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Governor Phil Murphy

Press Pool Coverage: Governor Murphy, Acting
Commissioner Dehmer Announce $11 Million in
Funding to Bring High-Quality Preschool to 16
School Districts
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 As Pre-K students in one classroom cut shapes and practiced their numbers, their counterparts across the hall
celebrated St. Patrick’s Day a few days early with the recitation of Five Little Shamrocks. 

While the significance of a visit by Governor Phil Murphy on Tuesday may have been lost on them, there was no doubting
the enjoyment they got out of having someone new to high five and fist bump, to show off the skills they are learning as
part of their Pre-K education, laying the foundation for what Murphy, as well as those who joined him, including  Acting
Commissioner of Education Kevin Dehmer, hope will continue to help New Jersey keep its place atop the list of the best
state to raise a family.

Indeed, Murphy’s visit was about more than counting and cutting, it was, he said, a reminder of his Administration's
commitment to invest in education during the earliest years of formal schooling. Visiting both Millridge School and
Clarendon Elementary School, the Governor announced another round of Fiscal Year 2024 (FY2024) Preschool Education
Aid (PEA) that will allow an additional 16 school districts across the State to establish or expand high-quality preschool
programs.

“Access to early childhood education helps set the tone for the rest of a child’s educational career by providing
innumerable benefits that will follow young learners throughout their lives,” Governor Phil Murphy. “From advanced
literacy skills to enhanced social and emotional development, access to high-quality preschool programs has a tangible
impact on our children. That is why I am proud to announce continued investments to expand access to preschool for
families across the State. Today’s announcement builds upon our work to make universal preschool a reality in New
Jersey so that more children have the tools and resources necessary to succeed.”

The funding is projected to provide 827 additional seats for children to access high-quality preschool education. This
second round of funding for FY2024 builds on the $25 million investment in preschool funding announced last October
that provided for an additional 1,715 preschool seats in 26 school districts. High-quality preschools are full-day programs
that have a certificated teacher and aide, limited class size, curriculum aligned to the New Jersey Preschool Teaching
and Learning Standards, and are inclusive of special needs children, a statement following the visits shared.

“We know that high-quality preschool sets the foundation for a child’s success and is linked to improved student
outcomes for years to come,” Dehmer added, a conversation piece that dominated the discussion Murphy led with three
parents of Secaucus children during his second school visit of the day. “That’s why bringing high-quality preschool to
more communities can be so transformative, and one that is well worth our investment.”

The announcement of the funding, Murphy would say, is just one more step in efforts to eventually offer universal
preschool across the State, providing every three- and four-year-old child in New Jersey with access to free, full-day
preschool. This goal, the statement noted, is being buttressed in the Governor’s latest budget which proposes an
additional $124 million for preschool education, including $20 million to expand high-quality, full-day preschool programs
into new school districts. 
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Since taking office, Governor Murphy has increased preschool funding by over $427 million and added more than 14,600
preschool seats in New Jersey school districts, the statement said. 

Secaucus Mayor Michael Gonnelli joined the tours, staying mostly in the background except to say that he was thankful
that his community’s school system was chosen to receive pre-K Expansion Aid. The investment in early education,
Gonnelli would confirm, is a factor many potential residents consider in determining where to lay down routes and raise
their families, and provides his municipality a leg up in this regard.

While Murphy, Dehmer and the local administrators that joined in the tours, including Erick Alfonso, Ed.D., M.B.A.,
Superintendent of Secaucus Public Schools, would tout studies that show the positive economic impact of investment
into early childhood education, for the parents that participated in the conversation the impact of the education
opportunity is something that hits them right at their kitchen tables.

Amanda Ambrosio is a lifelong resident of Secaucus, and the mother of three daughters, between the ages of six and
two. Having the access to full day preschool, she said, not only gives the girls a strong foundation for their future
educations, it also means she and her husband, the owner of a small trucking business, can spend more time growing
that. 

Much newer to Secaucus are Hasintha Ariyarathna and Sanduni Jayanetti, who, along with their four-year-old daughter
has made the community home after emigrating from Sri Lanka for his work at the United Nations. Well before making
the move across the globe just over 12 months ago, the new parents did their research and considered a number of
potential locations, including in New York, and determined that the school ratings their new home has earned made it
their best final destination. 

Helping today’s students is just the first step in a much longer-ranging plan, Alfonso would conclude. 

“This move towards inclusive education reflects our dedication to nurturing the potential of every child,” Alfonso said,
extending his gratitude to Murphy. “It fosters a community where every family has the support and resources to thrive.
Together, we are building a brighter, more equitable future for Secaucus.”

Steve Lenox, TAPinto 
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