at the last annual town meeting, voted to raise by tax

three dollars per scholar. The immediate effect created by

the majority vote of the township, in raising that amount of

school money, was attended with much dissatisfaction among

the wealthy class of people, especially those who have no

children to send to school, as well as those whose children
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have passed the age of attending school ; even in some cases

they have thrown obstacles in the way of a class of people

who would be more especially benefited by persuasion or

otherwise, and have prevented them from giving their chil-

dren an opportunity of participating in the benefits of a free

school. Doubtless the motive is for the purpose of having an

argument, that will have its weight in preventing the town-

ship in raising a like amount in future. From the continued

feeling manifested, even to this time, I should judge that the

township will fail in raising any money at the next town
meeting. I know not what effects have followed the raising

the full amount allowed by levy in other townships in va-

rious parts of the state ; but my impression at present is,

that to have the full benefits of a free school, or one nearly

approximating, as has been the case in this township the

present year, the fund appropriated should be uniform—not

have a free school one year, and probably the next only

what is appropriated by the legislature, together with the in-

terest of the surplus revenue, which is barely sufficient for

^ne quarter's schooling. One township raises a large amount,

a township adjoining perhaps none ; the same township one

year raising sufficient to make the schools free, the next per-

haps none, alternating as the friends or enemies of free

schools shall happen to be present and in the majority, re-

sulting, as a natural consequence, in ill feeling, arraigning

one portion of the inhabitants against the other.

It would unquestionably be better that the legislature

should pass an enactment (submit the same to the popular

vote of the people of the state, to be rejected or adopted at the

will of the majority,) appropriating a sufficient amount to

make the schools free, and then levy a direct state tax to

meet the appropriation, thereby making the burthen equal,

proportionate to each individual's wealth; consequently clos-

ing the door to recrimination, ill feeling, and contention with

regard to the matter, and thereby giving the inhabitants,

trustees, and others interested more time for reflection in

looking for better qualified teachers, better provided school

rooms, &c., in their respective districts.
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During the past year a marked improvement has been ex-

hibited in securing well qualified teachers, in keeping our

school rooms in better order, and in selecting approved

modern school books. The Sussex County Educational So-

ciety have taken a commendable step in recommending a

uniform standard of school books for the county ; the plan

is being carried into effect—thus preventing a change of

school books upon the advent of every new teacher in the

district, thereby saving much expense to parents and guard-

ians, also assisting the teacher materially in advancing his

school by having the scholars well classified in large classes,

saving much time and trouble.

I have been gratified with the change that has been made

by associating the trustees with the superintendent in the

examination of teachers. In more than one instance, I can

call to mind where we have examined the teacher—the trus-

tees were prompt in refusing the teacher a license ; whereas

I am certain if I had examined the teacher alone, and re-

fused the license, the trustees would have been extremely

dissatisfied. The trustees have been more interested in hav-

ing well qualified teachers, and also in looking after the in-

terests of the school.

During the past summer session in this township the

schools have been unusually small, owing to the general

prevailing epidemics of measles and whooping cough. At

the present time, the winter session, the schools are unusu-

ally full.

C. V. MoORE.

VERNON TOWNSHIP.

In addition to the above statistics, the superintendent of

the township of Vernon begs leave to submit the following

remarks: ^
The law establishing free schools, as approved March

14th, 1851, seems not to have met with very general favor

or support among the inhabitants of this township. It was
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generally believed that to make the schools free till the pub-

lic money was expended, would have a tendency to greatly

increase the attendance for that time, and render it diiiicnit,

and perhaps impossible, to support school ibr the remainder

of the year.

Accordingly, at the annual district meetings, a majority of

the districts instructed their trustees to apply the public funds,

as before practised, equally upon the summer and winter

terms, thus making no part of the school free to ail. When
this was done, and an order sent by the trustees for the pub-

lic fund for the payment of teachers' wages, the superintend-

ent has not thought proper to withhold their dividend, though

manifestly expended contrary to the provisions of the law.

Seven of the nineteen districts made their shools free till

the public money was expended. The attendance, where sa-

tisfactory teachers were employed, was considerably increas-

ed during the time, though not to an unusual extent ; and

but two of the seven seem likely to discontinue their school

on account of the entire expenditure of the public money.

Three districts that have become incorporated, and one part

of a district, support a free school the entire year by tax on

the property of the inhabitants.

The idea of schools free to all seems to meet with general

favor in this township ; but it is believed that a much larger

appropriation should be made by the state, leaving a less

amount to be made up by the townships and districts.

The law, as regards licensing teachers, seems to need no

amendment, unless a thorough acquaintance with certain

specified branches be fixed as a standard for the qualifica-

tions of any teacher, so that none could be licensed if found

deficient in the studies enumerated.

Several teachers have been licensed for particular districts,

whose qualifications would not have entitled them to a ge-

neral license for the township, and three applicants have

been refused license in consequence of a lack of proper qual-

ifications.

The schools have been visited by the superintendent, at

least once each quarter, either alone or in connection with

M
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the trustees, and it is believed that the condition of schools

and the cause of education is steadily advancing.

Two new and improved school houses were erected last

year, as many this year, and it is believed that as many
more will be built during the next.

It is believed that the central district of Vernon can boast

a school house which, for convenience and elegance, is not

surpassed by any in the county.

There is an increasing demand for well qualified teachers,

and your reporter believes that a state normal school, or

teachers' institute for each county, is needed to supply this

demand from among the youth of our own state, without

being obliged to employ so many teachers from abroad.

R. C. Browning.

WANTAGE TOWNSHIP.

There has been during a few years past in this township

a great change, favorable to the education of the children of

poor parents. No persan, at all acquainted with this township,

can for a moment question the ability of the people to carry

out this noble enterprise, which contemplates the intellectual

culture of the whole mass of our rising population.

In the examination of teachers, I have endeavored to com-

ply with the requisitions of the law. Aided by the trustees

of the different districts where the teachers have been em-

ployed, I have examined 31 teachers; males 25, females 6.

The ages of the males have varied from 18 to 40 years; fe-

males from 18 to 30. As we believed it to be a duty incum-

bent upon us, we have endeavored to make our examinations

thorough. Nearly all whom we have examined, we have

found very well qualified to teach our schools. In three in-

stances, we confined our licenses to summer schools for the

term of three months.

I have visited all the schools once, and ten of them twice.

In most instances one or more of the trustees have visited

the schools in company with me, and frequently parents and
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others, who were not trustees. The examinations of both

teachers and schools have excited a very commendable de-

gree of interest among the people, and I hope will promote

the intellectual and moral welfare of our children.

As I am very fond of children, I find it pleasant to visit

the school room, and have labored earnestly to benefit the

schools. I love to find teachers qualified for the work, pos-

sessing a faculty for it, and industriously engaged in the

business.

I have found in our school rooms a number of excellent

school books. I am anxious to have introduced into our

schools a complete system of good school books, and believe

that the cause of education will be best promoted in our com-

mon schools by a uniformity of books adapted to the capaci-

ties of our children.

A spirit of enterprise is very much needed with reference

to our school houses, as a number of them are in a very dila-

pidated condition.

John B. Case.

WARREN COUNTY.

FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP.

The schools of this township have been visited by me ac-

cording to law, and from careful observation I have noticed

a decided improvement. Licensed teachers only have been

employed, all of whom were well qualified to teach. The
system of common school education would be greatly ad-

vanced by a general recommendation of school books from

the State Superintendent, to be used in all the schools, so

that the course of studies would not be materially altered by
a change of teachers.
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The raising of money by townships is a source of much
dissatisfaction; would it not be better for the state to raise

the money necessary for schools?

Alfred Gale.

HARMONY TOWNSHIP.

All the schools of this township, with the exception of one,

are in successful operation at the present time, and are do-

ing as well as can be expected, from the meagre compensa-

tion allowed their teachers. We have not, as yet, derived

any benefit from the recent improvement in the school law,

but have hopes that we shall soon. But, notwithstanding

this favorable report of the schools under my charge, there

is room for improvement still; I should like to see our school

houses have suitable locations, properly ventilated, with play

grounds attached, and in all respects adapted to the business

for which they are designed. I should like to see our teachers

well provided for, never less than three hundred dollars a

year, as a just equivalent for the services of a competent

man, and ready for him when his work is done. There may
be a normal school established in every county in this state,

and yet if there is not a sufficient compensation held out to

induce educated young men to engage in the business of

teaching, it will not go on successfully. I should like to have

this truth brought home to the mind of every citizen of this

township, that the wealthy amongst them are morally bound

to educate the children of the poor.

But when the public mind becomes sufficiently enlightened

on the subject of education, and convinced of the utility of

these radical changes, then we shall see these old buildings

that are now used as school houses torn down, and suitable

ones erected in their stead, not so remarkable for expense as

adaptedness in all respects to the wants of those for whom
they were designed.

Jno. B. Weldon.
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ENOWLTON TOWNSHIP.

The above statement approximates as near the truth as it

is possible for me to arrive, as some of our teachers keep

very imperfect registers of their children.

The condition of our schools, you will perceive, remains

nearly the same as in my last report. We still are destitute

of well qualified teachers, having in some instances to accept

of those of the very poorest kind, or suffer our schools to re-

main vacant. We have some teachers, however, who are an

honor to their profession. Our people, generally, manifest too

little interest in the cause of education, being willing to ac-

cept of the services of almost any kind of a teacher long

enough to consume the public money allotted to their district^

provided he will work cheap.

We have had some two or three female teachers during

the summer, whose qualifications were superior, as a general

thing, to our male teachers. There is, among the people of

the township, a disposition to divide our districts, so as to

render it impossible to secure the services of competent

teachers. We have more school houses than we can fill with

children and suitable teachers. To avert this, some of the

districts have availed themselves of the provisions of our

supplement to the school law, and got their districts incor-

porated.

Notwithstanding our want of competent teachers and the

backward state of our schools generally, yet I think that I

may safely affirm that they have advanced considerably for

the last five years, and that if our legislatures continue to

improve and liberalize our laws, we shall, in a few years, be

able to boast of as good a system of schools as our sister

states.

Jehiel y. Kern^
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OXFORD TOWNSHIP.

The .time has arrived in which it becomes my duty to re-

port to you the condition of the schools in the township of

Oxford. Our schools are about as they formerly were, ex-

cepting one—in that there is a great improvement, owing to

the zeal and perseverance of Mr. James Heiles in the cause

of education. A spacious and well arranged house has been

erected and furnished with well selected books, maps, &c.,

for the convenience of the teacher and the advantage of the

pupils, who are well instructed by Mr. St. John, a well qual-

ified and efficient teacher. It would aflbrd me much pleasure

to see all our schools elevated to the same position of im-

provement, but this I do not expect to see with our present

means. I think we have now had time and experience

enough to see that something more must be done before

there will be that improvement made in our schools that the

friends of education desire to see. It is hoped that the legis-

lature of New Jersey will not delay to adopt the course of

the legislatures of other states, and pass an act to establish

free schools: then, I have no doubt, our school houses would
be filled with children, and the hearts of the teachers cheered

and gladdened, and the pupils make greater proficiency in the

sciences.

Henry C. Major.

PHILLIPSBURGH TOWNSHIP.

By way of general remark, permit me to say that from a

careful observation made during my visits to the schools in

the township, since my election to the office of town super-

intendent, I am led to the conclusion that at no former pe-

riod in the history of our common school system, has there

been manifested a more decided interest in favor of popular

education than at the present time. The late supplement to

our school law contemplates a more elevated standard of
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education, and is better adapted to the progress of the arts

and sciences in this age of improvement, and holds out

greater inducements to parents in every condition of life to

continue their children in the common schools. The friends

of education cannot but hail it as the harbinger of a brighter

day, soon to break upon the darkness and gloom that once

enshrouded so many minds in mental obscurity. The spirit

of progression has commenced in good earnest. This is in-

spiring to the feelings, and animating to the hopes of the

friends of this noble cause, to see and feel that popular

opinion is fast turning in favor of the diffusion of universal

education. The present law contemplates this noble work,

inasmuch as it gives the privilege to the several townships,

by the voice of the people, to keep the schools free through-

out the year, thereby giving an equal privilege to the poor,

as well as the affluent, of receiving an education, with all its

accompanying benefits. The subject is one in which we are

all more or less interested; as the object of education is, or

ought to be, the amelioration of the condition of man, phy-

sically, morally, and intellectually, thereby securing his hap-

piness, and rendering him useful as a citizen, elevating his

character, and exerting a salutary influence on mankind, in

all the social relations of life.

It is believed that the law, if fully carried into effect, will

meet the demands of the warmest advocates of the cause of

education. And shall there be any want of cooperation

among the friends of so noble a cause? Shall we hear the

cry of retrenchment at this important crisis, when the cause

has just received so favorable an impetus at the hands of a

liberal legislature? Even should there be a plausibility for

retrenchment, it would be unwise to commence at our com-
mon school fund. Would it not be better to travel over

rougher roads for a year or two, than to cripple the ad-

vancement of so worthy and noble a cause? The effects that

would follow such a course would be merely physical, while

the latter would throw a blight and mildew over minds de-

stined to immortality ! But money alone, however liberally

bestowed, will not accomphsh the great work of educatioru
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Well qualified teachers are requisite—men who are not only

competent to teach the different branches of science, but who
are qualified in natural disposition to form and mould the

tender mind, and direct it to noble and high attainments

—

men who understand human nature in all its phases of

character, by which they are enabled to govern mind—^not

by the rod and the ferrule, those relics of atrocious bar-

barity—but by prompting the mind to a noble ambition,

and impressing it with a sense of the interest and value of.

the acquisition of knowledge.

Frequent complaints are made relative to well qualified

teachers. It is my opinion, that wherever sufficient pecuniary

inducements are held out, competent teachers can almost in-

variably be obtained. There is no excuse for a district being

without a public school, if the people desire one. If the dis-

trict is small, let a female be employed, as their services can

generally be had for a less sum, though many of them are

worthy of being equally rewarded with male teachers. There

are many female teachers whose natural amiableness renders

them peculiarly qualified to train the minds of children, and

cultivating refined sentiments and feelings, which greatly

contribute to the formation of habits of virtue and morality

in after life.

But I must close, hoping that every succeeding year shall

bear witness to the further advancement of the cause of edu-

cation, until every child in the state shall be brought under

the influence, and receive the benefits, of a liberal system of

common schools.

J. R. LOVELL.
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REPORT.

The commissioners to whom was referred the revision and

codification of the laws relating to public schools, respectfully

report a bill as the result of their labors.

The principal objects the commissioners have had in view,

and which they hope they have in a jneasure attained were

:

First.—To put the education of the children and youth of

tlie state within the power of all.

To do this, they ask of the legislature a fair and reasonable

appropriation from the public treasury, and the right to im-

pose a township and district poll and property tax, believing

that the public mind of the state is prepared for a liberal pro-

vision by law, of a character like or equivalent to this.

Second.—To make the education of the children and youth

of the state, the business and workvof the state and people.

To effect this, they report the organization of a state board

and county and township boards of education, and trustees of

district schools, as in their view the best means of attaining

this end.

Experience has taught us that to make the education of the

people efficient and popular, the people must become the actors

in the varied instrumentalities created by law for this pur-

pose.

The commissioners further submit that a general power of

supervision of this great work should be vested in a body of

men who, (they assume), will be selected for their virtue, in-

telligence and patriotism, and as such will sensibly appreciate



the value and weight of the trust committed to them, and who,

jfirom time to time, will commend such modifications of the

system, as the progress of events may render necessary.

Upon the secretary of this board, who,, ex officio, will be

state superintendent of public schools, will devolve varied in-

teresting and laborious duties ; and the commissioners, there-

fore ask for this important officer a i?ompensation, bearing a

fair proportion to the magnitude and responsibilities of his

office.

The commissioners anticipate with confidence such harmoni-

ous action between the respective boards, trustees and teach-

ers, directed by one spirit and animated by enlightened and

generous impulses, that vitality, sta;bility and permanency will

be given to the system- throughout the state.

In one word, the commissioners have faithfully and earnestly

labored to give to the cause of education in New Jersey an

effective organization, in the healthful action of which, with

the blessing of God,, is concerved, as they believe, the strength

and perpetuity of our political, civil and social institutions.

Third.—To secure competent, reliable and responsible

teachers.

The commissioners trust that they have made satisfactory

provision for this object for the existing state of things, look-

ing forward as they do with hopeful confidence, to the devel-

opments of the normal school for the graduation of able and

accomplished teachers for the public schools.

Fourth.—To make such provisions with regard to the

school districts as will avoid the embarrassments which occur-

red under former laws.

It will be perceived that all controversies on this subject are

to be submitted to a board chosen by the people, and the com-

missioners hope, to a board of impartial men, who will have at

heart the welfare of their constituents, whose cases may come

before them for decision and settlement.

The right of supervision and review of these cases by the



county and state boards will, as may be reasonably expected,

in a few years adjust and settle all controversies on this point.

The commissioners do not think it necessary in their report

to go into the details of the bill, they being simply the means

for obtaining the objects enumerated.

In conclusion, the commissioners would most respectfully say,

that they cannot feel that they hare presented a bill free from

defects, but they do assure themselves, that the state has en-

listed their humble but best efforts in preparing a bill which,

if carried out in good faith, will be effective for good, and one

easily susceptible of modifications as time and more enlarged

experience may demand.

All which is most respectfully submitted,

By order of the commissioners,

PETER I. CLARK Chairman,

John Van Brunt Secretary.

Trenton, January 18, 1856.





AN ACT TO ESTABLISH PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

1. Be it enacted hy the Senate and General Assembly of

the State of JVeiv Jersey, That to introduce a more perfect

system of public education, the following organizations shall

be established

:

1. A State Board of Education.

2. County Boards of Education.

3. Township Bo^ds of Education.

4. Boards of Trustees of the several school districts.

Article I.

Of the State Board of Education.

1. A^nd be it enacted, That the state board of education

shall consist of five persons, who shall be nominated by the

Governor and appointed by him, with the advice and consent

of the Senate, who shall hold their office respectively for five

years, except that at the first meeting of the said board of

education it shall be determined by lot or otherwise which of

the members shall hold for one year, which for two years,

which for three years, which for four years, and which for

five years ; and annually thereafter one member shall be ap-

pointed to hold office for five years ; and the Governor, with

the advice and consent of the Senate, as aforesaid, shall fill

all vacancies in said board which may happen by death, resig-

nation or otherwise.
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Powers and Duties of the State Board of Education.

2. And he it enacted, That the said Board of education

shall meet at the city of Trenton within thirty days after their

appointment, upon notice in writing, by the State Superintend-

ent of public schools ; and when so met shall appoint one of

their number president of said board. They shall also appoint

a secretary, who, ex-officio^ shall be a member of said board,

and State Supermtendent of public schools. The said board

shall hold regular meetings thereafter in Trenton, on the first

Tuesdays of June and January annually, the last of which

shall be the annual meeting, with power to adjourn from time

to time, and to hold special meetings on the call of the presi-

dent, when in his opinion the same may be necessary ; of the

time and place of which special meetings ten days' notice in

writing shall be given by the president.

3. And he it enacted, That the said board of education

shall have charge of the public schools of this state, and re-

commend the general course of instruction to be purs ed

therein.

4. And he it enacted. That the said board of education shall

furnish to every county and township board of education the

most approved plans of building, furnishing, warming and ven-

tilating school houses.

5. And he it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the said

board of education, by the secretary thereof, to prepare and

lay before the legislature, on or before the twentieth day of

January, annually, a detailed report of its doings, with such

observations as to the condition and operation of the system

of public education as experience may suggest, and the best

means of improving it.

6. And be it enacted, That the members of the said board

of education shall be reimbursed by the state treasurer for all

necessary expenses incurred in the discharge of their official
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duties, the account being first audited by the secretary of

state. The incidental expenses of the said board shall be al-

lowed and paid in the same manner.

Article II.

Of County Boards of Education.

1. And he it enacted, That the boards of education of the

several counties shall consist of three persons chosen from the

legal voters of the county, who shall hold their office respect-

ively for the term of three years, and be elected by the people

at the same time, and in the same manner as other county offi-

cers are or may be elected, except that at the first meeting of

the said boards it shall be determined by lot or otherwise,

which of the persons shall hold for one year, which for two

years, and which for three years ; and afterwards one mem-
ber shall be elected annually, to hold office for three years.

.2. And he it enacted, That the term of office' of members

of the said boards, shall commence on the third Wednesday

of December, next succeeding the election.

Powers and Duties of the County Boards of Education.

3. And be it enacted,' That the county board of education

of each county, shall meet at the court-house in the county,

within thirty days after their election, as aforesaid, and when

so met, shall appoint one of their number president of said

board ; they shall also appoint a secretary, who, ex-officio,

shall be county superintendent of public schools, and of whose

appointment immediate notice shall be give to the secretary of

the state board of education ; the said board shall hold regu-

lar meetings thereafter, at the court-house in said county, or

such place in the immediate neighborhood thereof, as may be

convenient, on the second Tuesdays of June and December,

2



10

annually, the last of which shall be the annual meeting, with,

power to adjourn from time to time, and to hold special meet-

ings on the call of the president, when, in his opinion, the

same may be necessary ; of the time and place of which spe-

cial meetings, ten days' notice, in writing, shall be given by

the president.

4. And he it enacted, That the county board of education

shall have charge of the public schools in the county, and it

shall be their duty to see that the law respecting public'

schools, is properly enforced therein.

5. Jindheit enacted, That the county board of education in

each county, shall apportion all moneys received from the state,

or appropriated by the county to school purposes, among the

several townships of the county, in the ratio of the popula-

tion thereof, as ascertained by the last preceding census.

6. And he it enacted, That the county board of education

in each county, shall, at the annual meeting, appoint two com-

petent persons, residents of the county, who, in connection

with the county superintendent of said county, shall consti-

tute a board of examiners, to examine and license teachers

in the manner and form as hereinafter provided : provided,

that at the first meeting of said county board, after this act

shall take effect, the said examiners shall be appointed until

the annual meeting of the said county board of education.

7. Andhe it enacted, That the county board of education of

each county, shall, on or before the second Tuesday of De-

cember, annually, transmit, through the secretary thereof, to

the secretary of the state board of education a written report,

exhibiting the condition of the public schools of the county,

with such observations concerning the operation of the law

and the improvement of the schools, as they may deem pro-

per.

8. A7id he it enacted, That the county board of education

in each county, shall keep a record of its proceedings in a book

provided for that purpose.
j

9. And be it enacted, That the respective members of each
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dbunty board of education, shall be reimbursed by the county

collector, for all expenses incurred in the discharge of their

official duties, their accounts being first audited by the board

of chosen freeholders of the county ; the necessary incidental

expenses of the said board, shall be allowed and paid in the

same manner.

10. ^Snd be it enacted, That any vacancy that may happen

in the gounty board of education by death, resignation or

otherwise, shall be filled by the appointment of the court of

common pleas in said county, until the next succeeding annual

election.

Article III.

Of Township Boards of Education.

1. And he it enacted, That the boards of education of the

several townships shall consist of three persons, chosen from

among the legal voters of the township, who shall hold office

for the term of three years, and be elected by the people at

the annual town meetings, in the same manner as" other town-

ship officers are or may be elected, except that at the first

meeting of the said boards, it shall be determined by lot or

otherwise, which of the members shall hold office for one year,

which for two years, and which for three years ; and after-

wards one member shall be elected annually, to hold his office

for three years.

2. And he it enacted, That the term of office of the town-

ship boards shall commence on Tuesday of the week next suc-

ceeding the el&ction.

Powers and Duties of the Township Boards of Education.

3. And be it enacted that the township board of education,
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in each township, shall meet at the place of holding the last

town meeting, within ten days after their election, as afore-

said, and when so met they shall appoint one of their number

president of the said board ; they shall also appoint a secretary,

who, ex-offi,cio, shall be the town superintendent of public

schools ; the said board shall hold regular meetings thereafter,

on the second Tuesdays of April, July, October, and January,

annually ; the last of ,which shall be the annual meeting, with

power to adjourn from time to time, and to hold special meet-

ings on the call of the president, when, in h'is opinion, the

same may be necessary ; of the time and place of which special

meetings, five days' notice, in writing, shall be given by the

president.

4. And he it enacted, That the township boards of educa-

tion, shall have charge of the public schools in their respec-

tive townships, and it shall be their duty to see that the law

respecting public schools, is properly enforced therein.

5. Jind he it enacted, That the respective township boards

of education, shall have full power to form new school dis-

tricts; to abolish any school district or districts ; to consoli-

date school districts, and to alter and change the boundaries of

any school district or districts, whenever, in their judgment, cir-

cumstances shall require ; but no district shall be formed con-

taining less than sixty resident scholars, of legal age, except

in eases when, in the opinion of the board, it may be necessary

to reduce the number ; and in case a district can be more conve-

niently formed of parts of two or more adjacent townships or

counties, the boards of education of such adjacent townships may

form such districts; and it shall be the duty of the township

boards of education to record, in suitable books provided for

the purpose, the names, numbers, and boundaries of the several

school districts, and the alterations and changes that may,

from time to time, be made.

6f And he it enacted, That the township boards of educa-

tion of each township, shall locate all the school-houses in

the township, and when so located, they shall not be altered

or changed without good cause.
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7. ^nd be it enacted, That the superintendent of each

township shall, with the approval of the township board of

education, prescribe the books and gpparatus to be used in the

public schools of the township.

8. Jlnd he it enacted, That the township board of education

shall, on or before the first day of June, annually, apportion

among the several school districts, the money received by the

township^ and the money raised therein for the support of

the schools ; this apportionment shall be made^ on such princi-

ple as the said board of education shall deem best calculated

to promote the cause of education among the people, having *

regard to the wants of the inhabitants of the several school

districts, their situation, the number of pupils attending the

schools, the qualifications of the teachers, and any other just

consideration ; but no apportionment shall be made to any

school, unless established in conformity with the provisions of

this act.

9. And be it enacted, That whenever, upon the'view of the

township board or boards of education, of any township or

tow^nships, or upon the written application made to them by

the trustees of any school district, or upon the written appli-

cation of ten or more legal voters residing in a school district,

certifying that a new school-house is necessary, or that a larger

sum than twenty-five dollars is needed to enlarge or repair a

school-house, the township board or boards of education, shall

call a public meeting of the legal voters of such district, at

some public place therein, by notices signed by their president or

secretary, or by their respective presidents or secretaries, set-

ting forth the time, place, and purposes of such meeting, and

set up in at least three public places in said district, ten days

before the dsy of meeting ; and the legal voters so met, shall

have power, by the consent of the majority of those present,

to authorize the trustees to purchase land to build a new school-

house, or to enlarge or repair the existing school-house, and to

raise, by taxation in the district, any sum of money the majo-
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rity so assembled shall agree to, for any one or all of the pur-

poses enumerated ; and in case any money shall be ordered to

be raised by taxation, the said board or boards of education,

shall make out and sign a certificate thereof, and deliver the

same to the assessor cr assessors of the township or townships

in which said district is situate ; which said assessor or asses-

sors shall first assess upon the polls in the district, such sum

as the township board or boards shall direct, not less than

twenty-five cents, nor more than two dollars, and the balance

on the property, real and personal, in the district ; which mo-

ney shall be assessed, levied, and collected at the time that

other townships moneys are or may be assessed, levied and

collected; and it shall be the duty of the collector or collec-

tors of the township or townships in which said district is

situate, to pay over all moneys by him or them received, which

shall ^have been assessed by virtue of a district meeting as

aforesaid, to the town superintendent of the township in which

the school-house is, or is intended to be located, to be paid out

l)y him on the order of the trustees thereof, for the purposes

directed by the district meeting so held as aforesaid : provided,

that no money shall be paid out for building or repairing any

school-house, until the township board or boards of education

have approved of the intended location of the same, and the

plans and specifications previously submitted to them by the

trustees aforesaid.

10. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the

township board of education to transmit, through the secreta-

ry thereof, on or before the tenth day of December, annually,

to the secretary of the county board of education, a written

report of the condition of the schools of the township, a copy

of which report, shall also be filed with the clerk of the town-

ship, ten days previous to the annual town meeting.

11. And be it enacted, That any vacancies that may happen

ji the township boards of education, caused by death, resigna-

tion, or otherwise, shall be filled by the township committee of

the township, until the next annual town meeting.
,



15

12. And be it enacted. That the members of the township

boards of education, shall be reimbursed by the township col-

lector, for all expenses incurred in the discharge of their offi-

cial duties ; their accounts being first audited by the township

committee. The nece'ssary ii^idental expenses of the said

board, shall be allowed and paid in the same manner.

Article IV.

Of the State Superintendent and County and Town
Superintenden ts.

1. And he it enacted, T\idX the state superintendent of public

schools shall hold his office for three years, and until a succes-

sor shall be appointed ; he shall receive, an annual^ salary of

two thousand dollars, payable quarterly, which shall be in full

for his services and traveling expenses.

2. And he it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the state

superintendent, under the direction of the state board of edu-

cation, as soon as may be practicable after this act shall go

into effect, to compile a code of instructions for the county

and township boards of education, county an«l town superin-

tendents, boards of county examiners, and all other officers

named in this act ; and to append to the same, directory forms

of procedure and forms of reports, certificates to teachers, and

all other forms and matter he may deem necessary to ensure

a complete organization of the system of public education, and

the uniform and thorough administration of the law in all the

educational departments, and to furnish one copy each of the

same, printed in pamphlet form, to the boards of education in

counties and townships, and to the trustees of the public

schools in the state.

3. And he it enacted That it shall be the duty of the state

superintendent to visit the different counties of this state, and,

as far as may be practicable, the different townships and

schools, for the purpose of collecting information as to the

working and administration of the law, and the condition of
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the public schools, and to diffuse information on the subject,

by addresses and personal communication with the people and

with the county, town and school officers.

' 4. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the state

superintendent to adjust and decide, without cost to the parties,

all disputes and controversfbs arising under this act, which

may be submitted to hira for decision ; the facts of which cases

shall be stated in writing, verified by oath or affirmation, if

required, and accompanied with certified copies of all necessary

minutes, contracts, orders, and other documents, and his de-

cision made in writing and by him signed and approved by the

attorney general, and delivered to the county or tow^n super-

intendent in which the controversy or dispute shall have

arisen, shall be conformed to by all persons having- notice

thereof, until a different decision shall be made by the supreme

court, or any circuit court of this state.

5. And he it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the state

superintendent to enter, or cause to be entered, in propef books

provided for the purpose, all decisions made by him of ques-

tions arising under this act.

Of County Superintendents.

6. Andhe it enacted, That the county superintendent shall

hold his office for two years, and until a successor be appoint-

ed ; he shall receive the sum of two dollars for every day in

which he shall be actually engaged in discharging the duties of

his office, to be paid by the county collector out of the funds

of the county, on the order of the county board of education

of said county, provided that no compensation shall be paid

to hira, until he shall produce an acknowledgment of the state

superintendent, that he has received from him the report, re-

quired annually to be made by the provisions of this act.

7. And he it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the

county superintendent to visit; at least once each year, the
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schools in the several townships, and to advise with the town-

ship boards of education, superintendent, and others connected

with the public schools, in all matters pertaining to the ar-

rangement and discipline of the schools, the course of study

to be pursued, and the books to be used ; and with reference

to the duties to be required of the trustees and teachers.

Of Town Superintendents.

8 And be it enacted. That the town superintendent of each

township shall hold his office for one year, and until a succes-

sor be appointed ; he shall receive the sum of one dollar and

fifty cents for every day in which he shall be actually engaged

in discharging the duties of his office, to be paid by the town-

ship collector out of the funds of the township, on the order

of the township board of education : provided, that no com-

pensation shall be paid to hira until he shall produce an ac-

knowledgment of the county superintendent that he has re-

ceived from him the report required annually to be made by

the provisions of this act.

9. And be it enacted, That the town superintendent of pub-

lic schools in each township, is hereby authorized to receive

from the county collector such sums of money as shall be ap-

portioned to said township by the county board of education,

and also from the township collector of the township, such

sum as shall be raised in or appropriated by the township for

school purposes ; but before receiving any money, he shall

enter into bond to the inhabitants of the township in their

corporate name, with two good and sufficient sureties, being

freeholders and residents in the township, to be approved by

the township board of education, in such sum as shall be pre-

scribed by the said board, conditioned for the faithful perform-

ance of the duties of his office ; and the s?id town superinten-

dent shall pay over no money received by him, exdiept upon

the written order of the trustees or a majority of them, which

order shall state the purposes for which it is given, and be
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made payable to the order of the person entitled to receive the

same, and endorsed by him.

10. And he it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the

town superintendent to see that the law respecting public

schools is properly enforced, and the rules and regulations of

the state, county and township boards of education, properly

observed in the township.

11. And he it enacted. That it shall be the duty of the

town superintendent to visit the schools of the township at

least once in every term, to consult and advise with the trus-

tees and teachers, collect information of the condition of the

public schools of the township, and by addresses and other

means diffuse among the people such information as will. tend

to promote the interests of public education.

12. And he it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the

town superintendent of each township to present to the town-

ship board of education at its annual meeting, an exhibit of

his account in such a manner as will show the sources and

amount of receipts, and by whom paid ; the purposes and

amounts of disbursments, and to whom paid, and his vouchers,

in order that the same may be duly audited by the said board.

13. And he it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the town

superintendent of each township, within ten days after the expi-

ration of bis term of office, to render to the president of the

township board of education a just and true account in writing,

of all moneys received and disbursed by him ; and if on ren-

dering such account any balance shall be found remaining in

the hands of the town superintendent, the same shall be im-

(diately paid over by him to his successor in office ;
every town

superintendent who shall refuse or neglect to render such an

account as is above required, or neglect or refuse to pay over

any balance in his hands, shall forfeit for each offence the sum

of fifty dollars ; and it is made the duty of the township board

of education, in the name of the township, to prosecute for

the same.
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Article V.

Of Boards of Trustees and Teachers of the several School

Districts.

1. And he it enacted, That the legal voters of the several

school districts shall, at their annual district meetings, to be

holden on the first Monday in April next, elect three discrete

persons, being residents and voters in the district, to be the

trustees of the said district ; and at the first election held af-

ter this act shall take effect, they shall elect one of the said

trustees to hold his office for one year, one to hold his office

for two years, and one to hold his office for three years ; and

afterwards one trustee shall be elected annually, on the first

Monday of April, to hold his office for three years, and in case

of any vacancy, the same shall be filled by the legal voters of

the district, at a special meeting to be called for that purpose

by the remaining trustees, or if there be no trustee m office in

the said district, then by the town superintendent of the town-

ship ; of which meetings ten days' notice, in writing, shall be

given, by notices set up in fhree of the most public places in

the district.

2. And he it enacted, That the trustees of the district schools,

and their successors, are hereby severally constituted bodies

corporate and politic, to be known and distinguished by such

name as they may respectively assume, or as may be given to

them by their respective township boards of education.

3. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of th'e trus-

tees to provide a suitable house in which the school shall be

kept, subject to the approval of the township board of educa-

tion. They shall have the custody and control of the house

and other property of the district. They shall give notice of

the annual and other meetings of the district for the election of

the trustees. They may, with the approval of the township

board of education, contract with and employ a competent
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teacher, having a certificate of license. They shall pay the

vfages of such teacher, by an order,. in writing, on the town

superintendent of the township, which order must be signed

by the trustees, or a majority of them, and shall state the

purpose for which it is given, and be made payable to the

order of the person entitled to receive the same, and endorsed

by him.

4. And he it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the trus-

tees of each school district, to transmit, on or before the first

day of May annually, to the secretary of the township board

of education, cf the township in which the district is situate,

a complete list of the children redding therein, capable of

attending school, between the ages of five and eighteen yefirs,

together with their names, and the names of their parents or

guardians, and to place on file with the teacher of the district,

a true copy of said list and in case the trustees neglect or

refuse to make such report, they shall not be entitled to draw

on the town superintendent of the township, for any portion of

the money apportioned to or raised in the township, for school

purposes.

5. And he it enacted, That the trustees, by one or more of

their number, shall be required to visit the schools of their

district, at least once in every term, and perform such other •

duties as may be required of them, by the township board of

education, in order to carry into ejffect the provisions of this

act.

Of Teachers.

6. And he it enacted^ That no person shall be employed as

a teacher in any school supported entirely, or in part, by the

public money, unless such teacher shall possess a certificate of

license ; and whose moral character, literary qualifications, and

ability to teach, shall be such, as in the judgment of the county

board of examiners, qualify him for the oflfice of teacher.
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7. ^ind be it eiiacted, That every teacher so employed, shall

keep a register of all the children in the district, and of all

the children attending the school ; their names, and ages, and

the names of their parents or guardians ; the date when each

child entered and left the school ; their daily attendance ; the

branches taught, and the number and names of pupils engaged

in the study of each of the said branches, and also to record

the day of the month on which the school may be visited by
any of the township or other officers named in this act, as

well as the names of other visitors. A copy of which reo-ister

shall be filed by the teacher, with the town superintendent of

the township in which thedistrict is'situate; and until so filed,

it sjjall not be lawful for the teacher so neglecting or refusing,

to receive any portion of the public money for his services.

Article VI.

Ofthe State Appropriations for the support of Public Schools.

1. ^nrf 6e tY eTJcc^erf, That for the encouragement and main-
tenance of public schools in the several townships and cities of
this state, the sura of one hundred .thousand dollars is hereby
annually appropriated. Fifty thousand dollars out of the

income of the school fund, and fifty thousand dollars out of

the state treasury. If the annual income of the school fund
shall not have been received in full, or shall be insufficient for

this purpose, then the treasurer of the state, is hereby directed

to pay the same out of the state treasury, to be replaced by
the annual income of the said fund, so soon as it shall be

received.

2. And be it enacted, That the sum of fifty thousand dollars

out of the income of the school fund, shall be paid on or before

the first day of April annually
; and the sum of fifty thousand

dollars out of the state treasjjry in like manner, on or before

the first day of October, annually.
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3. And he it enacted^ That it shall be the duty of the trus-

tees of the school fund, on or before the first day of April,

annually, to apportion the money so appropriated, among the

different counties of tbis state, in the ratio of. the population

thereof, as ascertained by the last preceding census. A copy

of which apportionment shall be made out, and filed with the

Treasurer^ whose duty it shall be, forthwith to give notice, in

writing, to the collectors of the several counties, and also to

the presidents of the county boards of education, of the sum

apportioned to each county. One half of which shall be paid

immediately thereafter, by the state treasurer, to the county

collectors of the several counties, and the other half in like

manner, on or before the first day of October annually.

Of the Money raised in the Townships for the support of

Public Schools.

4. And be it enactedy That it shall be the duty of the town-

ship board of education, in each county, at its meeting in Jan-

uary, annually, to determine by estimate, as nearly as practica-

ble, the amount of money necessary to be raised in the town-

ship in addition to the state appropriation, for the purpose of

maintaining free schools the ensuing year, which estimate in

detail, shall be filed with the clerk of the township, ten days

previous to the annual town meeting, and a copy thereof deli-

vered by the said clerk to the assessor of the township, who*

shall be chosen at the ensuing town meeting, at least one

month previous to the time required by law, for making the

assessment of taxes in said township.

5. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the asses-

sor of the township to assess on the polls and estates of the

inhabitants of the townships, such sura as the said township

board of education shall certify as necessary to maintain free

schools in the township ; the assessment to be made at the

same time, and collected in the same manner as other township

or city taxes are or may be assessed and collected.
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6. And be it enacted, That in assessing the amount;^rovi-

ded for in the preceding section, the sum of one dollar shall

be assessed on each male inhabitant of the township, of the

age of twenty one years and upwards, and the remainder on
the taxable property of the township, in the same manner as

other township taxes are or may be assessed.

7. And be it enacted, That the money apportioned to the

township, and the money raised therein,^ shall be applied by
the township board of education, in each township, to the pur-

poses of maintaining free schools in said township, in which
shall be taught, free of charge, all the children resifhtig therein,

of legal age, and capable of attending school.

Miscellaneous Provisions.

8. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the board

of examiners, in each county in this state to meet on the fourth

Tuesdays of March and September, annually, at ten o'clock

A. M., at the court house in the county, or such place in the

mraediate vicinity thereof, as may be convenient, with power

to adjourn from time to time, and to hold special meetings

when they may be deemed necessary by the county superin-

tendent ; and when so met, shall examine and license by cer-

tificate under their hands and seals, suitable persons as teach-

ers of the public schools in the county, which said certificates

shall express the grade of qualification of the teacher in man-

ner and form that shall be prescribed by the state superinten-

jdent, and shall continue in force for one year unless for just

(cause revoked by said board of examiners.

^ 9. And be it enacted, That the members of said board of

examiners shall respectively receive for the services required

of them by the preceding section, the sum of two dollars per

day while engaged in the performance of their duty to be paid

by the county collector out of the funds of the county upon

the order of the president of the county board of education.
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• Repealing Clause.

10. And be it enacted, That all general and special acts

and parts of acts, and all supplements thereto, inconsistent

with the provisions of this act, be and the same are hereby

repealed, except such acts as have been passed with reference

to the schools of incorporated cities
;
provided, that the fifth

and sixth sections of the supplement to the act entitled "An

act to establish public schools," approved March fourteenth,

eighteen hundred and fifty-one, shall be and remain in full

force until the provisions of thislact shall take full effect.
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