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Houfes in the Reprefentatives Chamber, at 12
©o’clock to-morrow.

A meflage from the Houfe of Reprefentatlves
by Mr. Condy their clerk : ;

Mr. PRESIDENT,

The Houfe of Reprefentatives have refolved
that two chaplains be appointed to Congrefs for
the prefent feflion,one by each Houfe, who {hall
mtelchange Weekly, in which they defire the
concurrence of the Senate. And he withdrew.

‘Whereupon,

The Senate proceeded to confider the faid re-
{olution, and

Refolved, that they do concur therein, and
that the Right Reverend Bithop White, be the
chaplain on the part of the Senate.

Ordered, that the Secretary communicate the
concurrence of the Senate, in this refolution,
together with their proceedings thereon to the
Houfe of Repreflentatives. :

The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-mor-
. Yow morning.

TUESDAY, May 1615, 1797.

The Honorable William Blount, from the
flate of Tenneflee, the Honorable Theodore
Sedgwick, from the ftate of Maffachufetts, and
the Honorable John Vining, from the ftate of
Delaware, feverally attended.

A meﬁ"a«re from the Houfe of Reprefentatives
by Mr. Cor‘dy their clerk :

Mr. PRESIDENT,

‘The Houfe of Reprefentatives are now ready
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to meet the Senate in the chamber of that Houfe,
to receive fuch communications as the Prefident
of the United States thall be pleafed to make to
them. And he withdrew.

Whereupon,

The tenate repaired to the Chamber of the
Houfe of Reprefentatives, for the purpofe above
exprelled.

The Senate returned to their own chamber
and a copy of the fpeech of the Prefident of the
United States, this day addreffed to both Houfes
of Congrels, was read as follows:

Gentlemen of the Senate and
Gentlemen of the Hazyé of Reprefentatives.

THE perfonal inconveniences to the members of the Se-
nate, and of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, in leaving their
families and private affairs, at this feafon of the year, are
fo obvious, that I the more regret the extraordinary oc-
cafion, which has rendered the convent ion of Congrefs in-
difpenfable.

It would have afforded me the, higheft f: ‘msfaftmn, to
have been able to congratulate you, on a reftoration of peace
to the nations of Europe, whofe animofities have endan-
gered our tranquility. But we have fill abundant caufe of
gratitude, to the fupreme difpenfer of mnational bleflings, for
general health and promifing feafons ; for demeftic and focial
happinefs ; for therapid progrefs and ample acquifitions of
induftry, through extenfive territories 3 for civil, political and
reilgmus liberty. While other fiates are defolated with fo-
reign war, or convulfed with inteftine divifions, the United

‘States prefent the pleafing profpedt of a nation governed by

mild and equal laws; gcnuauy fatisfied with the pofleffion
of their rights; neitber envying the a advantages, nor fearing
the power of other nations; folicitous only for the mainte-
nance of order and juftice, and the prefervation of liberty ;
increafing daily in their attachment to a fyftem of govern-
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ment in proportion to their experience of its utility 3 yield=
ing a ready and general obedience to laws flowing from the
teafon, and refting on the only folid foundation, the affeftions
of the people.

It is with extreme regret that I fhall be obliged to turn
your thoughts to other circumftances, which admonifh wus,
that fome of thefe felicities may not be lafting. But if the
tide of our profperity is full and a reflux commencing, a vigi=
lant circumfpetion becomes us, that we may mect our re-
verfes with fortitude, and extricate ourfelves from their confe-
quences, with all the fkill we poflefs, and all the efforts in our
power.

In giving to Congrefs, information of the ftate of the U-
' nion, and recommending to their confideration fuch mea=

fures, as appear to me, to be expedient, or neceflary, accord-
ing to my conftitutional duty, the caufes and the obje& of the
prefent extraordinaty feffion will be explained.

After the Prefident of the United States, received informas
tion, that the French government had expreffed ferious difcons
tents at fome proceedings of the government of thefe ftates,

 faid to affe@ the interefts of France, he thought it expedient
to fend to that country, a new minifter, fully inftructed to
enter on fuch amicable difcuffions, and to give fuch candid
explanations, as might happily remove the difcontents and
fufpicions of the French government, and vindicate the con-
duct of the United States. For this purpofe he felected from
among his fellow-citizens, a charaCter whofe integrity, ta-
lents, experience and fervices, had placed him in the rank of
the moft eftcemed and refpefted in the nation. The direct
obje& of his miffion, was exprefled in his letter of credence
to the French Republic ; being * to maintain that good un-
derftanding'which from the commencement of the alliance-
had fubfifted between the  two nations; and to efface unfa-
vorable impreflions, banith fufpicions, ¢ and reftore that cor-
¢ diality, which was at once the evidence and pledge of
“ afriendlyunion.” And his inftruftions were to the fame
effect, “ faithfully to reprefent the difpofition of the govern-
¢ ment and people of the United States, their diffofition
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¢ being one, to remove jealoufies and - obviate ‘complaints,”

by ﬁewmg that they were groundlefs, to reftore that mu-+
tiial confidence, which had been fo unfortunately and in-

¢ jurioudly impaired, and to explain the relative interefts*of

both countries and the ° real fentiments of his own.”

A minifter thus {pecially commiffioned, it was expected

would have proved the infirument of reftoring mutual confi=

dence between the two Republics: - The firft flep of * the”
French governmeut correfponded with that expeftation. A-
few days before his arrival at Paris, the French minifter of”

foreign relations, informed the American minifter then refi<
dent at Paris of the formalities to be obferved by himfelf im
taking leave, and by his fuccefior p“eparato y ‘to his recep-
tion. Thele formalities they obferved, and on the ninth of
December prefented officially to the minifter of foreign rela=
tions, the one a copy of his letters of recall, the other a cspy
of his letters of credence.

Thefe were laid before the executive dlre&ory Two days
afterwards the minifter of foreign relations informed the re-
called American minifter, That the executive diretory had
determined not to receive another minifter vlenlpotc LIZI)’
from the United States, until after the redrefs of grievances
demanded of the American government, and which the
French Republic had a right to expe& from it. The
American minifter immediately endeavored to afcertain,
whether by refufing to receive him, it was intended, that he
thould retire from the territories of the: French repu
and verbal anfwers were given that fuch was the intention
of the direory. For his own juftification he defired 2
written anfwer : but obtained none, until towards the laft of
January; when, recei
ritories of the republic, he proceeded to Amfiterdam, where

(49

[1¢

€%

, wr}t}.ng to qm‘t the ter-

he propofed to wait for inftruftion from this government.
During his refidence at Paris, cards of uoﬁ‘,:tahty were refufed

him, and he was threatened with being-fubjedted to the
jurifdiCtion of the minifter of police : but with becoming
firmnefs he infited on the proteftion of the law of nations
due to him as the known minifter of a foreign® power.

C
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You will derive further information from his difpatches which
will be laid before you.

As it is often neceflary that nations fhould treat, for the
mutual adventage of their affairs, and efpecially to accommo-
date and terminate differences; and as they ean treat only
by minifters, the right of embafly is well known and efta-
blithed, by the law and ufage of nations. The refufal on
the part of France to receive our minifter, is then the de-
nial of aright : but the refufal to receive him, until we have
acceded to their demands, without difcuffion and without
inveftigation, is to treat us neither as allies, nor as friends, nor
s a {overeign ftate.

With this conduct of the French government, it will be
proper to take into wiew, the public audience given to the
late minifter of the United States, on his taking leave of the
executive directory. The fpeech of the Prefident difclofes
fentiments more alarming than the refufal of a minifter, be-
caufe more dangerous to our independence and union; and
at the fame time ftudioufly marked with indignities towards
the government of the United States. It evinces a difpofition
to {eparate the people of the United States from the govern-
ment : to perfuade them that they have different affetions,
principles and interefts from thofe of their fellow-citizens,
whom they themfelves have chofen to manage their com-
mon concerns; and thus to produce divifions fatal to our
peace. Such attempts ought to be repelled, with a deci-
fion which fhall convince France 'and the world, that we
are not a degraded people ; humiliated under a colonial {pirit
of fear and fenfe of inferiority, fitted to be the miferable in-
ftruments of foreign influence and regardlefs of national
honour, charaéter and intereft.

I fhould have been happy to have thrown a veil over
thefe tranfadtions, if it had been pofiible to conceal them ;

ut they have paffed on the great theatre of the world, in
the face of all Europe and America; and with fuch.circum-
ftances of publicity and folemnity that they cannot be dif-
guifed and will not foon be forgotten; they have inflited
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2 wound in the American breaft—it is my fincere defire
however that it may be healed.

It is my fincere defire, and in this T prefume I concur
with you, and with our conftituents, to preferve peace and
friendthip with all nations 3 and believing that neither the
honour nor the intereft of the United States, abfolutely
forbid the repetition of advances for fecuring thefe defire-
able objedts with France, 1 fhall inflitute a frefth attempt
at negociation, and fhall not fail to promote and aceelerate
an accommodation, on terms compatible with the rights, du-
ties, interefts and henor of the nation. If we have commit-
ted eerors, and thefe can be demonfirated, we fhall be wil-
ling to correct them: If we have done injuries, we fhall be
willing on convittion to -redrefs them. And equal mea-
fures of juftice we have a right to expect from France and
every other nation.

The diplomatic intercourfe between the United States and
France being at prefent fufpended, the government has no
means of obtaining official information from that country
neverthelefs there is reafon to believe that the executive di-
retory paffed a decree on the fecond of March laft, contra-
vening in part, the treaty of amity and commerce of one
thoufand feven hundred and feventy-eight, injurious to our
lawful commerce and endangering the lives of our citizens—
A copy of this decree will be laid before you.

While we are endeavoring to adjuft all our differences
with France, by amicable negociation, the progrefs of the war
in Europe, the depredations on our commerce, the perfonal
injuries to-our citizens and the general complexion of affairs,
render it my indifpen{able duty to recommend to your confi-
deration effectual meafures of defence.

The commerce of the United: States has become an inte-
refting object of attention, whether we eonfider it in relation
to the wealth and finances, or the firength and refources of
the nation.  With a fea coaft of near two thoufand miles
in extent, opening a wide field for fifheries, navigation and
commerce, a great portion of our citizens, naturally apply
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their induftry 2nd enterprize to thofe objefts. Any ferious
and permanent injury to commerce would not fail to produce
the moft embarrafling diforders : to prevent it from being
undermined and deftroyed, it is effential that it receive an
adequate proteftion.

The naval eftablifhment muft occur to every man who eoni-
fiders the injuries committed on our commerce, and the in~
fults offered to our citizens, and the defeription of the veflels
by which thefe abufes have been pradifed. As the fufferings
of our mercantile and {eafaring citizens cannot be afcribed to
the omiffion of duties demandable, confidering the neutral
fituation of our country, they are to be attributed to the hope
of impunity, arifing from a fuppofed inability on our part
to afford prote&ion. To refift the confequences of fuch im-
preflions on the minds of foreign nations, and to guard
againft the degradation and fervility, which they muft final-
ly ftamp on the American charaler, is an important duty of
government.

A naval power next to the militia, is the natural defenice
of the United States. The experience of the laft war, would
be fufficient to thew, that a moderate naval force, fuch as
would be eafily within the prefent abilities of the union,
would have been {ufficient to have baflled many formidable
tranfportations of troops from one ftate to another, which
were then practifed. Our fea coafls from their great extent
are more eafily annoyed, and more eafily defended by a naval
force than any other. With all the materials our country
abounds : In fkill, our naval archite@s and navigators, are
equal to any ; and commanders and feamen will not be want-

ing.

But although the eftablifhment of a permanent fyftem of
naval defence, appears to be requifite, I am fenfible it cannot
be formed fo fpeedily and extenively, as the prefent crifis de-

mands. Hitherto, I have thought proper to prevent the
failing of armed veflels, except on voyages to the Eaft Indies,
where general ufage and the danger from pirates appeared

to render the permiffion proper: Yet the refiriction has
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originated folely from a wifh to prevent collufions with the
powers at war;, contravening the act of Congrefs of June,
one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-four, and not from
any doubt entertained by me of the -policy and propriety
of permitting our veffels to employ means of defence, while
engaged in a lawful foreign commerce. It remains for Con-
grefs to preferibe fuch regulations, as will enable our fea-
faring citizens, to defend themfelves againft violations of the
law of nations, and at the fame time reftrain them, from
committing aks of hoftility againft the powers at war. In
addition to this voluntary provifion for defence by individual
citizens, it appears to me, neceflary to equip the frigates,
and provide other veflels of inferior force, to take under con=
voy fuch merchant veflels as fhall remain unarmed.

The greater part of the cruifers, whofe depredations have
been moft injurious, have been built, and fome of them par-
tially equipped in the United States. Although an effect-
ual remedy may be attended with difficulty, yet, I have
thought it my duty to prefent the fubject generally to your
confideration. If a mode can be devifed, by the wifdom
of Congrefs to prevent the refources of the United States,
from being converted into the means of annoying our trade,
a great evil will be prevented. ~With the fame view I think
it proper to mention that fome of our citizens refident
abroad, have fitted out privateers, and others have voluntarily
taken the command, or entered on board of them, and com-
mitted fpoliations on the commerce of the United States:
Such unnatural and iniquitous pratices can be reftrained
only by fevere punifthments.

But befides, a protection of our commerce on the feas, I
think it highly neceflary to proteft it at home, where it is
colleéted in our moft important ports. 'The diftance of the
United States from Europe, and the well known prompti-
tude, ardour and courage of the people, in defence of their
country happily diminifh the probability of invafion ; ne-
verthelefs, to guard againft fudden and predatory incurfions,
the fituation of fome of our pringipal {eaports demands your
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confideration 3 and as our country is vulnerable in other ir-
terefts befides thofe of its commerce, you will ferioufly delibe~
rate, whether the means of general defence ought not tobe
increafed, by an addition to the regular artillery and cavalry,
and by arrangements for forming a provifional army.

With the fame view, andas a meafure, which evenin a
time of univerfal peace, ought not to be neglected, I recom-
mend to your confideration a revifion of the laws, for organiz-
ing, arming and difciplining the militia, to render that natu-
ral and fafe defence of the country efficacious:

Although it is very true that we ought not to involve oure
{elves in the political {yftem of Europe, but to keep ourfelves
always diftin@ and feparate fromit, if we can; yet to effect
this {eparation, early, pun&ual and continual information of
the current chain of events and of the political projects in
contemplation is no lefs neceflary than if we were directly
concerned in them : It is neceflary in order to the difcovery of
the efforts made to draw us into the vortex, in feafon to make

reparations againft them. However we may confider our-
felves, the maritime and commercial powers of the world will
confider the United States of America asforming a weight in
that balance of power in Europe, which never can be for-
gotten or negle&ted. It would not only be againft our in-
tereft, but it would be doing wrong to one half of Europe
at leat, if we fhould voluntarily throw ourfelves into either
fcale. It is a natural policy for a nation that ftudies to be
neutral, to confult with other nations engaged in the fame
ftudies and purfuits. At the fame time that meafures might
be purfued with this view, our treaties with Pruffia and Swe-
den, one of which is expired, and the other near expiring,
might be renewed.

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Reprefentatives,

Itis particularly your province to confider, the ftate of the
public finances : and to adopt fuch meafures refpecting them
as exigences fhall be found to require. The prefervation of
public credit, the regular extinguifhment of the public debt,
and a provifion of funds, to defray any extraordinary expen-
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cesy will of courfe call for your ferious attention.  Although
the impofition of new burthens cannot be, in itfelf, agreea-
ble, yet there is no ground to doubt that the American peo-
ple will expeét from you, fuch meafures, as their atual en=
gagements, their prefent fecurity, and future interefts demand.
Gentlemen of the Senate and
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Reprefentatives,

The prefent fituation of our country, impofes an obligation
on 2ll the departments'of government, to adopt an explicit

and decided condu@. In my fituation, an expofition of the
principles, by which my adminiftration will be governed,ought
not to be omitted.

it is impoffible to conceal from ourfelves or the world,
what has been before obferved, that endeavors have been em-
ployed to fofter and eftablith a divifion between the govern-
ment and people of the United States. To inveftigate the
caufes which have encouraged this attemgt, is not neceflary.
But to repel by decided and united councils, infinuations fo
derogatory to the honor, and aggreflions fo dangerous to the
conftitution, union, and even independence of the nation, is
an indifpenfable duty.

It muft not be permitted to be doubted, whether the people
of the United States will fupport the government, eftablith-
ed by their voluntary confent, and appointed by their free
choice ; or whether, by furrendering themfelves to the di-
rection of foreign and domeftic faftions, in oppofition to their
own government, they will forfeit the honorable ftation they
have hitherto maintained.

For myfelf, having never been indifferent to what concern-
ed the interefts of my country ; devoted the beft part of my
lifc to obtain and fupport its independence ; and conftantly
witnefled, the patriotifm, fidelity and perfeverance of my
fellow-citizens, on the moft trying occafions, it is not for me to
hefitate, -or abandon a caufe in which my heart has been fo
long engaged.

Convinced that the condu@ of the government has been
juft and impartial to foreign nations ; that thofe internal re-
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gulations, which have been eftablithed by law for the pre-

fervation of peace,are in their nature proper, and that they
have been fairly executed ; nothing will ever be done by me
to impair the national engagements ; to innovate upon prin-

ciples, which have been fo denbummy and uprightly eftablifh-
ed, orto furrender in any manner the rights of the govern-
ment. To enable me to maintain this declaration, I rely, un-
der God, with entire confidenc

ed fupport of the Nati L

and patriotifm of my Fello

e, on the firm and en’ightfﬁ-

0ac

wegil
-Citizens.
(0)

j IN A D A M S.
On motion,

Ordere a’ that Mr. Tra "y, \/Er. Laurance and

of an addre{s to the Plehdbnt ot the Umted
States, in anfwer to his fpeech this day to both
Houfes of Congrefs.

On motion,

Ordered, that the fpecch of the Prefident of
the United States, this day communicated to
both houfes of Congrefs, be printed for the ufe
of the Senate.

On motion,

Refolved, that each Senator be fupplied, during

' the prefent feflion, with copies of three fuch
b

Ae‘wfpmmis9 printed 1n any of the ftates, as he

. may choofe, promdcd that the fame are furnithed

at the rate of the ufual, annual charge for {fuch
papers.
The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock to-mor-
row morning.
WEDNESDAY, May 1725, 1797-
The Honorable Richard Stockton, from the
tt

ftate of New-Jerley, a ended.
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'MONDAY, May 22d, 1797.

The Honorable John Brown, from the ftate
of Kentucky, and the Honorable Jacob Read,
from the ftate of South-Carolina, feverally at-
tended. :

The Honorable John Rutherfurd, appointed
a Senator, by the ftate of New-]Jerfey, produced
his credentials, which were read, and the oath
required by law, being adminiftered to him, he
took his feat in the Senate.

The Senate took into confideration the draft
reported by the committee, of an addrefs to the
Prefident of the United States, in anfwer to his
{peech, at the opening of the feffion; and having

agreed to fundry amendments,
"~ On motion,

The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock to-mor-
row morning.

TUESDAY, May 234, 1797.

The Senate refumed the confideration of the
report of the committee, of the draft of an ad-
drefs in anfwer to the {peech of the Prefident of
the United States, to both Houfes of Congrefs,
at the opening of the feflion.

On motion to expunge the following para-
graph, to wit :

“ We are happy, fince our fentiments on the
fubje& are in perfe&t unifon with yours, in this
public manner to declare, that the condué of
the government has been juft and impartial to
foreign nations, and that thofe internal regula-
tions which have been eftablithed for the pre-
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fervation of peace, are in their nature proper,

and have been fairly executed ; and

Yeas, /11,

Nays, 15.
The yeas and nays being required by one

fifth of the Senators prefent,

Thofe who voted in the affirmative, are,

It was determined in the negative, {

Mr. Bloodworth, Mr. Langdon,
Mr. Blount, Mr. Martin,

Mr. Brown, Mr. Malfon,

Mi. Cocke, Mr. Tazewell, and
Mr. Henry, Mr. Tattnall.

Mr. Hunter,
‘Thofe who voted in the negative, are,

Mr. Bingham, Mr. Livermore,
Mr. Bradford, Mr. Read,

Mzr. Fofter, Mr. Rutherfurd,
Mr. Goodhue, Mr. Sedgwick,
Mr. Hillhoufe, Mzr. Stockton,
Mr. Howard, Mr. Tichenory and
Mr. Laurance, Mr. Tracy.

Mr. Latimer,

And the report being further amended, was a-

dopted as follows :
Sig,

THE Senate of the United States requeft you to accept
their acknowledgments for the comprehenfive and interefi-
ing detail you have given, in your fpeech to both Houfes of
Congrefs, on the exifting ftate of the Union.

‘While we regret the neceflity of the prefent meeting of
the Legiflature, we wifh to exprefs our entire approbation of
your conduct in convening it, on this momentous occafion.

"The {uperintendance of our national faith, honor and dig-
nity, being, in a great meafure, conflitutionally depofited
with the Executive, we obferve, with fingular fatisfaltion, the
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The committee appointed yefterday, not being
veady to report,

The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock to-mor-
row morning.

THURSDAY, May 18tb, 1797.

The Honorable Henry Tazewell, from the
ftate of Virginia, attended.

A meflage from the Houfe of Reprefentatives
by Mr. Condy their clerk:

Mr. PRESIDENT,

The Houfe of Reprefentatives have proceed-
ed to the choice of a chaplain to Congrefs on
their part, and the Reverend Athbel Green 1s du-
ly eleted. And he withdrew.

Mr. Tracy, from the committee, reported the
draft of an addrefs to the Prefident of the United
States, in anfwer to his {peech to both Houfes of
Congrefs, at the opening of the feflion; which
was read.

Ordered, that it lie for confideration.

The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock to-mor-
row morning.

FRIDAY, May 19th, 1797.

The Honorable John Henry, from the ftate
of Maryland, attended. :

On motion, by Mr. Tracy,

Ordered, that the report of the committee ap-
pointed to draft an addrefs, in anfwer to the
fpeech of the Prefident of the United States, at
the opening of the feflion be recommitted,

D
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And on motion, it was agreed that Mr. Henry
and Mr. Tazewell, be added to the committee.

- The Vice-Prefident laid before the Senate, a
letter from the Secretary for the Department of
State, communicating, by order of the Prefident
of the United States, fundry papers, No. 1 to 18,
relpe@ing the fituation of the affairs of the
United States, with France, Spain and Holland ;
which papers were read.

Ordered, that they lie for confideration.

After the confideration of the executive bufi-
nefs, :

The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-mor=-
Yow mgorning. ‘

SATURDAY, May 20th, 1797.

Mr. Tracy, from the committee to whom was
recommitted the report of an addrefs in anfwer
to the fpeech of the Prefident of the United
States, to hoth Houfes of Congrefs, at the open-
ing of the feflion, reported fundry amendments ;
which were read.

On motien, that the report as amended be
printed for the ufe of the Senate,
It pafled in the negative.

Ordered, that the conﬁdei ation thereof be poft-

,poned until Monday next.
" After the confideration of the executive bufi-

nefs,
The Senate ad_]ourned to 11 o’clock on Mon-
day morning.
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engagements, and not to impaix the rights of our govern-
ment, contains principles which cannot fail to fecure to your
adminiftration the fupport of the National Legiflature, to ren-
der abortive every attempt to excite dangerous jealoufies a-
mong us, and to convince the world that our government and
vour adminiftration of it, cannot be {eparated from the affec-
tionate fupport of every good citizen.——And the Senate can-
not.fuffer the prefent occafion to pafs, without. thus publicly
and {olemnly exprefling their attachiment to the conftitution
and government of their country, and as they hold themfelves
refponfible to their conftituents, their confciences and their
God, it is their determination by all their exertions to repel
every attempt to alienate the affections of the people from
the government, fo highly injurious to the honor, fafety and
independence of the United States.

We are happy, fince our fentiments on the fubjett are in
perfe& unifon with yours, in this public manner to declare,
that we believe the conduct of the government has been juft
and impartial to foreign nations, and that thofe internal re=
gulations which have been eftablifhed for the prefervation of
peace, are in their nature proper, and have been fairly exe-
cuted.

And we are equally happy, in poflefling an entire confi-
dence in your abilities and exertions in your ftation, to main-
tain untarnithed, the honor, preferve the peace, and fupport
the independence of our country ; to acquire and eftablifh
which, in conneftion with your fellow-citizens, has been the
virtuous effort of a principal part of your life.

To aid you in the honorable and arduous exertions, as it
is our duty, fo it fhall be our faithful endeavor.---And we
flatter ourfelves, Sir, that the proceedings of the prefent
feffion of Congrefs will manifeft to the world, that although
the United States love peace,” they will be independent.—
That they are fincere in their declarations to be juft to the
French, and all other nations, and expeét the fame in return.

If a {enfe of juftice, alove of moderation and peace, fhall
influence their councils, which we fincerely hope, we fhall
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have juft grounds to expe, peace and amity between the
United States and all nations will be preferved.

But if we are fo unfortunate, as to experience inju-~
-ries from any foreign power, and the ordinary methods by
which differences are amicably adjufted between nations fhall
be rejected, the determination, “ not to furrender in any
manner the rights of the government,” being fo infepara-~
bly connected with the dignity, intereft and independence of
our country, fhall, by us, be ftcadily and inviolably fupported,

; Vice-Prefident of the United

THOMAS JEFFERSON, Q  States and Prefident of the

Senate. -

Ordered, that the committee who prepared the
-addrefs, wait on the Prefident of the United
States, and defire him to acquaint the Senate, at
what time and place it will be moft convenient
for him, that it thould be prefented.

Mr. Tracy reported from the committee, that
they had waited on the Prefident of the United
States, and that he would receive the addrefs of
the Senate, to-morrow at 12 o’clock at his own
houfe.

Whereupon, ‘
Refolved, that the Senate will to-morrow at 12

o'clock, wait on the Prefident of the United

States accordingly.

After the confideration of the executive bufi~
el
The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock to-mor-
row morning,

WEDNESDAY, May 24¢h, 1797.

The Honorable Elijah Paine, from the ftate
of Vermont, attended.
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vigilance, firmnefs and promEtitude exhibited by you, in this
eritical ftate of our public affairs, and from thence derive an
evidence and pledge of the rectitude and integrity of your
adminiftration. And we are fenfible, itis an objeét of
primary importance, that each branch of the government
fhould adopt a language and fyftem of conduét, which thall
be cool, juft and difpaflionate; but firm, explicit and de-
cided.

We are equally defirous, with you, to preferve peace and
friendfhip with all nations, and are happy to be informed,
that neither the honor or interefts of the United States for-
bid advances for fecuring thofe defirable objelts, by amicable
negociation, with the French republic.—This method of ad-
jufting national differences, is not only the moft mild, but the
moft rational and humane, and with governments difpofed
to be juft, can feldom fail of fuccefs, when fairly, candidly
and fincerely ufed. If we have committed errors, and can
be made fenfible of them, we agree with you, in opinion,
that we ought to corret them, and compenfate the injuries,
which may have been confequent thereon, and we truft the
French republic will be a¢tuated by the fame juft and benevo-
lent principles of national policy.

‘We do therefore moft fincerely approve of your determina-
tion to promote and accelerate an accommodation of our ex-
ifting differences with that republic by negociation, on terms
compatible with the rights, duties, interefts and honor of
our nation. Andyou may reft affured of our moft cordial
co-operation {o far as it may become neceflary, in this purfuit.

Peace and harmony with all nations is our fincere with ;
but fuch being the lot of humanity that nations will not al-
ways reciprocate peaceable difpofitions : it is our firm belief
that, effetual meafures of defence, will tend to infpire that
national felfrefpet and confidence at home, which is the un-
failing fource of refpectability abroad, to check aggreffion,
and prevent war.

While we. are endeavoring to adjuft our differences with
the French republic by amicable negociation, the ;)rogrcﬁs
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of the war in Europe, the depredations on eur commerce;
the perfonal injuries to our citizens and the general com- .
plexion of affairs, prove to us your vigilant care, in recom-
mending to our attention, effeCual meafures of defence.

Thofe which you recommend, whether they relate to ex-
ternal defence, by permitting our citizens to arm for thepur-
pole of repelling aggreffions on their commercial rights, and
by providing fea convoys, or to internal defence, by encreaf=
ifing the eftablifhments of artillery and cavalry, by forming a
provifional army, by revifing the militialaws and fortifying,
more completely, our ports and harbours, will meet our con-
fideration under the influence of the fame juft regard for the
fecurity, intereft and honor of our country, which diftated
your recommendation.

Pradtices fo unnatural and iniquiteus, as thofe you ftate, of
our own citizens, converting their property and perfonal ex-
ertions into the means of annoying our trade, and injuring
their fellow-citizens, deferve legal feverity commenfurate
with their turpitude.

Although the Senate believe, thatthe profperity and hap-
pinefs of our country does not depend on general and ex-
tenfive political connections with European nations, yetwe
can never lofe fight of the propriety as well as neceflity of
enabling the Executive, by fufficient and liberal fupplies, to
maintain, and even extend our foreign intercourfe, as ex-.
igencies may require, repofing full confidence in the Exccu-
tive, in whom the conftitution has placed the powers of ne-
gociation.

‘We learn with fincere concern, that attempts are in opera-
tion to alienate the affections of our fellow-citizens from their
government. Attempts fo wicked, wherever they exift, can-
not fail to excite our utmoft abhorrence. A government
chofen by the people for their own fafety and happinefs, and
calculated to fecure both, cannot lofe their affections, fo long
as its adminifiration purfues the principles upon which it
was erefted.—And your refolution to obferve a conduct juft
and impartial to all nations, a facred regard to our national
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Agreeably to the refolution of yefterday, the
Senate waited on the Prefident of the United
States, and the Vice-Prefident, in their name,
prefented the addrefs then agreed to.

To which, the Prefident of the United States
was pleafed to make the following reply :

Mro Vice-Prefident and
Gentlemen of the Senate,

IT would be an affeation in me, to diflemble, the plea~
fure I feel, on receiving this kind addrefs.

My long experience of the wifdom, fortitude, and patri-
otifin, of the Senate of the United States, enhances in my
eftimation, the value of thofe obliging expreflions of your
approbation of my conduét, which are a generous reward for
the paft, and an affeCting encouragement, to conftancy and
perfeverance, in future.

Our fentiments appear to be fo entirely in unifon, that I
cannot but believe them to be, the rational refult of the un-
derftandings, and the natural feelings of the hearts, of
Americans in general, on contemplating the prefent ftate of
the nation.

‘While fuch principles and affe®tions prevail, they will form’
an indiffoluble bond of union, and a fure pledge, that our
country has no eflential injury to apprchend from any porten-
tous appearances abroad.—-In a humble reliance on Divine
Providence, we may reft aflured, that while we reiterate with
fincerity, our endeavors to accommodate all our differences
with France, the independence of our country cannot be di-
minifhed, its dignity degraded, or its glory tarnifhed, by any
nation or combination of nations, whether friends or enemies.

JOHN ADAMS.
The Senate returned to their own chamber.

The Senate adjourned to r1 o’clogk to-mor-
rOW morning.
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