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FOREWORD 

As a result of the discussion of youth problems in New 

Jersey, we recognized there was a need for nore factual information 

about the youth involved before any constructive program of cooperation 

between our two divisions could be?stablished. 

In order that this factual information miGht be obtained in 

the most effective manner, I·fIr. Irving Miner of the National Youth 

Administration and I;Ir. Richard ~Yarr of the Vocational Di vision of the 

state Depr...rtment of Public Instruction vrer-e appointed to act cooperative­

ly and to prepare a report on the solution of youth proble~s in this 

state. 

:";"e wi sh to extend our thanks to the Insti tute of Human 

Engineering of Stevens Institute of ~echnology for their assistance 

in tabulatinr; the facts and figures of this report. We also v'lish to 

extend our thanks to the NYA ProjGct Supervisors and Foremen for the 

distribution of the questiollnai-re forms and to the Camden County 

Vocational School for the printing of these forms. 

Bernard S. ll,iiller 
State Youth Administrator 

J olm A. 1':C Garthy 
Assi stC'.nt Commi ssionGr of Educe.­

tion in charge of Voc~tional 
Bduc ~1. t i on 
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state of Now J 8rsey 

Departmont of Public Instruction 


Vocational Division 

Trenton 

SURVEY OF THE } ~NROLLEES OF THE NATIONAL YOUTH ADhlINISTfu'lTION 
IN NEi'V JERSEY 

In October J 1939, c..rrangements YJ'ero made for l'lr. Bernard :r~ i ller, 

State Director of the Nattonal Youth Administration, to me8t 1vi th the 

principuls and directors of the vocational schools in Now J e rsey to present 

to this group some of the policies of the National Youth Administration in 

the state. As u rosult of the facts presented and the discussion which follow­

ed, a com.mittee Has appointed by Mr. John A. McCnrthy, Assistr..nt Commissionur 

of Educntion, who YJ'D.S chairman of the m:) c;ting at which the N.Y.A. objoctivos 

wer\] outlin0d. The COJT1!!li tt3G Wc.'.S Givan the rcspo:lsibili ty of dctcnnining how 

the voc~ tionQl schools of th~ state could coop~ rnte in cnrrying out tho N.Y.A. 

pro~ram. 

The cO%"1i ttGG held sevl3rnl !nC :::: tL1gS nnc1 cl e tcrmL10d tho prob10rns invo l ved 

some 0duc1~\t:Lonc:t l reletionships ....~·hich '-lxt0nded beyond those jnvolvcd in occupa­

tional prcpar<..i.tion. The cormnittc c then invited 111'. II01.; rc~rd DL'.rc ~" :hitc, 

Assistc.nt C01ffi:lission8r of :bduc::\tiol1 in chr"r:;c of tho secondary division, to 

serve on th3 conunittec and to p[.rticip2. tIJ in the discussion r01::d;i.ng to the 

needs of the youth group. 

As the cO'"ll'1li ttc () di scussions pro;.;;rr:;ssud, there ~ 'ms o..n indi c ~·.tion of Q. 

nc .:;d for i'morc f[,< ctu<ll inf'orm~t i on". Thi s rc suI t ud in the c. ppointment of [~ 

sub-commi ttcc ~ composod of one mC:..lbcr of the stc, to A. Y .A. staff !.::.nd one: m~),·n.bor 

of the Vocu tion~l Division st~ff, to survey th~ ~~ rollQ~s of the N.Y.A. of 

N01.'f JorsGY llnd to secura googrct phico.l, voc f. ti()nul~ ,:: nd cduc ~: tiom.ll informc, tion 

'Nhich ·1"!2..S dosir (:; d by the cO!;l.ni ttoc·. 
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Preliminary investigations in February, 1940, revealed th ,:' t N.Y.A. 

state and district offices di.d not, at that time, possess cO!"l1plete information 

about all youths enrolled on project v/orl{ a.:ld in residence-camps. A question­

naire, therefore; was formulated by the survey com;:-'.itcee. This Vias done with 

the approval of' the State Director of the N.Y.A. and tIle ~tate Director of 

Vocational Education. It was distributed to IJ.Y.Ai el'lrollees t h rough the 

various project supervisors in all p8.rts of the state. 

Questior.L"Ylaires were filled out and rt.'turn'3d to tile l·j. Y.A. State Admin­

istrator's office during the latter pa rt of April. The average j .Y.A. Gnroll­

ment during this period, exclusive of the "In SGhool lt or UStud Gnt Aid it group, 

was 6,058. Returns were made b ~{ 5,163, or 85J~ of the youth on the rolls 

between April 18 8.!.1d April 24. Questionnaires '.:(era not distributod to youtch 

newly c:.ddGd to or about to be wi thdr8.1JiTl1 from thG roll s nl:; the.. t tLne, tend it 

is estimutcd that D."tlout 9O;~ of' the youth who presented Llfonrt:d~ion in the sur­• 
vey are on the rolls ut the pre s ent ti~e (July, 1940). 

Fc..ctual inform~;ltion rC'quGstcd by the vocf;tionLl principuls ~nd 

spacifiGally sought by the survoy c01117ai ttec wt'.s ;~ s follov.,r s : 

1. V~'ho are those enrol10d on H. Y .A. '~'!ork projects c.nd rosident­

cumps? 

2. From~mat nrc[.s of tho st8.te do they como? 

3. Whc.t are tho cmploymont fields in which they 8.ro interostcd? 

4. 'iVhg t is the desire of youth for future homos (rural or urbGn)? 

5. (6) Whnt fundnmontc', l qu~\lific [,tions - physic::..l, :ncr.!.tnl, r:nd 

educ[,tion~1l - do th~jy heve to fit t ;; cm for traininG for tho occup,·,tions they 

would like to enter? 

6. (12) nn1[\t fQciliti<JS r..ro o.v~ ~ilL',blo, public or priv~~,t(.:, for youth 
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plncc:ncnt? 

The !fN.Y.A. Enroll!!lCi1t Racord" questioY1no..ire J 0.. copy of ":rhich is 

included in the apflondix, 'iAJnS used to determine the o..ns·wors to tho forc&oing 

quostions. Tnbulo..tions of the 5,,163 returns u r(.· su.'n.'11r.riz.:;d in. th3 follo'lnng 

p:::.gos, which present ~otLl i'iguros for th:) entire st;c~tc. The brQc~kdowl1s by 

counties Gro also included. 

StH!E1ARY OF SURVEY FLJDDK"TS 
-~-.-~ -- ---~--_. 

Section 	Ij -~fuo c.re those anrollcd? 

1. 3,082 enrollees nrc younG men. 

2. 87% ~re whitc,; th:' colored group r epresents 13~;~ of the tot-:...l 

enrollment. The totc.l onrollment L~volves the: followL1C: groi.-lps: 

Fcm:::.le All 

'.Yhi tc 2,682 1,855 4,537 

Colored 399 225 624 

3. 93 rnctlcs and 64 fer.w.lcs report they nrE': T1G.rriod. This group 

represents 	3% of tl~ totnl. 

A~o of Enrollees:_CJ~___ 

Nearly 	50% of the (..lrollc8s arc 19 c.nd 20 y8~.~ rs of ~:.gc , D-nd 59% r.re 

in the 	18 to 20 yccr gro1.lp. 36.5~~ urc of voting c..ge, 21 yenrs or over. Agos 

of GIl enrolloes us of April, 1940, were r2portcd us follows: 

Abo r.1:·.1.1c Fem:-:c le Tottal--_._-- - .­
18 360 233 643 
19 824 607 l,'i:31 
20 623 383 1,006 
21 350 281 631 
22 363 178 541 
23 229 133 362 
24 237 114 351 

2,836 1,979 It, 965­
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4. Months enrolled on IT.Y.A. ­

More than OTI 'J-hc.lf of the enrolloes (53.2%) helve beon on N.Y.A. 

for less than six months; :"'.pproximutcly one-quarter (24.9'i~) h <:lve boen enrolled 

for seven to tvmlv0 months. ~Tore than three qUL~ rt o rs (78.3%) hc..vo been 

n. Y.A. workers for one yeQr or Ie s s.. 'rho se [.,rc shovm be Imv: 

1 to 6 months 2,758 53.2%) 
) 78. 3/~ 


7 to 12 months 1,286 24.910) 


13 to 24 months na7 17.2% 


Over 24 months 176 3.7% 


.No report 56 


5. Homes-

The mnjority, 88/~' ma l~e their homes \~,rith their petrcnts. Only 35 

como from stc-. tc homes or othe r public insti tutions, r.nd 75 ::. re bO:".rding or 

living c~ lol1o. 

6. Fc,.mi ly income ­

Sixty-tY{Q per cent come from famili e s or households v..rhose tota.l 

reported income for tho last twolve months is ~l,OOO or less. Only 183 report 

th-eir households supported by "relief funds only". Hov.,revcr, mCtny of those who 

reported an income of :~l,OOO or lese may ho.vo como from relief fmnilics. The 

nu.TTlb <~r in each housohold is C.s follov·;s: 

1 to 3 926 (18%) 


4 to 8 3,460 (7010 ) 


9 or more 551 (12%) 


7. Fnmily support ­

359 onrollee s report themselves to be thc:ir fc.milics' "me,in support". 

Since ~\I.Y.A. eo.rnings p. re too limited to support D. f[~mily, this group should 
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be giVe!l further considcr::.,tion. Fclthe rs cnd/or mothors furnish the chief 

support of 61% of the enrollees' f~milias. 

8. Fnmily omployment ­

872 of the onrollees (16:?;;) report thoir p~Lrcnt or guc:rdio.n (one per 

family) to be unemployed. Anothor 12% (636) c.~rc W.P.A. workers. Tho balc'.nco 

c.rc employed in the follo1.'Ting gcncrc.l fields: 

Professional 	occupc. ti ons 83) ) 
) 5r;i )1° 

Technical 	 33) )" 
) ) % 

Semi-prof., o..dmin. , sup. , otc.- 88) ) 
) of 

Sc.les :..nd rolntcd occupn.tions - 144) ) 
) 5.810 ) Tote'.l 

Cloricc.l occupo.tj ons 	 94) ) 
) ncported 

Skilled trades 	 857) 21% ) 
) 

Service trl'.dcs 	 477) 11.7% ) 
) 

Semi-skilled tr[ldc s 	 135) ) 
) 18.5% ) 

Unskilled Lebar 	 626) ) 

"RGtircd ll 	 24 

(*) UnclL~ ssificd or not reported .~ 1,070 

(*) It is probclble th~.. t Q portion of this group is unemployed, :.llthough not 

reported QS such. The unemployed he~.ds of fumilics and thos~ on W.P.A. 

proJ3cts, consti tute 37% of 0.11 r\.;portcd. 

1. Home communities of tho enrollees were reported to be in 0.11 

twenty-one counties of the stcto GS follows: 

County Me,le F'erl1CLlc--- ­ To tc..1 Indcx*_.-
Atlc. ntic 
Bcr[son 
Jurlin~ton 

257 
166 

38 

135 
110 

12 

392 
276 

50 

235 
76 
53 
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County Male ,F'um:~llc Total Indcx* 

Camden 415 291 606 240 
Cnpe Ivlo.y 25 6 31 104 
CumbcrLind 15 G 21 30 
Essex 521 407 928 III 
Gloucester 51 19 70 98 
Hudson 365 431 796 115 
Huntcrdon 2 2 6 
H~rccr 240 126 336 179 
:Midd1csux 2'14 73 347 163 
Monmouth 139 28 167 113 
Morri s 12 31 43 39 
OccJ.n 17 32 49 118 
H) ssn.ic 348 204 552 182 
SQ10m 24 11 35 94 
Somerset 14 13 27 41 
Sussex 4 1 5 17 
Union 129 129 358 117 
Warren 26 16 42 86 

*Numbcr per 100,000 of popul~tion - 1930 census. 

It 'will b? noted that 3310 of the onrollees r c siclc in ':""SS8X L\.nd 

Hudson Counties. On tho other h<-"'..nd, the cle v en predomirw:::ltly rl.lrnl o'l1d ~~ gricu1-

turnl counti os of Burlington, Cn.po du.y, CUll1bcrlu.nd, Glouccs"t;:;r, Huntcrdon, 

Morris, Ocoan,. Sc,lcm, Somerset, Sussex, c,nd ',"\Farren co;nbinod provide only about 

7% of the total enrollmcmt. ('rho se cleven COlUltiGS contc.. in 12.8% Df the stat8' s 

tot~l populn. tion.) 

2. Fifte2n citi(Js, [;s listed be 101.'1, ~ ', r G the h omo communitic:s of 63;10 

of the enrolle es reported: 

AtlClntic City 272 410.9 
HGmmonton 50 714 
Camden 498 418 
Uewnrk 549 124 
Orange 68 194 
Klyon!1.C 118 132 
H:J,rri son 57 313 
Hobokcn 81 137 
J ~rsey City 408 129 
-';:: st New York 67 181 
Tronton 336 273 
H.:;v{ Bruns'vii ck 73 214 
Perth Amboy 83 193 
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R:t t '2 rson 455 329 
Eli zr, beth 152 133 

Totr'. l 15 Ci tics 3,267 

*iJumber per 100,000 of popul;·.ti 0n - 1930 c (mSUG. 

1. Only 10;'6 of the enroll ecs (318 m~,lC's f.~nd 214 fel":"L':llc s) indic;~ t,:d 

save ~~nsvrers th:.' t "iOrc v:-I.Gue or uncI:: ssifictble. The bJ.lflTlce, 85?~, st~.tcd th:. t 

their first choiceG for future .jobs "mrc ia the follm'ting goner.J.l occup:::.. ti(:lC~l 

:M<..t le FC:rrtc.lc To t :.:.. l._-­--' ­
Professional o~{jupr. tions 187 107 294) ) 

) ) 
40 11;Technic21 occu~xd:;ions 17'1 214) 13.8 ) 70 

) ) 
Semi -prof., ::tdmln. , sup.J atc. 78 20 98) ) of 

) 
S<llcs ~~nd relatod OCCUpl'.tiOi,IS 68 214 282 ) ) Toto.l 

) 07.9 ) 
3 ~- (), Clerical occup,-,ti Jns VU 1,028 1,3(6) ) Rapox-ted 

) 

Service Trc.des (pOl's., d '- ~111. , etc.) 106 180 286) ) 


) ) 

Skill:-;d Trc.d (: s (cr,',fts) 1,416 166 1,582) ) 


) 48.3 ) 

SO~ili-ski lIed trL~dGs (prod.) 177 10 H37) ) 


) ) 

Unskil18d l~bor ;)6 24 60) ) 


Uncl:.:.ssificd IG~f: 73 2·12 

Undecided 318 214 532 

It will be noted th[. t tho most frequc'~1t choiecs c.re in the field ;)f 

skilled :)ccupnti")l1s (30.!)/{), r,-cnd in tho clcricr.l field (2~~). HO'.'.rover, morc 

th:~ n hc:. lf (51.7;0 exprcGscd interest in tho '~1!hi te-collc.r jubs. Less than 12/~ 

of' the youth 1:J'ould cho'.Jsc occur~,tions in the proi'ossicncl .. somi-profcssi cmc.l .. 

e nd tcchnicc~ l fields. The f~~ct thf~t the L,ttor figure is f;Q sm;'1l1, [~nd the t 
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the perce:1tage of youth cxprc ssi!".I.E5 dof -~ :nite:iCCUp .. ti .: ) ":'1 [~1 ch ')ic·:..'s is so L:.rge, 

rnc:y or net offer evidence of voc ~~ti:)l1 c:.l :~uidc.nc(.: thr::Juc;h th0 sch:Jols or thl c1ugh 

N.Y.A. cxpi.;ricncJs. However, it TIK '.y ,~,lnD b3 th~ . t the [ip':; cific 1.':ording of the 

qucstiJl1 (No. 25) c<~usod consid3rnble thvur;ht on this I:lC.tt ':.: r 'JU the part of 

~~ny of the youth. 

2. T1le I t3ndi:QG; occupntion.:tl crl oicGs :mr, de in the rlinc senora1 fields 

arc Q S l'	0 11O~"! S : 

Pr'Jfessi ::'1:1ul: 

T(.'~hlli c~,l: 

Seni-prof., 
otc. 

Sulc's: 

Clcrice.1 : 

~Grvicc: 

Tc c\ chcrs 
Nurses 
Ent;i::.1GGrs 

(Civi 1 J 	 G1 · c. J !.{och.) 

Lc..vr~,.rors 

ACC()U~1tC'.11 t s 
Aviat,Jrs 
Do s i g..1'lI." r s 
Dr<..\fts:'TIcn 
Co:m.:!crciGl A:ct 

Journa lists & Rcp'rse 
Rc,di 0 A:~ :le 

Hc.dj 0 Erlt. 

So. Ie spc rS '..:ms 
Llsido 
Outsido 

'l'clcphonc Gp c-r .. ,t c.,rs 
Typists 
Boolck<?0pcrs 
Clerks, file 
Clerks, Gcr~c re,.l cffi ce 
Cl ::; rk3" shippi c1,g 
OfficG Assi 3t[\.nt 
C18rks J mlcl. 
Secrct:-. ry-StC:i.1 elf;. 

Cho.uf.feurs 
Co.)ks 
Boauti ci[~ns 
Soc.n1stressGs 
W[\i tors, :"Iai tre s ses 
PastlT!.on 

Hn1c 
~ 

3 


32 

26 


26 

27 


9 

' .~3 
31 


17 

13 

11 


39 

18 


7 

37 

43 

17 


120 

17 

10 

18 

68 


18 

16 


20 


FJrnule 	 Totc.l 
.......- 38 --90 


55 58 


32 

1 27 


1 27 

27 


19 28 

:~3 

13 4~ 

5 22 

13 


12 23 


193 232 

19 37 


18 25 

192 229 


37 80 

36 53 


123 2·13 
17 


16 26 

26 


559 527 


18 

16 


·16 ·}6 

58 58 

58 72 

20 
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Skilled: Electri cir:,ns 60 60 
Mc.chinists 141 141 
1.10 chC'.ni c s, Unc. 136 136 
Mo Gl'u.~ '1.i c s I Auto 328 328 
MG ch:.mi c s , :.iv. 8a 88 
Me chc.ni c s I Rr.d. 82 82 
Opo r,:,~ t (; r s (Industrial 

l\i.r'h )/ , • 'v • 95 115 210 
PLlint8rs 81l 84 
Plumbers 30 30 
Printers 38 38 
"Se-r.ro rs 11 f12 42 
-:"Jeldcrs 63 63 
Cc\rpentcrs 133 133 

SOJ1'li-ski lIed: Drivers (tr., etc.) 71 71 
"Ltlthcr s fI 58 58 

Unskillod: ffFCtctory Lc. bDrc'rs" 18 24 42 

1(>: diffc:rcnt occupr~ ti ,'Yi.S \:'\~.· rc t :_·,bul ,:' tud for "first ch:,)i co s ". 

indicc.t ;}d th.s t they prefor to work ilin ['. city". Oilly 179 Vli..El t t ~.) ''T~H'k u?.ld 

Tho bc..L:-;'l1cc, 3Of~, str.tod that they do ·... :)t cc.ro y,rhcrc thoy Y."ork :l ftc}r lc ;~.vi~g 

2. GCJ}~ ::~Iso sh·tod th " t they prof ~;r t.) huvo thoil' future job::.; loc["tod 

and tho b :t lo.ncc hLVG no prf;feronco. 

f :Jllovrs: 

"Gocd " 

"F8.. ir if 629 

IfP ,i or" 36 
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k:tong the latter nrc 17 mc.. lcG c.. nd 19 fCt:lj",lcs. 

Only 8;r ~J f the cnr,') ll c os - 290 n: ;. l:~s C1l1Ci 134 fcm:, l c s - reported th::,.t 

they hr.d o..ny scr; ;; us physicc,l dis :~biliti ; s: 

Me. Ie Fanc.. Io T:=,to.l 

Dcfuctivo 'l i s i '.:>:i1 133 60 193 
DefectivQ fIo c\.ri~g 32 16 ·18 
Rupture, Hernic.., etc. 11:r 1 5 
P[',rtinl P:-~ r[llysi s 18 17 35 
LIi s sin[; M3mbor 8 1 9 
QthQr s C' r:i ~)U s di s ::, bi Ii ti0 S 95 39 13,1 

290- 13·1: .. i12.:1 • 

2. I:;duc " timw.l Qu c.lif'ic : tinl1s: 

".. ', \hile 30/';: of tIw onroll e os h Lld :"1 J t pr:<~rC' sscd in sch·)ol beyoud 

the eighth gr~ldc , : ~lly 5% he,d loft sch -:; ol boforc c:'ltcrinG tllO scvonth grndo. 

Of thi s lL.. ttcr gr()up, :J. srlr~ll l1uY,lbor h;.~d di sc:;n tin.ucd thair sch ~:' ,Jling after 

c ,,!Tl1pleting only the third, f Jurth, r.n.d fifth sr:::~uos. 

69% of the C:'l1r ~JIIG o s he,d completed the r..inth grcd;:; 8r' hi gh:::r; on<:-

Unfortunntcly, n .) t,1bu1c.ti ·:m 1,'ms !:l.t:.dc of tho LctuL'..l .£luubcr of high sclw ,)l 

Feme', Ie Total 

6th [:;1~2dG ') i' 1 ,:;ss 209 82 291 
7th :r:"de 246 73 319 
8th ,::; r cdc 655 279 93 /1: 
9th ~rL~ de 332 176 508 

10th grade <!:IS: 2£9 683 
11th gi~ndc 266 183 ·Y~9 
12th ~ 1'C'. de or hic;h iJ r 865 98 :5 1,750 
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b. Regency of sch,ulLnZ;: 

Left schc)Gl in 1935 or before 2'1% 
Left sch0 r~ 1 in 1936 or 1 tar 76% 
Only 36% of thu cnr ~) lloc ~:; h ··.VG ~ . tt0nd0d publi ~~ ' ·:.:Liih s(;11.o(,ls or 

G1(;mGnt;::~ ry 5cho 'Jls i:;inec June J 1937. 

A slightly l :-:rgcr nU!'lb ~:;r sta t e d th ··.t they he.d loft sch o ,)l be c :J. usG of their 

f<':o li~~ of c0T.1plcti C)n 0r :-:l8.xiDUn pr::grc 5S. Other gone: rnl r i..~· f'c S .' )JlS rep ortcd" 

in )rdor of' frequoncy, '.·mre: 

Dc 5 i rc to (: ::'. rrl l';rIl -U· l::l\.; Y 

Ertlpl uY:1.iJ l.lt opportuni ty 
L~~ ck ~A' i~1tcrc 3t Ll scho )l 'Jrork 
Poor h ..:; [.1 th 
L~:.cl: :)f c. ~)i l i ty to d o seh o ')1":' o r~ -:: (c. iscip1i ~1 ~~ ry 

difficulties inc1uJ ed) 
Dislike of tG~ ch(:r 
lvIf'. r ri G; C 

Othc~r Ullsp;Jcificd r -.: c. Gnl.l S 

;:18.ny of th:)sc 'who 18ft schc:Jl before c .::n plating hie:;h schuol t o biv(; up their 

['.s fol1oyofs: 

I'1i- le FC·,-:'J. ~ lc Totnl _.__.. 

Gc::wr::,:,1 566 378 9 (~. '1: ~'j~'~ 
C :)2!." lorcin 1 31Q 488 807) 

i:7~~
Bus. PrD.. cti cos 276 L~l7 693) 

(*) C,)110 t;;0 Prep_ 218 187 405 13% 
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t~n lo Fcm...:..lc 1' 'J tr... l 
--- - ....~ 

V:)c :',.ti o:"1c.. l & Indu[,tri8.1 L.rts 150 9 159) 
5;~ 

HT:10 Econonics 1 11 12) 
Scientific 116 '± 120 3% 

2 '1'/Other C'Jursos J i:lC 1Ucl i n g; AGri. 57 27 8/;' /0 
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G. Only 26% of the 8!lrollc;C's listed ;, (WVC (79 b :')Y[J and <12 Girls) 

i~dicc..t()d hmI lung they h":~d boen c ,r:LrJllod in VQcc,tiol1n.l c :JurSGs. Of this 

nU!1.bcr I 218 h.:.:.cl ;:,.~ ttc;D.dod less thc.n (·'ne yc~·.. r; 83 h~(~ LlttcndcJ fr o!!'. 13 to 2s: 

nonths; 62 h~.l. d pcrscv(~rcu for j:l')rC tho.n t·r!o yerei's. 

h. VQc~tionn l oourses t ~.kon: Those nttGnJi~s voo[ , ti~D~l schJols 

listed forty-tvl0 diffGront c:ml"S c s. The lc::tdil:g C ~lurscs in nU;-;lbcr of Ol'~rCJllees 

c.re t'.. S follo'.'!s: 

I'.1c,lo 

12 12 
':1.uto 36 36" 
3r~kil1g 7 12 19 
JCo.uty Culture 10 10 
C;-. rpcntry (incluclin;; ~:J oClrlO r l~) ~17 -17 
Iv:l ohi110 Shop 29 29 
Pc.L1ti ?:"lb 24 21: 
PIU8bi::-.g 11 11 
Printi::1C 19 19 
She c t lj.ict ~·~ 1 12 12 

other soh:):")lc, ·:lO stly p.~ .rt-ti f:1c , bcf~::.:...::. enrolling in IJ 0 Y.A. This fiLuro 

LT,:~ Ie 1· ~ 3!"lr}.1 0 Totc..l---.-
Hight ~ch ,!~) l, uncl _ssj_fi od 237 3S3 630 

..it.'1. P • IH:-:;ht 0ch.ul '1:6 63 109 
Frivc~ te S<:: cr ,. -, t c~ ri.:::.l ,-~8 136 184: 

11 V~)~:ti :::n:::. l () r Tochnicu.l 51:,.) III 96 
CO"!:ltinu:. tic)") Sch :'21s · .~6 ·'1:6 92 

655~ :)f thiG :~ r(~up C', tte}'l~~acl these Sdl() .)ls 6 ~,1 'j :.. CJ1s (} r less 
r>~a; If \I 
VV 7 t (: 2l ' l:inthsJ " .


11 II It \I II 

" " " 

2;": " ovor 2 yeu.rs 
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Subjects studied in c.bove schools: 

IvI[~lo Fene.lo Toto.l 

Conf:1orcial 187 ,jJ~4 631 
Voc[,ti annl 86 62 147 
808io..l Studies r:tn(l ti~lg1i sh 69 73 1·:12 
Indu stria.l l1.rts 47 23 70 
H O!.1G ii:c8nonics 19 19 

j. 20£.1: ::l~~los Lnd 2<.17 £'o1':1.[.l(;s, 8% of tho totc\l onrollncnt surroy\.Jd, 

ar'3 nO-,l nttendinG pn rt-ti:.1G schJcls or cln sses outside of the N. Y .A. 2!12 nrc 

in uncl~ssifiod night schools, 76 ure carolled in ~.P.A. cl~ssosJ 47 in privnte 

secrctc_ri,:~l (35 Girls), 66 in priv:-.tG vocctionn.l or technic<:.l, f.nd 20 in 

continuctinn schools. 

Nc-: rly h2..1f of tho c.bOV3 (62 :11[11-3S, 156 fG~x,lcs) [.~re t~l]:in~ secretc'.. rinl 

courses; ti8 ~· lc.lcs t .nd 38 ferJ.:'J.les o..ro stuclyinb "v:)cc;ti:)~1o.1 subj(;cts". 6Of~' 

of this Group nre spendin2: six hours per week or less in Clo.ssr8Dr1.s. Only 15~~ 

attend their pClrt-time clo.sses more tho.n 10 hours per week. 

k. School subjects lik3d be st: "In nIl school s 0. ttended It, 22~~~ of 

the enrolloes rep'Jrted th~·. t busL18SS c.nd/or s0cretc_rinl ~,7Cl S their f;:\vori to 

subject. School subjocts preferred by the bc..lnnce '~'TGrG listed o.s fol101 ,·S: 

F<.:~vori to Subject i'lIo.le F'GY;18.1e T·)tc.l 

I.·~C'. therilc. ti c S 516 173 689 
Sciences 252 9~.l: 3 !~6 

Sociecl Studi0S 568 209 777 
EnSlish c.i(~3 ·:C:i3 886 
Injustrir.l Arts 63 21 8<1: 
II0':18 Eco~lonics 10 67 77 
VOCG ti ,)nal -:h83 21 50'1 
Foreign Lc,nGuug": s ;11 39 80 
Business 186 223 ·'.1:09 ) 1,169 ­
Secret:·..:rio.l 19~~ 566 760) 22% 

N.Y.i'... C.istrict offices di.:..: not In .i:it .in cor:1plete roc.Jrds of e:lr 'Jllees. 

3. E:;.·1.pl0Y;-:l.en t Lxperi once - Pri ·7f... te: 

enrollinG in N.Y.A. 
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1,121 mo.les, 492 fe:m.I:"les (31%) had trIo jobs or more. 

b. Types of wurk done on these jobs vere reported in such u vmy as 

to mc.ke clcssifico.tion ,Jr tabult"ti:_,n prn.ctic:::..lly inpossibl0. It wc:..s, hovVGver, 

PC)s si b1e to tCl bulc, te the ti no c 1c'1.ent involvod ill previ :JuS 8~pl0Y'''1e:nt. 

t , ~"V,~st Jeb" "Next Lc".st Job" 
M<~lo .. FO~'1[Llo 1~ ""1l2Tc Femc..lo Tot::.l 

Po.rt-tino 8,19 '163 1,312 t168 195 663 
Full-time 1,298 677 1,975 653 321 974 

How 1Tit; hold: 

1 t:J 3 !-~'lnths 719 ·192 1,211 'i:92 259 751 

'± to 6 563 251 814 363 107 470
" 
7 to 12 275 102 3'77 10'1 41 142" 
13 to 23 It 240 101 3"12 77 ·16 123 
2 yc[~rs or ID:Jro 303 93 396 105 39 14~i: 

c. Re~~so:.i.S for lo:,.ving lest j Jb: .il.ppr :Jxi;,}:toly {±a;~ of the enrc)11ees 

'ilho ho.d prcviou s cxperie:1cc i:1 priv['. to Gl~lp1 ':)~r<:"1ent reported thL~t they had boen 

"1cdd C)ff" for -";:. ri;") us rC ~~.s()ns. Only i~/,:::ll1 the 'Jthcr hr~nd, ~,\ dni ttcd thct they 

hu c: b'Jen 8.ctu::~lly dischcl rsed or "fired" by their lc.st c'·.lpL)ycrs. Other ro r:s ..::ns 

rep,.~rtcd, in order of thoir frequency, ':roro listed 8.S follO'.:s: 

"other" r8[' S;11S (illCluc:i:l~~ 
sGs sonn1 n~turc of j Jb) 1,198 


Puor pc.y 203 

Ifcc.lth 108 

Di slikcd Yfork 70 

Chance ()f better j)b 58 

Returned t () s chcnl 56 

i·!:-.mrs lung 

Wvrkcd "tou h:::.. rd H 23 

Di S likJU Cl,lpluycr 20 


d. LOGS thm.1 3;,~ of the c j .•r·')llccs survoyed (81 nC',I ~ s, 61 fO:7l.nl n s) 
J 

reported thc.t they wore e::lpLjyod up to the tine they -d;:.;rc ,:~lr:Jllcd i~l N.Y .A. 

roccivcd "wrk expCriC!lCC on "I,n ,riQus types 0f c '-ll~struction pr~ ) j0ctS. l'Ju~nbers 
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of cnr::>llaes cT:lployed on nIl types C. r -,[:)r1: projects 1'[ere listod ._oS f .) l1;),\'ls: 

Feme. Ie Totc..l 

C.)nscructi :)n Pr,')jccts 1 .. 852 
~Yood W·.Jrkinr; Sh:)p 37·~ 

Sen'ring; R.:.:<)ms 
Clerical Proj0ctG 3~J5 

775* 
9J34f 

775 
1;388° 

Recranti ~ n~l Proj ects 126 67 193 
Nursery Projects 56 56 
Residence Centers 156 156 
N. Y .A. T;c,rch ':)uscs .~9' 49' 
:l.utu RtJpG.ir Projects 5 5 
LrmdscnpL1C Projects ·11 '~l 
Photogrc.phy Pro j ccta 7 7 

* ila,:s of Fo:-.1Ct Ie s 
# 52%)f Fem:.lc s 
.:J 2 D7~ of T()tc~l 

their project work. 

Thi s phase :)f the N. Y.h. pro :~r~r;l .. c,t the tL~iC of the survey, w.:.~s C\. 

fa.irly ney! c1GvGlop~ent. In:1.sF.lUch o.s r:lCL;lYJf tho (:n rol1cc; s (::'id n)t r cnlize thc.t 

instruction recoiv od in c::m:i1ccti ('::'1 'iii th thair pro.jcct 1;,~")rk y;c..s r e ferred to [tS 

"rolo.ted traininG"" tho replies t~) this qUQstLm r:r::..y nut be c..)~'si d crcd c~ s 

prGsonti~c the true picture. 

5. HcL.~.ti .)11Ship 0f occupc.ti ):.lCt } C.csir'Js to prcvi ~' us sch :) oling ­

To determine \'Th ~.... t rclf: tio'.1ship Gjdstcc1 botweon the nccu.p~ , ti ,_m.c.l 

desiros of' the y (;uth survuyc d :_ ~nd th.::: pr oGress they hr.'} prc)lriously ::'1:::. do in 

school .. the tc~blc s \·.11i ch :::. ppc ~i r in th e appendix of t!li s report ':[:']ro c O~~lpil c d 

fr'Jm questi cmnJ.irc roturns. Tf~blc I brcc.ks (~,)Ym tho Gruups thct i!ldicc.tcd 

their choices fer futuro occup:::.ti )118 in ni:'l0 ~cnerc.l ficlJs" c-,nJ lists the 

p0rcenta.~(Js of each Cr ()Up tho. t hnci c J:;-;~plctc (;. oc~ch .:,f the I f: st school g ro.dcs. 

This tnblc e,lso shows the nUI.'lb"T ill (,) c~ch G8nc r.::~1 :)CQup:'.ti 'J l1c,l field thc,t he,d 
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attended hiGh schc)Jl" and the pcrcontu.~cs nf this number th::tt hc.cl tc.kon the 

v::rious high scho ol courses. P0rccnto. ~~os ·J f the tot n l in oD.ch C.lccup[,ti ,-)::lfl..l 

~r (.' up thf'.t had a ttendcd vo c ,:~ ti 0 :1[',1 s ch ,) ul s aru ind i CD. tc(1 i~'l tho cxtronc ri ght­

hand c')lumn. 

Tnblcs II-A D.nd II-B list c. ·)rrosp;)ndi l1[. figuros f c~ r the youth tht"'..t 

mude specific choices in tho ;~lOst frequently reported occupn.tions, 

Table I indicc.tes th~l.t o.~nonG the youth thn.t would choose occupa,ti :Jlls 

in the llrofessimw.l field, .:~:1, of the T'll~les und ::0% of the fomnlcs hnd not 

complot :.;(~ high school. Th~;sG proi'essi-:mo..l fiolds usuc.\lly require f'~:,ur yOf'.rs 

of' colloGe tra.ininr; for which hil:h sch()~l c~)nploti;)n is the first essentiul. 

Of tho youth in thi s group thf\ t eli d c 'Jmplote their sec :)nd ~" ry educ fl ti on ~ only 

one-quarter t~ok courses th~t pr8PQr~d thaD for c ~ llcco entra nce. In the 

technicnl r.nd se!!li-profussiona l groups, the pcrccntc.{}3S of b 'JYs n.nd girls whu 

did not co~nplotG hiGh sch')ol and failed to tak:e c01l02;(; prep:..rc.tory ctJurses, 

appear still hiGher. Obvi ·.)usly, 0. nujority of the 600 youth vrho desire future 

jobs in these throe fields l1ce:d oither furthGr trc..inin~~" if they persist in 

their choices" or Guidance int c; other occup~ti (L1nl chcmnols for 'which thoy :1re 

or cun be bettor fi ttod without h o.vinG t o sp3nd se-vorJ.l yours in pre lir:1.in[.ry 

traininge In most cuses, the forn.or c )urse, !'lovelle ss to say, T:..r:m ld be bJth 

extremely lengthy in tho mntter of time nuLl ocoll;r.licQ,lly imp--,ssiblo. 

Sinila.r observa ti c.'us :··.ro to be cl.rc~vJ!1 frx:l other Groups of fiGures in 

theSe) tc.blos. Of the 565 ,:;irls" f8r instCl1J.ce". vmo l1csiro to be sccrctnry­

stenosra.phcrs (see Table II-B)" 27;10 did not c :..llnpleto hiCh s eh o:)l c.nd nenrly l~~ 

did not proGress bOy:Jnd the ninth c:;rndo. Only 567~ of the t:)t[~l in this ('~roup 

had rccoived [tny seh ~)ol trnin:i.n~ i!l businc ss or cor:lncrcin,l c.mrSG s ;:)f any kind. 

A study of Gr.lployr10nt roquir0r1.cnts :)f 30Jorn business orJ;Qnizcti::lJ1s "Jill j_ndicf~te 
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the necessity for special handliI:.C; of thi s croup G.nj others Ii steel under the 

Genera.l hcc..dinG of clcrice,l cccup'l.ti0:ls. Illciuentully, it is to be seriously 

qU0stL~ncd whether it is pra.cticr..l t J cncouru:;o 1,301 Girls cU1c1 360 boys t :) 

persist in their clv::icc of clerical OCcup~)ti()ns in view of the tromcndous o..rmy 

of youth now bainG trc~inod in public c..nd private sch:)ols, and pc,rticula.rly in 

vim;'f of the rt..... thor limit'Jd ~pportunities cxistinc; Ll tho businuss vmrld for 

younG people who have tho necess[~ry ocluC(.:tionn.l quo.lific~'_ti en.s [_~C. spccinl 

.i.i conpGris ~)n 0f' the oC0up::-. tL.mr.l dosir~J s nnd trnininc; received by the 

youth ir~ their hi:;h school courses, as c;ro.phic::·.lly illustri...toJ Ll Fi ~~ure III, 

is also -'"Torthy tlf seri ous CCLiSi J.Gr·::.~ ti tjn. A C lunce: f, t thi s pi c ture ""Ii 11 sh ~)W 

that there is Ii ttlc 'Jr ~-LO cnrrcl ~.1 ti :::m bc:twecl1 the se -b.n i te:::1s. In stuLlyinC 

the f ''Jllov;inC to.blcs, it 1.vill be -well to l1i.)te the sr.,['~ll nunbcrs in oach croup 

thc.t hQVG roceived vocc-.t:i_ 'Jnc~ 1 tro.iniac , ,:nd t:) boc.r in nind the oc:uc::"i. tionQl 

standards n~)':T adhered to by enp10yors in the v['ri~us :) ccupc'.tiiJIw.l fields. 

Secti on VI. Whe. t f[~ci Ii ti 0 s c.ro aVC~~ 10.31e for .l. 'Juth pL-. ce:-10nt? 

In the Enr:.,llnont Recorci qucstinrmC1.irc, ~"11 c.:nrollecs ':rare ~~Sl{C(l t o 

list the C!'lplo~:lOnt c.~enciss, both publi0 ~.lld priv~~t0 .. '.'rith "fhich they he.d 

re0 istoreu clurinc the l c~st stx ;:-J:lths. .l~ll of them, in accor\.l::-:. ncc -~-,ri th tho 

p'Jli cios of tho N. Y .A. ~ c.re re:i stor ·,; c.~ l.'ri th the Nen Jc rsoy fr,lployn cn t Scrvi co 

offices in their h,):1G cO':l.::lUl1iti c s. The c ctulJ.l nunber c)f ,-<.:encics with 1vhich 

the o:lrJllo·'J S arc Ii stcc.1 ~~fGrG t ::~ bula ':; ad e.s f u 1.1cvlS : 

Mule FOy]:11e Tote. 1 

ReGistered rri th 1 uGency cl1y (n.J. :S .s.) 2;107 1,302 3,,109 
II If 2 diff(;renc o.. i'>'Jl1cies ;172 290 '162 
n It 3 nc;cncl c s :;r -'-lore ·117 '~39 856 

(31% of the t otc~l [~ro ra ,;.:;is -ccrcd \'ri th onp1 ' )J~ncl1t G;jGtlcics () thc.r thc.n the 
N.J.E.S.). 
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Section VII: Ad~endn: 

An additi onal questionnaire I subro ttcd to c~ll .311rollcGs but :10t 

requiring thG::J. t o si~n th:S'ir nD..~es, i1lcluded tho fullurrinc i to.us: 

1. Do you thinl~ the. t yt:mr IT. Y.1'... ymrk he.. s d : :::12 anythLl :~ to fit you 

for tho kind 8 f ;job Y8U 1"!cmt t,) (mter in tho noo.r future? (Che ck i t8r.l that 

fits y~ur case: Nothinc nt nIl; very littlo; Q little; s ono; a :rcut jo~l; 

more than c,nythiliG else ). 

2. In vrhc:..t "my or vto.yf, d.:-· y ._,u thir!k: ;:/ our N.Y • .i.·~. ': 'DrJ: h~ .s he lped to 

fi t y ou f'Jr the: kiud of job y uu liiD..:'.t i~l tho future! (Check i t0I:1.S such D. s 

physicn.lly, n onti.·,lly, in skills, h:'obits, .~tc.). 

3. How do y ou spend Y0ur spurc tine yfu c~ n ~t on~aGed in N.Y.A. 

project 	~lf'J rk? 

.At the pre,soLt tir:lC' , to.bul::.~tiO.i.1S ;jf [ ~ ns'.ljcrs t o the' s ':) qUGstiuns Qro 

of H.Y.!!.. clcric ,~t l projoct w~Jr:cc rs. TClbulntion ,:)f q1lvsti::,1.11wircs '.t;::s hLu:dlod 

thr()Uc;h tho offi co S I.Jf the Insti tuto 'Jf Humu,l1 Encinc~] riac, Ho bolccm, Nevi Je rsoy. 

SUT:li.1Cl.riziY1C r.nd totnlin.:; of tc..buL), ti-:-l1s "f.j c r·] G:)r.u [lOl~:ly by the survc,' y COT.!:; 'littcc. 
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CONCLUSIOHS 


1. The study involved 5,,163 youth. 'Ihis is 86~ of the youth enrolled ­

April 18 to 24, 1939. 

2. The colored group represents 13% of the total enrollment. This 

total number of colored youth - 18 to 24 - represents only 61~ of the total 

youth group - 18 to 24 - in t}w state. There are, therefore, more than twico 

the number of colored youth on N.Y.A. proj(jcts~ as thoir raco ropresentation 

in tho total youth group, 18 to 24, in tho state. There; ar(3, hovrover, about 

18% more femal;.;' s in tho colored croup j 18 to 24, in tho statu, but the male 

colored enrollees on N. Y .A. projects arc 75% mor:.; than the fomalo colored 

enrolloes. 

3. Approximately 3% of tho enr-ollncs are mHrriod. The percentage: of 

rnarriod rna10s is 3~~ of tho male: group and also tho porcontag'5 of married females 

ropreGonts rtbout tho sarno percentago - 3% of the femalo group. It 1.'JOuld seem• 

d'3sirnblo, therofore" to recognize tho males as hoads of familL..; s und,if they 

need employment, to mcko provisions for thorn on projects plc.l.1ncd for i).dults. 

This would enable thorn to earn sufficient menoy to mCcinto.in his fa.mily on Q 

higher economic lovel than is possible nn the H.Y.A. wugos. 

4. Approximately 6C~"; of tho totn.l enrollment is less thnn 21 yO~'.rs of 

ngo, :::md npproxim::ltely 37% nrc of voti,11C age. 

5. There is [;.n ind:i, Cf). ti on th[~ t somo youth intond to remain on N. Y.A. 

projects bocnusG 2010 of the totr:l enrollment hnvG bc;'n on th0s0 projocts for 

one to VNO JGc.rs or morc. Approximo..tcly 56 of th'J youth f::.,-i led to indi m:i.te 

tho length of time thoy woro onrolled. 

6. The youth group come from low-income families. 62% report incomes 

of ~l,OOO per yec.r or less. About 3.6% come from reliof-supported .fnmilic.:s. 
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Approximately 37% come from fumilies whore tho heuds oro unemployed or on W.P.A. 

7. There is un indicntion tho.t 359 of tho youth now on If.Y.A. projects 

bolong on udul t projects. Thi s number reports they n 1'0 the mrdn support of the 

fnmily. 

8. N.Y.A. enrollments do not ropresent nn cquitgblc scl:) ction in the 

counties on the bo.sis of popula.tion of 1930 census pur 100,000. Ct:'.mdcn c..nd 

Atl[~ntic counties ouch h:~vc more than t1ncc the number por 100,,000 popult:'.tion 

than have Hudson o..nd Essex counties. Thoro nre olev(3n rural counties in the 

sto..te ,,"IThich hc.ve 12.8% of the state population. How/Jvcr, these sarno counties 

he-va only 7% of the N.Y.A. enrolloc:s. This is due largely to the lack of' 

sponsorship of N.Y.A. projects in the rurul Qr0US. 

9. The lack of equality in N.Y.A. enrollments is morc pronouncod when 

whole communi tics of' enrollees o.ro considered. Hum.'lOuton h(~. s an 1.ndex (number 

per 100,000 population) of 714 as ccYmpo.rcd with Newo.rk of 194. Atlantic City 

hus an index of 410.9; Camden 418; c.nd H~:rrison 313. Tho concentrc.tion of 

N.Y.A. onro11mCl'lts in those local communities docs nut giv~ un equal opportunity 

to youth in other communi ties in tho stc.to. Ageti!'! tho problom of sponsorship 

of N.Y.A. projects is involved. 

10. OnG of the out stc~nding ro su1ts of the study is tho intcrc st whi ch 

the onr:-:'i lloGs expressod in cert~"in occup::-,ti ',)nul fields. Ttorc thall 32% of the 

boys (32.1%) exprGssed tin interest i~1 white-collar jobs, but 76.4% of the girls 

oxpressod f ..n intol'"(;st in tho so-called whi te-callGr fields. Approximr,tcly 46% 

of the boys wore inter]st :1d in the skilled trndes - a bout 25% of tiL , :; were 

int,]restcd in c.uto mcchc'.nics. Thero is c()nsidGrr..~blc r-.: vidonco of neod for 

guidance bec:)usc molny of the enrollees o..ro not propnred to onter the 164 

occupotions indicat8d n.S first choices. 

-21­

You are viewing a document archived at the New Jersey State Library.



The Gxtent to v.nich the public schools nro involved in the 8ducc.ti onal 

CLnd gui.dancG pr ~)blGms uf y cuth in Now Jersey may bo s een in Fir;urc III in the 

o..pp0ndix. Thi s chc..rt sh 'J'J'!S th!~, t .! ,YU1Y Y'Juth ·Vlc..:nt to entol' () CCUP ~~ ti ons othor 

th~'"n th·:;so in which paTent s ~=) r cua rdi L:ns nro ongo.god clnd th;_~t tho c o llego pro­

pnrn.tory ~1nd busin e ss cLnd c onun:.;rciul G O'lrS:J S in the hi.gh scho uls c\ttrnct TTu ro 

y oung people than ~~tu~ lly r e quire this type of cduc0tiJuul prQgr~rn to prepa ro 

thom for tho things they r:o.nt t :) d~). The seho;)ls in gC:lle r:ll d :) :'l'Jt provide 

onough vJcc:..ti cnnl courses t:J Ineot the interests 'Jf pupils or t ·~:· prcpC'.re Y:)lmg 

people to enter tho prodomi:.t.w.to occup"'ttLms of the Stl.,tO. 

11. It'ny of the city y .:,uth 0..1'0 i.nterested Ll rnaking th<.:ir futuro 

h Ufl10S i:!1 rur:tl ~reQ S .)1' in S!J,L.; 11 t :JI'.J1'1s. 13.5% ('\ f the Y'Juth 0nrollod expressed 

0.. prefGre~1.ce for rurnl or sm~, 11-t 0\'..rn living. ActuQlly" th o perc ento.go 

expre ssing this -,'Jish is 15.2~;~ of t:w t ote,l, becr.uso 1,649 b oys ~~nd girls s ::~id 

t ilOy did not c c. r·lj':rhcre they lived r ftcr l 'Juvinc ,rJ.Y.I... 

12. The hcc,lth of tho cnr ~)ll(\cs seems to 'uc ~l; () ' ) d. This is" h owcvc;r" 

a sub j ective opLli :'1'1 :yZ' tho y~uth thC~lSC Iva s. SL1C C thoro c.r f.] n ::; phJTs ieal 

c xo..:r:.lin:-'.ti :,ns J the :">pini '_' 1.1 S )1' the b nys Cl.ud gi rls I ~,n thi s m;.:. ttor r:lust be 

ncc optvd. The .r' se prevc.lc-:lt dc.'fc ct ·tcp :1rtcd Wf ~ S defe ctive visi )n" \,fhich" in 

mJ st cu sas" c~n be c orrected. 

r13. He.ny 'J£' tho se 'in the l\Jz"ti ;:1nl Yc- uth r CJ lls c:-r.m~ ~, t secure c.. j r)b 

lUJ,til they :.t cquirc fur t h ur s 0h'j "~1 1i:lg. Aluwst 65j~ (64.6%) ,JI' the onr ,)llcos ha ve 

n o t c :)mplctod hiC;h uch ,,:o l crlCl only 3670 (35.4%) hr;ve c; z"'!!lpletcd high sch;)o l ( )r 

he-va h:':, d furthe r s;~h ' :'J ling. Th,.'l sO ldh :) Inck [. h1.gh school diploTICl hnve L 

dcfil:.i te j ob h~..ndicr..p v.rlwre enployors ~d'C :::. sking f o r cvid ,:.::uc,0 of hii~h sch ()c,l 

c~)~np18ti .'n. (So(.; ch~rts Fi:~urQs IV-V in ;).ppcndix). 
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14, EcnIlomic need is the chiof reason fOr" leaving school before 

graduation, There is no indication that the economic need is entirely a 

family need because there is considerable evidence that many leave school to 

earn money which they consider their own. It ifi the desire to earn their ovm 

money which is rosponsible fOr" mailY boys and girls leaving schools to earn the 

wages paid on N.Y.A. projects. 

There is considerable evidence that parents or guardians are still 

affected by oconomic changes of the past several years. A comparison of' the 

usual occupations and the present occupations of parants and gucrdians (see 

Figure I in Appendix) indicates the degree to which persons in vurious job 

classifications hc.ve had to ~[~ke ndj,ustments to other jobs somv of which are 

of a 10vlGr socinl and economic order. 

15. The number of young poople vrho lef~vo school vii tho'lt completing 

high school crer:. tGS a difficult si tuo.tion in any communi ty. Tho school progress 

of 5,034 N.Y.A. youth shovm in Ii'i~urGSII - IIA which [lro includod in the 

e.ppendix presents the evidence; of tho dogreo to which these young people: escape 

from cduc:.i tionnl opportuni tir.:s which C"~rc f.Afford(;d to them. 

16. There is evidonco th[d~ rn':::;.ny of those who did attond high school 

did not Irmkc u ·wise selection of courses, because 47!~ of thc}se po.rticipL~tod 

in commercial and business courses. Thl s numh!"!r is f::,r in excess of employment 

opportunities in these fields. 

17. Of the entire; group which ·wont to college only 10.3% recc;iv(:d u. 

degree. 

18. Tho percentage of those who G. ttendcd voc~-,- tiona.l schools and 

completed their courses is morc thnn two und Q half times the percentage of 

those who completed college cours~s. AGD.ill, Atlnntic County is in ovidence, 
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because morc than 26% of all thoso Gnrollc d 5.n N. Y.A. attended the Atl [~ntic 

City Voca tion::.. l School. Hovr8vcr, 14% of E).ll the Gnrollecs i n i'Jc'vV'..::.rk nttcndod 

the VOC ,~t t:i. onc.l school in Ncwurk Gnd 11!<~ of the Essex County cnroll~es c.ttandod 

voc,,:,- tionn1 schools in the county. 

19. The stQtistics rcl ,'1ting to p:~, rt-timc c..nd ovcminc cl c. s~:; os which the 

N.Y ..A. onrolloes c..ttendGd ngtdn indicatos the interest in white-colIn I' jobs" 

bccQuse r._pproximCl.tely 5710 (56.7%) who i).ttondod evening schools vverc .Jnrollcd 

in commercinl coursos. 

20. 8% of the onrollmcmt survoyc d ::.tre c.ttcnding school. Agr.'cin" thero 

is evidence of a neod for guidance in the selection of coursos ~nd the 

solection of schools. There G.ro 20 reported attendi ng continu2..tion scho(;)ls. 

The 1Tow J .-::rsoy Continu~ttion School Lnw only cd'focts the 14-16 )'co..r group. 

Ei ther th(~ 20 o.ro under the; n.gc require d for N. Y.A. enrollment or they arc 

,~\ ttending c. s(:~hool thc.t d0 c s not moot th :: ir n eeds. 

21. The tOl1duncy to-rrr:,. rd 1'1hit (: -coJ.lc.r jobs is ~::.. g;Lin evident in tho 

solecti on. of courso S C',nd in tho indi C t ~tiOll. of be st-likod subj cots. 

22. Tho N.Y.A. procrc.m hc..s b :;,'on lc.r[; c ly of the constructivG typo. 

6q~ of all tho males l,\ruro cngr~ god ii.~. constructi on ·?.fOrk. Tho f emnl e s, h0wcver" 

1.vere ol1[SQged in SGWirig (4Q/n [ '.Dd clcricc..l (52%). 

23. The N C'~N J : rs cly Employment SGrvicG i!3 the ('.gelley '.,viJc;h 1,;;rhich c.ll 

N. Y.A. workers n rc re(;i star3d for plc\ cement. The r0 nrc, ho-,·'Jev(;r, 20% of the 

youth enrolloes who h nvc been on the 1\1. Y.A. for O:lu to t-do ycn:cs or :..noro o.nd 

hnve not beon pIc, cede Thi s i. s ']vidcllCG of Cl. no e d for c. ttcntion to be gi.ven to 

tho plncoment phuse of guidnnc0 . 

24. Tho most r eveuling phaso of the study is the unalysis of occupn ­

tionnl interest ::.'nd schooling. Those interests" in ffiuny ca sC.'s" :J. rc L-.r beyond 
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the school n.chiovomcnts. For many jobs, thero ~re recoGnized minimum requiro­

ments ::;uch CtS high school grc.du['.ticn. Tho study indic;,tcs th:-~t mc.ny boys c.nd 

(~irls who hnvc only seventh gr:l.do cOn1plction h ::1 vo expressed o. rl i::ltnrost L1 jobs 

'}v:hich require the usual high sch c)o l completion. 49 b~)ys o..:l.1d 87 girls VIDO he-vo 

sGventh grade or lower scho,.)ling vlish tD outer occUp:-tiDns of c, professional, 

tcchnicc.l, or sGmi-prof3ssior~~~~1 type F;hich roquires <.~ minimum schooling of 

high school or batture S ': )lTIC of th:)so who ht-d soma hiCh sch()() l ':lork h ::;, vc t r', kon 

courses v,Jhich do not have a c1080 relationship t(j tho OCCUpC.tj,():i.1S h1 vfhich thoy 

0.1'0 i!:1torested. 

25. There is no doubt about tho neod i'or D. str{)ng g;uid8.11Ce pro grcun 

conducted by c. ",'rell sol c! ctod c.i-Id -vrcll trc.inod guid[~l1cQ pcrs '')~ln c..l. Thero is 

somo doubt of tho G.bili ty uf those -\...,hcI le,ck th e YlucGssnry sch:~)() li[lg to secure 

the fundnmontcl requiremen ts for tho :l ob i:il vfhich they L',ro i ·'J. tcrostocl. The 1'0 

is 0.1so d ,:~ ubt ['.bout the persis'GoncY Jf the cnrollf}cs -,rhr:> ~.ir0 in the curly 

st:."'.gos of mD.nhood o.nd vromc.nhoJd to c :1:mplctG tho nCCG3s::',ry tro.ining requirod for 

cntrc..nco to thD c1ccupc. ti (In. 

26. The C'.. udi ti Ducl ne '.Jds ('If th)so v!hJ require further schooling cLnn.c,t 

be met by tho C,'Jurscs nDVf fUYlcti ):n ine; in the sehtl'Jls. Thore is c~ n ;;(~;d for D. 

sch,:81 program to 8upplorn.ent the ~'T. Y.A. pr:)jcct. Thi r, pr Jgr:.:.m sh r)uld include 

o.s much rolatod tochnicn.l Q,)ntunt CI.S is nocessc.ry t c) cc~rry 'mt tho pr,jjcct, but 

tho pr:) gro.m must c.lsc) include n br(1~:\.dcr type :If oduc::-.tL.Jn thc.l; '.'l:L 11 tond toward 

much botter living [mel p·::'rs ol18.1ity dev0l0pncl'lt. 

27. Thero is Q nc·)d for inorc c umplcte records ,~\f H.Y.A. enrollees. 

Th~ so sh:mld b ·:; m[1intc.ineu in the stc,tc or c::istriut .Jfficc[; c..lld should include 

0.11 il1formc~tion nccdGd for effective suido..nco. Theso rec 'Jrds if pJssiblo should 

bo mo.intQinccl ()U [L unit Gcrd thc!t is roadily [.,vnilr'. blc for rc.pid Qlle.. lysis cithc:r 
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through machine or ha.nd sorting. The individual record forms which were 

inspected were not complete. They lacked much of the information which vms 

expected to be included on the enrollee history blanks. 

-
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---

;j 
e 
~ 
~I Typists 37 I 

Bookkeepers 42 
File Clerks 16 
Gen'l Off. Clerks 121 
Shipping 17 
Chauffeurs 18 
Vlaiters 17 
Electricians 60 
Machinists 142 
Mechanics 135 
Mach. Oprtrs. 99 
Painters 84 
Printers 38 
Auto Mechs. 345 
Aviation I'!Iechs. 91 
Carpenters 133 

* Totals not oomple-te 

TABLE I-A 


SPECIFIC OCC1JPLTION.l"...L CHOICES AS RELiiTED 'ill SCHOOLING - (MALES) 


Last School High School cotrrses 
Grade Completed (if any)

---.-- ­7-th--­ 9th :. IS~i. ·*Occupational I or 
Choice Total ~ower 

III 18E1ec. Engrs. 
Lavr.re r s 22 
Pharmacist s 25 
Teachers 51 
Accountants 25 
Aviators 28 
Draftsmen 43 
Com'l Artists 31 
Journalists 13 
Radio l11ech. 13 
Sal esma.n - Inside I 38 
Salesman - Outside 18 

1 
3 
1 
7 

1 

1 

1 
3 
1 
1 

1 
4 
5 
4 
4 
6 

15 
32 
12 
23 

4 
89 

4 
34 

due 

EulOth ColI. 
CoImn. Tech.Prep.12th8th ~lth 

~- i----- ­

46 73 
56 131 

8 13 92 
8 13313 

-
 22 
 42 
72 186 

162 17 24 
72 12 16 

2 311-
3651 
710 14 11 

92 6 'Z 
'-' 

8 7261 
88 32-
2833 

2628 817 
75 61 
46 33 

8 4 -

1126 1215 
2938 52 25 
2038 45 15 
18143333 

824 25 6 
I 

8 65 20 
51106 26117 
293214 37 
15~240 13 

I 

33 -
1 3 

2 
1 

2 5 
12 1 2 

I -
3 

3 1 7 
5 2 
3 

2 
2 5 

3 )1 4 
I 151 

1 I 13 
g 2 

1 
3 

3 
1 

4 
2 4: -

2 27 

-
1 

4: 

10 


3 
6 4: 

-
2 

5 
1 3 -
2 2 -

6 
7 
1 4 

10 
7 

14 
218 

164 3 
2 7 1 
1 7 -

12 
10 

30 I9 
11 7 

3 215 
I 

to s orne enrolle es not reporting s choollng. 

taken 

Voc'l. 
Ind'l. 
Arts Other 

1 
3 

-

1 
-
5 
3 

-

-
-

1 
1 

-
-
-

2 

-

1 

-

6 
8 
5 
6 
3 
9 

15 
9 
7 

-.-­
1 

-
1 

3I 

-
1 
4 
1 

--
I ­---

-

2 

---
1 
1 
1 
3 

I 

4 
2 
2 
2 
3 

~ 


I 

rtendedVoc'l. 

Schools 


3 
3 
1 
3 
4 

7 
3 
1 

4 
2 

2 
1 
5 

2 
12 
25 
15 
21 
13 
10 
27 
11 
25 

I 
t ­
C\1 

I 
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----

l­
\ 

Occupational ( 
~hoice __._____l~otal L(jwE~ 

Nurses I 57 
Teachers 38 
Desi gners I 18 
Corron'l Art II 13 
Radio Entermi nersl 12 
Sales ladies 194 
Te~ephone OpI's. 18 
Typists 19'~ 
Bookkeeper s 39 
File Clcl·ks 34 
Gen'l Off. Clerks 1123 
Office Assts. 
Sccr1y-stenog. 
Beauticians 
Sea:rllstre ss es 
~,':ai .!cres 3 es 
Machine Operators 
SevJers 
Unclass. Unskl t d. 

Factory Labor 

17 
565 

45 
59 
63 

123 
17 

25 

TABLE I-B 
SPECIFIC OCC1JPATION.:iL CHOICES 11.8 RELATED TO SCHOOLIFG ­

Last School rligh School Courses Trucen 
de Comoleted (if any) 

I 9th 

lOth 


8th 
 11th 12th Gen'I--- r- ------ .-.. r--~-~ 

15 33 
4 
7 31 

29 8 
2 

4 
4511 

8 2 
3 
l ' 4 

L1 2 3 
52 98 24 25 
1 8 1 
3 

7 
31 101 33 

2 8 
3 

255 
19 7 

5 
lO 
,12 27 

5 
72 

512-
104 416 76 

11 
16 

15 9 10 
16 19 5 7 
23 852<1: 

I 

Sci.Bus.Call. 
Tech.Prep. Connn. 

25 31 -
1013 -

4t1 -
63 -I1 3 -

6G12 -
2 13 -

12613 -
261 -

Voc'l. 
Ind'l. 
;';Its 

1 
-

1 
-
-

1 
-
-
-


I 

5 I 13 11 
12 67 - -

81 --
41 371 3 -

2 11 --
75 - -

2 111 - I 

2 2.252 22 135 9 -I 
6221 1-1 3 I 2 1 -

I 
,1 2 2 310 - --

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I I 

(Females) 

II i:..ttended 
Vac'l. 

Other Schools _.. . .-.-.. - ..~ 

3 9 
1 

2 2 

- 1 
-
.1 

'.i:; 

t 

I 1 
1-1 

1 
1 I I 14 

2 
1 I 

ro 
1 10 

1 
C'~ 

I 

6 3tl 
1 6 
4 10 
5 5 
1 9 

5 
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occupational 
Choice 

~ 

Prof• . 
're~h. 

S.-Prof. 
Sales 
Clerks 
Service 
Skilled 
Somi-Skilled 
Laborors 

Female 
Prof. 
Tech. 
S.-Prof. 
Sales 
Clorical 
Service 
Skilled 
Semi-Skilled I 
Laborers ' 

OCCUPATIONAL CHOICES AS RELATED TO SCHOOLING 


Last School Grade 
.L Completed 
I 7th 9th 

or I lOth 
Tota Lower 8th 12 th11th 

( G BNER.I\L FI EID S ) 

High School Cours'e Taken 
(if any) 

----r--~--

I G~" 11 J
T 

cono, Buso ISci. 
v_ .... • ._.-I- ­

I
I I

I I I191 17 III '14 58':::S:: 39 
175 3 5813 97 44 25 

76 10 
I 

5 23 38 18 11 
67 4 15 27 21 13 6 

360 15 15 8277 216 26 
28110 3533 17 23 7 

1450 281 410 499 206 223 50 
311.202 30 72 2771 10 

I 

1111 13 II I:L......t'-10 1 

1.::: 1 25115 5 69 33 25 
41 0 20~ 6 102~ I825 -13 6 3 

217 6011 30 27106 1'.1: 
1031 78 31 213 166 79678 I 

185 32 68 2819 95'1 
192 64<1:3 61 14 27 5 

, 
'.,:0 <1 1 19 

25 7 I 

10 4: 22 I 

I 

I 

..!'!,_ep. Tech._C~mm. 

27 20 
36 15 
19 2 
15 6 

182 6 
1·: 1 

1511 56 
22 15 

6 1 

31 
16 1 

9 
73 


6(6 
 ~ 

32 
30 1 

:3 
3 

Voctl. 
Ind ' 1. 
.:Lrts 

5 
III 

1 
2 
3 
1 

85 
6 
1 

1 
1 

2 
1 
1 
1 

Other 

6 
8 

1 
1 

26 
5 

3 
2 

( 

9 
11 

3 

p.ttendcd 
Voc'l. 

Scheol 
~ 

I 
1 

15 
22 

5 
7 

17 
8 I 

213 
m 
C\l 

28 
I 

3 

9 
' "J: 

1 
16 
68 
23 
14 
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I 

I 

I 

Tl:BLE II-A 

RELATION OF YOUTHS r SPECIFI C OC CUPATI OHf~ CHOI CE,S TO TIm In PREVIOUS SCHOOLING - (EAL ES) 

Last Grade Completed and High School Courses and Per 
Per- - Cent--- - in Each Grade No. 

No. 
Occum tional of 

I Choices tlout.'L 
~---

---

6th , Ior I' 

6th -, Ior I' 

Lovver 7th 8th 9tl:_ lOth Ith --- f-.- ~--~.-
Lmyer 7th 8th 9th._ lOth Ith-f------ t-.- ~.--.~.-

1111 1414 3131 1414 1212 7 I7 I 

,1, I 7 27 13 17 5 
11 I 1<"'1 21 12 22 5G 

14 11 I 30 18 11 t1 

,1, I 7 27 13 17 5 
11 I 1<"'1 21 12 22 5G 

14 11 I 30 18 11 t1 
1 2 5 5 5 12 
~ 8 I 33 5 22 6'.i: 

1 2 5 5 5 12 
~ 8 I 33 5 22 6'.i: 

... 
i 

3 12 6 19 9 
6 

J 

12 31 16 8 3 
9 12 36 10 16 9 

... 3 12 6 19 9 
6 i 12 31 16 8 3 
9 J 12 36 10 16 9 

13 ! 1'1 28 10 12 6 
3 

I 
1·1 20 19 20 3 

5 5 25 13 20 10 

13 

1-.--- ...... 

2 I2 5 285 8 318 8 
14 

8 

- 6- - 8- 8 

! 1'1 28 10 12 6 
3 1·1 20 19 20 3 
5 I 5 25 13 20 10 

I 28 31 
14 6 8 8 

-- -- 55 1515 1212 1515 
II -- -- -- 33 33 1111 

-- 88 2~2~ 1616 1010 1010 
22 88 1313 1616 2525 1313 

-- " L1" 6 86 8-J: 8L1 8-J: 

-- 33 66 1616 1111 1414 
1111 1616 4040 77 77 77 

33 -- 88 88 1212 33 
44 -- 88 44 16 I16 I 1212 
-- -- -- -- 11 11 

II 

, 

~\,~\:tt r d 
11E.S. 

12t12

-

ht h 
~ 

77 J1'2:3 
1717 76 
1111 60 
1111 55 ' 

~ 

-7070 106 
1414 ·:7 
3131 69 
1717 39 

55 36 
77 31 

2323 ·: 0 
2020 38 

17 117 
62 

1 38 
62 39 
5656 33 
7676 38 
2525 21 
2222 25 
7070 30 
5050 25 

3 I3 I 9 
6464 22 
5252 18 
8888 24 

II 

ColI. Bus. 
Gen'l. Prep. C_01TII!1.. 

35 7 21 
38 III 18 
33 11 30 

27 I 6 27 
25 I 9 6:,} 

36 8 32
I ill 13 16 

31 5 30 
31 - 25 
25 6 2,,':' 
37 2 22 
30 3 

II 

11 
37 16 21 
31 27 27 

9 I50 6
I20 715 

30 I 15 '-10 
2~ ,,1

...:. 28 
16 4 80 
28 12 <1:0 
25 10 25 
30 25 8 
50 10 10 
16 14 70 

I 

Auto Hechs. 
'Machinists 
~.II c chanics 

Carpenters 
Gen r l. Off. Clks it 
Machine Oprs. 
·Avia. Mcchs. 
Radio Mochs. 
Truck Drivers 
Pc..il1tcrs 
Holders 
Electrician 
Lc.tno Hands 
TC;J.chcrs 
Draftsmen 
Bookkeoper s 
storo Sales 

! Printers 
Typists 
Comma j~rtists 

Plumbers 
Aviators 
Pharmi.cists 
Accountants 

3,15 

1s:2 

135 

133 

121 


99 

91 

91 

91 

84 ' 

63 

60 

58 

51 

43 

42 

38 

38 

37 

31 

30 

28 

25 

25 


. 
.. 

Gent Taking Each 
~-- ....,-----.

i VOC. 
Scia I Ind. 
T?_c holl.'.rtE..Q.ther 

9 
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TAEL: II-B 


RELt\TION CF YOUTHS I SPECIFI C ocr~up~\.TION.li.L CHOICES TO THEIR PREVIOUS S CHOOLIFG - (FEMi\.LES) 


Las t Gl~adc Completed Qnd 
per cent in cach: grado 

Occupational !~. 6~~ 1f·-LJ_-r 1 · 
I. 7th 8tnOthlllthL!?~ 

! R.S. cours e s and per 
·~To. I r '-'-'--' ---"-.-. 
\t~_~dt I I Coll. LHus • 
~t.Q~~~l..V.!_~_ ,_C2..0!!~. 

~97,' 15 8 I 74 

108 23 11 61I I 

172 I 19 7 II' 33 
107 I 25 11 63 

~("'l ,:6 L1'LV 16 
27 29 7 40 

:'.5>';;5 22 31 
12 5025 16 
24 ,~ ') ( 6 
35 

8L'-' 

74 
33 

23 3 
30 

5 
2'1 39 
10 60 

cent t C\.l<;,ing2~o.c_!!.._ ,Per cent 

~voctl.T 1 \A:tonded 

. ~~~-"--t~,~~ll~tAcr~rS_~O_~lS 
0.6 

.j,O 

9 

0.9 

2 
-1 
2 

1 
3 

0.5 
0.9 

2 
19 

2 

:1 
6 

6 
7 
7 
8 
7 
8 

10 
11 
13 

5 
.::; 

I 
M 
tI) 

I 

I I 

Choices 

Socretary ­
Stenograph~r 

Salesladio2 
Typists 
Gen'l orr. elk
Ma.chine Oprs. 
-~Vai tress 
Purse s 
Sew(; rs 
Beauticians 
Bookkeepers 
Teachers 
Factory Lubor 

I 
565, 

1 19.) 
19l':: 

l 123 
134 

63
571 

l'!.::71 
45, 
39 
38 
25 

ower 

2 
1.5 
21 

8 
3 
3 
6 
4 

15 
3 

16 

l.I0.5 t 
1 4, 
. 2 
I 2 
! 1,1­
I' 9 
~ 2I 15 

4 

12 

1 

3 ' 

27 ~ 
1 

1 : 
4: 

28 
36 
12 
<15 
24 

51 
10 
~o 

I 

3 1 8 
19 1 21 

3 6 
4 15 

22 15 
22 12 
10 10 

i.~ I 21 
151 9 
- " 10 
3 3 
8 ~ 

':.<: 

7 
10 

7 
15 

6 
3 
5 
4 
9 
2 
5 
4 

73.5 
12 
52 II 

58 
7 
7 

54 
.-: 

20 
61 
76 

8 

. 


You are viewing a document archived at the New Jersey State Library.



liLS7u 

3·7.,,)0 

WPA 

I'lfttre J,' 	 ~fenfs Dr prJrcll4.1'1 S" c>/ A/Y~ ~nro//~es (cJtf!! 

;b~r / t?1I1//Y): CtJfflpqr/Soh ~/. ~S"'~IIJ 4,11c{ 

~!::5..S(:Jt t * OC(·l..(~c;r/'on~. . 

"vs UAL' 	 PR.E5EN7 Vc 

o(c.uP~,TION Oc C Ll PA TIOJ" 

(3) 31"3 ,,,-\e-~) (4p6S cas@.s) 

lHc/~t/; n9 
\ worKe rs 

» Apr// J /94 o. 

You are viewing a document archived at the New Jersey State Library.



.. . - . . ­
291 pupil 

319 

FIGURE II: SCHOOL PROGH£SS OF 5,034 N.Y.A. YOUTH 
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FIGURE II·~A: COlllPilliATIVE SCiiOOL PTIOGH:t:.. ;)S OF LALE A~\TD FEl~lALE 
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FIGURE III: 	 COMPA!1150~ : OF PARENTS' OCCUPL.TIOHS, YOUTHS' OCGU:?i1.TIONAL 
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FIGURE V: SCHOOL PHOGTI~SS OF YOUTH DL;SIRL!G JOnG 1:J v. J{IOUS 
OCCUP.L~rl'IONS 
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FIGln1l:; VI ; EHROLll,iBHT BY CODN'l'U;S - NmiiBEfl OF l'.,l:ROLLLLS P.t::R 100,000 
OF COUINY POPULNl'IOH (1030 CL:JSDS) 
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