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, , STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

1''.E:'PkH,;f,MENT OF CONSERVATION. 

AND EGONOMIG DEVELOPM-ENT 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

TRENTON 25 

August. 1965 

It is with great pieasure that we present this 
study entitled "The Forest Resource in New Jersey", 
which is one of a series of monographs on the natural 
resources of the State. This series is a part of the 
inventory stage of the Statewide Planning Program. 

Although New Jersey is the most urbanized 
state ~n the nation, it possesses an abundance of natural 
resources. It is the States' policy to de,velope and en-

. hance these resources in order that the greatest benefit 
may be derived from them. Therefore, the inventory 
and recommendations for future use of these resources 
forms a vital part of the Statewide Plan?ing Program. 

This monograph examines the forests of New 
J'ersey from both an economic and a land use point of 
view. Challenges to the future status of this resource 
and means of assuring the existence and well being of 
the forests and woodland of New Jersey are examined. 

This report is offered in the hope of stimulating 
further. discussion. Your comments on this material are 
most welcome. 

Robert A. Rcie 
Commissioner 
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·About this report; .. , , 

This monograph is one of a series of studies 
concerned with the status of natural resources iri 
New Jersey that contribute.to both the economy and 
the land use pattern of the State; These studies have 
been 1.;mdertaken as 'part of the inventory phase of the 
Statewide Planning Progra:tn Which has as its ultimate 
objective.the preparation of a comprehensive State 
Development Plan. 

The New Jersey Division of'State and Regional 
Planning operates under a mandate to promote the 
orderly developme·nt of the State's physical assets by: 

L asi;:;embling and analyzing pertinent 
facts regarding existing development 
condition.s and trends; 

2. preparing and maintaining a compre-
hensive guide plan and long-term 
development program forthe future 
improvement and development of the 
State; 

3, undertaking the task of achieving fuller 
coordination of the development activities· 
of the several State departments; and· 

4, stimulating, assisting, and coordinating 
local, county, and regional planning 
activities,• 

The main objectives of these monographs are to: 

L establish th~ role and current status of 
the various forms of land use in New Jersey. 

2, identify past and current tr~nds reflected 
by each of these land uses 

3. discuss the significance bf these trends 

4. discuss a broad policy with regard to the 
future role of each land use in relation to. 
the ultimate pattern of development within 
the- State, 



Introduction 

Peo le have becomJ so accustomed to the 
urbanizatio and industrialization which h1as come 
to characte ize much of New Jersey, tha1t they 

I 

often over lo k the fact that nearly one-half of the 
State is stil1 'forested (see figures 1 and 2,. Because 
they lack th grandeur of the great stands

1 
of timber 

ih;many par s of the country New Jersey'i;, forest 
lands somet ·me do not rec~ive consideratiion relative 
to their imp rtance. j 

I ! 

Des fte decades of :6.eglect and waikte during 
the 19th cen ruy, New Jers~y's forests ate today 
one of its m st valuable natural reso1.1rce~. The 
uses of thes forested land~ and their pro~ucts 
extend from construction materials and r~w materials 
of manufact re to recreatidn and open space. Forested 
areas also lay an importa111t role in assuting the ade-
quacy of the State's water s;upply. It is t~e objective 
of this monograph to asses 9 the role of fo!t'ests in New 
Jersey' not 'ng especially their potential for the future 
from a reso rce standpoint' and their role I in preserving· 
needed open space in this urban State. I 

Extent of Forest Covera e 1n New Jerse i 
• I , . I 

Wha constitutes a forest area? According 
• I to the U.S. orest Service 1there are thre~ character,:-

istics of for st land: · I 
I 

I I 
1. nds that are at least 10 perc~nt stocked 

w th trees of any 1 size and are c:apable of 
p oducing timber; or other woo4 products, 
o of exerting ani influence on t~e climate 
o on the water r

1

egime; I 

2. nd from which !the trees described in 
11 11 , ' . , I have been removed to less than 10 
p ecent stocking 1and that has not been 
d veloped for oth11er use; I 

3. L J nd upon which trees have beelp planted 
to serve a specif}c purpose. 1 I 

I 

. I 

1. U.S. Forest Service, Timber Resourcls of New Jers~, 
Upper Darby, Pennsyl.va,nia, 195 8, p. 31. 

I 

i 
I I 
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I . I 
There are two distinct foreh area.s in the . 

Stat,e; the deciduous woodlands of riorthern Jersey 
and tµe Pine Barren$ of southern J;ersey. With · 
neady one-half of th1e State's area !covered by this 
reso rce, it is a sig6ificant land u~e in the Garden 
State 

·FrGURE .2 

L 'A N D l:J S E : I ·N N E ·W .J E R S E 

il.• 

I 
- 31% URB~N ANO 

\!"""" 
~,585,000 ACRES 

Ii 
- 23% FARMLAND 

I 

I 

1. 

I 
- 46% FOR!:5T COVERAGE 

2,2~9,000 ACRES 

I 

I 

i . I 
SOURCE. TIMB R RESOURCES IN NEW JERSEY, Nonheastern Fores, Experiment Srion, 'U.S. Department of Agfrculture. 
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History of Forests in New Jersey''· · 

When: ·New Jersey, was ;settled over three, 
hundred years ago, it w~s -covered primarily py ·•. -.. :,i 
.natural waterways',' woodland, and.forest. The • 
Indians living, here at the time had left the forests • C:~':r".D.• 
virtually untouched. The settlers; however, needed·!: tr: J 

land for farms and towns. The:y riE:!e_ded wood for · · J'U .,_ 

fuel, houses, tools, and. boats> Thus they bega;n.'to 
cut the trees and the vast forest resource began to 
disappear. The settlers did·thi,s '.1Not to plunder or 

· destrpy, but to build a civilization. 2 -. 

Thus during the·next several decades, the -
forests were exploited as the new civilization began · 
to build and flourish; Lumber was the pdmary 
building material as new communities were developed; · 
The predominant modes of transportation, boats, . 
wagons; .stagecoaches,-· and trains were all constructed 
with wooc;L . 

.. By the• time .of the Civil Weir~ ,New Jersey's 
forest resources had been badly depleted. Its peak 
as a lumber producer had passed. During tho~e 
years, the forests were mismanaged and there was 
virtually no conservation effort. In 1899, the annual·. 
report from the State Geologist contained a study of 
the State's forest resO:urces. Prepared by some of 
the natiot1Js leading fore-sters including John Gifford 
and Giffo:gq: Pinchot it said in part, "New Jersey is 
ruined as a lumber state. " The report did point out 

· the ·,poss,ibility,, of reviving New Jersey's forests 
for a wide-range of uses through sound forest manage-
ment. 

In 1905 the State Legislature appointed a 
State Board of Forest Park Reservation Commission-
ers with power to acquire forest land. However, little 
mqney was appropriated to accomplish the,jcib. In 
190 7 the Commission appointed a technical forester 
to administer forest reserves. At that time, a goal 
of acquiring for the State 200,000 acres 6f fores;tland 
was establ-ished. Because of the lack of. funds not much 
acreage was accumulated in th_e -early years: Fiowever; ·· 
by purchase and gift, and the recent Green Acres pro- · 
gram the State acquired about 300, 000 acres of lahd 

2. Edwin Larson, Kendell Smith, Forests in the Garden 
State, Northeastern Forest Experiment Station, Upper 
Darby, Pennsylvania, 1958; p. 3. 

-4-



I ' I 
· as.· of 1964 t e vast majodtt of which is forest· tand. 3 

• . . 1 . I .. 
In 1924 the State Forest Fire. Service was 

• :est1:1.blished. Puringprevio~s years the fotests' worst 
'Jane'l!'lY, fire had destroyed! vast acreages I of val.uable 
fore.st land.' ~owever, the Forest Fire Set-vice has· 

;\::utfire dam ige significantly, although an !occasional 
. fire still get j out Qf control1and in a shor~ period qf 
. time destro s many ye~rs If work. . ·.... I ·.'. . . . . 

Duri g the l930's the Civilian Con~ervation 
Corps perfo fUed feats· in t9e States' fores!ts, '"com-
parable, in: he conser_vatio1 sense, to the\ le~endary 
deeds of Pa! 11 Bunyon 1n Wertern woodl.ands. 4 The 
CCC made $ kte owned forests accessible J attractive 

for.r.ec. r.·e.· a.ti n.' ..•. an. d. a.ssiste···dl .. in rn.inimiz1.·n. g .. 1· .. the dam .. a. ge from fires. · · ·· . I · . · · 

· .. In 19 7 a vigorous fJrest a,nd timb , ·l;'· manage-
ment progr1 was initiatedl This prograrli, vastly 
expanded art · improved, is burrently unde~ the juris- . 
diction .. of th.'. 1 D. e.p.art·m. · ent ··o···fi·j· Con._serv···ation·l·a·nd. Ec·o·n·· omic Developmer1:tt.; Because of e~fective manag1ment pro- · · 
grams., har; ~sting and planting advice to ·J;j>rivate land 
owners' irn roved forest fite protection, knd expa.nped . 
land acquisi ~on_ underthe 9reen Acres an~ Federa1 . · .· 
Open Space Jls1stance .programs, the sta-qts of New .. • 

· Jersey's for sts has improyedconsiderallty since the . 
early 1930's '(The Conservation and Respurce M~nage-
ment progra s are discussbd later in thisl report.) 

------·----.--· .. I .. · ..... ··•··•·· ·. 3. Depa... nserva~ion and Econo1Fic Development, 
Third ort- G:tjeen Acres, January 28, 19(;35, 
Awe~ I · · 

4. John, T. 
page '4! 

I 

"'i('oodlands of N w Jersey, 11 1958, 

I 

I 
i 
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USES OF THE FOREST 

Lumber and Pulpwood 

Trees· are used for thre~ basic purposes. 
fuel, lumber, and pulp and paper. As early as 
1650, iron furnaces, glass·and pottery factories,· 
and mo.st homes were using the State's forest 
resources for fuel. Firewood can be cut from 
small trees· and the prolific use of the forests 
severly hampered their maturity. As new fuels. 
have come into use, fuel wood production has 
dropped significantly and use of forests for fuel 
has· virtually ceased .. 

The :lumber industry and the paper and . 
pulp industry are the:.m~jor users ·.of raw wood 
products from the State's forests. There are 
approximately 65 active saw mills in New Jersey 
and they obtain about 60 per cent of their raw 
materials from the forests of the State.5 Most 
of the lumber is used for construction, boat 
building, manufacture of wooden containers, and 
pallets, There· are 5 pulp mills in the State protuct-
ing pulp for use Jn roofin_g , i.ns~lation m~terial, · and 
paper products. · These industries combined account 
for approximately $500,000, 000 worth of products and 

· payroll annually. ?: · . 

Much of New·Jersey.'s lumber is used for 
specialty products· although general construction 
remains·a major consumer. A project such as the 
replica of the sailing ship "Bounty" for use. in the 
motion picture "Muntiny on the Bounty" was con.-
structed in part with New Jersey hardwoods. Because 
of the high quality of some New Jersey timber internal 
work on many boats of varying size is done with Jersey 
lumber products. The high quality of the lumber cut 
in this State has created .a favorable market for New Jersey 
wood .. 

5. U.S. Forest Service, ,,The Timber Resources of 
New Jerseya Upper Darby, Pennsylvania, 1958, p. 3. 

6. Ibid. 

7. Edwin Garson, Wendell Smith, QE.· cit. p. 4. 
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The emands of the 1lumber industr:y and the 
paper and p .lp industry are! somewhat diff!erent. The 
lumber indu try depends primarily upon h;ardwoods, 
while the pa er and pulp industry dependsjon softwood. 
Hardwood a counts for abo-dt 80 percent of all the 
lumber prodl ced in the State. 8 The mosti,conJ.mon 
hardwood 1species are oaks,: yellow poplar!, and sweet- · 
gum. _Seven! ~five per cent !of the ~~lpwoo'r. cu~ in the_ 
State 1s der1 ed from softwood species, prmc1pally 
pitchpine, s or_tleaf pine, artd Virginia pitie, 

i .. I 
I , I 

These two industries also measur~ timber 
differently. he lumbe,r indµstry measure!s trees 
and logs in oard feet whicH results in an estimate 
of the qµant:L of lumber that a tree will yikld. The 
pulp industr measures woqd in terms of bords. 9 
This differe~ce is a refl:ection of the relatlively great 
importance d>f length and st~aightness in d~termining 
the usefullnts of trees for !lumber as conii.pared with 
pulp product·on. A small ori crooked tree bay have 
little or no oard foot volum.e since its value to the 
hardwood us r is limited. ijecause these ~haracteristics 
are not imp rtant to the paper and pulp indlustry, ti;le 

I . I_ • 

same tree w uld have a considerable voli1V1e in cords. 
I ! 

8. U. So For st Service, op. ciL , 6 

9. A board f ot is a piece of lumber 1 foot long, 
1 foot wi e, and 1 inch thick, or its eq~iv:alent. 

. I '1 
A cord is a stack of wooq. 8 feet by 4 f e~t by 

I • 

4 feet or ts equivalent. 
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The Timb 
i 

· Ni !Jerseyis forekts .. provide a substantial 
s~ar~ oft . e .supply requi1e~,by wo?d usipg ind us-~: 
tr1~ m the State. Jt was estimated in.,1958 that the 
State's for sts contained tlea.rly three billion board . 

·feet oftini ;er; enoug? to ~uild 300, o?aflrame ho~s~s. 10 
Tre_es that ::ire not su1tabl~ for saw hmb~r (standmg 
timber .suji fl:>le for lumbet> _can be used ro.r pulpwood . 
~s long as ~o. d~cay has s1t m. In, thei:;_e .1~rms appro~-
1~f tely 11 rnlllon cords ,r woodare av,1lable. y . .· 

• • . . I . . 1. , 
Urilike other natural resources sfich as coal. 

6H, . and :m_ iauic ore.·s, tht ·fores.ts. can b\1e :r;i.'.epleniS:hed .. 
over· time. Once an iorn o,r zinc mine. is depleted it 
~i1,Lneve~ 8:gai~ be asourice of iorn or zlinc. Fore.sts, 
on -the other hand, can be. it'eplanted and if properly· 
managed,: p.n produce a dash crop in th~ next generation. 
Forest ma . agement progr~ms have continually improved 
the qualit:x- ~nd quantity of)timber in ~ewiJersey. A con-
tinuation a d expansion of 1these programs, which are 
discussed n the next section, will guarahtee the future 
of. the.fore t resource in ire State.. I. .· . ·. 

T( ber _volume has been_ steadily increasing 
· in New Jers;ey since the lite 1930 's (see figure 3). In 

recent yeJ ~. the amou:ri.t or.1 . new timber planted and . 
grown has! een abollt four times the amdunt cut. 12 
Much of th lµmber is not of the highest ~ua.lity, but . 
this is a r; sult of past us~ of the forest, ie repeated _ 
cuttings a:i;i • wildfires at short intervals. Improved 
manageme t, fores{ fire ~rotection, and sound harvest-
ing techni~ :es will imprmte the quality 0 1 saw·. timber. 

i 
I 

Other Use of the Forests 

hink of forests I only in terms of timber 
products Ute rally not t9 see the "fore. t for the 
trees." Fo ests serve valuable functiond in terms 
of water s: pply, . recrea.titjn, wildlife coriservation, 
and the le~ tangible aspe~ts of brim.ate 6ontrol and 
aesthetics1• • • I . · 

. 12. 

I 



. Water supply is a problem in. an. ur-ban , · 
state such -as; N~;w Jersey. ·Mu.ch wat.er is o;ften 
lost due to. excess. runoff after ra,i.n:f:at.lo:i;-. melting 
snow. The ·heavy growth in.forests tends to prevent, 
or slow runoff, which in turn replenishes the soil 
and underground aquifers. Forest streams carry 
less mud and silt, thµs prov;iding.·mgre··and cleaner 
water for reserv9irs. Tree coyerage aids in .the. . . 
prevention .. of eJ:'Qs.ion along streams and thus protects, 
the course of ,a, stream. At.the same time :the control 
of runoff les~ens the. possibility of destructive floods .... 
Forestation of•vv:atersheds is vitaLto insuring a sound 
water suppi,y wh~ch in turn is tb,e)if eblood of all f 6r;m,s. 
of developJ:X!ent .. 

. '; '. : . ,: . : '' ' . :,:,: . 

The forest's re>le. in_ recreation ;is va:ri~d a,nd. 
can satisfy a wide range of demand .. The Department 
of Conservation and Economic Development has p:t'ovided 
camp sJtes in seye;ralof its forest .. area,s. l'icnicking, 
hiking, h~nting, fi~hing . an.!l.::-: relaxation are .several . 
other recreation uses that ; wiU1. proper planning,. can 
be accommodated in forested areas. Furthermore; where 
reservoirs are created within forests, · swimming and 
boating and other water oriented activities also might 
be provided. · 

Wildlife and plant life conservation are 
appropriate functions of forests. There are numerous 
species of animals and wildlife that seek refuge in the 
forest areas. Unless the latter are preserved much of 
the wildlife will flee the State or become extinct. Similarly 
there are many forms of plant life, some unique to New 
Jersey, that flourish in the forest and wooded areas. These 
uses can be linked to both recreational and educational 
functions. Examples of the latter are Hutcheson Memorial 
Forest, of Rutgers - The State University which is used 
extensively in the University's education and research 
programs, as well as programs of sec.ondary and elementary 
schools, and Herrontown Wood which is part of Mercer 
County's park system. 

The recreation pqtential of both publicly and 
privately owned forests has just begun to be tapped. 
To realize this potential fully, an active program of 
planning must be initiated to develope these res:ources 
where appropriate, provide more areas available to the 
public, and to provide adequate access to these areas. 
Planning should also be instituted to integrate the forests 
into the land use pattern, especially in terms of recreation. 

-10-



I l . I . 
tltgh forests an4 Climate may , ot 

seem relate , thick woodlailids tend to te 1per 
II ' ' ' . ' I sharp temperature changes and cut down heavy 

wirids. This q.lso aids in thd prevention of wind · 
ero'sion. · ! I · · · . 1 · • · 

·. Fin~ ,Jy, as aestheti, contributions to .· .· 
theurban p~ tern, forests ~re priceless. i he ' 
natural beau tor the autumn sh?W of colols or 
the gree:n · odlands set offjaga1nst th~ bafk- · 
ground of ur ;an development are part of· ~ew 

· Jersey's he ~tage. The opeh: breaks that the · 
woodlands p ovide in this)rriost urbanized !state . 
are irreplac !able. No othe{ low density or open 
space land u e can provide ~he rich natur~l en- ·. · 

:::f:;::its~ ::~ .. ::d~a.fn. ~u:. .. l' eisut' e .. hours' 'aj1 
s C' an 

· · .. Thel . would seem t I be ample jus ification 
• .·· . . .· I . . . ·. I for any nece .sary effort to successfully ·. anage 

and continu~ this resource.] . . ·. · .·· . · · ·. 
. I . 

i 
I 

I 
I ' 

I 
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Conservation and Resource Management 

New Jersey's fprest protection and 
management program i$ designed to enhance 
this valuable :resource. It is aimed at prevent-
ing the overcutting of Hmber which occurred , 
during the nations' early history. • This early 
exploitation essentially prevented the forests 
from maturing as young trees were cut and 
never replaced. ~he constant need for new 
farm land was a major .contributor to this 
problem. Before modern soil .manag.ement 
techniques were instituted farmers farmed 
their land until it was uSeless and then cleared 
more acreage for cr9p$. These early practices 
eliminated many fine timber stands• and pre-
cluded replacement on the unprodµctive land. 

Rapid urbanization of the State, especially 
in recent decades, has a1El6 eliminated many fine 
stands of timber. In addition to the affect on the 
timber supply, the. wholesale. ele.mination of trees 
causes erosion, drainage problems, and the dim-
inution of aesthetics. Nevertheless, the total forest 
coyerage has remained fairly constant due to the 
State's replanting prog:i;-am. 

In some areas an opposite phenomenon has 
occurred. Forests, pefmitted to. grow unchecked 
have become so congested so as to choke off growth. 
This has the affect of injuring the quality of timber 
and depleting the supply of good lumber. 

One of the forest is worst enemies is fire. 
In moments flames can destroy decades and cen-
h1ries of nature's work, Drought is a phenomenon 
that cannot be prevented and it is during these dr.y 
periods that most rores.t fires occur. Precaution, 
quick det~ction, and sound fire fighting techniques 
can _diminish the danger of forest destruction by 
fire. 

Finally, insect~ and disease can be most 
deStructive to a forest. If forests are to remain a 
useful resource, effort must be expended for their 
care and protection. 

-12-
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SOURCE: TIMBER RESOURCES; NEW JERSEY, Northeastern Forest Experi ent Station, U.S. Department of Agriculture. I . 
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There is· a great amount that canbe 
and is being done toward tqis end. In addition 
to managing and protecting State: ·owned forests, 
the State gives considerabie,attention to prd::vate"".' ·. 
ly owned forest areas .of ten ac·res or moreo 13 · · 
The State Nursery at Washington's Crossing • 
raises seedlings for reforestation. Land owners 
with 10 or more acres of forest land may purchase 
these trees at a nominal cost. Professional foresters 
of the Forest Managenient Section of the Department 
of Conservation and Economic Development can assist 
those interested in marketing their timber. The State 
forester goes over the individuals' woodland and sets 
up a forest management plan that suits that particular -, :.• 
woodland and best meets the needs of the property 
owner. The forester marks the trees that are appro-
priate for harvesting and estimates the amount of 
lumber that they should yeild. He then puts the owner 
in contact with a timber agent who accepts bids for 
the job from loggers and sees that the terms of the 
contract are carried out. Further advice is available 
to the land owners on thinning and harvesting methods,~ 
both of which are important to the health of forest areas. 
This program guarantees a satisfactory return to the 
owners and assures future harvests from the same 
woodland. 

Aid and advice are given to private land. 
owners, industries,· and groups such as Boy Scouts, 
YMCA camps, and church organizations that wish to 
establish free plantations to be harvested in the 
future. The amount of acreage that has peen reforested 
under thi$ program however is not extensive. 

Periodic droughts, highly flammable timber 
· and heavy travel through forested areas of the State, 
especially the Pine Region makes .the State a high fire 
hazard area. Because of this New Jersey spends pro-
portionately more for forest fire protection than .any 
other Northeastern state except Rhode Island,14The 
reduction in the amount of forest area burned reflects 
the progress that is being made. Since most forest 

13. Nearly 90 percent of New Jersey's forest land 
is privately owned by 30,000 different persons. 
Timber Resources in New Jersey,. p, 28. 
See figure 4. 

14. Ibid,· p. 13 
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i 
! I fires are c used by man 1s carelessness public 

cooperatio is necessary. : Continual fire~, as 
have occurted in the Pine Barrens of sotlthern 
J. ersey, re de red large po;rtions of that fprested 
area unpro, uctive. Forest land owners, !with 
aid and advlice from State foresters, can :assist 
the fire prltection program by c6nstruct 1ing fire 
breaks and keeping .. a.· :caref.ul wa.tch on. th! .•. ir. ·. land. 

· The e programs a:r:e all part of a 1contin-
uing effort o preserve and improve the State 1s 

, I 

forest reso rce and to make them more productive 
and useful. Much depends pn the cooperation 
received fr m the forest oy;.rners. The general 
public, usi g the forests niust also coop~rate in 
this contin ing effort. i 1

1
·. 

, i : 

· . Ma agement is nec~ssary from another 
point of vie aside from t~e continuation !of the 
resource; n the managem~nt ofJorest areas, 

. I 

effort is m de to diversify! the tree growth in 
terms of ty e and potentiaL use. This is ~mportant 
in view of t e possible futU:re use of thesJ forest 
areas. The demand for a p:artic;ular type jof lumbe,r 
may cease1 so that particu1lar area can be adapted 
to, say, re reation. The demand for pulJ may 
quickly inc:rrease and hardwood demand d~crease. 
It should be possible to effectuate a changeover in 
high quality supply. Since the future is sqmewhat 

I I 

unpredictable such diversification throug\1 sound 
manage men is advantageous. ; 

' i 
The State also ca.rr/ies on an educltional 

program is forestry. Mucq of this work i[s done in 
cooperation with the Agricb.ltural Extension Service. 
Furthermo e the Agricultu'ral Conservatipn Program 
in the Unite~ States Department of Agriculture pays 
part of the bost of certain ~orestry practi~es on 
private lan . Finally, a woodland owner ¢an also get 
professiona help by enggging the serviceb of a con-
sulting fore t'er. · j 

I 

, I 
Future Rol of the State 

The preceding pages have outlineq numerous 
problems r lated to forest~ and what is b~ing done 
to effective y cope with the$e problems. The role of 
the public h s been made clear. They mu13t cooperate 
in the care nd the use of fprests and the [marketing of 
forest prod cts. Where appropriate fores1t owners should 
take advant ge of State services and always respect the · 
forest as a recious resou:ttce. I 



In. the ·final amdysls\ ·tµe State: pr0g:i1am 
effective as i~ may by'·: c,a.i). alwaysbe improved. 
The following 1;mggestfoij$; f3,re\ m~de·.:, 

I. ,' , • ,·.' ' ,·. . ., 

L Increase the efftlrt to,i1,dcfuii~e additional. 
acres of:fc>'teM:l~nthfo corheunder the. 
protectf6n.1d'f}the:i~tat'.eL Fiuil ·u·s~ should 
be made· of the:':r\1:Hcis' avails.bie under the 

. Fedet'al I);ind •a,rid Wate~·c~nsetv:ation 
Acta's. ¥/~1(fa:s other I(edera.'i a:nd Stat'e am p~ogramk; . . · . . . 

2, Co11timiaJly SfeJ:c W?-Yp of il:np,roving 
, . : . ' . . ' ' , "' ·" ~.· i,.,-~:. ·.1: .:. ·,.. . , .·,~ : ·r ' • , .; ' ·.: . ' . 

. th~ f ore·st;'fi::te ,preventfonand pro.:. 
·.tectio.~ p~oi~~ri,i'., -,~ievi JerseY'·s compact 
size 8:nd exfj~Jtent f1:re dftectiqn program 
rp:akes itid,e,·a:t ·forlest~rig .new techniques. 

3; Ex:pant;i W:e- ~\irs¢tY: p;l79gra:m .where 
appfopffa.te!;. ·. · ·· •. · · · 

, ,. -!'•' ··_·.-',._- ,,·. 

4. I;nc•regse th~:,.eclu'c~tiqnal' effo,rt aimed 
at the' thir.ty'."thous·a·na owners of forest 
land within the State in order to render 
the State pr~gram for tqe, care of the 
Sta,te Is forests mor~ ;effective by inc re as -
ing the numl:ler. of pp,rticipants o • 

5. Further edu_cate the general 'public 
with regard to fire prevention a:qd 
care of the forests;: and improve , the 
fire •fighting, techniq1.1es ,where :P.<;¢:e:s,s9:ry • 

6. Seek ways to encourage county and 
municipal support and participation 
in forest oriented programs,. 

7. Accelerate the forest management program, 
especially on State-owned property. 

Concluding Statement 

New Jersey 1s fores.ts are a valuable, ver-
satile and vulnerable resource. the Products of the 
forest are constantly around us. They can provide 
a much sought refuge for one day tr1ips or prolonged 
vacation trips. They provide' a refuge for animals, . 
birds and plants of all species. Our forests aid in the 
provision of water supply and flood control. 



> the. fo~e~fUf #~t\:f P~;,;;;;ioth: 1~Jtt•f '\, , .. · ... 
·. deve,lopIIle t All oft_h~s.e .:fl:111:c..tlpns ;~rEklf PO:S~"', ', . . . 

apt,totb,e pt1zens of New Jevsey~ Const~nt efforts -
' must lJe.m, 1~ tq pre,~e:~v~:l~n4Jru.pr9ve,JJ.i~r~source.' 

,· Simfl~r.eff tt s:hqµId pe·,~rd~;to, ,cli_v~r~ifiy, the forests. 
', : 'th:ro~gh 69 I[J-d man~g~rne,ribThe e:x:1st~;nc,e ~f the !orest, 

. gu~ranteei;; lilS a J:1e~lthier and .. more pteaJant_ environ":'. • 
·,, '~rn~nt·~. itl forest's 

e~istehc.e. i : : . · . . . , . ., .. · _ .. . .. · , · .. •. . 

. '._, 

I 
I , 
I· 

i 
' ! ' 

, I 

·J. 
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