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ASSEMBLYMAN MATTHEW W. MILAM (Chair): Good
morning, everyone.

I'd like to call to order the Assembly Tourism and Arts
Committee for the Assembly. It’s a continuance of our, kind of, on-the-
road show, as I put it back when I was honored to be named Chairman of
this Committee. And I immediately asked the Speaker of the House, I said,
“You know, it would be really great if our Committee could just go out and
see what the people”-- They normally would come to Trenton and try and
testify to us, especially during these budget times we’re in, the importance
of the dollars continuing to their causes. So there’s nothing, like, better
than us going there.

And I believe this is our, probably, fifth trip or so; and it’s just
been very eye-opening -- not only for myself, who comes from the most
southern part of the state, which is District 1. And we have our shore
community there. But you really, really miss a lot by staying on the
interstate. My grandfather always said, “When you really want to see
something, get off the interstate.” Boy, has that proven true -- with the
places we’ve visited, the theaters, and the historical areas up in the
northwestern part -- it’s been very eye-opening. And we get a real sense, as
a Committee -- to know, when it is budget time, to make sure that people
aren’t just kind of whining for the dollars. We know the importance, the
passions, the volunteer hours that go into all these projects, and it’s been
eye-opening. I'm continuing to have fun doing this; I don’t know if the
Committee’s having fun traveling all over, but I think they are. They’re still

smiling, and they’re like, “Okay, great. Where we going now?”
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But we have made a point of visiting all the Committee’s
districts, because every district has a uniqueness -- mine being the shore;
and, of course, today Burlington with the great historic-- I remember
Burlington. I have a trucking company. And, of course, working for family,
you never just have an office -- you had to drive one of those tractor trailers.
And one of my regular runs -- at 3 a.m. -- was U.S. Pipe. A lot of people
probably remember U.S. Pipe, and I used to do two loads a day there. It
was a 12-hour day, and so I said, “Oh, I know where Burlington is; we used
to go there a lot.”

But it’s amazing -- even a foundry like U.S. Pipe, with the
history that is there because of the metal casting history, the industrial --
what Burlington has become. But as time changes, we see what happens:
U.S. Pipe is now closed; they’ve moved everything to Alabama. But that’s
what happens -- whether it’s the foreign trades that have captured our
casting, technologies, and now cast them over in China cheaper than we do,
whatever it is -- but still there remains history there. And I actually don’t
know what they’ve done with U.S. Pipe; I heard there was going to be some
historical places there. I haven’t talked to Assemblyman Conners about
that.

But, again, I just appreciate being here. It’s an honor for me to
take this Committee and visit. And having said that, I am going to ask Amy
to do a roll call.

MS. DENHOLTZ (Committee Aide): Assemblywoman Munoz.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN MUNOZ: Here.

MS. DENHOLTZ: Vice Chairman Conners.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS (Vice Chair): Here.
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MS. DENHOLTZ: And Chairman Milam.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Here.

MS. DENHOLTZ: You have a quorum.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: I'm going to start off by asking
some of our elected officials from the area to come up, just say a few words.
If you, kind of, have written testimony, if you just want to summarize it
that would be great as well.

First, I want to ask our Honorable Herman T. Costello, Mayor
Emeritus, to come up and say a few words to us. Which is quite ironic:
He’s a former Assemblyman from '97 to '81, and Senator from '82 to '83.

Welcome.

HERMAN T. COSTELLO: Thank you.

Good morning.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Good morning.

First of all, I want to say it’s an extreme pleasure having you all
here; seeing my old friend, Jack, and hearing you talk about U.S. Pipe.
That’s my old stomping ground. I was born right there in the fence, inside
that gate.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Is that right?

MR. COSTELLO: Yes.

Anyway, so much for the salutation.

Good morning. It is my honor and pleasure to welcome you to
the historic City of Burlington, and to the Herman T. Costello Lyceum
Hall.

The Lyceum Hall was built in 1839 and used as an arts center.

In 1851 it was given to the city and became our City Hall for 140 years.
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In 1995, the city received a matching grant from the Historic
Trust to renovate the building, which had been vacant since 1991 because
of structural problems.

I served 33 years as Mayor, and for 24 of those years my office
was in this building. In 2002 the building was dedicated in my honor.
Today this beautiful building is used as an arts and cultural center. The
Burlington County College also has classes here.

Burlington was founded in 1677 by Quakers who left England
to escape religious persecution. We are five years older than Philadelphia.
We will be celebrating our 334th anniversary this year. Tourism and the
arts have always been important to the City of Burlington. Some of our
famous residents have been General Ulysses S. Grant; Benjamin Franklin;
Elias Boudinot; and Peggy Shippen, who was the wife of Benedict Arnold.

Again, I welcome you and thank you for choosing the historic
City of Burlington for this great occasion. Enjoy your day.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: And thank you for having us.

I want to just acknowledge Assemblyman Wolfe has arrived;
and actually, Assemblyman Wolfe is on his first Committee tour with us.
He just joined our Committee about a month ago. Welcome, Assemblyman
Wolfe.

ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: Thank you. I've been looking for
you for a month. I'm sorry I was late. (laughter)

MR. COSTELLO: That’s all right; you didn’t miss anything.

Thank you again, thank you all.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Any comments from the

Committee?
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Assemblyman Conners.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Yes, I just wanted to
acknowledge-- Mayor, to me you’ll always be Mayor -- with all due respect
to Mayor Fazzone. But you’ll always be Mayor, and you are Mayor
Emeritus of this wonderful city. But I have a lot of great memories, and I
especially remember when they named the Lyceum Hall after you; and I
remember, I think, we had a tent or something set up out here in the
parking lot the day that it was done. And, in fact, when I arrived this
morning we were talking about that, and I actually had a picture taken of
this building after they dedicated it. And I had one framed for myself,
selfishly, and I had one framed for Herman because I just think it was a
wonderful honor for you.

I don’t know that across America there are that many mayors --
I think you said 33 years you were Mayor? How many individuals get to
serve as mayor of a city for 33 years of their life? And not-- Yes, that’s
right; you can count them on one hand. Your love-- Clearly your love of
this city and all the wonderful things that have happened here over the
years-- And I should add, too, that I think every time I have been in Mayor
Costello’s presence, he’s also talked about this city being such a treasure,
such a gem, and this should be on-- If there’s a bus leaving either New York
or Philly, this should be one of the stops along the way. And Herman
always reminds me that Elias Boudinot, in his mind and in my mind, was
the first President of the United States. And I see people nodding their
heads yes. And so Mayor, it’s just great and I-- All the years of service that
you’ve had to this town, I think it paid off. You have a great history, and

you’'ve set a great example, I think, for people who follow in your footsteps.
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And yes, I understand you’re not driving anymore and, yes, I
will get over to your house -- that’s my promise. (laughter)

Thank you, Chairman.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Any other members, comments?
(no response)

Thank you again for having us; it’s a real honor for us to be
here.

MR. COSTELLO: My pleasure. Take care.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Next, I'd like to call up the current

Mayor of Burlington, Dr. James Fazzone.
MAYOR JAMES A FAZZONE, EdD.: Iwould just like
to add, as Assemblyman Conners pointed out, we all view Mr. Costello as
Mayor; and I think my title is That Other Guy Sitting Over There
(laughter) -- and I'm really fine with that title. And Mayor Costello is an
inspiration to all of us.

Did you want me to just speak on the history of Burlington?
Do you have any specific questions?

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Oh, please -- yes, whatever you
want to share with us.

DR. FAZZONE: As Mayor Costello indicated, Burlington was
founded in 1677 by Quakers. We like to think that we are the birthplace of
freedom.

In 1677, West Jersey -- and Burlington was the capital of West
Jersey -- was governed by a document that was called the Concessions and
Agreements; it’s actually in Trenton at this time. And at one portion in the

Concessions and Agreements, the document states that no man shall have
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power over another in matters of religion. And if you think back in that
time period, there was a lot of discrimination -- religious discrimination in
the Colonies, but not really here in Burlington. The Quakers were a kind
group; they gave scholarships to all races, creeds, denominations, males and
females. And Burlington was founded, truly, on the premise that we’re all
created equal, and we live together. And we’re very proud of that, and we
feel that that permeates to this day.

Some of our residents who have been instrumental or popular
throughout history are Captain James Lawrence -- grew up right across the
street. Remember “Don’t give up the ship?” He shouted that famous
quote, and they gave up the ship shortly after that, but it’s still the motto of
the Navy and the motto of Burlington to this day.

James Fenimore Cooper lived right next door to him. Across
the street, James Birch had what we believe is the largest rickshaw company
in the world. He sold his rickshaws throughout other parts of the world,
throughout the Orient, and they were-- If you look at the statue right
across the street, of Mercury, that’s where his factory was, and his house is
also right next door.

Mayor Costello alluded to Elias Boudinot. Elias Boudinot was
President of the Continental Congress at the time of the signing of the
Treaty of Paris. His title at the time was President of the United States in
Congress. So we feel that we were recognized by the rest of the world as a
country at the signing of the Treaty of Paris, and we feel that he was the
first President of the United States. Now, we tell the children not to

answer the question that way, when they take our tours, after they get back
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to school, because they’re going to get -- they’re probably going to get that
wrong, unless they have a little asterisk next to it. (laughter)

But in addition to this -- and I'll work my way down through
our tour -- on the evening when Abraham Lincoln was assassinated, General
Grant was in Burlington. What had happened was -- and if you can read
this, there are a few books you can read that highlight some of the things I
can indicate to you: Civil War Wives, as well as Manhunt, talk about -- and
those are two books that are at Barnes and Noble -- about what happened
on the night Lincoln was assassinated. The Lincolns had invited the Grants
to go to Ford’s Theatre, but there were three previous parties that Mrs.
Grant was not invited to, and General Grant was invited to. So Mrs. Grant
was just a little bit upset about that and she chose to come to Burlington.
And even though General Grant was one of the most feared generals in the
history of our country, when his wife said, “We’re going to Burlington,” like
the rest of the men in the room, you know who the boss is in your own
house. So they came home to Burlington; you can see in Manhunt, John
Wilkes Booth saw them leaving town -- in Washington -- and he was kind
of upset about that. And the Grants were, actually, coming out of
Bookbinders, from what we understand, when he was told that the
President had been shot. He then brought Mrs. Grant to Wood Street
where they lived, and he went back to Washington.

We also have the son of Benjamin Franklin -- William Franklin
-- lived at the end of Wood Street. He was loyal to the crown; he was a
very formidable foe. In fact, they had him arrested on the 2nd so that they
could get the Declaration of Independence out on the 4th. But his mansion

is down at the end of High Street.
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We have information that General Washington had a
headquarters in Burlington. And you can take our tour at any time. When
we have our tours with schools, they meet right here in this room; the buses
pull up out front. We gather them here, we go to our tourism center, and
then we go on our way.

When we first took office, our concern was tourism and the
arts, because the research indicates that tourism and the arts are going to be
the two, single-most important factors that bring a city back. So we-- The
historic-- The Herman T. Costello Lyceum for the Arts, we have arts classes
that take place; Burlington County College has classes here centered around
the arts; and we also are looking to bring an art school into this facility.

In addition to that, we wanted to move our Tourism Center in
a spot where many people can see it, so it’s located on Broad and High
Street. We invite you all to come on our tour, if you’d like to take our tour,
and we even have two working rickshaws. There are two at James Birches’
Rickshaws in town; we also have two working rickshaws that we’d be willing
to give you a ride -- and the children really like those. We utilize those at
the end of the tour.

I would also like to point out that we have already made Nicky
Fifth and T-Bone, the two characters in Passport to the Garden State -- there
are actually two chapters on Burlington in the book. Not to get off the
subject, and not letting you cut me short -- anytime Dave Ballard said
somebody’s going to give you the hook, I know it; but that’s okay.
(laughter)

The important thing, I think, about this bill and why I think it

can really help the State: The San Diego Office of Education, in the late
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'90s, indicated that they feel the single-most important factor on student
achievement may, in fact, by pleasure reading. We hear a lot about student
achievement. This book, I think, gives the children a great chance to read;
the characters are interesting. But in addition to that I would add, myself,
that one of the things that some kids don’t get a chance to do is take a trip
with their family. They might not be able to take that trip to Disney
World, as these characters could not -- as Nicky Fifth could not, so he took
a trip around New Jersey. And there are so many great sights in New
Jersey. But in addition to that, there are some kids that don’t ever get a
chance to take a trip anywhere, and the only trip they may take would be a
school trip. I think the Committee might be on to something that could
even have some national implications. This could really be the template for
improving student achievement, because if we can tie in with what the San
Diego Office of Education said about pleasure reading, with what, I think,
we all kind of know -- that everybody needs to be able to take a trip -- and if
we can do that through the schools, we could be revolutionizing education
by what’s taking place in this Committee.

So I thank you for your time. And if you have any questions
for me; if you'd like to take our tour that’s a good way to get a feel-- But I
know that we're all kind of dressed up for an Assembly Subcommittee
hearing, as opposed to a tour, but you’re more than welcome to go on the
tour. We're going to give one, even if we have one or two people going,
after we're done.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Mayor, thank you for that. You're

very knowledgeable and passionate about that.

10
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And it is -- it’s amazing when you hear about-- And I really
want to ask our Speaker of the House to change even the name of this
Committee. Because this Committee was known, years prior, as the
Tourism and Gaming. They broke out Gaming because it needed its own
attention. Then they called it the Tourism and Arts; but it’s also history.
So I kind of want to go for the Tourism, Arts, History Committee, because
it’s all tied together, just as you said in your speech to us.

Any questions from -- comments -- from the Committee?

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: [ just want to reiterate, Mayor
Fazzone, Dr. Fazzone -- you can tell he’s an educator. And he’s not really a
retired educator; I think he’s still teaching, doing a little something at
Drexel the last time we talked. But I just wanted to tell you -- I guess it
might have been a year ago we were together, and I don’t know -- my wife is
an elementary school teacher, and next thing I know I had a box of those
books, and all my wife’s children who she teaches has one of those books.
So it’s a great, just a great, great book.

DR. FAZZONE: I try to do the Johnny Appleseed thing with
these books, actually. (laughter)

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: You are the best; you are the
best, Mayor. You are the best.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Mayor, thank you for hosting us
today as well.

DR. FAZZONE: Thank you, thanks.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: And as the Mayor pointed out, we
have a resolution that’s going to be coming before us today to adopt Nicky

Fifth and T-Bone. I just want to make mention: There are-- Anyone who

11
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wants to speak on behalf of that resolution, there are testifying slips in the
bacl; you just fill it out. I just want to remind anybody, if you would want
to say anything about that resolution prior to being voted on.

Next, I want to ask our Council members to come up: that
would be Councilwoman Helen Hatala, Councilwoman Jeanette Mercuri,
Councilman Barry Conaway. You could either just stand up and say
something from your seats; if you want to come up to the microphones, feel
free. Also, we have Councilwoman Marie Lollar and Council President
Douglas Ghaul.

COUNCILWOMAN HELEN F. HATALA: He’s letting
me sit there because I'm older than him. (laughter)

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Is this the entire Council here?
No? Okay.

COUNCILMAN DOUGLAS GHAUL: No.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Oh, okay.

COUNCILMAN GHAUL: We’re missing three.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Okay -- a big Board.

Well, welcome and thank you for hosting us today.

COUNCILMAN GHAUL: True.

On behalf of the citizens of the City of Burlington, we would
like to welcome you here today and thank you for coming to have this
hearing here. And especially to our own 7th District Assemblyman Jack
Conners -- welcome. We're glad you're here today.

It’s quite interesting: I lived and grew up three blocks from
U.S. Pipe, so certainly I've probably seen you bringing your truck in during

those times (laughter). But I think the main emphasis is not so much on

12
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tourism, but my forte is much more history. And I agree with that, that we
should do that for tourism, as the Mayor said when we took office. One of
the first things we did was this building -- we put together a plan to do this
building in three years. But once we got started, in little over a year we
completed this building to move forward with bringing arts education to the
City of Burlington. And I think they did a great job in restoring this
building, and especially dedicating it, too. So I know I look up to, very
highly, former Mayor Herman T. Costello, Mayor Emeritus to the City of
Burlington, because when Herman the Mayor, speaks, he speaks from his
heart and he always speaks highly of Burlington.

But along those lines, also, just say -- 160 years ago this week,
in the front room of this building, the first directly elected Mayor of the
City of Burlington was sworn in -- James Wall, the son of Garret Wall --
who, if you may not know, but Garret Wall was a U.S. Senator himself,
serving for two terms, heading the Judiciary Committee. But also his claim
to fame was he was elected by a Joint Session of the State Legislature to
serve as Governor of the State of New Jersey. But he wrote back and said
he declined because he felt his business in Burlington was more important
than running the State. (laughter)

Before when James Wall was sworn in, all the mayors were
elected by a Joint Session of the Senate and Assembly. They would choose
who would be mayor. And in 1851 the law was changed and Burlington got
its first directly elected mayor. And that happened this week; he was sworn

in, in the front room.

13



You're viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library.

But again, on behalf of the citizens, we have a small gift -- a
presentation for each of the members. Anybody on Council want to say
something?

COUNCILWOMAN HATALA: Other than to welcome you,
and thank you for choosing Burlington as the site of your meeting today.
And I hope you don’t forget us when dollars are being doled out. (laughter)

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: It’s funny you asked that: I was
going to just wait and see if anybody else comments, because I had a
question for you as a Council sitting there; but if anybody else wants to
make a comment before I do that?

COUNCILWOMAN ILA MARIE LOLLAR: Again,
welcome to the City of Burlington. We are very, very pleased to have you
here today.

I just want to reiterate what’s been said: We are very, very rich
-- in history. We have so many things to see as you walk down our streets
and go down our corridors. There are also things that haven’t been able to
be brought to light due to the fact that we don’t have the dollars. We do
need financial aid and financial help with regards to these things, because
although we may know about the history of Burlington, or we may be
learning about the history of Burlington, we have a host of children -- not
just in Burlington, but in the county -- who do not know and do not
understand, because it’s not written in their history books and it’s not part
of their curriculum. And we need to be able to make sure that they can
take pride in what’s gone on before them, learn from possibly the mistakes
that we have made as communities, and grow in strength and with the

knowledge that they need in order to perform and make sure that their

14
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communities, plus Burlington City, is an established, well-growing
community that meets the needs of its citizens.

Thank you very much.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Thank you.
COUNCILMAN BARRY CONAWAY: Thank you for
visiting our great city, and we know you’ll be back again.

Thank you.

COUNCILMAN GHAUL: So just, again, when we’re done, on
behalf of the City, we would like to present each member of the Assembly
with a key to the City.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Oh, very good. Thank you for
that.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Thank you.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Does it actually work? What parts
does it open? (laughter)

COUNCILWOMEN HATALA: I tried all the doors--

COUNCILMAN GHAUL: That I don’t know. It’s the old key.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: While I have a Council here, and
you mentioned dollars: What-- In so many words, what challenges are you
faced with; and what’s changed in Burlington, knowing that a place like
U.S. Pipe has closed? Obviously, that’s a huge-- I mean, it’s happened in
the South, in my district, with the glass houses that were -- have shut down.
And, of course, you have to reinvent yourselves. I mean, what else has
changed to where you have bigger challenges now? Is it the real estate
market where the values are less? I just kind of want to hear a snapshot of

what’s going on in Burlington that’s--
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COUNCILMAN GHAUL: Well, yes, again the loss of U.S.
Pipe was a big part of our ratables.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: A lot of jobs, there was a lot-- Yes,
yes.

COUNCILMAN GHAUL: Jobs and everything like that. But
also with the decrease in funding, you have historic buildings like we have --
a hundred buildings that are historical -- funding to maintain them is a
constant problem when it has to come out of your budget, because we’re
not getting aid or any money from the Federals or State to say, “Help us
with that stuff.” We have the Quaker schoolhouse, we have a lot of old
buildings that are constantly in need of repair; and, unfortunately, in our
case, we have to defer a lot of that stuff, make a priority list, because of the
fact that it’s hard to pass that stuff on -- especially now with a 2 percent
cap. To put money in the budget to maintain and restore or even to
purchase stuff -- that would be better for the buildings to have.

So we face a money crunch on trying to maintain our stock of
historic buildings, because it’s hard. And every budget year we sit there:
What can we do? We have this, at this building, needs to be done; this
needs to be done in this building. And we have to pick and choose as to
what can we do based on what money we can find. Or even to, if there’s
something else at another historic building, because a lot of-- We have a lot
of historic buildings that are privately owned. I mean, we talked about U.S.
Grant; his house is a privately owned house. Would there be funds if, say,
it were to come on the market and we wanted to make it part of our

historical tour?
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ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: And these buildings are listed on
the National Historic Site, that we speak of?

COUNCILWOMAN HATALA: Yes.

COUNCILMAN GHAUL: Yes. Those types of fundings aren’t
there locally, when you’re living in today’s world and you're trying to run a
thorough and efficient government, and keep taxes down and all that tuff.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: City-owned buildings that you
spoke of would be -- just the maintenance on them -- is there a dollar
number? If you weren’t doing anything else, no upgrades on them, just a
regular routine-- I mean, that’s probably not a fair question to ask.

COUNCILMAN GHAUL: Yes, off the top of my head, I
wouldn’t be able to say-- There may be other people who are going to
spealk--

COUNCILWOMAN HATALA: The President of the
Historical Society is here.

COUNCILMAN GHAUL: Yes, Jan--

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Yes, because we’re speaking of-- I
mean, I heard of, probably, six different buildings, right? Does that sound--

COUNCILMAN GHAUL: We have a--

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: There’s probably a lot more, right?
City-owned?

COUNCILMAN GHAUL: There are a lot of privately owned --
by the Burlington County Colonial Foundation, Quakers-- There are a lot
of historic buildings in this town.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: What are the revenue streams that

you use for budgeting on the historical? Grants? I heard--
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COUNCILMAN GHAUL: Grants-- Yes, we utilize grants, and
then we try to put money in the budget--

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Out of your Burlington budget?

COUNCILMAN GHAUL: Yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Okay.

Are there any other fundraisers done? Do you guys do, say,
Burlington Day, or are there things like--

COUNCILMAN GHAUL: There are other fundraisers by the
various groups that are in charge, because we don’t oversee all of the
buildings -- some of the historical buildings are overseen by the Colonial
Burlington and other organizations -- historical society -- so that, you know,
they are always doing fundraisers: Wood Street Fair, Burlington Day, I
forget what else.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Well, your concerns are duly
noted.

I just want to open up the Committee; any Committee
members--

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Chairman, I didn’t know
whether the Mayor wanted to chime in on that question or not. No? Are
you--

DR. FAZZONE: On potential funding?

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: On the question-- Yes.

DR. FAZZONE: Actually, that’s part of my--

And I think a couple of the--

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Actually that’s recording-- I

think that’s recording your voice. The other one of them is--
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DR. FAZZONE: That one right there?
ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Yes.
DR. FAZZONE: Okay.

The-- I can just talk without (indiscernible), can’t I?

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: That’s okay. Yes, sure -- you're

DR. FAZZONE: Yes, okay. Do you need the microphone?
UNIDENTIFIED MEMBER OF COMMITTEE: The small is

DR. FAZZONE: Oh, the small one is record? Okay.
ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Yes, go ahead.

DR. FAZZONE: Why don’t I just talk into the small one.
ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Sure.

COUNCILMAN GHAUL: One of our major initiatives is to

have surrounding schools -- a lot of the schools -- take the tours. And we

can generate funds, because if we get a-- Let’s say we have two tours of 200

students -- one go out in the morning, one go out in the afternoon; multiply

that by $6 every time we have -- per student, because that’s what we charge

for our tours; we can generate money. We do generate some funds -- we

have schools that come and take our tours; they love our tours. They say,

“Geez, we didn’t know this place was here, this is so great,” but we don’t

necessarily have the money to market and get the word out. I just think

that would be helpful.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: That was my next question: I was

wondering what your marketing dollars were.
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DR. FAZZONE: They’re-- Is there anybody with the
marketing dollars with them here today? We don’t have any, so that’s
really been our issue.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Because you have a great story to
tell here. I mean, it’s stuff that goes back to my original comment about
getting off the interstate: Get off 295 and jump on 541, and you’re going
to be amazed.

DR. FAZZONE: Exactly. We have gotten some attention
because of the book. We have gotten some good feedback, we just-- The
word’s not out there yet. As we said, we're a well-kept secret, but we’d
rather not be a secret. And I think if we were to get some funding for
advertisement, for promotion, that that would help.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Thank you, Mayor.

Any other members from the Committee have any questions for
the Council? (no response)

Well, thank you very much for hosting us, and we look forward
to the rest of the day.

ALL: Thank you.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: We're going to bring up resolution
132, and I'm going to ask Amy to go ahead and read what that resolution
is.

MS. DENHOLTZ: Assembly Resolution 132 would honor the
series of children’s books by designating the fictional character as Official
Junior Ambassador, and encourage schools to incorporate the series into the
curricula.  The proposed Committee amendments would incorporate

references to both main characters in the Nicky Fifth book series.
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ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Thank you.

I would actually entertain the author to come and join us. It’s a
great book that you wrote.

LISA FUNARI-WILLEYVER: Thank you.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: And it really-- I think it’s kind of
the idea that the Mayor had mentioned -- that it is going to bring some
exposure not only to Burlington, but to many other things that you write
about in that book. And it is about that kind of -- especially now with the
price of gas and everything. I was down at the Governor’s Tourism
Conference last night in Atlantic City, and now we want to market that idea
of “less than a gas tank away.” If you're in Philadelphia and if you're in
Delaware you can go. And it’s a great book, and good luck with that. And
I'd sure like to hear more from you.

MS. FUNARI-WILLEVER: Thank you very much for having

I appreciate the opportunity to share with you what I've been
doing to promote the state, as an author; and for recognizing the fact that
these two fictional characters do have the potential to really not only
impact what kids know about our state, but also the economy. Because as
of right now, we’re a small state with a huge population -- hundreds of
amazing offerings. And, theoretically, we should be much more prosperous,
but there’s a huge disconnect between the amazing things New Jersey has to
offer and what New Jersey families know about. And not even talking
about the families out-of-state, but just even in New Jersey.

These stories here, they are a combination of fact, fiction, and

humor. The kids become invested in the characters; it’s a literature-based
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vehicle, really, to introduce New Jersey to New Jersey. And what we do is,
through the books, we promote the state and we educate children while
they’re reading about it. It’s-- Everywhere the characters go in the stories
are real New Jersey places.

When I decided to write a chapter book series, I spent several
days trying to invent this amazing fictional setting where my story would
take place. And I woke up one morning and I thought, “What am I doing?
I live in that amazing place.” And I was a fourth grade teacher -- I taught
New Jersey studies. It was dreadful. The materials were disappointing,
they were boring, they were irrelevant. We told kids what a watershed was.
We didn’t show them the Paterson Waterfalls, we didn’t show them all the
coasts, the lakes, the rivers -- we missed opportunities. We counted
counties. We found them on maps instead of showing children what each
county had to offer, and really -- and motivating them and inspiring them
to get their families to go.

When I was a child, we went on a Sunday ride every week -- it
was non-negotiable. My parents dragged us all over the state. Now we
have-- And I appreciated it; I wouldn’t have a writing career without them -
- they remind me all the time. But now we have a generation of
overscheduled, exhausted parents who are not taking the time to investigate
all these great places. So what we need to do is refocus our efforts and
complement what Travel and Tourism does. But we are going to market to
and target kids, because they will now drag their parents. And that’s what
they’ve been doing.

I wish I could say I masterminded the entire thing, but when

the Garden State Adventure Book first came out, there were seven New Jersey
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day trips and I just wanted kids to learn about the state and enjoy the story.
Families started following my characters’ itineraries -- and it was amazing.
ABC7 News in New York did a story on it; they called this the great New
Jersey staycation book. They said they had received calls -- a few years ago
when gas prices went up -- that families couldn’t afford to travel out of the
state and they wanted to find places to go, and they were recommending
this book to them. And they did a great story on families who just--
Pictures like this with the kids at the Barracks, and at the State House, and
Lucy the Elephant. They went and saw places firsthand, and there’s really
no substitute for that.

When we did the newest book, Passport to the Garden State, we
included a passport in the back because, I figured, if families are going out
there and seeing the state, let’s up the ante a little; let’s put a passport. It’ll
make it more interesting, we’ll motivate kids to get those passports
stamped. And we’ve provided a passport for 36 places, and we locate them
all over the state so that kids can go to their area. If they can’t go to Cape
May or if they can’t go to Sussex, there’s always a place close to everybody.

So that’s, basically, what we’ve been doing. I did offer the
State the free use of the characters and their likenesses. I have talked with
the Division of Travel and Tourism several times; I met with Education.
And we want people, we want the towns, we want the attractions -- use
their faces. We have -- on the cover of the pack that you have is a picture
we had commissioned of the characters, because we’ve been using real boys
and they keep growing up, and we’re just about out of boys. So we had a

static picture that kids can use as a visual marker.
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So basically by naming these two characters Official
Ambassadors, while it may be unorthodox and unconventional, it’s not just
a symbolic gesture. You will actually be grabbing the attention of kids all
over the state, doing what we’ve done on a small scale -- doing it on a larger
scale. You will promote reading, family time, all of the attractions, the
historical landmarks and, overall, the economy.

Thank you.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Very good.

Well, you have very big fans down in my district, who are Mrs.
and Dr. Salvatore--

MS. FUNARI-WILLEVER: Yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: --who brought this, actually, to my
attention. And I'm real glad they did; and once I got the copies that she’s
given me, it was interesting -- I said, “Why not?” It’s a great thing, I think,
that schools could utilize. When kids think they always have to, maybe, get
on an airplane to have a good time, here right in their own state there are
many, many great things that you highlight in your books.

Just a question that I was curious: How did you come up with
a name like Nicky Fifth?

MS. FUNARI-WILLEVER: I grew up in Trenton, in
Chambersburg, in the Little Italian section. Every kid on my street had a
nickname. So it just was one of those things. Nicky Fifth had been a
character in my head, and I wasn’t sure where this character would live, and
what I did is, I-- In order to get him to New Jersey -- he originally hails
from Philadelphia on Fifth Street. And when he finds out he’s moving to

New Jersey against his will, he’s (indiscernible). He is just so disappointed.
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And his friends tell him he’ll spend his summers collecting tolls and
pumping gas, and he won’t live on a street -- they’ll give him an exit
number. And I tried to take all of the things I hear when I travel, because
as an author I visit about 60 schools a year all over the country, many in
New Jersey. But I do travel out of state a lot, and it’s just so negative, you
know, and it’s stereotypical. And the TV shows that are on right now -- the
reality shows -- they just really-- They keep that going; they keep the whole
negative stereotype going. So this is a nice way to counter it with our
youngest citizens.

Because this generation of parents with limited knowledge is
raising a generation of kids of almost no knowledge. So if we can make the
kids know about the state and appreciate it, and then go out and see it,
we’re accomplishing so many goals at the same time. And I think we can be
very successful. Many schools use the books as their curriculum right now
-- not all of them, but there are many schools that have adopted it because
it fuses literature, history, geography, civics, and New Jersey.

The fifth book does come out in May; I don’t want to scare
you, but it’s Nicky Fifth at the Jersey Shore. (laughter) I know, go ahead.
There will not be a Situation in the book; it’s Snookie-free. (laughter) But
it covers all 127 miles of coastline. And in order to write the book, and to
be authentic, I dragged my husband and three children to every beach,
boardwalk, clam-on-a-half shell, funnel cake, roller coaster -- I did it for the
kids of New Jersey, and I think it’s very authentic.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: So May will be your fifth one.

MS. FUNARI-WILLEVER: May will be the fifth book in this

series, yes.
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ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Okay. How many -- and I don’t
know if you would know this; you probably do -- how many copies have you
sold?

MS. FUNARI-WILLEVER: Thousands.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Is it--

MS. FUNARI-WILLEVER: Oh, yes. Most of these books are
in at least their third or fourth printing, and we’re ready to reprint again.
Because when schools order, we’ll get an order for 400 books, or 300 books.
Barnes and Noble is now carrying them, so they’re in all the New Jersey
Barnes and Noble stores.

And we want to do a contest if the characters become the
official ambassadors. We want to, kind of, celebrate that by asking children
across the state to send us their favorite destination as a suggestion for
Nicky and T-Bone. Because in the books, that’s how they get their best
ideas -- they get to a town, they talk to people, people tell them, “Oh, you
should try this, you should try that.” So we want to do a contest; the
winner’s idea will be included in the book. And the child whose idea it was
will become a character in the book. So they’ll actually get to meet Nicky
and T-Bone in the books. So it’s a-- I think it will be a way to get all the
kids in our state to become ambassadors.

We also created a website, which is a free tool for schools and
families. It’s called nickyfifth.com. And there are so many-- It brings it to
life, so many great things: virtual tours over the map, interactive maps,
photo galleries, Share Jersey where kids can send in pictures of their
families. You’ll see in the testimony I prepared, families send us pictures of

themselves with their kids holding up the books. So one family in
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particular from the Browns Mills area, they’ve covered the entire book.
And they said they bought the book for their daughter; they told her, “We’'ll
do one trip.” They weren’t really planning on-- They said, “We were
addicted, too. When is the next book coming?” And that’s pretty much
the theme of the e-mails and response I get, is people-- It’s not that they
don’t want to do it; they just haven’t had the time to get on the internet
and say, “Oh, what does Sussex County have?” Or, “What should I do in
Cape May?” But when you read Nicky and T-Bone, I do it so they can just
follow where they go, and it’s easy, and they can see these things. And the
kids are connected to the characters. So for them, “Oh, I read about that,”
or “I think this will be next.” And when they see their own towns in the
book, they go crazy. It’s amazing.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Very good.

MS. FUNARI-WILLEVER: Thank you.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Questions from the Committee?

Assemblyman Wolfe.

ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: Yes, I represent the Jersey Shore.
(no response)

Thank you very much; thank you. (laughter)

I represent the--

MS. FUNARI-WILLEVER: That was almost a Situation.
(laughter)

ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: It’s called the 10th District; it goes
from Manasquan to the Barnegat Inlet, and I was speaking to some 6th
grades about two months ago, and something came up about TV and I said,

“What TV programs do you watch? What are your favorite shows?” And
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they said South Park and the Jersey Shore. So I was very upset; that really
concerned me.

This is my first meeting, so I'm going to kind of say what I'm
going to say, then I'll shut up. I really appreciate the opportunity to be
with this Committee. This is my first meeting. I was late because I was
speaking to about 200 high school kids in a gymnasium in Bricktown where
I live. And I was talking about what the Legislature does. And I said, “Did
you go to Trenton when you were in 4th grade?” And not one of the
students raised their hands. And I know that used to be something that
most school districts did -- they sent the kids to Trenton. And that’s a
shame. I was a history major when I was in college; I was very impressed by
the discussion when I came in, talking about your community.

But I remember when I was in 4th grade -- I grew up in
Williamsport, Pennsylvania, which is in the woods in northern
Pennsylvania, -- our school took us on a tour. We went to a place called
Antes Fort, which probably no one’s ever heard of, to a place called the
Tiadaghton Elm. And the Tiadaghton Elm was an old, withered tree where,
on July 4, 1776, the Fair Play Men signed the Declaration of Independence.
I had no idea who the Fair Play Men were, or what the heck this was. But
that part of Pennsylvania was disputed territory that was owned by the
French and the Americans, and it was in the French and Indian War, and
those people weren’t protected by anybody; they had to protect themselves.
They were constantly being attacked by the Iroquois Indians. So that really
piqued my interest in history and things such as that. So I'm really-- Your

whole discussion here today, to me, is very interesting; and I guess we don’t
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have any money to give away, (laughter) but hopefully we can help you out.
And I'm going to make sure my grandkids starting reading your books.

Thank you.

MS. FUNARI-WILLEVER: Well, that’s wonderful. And I do
want to note: It is a zero-dollar initiative for the State -- basically, it won’t
cost the State a penny.

ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: Right.

MS. FUNARI-WILLEVER: What we'’re just asking is: Give
them that credibility and legitimacy, because kids connect with them so
much. And I've been to about 30 New Jersey schools in the past two
months, and every school says, “Are they official yet? When are they going
to get official?” And I say, “We’re working on it.” So I have a petition
from some kids, and letters. I brought just a sampling, in the testimony, of
the letters; so you can kind of see how the kids have connected to the
books. And also letters from teachers and parents to say how now they
have a tool that they can use to really showcase the state, and not waste the
opportunity. Because they are a renewable audience; they are a renewable
demographic that, really, has been untapped. And you know we need to
flip it and instead of going after parents, go after the kids. Get them
excited, and then the parents will follow.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Assemblywoman Munoz.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN MUNOZ: I just want to thank you for
writing these books.

I have five children -- my eldest is 26, my youngest is 17, so

he’s about to leave Summit High School. I'm from Summit, which doesn’t
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have the Jersey Shore, but I can see the Empire State Building from my
street. (laughter)

I hate to say this, but my 17-year-old-- I asked him to move
the car into the driveway last night, and he said he had to wait ’til the Jersey
Shore was over. So he was watching it; it is the thing that they do.

But because I did have so many children, and read a lot of
books to them, I wish these were around then -- number one. And my
husband grew up in New Jersey; I did not. And he loved New Jersey, as I
do now. And we would have loved to have been able to actually have a
destination place that was mapped out.

The second thing I would like to say is that my only daughter --
of my five children, one’s a daughter -- she’s at Elon University in North
Carolina, and she really does struggle to fight for New Jersey all the time.
She brings people to our home to show them that New Jersey is nice
because, unfortunately, it’s gotten such a bad reputation from those two
shows -- not only Jersey Shore, but the Real Housewives of New Jersey -- and
that just gets perpetuated on, like, the Jay Leno show, and all the shows
that have these terrible stories about New Jersey.

But I think that it’s really great that this generation -- because,
like I said, my 20-some year old kids are really struggling to tell people that
we live in a beautiful state. And I think that these would really help in that
regard, because I think the kids need to know that they live in an
unbelievably diverse state in every way. We have the mountains, we have
the shore, we have so many things to offer in this state, and I wish that
Snookie and the Situation would go back to New York where they belong.

And it’s really unfortunate, because they really paint a bad picture.
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I think these are tremendous and, if I may, I'm going to read
them. I wish they weren’t-- And I'm going to use that passport, because I
really appreciate that Assemblyman Milam takes us around the state.
Because I had not been to Burlington City before I came here last year for
this, for a meeting, but had never been here before. And I look forward to
the tour. And I'm going to go look in that antique store when I get out of
here. (laughter)

But thank you. I think this is tremendous. I support this
totally. And I hope that every school child does read this and become really
involved in the history of New Jersey.

MS. FUNARI-WILLEVER: It has caught on a lot; the books
were named to the New Jersey Battle of the Book List three different years,
so that really got the word out to schools and libraries.

But I agree with you: Clearly, you haven’'t seen Jerseylicious
either, so you might want to stay away from that one. (laughter).

ASSEMBLYWOMAN MUNOZ: No, I have not.

MS. FUNARI-WILLEVER: But I do believe we’re not only
misunderstood out of our state-- I was in South Dakota, I spoke to 500
teachers -- I was the keynote. I came down, a woman said, “Did you say
you were from New Jersey?” I said, “Yes.” She said, “That’s a shame.”
And I said, “I'm sorry -- have you been there?” And she said, “Yes, I was
there. It was awful.” She said, “I remember a big, giant clothespin.” And I
said, “Are you referring to the clothespin sculpture across from the City
Hall in Philadelphia?” She said, “Yes, that was it -- Philadelphia, New
Jersey.” (laughter) I thought, “Oh, my goodness; nobody even knows where

we are.”
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But, you know, they don’t concern me as much as our children.
Our children-- How do they lead our state if they know nothing about it?
And you know, right now, it’s so limited what they know. They go to the
same beach every year; they do things in their county. You know, you can
have a favorite beach, you can explore the other beaches. You can explore
the lakes. When we went to High Point, I didn’t know there would be a
lake. My kids spent an hour saying, “Grass, sand, lake.” They had never
been to that kind of beach where there was grass two feet away -- so you
know, so many amazing things. And, you know, if we get the kids excited,
I think that will generate revenue. It will affect tourism for the entire state,
and I think it can be a positive for our image and what people know.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: And you said the keyword -- it
doesn’t cost the State anything, but could reap something.

MS. FUNARI-WILLEVER: It sure could.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: But you know, when your Jersey
Shore book comes out, you could always call it The Other Jersey Shore -- that
might just show the difference to the other--

MS. FUNARI-WILLEVER: What we tell people-- And the
marketing was, it’s not the reality Jersey Shore--

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Yes.

MS. FUNARI-WILLEVER: --it’s the real Jersey Shore. And
that’s what we want kids to appreciate.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Assemblyman Conners.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: It must really be rewarding.
I'm just-- One of your letters, “Your awesome fan, Isabella--”

MS. FUNARI-WILLEVER: Yes.
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ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: --“I think Nicky and T-Bone
should be Official Ambassadors.”

You shouldn’t underestimate -- and I know you know this --
you should never underestimate the power of books and the effect they
have on children. And many years ago I was at a luncheon where the guest
speaker was a man named Art Diamond, who was President of Camden
County United Way. But his subject matter was the Civil War. I sat there
for a half hour listening to him talk about the Civil War, and I go, “Where
in the world did he learn--?” After the luncheon I said, “Art, where did your
knowledge of the Civil War come from?” He said, “My grandfather gave
me a book when I was a boy.” And just like that he was inspired, and I
think that’s what happens here.

And I know Assemblyman Wolfe talked about the Capitol and
tourism. I don’t know whether it’s budgets or the cost of buses -- probably
has a lot to do with it -- but I think all of us in the Legislature at one time
or another had been told when a school in our district has a tour, and I've
gone up and I take the children behind the scenes. I take them where the
tour guide doesn’t take them, and we have a good time.

But the power of books-- Thank you so much for what you're
doing, and it’s neat. And as I said, the Mayor gave me a whole box--

MS. FUNARI-WILLEVER: Oh, that’s good, very good.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: --and so my wife’s children
have them. But thank you very much.

MS. FUNARI-WILLEVER: You're very welcome. I did want
to also note: Nothing definite right now, but we are in discussions with the

New Jersey Network. Based upon their future, they want to focus on
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Jerseycentric programming. And they’ve come to me, and we've been
discussing a possible Nicky Fifth and T-Bone animated series where they
would still be traveling all over the state and kids could watch it. So we are
still meeting and discussing that, so that may also be another possibility to
further promote the state.

And I will note that Burlington City is the only city in all the
books that was two chapters. (laughter) And you can see why. You've got
a lot to share; I couldn’t squeeze it in one chapter. So it’s a two-chapter
city.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: And we did receive two letters of
support: Mrs. Salvatore, who I mentioned earlier, who was unable to be
with us; and also from a Susan Soffel -- letters of support to pass AR-132.

Could I ask for a motion, with amendments--

ASSEMBLYWOMAN MUNOZ: Did you say you live-- Did
you come from Burlington? Are you--

MS. FUNARI-WILLEVER: I'm originally from Trenton.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN MUNOZ: Trenton, right. Thank you.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: You can sit right here while we go
through this.

I need a motion with amendments for AR-132.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: So moved.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Moved.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN MUNOZ: Second.

MS. DENHOLTZ: On a motion to release Assembly
Resolution 132, with proposed amendments.

Assemblyman Wolfe.
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ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: Yes.

MS. DENHOLTZ: Assemblywoman Munoz.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN MUNOZ: Yes.

MS. DENHOLTZ: Assemblyman Conners.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Yes.

MS. DENHOLTZ: And Chairman Milam.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Yes.

MS. DENHOLTZ: The bill, with amendments, is released.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: Congratulations.

MS. FUNARI-WILLEVER: Thank you very much; thank you
all. (applause)

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: At this time, I'm going to ask my
Vice Chairman, the homegrown Assemblyman Jack Conners, to conduct the
rest of the meeting. Unfortunately I have to go out; something came up
this morning back in my district that I have to get back to there by 1:00. I
apologize for that; I was so looking forward to a nice kind of tour, but I
think I'll take the Mayor up on a future offer, please, because I just love
history anyway, and I think I have a lot of things to see here. And I would
love to-- About a May day, a nice May Friday afternoon or something like
that, I'm definitely going to take you up on that. I would love to do it.

DR. FAZZONE: You name it, we’ll take you.

ASSEMBLYMAN MILAM: And with that, I'm going to switch
seats with Vice Chairman Conners. And thank you all, and I apologize
again that I have to leave.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Chairman, you know this is
pretty risky -- this might go to my head.
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We're going to have Lisa Schiller, the Senior Clerk,
Administration, and Event Coordinator for the City; and also John
Alexander, the Director of Public Affairs and Tourism, to come up.

Welcome, and thank you so much for agreeing to come and
testify today.

LISA M. SCHILLER: Thank you, and welcome to all of you,
esteemed panel, and all of our guests who are here.

I'm honored to be able to be here today to speak to you,
because the Mayor had asked me to draw up an educational tour that meets
the New Jersey Core Curriculum standards for the 4th grade. This also
expounds with the 5th grade, and once again at the 8th grade level, with
New Jersey history, United States history and -- once again, with the 8th
grade level when they’re studying.

In your packets that you'll receive there -- in your blue packets -
- the one portion of the packet that is on your left-hand side: it contains the
educational tour packet that we use when -- we utilize when we take the
children on tours. What we’re trying to do is, we're trying to reach out to
all of these schools, and without the means it’s very hard and difficult for us
to get this out there. We think that the information that is in here covers a
multitude of eras of history -- from Colonial times to Revolutionary times to
Civil War times, and thereafter.

As the Mayor did say, we had Benjamin Franklin here; we had
his son William Franklin; Grant, Boudinot. Our Tourism Center, at one
point, was a campaign headquarters for Abraham Lincoln -- which, if you're

going to go on the tour, we will take you there. And the story says at one
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point in time that Abraham Lincoln and General Grant had an arm
wrestling match right there at the bar. So we really don’t know who won --
we didn’t get that. But I'm sure if Grant worked under Lincoln, he’d
probably say, “Okay, I give in.”

But we’re really proud of this, and the feedback that we’ve
gotten from the schools that have been able to attend -- it was one of the
best field trips they’ve ever been on; the history was phenomenal. And it’s
one of those things where unless you actually go on it, walk on it-- It takes
you back in time. Because when you see these sites, you are seeing the
buildings and the places as they were back then. You walk down the streets
of Wood Street and you see the Revell House; you see the cemeteries; the
oldest Episcopal Church in New Jersey in 1703, which is St. Mary’s. We
walk along the Promenade; you see the Island, which is the oldest
settlement in the State of New Jersey, 1624.

So we are just very proud; and I am proud and I am honored to
be a resident of this city, and part of tourism. And I just feel that we could
do so much more if we had the means to do so. The packets that you have,
we did ourselves; we put them together -- run the copies, put them together.
The brochures are new; John Alexander and Shaun Stipick just got those
done, so they really are nice -- we like those.

And also you’ll have a coloring book that’s in there -- and that’s
something that we brought up -- each of the children get as they leave here.
So when they see some of the buildings that they’ve seen and they’ve talked
about, they can go back to the classroom and take that with them.

We have the rickshaws which in a lot of cases we’ll have

somebody come to, and that’s something that the kids thoroughly enjoy.
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They go for a little ride; we take them around on a rickshaw because, as the
Mayor has stated, James Birch was part of that, bringing the rickshaws
throughout the world. And he was very famous, and he had a huge
successful business up until the point when the automobile came about.

But you will also see a copy of a ticket and a Tour & Dine.
That’s something that we give out with the adults -- the Tour & Dine
coupon -- because we have gotten in touch with some of the restaurants in
town and we try to work with them, because we want people to come back.
We want them to see us, know us, and come back and visit us again. And
the more we can do with that, the happier we are to have the people back.

On the right hand side of your packet, we have the events -- the
2011 calendar -- and just some of the things that are going on. Some of
these events are run by other, various organizations in our city, and

What we have is, we have the Cruise Nights, that you see,
which are something that is new this year to us that we’re running; the Car
Show that we have here in July that raises money for our police K-9 unit, to
sustain them -- with the high expenses that they have with insurance and so
forth. It’s very successful; this will be the fourth year for that -- the first
year was 99 cars, the second year was 149, last year was 199 on a day that
was about 98 degrees. So we’re happy about that; that’s growing. And
everyone who works on that with me is a volunteer, so we volunteer our
time. We do raise money for that. It does sustain itself because we raise
the money, we get sponsors, and so forth -- as well as what we’ve had to do
with a lot of our functions now, because we don’t have the funds to put on
a lot of these events. So we have to get sponsors, and help to try to get out

there and raise the money to have these things.

38



You're viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library.

You have an older packet in there -- the ghost tours. That’s
another historical event that we put on and we're very proud of. The
Mayor is part of it; John is a part of it; we have Council members who are
part of it. All these people volunteer their time, and they’re all characters in
history -- from Elias Boudinot to General Grant, to Blackbeard and his
pirates. That is one of our historically significant legends that we have here
that draws a lot of attention from the children, and so forth, especially with
the movies that are out today. That’s something that we’re really proud of.
And you walk along and you meet the ghosts; they talk to you, they tell you
stories, you go through the graveyards, you meet some of the famous people
in history and legends of history who were here. And you meet Benjamin
Franklin and he talks to you a little bit about what he did when he was
here.

The other event that we have, that is coming up, is the
Greaseband Cruise on the Philadelphia Belle, which is coming down on
May 20. That is to raise money for the Mayor’s program with the Great
Adventure children -- they have jobs and we need busing, so we need to
raise the money for the busing to get those children back and forth to Great
Adventure over the summer so that they can work. It’s a work initiative
program that is very successful; our kids love it, Great Adventure likes it,
and it keeps the kids busy. It gives them responsibility, so we're happy
about that.

And you’'ll just see some other things in there. And Shaun
Stipick has also put a lot of information in there -- in the packet -- as well,
on that side, regarding the Lyceum Hall and what he has. I believe Shaun

can talk to you a little bit about that later with his program.
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And then I just would like to, once again, thank you for your
time. I really do appreciate it. I am very passionate about the history here,
and trying to bring people in and getting more schools involved. And just--
The hard thing is reaching out to them and letting them know that we’re
here.

So I do appreciate it, and I thank you so very much.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: 1 just want to mention, the
brochure is beautiful. This is very, very nice.

It’s funny; I look at this and I think about Burlington City.
And I guess most of us, at one time or another -- you've been to
Williamsburg -- Colonial Williamsburg. A lot of the buildings here are
original buildings.

MS. SCHILLER: Exactly.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: You go to Williamsburg, and I
know there might be a couple there--

JOHN ALEXANDER: That is an excellent point.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: --but most of the buildings,
they’ve built them.

MR. ALEXANDER: This is real.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: This is real, and--

MS. SCHILLER: That’s right, and that’s why the walking tour
is so impact-- It impacts people, because you're right: It is-- We are real.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: And Benjamin Franklin
actually walked in these streets.

MR. ALEXANDER: He had gingerbread--
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ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: John, please -- I didn’t mean
to--

MR. ALEXANDER: Yes, I am the Director of Public Affairs,
which includes Tourism and Recreation. But, you know, Public Affairs --
my background has always been marketing and advertising, so that’s how I
see my role -- and tourism, and recreation as well. We haven’t touched on
our riverfront, which makes us very unique -- the Promenade, our boat
ramp, the beautiful river -- that is part of the history.

So you know, when you look throughout this county, if you've
been down to our riverfront, you know it’s about 10 acres or more of open
land and beautiful waterfront. So that’s part of the charm of Burlington.
But back to exactly what you said, Assemblyman: If you want to brand
Burlington, we are Williamsburg, but an actual Williamsburg. There’s no
re-creation here. This is intact, from when it was built. And we’re 45 sites
in a half-mile area. So if you want to say what’s different about Burlington,
it’s that the city has everything you want to see -- all the periods from the
early Quakers up until modern industrial -- all in one spot.

So therefore, as a marketing person, I'd have to say that the
brand is that we’re kind of the real Williamsburg, and it’s in New Jersey.
And the strategy is to get someone to come here once, because the phrase
that is so frustrating that we hear is, “I didn’t know this was here. I live in
Burlington County; I've been here all my life and I didn’t know this was
here.” It’s horrible, because we spent money on brochures, and we
advertise, and we have events with 30,000 people, but somebody says,
“What’s a good restaurant around here? Is there a good French

restaurant?” “Yes, the Café Gallery. They’ve been here for 30 years -- the
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best of Philadelphia.” And people don’t know it. So we keep trying to do
things.

So we have large events once a month in the spring until fall.
We'll have Burlington Day coming in May; we have the FOP Bike Night --
we’ll have 20,000 bikers here on a night; we’ll have the K-9 Car Show,
another police event; we have what used to be Black Family Heritage, a
three-day festival of music and entertainment; the Festival of Lights was
25,000 people coming for fireworks and boat shows; Wood Street Fair -- 30
years?

MS. SCHILLER: Forty years.

MR. ALEXANDER: Forty years -- sorry -- forty years; that’s
25,000 people; everybody knows that. So they come, but they come for
one day -- they get a little taste. And then as Lisa’s been saying, and our
other strategy -- our tactic -- is let’s get some kids; let’s get 300 kids here.
And they have to get on the ground and walk around and really feel it --
walk around in the shoes of Benjamin Franklin and Ulysses S. Grant and
Lincoln. Kids love it, they do; she’s right. They just-- Again, their eyes are
popping. And they’re wearing costumes -- they love that, too. So they are
our two tactics.

And also, back to the advertising business: We use the Beverly
Bee, we have a radio show, we’ve been on Comcast. Whenever we can, we
try to-- We use our Tour Burlington website to give people education -- just
the raw information. They can do their own tour if they want, but we’ll do
an active tour for you.

So those are our three tactics. And then, plus, come enjoy our

waterfront. Nowadays, this place-- We came-- When the Mayor took over
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the administration in 2008, this project was at risk; we were on the fence
whether to put in the rest of the money to do this, but he decided to do
that, and here it is. And now we have an Arts Center, Burlington County
College is here, New Jersey ArtPride is here. So the arts are another kind
of-- It all blends: history; we’re kind of classical art; we have -- Shaun
Stipick’s a great artist and he’s bringing in artists. So that’s another tactic:
you get people to come here once, hoping that if you’ve been here once
you're going to come back -- you know it’s so great. So we’re going to do
that.

Now, the budget: When I came here -- I was looking back at
old budgets, and I saw that the Tourism Council is a part of one of my line
items -- that was $72,000. It’'s now down to around $10,000. And, you
know, we’re just trying to do more with less. We're being very creative.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: And I guess you had to use part
of that for that brochure, I would imagine.

MR. ALEXANDER: Yes, oh yes. And we shopped that very
hard -- that’s pretty much an in-house. We just-- Shaun did all of the
composition -- very tricky computer stuff in that -- but we shopped it out
and we got that for about $1,200 for 2,500.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: I'm sorry, John -- who is
Shaun?

MR. ALEXANDER: Shaun Stipick is the Director of the
Center here.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Nice job.

MR. ALEXANDER: He’s a fantastic artist.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Yes, very nice.

43



You're viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library.

MR. ALEXANDER: And he runs-- He was here last night; I
drove by here at 11:30 last night -- the lights were on. And he was here at 7
o’clock this morning, I'm sure, to do this. So yes, we got him to do that as -
- not part of his job, but he’s a computer graphics guy who can make that
stuff happen. And we’re doing everything on the cheap; I mean, we’re being
very creative. Lisa makes copies -- we don’t send things out. And our
website, you know -- we’re limping along. It was created before I got here,
and we’re keeping it up, and people use it. We have Facebook, the e-mails,
the robocalls -- anything that’s inexpensive, word-of-mouthy--  Lisa
Willever, thank God for her. That didn’t cost us a dime, either, and we’re
in a book. So we have to be very creative, and it’s hard. It makes you-- It’s
fun, too, to have the challenge, but it would be nice to have some money.

And then, of course, we have the Tourism Council. Another
trick is, we synergize. We have the Burlington City Historical Society, the
Burlington = County Historical Society, Colonial Burlington, the
Brotherhood Incorporated, the FOP helps us with events, the Chamber of
Commerce, Oliver Cromwell, Underground Railroad. The YMCA now is
going to partner with us for this May 21 event. We’ll have 10,000 people,
and we’ll get a lot of strangers, and they’ll see Burlington for the first time.
So we’re doing that, and we try and support each other. I mean, they have
to get their own money; it’s been very difficult in the last couple of years.
Again, as soon as I got here, the free ride was over. I had to tell all the
organizations we’re not providing police anymore. And an organization like
the Chamber of Commerce, who had a carnival and a fireworks display --
it’s over $20,000, even barebones, and we can’t afford it. And the parades

that we had -- that’s about $12,000. We have to do that through private
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donation -- very difficult, especially when we’re short-staffed. We used to
light the trees -- that was about $15,000 to $18,000. Because, you know,
we're getting rid of people. It’s hard to have a party when you're -- we're
getting rid of you, but we’re still going to have a party anyway.

So it’s a very difficult guns and butter decision, and somehow
we’ve lived through it. But we feel it’s very important. As Lisa said, we
have a great product here. This is a secret gem. We're going to do it
anyway; I mean, we are doing it. This is what we have to do here.
Everyone here is a historian. I don’t live here -- I live in Edgewater Park. I
went to school here, this is my (indiscernible) here, but I don’t live here.
And the people who live here are really passionate about-- They're all
historians, and-- Mayor Costello, his son Mark -- they have thousands of
photographs and boxes of treasures. And so it's a great place, and
everybody should know it. So we’re going to be doing it anyway. But if
you could give us a little more, we could do it faster.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Well, I think Mayor Fazzone
and the Council members who testified earlier hit the nail on the head: It’s
all about marketing, and the cost and where does it come from. And, unlike
Williamsburg, we don’t have a John Rockefeller to--

MR. ALEXANDER: Yes, well, we’re waiting. Maybe-- But,
you know, we have the better advantage. I think, actually, ironically, I
think Rockefeller looked at Burlington.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Did he?

MR. ALEXANDER: In the '30s. When did Williamsburg--

I’'m not sure, but I think-- Yes, Burlington was too intact; it was too much
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of a rehab job than a rebuild job, and so I think they passed on it or
Burlington passed--

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: It’s a shame-- Well, maybe
that back then, no less than Williamsburg. There was nothing in
Williamsburg.

MR. ALEXANDER: Right; well, it was all destroyed--

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: And here you have all these
wonderful buildings.

MR. ALEXANDER: --in the war; this was still intact.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Yes.

MR. ALEXANDER: So we're trying to limp along, and we do
have these historical buildings. It’s a tragedy. They need historical
millwrights, and the windowsills are rotting, and we just don’t have the
money. We’ve put bubblegum on it to keep it from leaking, and we’re
waiting for grants -- we get them.

And again, we have some models, that Grace Shultz is going to
tell you about, of Colonial Burlington. That Wood Street Fair has 25,000
people and vendors, and they maintain the Revell House, which is the
oldest house in the county; it’s beautiful. It’s on that tour. And that’s
something-- We try to help them as much as we can. The Underground
Railroad; you know, they have all these great stories and artifacts from the
Underground Railroad. They’re hanging by a thread. So we help them how
we can.  We give them news coverage, we help them with PR, we help
them with bodies, but we wish we could help them with dollars. That’s

what I hope you’ll get as a message today.
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ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: I want to recognize Senator
Diane Allen, who came in just a few minutes ago. And it’s funny, Senator;
when you came in, it made me think-- It was years ago, we were in front of
the pharmacy; it was-- It’s Burlington--

MR. ALEXANDER: Wheatley.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Was it Wheatley?

MR. ALEXANDER: Wheatley -- Station A.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Yes. And I remember we were--
What I remember about that is we went down into the basement; it was an
unfinished basement. And you could get a sense, you could picture people
hiding down there. And I would imagine there must have been some other
tunnels somewhere beyond those walls. But I remember that day; I can’t
get that out of my mind -- the feeling, because you go down into the
basement, most basements are finished. It was the real thing. It was like a
dirt floor, and the stone and everything.

MR. ALEXANDER: And you know, The Revell House, places
like that, that’s 1600s. You're standing in it, so you feel it.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Senator, did you want to say
something? I didn’t--
S ENATOR DIANE B. ALLEN: Ijustwanted to thank all of
those--

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Please; yes come--

SENATOR ALLEN: How are you?

ASSEMBLYWOMAN MUNOZ: Good to see you.

SENATOR ALLEN: You have a good group of people here.

47



You're viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library.

I just wanted to welcome those who had not been to Burlington
before, with the assurance that Assemblyman Conners and I would be
happy to show you around or do anything that we can do to make your stay
in this town as wonderful as I'm sure it is.

I also wanted to just say -- and certainly, Assemblyman
Conners, you can say this as well as I, but -- tourism has always-- We’ve
just been on the edge in so many towns in this district. And we have
everything that is needed except for those last few dollars that put us over
the top. Tourism is huge across the country; you know how historic
tourism is bringing people in. We did a women'’s historic trail in the state,
and that has been very successful. We need to do more along those lines.
Tourism isn’t just a beach; and the beach is wonderful, and thank the Lord
that we have all those many miles of gorgeous sand and ocean in New
Jersey. But there are so many other things ready to be tapped to make New
Jersey the most amazing destination in the country.

Burlington surely is one of the-- Since 1688, there’s a group
called the West Jersey Proprietors that has been meeting every vyear,
without fail, in Burlington. And they’ll meet again on April 11. These were
the folks who determined what properties were for sale, and then sold it.
They owned, basically, all of New Jersey. So we go way, way back, I mean,
to people doing all kinds of things in this area.

I just wanted to put my two cents in, and thank you for coming
down. Clearly you all realize how important this area is or you wouldn’t be
here. I greatly appreciate the fact that you're doing that. All of these

people who have spoken before I know have spoken wonderfully on behalf
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of Burlington City and the county. We’re all in it together, and we’re all in
it together in the state. So whatever we can do.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Thanks, Senator.

SENATOR ALLEN: Thank you so much.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Thank you.

Did-- I meant, did anyone--

ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: Chairman, can I ask a question?

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Yes, please.

ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: I guess the Mayor was speaking
about the-- And the Senator just mentioned about the Proprietors, and that
this was all of West New Jersey, correct?

SENATOR ALLEN: Yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: Is there a Capitol building? Is
there a place where they actually have to meet?

SENATOR ALLEN: They meet right at the corner of Broad
and High Street.

ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: Outside?

SENATOR ALLEN: Where they’ve met--

MS. SCHILLER: The Surveyor General’s.

SENATOR ALLEN: --for 300 years.

DR. FAZZONE: It’s on your tour guide -- there’s a map.

SENATOR ALLEN: There’s no building; they just gather right
there at the corner.

MS. SCHILLER: They gather at the corner at-- Where their
documents used to be held was in the Surveyor General’s Office.

ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: Right, the Surveyor General’s.
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MS. SCHILLER: Yes. But they--

ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: So there was no Capitol building,
there was no--

SENATOR ALLEN: No.

MS. SCHILLER: No, they kind of met, I think, at some of the
Quaker buildings--

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Grace-- Excuse me, Grace; if
you could come up, because they’re taping -- they’re taping this and so they
won’t be able to pick that up.

This is Grace Shultz from the Colonial Burlington Foundation.
GRACE SHULTZ: Thank you.

They meet every year at the corner of Broad and High. Now,
that’s where they started. And you have to remember: The bank’s there
now, but 370 years ago that bank wasn’t there, so they picked the same
spot every year. And they do meet.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS:  Any other questions? (no
response)

Thank you, John.

I'm going to go out of order. Grace, I had you down--

MS. SHULTZ: Okay.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: So since you're already there,
why don’t we--

MS. SHULTZ: Thank you.

Well, I'm one of the few people-- I'm at the age now that I can

say what I really feel. (laughter)
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New Jersey-- Tourism, I think, is the second-largest income;
and I think many of the people are missing the boat. I disagree with the
city cutting from $78,000 to down to $8,000. Yes, we don’t have those
events; but it was those events that brought people into the city to learn our
history. And not only did they learn our history, they used the restaurants,
they purchased, a lot of them bought homes. I can pick out three people on
Wood Street who bought homes because they came to the Wood Street
Fair. So I'm a proponent that you have to promote tourism; not only
tourism, but the history, the art -- that’s all important. And when I was on
Council, and we had to do the school budget, and they wanted to buy new
footballs and I voted against it, they said, “Why did you vote against it?” I
said, “If you told me you were going to take the children to the Academy of
Music, or if you were going to take them to a museum and teach them what
a Picasso is, you have my backing. But other than that, you don’t.”

And the Colonial Burlington Foundation -- the Revell House,
which is the oldest house in the city, county and possibly the state -- it was
going to be torn down when we had the renovations on Pearl Street. So
Doc Bisbee -- Senator Henry Haines, Bill Taylor (phonetic spelling), and
several others asked Doc Bisbee if he could put the Revell House on their
property on Wood Street. So they did. The Council agreed to it, and the
Mayor.

And so I got involved -- I hate saying this -- in 1972. The
Wood Street Fair started in 1970. We started because when Ben Franklin
was here, a kindly lady gave him a piece of gingerbread because he had to
stay overnight to get his boat to Philadelphia. And he has it in his

autobiography. So as I told Doc Bisbee and the others -- that you have to
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promote what-- How can we get people to come to the Revell House? That
means nothing. But if you say that the women who lived in the Revell
House gave Benjamin Franklin a piece of gingerbread -- that’s going to sell.
And that’s how we started selling gingerbread. I think the first year -- you
can’t hold me -- we made about $100. Now we make about $2,000. So
that money is used for the restoration and the preservation of the Revell
House. That’s very, very important.

We started in one block -- it was a flea market -- and we saw
that we were not getting the people who would spend money. We noticed
that most people went to the antiques or went to the crafts. So we
eliminated anything of flea market or yard sale, and we expanded on
promoting that. Not only did we go from Wood Street, we go from the
river all the way up to Broad Street. Now we go down Union Street to
High Street, and now we’re along the river and we’re going to start swinging
down the High Street.

We get approximately 25,000 to 30,000 people who come in.
And another reason is we emphasize free parking, free entrance into the
Wood Street Fair. And you will love this: the River LINE, it’s their second-
busiest day, because we promote, “Use the River LINE,” and it drops you
off a half a block from the Wood Street Fair.

So you have to promote. You can have High Street with gold,
but if you don’t promote, no one’s going to come. So I'm all for budgeting
tourism -- I think that’s very important. I don’t know why -- and I was a
Council person, so I know you have to cut money -- but why is it always the

culture, the arts, that are always cut first? And that annoys me.
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So I hope that we will get some grant money, go for grant
money; and I'm hoping that the Council and the Mayor will put back the
money in tourism and put back the events that brought people to the City
of Burlington. Because it’s broken my heart that -- I feel that we’ve missed
out on the past couple of years.

So I'll be happy to answer any questions. I was Chair of
Tourism from its inception until two years ago. I was past President of the
City of Burlington Historical Society -- one of the founders. I was the first
woman elected to the Board of Island Managers. I'm now President of the
Home for Aged Women. I volunteer. I've never, ever taken money for
anything; I've always volunteered, and that’s how much I love the City of
Burlington. And I know that Herman Costello -- Mayor Costello -- Helen
Hatala, and Doug -- I know they love the city like I do. And Senator Allen
has always been helpful; and yes, you also. You and Assemblyman
Conaway have always helped the city.

So thank you very much, and TI'll be happy to answer any
questions.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Thank you.

Any questions? (no response)

Grace, thank you. And you’ve been a reenactor, too, I think,
on occasion -- I've seen you in costume.

MS. SHULTZ: Well, you know, I feel that the young people
have to come along now. As I told you, I started in 1972; Mayor Costello
and a few others got us young -- we were then young, and we got involved.
Now you have Lisa to show us -- she’s young. You have Michael Stricker.

You have Alexander -- Mr. Alexander. You have younger people, young
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people, and now they have to take up the gauntlet and they have to carry
on. But I hope they do it with money and class.

Thank you very much for coming to the City of Burlington.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Well, I think I have a picture of
you on another -- in a previous brochure.

MS. SHULTZ: Yes, you do.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Are you saying that’s in your
youth? Is that-- (laughter)

MS. SHULTZ: That was taken about 10 years ago in front of
the Revell House.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Well, it’s a nice--

MS. SHULTZ: Yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: It’s a nice brochure, yes.

MS. SHULTZ: And as I said to you, the money that we get
from selling the gingerbread, and also the food courts-- We started selling
hot dogs. Jackie Toci (phonetic spelling) -- God rest her soul, she passed
away -- but she used to stand in front of our house next to the Grant House
and sell hot dogs. So now we have an eating court right near the library on
Union Street. We couldn’t handle it, so now we moved it down on the
waterfront because people like to eat and sit along the river. That’s
expanded; now we had to take another place and we’ve opened another area
near the anchor. So that’s very important, and that’s the money we use to
keep the restoration of the Revell House.

So it can be done, but it takes a lot of work, a lot of
volunteering. And you can do it. But, see the other thing -- and I'm sorry, I

don’t mean to go back -- but when we first started, the City helped us; the
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City paid for the advertising because we didn’t have any money. So that’s
what I'm saying: You've got to promote. So what we did for one straight
week, we put Wood Street Fair, Wood Street Fair, Wood Street Fair -- and
that’s how you got the people.

But if you don’t put it in the paper, if you don’t let people
know that you’re having an event, you’re wasting your time and money. So
that’s-- The City helped us up until, I would say, about 10 years ago. But
they gave us the money to do all the advertising.

So that’s why you have to work together -- the governing body

and these different organizations have to work together. That’s my

opinion.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Okay, Grace, thank you.

MS. SHULTZ: You're very welcome.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS:  Thank you so much for
everything.

MS. SHULTZ: And thank you -- I never thought I would see
that you would come to our historic city and ask our opinion. I'm very
grateful; thank you.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Thank you, Grace.

And we have Mel Warner (sic), the--

J. MELVIN WARREN: Warren.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Pardon me?

MR. WARREN: Warren.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Oh, Warren. I'm sorry, Mel.

MR. WARREN: That’s okay.
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ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: The Chairman of the Historical
Preservation Board.

MR. WARREN: You've heard a lot about the city, of course,
and all the historical places, and so forth. Our Preservation Commission is
charged with safeguarding those. We're there to make sure that the
historical fabric of the city is maintained, and there’s no ill-advised
renovations or repairs that are done that will take away from that. And our
charge is to make (indiscernible) simple.

One of the things that we thought might help was-- There’s a
major incentive for residents and owners -- would be if the State would pass
the Historic Property Reinvestment Act that would help to have people do
some renovations to their homes -- historically appropriate renovations.
and it creates an economic incentive to revitalize older neighborhoods and
further enhance the historic character of Burlington.

And again, very simply, we’re here to make sure that the
historic fabric stays.

In the packet there’s a particular book for design guidelines
that’s pretty informative and it’s pretty helpful. You’ll see some things in
there about some of the places that have been talked about, and different
styles of architecture in the city and so forth.

And there was mention of tours in the city. I would encourage
everyone to come, if they can, in May. There’s a Home and Garden Tour
in the historic district -- it’s very, very good. I think there are 15 homes in
it, and you get a sense of the homes and the architecture, the gardens and

so forth.
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And again, I'm repeating myself: We make sure -- we try to
malke sure that we don’t end up with, like, Gettysburg -- with all the things
that are abutting the battlefield.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: By the way, it’s a great picture
of the train station.

MR. WARREN: I remember that train station, growing up. I
stood up on the thing, many a day.

Are there any questions I can answer?

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Thank you, Mel.

Do we have any questions? (no response)

And thank you for this material. Thank you very much.

MR. WARREN: Okay, you're welcome.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Kevin Tremble.

KEVIN TREMBLE: Yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: From the-- President of the
Crossroads of the American Revolution.

Thank you for being here today.

MR. TREMBLE: Thank you, Mr. Vice Chairman.

I have some items for you.

Good morning, members of the Tourism and Arts Committee
of the Assembly. Vice Chairman Conners, it’s a privilege to be here today
to speak to you about an initiative of the Federal government with local
volunteer support.

I am a business owner; I operate a printing business in Bergen

County. I own a National Register home -- 265 years old. And I am a
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veteran of the United States Army; and I volunteer for the Crossroads of
the American Revolution Association as its President.

I have a few remarks prepared, and I've provided you with a
number of handouts.

I represent the Crossroads of the American Revolution
Association. Our organization is designated by Congress as the
management entity for New Jersey’s National Heritage Area -- our only
National Heritage Area. Our mission is to preserve and promote the
significant role New Jersey played in the American Revolution, and to instill
in our residents a sense of pride in that heritage, and to engage those
residents in the appreciation of that story, and to encourage a program of
economic development based upon those stories.

The Federal legislation that established the Heritage Area in
2006 requires that we support the protection and interpretation of the
natural and historic resources of the Revolution in New Jersey. Ours is a
heritage to be celebrated and promoted as it contributes significantly to the
state’s third -- or second, I've heard -- largest industry -- tourism.

And I've provided you with a map of the Heritage Area which
includes portions of 14 counties and 213 municipalities in New Jersey. And
you can see the complexity of the landscape and the road system -- the
network -- that we are engaged in creating and telling the story of New
Jersey.

I am pleased today to be in Burlington City. It is a legacy
community of the American Revolution and part of the Revolutionary New

Jersey that we envision in the future. Our New Jersey story has been
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recognized by Congress as a nationally significant part of the struggle for
independence.

I will briefly explain our mission, our accomplishments, our
challenges, and some concepts for enhancing the tourism component of our
efforts. I've also provided-- The next handout is a list of legacy
communities that we’ve identified in New Jersey. Legacy communities are
those communities that were established before the American Revolution.
And there are over 100 on that list; and I believe Burlington is also
considered, in the plan that we’ve drafted, to be a community that has
excellent visitor service characteristics.

Our mission is really, in its simplest form, to support the
preservation, protection, and promotion of the sites, the scenes, and the
stories of the American Revolution: the military, the political, the social, the
religious; as well as aspects of that story, both the artistic and the culinary;
and I don’t want to leave out the medical, as primitive as it was. Those are
part of the stories of that American Revolution experience.

I've also included a handout describing our mission and listing
our board members -- all volunteers -- and our limited staff of one, at this
time.

Congress has directed that our nonprofit association must first
develop a plan for the Crossroads National Heritage Area. We are in the
final stages of that planning effort, and I have provided summary of our
strategic goals as the last handout. The entire draft plan is available on our

website, www.revolutionarynj.org, and also available at the National Park

Service website, parkplanning.nps.gov. It is available for public comment

through April 11 on the National Park Service website.
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And I just wanted to add at this point that the tourism
components of this state, with the attractive sites and places, also include
many National Park Service-supported sites and programs. We have
Morristown National Historic Park in Morris County; and also the Coastal
Heritage Trail, which I believe is up for reauthorization; as well as a new
program called the Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary Route -- which
has the National Park Service superintendant in Philadelphia -- which is a
nine-state National Trail commemorating the involvement of the French in
the American Revolution and the victory at Yorktown.

Since our authorization, we have sought to create and promote
ways to link the many individual sites and site-specific stories to help us
better understand the breadth of the six years of turmoil here in New Jersey.
We have lighted seven beacon sites across the Watchungs, from Summit up
to the Hudson River Valley and all the way to Beacon, New York which you
see, by the way, national coverage: the communication, or the Facebook --
not the Facebook, but maybe the LinkedIn of its day or the internet of its
day -- a way to communicate and bring the militia out to defend the state.

We visited many of the hundreds of sites, ascended the
magnificent hills, and drove miles of routes of march from Fort Lee to Fort
Mercer. We haven’t paddled or rode the rivers of New Jersey yet, but we’ll
get there.

We've held two teacher seminars in cooperation with the
National Park Service, the New Jersey Historical Commission, and Mount
Vernon on George Washington’s leadership role in New Jersey. We’ve
supported local group preservation efforts for grants and technical

assistance; we’ve developed a series of five video trailers to support the
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concept of linking individual sites to each other and to the larger story of
New Jersey. We sponsored a scientific poll by Monmouth University
among New Jersey residents to obtain baseline information about the
awareness of the Revolution in New Jersey.

We've held public meetings to educate citizens about the
Crossroads mission, including one here in Burlington. And we’ve also
produced a guidebook, Crossroads of the American Revolution, available for
sale, by the way, at the Molly Pitcher Service Area. And we’ve also worked
with the State of New Jersey’s Department of Environmental Protection to
make available an exhibit called Oh, Freedom: The Story of African-Americans in
the American Revolution in New Jersey.

We further developed a program for planting of what we have
found to be the Liberty Elm Trees, and we’re working on developing a
broader program of planting commemorative trees throughout communities
in the Heritage Area.

The challenges we face: We found a very site-specific, site-
focused community of stewards -- a passionate lot to be sure. You've heard
from some today, you've heard from some at your last hearing in
Englewood. = We found an extensive and varied approach to the
management of sites by State agencies, commissions, counties,
municipalities, and nonprofit organizations and foundations as well. The
New Jersey DEP has management responsibility for many sites. The
Department of State, public and private universities, counties and
municipalities are also responsible for additional significant holdings of the

story of the American Revolution. Many of these sites have local citizen
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groups which provide volunteers and other support for their sites, along
with their own view of site management.

How to cooperatively connect this separate structure into a
series of story lines for the education of our citizens? I think you heard
from an author who’s really done a great job of doing that today. We have
explored some of the regional cooperative partnership models for this
situation and others within the 48 other National Heritage Areas around
the country. We will be developing partnership agreements with our New
Jersey sites as part of our plan implementation. The challenge for all of us
is to present an engaging, relevant educational program. In today’s world
that means it has to be, above all, relevant, entertaining, fast-paced, and
have a digital component. The relevancy couldn’t be more on the front
burner than today -- we look at the activity of revolution in the Middle
East. So there is a worldwide local connection to our story of the American
Revolution. And understanding it for our own citizens will help us
understand the global situations we face.

Providing a quality visitor experience in all tourism aspects:
facility condition, program content, presentation, and most importantly,
hospitality -- anyone have a problem with that? Hospitality? Jersey
hospitality? (laughter) Snookie-free, maybe, right? I love that. I think, Lisa,
we should trademark that: Snookie-free; I like that a lot. Hospitality,
though, goes well beyond the site experience; it goes to the heart of the host
community and all the residents and businesses. And this Burlington City
is a fine example of that hospitality.

Our greatest challenge, though, is finding the resources to

accomplish the rest. In concept, it entails a focus of the effort on the
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American Revolution story -- the big story across New Jersey. We have a
responsibility to find the resources to make this a priority. Here our
legislated partnership with the National Park Service is an important
resource. The support and linkages to technical assistance for interpretation
and training are valuable in order to develop the highest quality
presentations.

The State has the resources that have been designed to support
tourism development. The hotel/motel tax funding is an important source,
as we all have learned, and the corporate business tax for park improvement
projects and Green Acres bonding are among others.

There are some other concepts for consideration that we, the
Board, haVE talked about. We haven’t endorsed or determined the
feasibility of, but I would like to put them on the table today for
consideration in the broader arena.

Those would be a State-issued motor vehicle license plate for
Revolutionary New Jersey; or perhaps a lottery game highlighting people
and places of the War for Independence. This concept could apply across
marketing sense to other types of New Jersey sites and history.

Providing a carefully crafted lease arrangement on public
property for visitor services can provide supplemental resources for site
preservation. Placing the focus on site context improvements, that can
present a higher quality visitor experience than currently exists, is a priority.

We believe, too, that these places and sites are significant
opportunities for civic engagement. We participated in a very moving
naturalization ceremony in Morristown National Historical Park. We

recommended a similar program to be implemented at Historic New Bridge
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Landing in Bergen County to welcome our newest citizens. We believe
these new citizens will want to share their experiences with their family and
friends at a place of remarkable American heritage stories. It enriches both
them and the site stewards, and if you can ever get a chance to attend one
of these, it is very moving. I recommend it.

A final thought: We have, in New Jersey, a culturally diverse
citizenry and a wealth of artistic talent from the many cultures that live
here. There are many opportunities to create dramatic and engaging
presentations of America’s founding stories through partnerships with the
arts community.

We look forward to engaging us in the U.S.’s story. We and
our future will benefit.

And, I think, could we find a more relevant time to tell this
story?

Thank you.

Questions?

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Thank you, Mr. Tremble.

Any questions?

Assemblyman Wolfe.

ASSEMBLYMAN WOLEFE: Yes, I have some questions.

I was looking at this map -- the Revolutionary War Landscape.

MR. TREMBLE: Yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: I noticed the area where I live in is
blocked out completely.

MR. TREMBLE: Yes, sir.
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ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: There were some battles in Ocean
and Monmouth County.

MR. TREMBLE: Yes, absolutely.

ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: So this doesn’t list all the
Revolutionary battles?

MR. TREMBLE: No, we-- Yes. In answer to your question,
the National Park Service -- I have to -- did a feasibility study in 2002, and
determined the boundary at that point for the legislation. Now, what we
have done in order to resolve that issue and make sure the stories are told,
is this guide includes areas beyond -- so Tuckerton is here, for example.

ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: I don’t represent-- I don’t live in
Atlantic County, but I know when you get off of Route 9, off the Parkway
down by Smithville, there’s a monument to Colonel Casimir Pulaski or--

MR. TREMBLE: Right, Colonel Pulaski -- right.

ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: --somebody.

MR. TREMBLE: And the Pulaski Skyway is up north.

ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: There was a battle down there
somewhere -- Port Republic.

MR. TREMBLE: Right, exactly.

ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: Okay, all right.

MR. TREMBLE: Yes, and what we've tried to do is, in the
plan, develop places inside the Heritage Area where we can cross-market
and link places that have a similar story or a greater story, even. For
example, the Blackbeard pirate story here: There were pirates -- privateers

in the American Revolution -- that’s licensed pirates -- in New Brunswick
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operating out of the Raritan River (indiscernible) -- so out of the shore, Egg
Harbor.

ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: I was at the Tuckerton Seaport
Museum last spring and they made a big deal out of the Quakers in that
area, but they were on both sides--

MR. TREMBLE: The Quaker--

ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: --with their boats, attacking the
British and the Americans and--

MR. TREMBLE: Right.

ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: --and selling their goods and
making a lot of money.

MR. TREMBLE: I mean, it was-- One of our themes is
divided loyalties, and New Jersey was a civil war during the American
Revolution -- a total civil war.

So that’s our mission, that’s our goal. And I wanted to let you
all know that this is an important issue for the state and the story of the
American Revolution. I thank you for the time.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Thank you, Mr. Tremble.

We have three chairs there. Why don’t we bring up, at the
same time, Jan Reed, President of the Burlington City Historical Society;
and Clayton Sills, Chairman of the Oliver Cromwell Black History Society;
and David Ballard, Chair of the Land Use Board of Burlington City.

I don’t know whether you want to have, like, ladies go first, or
what you want to do.

Jan Reed, would you like to go first?

JAN REE D: By all means.
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ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Pardon me?

MS. REED: I said, by all means.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Okay, please.

MS. REED: I am the President of the City of Burlington
Historical Society; and for many years I was a tour guide in the City of
Burlington. I walked people all around the city, and told them all about the
historical sites, the history of the city. I don’t happen to be a resident of
Burlington City -- I'm a Burlington Township resident. But I've kind of
adopted the city as my home. I think it’s the most fantastic place around.
It’s just a shame more people don’t know more about it.

My husband and I belong to a number of organizations and, as
such, we get to travel throughout the country for a number of conventions
and so forth, and I take brochures about Burlington City with me
everywhere I go. I pass them out to the people who I come in contact with
and tell them all about the City of Burlington.

Now, the Historical Society maintains three of the buildings
here in the city: We have the Carriage House, which is located next to the
drive-in branch of Bank of America; we have the Hoskins House at the
corner of Pearl and High Street; and we have the Quaker schoolhouse,
which is located on York and Penn Street. These buildings are owned by
the city but they are maintained by the Historical Society.

The schoolhouse was built in 1792, and in 1794 John Griscom
was the first schoolmaster, with three students. The schoolhouse had been
closed for a number of years because it was in pretty bad shape, but we do
have several committees of Society members who have formed clean-up

committees, painting committees, and so forth to get it into its present
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state. Our Quaker school is listed as one of the places on the National
Schoolhouse Conference (sic) that will be at Rider College (sic) in June.

On the 15th of June there will be a tour of the schoolhouses in
Burlington County, and our school is one of the schools that will be on the
tour.

On the side yard, in 1977, the Society buried a time capsule
with a number of items that were here in Burlington City. And in 2077,
which will be the 400th birthday of the City of Burlington, it will be dug
up.

The Hoskins House has many artifacts that were indigenous to
the area, and we do have that house open on many of the important dates
here in the City of Burlington. Burlington Day, the City has the house
always open. The Society just put air conditioning into the Hoskins House
at a cost of between $18,000 and $20,000. The schoolhouse, in the last 10
years, had a new roof put on it.

The Society is a nonprofit organization. We maintain the
houses through our own funds and we have a number of fundraising
activities that go on throughout the year. One of our fundraising activities
is to sell these tiny little houses of historic sites here in the City of
Burlington. We have the Burlington-Bristol Bridge, the Wilbur Watts
School, the Burlington Diner, the Grant House, old St. Mary’s, Young
America Fire House, and the Carriage House. At present we have the
Library Company of Burlington, which is the oldest library in the City, and
one of three oldest libraries in the state.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Where do you sell them?
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MS. REED: We sell them at Philip’s Furniture store, which is
an antique store on High Street; any Society member has access to these
buildings; we sell them on any one of the days that the city has an event
going on, for instance Burlington Day, Wood Street Fair. I'm not sure how
many other sites we do have for them to be on sale, but any Society
member -- Historical Society member -- can be contacted for the purchase
of these houses. We do sell these houses for $15, but the Burlington-Bristol
Bridge happens to be on sale at present for $10. (laughter)

DAVID H. BALLARD: Getthem while they’re hot.

MS. REED: Exactly. We do have the little schoolhouses, one
of our houses that has just been ordered also.

We advertise a number of our activities on Channel 28; we use
the Beverly Bee, the Burlington County Times, the Mayor’s radio show, and a
number of other local sites for advertising.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: The Mayor’s radio show?

MS. REED: Oh, yes. The Mayor has a radio show on
Saturdays. You can call in for the Mayor’s radio show.

MS. SCHILLER: Wednesdays, 3 to 4 p.m.

MS. REED: Wednesdays?

MS. SCHILLER: Yes, it changed to Wednesdays.

MS. REED: Oh, I didn’t know. Last time he (indiscernible)
me up it was on a Saturday. But now he’s on Wednesday, 3 to 4 p.m.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Very nice.

MS. REED: And he does a lot of advertising for us.

One of our biggest fundraisers is our Holiday House Tour. Our

Holiday House Tour will be located this year In the Yorkshire
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neighborhood of the city, which is on the eastern side of High Street. We
will be passing out letters in June and, hopefully, we will have between 10
and 12 residences in the Yorkshire neighborhood. We have the Baptist
Church, we have St. Barnabas Church, St.-- the Catholic church, the Broad
Street Methodist Church. The Home for Aged Women will be approached.
That is our biggest fundraiser of the year, and last year we managed to clear
approximately $2,500. This money will go to help us maintain the
schoolhouse, the Hoskins House, and the Carriage House. Now, the
Carriage House is the headquarters for the City of Burlington Historical
Society, and we are hopeful to be able to utilize the upper floor of the
Carriage House to use as a museum within the next couple of years.

We have a couple of young members of our Society who have
put together a program whereby they can approach the history classes in the
various schools to tell them about the historical significance of Burlington
City, the Historical Society, and to tell them also about the docent program
which we have in place. And this, hopefully, will help us to gain
membership to the Historical Society.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: That’s great.

MS. REED: Okay?

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Thank you.

I just want to add-- I don’t know where -- who passed this
brochure--

MS. REED: Oh, I gave you those, but I have since found out,
after I handed you all of those, that they are passé--

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: That’s okay, but--

MS. REED: --they just gave me the new ones.
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ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: --what I wanted to point out
was, I had mentioned Grace Shultz (laughter).

MS. REED: Exactly, exactly. Yes, Grace is on there.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: In her youth, Grace in her
youth -- see? And she’s available for autographs. (laughter) But that’s
great, that’s great.

MS. REED: Now, I did also give you a copy of the quarterly
newsletter that the Historical Society puts out. That is the winter issue of
the Society’s newsletter, and we do have the spring issue, which is at the
printers at present.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Thank you, Jan.

Clayton -- or David, I guess we’ll do. Is that okay?

MR. BALLARD: I could defer to this (indiscernible) (laughter)

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Dave Ballard, the Chair of the
Land Use Board. Pardon me? Or you can flip a coin -- whatever you want
to do.

MR. BALLARD: No, actually, I've known Clayton for a long
time, so I'm just giving him a hard time.

Thank you very much for the opportunity to speak to you.

You know, there’s a saying: It’s a tough act to follow. Well,
there have been a number of acts up here that are very tough for me to
follow because so many things that I prepared to talk to you about have
already been discussed.

As far as Burlington history is concerned, my family is relatively
new to Burlington; we’ve only been here 112 years. My past-- I was a

former school teacher; I taught at Burlington City High School. I taught
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American History and I also taught an elective on local history. We used
the De Cou book, called Burlington: A Provincial Capital, for our textbook.

I also had the good fortune of being principal of the Wilbur
Watts School -- that I see she has right here -- Wilbur Watts being one of
our famous Burlington natives; and principal of the Captain James
Lawrence School; and finished my career as an Assistant Superintendent of
Schools. So I really have a very vast knowledge of Burlington history that
I'm very proud of. I have the same passion you’ve heard from so many
people in the room regarding Burlington history.

The one thing that was touched on the very least is what I'd
like to talk about, as far as from a planning perspective. And Lisa Schiller
did mention the fact that -- although it was stated we are one of the oldest
European settlements, actually we’re the second-oldest English settlement in
New Jersey; Salem was settled by John Fenwick in 1675 -- one of the
Proprietors. And Edward Byllinge had had control of this property from the
grant from the Duke of York. We settled Burlington, the English -- the
Quakers settled in 1677. But the Dutch, Captain Cornelius May, actually
came up the river -- of Cape May fame -- came up the river and he
deposited a group of what’s known as Walloons, who were from a Dutch-
speaking -- excuse me, not Dutch-speaking; they were French-speaking --
from an area today that would be Belgium. The Walloon settlement was
under the control of the Dutch West Indies Company, and it was actually
put on what was known then as Verhulsten Island -- and that was named
after Willem Verhulst. And Willem Verhulst was the first director of
Manhattan -- of New Amsterdam. He was followed by Peter Minuet and

Peter Stuyvesant.
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The reason I bring this up is it’s the oldest European settlement
in New Jersey, in 1624. So the first European settlement was right here in
Burlington.

The irony is, the first place settled is 400 acres -- it’s a 100-acre
lake plus 300 acres of property -- that currently there is nothing on it all.
We have megalopolis all around it, but here it is -- it’s just vacant. It really
presents a wonderful opportunity for the City of Burlington.

I also spent time as a member of the Board of Island Managers -
- and how difficult it was to raise revenue. The Board of Island Managers,
for years, got most of their revenue from the homes that were there for
some people who would enjoy them in the summer. But because there was
really no sanitation, no plumbing, the EPA ultimately forced us to tear
those homes down. Any monies that are derived from Burlington Island --
at least the 300 acres still controlled by the Board of Island Managers,
under the trust-- It’s one of the oldest continuous trusts in the United
States, by the way; Robert Stacy put that in trust to Burlington, and the
Board of Island Managers controls the funds, but they are to go to the
education of the youth of Burlington. So right now it’s very difficult to
raise any money on that island to develop it to the potential that it really
should, and how it would benefit tourism in New Jersey.

The way that Burlington would benefit -- in my opinion, and
I've always felt strongly about this -- would be to have a Walloon settlement
and an older population -- That we kind of -- we’ve only touched on -- a
Lenape settlement. The Lenapes were here for 3,000 years. So, really, this
would be wonderful and would tie in to the core content standards. I

understand that the current Board of Island Managers is making progress in
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that regard; but obviously, the lack of funds is really an inhibiting factor to
them being successful.

So promoting tourism and all the jobs it would create -- it
would change the image of New Jersey. I have a very strong feeling about
the Jersey Shore thing as well. This would go a long way in helping
Burlington draw and attract people.

Obviously, it takes money to do that. As Grace Shultz pointed
out, the budget has been cut and cut, and cut again, to where it’s very
difficult for us to really get the word out. I read-- I actually went online to
your site, and I downloaded a lot of information about what you were
doing, what you’re attempting to do, and I saw the information on tourism.
And I saw the fact that New York and Pennsylvania do so well with
tourism. And we are right between the two, we should be able to benefit
from that as well. And the fact that there are tourists from Germany,
tourists from Great Britain, Canada, Japan -- we’d love to get the word out
to them as well, but all that would take money.

So I did want to mention that -- the Burlington Island sits in
the river. I come from a long tradition of loving Burlington history. My
father was a Councilman and a Freeholder. My Dad, when I was a little
boy, gave me a book called A Child’s History of Burlington, which started it. I
went to college at Hofstra University, and I was studying history and I came
across a rebuttal to Thomas Paine’s Common Sense. And this, literally,
knocked me off the chair. Because the rebuttal was written by Jonathan
O’Dell, and Jonathan O’Dell was the reverend of St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church. So here he was the leading spokesperson for the Tories, and I'm

reading it while he, of course, is arguing against Common Sense.
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Burlington is so unique in history that we’re one of the only
towns in the history of the Revolution that was attacked by both the
American Navy at one point -- when we were a Tory capital -- and later in
the War we were attacked by the British.

So again, I could go on and on and on about the history of
Burlington, but truly we are a gem. There is so much more to tell you
about history. Every single person who came up here gave you a very short
little glimpse into it. All of us have the ability to embellish a great deal
further. Hopefully you will go on the tour, and I'll give you examples of
that.

Back to the Planning Board, though. Right now we’re working
on a very exciting project that has created some controversy. We want to
develop the parking lot that sits behind the Café Gallery. We feel strongly
that since the urban renewal of the early 1970s, a lot of the housing and a
lot of the population that was living downtown, of course, was removed and
was never replaced. Our town went from a population of about 13,500 to
just under 10,000. That has really impacted our downtown area. There are
several sites in Burlington where we have slated them for renewal, for
rehabilitation; and that is one of the sites. The controversy is, of course,
that to support the downtown business area, we do need the parking. And
so the Planning Board is working very hard to find a way to maintain the
parking but still be able to offer some of the new housing. And also to offer
housing in different areas of the town, whether it be the Tatham Street
project, the project behind the Café Gallery, or even the consideration of a

project in Congress Square.
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I appreciate you coming; I hope you can help us find some
money. (laughter) Thank you.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Okay, thank you, Mr. Ballard.

And we have Clayton Sills, who is the Chairman of the Oliver
Cromwell Black History Society.

Thank you for being here.

CLAYTON R. SILLS: Well, thank you for having me, Mr. Vice
Chairman, and I appreciate the opportunity to testify to this Committee.

The Oliver Cromwell Black History Society was created and
founded for the exclusive purpose of collecting, preserving, exhibiting, and
interpreting records and artifacts, documents, and other materials that
advance greater public understanding and knowledge of African-American
culture and society.

We work in the community with schools, churches, private
groups, organizations, nonprofits, businesses, banks, and all other
stakeholders to bring educational and cultural programs to area residents,
with a primary focus on the youth. To that end we would call your
attention to Senate Bill 1446, sponsored by Senator Diane Allen. And I'm
sorry that she’s not here right now, but I did want to comment on that
particular bill; you have a copy of it. The bill recognizes and declares that
the Underground Railroad network represents one of the most dramatic
protests against slavery in the history of the United States; and that New
Jersey played a significant and distinguished role in the struggle for human
freedom -- began during the Colonial period and reaching its peak during

the 30 years preceding the Civil War.
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More than 50,000 slaves were led to freedom through New
Jersey by operators of the Underground Railroad in places like Burlington,
Mount Holly, Evesham, Mount Laurel, Pennsauken, Cookstown,
Bordentown, and others. The vast network of paths and roads in
Burlington County, along with numerous Underground Railroad sites and
structures, made it the host to the largest number of stations in the State of
New Jersey.

I would request that the Committee review the bill and revisit
the intent of the legislation to recognize the contributions of many New
Jerseyans in their protest against slavery.

Another bill of interest is S-1783. This bill, as amended,
establishes the New Jersey-Africa Commission. =~ The Commission’s
responsibilities are to make recommendations to the New Jersey Commerce
and Economic Growth Commission for a broad series of exchanges between
the State of New Jersey and African states or countries.

I believe these two bills offer a foundation for the development
of a more diverse mix of destination sites in New Jersey and a boost in local
economic development. These bills, when acted upon, engage and involve
citizens to celebrate their historic and cultural experiences.  The
opportunity to research and preserve the role of New Jersey’s abolitionist
movement and the colonization movement -- which sought the resettlement
of free slaves throughout Africa, and Canada, and the Caribbean -- should
not be lost for another generation.

The goal of creating, after a feasibility study, a New Jersey
Underground Railroad Center in Burlington, with satellites in other

communities throughout the state, would attract interest and instantly
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become a highly valued destination location. The Center would provide a
resource to continue the research of sites and structures involved in the
Underground Railroad. At this time, these sites and these structures are in
danger of being lost -- both physically and in the public consciousness.

We know, in New Jersey, tourism means business. And if we
are able to increase the number of visitors to our great state we must use the
natural resource value of our heritage and our historical sites. From a global
view, the fight for freedom resonates across all nations, all cultures, all
people, and that fight continues today to band together people to take on a
noble cause.

In conclusion, let me once again thank the Committee for
meeting here in historic Burlington to discuss these important issues of
heritage preservation and economic development. The Oliver Cromwell
Society is in support of growing the state’s cultural assets and preserving the
state’s historical resources.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify, and I'm available for
any questions. Thank you.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Clayton, thank you for bringing
that to our attention.

I can remember -- gosh, I don’t know what year it was -- the
Secretary of State did an Underground Railroad tour.

MR. SILLS: Yes, she did.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: And we had a wonderful
program at the Quaker facility here.

MR. SILLS: Yes, we do. We hosted that event, yes.
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ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: That could have been-- I'm not
sure that that was connected to the day that I was in the Wheatley
Pharmacy basement or not. (laughter) But I think that was a different
event.

But clearly, the history and the role that Burlington City
played, the role that the Quakers played here in town, is significant.

MR. SILLS: Well, if you would consider New Jersey -- or
Burlington County the center of the Underground Railroad for the state,
then Burlington City was the center of the Underground Railroad for the
county.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Yes, yes. That’s-- Thank you
for bringing this to our attention.

I'm sorry, are there any questions from anyone else? (no
response)

Thank you all for your testimony.

I think Mark-- I had Mark Del Costello, but I think he may
have left with--

MARK DEL COSTELLO: No, I'm here.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Oh, is he here?

MR. DEL COSTELLO: Thank you.

I'm Herman Costello’s son.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: That’s-- When I saw that
name, I--

MR. DEL COSTELLO: Thank you.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: And a Phillies’ supporter.

MR. DEL COSTELLO: Well, cheap jacket. (laughter)
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I was supposed to be-- I'm a professor at the Art Institute in
Philadelphia, and I missed graduation today to be here.

Thanks for coming. I've always gone under the radar, as both
my father’s son and what I've done professionally. I work for the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame; and in 2008 the President of the Rock Hall, Terry
Stewart, called me and said that they had voted my 1983 concert at
Burlington County College as one of the 100 most important rock concerts
of all time. Dennis MacDonald was the photographer; and we had about
80 people in the audience, but we had 106 singers.

What I am is, among other things, a music archeologist. I am
maintaining those shows. We did a 25th anniversary show at-- They're
called-- The brand is the Burlington Concerts, although they’re rarely held
in Burlington. I did one at the -- in 2008 -- at the College of New Jersey,
and they came from Europe and South America and Japan. And in
December, with Shaun Stipick, we did one here.

I've started to do individuals; these are legendary performers
from the 1950s and "60s, and even '40s. The Rock Hall calls me, and Terry
Stewart, the President, jokingly asks, “What dead singer did you find this
week?” because I'm into-- It’s music archeology. We did a group here in
December called the Continentals, an African-American follkk group who
recorded a few records -- marvelous records -- from the ’50s. Two of them
are generals: one a retired Marine general, and one a retired Army general.
These men and women -- their histories are amazing. That is one I'm doing
for the Rock Hall.

The one I'm doing as a citizen of Burlington is -- my father, 12

years ago, got me to do a 10-minute, $25,000 video -- for nothing, here -- to
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promote Burlington. And I've always -- even when my father was Mayor, I
was on his case. I said, “You are very good at marketing the historic assets
of Burlington City. You're very good at promoting it. But you spend
nothing preserving it and maintaining it.” And this goes for Bordentown, it
goes for all the historic assets of the state.

The teddy bear, the original 1909 teddy bear that was in the
Hoskins House at 202 High Street -- destroyed. Ten years ago I said -- I
thought to myself, I told my father, “That teddy bear doesn’t belong out,
you know, with UV light and everything else.” It turns out the rats ate it
and whatever. These assets need preservation. If they don’t exist, they're
not going to be marketed.

With marketing, I've always intended to take that 10-minute
video and do a feature film. Instead, I'm breaking it down into 40-minute
films so that kids in school-- As a teacher, you can teach it as a module.
And we’ll have study books in with it. And you talked about the 4th grade.
My mother took me to the Capitol Building when I was in grammar school
and points at Richard Stockton. My mother is a Stockton -- she should
have been testifying. And she points at Richard and said, “Here’s your
great-great-great-great-great-great-grandfather.”

The first film, which we’re working on now -- and I spent
thousands and thousands of dollars finding rare stuff and books -- the first
film is called If, and it ends with the first Englishman stepping out of the
boat onto this island -- Burlington City is an island. And that man is my
direct ancestor, so I have a personal investment -- as well an historian of the
city. I mean, getting me and Mayor Fazzone and Doug Ghaul together, it’s

dangerous, because all we do is talk crazy anecdotes about the history of
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Burlington. Like, I told him that the first mineral rights -- Yale University
found out the first mineral rights lawsuit occurred right here at Union and
High, and it was an Indian who sued my ancestor, a Stockton, because they
thought the English were going to be here like the Swedes and the Dutch --
kill a few beaver, a few million beaver, and go back to Europe. They didn’t
know the Englishmen were here to stay; they didn’t know it. And he, after
realizing he lost his land in the trade, he sued under the Concessions and
Agreements. That document is so broad it gave everybody, regardless of
race or creed, rights. And he sued. He said, “I traded you, Stockton, the
land; I didn’t trade the grass, the trees, the water.” And he won. And
Stockton had to settle with all the mineral rights with the Indian. So the
stories of all these towns and the people who live here are so interesting.

My last anecdote: Tatham -- Tatham Street. The Knights of
Columbus is called the John Tatham Branch of the Knights of Columbus.
You can look it up in the encyclopedia -- John Tatham is a fraud. He was a
Benedictine monk who stole the money from the monastery and got
married, came to America, took the name of the most famous English actor
at the time -- John Tatham -- as an alias. And what he did with William
Penn? Well, you have to see the film (laughter) because it wasn’t good.

Anyway, thank you again. And this film-- What I'm doing, it’s
all privately funded; I don’t need any money from anybody. You know, we
need a little money for expenses, but nothing from the State or the City.
And when I'm done with it, the proceeds will go to the Revell House or
whoever wants it. My reward is in the doing it, not in the post-production

or in the marketing of it.
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So thanks again. And again, about the assets: They need
money to restore and conserve and preserve these incredible assets.

Thank you again.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS:  Thank you, Mark. We
certainly get the message.

That’s our last bit of testimony today -- our last speaker.

I want to thank everyone, especially the hospitality of this city;
it’s just wonderful. And I know Assemblywoman Munoz has fallen in love
with this city -- I'm pretty sure. And she wants to get over to the antique
shop before it closes. Assemblyman Wolfe, he might want to do the same
thing.

ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: Could be.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN MUNOZ: My next stop is Newark, so I
have to--

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Oh, okay -- that’s what it is.

But I want to thank everyone -- especially myself, personally, as
a representative of the Burlington City. I'll confess, I guess -- 14 years ago,
I guess, when I got elected, I had been in and out of the city-- I even ran an
office, believe it or not. I guess it was -- might have been Summit Bank or
United Jersey Bank at the time. I actually-- You may not know it, I had
an office in the front of that building for a little while. And I certainly
loved this city, and I still love this city. Rosemary and I will come on a
Sunday afternoon, go to Ummm Ice Cream, get a cone -- but probably
finish the cone by the time I get to the Promenade. And then we walk
down and sit on a bench and watch people put their boats in the river. It’s

just a great-- It’s just a great, beautiful place.
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And then, throw in the historical aspect of it. And I know I was
comparing it to Williamsburg. Williamsburg is, thanks to the Rockefeller
money -- they created a situation. But here, it’s real. These buildings are
real. It’s such a wonderful place.

But did anyone have any last comments?

ASSEMBLYWOMAN MUNOZ: Just that I am really glad that
I am here. I was here a year ago and it was raining and cold, and so I
hopped in my car and left. So I am really happy; hopefully I do have some
time to see more of the downtown area. I don’t know how long that tour
takes.

DR. FAZZONE: We can modify and adjust--

ASSEMBLYWOMAN MUNOZ: Okay, excellent.

DR. FAZZONE: --for Assembly members at any time.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN MUNOZ: Like I said, I have to be in
Newark; and you never know what you’re going to get on that Turnpike.

DR. FAZZONE: Whenever you're scheduled to come back--
We can do it today; we give a modified version.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN MUNOZ: That would be great -- I'd
like that.

DR. FAZZONE: Cliff Notes. (laughter)

ASSEMBLYWOMAN MUNOZ: Excellent, thank you.

MR. DEL COSTELLO: Jack, in this room, in 1934, the
Rockefellers presented to City Council -- I'm sorry (indiscernible). In this
room, the Rockefellers’ representative came to the City of Burlington and
offered to build a theme park here. Number one on their list was the City

of Burlington, number three was Williamsburg -- number three. In the
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words of Dr. Henry Bisbee, who told them, essentially, where to go, “We
don’t need your fake history. We have the real thing here.” So Burlington
City turned the Rockefellers down in 1934, and they wound up going to
Williamsburg and building their theme park.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Wow. Thank you, Mark, and
that’s going to be the last word for today.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN MUNOZ: Assemblyman Wolfe.

ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: Oh, I'm sorry.

ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: Sorry -- I was the last one in.

I just really wanted to say I've been to a lot of Committee
hearings, mostly you want to leave after about 10 minutes.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN MUNOZ: Yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN WOLFE: They get pretty boring. But this
was very, very interesting, and I really appreciate the passion and the
concern that you folks have, and the community spirit. It’s very, very

evident and it made an impression on me. Thank you.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN MUNOZ: Thank you.
ASSEMBLYMAN CONNERS: And ladies and gentlemen, our
meeting is adjourned.

(MEETING CONCLUDED)
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Good morning.

It is my honor and a pleasure to welcome you to the
Historic City of Burlington and to the Herman T.
Costello Lyceum Hall.

The Lyceum Hall was built in 1839 and used as an Arts
Center. In 1851 it was given to the City and became
our City Hall for 140 years. .
In 1995 the City received a matching grant from The
New Jersey Historic Trust to renovate the building
which had been vacant since 1991 because of structural

problems.

I served 33 years as Mayor and for 24 of those years my
office was in this building. In 2002 the building was
dedicated in my honor.

Today this beautiful building is used as an Arts and
Cultural Center. The Burlmgton County College also
has classes here.

Burlington was founded in 1677 by Quakers who left
England to escape religious persecution. We are 5
years older than Philadelphia. We will be celebrating
our 334™. Anniversary this year. Tourism and the arts
have always been important to us. Some of our famous
residents included Gen. Ulysses S. Grant, Benjamin
Franklin, Elias Boudinot, and Peggy Shippen wife of
Benedict Arnold.
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Again, welcome and thank you for choosing our historic
city for your meeting. Enjoy your day.

Herman T. Costello
Mayor Emeritus
3/24/2011
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Nicky Fifth’

The benefits of naming Nicky Fifth and T-Bone
New Jersey’s Official Junior Ambassadors:

Literature-based approach combining fact, fiction, and humor set in real NJ locations
Comprehensive—teaches reading, history, geography, civics and NJ studies

Promotes quality family time

Introduces New Jersey to New Jersey and encourages exploration

Re-invents the day trip for exhausted, over-scheduled parents

Brings New Jersey to life making NJ Studies relevant and interesting

Website provides teachers with an interactive tool for incorporating NJ into curriculum
Bridges the gap between what NJ has to offer and what families know about
Encourages children to share their favorite destinations with others

Zero cost to the state while increasing travel and tourism revenue

Free use of the characters and their likenesses, waiving all licensing fees

The characters’ images become a promotional tool for attracting attention

Compliments Travel and Tourism’s efforts by targeting a new demographic —children
Children are an enthusiastic, energetic demographic that renews itself each year
Provides the opportunity to simultaneously educate and promote

Opportunities to work with the Depts. of State, Education, and Environmental Protection
Will significantly improve attendance to attractions, towns, state parks and forests

Currently used as the NJ curriculum in many districts

Three times named to the prestigious NJ Battle of the Books list
Respected by teachers, librarians, and parents, enjoyed by children
Written by Award-winning NJ author, Lisa Funari-Willever

The goals of the Secretary of State and the Division of Travel and Tourism are to promote the
state’s tourism industry, support the efforts of the state’s amazing offerings, and increase
revenue. By naming Nicky Fifth and T-Bone as Official Junior Ambassadors, the characters
support thase goals while improving knowledge, appreciation, and the state’s image.
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Reforming Our Approach
Desperate Times Call For Creative Measures

“While New Jersey embarks on an agenda of reform, it is time to reform the way we present the state. We must
reform how New Jersey studies are taught in our schools, how our history, geography, and culture are integrated
into multiple areas of the curriculum, and how we are perceived.

The economy has limited discretionary funds available for families to travel far distances making this the perfect
time to re-invent New Jersey’s image. Numerous reality shows have reinforced the stereo-typical perceptions that,
for decades, have overshadowed the Real New Jersey. We have an opportunity to not only introduce our state to
our youngest citizens, but to create excitement and motivate families to begin exploring their own backyard.

The difference between the Nicky Fifth initiative and previous strategies is the literature component. Readers of all
ages have become invested in the characters and their adventures and are naturally motivated to follow their
itineraries. The creation of a companion website that provides photos, video tours, and activities ensures that this
initiative will continue to be embraced by schools, families, and most importantly, our children.
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Nicky Fifth’s New Jersey

ISSUE 1 - A generation of parents with limited knowledge of New Jersey is raising a
generation of children with no knowledge of New Jersey.

The Nicky Fifth books use literature to teach about New lersey by fusing fact, fiction, and
humer in an engaging, age-appropriate series. The Nicky Fifth website is a freg, rejevant,

and interesting tool for schools and families to explore the state

ISSUE 2 — The economy has affected the discretionary funds available to families for
activities and travel.

Limited funds creates an opportunity to capture the attention of families who have
overlooked New Jersey as a destination and spark interest in exploring by combining
promotion with education..

ISSUE 3 — The economy has negatively affected historical landmarks, state parks and
forests, towns, cities and businesses.

By us%hg actual New Jersey locations in the stories, readers and their familizsare
motivated to foliow the characters’ adventures, improving attendance and supporting the
attractions and businesses that make New Jersey an amazing destination. The
opportunity exists to reverse the situation of those in danger of closing.

ISSUE 4- While schools must teach a New Jersey studies unit, an opportunity is missed to
excite children and create an atmosphere of knowledge and appreciation.

NGW Jjersey is a fascinating state and rather than limit NJ studies to one unit in one grade
level, Nicky Fifth's '\ w Jersey ensures teachers have exciting tools to integrate the state
into multipie grade isvels and areas of content. A webs;te based upor the series creates a

%3

comprenhensive, interactive apgroach within the context of literature that is free, easy-to-

ISSUE 5- Quality family time has been replaced by year round sports, technology, and
meals on the go. Exhausted, over-scheduled parents have little time to investigate NJ
destinations and often forget to slow down and spend quality time with their families.

h books have made it easy for families o pick up and go,
nd less meney in the Garden State. Ease of use, amazing
es, and the websi ‘cei log make planning great davtrips fun.

"’Ff it k[(n Mason Press. ISSUE 6- Eventually New Jersey will run out of ways to cut the budget and must focus on
- o ways to increase revenue. Being located between two major cities has resulted in many

eSt‘d’l‘s;‘eb in el families spending time and money out of state.

As Official Junior Ambassadors, Nicky Fifth and T-Bone will positively affect the state

economy by sos=uve%/ affe ctmg a struggling tourism secior. As a significant factor in the

state economy, Travel and Tourism offer a cost effective opportunity to increase revenue.

KLx



Readers follow Nicky and T-Bone’s New Jersey
daytrips in Garden State Adventure and have their
own passports stamped at 36 Stamp Stops from
Passport to the Garden State. From High Point o
the Jersey Shore, from Lucy the Elephant to Wild
West City, Nicky Fifth and T-Bone are the perfect
tour guides. So, grab your map and your passport
and have a Garden State Adventure!

AWARD-WINNING NEW JERSEY AUTHOR, Lisa FUNARI-WILLEVER, COMBINES HER TWO PASSIONS,

‘ TRAVELING AND NEW JERSEY TO INTRODUCE THE DIVERSE TREASURES, HISTORY, AND ATTRACTIONS OF |

THE GARDEN STATE IN THE CONTEXT OF A HUMOROUS WORK OF FICTION.
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Nicky Fifth Chapter Books

32 DANDELION COURT ISBN 978-0-9679227-7-5  Retail $5.95
written by Lisa Funari Willever Book 1

Soft cover, 160 pages  Charity Partner: The Sunshine Foundation
NAMED TO THE NEW JERSEY BATTLE OF THE BOOKS LIST - 2008 and 2010

GARDEN STATE ADVENTURE ISBN 978-0-9760469-2-9  Retail $5.95

written by Lisa Funari Willever ' Book 2
Softcover, 160 pages ~ Charity Partmer: The Sunshine Foundation

NAMED TO THE NEW JERSEY BATTLE OF THE BOOKS LIST - 2006

FOR HIRE ISBN 978-0-9760469-3-6  Retail $5.95°

written by Lisa Funari Willever Book 3
Softcover, 160 pages ~ Charity Partner: The Sunshine Foundation

PASSPORT TO THE GARDEN STATE ISBN 978-0-9760469-7-4  Retail $6.95
written by Lisa Funari Willever Book 4

Softcover, 200 pages  Charity Partner: Ryan’s Quest
HONORED BY THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF BURLINGTON

New Jersey locations used in Nicky Fifth Books
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In 1998, Lisa Funari-Willever, a native of Trenton, New Jersey and teacher in the Trenton Public Schools §
received her first book contract from a small publisher. Afier many years and countless attempts to become a
& published author, she had finally realized a childhood dream. While a second book soon followed, the third @

| title met with numerous delays. Several publishers were interested in her work and Lisa felt the time was
right to introduce an idea inspired by her fourth grade students. She had requested two pages be reserved in
| cach picture book to publish the work of Guest Young Authors and Illustrators, ages 6-9 years old. She would |
} provide a forum for children’s work and hopefully inspire youngsters to learn the submission process. As a
new mom, she also wanted each book to benefit a children’s charity with donations and space in each book

{ {0 share their story.

Unfortunately, publishers interested in her stories did not embrace these ideas. Facingal — 7|

crossroads, her husband, Todd made the decision much easier. A firefighter in the City of]
E Trenton, he returned home from work with a pension loan check to start her own company.| |

| Having no publishing or business background, Lisa resisted the idea, insisting her goal was}
B {0 write for children, period. The idea of learning about business, paperwork and number-
i crunching was hardly appealing. However, the power to include children in the writing

| process and the opportunity to not only support charities financially, but to share their workj-

| with children became a strong enough reason to reconsider.

On the morning of September 10, 1999, Todd and Lisa, parents of three month old
‘Idaughter, Jessica, found out they were expecting their second child. Later that day, they
‘Hoined Linda Funari, Lisa’s aunt and their new partner, to sign papers establishing the

decided to raise the company and the children together. After all, it was to be a family
Ibusiness. However, one question remained; what would they call this new publishing
thouse? Clearly, the name would need to reflect a part of their childhoods. Lisa selected
|the Trenton street she grew up on, the same street where her grandfather grew up and
fwhere Linda spent much of her youth; Franklin Street. Todd chose Mason Avenue, the
location of his childhood home. Thus, Franklin Mason Press was born, which also explains why Mr. Mason

rarely answers the phone.

The first year was a busy time, preparing for the birth of a new baby, Patrick, and a first book. As E
Maximilian the Great entered the final stages of production, they submitted their Business Plan to Rcbeacd -
Matthias, president and C.0.0. of MothersWork, Inc., the 500 million dollar a year maternityf »
company. Rebecca had started her company, in her home, with two young children and had

. | become the most successful maternity apparel manufacturer in the country. She wrote a book] ;ii (;Lh;z i

| and invited new start-up companies to submit their business plans. Rebecca was impressed gz

| with several companies and decided to pay each a visit. She was charmed by Lisa’s office, af
computer-armoire-in-the-living-room, and impressed by their determination. Shortly after the|

birth of their son, Patrick, Lisa and Todd learned that Rebecca had named Franklin Maso

Press Best New Business and awarded the company $10,000. Even more valuable, they had access to
Rebecca for a year. Fortunately, one year turned into many years and she remains a true friend of the com-
| pany, even selecting them over the largest New York publishers for her second book, 51 Secrets of |

Motherhood.
/K

lcompany. While many thought the timing couldn’t have been worse, Lisa and Todd § .



Despite such recognition, there were many who doubted the success of a
“{small publisher in a climate dominated by a few large companies and big box
_|retailers. Fortunately, Franklin Mason Press never strayed from their original
|mission and grew up right alongside Jessica and Patrick, donating thousands of |
dollars to children’s charities and publishing the work of dozens of youngsters.
In 2002, Rosie O’Donnell featured Lisa’s book, Everybody Moes At Cows,
made famous by the New York Times. Several magazines and local television
Ishows aired stories about the little company that could. Then word came from
| the White House that Chumpkin, co-authored by Lisa and her mother, Lorraine,
was selected as a favorite by Laura Bush and displayed at the White House. A
visit to the White House made an unimaginable honor even more memorable.

Over the years, Franklin Mason Press has published eighteen titles, including the popular}f
Nicky Fifth chapter book series named three times to the New Jersey Battle of the Books list.
In 2009, A Gleve of Their Own was awarded the 2009 Benjamin Franklin Award for Best| &
Children’s Book with There’s A Kid Under My Bed as the runner up. The most rewarding|
aspect has been schools adopting the Nicky Fifth books as part of their New Jersey

| curriculum and families following the main characters’ day trips and enjoying the Garden|
| State firsthand.

While the family continued to grew, even adding a new baby, Timothy Todd, in 2006,

the company continued to grow, also. Each year, Lisa visits sixty schools, all over the

¢ United States and abroad, discussing the books, writing, and life as an author. As a true
[ family business, the older children have even become involved in a variety of day-to-day
loperations, earning money by helping Todd pull orders and assisting with shipping. Even

& little Timmy is on a first name basis with every post office and UPS employee in the area.
8 [t has been over ten years since Todd, Lisa, and Linda combined their lack of business
expertise, threw caution to the wind and took a chance. Each triumph fueled their passion
and each failure taught a lesson. The most important lesson is the one Jessica, Patrick,
and Timothy see each day; dreams require hard work and time to grow.. kind of like kids.

The year 2010, holds many exciting changes; a renewed emphasis on promoting]
New Jersey through the Nicky Fifth series and for the first time, creating jobs. After years
of exorbitant fees and discounts for distributors to sell our books, it was decided that those
monies could be better utilized putting Americans to work. In spring 2010, Franklin
Mason Press pulled its inventory from their distributor and plans to employ 10-12]
commissioned sales representatives who will earn competitive commissions plus bonuses.
By hiring independent sales representatives, we are able to offer opportunities to thosef
| who are unemployed, underemployed, college students, senior citizens, or stay-at-home
| moms who require flexibility. 1f this initiative is successful, the commission positionsj IS
| could transition to in-house, salaried positions by 2012 and Franklin Mason Press wil| Metausss
have marked ver another milestone.
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You're viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library.

March 20, 2011

To Whom It May Concern:
We, the undersigned, do solemnly swear that Nicky Fifth and his friend, T-Bone
would make wondeful Junior Ambassadors to the great state of New Jersey. All of the
children in Fourth 6rade at Westfield Friends School (in Cinnaminsen, New Jersey),
read the Nicky Fifth book series throughout the school year. Lisa Willever, the author,
has found a very entertaining way to share her knowledge about the many people and
places one might visit here in the Garden State. As a teacher, if there is ever a way
that I can get children to WANT fo read and learn information at the same time, I'm
HAPPY! As a matter of fact, my class two years ago chose to do their class play based
upon Nicky. his family and friends, and what they were thankful for (at Thanksgiving)
about their state. - So, please take these names below as a testament to the power of
Nicky, T-Bone, Lisa Willever, and New Jersey! '
' Respectfully yours,
Liz Martino and Alyse Cariton
Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Grades
Westfield Friends School

- Cinnaminson, NJ 08077
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You're viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library.

3/23/11

To whom it may concern,

I am an eleven year old boy who enjoys the Nicky Fifth books very much. | was very surprised at
all of the interesting places so close to home that these books showed me. If you were like me you
Z would learn so much about New Jersey from these books. My family has traveled to many of these
places. | think Nicky Fifth and T-Bone would be great ambassadors, just like in the book. They would
definitely make learning about NJ more fun. By reading these books | think more kids would rather
| learn about their state instead of watching TV. | can’t wait until the new book comes out not only to
read it but also to find more awesome places to visit in my home state, New Jersey.

Sincerely,

Dalton Hutchinson

S—
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You're viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library.
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Dear Ms. Willever,

| read your book, Passport to the Garden State. It was a good

book and when | was reading the book, | felt like | as there. It

made me feel good because | am getting gall the information

about historical places in our history. | also liked your books
because it made me feel like | wanted to go to the places he
went. Finally | liked reading your books because | felt like | AM
THE BOOK. Thank you for writing the Nicky Fifth books.

Sincerely,

Shriya

/7%



You're viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library.

March 23, 2011

Dear Assembly,

The Nicky Fifth book, Passport to the Garden State, was a very good book. This book is about a boy,
Nicky and his friend, T bone and when the governor calls and offers to make them Junior Ambassadors.
How can they say no? [ think they deserve to become Official Junior Ambassadors because they seem to
work so hard trying to find the best New Jersey places to share with other kids. The books teach a lot
about New Jersey and | enjoy reading them very much. h

Sincerely,

Katie

/8x
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You're viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library.

Westfield Friends School
2201 Riverton Road
Cinnaminson, NJ 08077

3/16/11

Dear Mrs. Willever,
I think that Nicky Fifth should be a junior ambassador for New Jersey.

He is a great character. The books were so great that in fourth grade the
Thanksgiving play was Nicky Fifth. In fact, I was Nicky Fifth in the play! He
loves New Jersey and would represent it very well. Nicky Fifth loves New

Jersey!

Love, .
John-Sixth grade

/9x
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You're viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library.

Westfield Friend School
2201 Riverton Rd.
Cinnaminson, NJ 08077

March 16, 2011

Dear Mrs Willever,

I think Nicky, from Nicky Fifth, should be Junior ambassador for our
state because he is a great model of New Jersey. He really hated it when he
first came here, but learned of what a nice place it was after staying a while,
This book was so inspiring we wrote a play on it when we were in fourth
grade, and performed it. I was T-bone's mom. The play was so much fun and
had many facts in it. It told the whole story. Nicky is very fit for this part
because we learned a lot from him and others can too. No one is a better fit

than Nicky.

Love,
Ariana- sixth grade

Alx
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You're viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library.

Dear Sir or Madam,

My idea of Nicky and T-Bone being Official Ambassadors is the best idea any
person could think of. They have chosen and visited some of the best places
in New Jersey for kids and their families to see. Nicky and T-Bone is really
lucky to be responsible Unofficial Ambassadors, but they do earn the
experience to be Official Ambassadors. They also earn to be not just NJ
Ambassadors but maybe American Ambassadors. Nicky and T-Bone could spend
every summer at different states so kids in those states could go to
interesting places too. Of course they have to finish all of New Jersey
first. I have almost all of my passport stamped.

I hope you agree with my excellent idea that Nicky and T-Bone could be
Official Junior Ambassadors.

From the Nicky Fifth fan,
Shabri Pelia

Adv



You're viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library.

Dear Lisa,

I think that Nicky Fifth and T-Bone should become the
ambassadors because they are really great in the books and they
would tell all about New Jersey. A lot more people would like to
visit New Jersey and would want to come here more often. The
stories you have written are a lot about New Jersey so if more
people read them they will learn about New Jersey and want to
visit. They would love being ambassadors and will be great at it. I
hope they are chosen to be ambassadors. And this is why.

Yours Truly,

Jessica
Age 10
Toms River



You're viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library.

Dear Sir or Madam,

I think that Nicky and T-Bone should be
ambassadors because I think it would
attract more people to New Jersey. There
i are so many places for people to visit
like Seaside Heights. Nicky and T-Bone
could tell people from other states about
New Jersey.

Savannah, Age 9
Toms River, NJ

ASH



You're viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library.

Dear Sir or Madam,

I think that T-bone and Nicky Fifth should become ambassadors
for many reasons. They show places in New Jersey, for lots of
people that’s entertaining. They get ideas on where to go.
Everyone loves their characters even I believe that they should get
their own television show. These are not lies these are facts said by
many people that enjoy this author,

Thank you,
Elizabeth, age ten
Toms River



You're viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library.

Dear Sir or Madam,
2011

I think Nicky 5™ and T-Bone should be the
ambassadors of New Jersey because they will increase the number
of visitors to New Jersey. People will come to New Jersey more if
Nicky 5™ and T-Bone are the ambassadors because they will then
know New Jersey is exciting to visit.

From,
Tori, Age 10 (Toms River)

7



—

o

You're viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library.

Dear Lisa Funari Willever,

I think Nicky and T-bone would be amazing ambassadors for New Jersey. Why I think
it would be great is because more kids and children would listen to both of them and
understand because their kids too. Also the reader would maybe want to come over to
the places they can tell people all about like... Seaside Heights, Ocean County Mall,
Friendly’s, The Movie Theater and many more other interesting places you can talk
about. All I’'m saying is that New Jersey is an amazing State!

Stefanie

Age 11
Toms River

AL



B G

B
B

Sy

S

You're viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library.

Dear Lisa,

It would be great for Nicky 5™ and T-bone to be ambassadors.
They know a lot about New Jersey. It would really be a great honor for
our state. We would have a lot more visitors.

From Ryan, AGE 10
TOMS RIVER

AN
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You're viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library.

Dear Lisa,

i think Nicky Fifth and T-Bone should be
ambassadors because they both have a lot
to do with New Jersey. The stories you put
them in have a lot to do with New Jersey.
in the stories they even live in New Jersey.
I also think they would make very good
ambassadors. That is why they should be
ambassadors for the state of New Jersey.

Yours truly,
Caitlin

Age 10

- Toms River
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Dear Mrs. Willever,

I really like the Nicky Fifth series. By reading them, I have learned a lot
about New Jersey. Just like T-Bone, I am a history buff and I'm so glad that
he is making history cool. I'm really excited to read your next book! I
want to visit Historic Cool Spring Village and see the living history.

Please let me know when Nicky and T-Bone become official. I think it would

be great to buy a Nicky Fifth shirt or see a billboard pointing to fun
places. I'm sure your working on that

Sincerely,
Ashling Wahner

6th grade student
Bordentown, NJ

3/X
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Dear Lisa Willever,

| am writing to you to let you know our family loves the Nicky Fifth book
series. We have all the books and are waiting for your new book to come out.
We are still working on finishing our Passport to the Garden State. We have
visited the City of Burlington, Columbus Farmers Market, City of Trenton, Wild
West City, Robbinsville, Storybook Land, Margate (Lucy the Elephant) and Atlantic
City. We still need to visit Morristown and the city of Millville. We are planning
on finishing the stamp stops up on Spring Break this year. Your books are geared
towards children they are also very interesting for us parents as well. They are a
great way for parents to get out and explore New Jersey with our children. We
used the places in your book as a beginning point for each day trip we took and
also did some research on what other attractions were in the area. Every trip we
took turned out wonderful. | have 3 children our oldest is 9 in fourth grade and is
learning about the State of New Jersey so she really enjoyed our trip to Trenton
she even took in her book from the State House to share with the other students
in her class. My younger daughter is 6 and in first grade she has enjoyed all of the
trips but her favorite were Storybook Land and Lucy the Elephant. My youngest is
2 and he has also enjoyed all the trips and has been able to do everything with us.
| am very thankful you picked places that our family was able to all attend all
together. | am hoping that someday my children will teach their children about
our great State of New Jersey and remember all the trips and places they have
been thanks to Nicky Fifth and T-Bone. | have included photos of my family on
some of our adventures.

Sincerely,

Amy, Lenny, Marissa, Ella and Carter Przemelewski

JAX
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The Przemelewski Family of Brown'’s Mills has been e-mailing pictures of their family visiting the Stamp
Stops from the Passport to the Garden State book. They first contacted us in the beginning of the
summer and by the end of the summer they had collected ali 36 stamps. They are eagerly awaiting the
next book, Nicky Fifth at the Jersey Shore.

Storybook Land TrerJ\nVisitor’S Center Trenton’s Old Barracks

State House

State House

‘Wild West City

‘ Lucy The Elephanf The City of Burlington The City of Burlington

33X
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3 Uity of Bndington
Nefo Jersey
Pffice of the Mayor

JAMES A. FAZZONE, Ed.D.
Mayor

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is written on behalf of the fictional characters, Nicky Fifth and T-Bone, and the
initiative to elevate them to the Official Junior Ambassadors of New Jersey. As an educator and
past school administrator I can appreciate the asset of having good literary content for the youth
of our State. The stories and characters paint an optimistic, energetic and exciting way for
children to view not only our fine City of Burlington but the Garden State as a whole. These
books have had a dramatic impact on our City and we are pleased to not only be included in the
characters’ travels, but to be among so many fine New Jersey towns and attractions. The
characters are currently the Official Ambassadors of the City of Burlington and have become
recognizable figures in the City’s landscape.

This series has merged fact, fiction, and humor in a way that brings New Jersey to life and
inspires young readers and their families to explore the Garden State. I strongly support the

passage of tl_:is Res.oh{tion and feel that this initiative will impact the State’s economic growth
through tourism while improving the knowledge and appreciation of a younger generation.

Respectfully,

Cipy-of Burlington

Mayor

525 HIGH STREET. BURLINGTON, NEW JERSEY 08016-4503 (609) 386-0200

3y
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820 South Warren Street
Trenton, New Jersey 08554
March 21, 2011

To Whom It May Concern:
This letter is to proudly acclaim Nicky Fifth and T-Bone as a hands down

choice for Official Junior Ambassadors to New Jersey for our student
population. What a great series for our students in New Jersey to not only
read, but to learn about our Garden State.

I cannot think of a better way to teach our children about the state than
through these books. They teach facts, encourage tourism, get children to
write, learn map skills, make history come alive, create discussion groups,
encourage family travel time, and mostly make learning fun. Reading these
books is the next best thing to actually being at one of the places. While
reading these books, a classroom can have a lively book chat about the
characters, the places they visit, and make endless connections.

What a wonderful way to create a positive image of our state for the
future generation especially in this time of uncertainty. How awesome to
read about the good things about New Jersey. How awesome to make
families want to visit the places their children read about and see on the
news. How awesome to see that the people in New Jersey share a common
bond being New Jerseyians.

These books cover it all. They are a marvelous intra-curricula tool to use
:n the classroom for New Jersey studies in fourth grade as well as encourage
our students to take their studies to a higher level by either using the
Passport to travel through the state or to actually travel to the places with
their families. They will indirectly support tourism in our state and
encourage all of us to appreciate our state even more than we already do.

My hats off to both Lisa Funari Willever and her characters for creating
stories that will make our children understand why their parents have chosen
to live in our beautiful state. They can live the adventures of Nicky Fifth
and T-Bone through their reading experiences.

I encourage you to support Nicky Fifth and T-Bone to be our Official
state ambassadors. They will take our children on a journey they will never
forget and make them a better, more informed, and proud residentS of our

state at the same time.

Sincerely,
Norma DeCanzio
New Jersey Teacher
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March 20, 2011

To Whom It May Concern:

Several years ago, | was searching for books about New Jersey that would not just teach my student facts
about our state but make them proud of the state they live in. | finally found the resource that | needed-in the
form of a book written by Lisa Funari-Willever. | was so impressed with the books, that | asked if she would come
to our school and talk with the students about writing and being an author. The fourth grade students at Pond
Road Middle School had the pleasure of attending an assembly given by Lisa who left them with a parting gift...the
gift of believing in themselves as writers.

As a teacher, | try to find materials that my students can relate to, challenge them as readers and writers,

and provide them with a strong foundation in social studies. The Nicky Fifth series is the answer the above

criteria. This year, each of my students received an autographed copy of her latest book, Passport to the Garden
State as a holiday gift

When my students returned to school after winter break, each of them had read the book. They came in
bubbling with excitement. Their town, Robbinsville, was mentioned in one of the chapters and visited several of
the attractions mentioned in the book. Parents were curious about what made this book so attractive to their
children and they also read the book.

I understand that the main characters from the Nicky Fifth chapter books are being considered to be
named New Jersey’s Official Junior Ambassadors. | strongly support this bill. As a teacher and mother, |
understand the need for positive role models for our children. Nicky Fifth and T Bone fit the role-perfectly. They
teach the children positive values about school and family, encourage students to do their best in school while
giving them a tour of the Garden State.

Last week, one of my students came in to class excited about seeing Lucy, the Elephant, in Margate. He
remembered the chapter about Lucy in the book and couldn’t wait to share his experience with the class.
Students gathered around him, asking question after question. How do you get there? What size was it? What did
it look like? How did you feel? He immediately went up to the map of New Jersey, found “Lucy” and calculated
the miles from Robbinsville to Margate. Imagine that! Reading, math, social studies, science, writing-all from

‘Nicky Fifth’s Passport to the Garden State.

| encourage you to support the passing of the bills that will make Nicky Fifth and T Bone, New Jersey’s
Official Junior Ambassadors.

Sincerely,
Linda Biondi

4™ Grade Teacher

SOx



[

;E)Iui%t\?g;vilﬁ%gr‘];)alrg"ui@pgj&go}ﬁr‘«!ﬁgﬁmrsey State Library.

Route 9

Cape May, New Jersey 08204
(609) 898-2300

March 23, 2011

Honorable Matthew W. Milam, Chairman

Assembly Tourism and the Arts Committee, New Jersey State Legislature
State House Annex, P.O. Box (68

Trenton, NJ 08625-0068

Dear Assemblyman Milam and Members of the Assembly Tourism and

_ the Arts Committee:

I am writing to you on behalf of Lisa Funari-Willever, a New Jersey author
who has written 4 delightful series of children’s books entitled Nicky Fifth

and T-Bone. It is my understanding that she will be speaking to you and the
Committee on Friday, March 25™ regarding tourism and the arts in New Jersey.

Lisa and I met last September when she visited Historic Cold Spring Village

during our annual Civil War Weekend. She introduced herself and we spoke

about our shared love of New Jersey and disappointment at the abysmal lack of history

in the State’s curricula. It is frequently a minimal part of the school curriculum, often taught as
part of a Social Studies unit with little emphasis on NJ and its many arts, history and cultural
venues. The majority of these organizations are not only tourist-driven, but serve as economic
engines for the surrounding area. Imagine Cape May County without its many arts, history and
cultural non-profits as well as the many for profit businesses that cater to the thousands of
tourists who visit year-round!

As Lisa’s champion in her campaign to have Nicky Fifth and T-Bone named Official

Junior Ambassadors of New Jersey, I have visited with Assemblyman Milam regarding the
drafting of an Assembly bill (AR-132) to this effect that would match a companion bill in the
Senate.(SR14) Originally supported by Senator Tom Goodwin who is no longer in office, a
request was made to Senator Jeff Van Drew to take up the cause. .

Ms. Funari-Willever’s series of books encourage children to follow the adventures of the two
boys through many of New Jersey’s attractions including historical landmarks, places of interest
and recreational areas. Raising the characters to ambassadors would provide legitimacy to their
cause and hopefully spark the interest of families, both residents and tourists to our State. The
books serve as a tool for both schools and parents to help children investigate New Jersey first-

. hand and bring their experiences back to the classroom. NickyFifth and T-Bone will help them

discover the mountains, lakes and streams, Colonial towns, Revolutionary and Civil War Sites,
art and history museums, lighthouses, wetlands and beaches and boardwalks that make New
Jersey unique — let’s help Lisa celebrate New Jersey ....ccceeuccssseses

With kindest regards,

Ann

HCSV Foundation
Advisory Board

Sen. James S. Cafiero
David Chapman
Frank Church
Joseph Cirrinicione
Norris Clark
Vicki Clark
Christina P. Clemans
J. Fred Coldren
Somers Corson
Marie Haffner
Dona Kemling
Arlene MacDonald
Liz Miller
Lynda Pagliughi
Ric Rutherford

Anne Salvatore
Joseph E. Salvatore
MD
Alice Teal
Jack Wright

Board of Trustees
Friends of HCSV

Ken Baldwin
Leona Betz
Jody Cathrall
Diane Church
Frank Church
Imogene Gluck
Dale Hardin
Pat Hardin
Joanne Heal
Charles Juechter
Dona Kemling
Donald Kissling
Linda Kissling
Mary Jane Lupton
Gloria MacLeod
Marilyn Petitto
Joan Prentice
Betty Radke
Anne Salvatore
Joan Thomas
Sue Witt
Trish Zackey
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Lisa Funari Willever,

Thank you so much for attending our school yesterday. The children are buzzing
about it in the halls already. We so much enjoyed your visit. We especially enjoyed
your book "Passport fo the Garden State ". It walked us through New Jersey, a
place we live and found many things we weren't aware of. I plan on taking a trip to
the City of Burlington it sounds like someplace my whole family would enjoy.

Your lessons were extremely motivating and fun. Our 4™ graders are using the
book as a wonderful resource for the New Jersey curriculum. We plan on providing
students this opportunity each year by providing them a copy of your book. What a
wonderful way to learn about New Jersey. I'm really looking forward to your new
book on the Jersey Shores that will be out in May. I especially love the coastline
and it will be fun traveling through with a guide. Your enthusiasm was evident
throughout the day. Thank you for a day we will never forget.

Trudl Dawes

Literacy, Curriculum, and Instruction Coach
Elizabeth Moore School

Upper Deerfield Township School District
1373 Route 77

Seabrook, NJ 08302

(609) 381-9434

dawest@udis.org

SEX
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Dear Lisa,

Nicky Fifth and T-Bone are two of my favorite characters in children’s literature. In the minds of my
students they are real kids. Their actions ring true, and the things they experience happen to children.
The parent-child relationships depicted in the books are wonderful.

Passport to the Garden State brings New Jersey’s past and present into focus for children who think
that thirty is old and what happened two weeks ago is ancient history. “Jersey kids” exploring New
Jersey is the essence of this book and it sends out a very positive message. | have used several of the
Nicky Fifth books for my Parent-Child Literary Connection reading club with most positive results.
Parents and children loved the books. Passport to the Garden State sent many parents to Burlington,
Trenton and even farther North, South, East and West in their quest to get their passports stamped.
Many parents have commented that they never visited the places mentioned in the books before

reading the series!

The website and blog are a positive interactive addition to complement the series. It will keep Nicky and
T-Bone followers on the NJ trail between books. | hope that the boys become Official Junior

Ambassadors. How cool is that!

Sincerely yours,

Mela Griffiths, Librarian
Harker-Wylie School
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To Whom It May Concern:

| teach a 5" grade class here in Upper Deerfield. We have been reading novels and chapter books all
year. For the month of March, we chose to read your book, Nicky Fifth’s Passport to the Garden State.
We created a cereal box book report. My students loved it! Of course they enjoyed reading about places
they were most familiar with, especially the parts involving Wheaton Arts Village in Millville and Storybook
Land in Egg Harbor Twp. They couldn't believe that the places they've visited could actually be featured
in a book that they were reading in class. My 5" graders put themselves in the shoes of Nicky and T-
Bone throughout the entire story. They were astonished to learn that New Jersey offered so many
different places to have fun and to learn important state history all at the same time. Since my class
enjoyed learning so much about New Jersey through your book, we feel that Nicky and T-Bone definitely
deserve to be called the*Official” Junior Ambassadors of New Jersey.

Thanks again,

Mike Weist
5™ grade teacher

Upper Deerfield Twp. Schools
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March 22, 2011

To Whom It May Concern:

Coming from someone who was born and raised in New Jersey, went away for college (only to PA), and
then came back and started a family in NJ, | would have loved to have had Nicky Fifth when | was
growing up! Now being a teacher of Technology, | am excited to be able to share this interactive website
with my students, who are all military. While they’re in our wonderful state, Nicky can be their tour
guide, and when they move on to other places, they can share their wealth of knowledge about New

h ' Jersey as they travel the world.

What Lisa Funari Willever has done to educate kids about New Jersey is something that no one else has
attempted. Our kids were missing out on our state’s rich history and all it has to offer...until now. Since
meeting her, I’'ve already had students and their families visiting the places in Passport to the Garden -
State and looking forward to her next book about the Jersey Shore.

We’re all excited about Nicky and T-bone becoming official Junior Ambassadors and strongly support it!

Sincerely,

Kelly A. McNabb

School-based Technology Coordinator/Teacher
Ft. Dix Elementary/Marcus Newcomb Schools
kmecnabb@pemb.org

(609) 893-8141, ext. 6035/3500
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Susan R. Soffel
142 Edwin Avenue
Trenton, NJ 08610

March 22, 2011

NJ Tourism and the Arts Committee
Office of Legislative Services

PO Box 068
Trenton, NJ 08625
Re: AR132
NIJ Official Junior Ambassadors
Dear Assemblyman Milam:

I am writing to apprise you of my support of AR132. I have read the whole series of
Nicky Fifth books and have utilized them by taking my nieces to most of the places listed in the
books. I find them very informative besides good reading for children and adults. They are a
great way to promote New Jersey. I think New Jersey is a great state and these books are a great
way to inspire others to visit here. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

S. Soffet

Susan R. Soffel
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Dear Mrs. Willever,

Thank you so much for the Nicky Fifth series of books and for teaching
parents and children alike on all the wonderful people, places and things in
the State of New Jersey. I have lived in the Garden State my entire life
and yet some of the places, people and things I am learning about through
your fictional characters are truly amazing to me; and my children are
loving it! All the children at their school as well

as parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles all love seeing their excitement
and planning trips. We love the passports. The heck with Disney World,
they want to visit every square inch of New Jersey.

We fully support New Jersey's Senate and Assembly and the proposed bills

to name Nicky and T-Bone Official Junior Ambassadors for New Jersey. We
fully support Senate Resolution 84 and the Assembly Resolution.

Kind Regards,
Doug & Connie Walker & family (Douglas, Benjamin and Erin)
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From: Charlemne Hall <chailfspfkiZ.oro>
Subject: Visit

Message Body:

Dear Mrs. Willever,

First of all let me say thank you for an amazing visit today. You engaged all
of our students with your lively discussion about being an author and sharing
your great stories about your family. Our students came back to the classroom
with so many questions and comments that I knew I needed to contact you

personally.

When I found out that you were visiting, I have to be honest that we were in
the middle of reading the first book in the Harry Potter series. My students
begged me every day to read Harry and listen to his adventures at Hogwarts. I
went to the library to pick up a copy of one of your books. Miss Hirschhorn,
our media specialist, had two chapter books to choose from on her desk. I
selected Garden State Adventure. When I first brought it to my classroom I
wasn't really excited about starting another book while in the middle of
Harry Potter and the kids were a little disappointed too.

Well their disappointed quickly faded as soon as I started the book.We all
became so quickly taken by your book and the characters. The students and I
made such great connections to the landmarks of our beautiful state. You
visited the landmarks and made them come alive with your words. You added
humor and grabbed the attention of us all.

It made me remember my childhood visiting Stokes State Forest and visiting
High Point State Park. I think that after finishing the book, a field trip
will be in the near future to visit one of the great places that you taught
us all about with your words.

Thank you for making our state even more special and letting children see
that in these difficult economic times that going on a Garden State Adventure
is the perfect choice for us all.

Thank you for visiting our school and sharing your time with us.

Respectfully yours,
Charlene Hall
Scotch Plains, NJ

This mail is sent via contact form on Nicky Fifth nhttp://wrww.nickviifih.conm

44fx



Toufre vie

Jersey oldie Liorary.

- The City of Burlington

An Educational Tour Through History &
Burlington’s Impact on Our Nation

u

The City of Burlington
“Where the Past isOur Present to You”
For Info Call (609)386-1900 or (609)386-0200 x114

www.tourburlington.org




You're viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library.

All photos copy write Scott Lopert 2009
Special exclusive permission granted by Mr. Lopert for their use by the City of Burlington
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@urﬁngton was purchased by a group of British Quakers

from Lord Berkley for 1,000 pounds in 1674. The town
was origially founded in 1677 by Quaker settlers and
served as the capital of the province of West Jersey untl
1702.  Thomas Ollive arrived on the Kent in 1677 and
made his way to Burlington by smaller boat. Ollive later
became acting Governor of West Jersey. In 1678 the ship
Shield arrived with more English settlers and tied to the
famous Buttonwood that once graced the shore at Green
Bank. Burlington was an extremely popular port and was
promoted as a fine market town that engaged in trade with
the West Indies. The City of Burlington quickly became
known also for its manufacturing and boat-building efforts.
It is said that William Penn planned Philadelphia as 2 model
of Burlington, Philadelphia being founded in 1681.

In the early days of Burlington many residents

predominantly belonged to either the Quaker or
Episcopalian religions. The original Quaker Meeting House
was a hexagonal wooden meeting house which was erected
in the 1680’s, and Old St. Mary’s Church was constructed in
1703, which was the first Episcopal Church in New Jersey.

Revolutionary War Times
(NICC Standards 6.4.8 E., Revolution and the New Nation — sections 2, 3,
4,5)

Benjamin Franklin, one of our Country’s forefathers

first stepped foot in Burlington in 1726. On his way to back
to Philadelphia the young Franklin missed his boat ride back
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and was forced to find lodging in Burlington for the night.
Franklin ended up staying at the Revell House, where he
had purchased gingerbread earlier in the day. The Revell
House 1s the oldest residence in the County of Burhngton
and origmally was located on Pearl Street. The home was
moved sometime during the 1960’s to its new resting place
on Wood Street. Franklin came back to Burlington to work
in a print shop located on High Street, where he used the
first copper-plate press. Benjamin Franklin also printed the
first New Jersey currency here in Burlington at this same
print shop. The shop no longer stands today, but it was
located next to the now standing Temple B’nai Israel. The
print shop was later used by Isaac Collins. Collins in 1770
was named His Majesty’s Royal Printer and he went on to
print many historical documents, almanacs and several
editions of the Holy Bible. Collins printed the New Jersey
Gazette m Burlington in 1777. Isaac Collins resided in
Burlington for a period of time at Broad & York Streets.

Co[ Daniel (Coxe was a resident of Burlington who served
as Commander of Queen Anne’s forces and was a member
of the Governor’s Council and House of Assembly. In 1734
Coxe later became an Associate Justice of the Supreme
Court. It 1is said that Coxe was also known to be the first
Grand Master of the Masons in America in 1730.

In 1763 William Franklin, son of Benjamin Franklin, was

named the Royal Governor of West Jersey. The younger
Franklin was not of the same beliefs as his patriot father, and
he served the King. In May of 1773 Governor Franklin

IOX
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invited George Washington to his home at Green Bank on
the river in Burlington to dine. The once stately mansion
was torn down and was located where the Veteran’s of
Foreign Wars building now resides. William Franklin
remamed Governor until his arrest by the Provincial
Congress of New Jersey in 1776.

@urﬁ’ngton was also the home to celebrated African

American Revolutionary War hero Oliver Cromwell, who
resided at Fast Union Street. Cromwell served under
General George Washington when he crossed the Delaware
into Trenton on Christmas Night 1776. He fought alongside
General George Washington during the batiles of Trenton,
Princeton, Brandywine, Monmouth & Yorktown. Cromwell
was a decorated soldier and served the entire conflict.
Oliver Cromwell died in 1853 and rests at the Broad Street
Methodist Church Graveyard in the City of Burlington.

The New Jersey Constitution was signed in Provincial
Congress on July 2, 1776 in Burlington at what is now the
site. of our present Tourism Center. The United States
Constitution and the New Jersey Constitution were both
based on a document that was drawn nearly 100 years prior,
known as the Concessions and Agreements. The
Concessions and Agreements was a document developed
and signed by the West Jersey Proprietors along with
Willam Penn. The Concessions and Agreements was
formerly housed in the Surveyor General’s Office located on
Broad Street, however due to its historical nature and value,

S/
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it was moved to a more secure location in our State’s capital
of Trenton.

H iStOT_‘y tells us that Burlington was never a battle site but at

one time it came close to being the scene of a Hessian
attack. On December 11, 1776 Hessian commander von
Donop brought his soldiers to Burlington, making camp
outside of what is now Federal Street by the old City Ditch.
Mayor Lawrence, father of Captain James Lawrence, with
the aid of Reverend Jonathan Odell of St. Mary’s Church as
his interpreter along with several others from the town
visited the Hessian camp. Von Donop came back into town
with his bodyguard and dined with Mayor Lawrence at his
home at 459 High Street. Heavily armed gun boats waited
at the end of town to fire upon the Hessians if they dared
move into town. After a few rounds were fired by accident
and with the knowledge of his low stock of artillery, von
Donop decided to pull out on December 12* and head back
toward Bordentown.

Elias Boudinot was the President of the Continental

Congress at the time that America gained its independence
in 1783. Boudinot was at times referred to as the President
of the United States in Continental Congress before the
actual election of George Washington. Boudinot is thought
to be one Burlington’s most highly known American
historical figure. Elias Boudinot held many other esteemed
offices such as Congressman, Supreme Court Lawyer,
Director of the United States Mint under President
Washington, and founder of the American Bible Society.

53x
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Elias Boudinot actively fought for the rights of the Indians,
religious tolerance, and the war against slavery. Elias
Boudinot’s daughter, Susan married war hero and friend to
President Washington, William Bradford. Bradford was
named Attorney General by Washington but unfortunately
died at the young age of forty. Boudinot, his daughter Susan
Boudinot-Bradford and William Bradford are all buried at
the St. Mary’s graveyard alongside each other. The family
home still stands on West Broad Street and 1s referred to as
the Boudinot-Bradford House. .

josep/i @lbomﬁelli; famous soldier and resident of the
City of Burlington was active in the fight against slavery and
was named President of the first Society for the Abolition of
Slavery in 1783. In 1795, Bloomfield served as Mayor of
Burlington and he also served as Governor of New Jersey
from 1801 all 1812. In 1812, Bloomfield became a
Brigadier General and led troops into military action in the
War of 1812. When the War was over, Joseph Bloomfield
also served as Congressman from 1817 until 1821. Joseph
Bloomtfield resided in his stately home located at 415 High
Street. This home was later the residence of James Birch of
the Birch Carriage Company. Joseph Bloomfield is also
buried in the St. Mary’s Episcopal Church Graveyard
located at Broad & Wood Streets.

Captain James Lawrence, the famous Captain who is

best known throughout our nation for his service during the
War of 1812, grew up in Burlington and gained his love of
ships by watching the many vessels arrive and depart from
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the Port of Burlington. Lawrence worked his way up to the
rank of Captain, commanding the 48-gun frigate USS
Chesapeake. On July 13, 1813, Lawrence was mortally
wounded while in a battle at Boston Harbor. While the ship
was being boarded by the enemy, Lawrence shouted, “Tell
the men to fire faster and not to give up the ship; fight her till
she sinks!” Later, this was paraphrased as “Don’t Give Up
‘the Ship,” the motto used by both the United States Navy
and the City of Burlington. |

Civil War Times

(NICC Standards 6.4.8. F., Expansion and Reform — Sections 1, 2, 3, 11
G. Civil War & Reconstruction — Section 1)

@urmg the Civil War Burlington remained a busy and
traveled town but fortunately remained free from the
devastation of battle. Presidential hopeful Abraham Lincoln
stopped mn Burlington on several occasions to visit his New
Jersey Republican Headquarters at the Blue Anchor Inn.
The Blue Anchor is now the present site of the Tourism
Center. The proximity of the train and the availability of a
tavern made the Blue Anchor a perfect “whistle stop” or a
good place to sit and “wet your whistle”. Story has it that
then Presidential candidate Abraham Lincoln and then
General Ulysses Grant had an arm wrestling match at the
bar. No one knows who really won.

General Ulysses S. Grant brought his family to
Burlington and made his home at 309 Wood Street in 1864.
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The General chose Burlington because of its peaceful setting
and distance from any active battle grounds. It is said that
President Lincoln’s wife, Mary Todd Lincoln had invited
Grant and his wife to accompany them to Ford’s Theater,
but the General declined, wanting to go back to Burlington
to his children. General Grant and his wife left Washington
by train and headed back to Burlington when they received
word at their stop in Philadelphia that Lincoln had been
shot. Grant immediately got back onto a train back to
Washington while Mrs. Grant continued home to
Burlington.

General Grant was very good friends with his former
professor, Mmor Knowlton. Knowlton also lived on Wood
Street mm Burlington and spent much time in Grant’s
company. Knowlton was the contributing factor to Ulysses
Grant moving his family to Burlington to keep them safe
during war time. Minor Knowlton was a military arms
professor and taught at West Point where Grant attended
military school and was his student. Minor Knowlton is also
buried in the St. Mary’s Episcopal Church graveyard and his
large grave stone pays tribute to his military expertise with its
size and depiction of an artillery gun atop it.

genem[ E. Burd Grubb was a valiant soldier during the

War and for his duty was awarded the Ambassadorship to
Spain. General Grubb and his family lived at their estate on
the Delaware River. The estate consisted of a brewery,
tannery, brickyard and homes, three of the original buildings
stll stand today at this site. The Grubb family was very
involved 1n the fight against slavery and it is said that they
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had constructed tunnels from the buildings to the Riverbank
to hide and free slaves.

The Underground Railroad was highly active in the City of

Burlington having several sights throughout the City that
were stopping points. Quaker William James Allinson
owned 301 High Street which was just one stop on the
Underground Railroad. Allison was an abolitionist that
legends says had tunnels constructed under his building
where he hid slaves. It is said that there were other famous
Burlingtonians that supported this effort such as the Grubb
family and Minor Knowlton. There is an Underground
Railroad Café that stands on Union Street that is dedicated
to the remembrance and the people and those that
supported and worked so hard for this worthy and historical

causc.

Captains of Industry

James H. Birch started his carriage repair shop in
Burlington in 1862. Being a shrewd businessman his
company grew and became so successful that by 1865 he
purchased his mansion at 415 High Street, the previous
home of Joseph Bloomfield. On the property behind the
mansion Birch constructed a factory in which he mass
produced carriages. With his great success James Birch
bult a 1,200 seat Opera House next to his home where he
and others would be able to enjoy the fine arts of theater and
music. The business continued to grow and by 1900 it
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covered 15 acres and employed hundreds of people making
over 200 models of rickshaws and carriages.  Birch’s
technique of mass production was so successful that it gained
the attention of Henry Ford. Ford asked Birch if he would
be mterested in producing bodies for his automobiles but
Birch declined. James Birch never believed that the car
could ever replace a horse-drawn carriage. By the year 1918
the Birch Carriage Shop went out of business and by 1927
the Opera house closed down. Today you can still see
preserved rickshaws and carriages in the collections of the
Burlington County Historical Society and the City of
Burlington Historical Society. The former Opera house
once stood where the City of Burlington Post Office now
stands and the Birch Mercury Statue still graces the sidewalk
in front.

Andrew McNeal a successful businessman founded the
McNeal Pipe & Foundry Company in 1866 constructed
along the Delaware River in the City of Burlington. McNeal
moved from his former home on High Street, present home
of the Temple B’nai Israel, to a beautiful mansion he had
built next to the foundry in 1890. In 1899 McNeal Pipe &
Foundry became part of a larger company U.S. Pipe
Foundry and capacity rose to 200 tons per day with the sizes
of pipe being produced from 1 % inches to 60 inches.

Mcmy other businesses were thriving in the City of
Burlington during the late 1800°s and early 1900’s just some
of these are as follows; the Peter Vandergrift Ice Factory
(1899), Burlington Industrial Alcohol Company, The

10
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Burlington Silk Mill (1910) and the J.F. Budd Shoe Factory

said to be the largest baby show factory in the world in it’s
day.

11
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Historic Sites of the City of Burlington

Burlington Island - The Island is in plain view from the City of

Burlington Promenade and was the first European settlement in
New Jersey in 1624 by the Wallons.

HosKins House - 202 High Street (1797-98)

The Hoskins House is preserved and restored as a colonial
reproduction and is part of the City of Burlington Historical Tours.
The home houses many antique furnishings and artifacts from our
City and the City of Burlington Historical Society.

Former Print Shop Site - 206 High Street (ca. 1680)

At this former location both Benjamin Franklin and Isaac Collins
made printing history, Franklin with the first use of a copperplate
press and Collins with the printing of the New Jersey Gazette.

Temple B'nai Israel - 212 High Street (1801)

This is home to one of South Jersey’s oldest synagogues established
in 1916. This was formerly the home to U.S. Senator Garrett Wall
and his son James Mayor of the City of Burlington in 1851. Later
the McNeal family resided in the home prior to their move to the
McNeal Mansion on the river.

Dr. John Pugh House - 214 High Street (1716)

This was also the home of Quaker Samuel Allinson who spoke
openly on the anti-slavery movement. It was in 1857 that Dr. Pugh
moved mto the home.

12
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Endeavor Fire Co. Spire - 19'E. Union Street (1795)

The spire that stands atop the Endeavor Fire Company was once
the spire on the original Town Hall located at High and Union
Street. -

Burlington Pharmacy - 301 High Street (1731)

This 1s the site of New Jersey’s oldest pharmacy still in continuous
operation. The home is also known for it’s resident, Quaker
William J. Allinson who was an abolitionist and helped free slaves
by hiding them in tunnels under the building and helping them
escape through the Underground Railroad. Isaac Collins also lived
in this home from 1770 1ll 1778.

Friends Meetinghouse - 341 High Street (1785)

The present Meetinghouse was constructed on the site of the
original hexagonal wooden building was used from 1685 ull 1785.
Located behind the building is the Friends Burial Grounds where
just some of the noted Burlington residents such as Joseph Taylor,
founder of Bryn Mawr College, printer Isaac Collins and missionary
Stephen Grellet are buried. This location also is the resting place of
Chief Ockanickon, Chief of the Mantas tribe of the Lenape and
friend to many an early Burlington settler. Chief Ockanickon’s
grave site bears a tributary plaque and his mark.

Alcazar - 406 High Street (Ca. 1680)

What remains of the original Alcazar building is one of the oldest
buildings constructed in the City of Burlington. The original
Alcazar was home to Thomas Ollive one of our earliest and most
prominent settlers that arrived on the Kentin 1677.

Blue Anchor Inn - 406 High Street (1750)

The Blue Anchor Inn was a site where history was made by who
passed through its doors to the events that took place within its

13
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doors. The building has changed names a few of times over the
years but it still holds the mystic and grandeur of being visited by
Presidents, Generals and stars of the stage. It is said that when the
Constitution of New Jersey was signed on July 2, 1776 it was signed
at the Blue Anchor. It was also known as the Metropolitan Inn and
presently houses the new City of Burlington Tourism Center. The
decorative bar that has been restored inside can tell many a legend
and story.

Surveyor General’s Office - W. Broad Street (doc. 1676)

This building stored the rare and valuable documents from the
Council of West Jersey Proprietors dating back to 1676. The
Concessions and Agreements signed by William Penn was once
housed here, however due to its historical significance it was moved
to Trenton.

Old St. Mary’s Church - Corner of Wood & Broad (1703)
The Old St. Mary’s Church is the oldest Episcopal Church in the
State of New Jersey. The church was founded by Rev. George
Keith and Rev. John Talbot.

New St. Mary’s Church - Broad Street (1854)

The construction of new St. Mary’s Church was directly by Bishop
Doane and designed by noted American architect Richard Upohn.
The churchyard holds the graves of many prominent Burlington
citizens such as President of the Continental Congress Elias
Boudmnot, Susan Bradford-Boudinot and her husband Attorney
General under Washington, William Bradford, NJ Governor and
Burlington Mayor Joseph Bloomfield, Mayor James Walter Wall,
military specialist Captain Minor Knowlton, Representative John
Howard Pugh, Senators James Kinsey & Garrett Dorset Wall, and
New Jersey delegate Joshua M. Wallace who signed the U. S.
Constitution in 1787 along with many others.

14
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Kinsey House - 38 W. Broad Street (1770)
This was the home of James Kinsey a lawyer and member of the
Society of Friends. Kinsey was elected to the New Jersey Assembly

in 1772. Kinsey outwardly opposed the ruling of King George the
II and the Royal Governor William Franklin.

McIbvaine House - 101-102 W, Broad Street (1813)

This was the family home of the Mcllvaine’s which was built in 1813
by father Joseph. Son, Charles Mcllvaine founded the first Sunday
school in New Jersey. Daughters, Mary & Margaret Mclivaine
donated the money to purchase the bells to the new Saint Mary’s
Episcopal Church.

Boudinot-Bradford House - 207 W. Broad Street (1804)

This was the home of Elias Boudinot, our ninth President of the
Continental Congress who was in service when America gained its
independence.  Later Boudinot’s daughter Susan Boudinot
Bradford resided here until her death.

Ulysses S. Grant House - 309 Wood Street (1856)

In 1864 General Ulysses S. Grant made this residence his home.
He chose Burlington to make his home so that they could remain
safe from the conflicts of the Civil War. On April 15, 1865 Grant
was on his way home when he received word that President Lincoln

" had been shot.

Carriage House - 23 Smith Lane (ca. 1876)

The Woolman family were very prominent residents of Burlington
and the Carriage House was where their family’s horses and
carriages were kept. The Carriage House is the home of the City of
Burlington Historical Society and is open for tours and special
events.

15
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Library Co. of Burlington - 23 W. Union Street (since 175 8)
The Library Company of Burlington was first chartered in 1757 by
King George II of England. The Library is the oldest continuously
operated library in New Jersey and the seventh oldest in the Nation.
The first actual Library building was built in 1789 and it was the first
in the United States to publish a catalog. Governor William
Franklin, son of Benjamin, was the Library’s first patron.

Revell FHouse - 213 Wood Street (1685)

The Revell House has the distinction of being the oldest residence
in Burlington County and one of the oldest in New Jersey. It is
Burlington legend that a young Benjamin Franklin was passing
through Burlington on his way to Philadelphia when he stopped
here for gingerbread. Running late he missed his boat ride and
returned to spend the night. The Revell House was originally built
on Pearl Street but during the early 1960’s it was moved to its
present resting spot on Wood Street. '

Grubb Estate - 46 Riverbank (late 18% Century)

This home was one of Henry Grubb and it is only one part of the
Grubb Estate along the Riverbank. The Grubb family owned the
first tavern in Burlington and they were also active in mining and
manufacturing. The Estate also housed other buildings such as a
tannery, brickyard and brewery. The Grubb Family were active
abolitionists that built tunnels under their buildings that headed
toward the river to hide slaves during the days of the Underground
Railroad. Edward B. Grubb was a Civil War General and grandson
of Henry Grubb that also resided here and after the War and served
as Ambassador to Spain.

16
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Shippen House and other Riverbank Houses -

202 Riverbank (19 C.)

This elegant home was the residence of Judge Edward Shippen and
this home served as his summer retreat. The Judge’s daughter
Peggy Shippen was famous for marrying Benedict Arnold. Arnold
was a famous traitor in American history and he and Peggy later
moved to France. Other homes in this area were residences to
many wealthy and prominent people who used these homes as their
summer retreats away from the bustle of the big cities.

Ship ‘Shield” Marker - On the Riverbank

This marker designates the spot where the stately Buttonwood tree
stood where legend has it the ship Shield moored on December 10,
1678. The river had frozen that night and many people walked
across the ice to reach land. The Shield is said to be the first vessel
to navigate from the Atlantic Ocean and down the Delaware River
settling m Burlington. On the hill behind the marker you can see
the now V.F.W. Building which is all that is left of a three story
stately mansion. This building now rests at the site that was formerly
the home of William Franklin known as Green Bank. The Gréen
Bank mansion was torn down years prior. William Franklin was the
Royal Governor and son of American patriot Benjamin Franklin.

St. Mary's Hall - On the Rjverbank (1837)

St. Mary’s Hall was a private educational institution that was
established in 1837 by Episcopal Bishop George Washington
Doane. Itis documented that each semester cost $100 dollars with
an additonal charge of $6 for bedding. The private school now
known as the Doane Academy is still in operation and is on the
National Register of Historical Places.

17
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Friends School House -

YorR Street between Penn &I Union Streets (1792)

The Quakers erected this small brick schoolhouse to teach their
children responsibility and discipline. The building houses many
historic books, pictures and documents from Burlington’s past.

Collins Jones House -
NE comner of Broad T York Streets (ca. 1785)

This beauafully restored home was the residence of Isaac Collins, . .

His Majesty’s Royal Printer in 1770. He was known for the his
printing of some of America’s first historical documents as well as
publishing The New Jersey Gazette in 1777 Isaac Collins has also
received credit for printing the first quarto Bible in America.

Birch-Bloomfield House — 415 High Street (ca. 1750)

This was once the home of Brigadier General Joseph Bloomfield
who also served as Mayor of Burlington and Governor of New
Jersey from 1800 all 1812. Later this was also the residence of
famous carriage maker James Birch. Birch also erected a beautiful
Opera House which once stood where the current post office
resides. The Statue of Mercury which reads “Birch 1881”7 was
placed in front of the Opera House and still stands today.

Bard-How House — 453 High Street (ca. 1743)

This historic home is part of the Burlington County Historical
Society complex and can be toured by appointment. The home was
constructed by the Bard family about 1743. Later in 1756 this was
the home of Samuel How, Sr. who was an Inferior Court of
Common Pleas Justice and a member of the Provincial Congress of
New Jersey. In 1782 the residence was passed onto his sons
Samuel, Jr. & John.

18
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James Fenimore Cooper House — 457 High Street (1782 )

This home is also part of the Burlington County Historical Society
complex and was the birthplace of famous American novelist James
Fenimore Cooper. Cooper wrote such famous novels as “Last of
the Mohicans” and “Leatherstocking Stories” to name a few.

Captain James Lawrence House — 459 High Street (1742 )
This was the home of Captain James Lawrence and his family.
Lawrence grew up in this home and grew to love ships from
watching them arrive and depart at the docks of Burlington.
Captain James Lawrence is known for his heroism during the War
of 1812 and his dying statement which has been paraphrased “Don’t
Give Up the Ship”, the motto of the United States Navy and the
City of Burlington.

Herman 1. Costello Lyceum Hall — 432 High Street (1839)
The Lyceum Hall was originally built to be used as the public
lecture hall and theatre. In 1851 under a charter it became City
Hall. The building has recently completed a renovation and will be
utilized as it was originally built to house cultural art services,
lectures and “black box” performances. There will also be a
museum room dedicated to the history of the City of Burlington.
Local art will also be hung and displayed in the halls and rooms
within the building.

Olwver Cromwell House — 114 E. Union Street (1798)

This was the final residence of African American Revolutionary
War soldier Oliver Cromwell. Oliver Cromwell served under
General George Washington at the battles of Trenton, Princeton,
Brandywine, Monmouth and Yorktown. Cromwell also served
along side General Washington and his troops when they crossed
the Delaware into Trenton that famous Christmas Eve night 1776.

19
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Q]ivq Cromwell was decorated for serving the entire conflict and
his discharge papers were personally signed by George Washington.

20
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Legends & Stories of the
City of Burlington

Witch Trials

The following article was written in “The Pennsylvania Gazette” on
October 15-22, 1730, Benjamin Franklin prints “correspondent’s”
story of a Witch Trial. The Accused, a man and a woInan, wer:
charged with, ‘

“....making their neighbors’ sheép dance in an uncommon manner”
and, “...causing hogs to speak, and sing Psalms & etc., to the great
Terror...of the King’s good and peaceable subjects.”

The Trials included being weighted against a Bible - the Accused
passed that test by being weightier. Then, tied hand and foot, both
Accused and Accusers (a man and a woman each) were dropped
into the River, with the notion that the bewitched would float. All,
in fact floated (some would say, swam for their lives). At this,
supposing that the woman’s shifts, which bound with garters then
ballooned with air, helped them float, it was determined to try them
again, the next warm weather...naked.

The Flight of Aaron Burr

On a mud July day in 1804, Peter Schuyler ferried a well-dressed
gentleman on horseback across the River. To pass the time they
discussed current affairs. The well dressed man asked Peter the
ferryman if he or the locals had heard of Aaron Burr being about
the area. Peter replied, “No, if I could catch the damned rascal I’'d
drown him!” It was later pointed out to Peter that the well-dressed
man was none other than Aaron Burr fleeing New York and wrath
over his killing of Alexander Hamilton.

21
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Grant vs. Lincoln
It is said that the presidential candidate Abraham Lincoln arm
wrestled Ulysses S. Grant one evening in the bar of the Blue Anchor
Inn.  The Blue Anchor was the local Republican campaign
headquarters during Lincoln’s run for office. No one to this day
knows who really won.

Witch’s Tree

In the early days witchcraft was prominent in the imaginations of the
colomsts. There were legendary witch’s tree on the Riverbank,
some say the huge buttonwood for which the Ship Shield tied up to
in 1678 was one of them. Other hand drawn pictures show an old
willow that hosted wild nighttime dancing of devilish creatures that
would screech and fly away on broomsticks.

Blackbeard’s Burlington Buried Treasure

On a dark stormy night it is believed that Black Beard and his pirate
crew landed at the foot of Wood Street. Blackbeard came to bury
his plunder of silver and gold under a broad flat stone under a black
walnut tree. It is said Blackbeard cried, “Who will guard this
wealth?” A cut throat Spanish pirate volunteered and was shot and
buried upright feet resting on the stone he guarded. The ship’s dog
was partial to the Spamiard and was also shot and buried there. For
several years mnto the 20" century people reported seeing the ghostly
apparition of a dog guarding the tree and then disappearing. Some
say that Blackbeard came back one windy and wild night to reclaim
his treasure only to find three witches dancing and singing around
the Spaniard’s grave. The superstitious pirates were repelled never
to return.

Written by L. Schiller - 2010
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City of Burlington

Historic Preservation Commission

HPC composed of 9 Commissioners, 1 secretary, 1 Consultant.

Meet 15t Wednesday monthly.

Charged with safeguarding the important architecture and historic
heritage of the city.

Insure that exteriors of historic sites, structures and sections of the city
are protected from demolition, permanent damage and ill advised

alferations.

Much of the review criteria by the Commission is based on visual
appearance as evidenced by current photographs and where possible

histeric "photographs and supported by “brochures or examples
demonstrafing the intended types of doors, windows, fencing, exterior

INFE Il SALEG §

materials, efc.

Cpmmlssmners and consuftant conduct site reviews prior to monthly
meeting in order to be able fo discuss the request with the resident or

OWner.

It4s crucial to Barlington City that the town’s historic character and
heritage be preserved fo encourage tourism, to attract new residents,

visifors, shoppers, efc.

The Commissioners are very diligent intheir &fforts to protect, enhance
and accentuate Burlington’s history.

A maijor incentive to residents and owners in the historic district would
be if the State could pass the Historic Property Reinvestment Act-S659

1
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(a state historic tax credit). This would work with and expand the
effectiveness of the Federal Historic Tax Credit and would also provide
an incentive for homeowners to do major, Hhistoric appropriate
renavations to their homes, create an economic incentive fo revitalize
older neighborhoods and further enhance the historic character of
Burlington.

J. Metvin Warren
HPC Chairmian
March 24, 2011
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INTRODUCTION

The City of Burlington is fortunate in having a high number of well-preserved buildings from the
1800s and 1900s surviving in their original neighborhood settings. This architectural bounty is one
of this community’s most striking and valuable assets. As a result of a high level of stewardship in
years past, a broad spectrum of the City’'s 338 years of growth is represented within the
boundaries of the City’s historic district. From the many modest rowhouses to the finest churches
of stone, all contribute to Burlington City’s heritage and its unique character as an historic city.

The Burlington City Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) has prepared these guidelines to help
broaden the understanding and appreciation of Burlington’s architecture by pointing out some of
the distinguishing features that give Burlington’s buildings and neighborhoods their special
characters. This publication is also intended to provide guidance on preserving and rehabilitating
the buildings and structures that contribute to the City’s heritage. A detailed description of every
preservation subject is beyond the scope of this booklet. Nevertheless, it is hoped that the
examples provided and the list of information sources will assist property owners to help preserve
the historic character of their own property, and thus, this historic community. The information
contained in this publication is especially pertinent for owners within the Historic District, but is also
relevant to any owner of Burlington’s older buildings who may be interested in good stewardship.

The three buildings selected for specific analysis in the Preservation Strategies section (pages 22-
25) are all located within the boundaries of the Burlington City Municipal Historic District. This
district encompasses two smaller historic districts, both of which are listed on the New Jersey and
National Registers of Historic Places. The first, the Burlington City Historic District, was created in
1975 as part of the City’s celebration of the United States’ Bicentennial. The second, the High
Street Historic District, was created in 1993 to preserve the historic commercial core of the City. In
1992, a larger overall historic neighborhood was the subject of a preliminary survey by Westfield
Architects & Preservation Consultants. This district was documented and researched to a greater
extent in 2002 during an Intensive Level Architectural Survey commissioned by the HPC and
conducted by McCabe & Associates, Inc.

The 2002 Survey of the Municipal Historic District encompassed 1,016 lots. Of that number, 894
contained primarily residential and commercial buildings, and 122 lots were vacant. :In the
Burlington City Municipal Historic District, Georgian and Federal style town houses and Italianate
rowhouses and villas are particularly well represented. There are also many rows of Second
Empire style dwellings, ltalianate and Beaux Arts commercial buildings along High Street, several
churches, and a few surviving brick industrial and municipal buildings. In general, the buildings are
well preserved. The last fifty years of modifications have been primarily limited to the additions of
front porches, replacement windows, asphalt shingle roofing, and synthetic siding. The original
forms of all the buildings remain easily recognizable. Each property was given the status of key
contributing, contributing or non-contributing to the district. This detailed analysis gave a better
understanding of the City’s broad span of historic significance: incorporating the years from the
City’s beginning in 1677 and continuing up to 1970, the year a major urban renewal campaign
based on new construction rather than on restoration and rehabilitation began.

The preservation or rehabilitation examples and strategies in this booklet are based upon the
criteria established by the U. S. Secretary of the Interior. Since most work on the exterior of locally
designated buildings falls under the jurisdiction of the HPC, the HPC must review and approve any
proposals before work can begin. Detailed procedural guidelines are available by contacting the
HPC Secretary in Burlington City Hall, 525 High Street, Burlington, New Jersey, 08016.
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BURLINGTON’S HISTORY

MATP of the Town of

BURLINGTON
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Map of Town 1696

SETTING:

The City of Burlington is situated on the southeastern bank of the Delaware River about halfway
between Trenton, New Jersey’s state capitol, to the northeast and Philadelphia to the southwest.
The land is flat--a floodplain-—-and was prone to flooding until a modern system of flood control was
installed in the early 1970s.

BURLINGTON: A 325-YEAR TIMELINE (modifiéd from: www.tourburlington.org)

As one of the oldest cities in New Jersey and the original capital of the Colony of West Jersey, the
City of Burlington has a long and illustrious history. Native Americans of the Mantas (or Leaping
Frog) tribe of the Lenape called Burlington Island Matinicunk and the mainland Techichohocki, or
"oldest planted land.” The City of Burlington New Jersey was the first and original township in
Burlington County, predating the “original constablrys” by 11 years. It was established in 1677.

As the first recorded European settlement in New Jersey, the City of Burlington has played host to
many beginnings, origins, and “firsts.” Many of them took place in places that still exist.

1624 First recorded European settliement in New Jersey (Burlington Island). Belgians fleeing
persecution built the first recorded European settlement in New Jersey, establishing an Island
trading post to barter with the indigenous people.

1659-1664 New Jersey's first recorded African presence (Burlington Island, Dutch colony).
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1664 As the Dutch withdrew from New World holdings, Swedes and Finns occupied the Island,
until the English seized it in 1664.

1673 First land developed by William Penn, eight years before Philadelphia.

March 3, 1676 First Capital of the Province of West Jersey (“Concessions & Agreements,”
Surveyor General’s Office, West Broad Street).

March 3, 1677 The Proprietors authorized the formation of the town in a decisive document,
which set forth principles and ideals of freedom and democracy-also found 100 years later in
the United States Constitution. Among these innovations were civil and religious liberty;
separate executive and legislative power; an elected Assembly; freedom of speech; no
deprivation without due process of law.

Autumn, 1677— The ship Kent arrives in Delaware with Quaker settlers fleeing oppression in
England. Disembarking in Salem and canoeing up and walking along the Delaware River to
the Rancocas Creek, and then to Burlington, two groups from the cities of London and
Yorkshire established one town. Said the Friends from Yorkshire to the Friends of London, “Let
us build a Town together.” They made a peaceful land purchase agreement, trading
gunpowder, pipes, hooks, cloth, and kettles. Among eight Native American chiefs who
amicably sold the land to the Quakers was one highly esteemed for his nobility and integrity,
Chief Ockanickon. He was Chief of the Mantas tribe of the Lenape, and a valuable early friend
of the settlers. 3

December 10, 1678 More English Quakers arrived, as the ship Shield tied up to a huge
sycamore on the riverbank. It was the first ship to sail up the Delaware River as far as

Burlington.

September 26, 1682 The first Assembly met and ordered Burlington to be “The Chief Town
and Head of the Province”. As a legislative member, Quaker Robert Stacy introduced a bill: an
Act of the General Assembly granting the Island to the City of Burlington, that its revenues
might be employed, “..for the encouragement of learning and the better education of youth.”
Thus was born the oldest continual educational trust board in the United States, The Managers
and Treasurer of the School Fund for the Education of Youth in the City of Burlington, now
known as the Board of Island Managers.

1685 The County’s oldest residence known as the Revell House, is constructed by George
Hutchinson on East Pearl Street (It was relocated to 213 Wood Street in the 1950s).

% i i o
4| g |
Hr 77 1]

Revell House
213 Wood Street

THE REVELL HOUSE
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1688 First Capital of West Jersey (Council of West Jersey Proprietors).

April 5, 1694 The first town meeting was held. Prior to that, Burlington had little need of a local
government.

1696 First Union Organized in New Jersey Women Weavers (Friends Meeting House, 341
High Street).

1703 The First Anglican Church built in the United States and the oldest Episcopal Church in
New Jersey (Old St. Mary’s, West Broad and Wood Streets). It was here that John Talbot
became the first Episcopal Bishop to set foot on American soil.

1844 woodcut of
Old St. Mary’s Church
built in 1703

o1 AT

St. Mary’s Churck and Graveyard.

1729 First library building erected in New Jersey (Library Co. of Burlington, 23 West Union
Street). This was the first U.S. library to publish a book catalog. The Royal Governor William
Franklin, son of Ben, was the library’s first patron.

1729 First NJ colonial paper currency printed and first copperplate press in America (Former
Site of Isaac Collins Print Shop, 206 High Street).

1731 Establishment of New Jersey’s oldest pharmacy in continuous operation (Wheatley's
Pharmacy, 301 High Street, see page 6).

May 7, 1734 Burlington, including the entire present-day Township and City, was chartered as
a City by King George Il. Application had been made by Governor William Cosby.

1742 First home of naval hero Captaih James “Don’t Give
Up the Ship” Lawrence (Cap’n. James Lawrence House,
459 High Street).
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1758 New Jersey's oldest library in continuous operation begins (Library Company of
Burlington).

1771 First Methodist service in New Jersey (Captain. C. T. Webb, 1771).

1776 First New Jersey State Constitution was signed in Burlington, July 2, 1776 (Blue Anchor
Inn, Broad and High Streets).

1777 First published in December of 1777, Isaac Collins’ New Jersey Gazette, became the
first weekly newspaper in the state (206 High Street).

March 6, 1783 The boundaries of the City were established.

1783 Elias Boudinot, first President of U.S. Continental Congress (Boudinot-Bradford House
207 West Broad Street).

1783 General Jos. Bloomfield, first president of the First Society for the Abolition of Slavery.
(Birch-Bloomfield House, 415 High Street). _

1784 This date appears on the Official City Seal: MDCCLXXXIV. The Township was now
detached, and the City of Burlington acquired its own charter, making it distinct and

independent.
1788 First U.S. steamboat trip to Burlington (Inventor John Fitch).

1789 First “true American author” James Fenimore Cooper author of “Last of the Mohicans”
and “Leatherstocking Tales,” was born here on September 15, 1789 (Cooper House, 457 High

Street).

1795 One of New Jersey's oldest fire companies established (Endeavor, 19 East Union
Street).

1797 First iron plow made in the United States (Charles Newbold).

1816 Elias Boudinot, first president and founder of the American Bible Society (207 West
Broad Street).

1820 Charles Mcllivaine held first New Jersey Sunday School (Old St. Mary’s Broad and Wood
Streets, 100-102 West Broad Street).

1830s-1860s Underground Railroad sites reported (Wheatley’s Pharmacy, Grubb Estate).

1830 Among the first African-American congregations in New Jersey, in 1830, the Bethlehem
A.M.E. Church was constructed at 213 Pearl Boulevard.

1830 First U.S. porcelain dentures developed (Samuel Stockton, 1830-1840).

1856 Residence of Ulysses S. Grant and first family during the Civil War (Ulysses S. Grant
House, 309 Wood Street).
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1862 First rickshaw carriage in the world was built in Burlington (James H. Birch, Birch-
Bloomfield House, 415 High Street). The carriage is on display at the Burlington County
Historical Society--Corson Poley Center Museum, 451 High Street.

1876 The City Waterworks was constructed after a devastating fire took place due in part to an
inadequate supply of water in the city (225 East Pearl Boulevard).

1877 First U.S. steam power printing plant (Enterprise Printing Co.).
1895 The 1839 Lyceum at 439 High Street was renovated for use as the Burlington City Hall.

1901 Tracks were laid for a trolley that ran along High Street to the ferry terminal on the
Delaware River.

1911 First Burlington County Boy Scout troop formed (Herman T. Costello, Lyceum Hall).

1923 First major highway to Burlington City, Route 25, is completed.

1931 Burlington-Bristol Bridge completed and opened to automobile traffic.

Then and Now: High Street at East Union Street pictured around 1800 (on left) and photographed
in 2005 (on right).
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PRESERVING BURLINGTON:
NEW JERSEY AND NATIONAL REGISTERS OF HISTORIC PLACES

WHY PRESERVE ?

Preserving the buildings, structures, sites and monuments that record Burlington’s history is not
just an educational or aesthetic exercise. There are very real economic, social, and cultural
benefits that stem from historic preservation.

The economic benefits are compelling. In
today’s economic climate, it is often less
expensive to rehabilitate or restore an
existing building than to build a new one.
In addition, renovating buildings often
stimulates neighboring property owners to
upgrade and maintain their structures.
This creates jobs and often leads to the
stabilization and improvement of property
values. The quality materials used for
buildings in past years are easy to repair,
maintain, and replicate. Finally,
preservation can encourage tourism.
Lambertville and Cape May are two good Ancient Tree, Burlington.
examples of southern New Jersey .
communities that have developed a thriving tourism industry based in part on the appeal of their
well-preserved historic buildings and the supportive businesses that have adaptively reused them.

The social and cultural benefits of preservation are equally significant. By its very nature, historic
preservation retains the unique character of buildings and entire neighborhoods. Preserved
buildings signal to residents and visitors alike, that the past is valued as older structures provide
communities with evidence of a broad and rich cultural heritage.

THE NEW JERSEY AND NATIONAL REGISTERS OF HISTORIC PLACES

The National Register of Historic Places was expanded by Congress in 1966 to identify and protect
buildings and sites of local, state and national significance. The Register lists places of
significance to our history, architectural history, archaeology, engineering, and culture. It includes
buildings, structures (such as bridges), sites, districts, and large objects (such as ships and
monuments). Properties are eligible for listing on the Register if they meet one or more of the
following criteria:

A) The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

B) The property is associated with the lives of individuals significant to our past.

C) The property is distinctive because it embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type,
period or method of construction, it represents the work of a master (architect, engineer,
landscape architect or builder), it possesses high artistic values, or it represents a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction (for
example, an historic district).
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D) Thé property has yielded or may be likely to yield important information in history or
prehistory (for example, an archaeological site).

In addition to meeting these criteria, a property must retain its “integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association” in order to be eligible for the National Register.
Thus, if a property has suffered unsympathetic or inappropriate alterations, it may not be eligible
for inclusion on the Register.

Sites may be nominated to the National Register by individuals, organizations, state and local
governments, and federal agencies. The Register is administered by the National Park Service,
which also publishes a number of brochures and leaflets to assist communities and individuals in
determining the eligibility of their properties, sites and districts, and with their care and

maintenance.

Prior to a property being listed on the National Register, it may first be listed on the New Jersey
Register of Historic Places. The criteria for listing on the New Jersey Register are the same as for
the National Register. The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is responsible for making the
primary determination of eligibility. New Jersey’s SHPO in Trenton may be contacted through the
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection. The SHPO is also responsible for
administering the National Historic Preservation Act, New Jersey Register reviews, and Section
106 reviews to avoid or mitigate the impact of publicly funded projects on listed sites.

In addition to the two Historic Districts mentioned in the Introduction, there are several individual
sites in Burlington already listed in the New Jersey and National Registers:

St. Mary’s Church Complex on Broad Street
Friend’s School House, 231 York Street
Budd Shoe Factory, 231 Penn Street
Collins-Jones House, 201 East Broad Street
Bard-How House, 453 High Street

J.F. Cooper House, 457 High Street

Captain J. Lawrence House, 459 High Street

® © & © © o e

Listing a site or a district on the New Jersey and National Registers of Historic Places
acknowledges its significance, but it does not prevent private owners from repairing, changing or
destroying their properties, nor does it mean that the sites are open to the public. Listing a site
only protects it from damage or destruction resulting from projects supported by county, state or
federal funds - it does not provide protection from privately funded projects. Regulations governing
privately-funded changes to historic sites can only occur at the municipal level through locally
designated sites and districts and local ordinances.

In New Jersey, the Municipal Land Use Law, which governs local planning and zoning, allows for
the creation of a Historic Preservation Commission and a Historic Preservation Plan Element as a
part of a municipal master plan. This gives municipalities the ability to set up guidelines regulating
historic sites and districts through local zoning ordinances. The ordinances allow for local control
and evaluation, and provide a means of reducing or preventing damage or destruction to historic
resources resulting from renovation, construction or development. The City of Burlington enacted
such an ordinance in 1994. It is detailed on the following pages.
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PRESERVING BURLINGTON: THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION
ORDINANCE, THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION, AND THE
CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT PROGRAM

BURLINGTON CITY’S HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORDINANCE

Burlington’s Historic Preservation Ordinance (Ordinance # 01-1994) was enacted on May 20,
1994. It established the Historic Preservation Commission, defined the Commission’s
responsibilities, and provided a specific mechanism for review of any property owner’s proposal to
demolish, relocate, alter, or add on to a structure within the Historic District. This review process is
strictly on the municipal level and does not entail the review of such activities by state or federal
agencies. [f proposed undertakings involve state or federal funds or licenses, then the appropriate
state or federal review agency will conduct reviews of such proposed undertakings.

The ordinance sets forth the Commission’s responsibilities, which include preparing and
maintaining surveys of historic sites and safeguarding the heritage of the City by preserving
resources that reflect elements of its cultural, social, economic, and architectural history. They
review all permit applications for designated structures. In addition, the Commission advises the
Land Use Board on the historic preservation element of the Master Plan and on all applications for
development, including historic sites designated on the official zoning map or identified in any
component element of the Master Plan.

THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

The Burlington City Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) members are appointed by the Mayor
and confirmed by City Council. The HPC is composed of seven regular members, each serving a
four-year term, set on a staggered reappointment basis. There are two alternates appointed to
two-year terms. Commission members represent a variety of backgrounds and exhibit knowledge
about local history, building design, building materials, and preservation. More information about
the Historic Preservation Commission can be found at the City of Burlington web site:
www.burlingtonnj.us/HistPresComm.html.

Owners of properties that are within the locally designated Historic District or that are individually
designated by city ordinance, must apply for a Certificate of Appropriateness if the following work
or actions are proposed: demolition, relocation, changes to an exterior by addition, alteration or
replacement, and any new construction.

Review by the Historic Preservation Commission is not required when a historic site requires
immediate emergency repair to preserve the continued habitability of the landmark and/or the
health and safety of its occupants. Also, changes to the interiors of buildings, ordinary repairs that
use the same materials as the original components, and replacements in-kind using the same

materials do not require Commission review.

The 2001 Procedural Guidelines booklet provides information about the process for property
owners. It is available at the offices of the HPC Secretary in City Hall, 525 High Street, Burlington,
New Jersey, 08016 (Telephone: (609) 386-0200 ext 112).
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CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT PROGRAM

The City of Burlington is a participant in the Certified Local Government (CLG) program. The CLQ
program is a national program administered through the State Historic Preservation Office. This
program offers the municipality direct participation in federal and state preservation programs,
including eligibility to receive Historic Preservation Fund matching grants. In many states, CLG
grants support the creation of historic preservation plans, school curriculum projects, archltecturgl
surveys, and design guideline booklets, to name only a few of the many projects funded to this
date. Using CLG grants, the Burlington Historic Preservation Commission has undertaken a
number of projects to help residents to better understand the objectives and benefits of the local
historic district and its preservation. The 2001 Procedural Guidelines booklet, the 2002 Intensive
Level Architectural Survey, and this Design Guidelines publication have all been funded through

the CLG program.

HISTORIC DISTRICT

RE R, ==

The Burlington Historic District. The district is roughly bounded on the east by Tatham Street, on
the south by Federal Street, on the west by Engle Avenue and Talbot Streets, and to the north by
the Delaware River. On the map, the Historic District streets are shaded in gray.
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BURLINGTON’S ARCHITECTURAL STYLES

The City of Burlington boasts a wide variety of architectural styles. First settled in the early
eighteenth century, the city is especially rich in nineteenth-century urban architecture. The early
settlers and their descendants erected substantial dwellings influenced in part by the latest fashion
of their times, but also incorporating local building customs and materials. The close, pedestrian
friendly streets feature row after row of attached dwellings. A particular kind of community of place
results from Burlington’s many shared porches, walls, and roofs.

This booklet has a condensed version of a broader architectural history. The following is a sampler
of the most popular architectural styles represented within the locally designated historic district
that typify the community and contribute to its overall character. For a more comprehensive
discussion of each architectural style consult the books listed in the Resource Guide beginning on

page 41.
COLONIAL ARCHITECTURE (17™ AND 18™ CENTURIES)

Typical framing details of the seventeenth and early eighteenth
centuries. From: Abbott L. Cummings, Architecture in Early New
England.

The Colonial style is an American
structural type based on European
building traditions that used locally
available materials. The needs for
privacy, security, and protection from
nature’s harshness were all factors
the early settlers had to take into
account. These factors were
addressed by the construction of
small, one and one-half story
dwellings that had two rooms around
a centered fireplace, thick walls, and
relatively small windows. The basic
rectangular plan of these houses
supported either a side gambrel or
side gable roof sometimes with bell-
shaped eaves and covered with wood
shingles. The main entryway typically
was positioned on the facade of the
long wall facing south. This allowed
sunlight into the main rooms.
Chimneys, found either in the middie
or on both ends, were a dominant
architectural feature. Although the
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first houses were log cabins,
Burlington’s early settlers soon took advantage of the local clay and established brickyards. By the
end of the 1600s, travelers noted that the city had a substantial number of brick houses.

In Burlington, the Revell House on Wood Street (pictured on page 3) is the City’'s best example of
colonial architecture. Even though it was moved to its current location, it has received very few
alterations since its construction circa 1685. The use of a more elaborate two-tone Flemish bond
brick pattern on its main facade and single color brick set in a common bond pattern on the sides,
is a notable construction practice that lasted well into the 1800s. It is seen throughout Burlington.

11
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GEORGIAN STYLE
(1720-1780)

With  the growing prosperity
following the earliest period of
colonial establishment, the
wealthiest members of the
population began to build more
fashionable houses. Houses built
during the Georgian years (named
for King George), began to reflect
the growing status of the owners.
Now, two-story dwellings often with
four full rooms on each floor began
to appear across the land. With
‘symmetry and simplicity, the
buildings of this time period derived
their beauty from stately
proportions rather than from
elaborate ornamentation, as was
the trend in Europe. Still generally
rectangular in plan and facing
south, the grand houses also
featured paneled wood doors
flanked by simple pilasters, -
regularly spaced windows, and
dentilled cornices. The urban

The Shippen House, 204 Riverbank. This house displays | version tended to be narrower than
many typical Georgian features including a center hall | the rural versions, with three bays
plan, a dentilled cornice, and regularly spaced windows. of windows instead of five.

The Shippen House is a good local
example of Georgian architecture.

CHURCH ARCHITECTURE

Early colonial churches resembled small meeting halls and houses. In Burlington, the original
Friends Meeting House was a hexagonal shaped building with an angled roof topped with a
cupola. Between the last half of the seventeenth and the middle of the eighteenth centuries,
English architects Christopher Wren and James Gibbs had great influence on church design as
their publications, including Gibbs’ Book of Architecture, became widely disseminated. The design
of a front gable church building that had a centered square tower with the main entryway on the
first floor and upper stages with windows and a belfry became a new standard for American church
architecture. Presbyterian churches tended to receive less lavish decorations than Episcopal and
Congregational churches constructed during the same period. After the Revolutionary War,
Americans could once again invest in rebuilding efforts. As communities became wealthier, they
erected churches. In Burlington, both the Methodists and Baptists were able to construct or
purchase their first churches and the Friends replaced their small meeting hall with the present
brick structure at 340 High Street.

12
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Federal style townhouses at 309-315 St. Mary’s Street.

s

Rowhouses share supporting walls.
The size of the available timbers
determined the width of the building.

FEDERAL STYLE (1780-1820)

While sharing similar forms and the symmetrical and
balanced designs of earlier Colonial and Georgian buildings,
the Federal Style is identified by buildings with even less
decoration than Georgian. For example, roofs typically end
right at the walls—there are no overhanging eaves and
dentilled cornices. Chimneys are connected with a parapet.
Often, exteriors have flush wood siding with chamfered
joints imitating stone. Windowpanes are typically larger and
the sashes have thinner muntins.

Semi-circular or elliptical fanlights are often located above
the doors such as the one at 21 West Broad Street (pictured
to the right). If there is a porch, it is often only surrounding
the door—a portico. In Burlington, there are several good
examples of Federal townhouses, individual houses, and
commercial buildings. Pictured above is a row of Federal
style townhouses at 309-315 Saint Mary’s Street. A later
era porch has been added to the house on the left end.

LTx
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GREEK REVIVAL (1815- 1860)

The Greek Revival style was one of the most popular styles in this count

_ st . ry from the end of the War
o{ I1812 li:lntll the (ilVltthar. Greek Revival architecture was based upon classical motifs and the
style’s references to the architecture of ancient and democratic Greece was f i
for idealists living with the new democracy. PHD Pepignate

The style was inspired by Greek temple design and it incorporated some of the decorative
features. Indeed, the facades of some Greek Revival buildings were designed to look virtually the
same as Greek temples with large triangular pediments supported on columns. Simpler houses
often had pilasters at the corners of the building and a deep cornice under the eaves that wrapped
onto_ the gable end of the wall to suggest a pediment. To further suggest a pediment, Greek
Revival houses were frequently built with the gable end facing the street. The deeply—s’et front
doorways were often decorated with pilasters and were typically surrounded by small rectangular
windows (side lights and transoms), to illuminate the front hall.

One of Burlington’s best examples is at 11 West Broad Street. Originally the Mechanic Bank, this

building was constructed in 1842. Despite the side wings, which were added later, the original
temple front form in the center is easily recognizable.

14
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GOTHIC REVIVAL (1840 - 1885)

By the 1840s, Americans had started to feel that architecture based on pagan Greek temples was
inappropriate for a Christian nation, and looked for new ideas in building design. The pious,
Medieval cathedrals were a natural source of inspiration, particularly appropriate for churches and
related buildings. However, the style also influenced private houses. With the introduction of
mechanical band saws and jigsaws, quite modest houses could enjoy a wealth of medieval details.

Often referred to as “Carpenter’s Gothic,” dwellings are characterized by pointed arch windows,
elaborate cut-outs on the bargeboards at the front edges of the roof at each gable end and
trimmings on the porch posts and balusters. Burlington’s best examples are the new Saint Mary’s
Church on West Broad Street and a dwelling at 46 Riverbank pictured below.

Gothic Revival style house at 46
Riverbank.

New Saint Mary’s Church constructed between 1846 and 1854.
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ROMANTIC REVIVALS:
ITALIANATE (1840 - 1885)

Another source of inspiration for builders and
architects in the middle of the nineteenth
century was Renaissance Europe. The
palaces of royalty, merchant princes, and
bankers provided an ideal architectural
model for the wealthy beneficiaries of
America’s booming industrial might. Houses
built in the ltalianate style are characterized
by low-pitched roofs with overhanging eaves
supported by heavy brackets, often set in
pairs. The tall windows typically have
elaborate crowns, often in a shallow arch,
and square towers and cupolas make their
first appearance.

The ltalianate style is rep<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>