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The February 4, 1961 issue o~ "Parade - The Sunday Newspaper Magazine", 
I . 

incorporated in the Sundaye4itions of 51 newspapers throughout th• 
I f 

nation with a combined circuJfation es_timated at 12,000,000 copies, 
I 

featured an article by Jack ,4nderson titled "The Great Highway Robbery"., 
I . 
I 

Supposedly based on information gathered by Congressman Blatnik and his 
• I . 

. . . . i . . . . . associates, the article purported to reveal instances or graft and 
I . 

. I . 'I 
corruption on the part of highway officials and legislators of the various 

i 
I . . States in connection with construction of the Interstate Highw;q System., 

. I 
I 
! 
I 

I 

The single reference to New ~ersey is riddied with inaccuracies and mis-
' I . . . . . . . . representations. The writer1 apparently depended toa large extent upon 
I . 
I 

hearsay, without examina.tio~ of the public record available to him., 
I 

I 
! 

! 
I 
I . •. • 

The. implication that the Ne~ Jersey Highway Depa_rtment was 
1
prompted by' 

. . . I . • . 

political influence to depa~t £:romnormalandproper procedure evaporates 
. I . , 

in the. face of the evidence land, considered by itself', is not worth 
. I 

I 

I 

noticing. However, the disservice rendered the citizens of the United 
. . • . I ! .· . . 

. ' 
States by impugning the motives of all of those who have devoted. themselves 

I • 
I 

·to public service demands attention. 
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·-. ! The Highway Department in Ne'rf Jersey not only favors ~ompl~te exposure 
I -

of wrongdoing in the conductl of the taxpayers' business, but ac:tively 
I 

promotes this goal through c/onstant internal checks by investigators 
I -

attached to the Commissionen 1s office. Experience shows that this 
! 

approach produces concrete ~esults -- anyone seeking to 13get rich quick" 
I 

- I soon turns his talents to gxteener fieldse But experience also shows 
I 

' . ·1 that ill-conceived and inaccurate "scare stories" often defeat the legi-
1 

-- I . ti.mate purpose of serious-nq_nded investigations, creating a smokescreen 
. I 

behind which the real culprtts may escape. The following analysis is 

presented as a dE>..monstratio~ of just how far "The Great Highway Robbery" 

strayed from facts. / 
I 

I 
1 
I 

I 
Under the sub-heading "How :to Double the Ante"; Mre Anderson wrote: 

I 
I 

ttAn heiress with an e~tate at Palisades, N.J.,, made an even 
' ' . 
i !" 

bigger killing. She was willing to settle out or court for 
I 
I 

$800,000. But becausJ a state senator was representing the 
I 

I 

family and no one.wanted to clash with him., it was decided to 
I 
I 

obtain a legal condemnation. The taxpay~rs coughed upto $1.6 
, I 

I 

million - double the! price." 

I 
I 

If only the-Highway Depart~ent itself was involved, statements·of such 

origin and character would/ nQt warrarit response. But Mr. Anderson's 

attack also implies that ~be_taxpayers suf:f.'ered unfairly_through the 
I 
I 

due legal process provided for the taking of property by the State. This 
I . 
! 

cannot remain unchallengeq.. 



I 

! 
As a. matter of actual fact,! not a single sentence of the entire paragraph 

I . . . . 
in the article quoted above/ is correct. The estate, ownedby Dr., and Mrs. 

I JohnC. Burnett., was located in Alpine, not Palisades .. The asking price 
I 
I 

, . . . . I 
was $3 :million., not $800,000. The "state senator" did not repres«:mt 

' i 
I 

. I . the owners until after conq.emnation proceedings were instituted and upheld, 
. . i 

I . . - ·.. . ..· over the owners' vehement objections., by the highest court in the State .. . . I . 

Prolonged litigationbefor~ Condemnation Commissioners resultedin an 
I . 

. . . . . . I . 
award of $1.2 million but t,he Highway Department considered this entirely 

I 
I 

. . . . . . I 

too high and appealed. A puperior Court Jury., upheld by the State Supreme . 
I 
I 

Court., • then set· the va.lue !or the property at approximately $1.6 million --
. ! ; 

but part of this sum was ~aid by the Palisades Interstate Park Commission 
I 

frO.lll private funds• 
I 
I 

'' 

. i 
I 

Even if the allegations bylMr. Anderson bore sotn~ sentblance:to r~ality, 
i ' ' ' ' ' 

their. place.in an article ~ealing with construction of the.Interstate 

System is open to question/. .The Burnett property was condemned as a 
I. 
I . 

step necessary to construc1tion of the Palisades Parkway. The acquisition 
I . . 

. I 
was a 100 per cent State project and Federal funds were not involved in 

I 
I 

I any way. 



' . 
I 

I 

I 
Mr .. Anderson cites Rep .. Blaitnik and his· associates as the · main source 

I 
! 
I 

of information. Tl4o teams ,bf investigators employed by the Blatnik 
I 
i . . . . ' . ' . 

Committee :reviewed the HighwayDepartment1s·riles pertaining to Federal 
I . 

I I . , , I 

. Aid projects for several monthso However, since the Parkway was not a 
• . . . . I . Federal Aid project., they br1d no occasion to review the Burnett file. 

1. 
I 
I 

I .. · .. ·.· The long and protracted le~al proceedinga, starting in 1952.,four years 
I 
I 

before the inception of the Interstate program, were given ample 
. . I . ·• ' - , . 

I 

. publicity at the time, but i1 t is difficult to .see how the facts then 
. . ' ! ', ,_ ' . 

I 
disclosed through swofn testimony could be m:i.sinterpreted,. 

I . 
I 

I A condensation of the even,s in this case., in chronolQgical order 

reveals: 
I 

May 1, 19,3 -- The then State Highway Commissioner authorizeEJ Right-of-
1 
I 

way Division to negotiate ~or 55 8cres in Alpine owned by Dr. and Mrs. . ' ' ' . i . 

John c •.. Burnett.; Preliminary estimate indicates c<:>st between $1,000,000 I . . 
The sum of $1.,0001 000 actually reserved for p'UI'chase. 

I 
I 

I .. · . '•.· .. ·· ', ' '' .... ' '! '. ' ' ', ' . ·.· 
~Y 13,-:195.3- Owners refuse verbal offer of $750,000 frontState. 

:,:_-,,. , __ .·,_ --- :, • I • • 

i 

T~E3µ"; ~sking price $J,OOO.,©OO. State repeats verbal offer in writi.ng 
. I 

. May .~5., pµ.t,, owners agai:rir+fuse. 
i 
i 

.. I . 

May 25, 1953 ..... State. Highr7ay Commissioner approves condemnation proceedings. 
· .. ·.• ' '.' ·,· . . ' ' i Owners obtain temporary in~unction fromJudge JohnC. Grimshaw, Jr., State 

I 
. I 

Superior Court's Chancery :pi-vision, restraining Highway Department. 
I 

I 

I 
I 
i 

' 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I , I 

'1 



.. I . 
Aug. 26; 1953 "".':" JudgeGri~shaw lifts restraint against condemnation of 

. . I 
22.acres rf3quired for actufl co:nstruction of Palisades Interstate Parkway, 

reserves decision on baJ.an.Je of property. Owners appeal.. 

f 
. . I ··. 

. . I . . . . 
Sept. 4, 1953 -- Superior fourt's Appellate Division upholds lifting of 

I , -

· 3:;estraint of condemnation 9f 2? acres. Omlers' a.ppeal certified to I • . . 

. Supreme Court •. 
l 
i. . I 
! 
I 
I I. 
I. 
1 · 

Jan. 111 195L. -- Supreme C~urt upholds lifting of restrai~t of condemnation 

of22 acres, permitting cobstruction to start. 
I 

i 
i 

- ' ,,, ' - . J ' ' - ' ,', ' .. ' 
.. · May 19, 1954 ..... Order ente1t-ed by Judge Grimshaw lifting .restraint on 

condemnation' pf' remaining b.3 acres in Burnett property on the b~sis 
.. ' .· j '' 
it will be landl.ocked. by ~he Parkway. ·. Owners appeal, but.• drop· case 

' ' ' 
., 

.. Juiy· 27, 1954,J 
j.· 

I. 
i ' ' ' ' ' 

(1JP to this pdin:t, ttle State was represented by former Judge .. ·.·- •. ··. . .. l ·. ·. ·. . . . . 
Francis Lloyd and th,~ Owners were represented by Mr .• Irving. 

. . . l :·. 
Rike:r, ·Esq. of Newart) 

·! 
i 
I 
I I . . . 

June· il, 19Sh -- . Superi9r;/-.99'-!J;'.f.Juclge Wallace Leyden appoints three 
. . .· .· - . . l· .. < ... : .. 

. · . ~A).itied. comemnation•~t••io~ers, 

~h .28., ~955 ~- gond~i;ioqJl6arli,gs begin, Testimo117 for owners sh<M! 

· t~p value of $'.2,7,30,J.45 J~tl~~~,;yaJti.e .of $2,46J,089.20 for land and ' 
' · .. ····· '•• ,'' ,,,, . i ,· · ..•.. ·.· ' ' ' ' 

· b,lJ;flding~ .· 911 l;>,a,s_:is ,of qfiginal e~ost. ·aJld . improvements • Testimony for . Stfl:te 
. •'· •. , , .. , ·.,. ·... . 

.:. , 1·· . 

. _ ah.ow~ rtiarl~~t vtdtie'. hr $.75p,ooo. · 
: . ·.· . . .·. . .· , , I .· 



6,, 

:!.)ec. e, 1955 -- Condemnatiop Commissioners award owners ;~~l,245,312.50. 

Deputy Attorney General fori State recommends appeal .. 

' 
I 

Jan. 7, 1956 -- Mrs. Burnett dies at age of Ah leaving property to 

Dr. BurnettG 

June 4-18, 1956 -- Jury trial before Judge Leyden and blue :ribbon. jury@ 

In his charge to jury, ~Tudge Leyden allows consideration of replacement 

cost of buildings less dep~eciation because of the "unique" nature of the 
I 

dwellings, which could not fbe classified architecturally .. This was the 
I 

first time in New Jersey t*at the "unique property" theory was applied 

to dwellings e. 

June 18, 1956 -- Jury returns verdict of $pl,585,6oo. Deputy Attorney 

General recommends appeal, •authorized June 21. 

l1ay Jl., 1957 -- New Jersey.Supreme Court upholds jury award, adding 

interest which bring the total price to $1,617,081.79. 
I 

June 14, 1957 -- Left no alternative, state Highway Commissioner 

approves fin~ settlement ~s of June 21, 1957. 

June 26, 1957 -- Check it;1 the amount of $ill, 770,.99 received from 

Palisades Park Commission:to defray portion of cost of acquisition. .. ' 



I 

(Mr. Riker and then State penator Walter H. Jones represented 
j 
I 

the owners after condeTTmation proceedings began March 28., 1955., 
I 

I 
I 

Deputy Attorney Genera=,. William J. McCormack represented the 

State.,) 

I 

October 15, 19.58 -- Negotia~ions with Palisades Park Commission 

for utilizing excess Burnet~ property for Park purposes 8 

Oct. 1959 -- Dr .. John Burne:tt dies at age of 72 .. 

Nov. 17, 1959 -- Bids on d~molition of buildings. Low offer $29,600., 
! 



APPENDICES 

1. List of newspapers utilizing "Parade"• 

2. Excerpt from letter by A. E. Johnson, E~ecutive Secretary 

of the Association. 

J. Copy of telegram to Rep. Blatnik from J. o. Womack, 

President, American Association of State Highway Officials. 

h. List of Exhibits. 

Notes All court procedings are listed under the following 

Docket Reference Numbers 

A. Condemnation complaint by State - LJ08-53 
B. Burnett injunction against cor:demnation - 01922-52 
c. Jury Trial - 12890-S.5 
D. Appeal by State - A72.5-55 
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SlrATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

I
/ DWIGHT R, a. PALMll!:l'I, co1,1M1i,1110N111~ 

TRENTON as 

I 
I 

. I 

I 

I 

Commissioner Palmer 
i 
I 
! 
I 
I 
I 

February 7, 1962 

PARADE is a weekli magazine supplement published by Parade 
Publications Incoxfporated of Mew York., This supplement is 

.·. utilized by 51 ne.Jspapers in the United States. According 
to the Internatio~al Year Book (1961 edition of Editor and 
Publisher) these papers are as listed belows • 

I ·, , , 

I 
. I 

Akron Beaco~ tfournal (Ohio) 
Albuquerque l Journal (N .M.) .· 
Allentown Gall-Chronicle. {Pa. ) 
Asheville Citizen-Times (N.C.) 
Baton R~Ugt!):Advoqa.te (Tul .. ) · 
Beaumont . E.nt,erprlse ·.(Texas}. 
Binghamptori1Pr~ss (N.Y'o). · 
Boston Glob~ · · .. • . · 
BridgeX>ort fost. (Conn.,) 
Buffalo Coutie.r-,Expre.ss 
.Cedar Rapids Uaz:ette ( Iowa) 
Charleston Gazette-Mail (W .. Va.) , 
Ohioagq S~-Times .· 
Dayton News/ · •· ··. . . . .. 
Denver Roclcy' Mountain News 
Detroit Fr~e Press 
Erie Times .. News 
Evansville !courier and Press (Ill.) 
Fargo Forunl: (N .D.) •. I 

! 
I 
I 

Ol. l'li!i'U l'U!/\S!! ft@l'llt T~ 
I 



. ·,· .· . ' 

Oormdssioner.PQ.lmer --- retmtaaey: 1i 1962 

i 

I -l.--
1. 

-· I - I 

: · Fort .Wayrie JoJtial-Oazette (In~,) 
·-·Fort•,:Worth Star;..Telegram .(Texas) --
Fresllo Bee ( Call.if .J- __ ·- .. _ , -. --

_ ·Greenville tJewr ( S. C.,) _ _ •·- -_•- _._ 
'·Harriaburg Pa1;r;ot-:-~ews -_ (P••l-_ •.·. 
__ Hartford Courant ( Oonn., l _ _ --- . •· -
Honolulu. Star-~lletin (Hawaii,) -- _ - _ > 

_ · :tndiartapolis T~mes _- -- _-- -- ._ · - . · •- _ · · _. •• 
-- Jackson Clarion

1 
__ ~tedger/Dail1 Ne,,& .()Hsa.) -__ . -

Jamaica Lorig ]sland Pre1:1~- •· -- . :_ : _ · ·-- __ 
· Knoxville New~ Sentinel . • · - ___ · ·-

Linqo~~ Jo_1irn_ --~-1-St_ ar (Neb.) - · > -· -' 
Li tt1e· Rock Galzette -- - ;. -- , - -

' tong Beach In~eperident. '.Prei;ls~'l'ele:grN!l >. 
- Ma __ con ~el-egr_. ·a~b and News(oa.J · 

_ J.,:adison S_tate /Journal (Wie..) · ____ -
-- -- __ ·Jitiami -Herald _ i . · - -
' -__ · ___ -- Mociesto J3ee: (qalii'.) -. - __ _ 

--- Newark Star~tedger --_- _ _ _ . --- .. • -_ 
·•New Bedford, S~andard Time$ (~asa.J' 
_ Newport rJews-.ltampton Press (V'•11J 
Oakland T.ribu,e .{Calif.) - ·; _ -__ -__ -- -
Pasad1:1na Indf>ljlendent., Star .Me_ws , 
Peort• _ J01.trrial..;Sta:r _ •· ·- .--- --_ · 

... _• Pott~·hd, 'reletre.m ' (Mai11e) ---_-
. ·_ P°'ttllltd ~~g~rdan · · 

-Reading Eagle 1 (Pa.)_- ____ _ 
- 'Riverside Pres$--E;nterprise (Calif.) -
· -: ' San Fr•heiscoj· ()tu:-dntcl, ·-
- Seattle .. Times! · - · - -
' Sy:racuse Pc,sti.standax,d '; 
wastµ.ngtori · st~r & -Post_·•· 

·- • , ' - •• > •• 
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I 
I 
I 

. l .· . . . .. . 
EXCERPT FROM LETTER OF FEB,U.A.RY $, 1962 TO ALL MEMBERS, AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 

OF .. STATE HIGHWAY OFFICIALS~ . . 1· 

I 

II I . ..· ....... i ....... ·. •·• ·.· . : ·... . · ... ·•·. < · .. · .· . . . . 
• • • I am sure that all· o~lyou;· J;>y this t;!.,e, bave heard b~ the·· stoiy, ''TheJJreat 
Highway Rob1:>ery11 • .. It wa13,,¢nrrled it1 the .~ARADE: Magazine in the Sund.BY papers Yes• 
· terday, Qn February 4. Itl wru:1 .sµpp.osed ta have a reading• audience 0£ sQme 12 mil• 

. I , . , , , , . . • • •. .. . . .... · • . Hotl people. • .. · lt is a vei-y,vielott.$• indicting article, and enclosed :ls a telegram 
that was sent to Chairman ~ltttnik t~is mor1ting. I have $Bitted the impression! front 
talking to the Blatnik St;l(ff • thatr tll,ey regl:'et th«! article vexy much but assume ·· 
DQ responsibility for it ~n any ~ay. • . , . 

. It is my personal 
requested. 

I. · ... • .·· • .,· >:• ·.,· ·: ·•··.. . .. . . . . . .· •· ••'• .. op:lirif.on that we will not hava .4 -pul)lic ·statement made ,11s I . . .· ·.·•·.·. .·., .·,· ... ,·:.·· ... , ... ,··,·· . .. . 
! . 
I 

' _', ' . ' . ,' ,_. ' . j ' .-· '.. . '' ,· ,• . ' ' ·: .' __ -··.,' ,--·' . :·i.'.. . ·: __ .- '' _.-_. :' '<·-: ' ' 
Each and every one o{ the Blattlik Commit1:ee hearings acts to create more and 

more federal control overtourprogratl).,. and it is-regrettable that certain acts con• 
tinue to give rise to add.itional h~artngs., · · · · · · . . . . . ·.· . I· . 

. I am tltoroughly convtnced that there is a well•ptann.ed, t-1e~l .. financed power pl4f 
in operati91ithat is anti~highway, and it is being mani_fested· in manyways. The · 
PARADE art;:$.~lemight well/ be one such example. · 

' : . 

, . . . ·.,.,.. .···. , . ; . , , . .· .. , . . ·. . , ···• .. . .. ·. · ... , ··.. . . : 
.. I would.ltop.~ that th~· attached telegram is given wid~ dlstribut.i..011 in your 

Depttttment and to th~ .~re~s in your State.· · · · , . .. . i ·, 
.'' .. ·' • : ' • < • ,.· • -~ " -,_.;' ,:1 : ,.- • ' 

. ·. . . · I n!ted. thftt Jt1C>rningi; in · the ·. Mearing Roottt, . that. the s.taft seented to be very 
public::tty•ndrided &Si,fo~/the first time• anu.nusuat. amount of space was reserved 

• .for the Pr~ss t.lUd .·· seats ,e.r~ actual1y reserved for certain members °'£ the Press~ 
.No .doubt,. tlle. J.'AMJ)~ .• art~cl~ ~ontribute4 to this unusual interest p.n· thepart 
.Qf> the Press· ·f9r. ~!1~,;;C!Ut;~qx.t :Blt\tnik hearings •. 

I 
l . yotsr s ve~r-,ruiy, · ~:~~-·· _, ______ ___ 

. A,. E. Johnson .. ·' Exe~utiJ' · Secretary 
.. / 



AMERICAN ·ASSpCIATlOl'l. OF. STATE HIGHt,!'AY OFFlCIAi.S 
917/ NationalPress )3uilding. · 

· . I Washington 4• D. ~• .. 

Honorable John A, Blatnik 
House Office Building . 
Washington~ D. c. I 

I 
I 

I . . 
I . 

·. February 5 , 1962 
'Washington; D. · o. · 

.. .Reference is made to. articl~ .t~ the Feb,:-uary 4, l962 PABADE.Mag~ine, .. · .. 
"the· Great Highway Robbery'', by Jack Anderson. and !ts attributing certain state• .. 

. · inettts / through direct and ~ndirect quote. ancf irifer!!!nc:e, to you· as Chairman <,f. the 
. lrivest:lgatlng Committee an4 to1 the House investigad,ng staff. · ·.. .·.. . ·· ·· .· i,. 

': • • •• • •• • ' ;- .. • • • •• ' ·-: ., • • .• • • •• , _;_. ••• ." • • • • • .: :·' •• • • • • • : •• ·• • •• -::_- r • 

.. · The article recounts ~gain disclosurefj of ~ong doings lllade public in yotJr 
· Cotnnd.ttee' s hearings•.. We do not in any ~ay ,condone these wrong .acts: and regret 

.. them. · We admit that we witl probably have the ~ormal percentage·. of: our peo.pie 
.·. yielding to temptation tha~ H .. ,!01::1lld_ p.ther grQups. and e.nde~or.s.- , We are try• 
·· d,ng to keep the pereentage7to ··'i'.'.'11,iihfmtifu;.''r:,,i; · · •l"f• · 

• . 1·· • . 

i .· . . . .· •. . ·. ·. . ·., · ... /.. . . 
'rhe article also desclibes some acts no.t yttit made publi.'c tbtciugli Commit:tte 

hearings, but evidently disclosed.to tha writer·of the article by staff • 

.. ' . •·· · .. We' are of. the 01>.:t.~ion,l:thJf ·~ij~~F.~~~~fll~~- t_o: 11«JJ:,';~een Since;e1
, obje~Hvei 

-~d. constructive. ·:.·we do nft ',~·el'i~Je,::th~.,co~~t~e.'s f,in'1~ngs .to date;~nf!ica:te·· _< 

.. ~ll~t: half of. tile Countey',sJ:lt;gnway ·~~fi;~ill-!, s1?,9iJld :t~i.t~l. · this ::1,s a ser .. 
. ibus • indictment. · f • ;er;; 

' ... We believe that a reiltitrefy i~a1Lper~:;~1ge· of .those engaged :ltl the· high~ 
. way ptogram. is respomd.blej for,the•.c:t':t·.t~efsm;iu\d ·t~at'the:·vaifo majoritf Eir~ . · 

· ded•icated competen.t public I aer:v:ant:s. · We b~Ji.eve th~t you pt1~9-qn~lly sln.tre tll4s 
Vie.w. I •.. · .' .. ' • 

. I. 

·:. . . ''• . : · .i. .. ,. ·:·...... .· . . ....... ·. . . . ' .... '. ' ·. :. .. 
. PARADE is widely tircµlated ttid x-ead and.lf the $.t"l:f.cle is left unchallenged:, .• .· >~~-- vicioqsness will <lo ir~eparable damage .to the ·highway prosr:~m and to tlt~ ·. · ·· 
'i:eputatt9ll,'.Of':ln&\y fine ,pu~lic s~prant;s and wilt,. add materially to the cost of 

· tt\e' progr~ •. · · · . · I .. . .. ···· · • . · . ·.. • .·· ... ·. .·· · .· ... · ·· · · 

:,>;:, . ·.:({~~ ~~ld hope ~nd we ~espectfully .·. req~est ·ti\~~ you ~ake the oppt>rtu1;1U:y 
·,.;., at. t~~/1Pe*!~8 0£ your Courittee's hear~n~s tbi~ Jllq.rni11g to·¥Jet,-the re-cord 

< straight itt.·a public state~ent. 
j · J, c~ ·wo1'iActt . · . . · .. · . · 

President; AMERlCMJASSOC:tATION.OF 
.· STAIE HIGHWAY. OFFICIALS . . 

I 
I 



b. 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 

I LIST OF EXHIBITS 
I 
I 
I 

... > .i . · ... · ··•···. . .. . ·. . · .. · Decision to apprr:Lise [Burnett propertf, ~uguat lb, 19$2 
. . .. ·. .. I 

Owner's cost figures~ March· 18, 19,J 
I 
I 

Request for rigllt,...or;way approval, indicating owners' refusal to ' 
I 
I 

permit surveys, April 29, 195.3 
I_ ii 

, I .-

. Approval to negotiatr, May 1, 19.SJ ... ·. 
S. Written offer to· awtters, May 2>, 19S3 

I 

8. 

10. 

11. 

Approval to condemn,! May 25, 1953 
I 
' 

Decision upholdlng ~ondemnation,; May 101 1954 
I . . 
I 

Ratification of conqemnation proceedings, June 3, 1954 . 
I . 

Appraisal by State ,ngin.eer, November 5, 1954 
, I 

(outside apprad.sals / made both previously and subsequently) . 
! 

Letter of po:J.icy fi•?m Palisades :Interstate Parle Commission, July 18, 1955 
I 

~Analysis of testinlo~at. condemnation proceedings with ®pporting 
I . 

,· .. I 

figures, October 31~ 195.5 .. 
I 

• I 

12. · Recommendation to appeal condemnation award, December 8, 19$5 

11.,. 

14. 
Appeal authorized,· 

1
December 8, .195> · 

·._. ·.' f :- ' ' ,- ' 

Analysis of jury v«:1rd:lot June 19, 19~6· . ·. ·•. I . .. 
I • 

Depa.i-ture or owner l Ma;r 29, 19$1 
·· .. · ... · . > . I·. ·. . . · .. Rec.ommendation to pay- jury award approved June 13, 19,7 

I 
I 

Receipt of check f~om Palisades Interstate Park Commission, 
. i 

18. Newspaper files. 

July 26, 19$7 



Memorandum 

1 
I 
I 
I 

: fbtuht nf N rm :?Jtrtntg 
I 

STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTl'viENT 
I 

I "'· J. ii.nm:,,;-, COMM1$Siomm 

: nu:NtON I 
I 
I 
I 

Ur., J. J., Newmark: 

Palisades I.nteratate 
Park11'1'ay" 

August 14th,1952 

At: the request of Mr,. Morgan of the Palisades 
~terstate Park1 Commission, I have a.greed to .have 22 acres, 
more or less, o;f the Burnett property located in Bergen Count,y 
on the propose~ line of ·tne Palisade Parkivay appraised and an 
offer made for :the purchase of this propert,y 11 

It will be necessary to have outside appraisers 
as I feel quits sure that before we can acquire this property 
it will go to qondenmation,. I spoke to Mr., Lincoln about this 
yesterday when :he wao in my off:i.ce~ 

Ge: Co1nndssion~r Abbott 
Mr. Fritzsche 
Mne Hulse 
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Mr. J.J.Nemnar~s 

• .I. Jl\l!JS0,1', CO\l!lr.!ISi!!IOHl!!lk 

'l'l'l Ei>.l'fOl'J t 

Palisades Intersta1 
Parkway~ 

· ~r.. Burnett called last evening. and stated he 
had a firm or ~ublio accountan:t.s audit'hiebooks which showed 
that on the SJ 1acres he owns along the.Palisades in Bergen 
County he has actually spent ol) improvements and cost or thf 

. land $2.,450.,691.22. He carries ;insurance on the property in 
· the •ount of .~9511700, and his premiunt amounts to $5~:,900;00·. 

I 

. [ I am oncy giving you this as a. guide., :i.f we 
have to go to 1ondemnat:t.on on this property. 

·, 
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. Oct· Commissioner Abbott 
. . I 
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E .. W. Kil . trick· · 
State Highway Engineer 



App~oval ot General Propex-t7 
/· , .· . Parc~l M~p · · · · 

I.. -.;;;~ · · Pa.if13.ad.aa I.nters. tate. Pa;rkwa;r 
. . .. .. Ne.w Jersey,. Sec. lH . • .. 

&t/ntt .nf Ntm 3Jtrs.· , 8· .Station 422+00 to Station . ·. . . - · ·... . . .· ·. . · ·, ,512+0.; Grading, Bridge an~ 
STAT~ HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT Pa,v1ng. . . . . r• J. ABBOTT, CoMMllllSIONEIII , · . 

. j TA ltNTON t · 
.·.+··. 
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. MEl"'vI08ANDUM 1. . . . . .· '· ... ·, . i•·· 

. Mr. E. W • Ktl~atJ?iok:[: . . _ " 

. (·Parc·~·1 1t~:et~!ll~:~r; ,J!!j!~.if oww., :he. ~urnet .. :ropert7· .. 

· · . Since· perm:tissiorc·to ,ttlake .high:way s1irveys• was -. 
denied, it wa··· S•.'1l8Ce~1· at\.r. -. t.¢,m'k.~, ;~, ~e. n''.l'.l~ive des.1grf at, th.is 

location •. It. 11> i!ho~;d • come to pai,s ,1;;~~ t1>e n8oes:ky right . 
of way can be acquir~d. by a.gre~men~, .,'fihE:ln .t;or · reasons of'''eeonomy 

.. ·_., .. _ • _ it will beconie neoes,1;1ry to_ ch9:ngt:3 .Ef,id g_~!:l-~gp; and a;,~Q ·tg .· .. ····• ·• 
· .. ·· .. •·. reduce. the. sine of the .. • taking. ··-. --•·-. ; ·· · . . . . .· . • . . I . . . . . . .. · ·. .··· , , 
; . , , If, howeveJ, thi~. is 1.mpo,ssibl~,, 'th~•'. $,.~ate will :ba.ve 
··. . , to resort to oonde.ll1tl~tion and tll.is· in t'h~ qU;lttk~:(Jt pe>s.~1b,1.e time . ' 

> . '.b8Q8.US8 of the,• urgent Ja.88d for clearing the\ ~~)';::ro.r construction.· 
, . . ,.. . ·. I . · .. _··- .... ·.· .. ·. ··-. ...... . ·; .. · </ . .·. ·-

.•. · > .,., :>::'.:> . Your. approyal.o::f this,ma.p f~ ;re.qu.eia:ted. .~nd }t is . •. . ,>· .,{ r,~comi,nend~d that it li'e forwarded to .. ~•.•• N~'l,iUl~rk ,for s~bmisaion 
> to the Oomm.:l.se loner for his approval,. i'Ori t~e. setting up of · · 
, funds and for authorif_ty to acquire )he n~c~a,sary right of way. 

i 

·RV:et 
CO: . Mr. N~W!Tlark 

.... · ... ·. . . ' .. .. . . .. 
. : . . ·, ,, . 

·.· ·.· . . . ' . ·. 

·.··· 
·.· " 

, , 

. .... . _,/ . ·r: 
. ,· . . '. 

' 
I 

. o. H. Fritzsc e 
Dirootor,Division of.Roads 

\ 
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.. .. '\" •••• _ ••• • , FOL!L.HERE_ ...... 4f ........ •::...~-•- "'--"...l>-~---~"'_..,_..__... ....... _.'.eOLtL~HERE ............. ·@,~ ,c,. ..... " .... , ~-

. ,. 

For a.ct ion, b~ State Highway Comm1ss19ner -$ /', 
• I · : MaY.: 1 1953 .... •. . . ·.· .· · . To . R .• J, Abbott 

Commissioner 
i •--·• • '.i"·.-- t, -_:~- ,. .• .,e-1 ·® ..-_. ~: ·• •-:o _·0 a - \!ii_ • •· • • • 

. COUNTY OF BERGEN 
. .. . ·. . .i • . . . •.. ·.·· .• . .• ·- .·· .•· 

. . . There is pres.entpd a Map . of the Burnett pro.party on 
Palisades·. Interstate Park~ay, Section l'.H, Station 422.+00 t9 Station 5.12+0 
together with m~morandum from Mr., o .. · H@ Fritzsche, '. Directo;\, Division · , . 
of Roads, which has been f:3.pproved by Mr. E" W. .. Kilpatrick, State 
Highw~:1 Engine er• ·· · i .. •.· ·. •·.. . ·.· . . . . 

It ls recommende~ that this Map be .. approved., and. authority · 
gra.n.te .... d t.o .ne··.·gottate f.o.r.·-.~.h ... · .. ·~· ... l.·.equi .. sit. ion of' the pr·o··.p·er·t.·.•.y. owned·•·. by.·. · John c. & Cora B .. T. Burntti'I ltying ea.at of Route, 9vl, · designated as 
Parcel #1 on said Map. .1 · .'. · ., . .• ·. .: . · 

. I 

The estimate.d 
$J..,5oo,oo.o.. Author.ity 
at th:l,s. time. 

I .. · ... 
co1st for Parcel #l .1s .between., $1 41 000 1 000 a:rtd 
is1 requested to set .up the sum of $1.,000_,000 

I 

MAY4-195l . 

f\PPROVED 

>MAY 4-1~'.53 
@,cticin C,,;m~.t ,~;Q · . ... . 

.. ' '_.- ~-;;:~\~/!~~t· ,,:·,_~~ 
', •HUlf~~:t11·~., .. a}ao_feHUUl!'d9·•lil~~Git•o" 

\, S<Kr•I-IIY 



·COPY.FOR 

Dr. John o. · i:lUrnot\ & 

I 
I 
I 

Pal:tr.J~'l.dea l):1'r.~;1";)t,itt,//JI V~:d,,vq 
So,Jhlon. 
Pf1X'(H!il l, 

I JOlm o~' r}~ 
. ~h:h uf N tiu r1uty 

I 

STAi'"E HIGHWAY DJE.:PARTMENT · 
R . .I, Al!lil\Ol'T, COl\tMl!l<!IION~~ 

• TRiiNTCiN W 

Mr11h .·.· Cora !i!l. T,. l'li:1.rrui1t.t 
Borouitn . of ,J\l;plno I NO\'I · Je:11~ey 

l)t,ar sir ,1ml · ?.iadamt . 

ln thi., oom1t1"Uct~ion of. 'tht'I . ral:1.(,$.de!:i ln'torirt.nto l?arl~~l~) Si,otion 
lH., ext.end1.nt{ from about. .f~tr.itio:n h22-ll-OO tp nhout Stutien Sl~!#:>, it it, found 
neoosuarJ to iM.tq,u.tro a ociitt,nin p~rcal t1f l.i\n<:\ locnted ,.n th~ I:Ct!'OU(l:h of 

. Alpioo, 0,;unt.:,,- of :i.;er{;Qn, mid f,ttd:,10 o! !;f.lw J{':fl:"ll~Y.- ct ~,h.tcn iou 41"$ re.1,utttd 
to bo t.hG <:iffll$l'8e . 

! 
i 

. . . The land which }h0 St.'l·~e dcdr~~ to t'.orf1.d.:r$ in te,1 ls dfJS:ii,':n.'ltad 
o.c P.aroel 11 ·.tlJld im outl.i.~od in %'Eid. on the enclo:Jt:1d xiu:t;,1 tnd .lJ.t'lri 11:,ist. 0£ 
itou.to 9-':'i• · · 

In tho prCJ,1:h!in~-ry neg<)~;;l.'.\tlonr, ti,:?twoC!n oor re;:resm1tativea and 
your Attorn.11!!:v,·s 011 Wt,dJ10t)c.~:t, l2>.y lJth, rlt ·r,h:tctl nr. 13'.tt·nctt was pres,:;nt, 
a ~'Ult\ of' Jn,n,ooo vmo 0•1i:;rc::it~d Ti.Lth:,ut, p:t1)ojt11:l.ioo il$ ,'l br:i.:31~ of ~o!;tJ.Gimont 
f Q~ t,t111 ~o,;~t~sit.ion in f oo or 1:,ho ori:~i'L"o prop-1:1rty· inoludt~J in I'~reol 1. 
?his 1$ ·,n~itton co.nf:Lt1r}ition of tho ouggoiJted 06t"tlo1ncmt. without proju,11ce. 

).',. • ,',,[."-•.' ."·, ' I 

. . ' ·.· .1 . . . . . ,· ,• . . .· Wt, _h:ivo !::\¢;en ndivltit:;c:l t!11•ou(;h your Attoml)y l:iy p:1ono t.ba.t ·t;.hia or .. 
.fer ~i ~\),t a.coopt,ab~ tcri;,rolt_. W'li;. to d~to no othl$l~ acceptr.1.bl:i baid .. 1 oi' 9¢lit.-
tlemoot .f<>:r tho con'\1'1;\}'~nde in J.'ee of' thb prop~r·ty ~e.~1uir--;;HJ 1 1;:.a. ~;;1o-rtn on 

· th'l f'iltl.Pi haa bec .. n ·:preaon~d on yol.U'" bohali". 

'11$ ha.vo thoroforG ttast1med. th:J:t a. 00t tl<,1,1ont, by A(;rec.r\cnt C(!.lt."l.tit. 
b& reao.lu~d, rold' o:ond1.1;~..11t,tloti p1-ocG1odin,t;$ wlll, as a r.m.tter of nooeaalty1 
tie · instit.utied. · · · · 

Wo W01.ud apprccis.~@ l~etU"ing from :')'OU by rotw.-». mail i,!' )'CU cktsire. 
to pi"esent. any e~t:ta:fact.ory :Pt-opooa.1 ao a pot.1siblo hasi.s tor 4cqu1.,1tion 
ol this p:t"Opo:rty P"./ agre~rien:e:,. · 

Enol. 
co a Rikttr, r::ntery . & · _D:mTe; E~qs., 

V't:ilx:y tni~ y¢urliJ• 
S1A'TE UIGHWA Y ·.· DEPAJt1rMCtft 



: / . ', . _' . . 

·• ;,. "• •••••••.POW HERE." nlh• .:.,'a••••••~·•°''""• ~'.0.11 .FOLD HERE,.• h,.,, • 0 ~,.,<I•-"'~ (. 
I -__ _- - - - -_ -

· Fo:r action ~Y _st~te Highway Commissioner 
.I . - ·5 '-s -- - . I 

·,, To I Ro J.· Abbott 
Commlssionor 

: •.. ~>: •2• t . ;9. } . •. ' •. , . 0 •••• 

I 
. I -- - - - . • •. 

. _ . , _._ _ 
1
coTJN'i-X OF $ROEN _ 

- . - . __ · - ·, I - . . ' . ·- - . -_ .' - . - --- I 

There are presented a1na.p /and description of the John o. and Cora B• T. · 
' Blrilett property, Parcel 1, lying Ea.st of Route 9-v1, on the Palisades Interstate 

ParkW'ay, Section lH, together li'f.Lth estimates, appraisals and other data. · . 
- I 

I , 

Negotiations were conducted with the owners through Dr.. Burnett and Irving , 
, Riker, Esq., of the £im of Rifer., Emery & Danzig, based on a tentative offer · 
- of $750,000 for the entire property included in Pa.reel 1., lying F,ast of· Route 
9-W. The attorneys., on behalfi of the owners; refused the o~fer, and refused 
to state the price th.at they wpuld accept. _ - : !' · -· . ' · 

! 
- - . _ I .. - - ·. . -_ --- , __ - -._. - - - ' _ Authority is therefore re4uestec1. to institute condemnation proceedings for 

the acquisition in f'ee simple pf this entire property designa;ted as Parcel l 
on the map, required for the cbnatruotion and improvement of the Palisades In-
terstate Parkway, Section lH., i · -- · -·. · 

Chief R_ •. W. -En 

APPROVED•:,.· ,,,.;,·,.t,~4t.,.:.~~~~~!::.1:~':£.I.._, 
ACTING _ S t!a t. e 



- - . - -._ I cau :a. r. rrumni:1T and .romi 
o. BURNETT, i 

I 

Plaint:U'.ft~ [ · 

'VGo I 

I 
ruJtSFOru> J. ABBOTT, ind:l.am.vally 
· -And ai, Stat@ Highway Oor,11hi$~i<mot"1 t 

. -- I - . 

II 

_ JPEiU'.00 COt:Rl' or UEV{ JEn!?!\.Y 
CIU:NCtn:x .f)IifISI ON §i 13 moEtl OOUHl'l 

, Dock<ilit llo .. c; ... 1922-52 

Oivil Aot.ton 

McMORANDUlf 

Not.· .tor Publi~.a tion Without 
. thit Approval of the Commit:tee 
on Opinicms"' 

mrmnoRz u. f·'Ali:;:iONS, _ E!'.:<J., Attornoy Oaneral ot New Jero•:, 
. by FR,\NClSI V. D., LLO"ID_. Jf.og_., . 

I . . . 

i 
11'************ 
I 

ORIMSUAW, J • $ • C • 1 

I 
In £urtlwrano11ti ot 1h(!t oonstruotion ot tho Palinadt !nt.~rst•te Parkwq, 

I • - - - . _-

authorized byL. 1947, a.I 74 (rt. s. 27,6,.,l), &o.)9 the Stato fU.ghwa7 Commiaeioner 
'. ' '1,.· • ' ' ' ,'_ ' • 

. . - I . - . . ·. . . 

doterm1n4lld to .acquiro SS :a.eras Q£ lnnd bolonz1ng tQ tho_ plalnti.t't Cora. B. Te _ 
. i ' 

I Burnett. To prevent the Cpmmitmioi~r- from co.:r¢ng out hia det.-wrn1na.tion the 
I -- -- - - _-- - - -.- - -- -. plaintitto instituted thi~ action in wblch the;;t scl!lk a judgm11tnt cloclaring;,that. the 

,,,, .• I _ is - _ _ 
pr'oposod action ot tht Co1nmiad.onor/imro.lld &nd "'1.GO onjo:tning Min from px,oceoding 

• I . 

lf1 th condomnation procll"*1,ncs. Plaintit!o all.ego as grounds tor thoir complaint th.a,' 
. . . ' .. ' i . ' . . .·_. . -·.·· _--- .' . . . ..... _· . . ., . ' 

the detann:b1ation ot the Cotnmis.t,ion~r to. take ·theit' property wao not. reached in good . 
; . . J . .. ·.·- ... __ · ·_ ... · . •-- . 
tuth 1n tho interent ot 1th& _Suto l:ll.ghw~ Syot-er.1, but W4\1' tnrluenood b1 yie int~es~ 

I • • 

. I . . . . 

ot tho Palisade lntoratat!o. Park ConiJllitrn:lonJ that it itnpot1es a !':llWlcial btll"den on th11a . I , . 

State 'Without commensutiaJo benefit Md that it, io not within t~e pOW¢r ot the 
I - _- - - - . 

-- l - -
Committsionel" mid itt opprsiui.1. vo 111 

I --- • . The dafonda.n:li Cominis sioner moves tor . summary- jude,m.Gnt. _ 
- - - I - - -( . - --_ -- - . -- -_ -- -- - ---- - - -

It mu~t bs Q(:jnceded that tht Sta to Uigh\'ra.y Commurnioner f.afl mple 

statutory authority !'or ~ho cotJ.tise which. he prop!)sed to '{furaue. n. s. 27s6, n. S. 271 
. -I 

The tacts wo not> in dib~uto. · _ 'l'hore!'ore, the quet\tion is whether tho rooord. e.xhibi•i,, 

I 1. 



, I 
a state ot tsu1ta from whi,h it might. b, otmoluded t,hat tht Oom,-niadOMr ruui been· 

guilty of a palpable abuoo o:t cU.noretion. C.U,t ot ~l0irtatk v. I. Jit; turnpike 
I . 

i 
AuthorJ. ty-, 7 Nuf. 377 (Su~. at. 19>lh 

I 

No 1.ui•M purr,ooo m:.ruld b~ o•:t'Vll)d b7 d ct.ailed. roci taU.cn· of 
! 
I . . , . . 

the tact.a. Sutlioe it. to sq tb».t l have bo~in unable to t.lnd ,M,J ~v.ldonoe .whatever 
I 

ot a lack or good. faith o* the pttn of tht Co·mmi!!lsiono:r. Undor $\lah ciroumatanoe1 
. I . 

tho Co~ w.Ul not interfere. nurmtt vfll Abbott, .14 N.J. 291 (Sup. Qt.,., 19$4). 
I 

Theretore, t.be:re wi U bil 3uc1gmont .for th~ detaind.ante 

J>at.• e Mq 101 19.54 

I 
I 

.. I 
I 

. I 
i 
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For aotionl by State Highwo.y Oommias:f.oner 

TO Dwight R .. G. Palmer I 

Commissioner June 3, 1954 
. i 

I COUNTY OF BERGEN 
i There is presented a commtmication from Judge Franc:J.a V0 D. 

Lloyd dated June 2, 1954,/ together with map and description of the 
John C. and Cora B. T .• Btµ>nett property- - Pa.reel 1/1 1 ],.ying east o:f 
Route 9W on Pru. isades In~erste.te Parkway, Section lH .. 

I . . . . 

. On :May 26, 1~53 Acting State Highway Commissi. oner E. w. 
Kilpatrick authorized th~ institution of condemnation proceedings 
for the acquisition in f~e simple of this entire property., required 
:f'or the construction a.nd!improvement of Palisades Interstate Parkway 
Section lH. An injunct:tqn having been issued. :tn this case, the action 
was not then recorded in i the minutes of the State Highway Gommls sioner. 
However, the complaint w4ts fi:ted :ln tho Superior Court of New Jersey, 
Law Division, Bergen Cou~ty {flopket No. L 308-53) on September 9, 1953, 

, for the acquisition of 8fl 9~\)ltfte Burnett property, and the appoint-
ment _of Co7:®1issioners is! now •jl!P.1in~. 

It is reco1mn~nded'·tpa.t; the previous. action by Mr. Kilpatrick 
and the filing of tpe col)'lplai),tt both be ratified and approved as a 
matter of record, to be inclup.ed in the current minutes of the State 

· Highway Commissioner. / 



I 
! 

IJ!•:P1\ !U'M ENT;\!, FORM 

STATE··OF NEW :JERSEY lIIGI-IWAY l)EPARTMENT 
.. ·-~-" 

NOTICE! To The Apprnise1·; 

Analyze .and show on this Ap-
praisal: 

1 Value of entire property-,-
land, buildings and other 
improvements. 

I 2. Value of remaining property . 
. 3. Value of part tak<l"n and 

damage to remainder. 
4, Sign and certify to the ~P-

praisal. 

' 

APPRAISAL OF PROPEHTY 

Route No?.ti.l~ .... Jr.tt..t ... XV:11'-........... Section No ...... J.Jl .......................... .. 

Parcels No ...... :l;., ........... , ............................................................................................................. . 

.. Tr~n\:9n ., ............. , ........... , N. J., .. M9V.9::rt.t>..9rS ............... , 195.4, ...... .. 
I h l 'f I I· I I · 1 .d f ·h - '"'"''ln?"hln . f Ho.rdln,., C f ere ,y cert, y Ull( er oat 1 t 1at am! a res, ent o t e ··--'"·"'·'· .......... tc .......... o ..................... 1:)............... ounty o 
.. M.o.r..r.lEL ................. and State ... ?f New Jersey, and that I al'n employed in the Highway Department of this 
State as ... ,.lls~ta ... J)lre:t,, ... x .. n;;d,n.eor ........................ ::.and have heen so employed, or in similar capacity, since 
.Dac.01.n,1er. ................... , 19 ~2 ........ , and ar\1 qualified to appraise the property to .. be. taken and damages caused, 
by virtue of .mY, .... k(iO.w.lqµ,,~9 ... ,Qf.. .... :r.qr1l ... Q.$_1;;0.:.~9 ... ·~.P4. ..... t,;r.(l,i:i.4~ ..... :~-~ .... P.l).rf.;~x.l ... 9..?_;:lI.~~;y, .... !8-:~.c; ............. . 

m:r .... o.xpe.r.lonoo .... l~ .... ~i?.f.'!J'.~.+.~.t P~ .... ~P-4 .... U9.!:''..9.JJat ~:J.;:~g .... P..~q_r.Jf~.~.~J.::l ..... ~£. .. .Pt~P.E>..l:".;'J'.t............. th at 
I have carefully examined the. constrit:1ction pfans and ·the _ property affected and to be acquired from 
Torm Q .. o.nd Cora n. '.l.1 • Bu.1".nottb• t•l· s ·f· -N., ·J · , ·I · 1 f R .. M ................. ,, ............................................................... , .......... •:· .. Y 1e. tate o _,ew ersey, as s1own on t1e map -or oute 

NJ?a..l. ... lnt ... r..wi f;ec .. No ........ lJL., ......... ; ...... , Par. No. : ..... l .......... ,, ....... , ........... : and that I have. carefully investigated, 
examined and analyzed pertinent andi available data and record of sales affecting the just value of this 
property, and appraise the property. as 1follows: 

r 
• . I 

r,.ocntod bohmen u., s. no:lt;~ 9::· .nnd thO top of' t.ho Pnltsades cllf.f., on the 
nor'thorly s ldo of nuol~:11an I1toad., .1n tbo :.::•oro1n:h of'. /,lp.tno, Bergon. _ COLlnty, 1s 
the. OS ti.d:,o or st~ .. b ,.u;ma·i ly rHf'IH'l"O(l to ns l,h(:) l)r•. Durno tt CH'.'Oporty. 
HoLi t.o ,y:.J is a. s t;nt:0 h,t,":hwny .fot",nin•-.: /Hn·t o.r ono of the 1n~:tnolpa.l. north• 
so1.1th Un:t ted f:t.u-tos hirr,,hv,o.ys.. Hucl:man · Hoo.cl ts u local r•oad oxtondlnp: frorn 
tho r:1..llroad sttttlon .:tn Cloater to tho top o.r tho l)alh1ad0s., Tho pori:.lon of 
this 1•0,,,d oas'c or 9YJ is lJ.ttlo ·.,1.sed, :,;,nd 1s ln poQr oondl 1;1on. 'l'lla pr•oporty 
enjoys ~n. excelleat pa :,orum.to vlow of the JLtdson ld. vor., 1 t;;s ens torn nhoro, 
Youkors, .pa1•t of ~',ost~chosl.;or CCL.1i,ty., a:d a dlstu ... t v1ow of Lo.,ig lsl11,J. ,Soi.1;.;d 

· 1•'rontar,•;o on 9w is a:.)o ,t 1,90,S feet. · Dspth on. Rll.ckman Road 1o a~)OLlt l,2l1.~ 
feot, and on the.noi;•thcrly!pro;w1--ty llna is ~'<:10\d:; l,J.l~2 feot. Ap;.iroxlm:::t.te 
fro:i:1cago aloni; tho i.'all::;udbs ls 1,900 .:root .. 'All of· ·tho p1•orjorty, oxc0pt 
alon~; tho clUT, is e!1.c.lon,:;d :.;y a 1;;oven vilre .fo:~co., su.rmountod ~;y. ~n,:1, ... :,ed 
wire. '£he gorge, ·or elt~ft~ 11frdch po.rtlnlly d1vldos th.o proporty into a 
.a:iorthorly tn1d a so:.;ithorly .jJOrl.;1o,:,,, 113 · c.1so closoci off by a woven wlro feuce 
to im..1odo acoes.s !':ro:n its vioath p.1, tho foot of' tho Puliuodos" 

' . 

Ji. wtd t;;,;. of about $0t) or- 60p .foot a.croon. tho ent:iro 110:t•thorly pot•tlon of the 
pro:?01.•ty has boen o:r..tennlvp_ly landscar.lod with <log•::ood, 1~hododo;.dron, lu,:i.rol 
o.nd othor plo.nti.t~s., 1·h0 ;t•QTJ:.".1..lnder of tho p1•0;-wrty has ba.en loft C,OJ:ol'.'r,lly 
in a vil .. g1n st1.lto, o,::.copt fo1 .. pa th!J, r,.nrrow drives and vat"io~rn ai:io.11 cloar-
1n,~o ror bullulwr,o. '.l.'hin l.:.o,t.a:tf~dor• ho.s boon. s.::n•ioJnly .uci;lectod sl.uco a 

. h,.t;r:too.ne lovalod. m.a.n.y of' ith..o · troos ln 19~0 tho doU1. ... .ta not ha v1c.g i.:oon re-
moved., 

In the northo:r-ly portlon oif' · tho p1"oporty a.re located the 11iain dwallinr-,, t:fr-'tr 
th.o top of' tho cl1.fi'; dlnibr~ hf.ill; opr•1.ng fed :.m::l.0rgro,u:..d rosorvolr in tlD 
nor-th·:mn torly- co1•no1;-- of th'e lt.li:~1; a stonO C1.-.:rnho1 .. no,u•by; a ltu•go roloforcc,d 
concrate swirw:11w::,; t)ool r:iat:fr tL0 res i.donco, for .. ;;: . .:,d in a crov:lco; I:\ 11 U11 s}1:: y>J 
p~roup connlstinr,; or offico;n, r'OI)O.ir ti.nd storage chops, electx•.lcal control 
shop., r.;achlno sl,ops, o.u:~1:•tmc.:ts .for rosidei~t holp., otc; o.r;d !:.J.etn.y othor nln-

1 I • collo.rwO;lS bui dili5:.4., 



) .. • 

... ·•·· · .. ·. .· I . .; 2.,,; · 

·•· All ot ·tlie bu.lldingo atte 1ovorfd:otdguoC, ,u, to 11~ .. a.rid. type· ~qt matorta.1. 
·. The aroht teotux-~; foltov{irt~ doel~na prepaJ-0d by JJ;rs .• Burnett, 1a ao un• 
· :•,\f.hJQ\ that 1t W~Hlld .. rrmrkedly tj-rroct:,. tho· m1:1rk~1:.ab111t1 ot. tne PJ:'~1.)$l"ty. 
'Tb~J,1'~ ts .also a ,;ttE>at redt:1udiu100 ·or bullqtngs. somo or tthich .ht.!lve t>caon 

· 'it,ed 11 t,~1e., lt, at a11. •·· Ovo~+dt:tvelopment ls quit.ii appareat, an<l the 
·ro:ro1gn ap•·,e~r-.11t1c;e 110 · dlo ~al!l1~eru.l · to mc,,ut •. <>f tho p.~oplt, · th•:t.t hfiVe vtowod.· 

·. the prem1sos wt t.b m•, ~b~,.t I bn,re not( valued th,am tt their preaont da.y . 
·· ph:,s:toat v,ilm,, .b.~1-t ht1ve Piao.~~ or~ _thor., n vu}.-ue that .. would he f.nher<an.t ill 

bulldll'1.~s on a norm,1 ~~tnte !r. tb:t1 alze. -f~oeoi!J.r.,tt.ona ·or eome .ot the· 
. b,,dtdlnttt on tbs tJatate toll.0-.1 ' ... · ·· .. . . . . . . 

. . , . . .. . . ' . ·.. ' . : ! .. · .· . ·... . . . . . ' . . . . ' .·. . .. · .. ' . 

Tbe: f,'i!lli&' reeldenco ~overs ein lre.a or ill:•~Ut :$b Liy :112 toet •.. The o~i({inal 
•·· po.· :rtrtort.'W,.J\O oqt.1struotod.·.··. 1. n · th,,.•f,.'19.rl.l .192. ·J• .. a: .. wi~t(.ad(l.~. ti.one mado thero.tc, 
.•a lute as 19$2. . J•'oundatrlous [ as-a·• .,r relnfqr:ced, ·<t911er,o te • Vfa:l.le ,ttro .·. ot 
berraootta, r_oinfo:rood co.ulro~e iaud tr@1,1<,. Hoofirig in ot copper._ The eub• 
onsoLnont w,ua detdgnod for usol MJ an ai.r ro.td eh,il-tor,, uut WQID not entirely 
/Ooto.~leted. It hae wallai Y.ud ro t11u{~19- of.' re1nforoad oo.norete 2 toet thiotc. 
·\'hGro. are an air ~ondl tton1ng1 pluut uud ott1er 1."'or;alnr a.nd axtra tao111t1ea 
tn tho ·1,0.som,onts.. Owaero- ror~sod ad:utsolo11 to the living quarters for• ln• 
•~pection. It '1s ro;.·,-;r.~ed tl'ltl. thertl_- ,ar-;; no. kttoho.n. or din1nEJ tac111t1ea 
ln the dwolll.ng. ·,. . ... , · . . 

", , , . ·" . \ , 

. :t'ho <11111ng lm,11.; :.a &bp-~i;~aj~.p;,;~,,~lltli.'J1g~··:·:~o.d - ~nr-ge t CO)npletcily eqa1•1ped 
· ll'lod•rn ltl tch~n•> ~ut:J.o~ t,a. J;>Ullt(Y• · a:Ucl €\ 'l..at"g$ 41nlllft room w1 th i:rn.11 t-111 

.eeollah. ~rt}~11 ~otl:lluf!::Q''.ffr:o?l1Qoo.. '£he 0;11h~t~1f.1•erlioatlng fao1.1it1ee ax-e . 
tn. o.. ema 11. cQl lP:r~ J?'l111nr~ Ca(,n~1,ty Js ao<,;.i ti .. ~QO pe.i.-t.tons, . Type of :oon• · 
struotlon 1s i!J.1m11a.i-· to. main idwo11inr.-<. · · · •. •, '·· · ·· , . 

.. . ·· .· .•·.. , ·. ····•. ', : .· .f••·c } ,, ·. • .. •· .·'., . , .·. , .. · . 
·. · 1'he', "ti" shap.~d .tiet'Vlo& grou~;jlos,·.li~nstraot~4 or. tile wJ.tli plaster and. t~ 
· , lt1qh .. ''li,.tnt1t.o .. c•ov,"'t1tit.t.• ·· .. ·· ·I11_~fr-tor l~<.,~t.,x9Q•()od •. ~o~i'ing or co1?per. ~hops 

•· ar.e 1 atory. h1!,th •.•. pwollin~ •tVJrtl;ons,,, ,"FTltn: t<.>tal or 7 apartment~., are 2 
storieo hJgh, and .~ro no-w ).to~d to~ orrtoo arid . storage spaoe., ihe 20 shop . 
ir>~of)s e.ro e,.1cb eq\11v.nlont t~ ,~n ovors1ttod 2 cur r,:,:ara~o, and o.pp$Ul' to be. 

: la~rr,e .ei~oui,~h, and, wall ,inou~q ·~i:tuf.p?~d to- sorvlo«- a v11lage w1tb several ·· 
hundi-ed lnhnbt;tfints~ . ·•·· ·. d ,, ·· > .\... : · .·· · • · · .··· .· ... · : · ·. ..·•·· '. ·.· ..... · · 

· •.•. ·,:h, :11to,ne::~r~a~~r and•· .. ·.~~jaoeitt ongln<,:· .. hous)i;ir• .tn P~fr_ ~.ond1t1on_• ./· 
.. ·· >Alon,~ th<t' nox-therly 11rt~ is • 21,a; .. X 1!,>l> fe:otr atprtt~• ehed of .J1'U1ss1ve oori• .. 

. _atr"1ctlon t1ith corru~h\ted 1r°in J:"OQt. ··. It_·'9c:>~f;;~ina tro.ctoi-b- 111 plows, . .>owei-
•· . dr-11ls fo,i- rock. apd otlU:ll"' lire• eq~1i:>tnon~-. 

Some .. ot: tll•: l;llli.18,Gcl ou~l,11ns~{·1iicl~d~ng the Jafiantfoe . 'l'ijtt House and the 
. .• ~mut.·8.~ .. ·.•.· .ho,,uae •.· ... ha ~e . no~ oeel'l tpl. ~.d. f o~. y. e.· !lr~., . are ooari!led ;JP; ·••· coy\ir.~d · with v1·11es. ·· .. -:and .·a41r~·o.(tnded_ wl:th~: -u;ll.d·e-rurl.ish-•. : -- :: ·. · .. --• ... . . . · .. ·· .. • .. ·· .. · · .. ... :.··. :,:· ..... ..- .. ·· . . , . •.• .. i· ·c .. ·. ·.··I.·: .. ·' . . . . . . . ·. . . :,). . . . .. · • ·.· .. :.· •. . . . : 

".-"•-;:·•···,-:,- ,. 

, Y9r1 \V()',ild soue:r~llJ t1~d· ·on ".l"l"&~ cstat• un .e:,t,f)ensiye qwelllllg; with pos• 
aibly. .2J o:r.i:10 room.s; with.Jcitcl;lan u.nd dlni,;r,. r~<s111tles. ava!latile · 1n the 
t)';~1:td1~gJ o. 4 to b car; garar:J,5. (l,,:~r;efs for aoo,.41; 0 ml;).lntonanc~ e,:n.;>loy-0es.J 

··.,_ .· ·\_\_ ' ~. ..i · . ' •, .. 
L 

"•j·. 

i 
I 



.. 

- 3., 
. . . . . .··. . . . . . l . .. . 

sw1m1ning poolJ p1•ouabl7 2 g:.1ost oottagosJ ~bop~ oq,.,1;1vo.lent to a b oar 
gara~~eJ. tr-.ick. mtorar,:eJ uos h~~e• and :r;.1n; prob~\•ly. ata.Jles •. '.'flu, l.,J.,11p 
a 1;1.m aatirno.ted for valve ot a~ch ir.t;>rovements, wit·h nocotstmr;y utility 
,u-.rvloee, with an ae;e va1~y.tng: t.tp to ,3-0 yonra, ta abo,elt (;300,000. and 
thla valu.• 1a ,1,.eed ae a $..t'be~t t11tiou. for pi•~aont 1mprovem$r•ts .. 

This ontlre property 1• s-equ1red for Pnli1H1<le~ Int\')ratate ?a~kway. I 
val:.lO 1t as tollowoa · -I · 

. . . I . . . . •. . . 
Lend;• 54•6 acrea @. ffl ;500 •• 1 • • •. • •.• .. ••• o • • •• ~. •• • • • • 9.• • • 
BLt1ldinge, ··l:J.tn'.> sum.,.•••••••~•·••••••••••~••••• •e • • • o ••"• •• 
Laridocaplng ................ ~••••~••••••~••~•~•••~••••••••••••• 
Roads and pa. ttus. •••• •. "• .... •, •. •. • • • •• • • • • o liu11 • •. • • • •!II>•• ill.• 
Fence..., 4)00.:, teet I! i).0O•~••••••h• .. •••• .. fu•••••••••••• . . .. · · I .· .. 

Total 

$ 40~.soo 
300.000 

2$.,000 · 
20,000 

..... lr!a2gQ. 

Notef . Om, to tho umurna.1 0011.str>11ot!on or b1.111<11.ngs• sp00tao:1la:r view 
r,;orta1n1ng to the ~roparty,. 'tncertainty as to de.mand tor suoh estatos, 
and complete,a,bsenoo from the m&A:rket or similar locations, an a.110,ranoe 
or 10;,, up oi- down. could W!;il apply· to this valuation • 

County of 

• . i 
I 

··········,··········,··· .............................. : ......... , ........................... · ............... · ...................... 5,~ 
App1;aiser · 

·· · 17 J' . · Al · · I · 95# 
. Subscribed and tertified t0° before me t.his ...... p . .t(!..; ............... day e>f ·:·····.ll.t!.,V.eD2.o..t:.r.:.: ......•.. , ..• A. D. 1 ....... '.'.:: .... . 

ohm . _ ·. ... , · · ...................................... :~ ....... 6J. .. , ... "'··~····i··'-
Notary Pu~Uc .Qf .-N •. J~ .. 
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- - - I -

· Jttliatt~tn lfutfr~ttttr 
·. ·. . . 1)1 

Jut It Qiumuttil!ii.dtt 
I _·_.- __ - . 

UJlft Julbmbto fijttrdmutt ~~utk ile~r :!ltilnuuhdtt 
l;unft fflnmdnttt _ _ _ _ __ _ _ illuttµtlt Jl~ilt 

GEORGE w. PERKINS, l'AEl!IIOO!NT I 
ALBERT R. JUSE, vrm,;PFIEBIDENT 
LAURANCE S. ROCKEFEI-LE:llt, 9ECl'IETAR~ 
CATEBSY L. JONES'. TnEA!!'Ull_ER · I 
HO.RACE M. ALBRIGHT · " . I --. -

A; K. MORGAN, OENERAL MANAGl;:FI I -- < _-_ -- -. --
4oMINISTRATION au1LOING 

BEAR. MoUNTAI~, NEW YoRl< 

I 
I 
I . .· , . I 

Honorable DwightR. Po Palmer 
New ,Jersey State H:lgpway Commissione:r 
New Jersey State Higp.way Department 

--Trenton., New Jersey I · 
! 

Dear Commissioner Pa!lmer: 

0hmy fnhd ·· ittntrttuttnn 
Siturm l<ht!J 

THEODORE BOETTGER 
DOHALD G. 80RG 
E. ROLAND HARRIMAN 
FREDERICK OSB,ORN 

TEL., STONY POINT 8-2701 

July 18,, 1955 

I 
I Re:· Palisades Interstate Parkway 

I 
Burnett Property; ---~ 

' 
W-e have leiarned that a petition ls being circu-

· lat~d in .A.Tpine whidh will' result in a delegation of 
Bor,(:)ugh otflcials ca\lling on you to stop the condemn.a tion 
pre>ceedings on. the ";residence_- areaf' of 33 acres lying 
be.t"feen tb.e .Parkway rand the edge of the cliffs. If this 
:request is denied, t

1

hey will probably suggest a compromise 
ir1:v:olving/q,l:1.fe rig

1

ht of occupancy and ·rina.l donatio~_ of 
the. 33 ac:res to. Alp11ne. _ · · · --- · 

. G . . -
__ ._ .. ___ -• _ W-e Oppose (both l?roposals as being undesirable 

and iJnpracrJ:;icaJ and 1as being against the interest of the 
People of t;h,e_$tate iof New Jersey .. We recommend that the 
-final legal_ st.eps il'.l- the condemn.a tion. proceeding covering 

· the entire Bur11ett ~roperty of 55 acres be taken as soon 
~s posslble, withou-q deviation froui the original plans of 
the Hi.ghway Department of New Jersey. 

I 

Sincerely, 

-LAURANCE S. · ROCKEFELLER 
Secretary 



. Memorandum 

Re: 

I 
I 
I 

I 
. I 

I 
- - - I to Commissioner 

- I 

.- Burnett 
I 

October 31.- 195!> 

-Palmer 

. __ Thin heuring bei;r.ore condeinna.tlon comm1sa1oners was 
completed 011 Thuruday/, October 28th. 

I 
The 011nor'3 _hig/11:tr,1,gwe was ;::2,1~Q,1145, tho owner's 

low figure .'i!'2;196,03.3/.40,. the average ;J,2,463,089.20.- _ These 
f.fgu:rosaro busod on /land valuo plus reproduction cost of 
-land --and bu1ld1n-:,·s. 1 • -

·- I 

_ .. · An additio:nnl 9lalra .r~r m.u~sHry stock ir~. the run.ount ot 
ql,464,572 was kept out of evidence by us• If th.ta has been · 
perrnitteg, _the owner•js high figure would _have been :j~J,194,717, 
his low :-:l2,927 ,65l.20, _ · ·_ 

; . 

Our witn:ossoa, /Rooney, Clark and f.foge:-t all valued the 
proper·by ona1u1rket1value basis.; llooney and Clark cruno in 
at t:750,000 and B()ge~t at not more than 1;?750,000. They 

- contended that 1 t was 1mpr_oper to value the lands and bu.U.d1ngs 
separately to arrive I at a true mElrkot value_, . -- -. - I . 

· J}Ja:'l'AC 
·QC: Hr. 

Mt. 
Hr. 

I. 

I 
I 

. ! 
i 

I 

Peas ter _ _ ,, .. ) n. Krarn.er -· - 1 
o. _ Prttzschel 

I 

l 

• I 
' 

W1ll1o.m J. McCQrmo.ck, -
Deputy. Attorney Ooneral 



PtleP•• Seatlon lH 
Po.reel l, 
owner, Dr. John Burnett 

jootober 28 1 195$ 
! 
I . 

. I 
Mr. William M0Cormack1: 

'!'he tollowlr,1g iare tbtt [owner *s appraisals: 
. .· ·.·.. I. . ·.·· . . ·. . . . 
Alexander Summer _(;tnn1 only) $1,l70,ll0 less $27 ,66$ 

1 .•. . ·. Total •• $1,142,445 
. George Meadows (land ~nly)••••••••• .. ••• .... ••••••@••••• 1,027,500 

·. . . i . . . ) 
oe.orge Beckman (land qnly) • ..- •••• •• "it ••••••••••• ,. ••• •• l,llb,ooo 

I . 

J.J. Thomas ;1,587,70q deprec1at1on 2()}{, to.•. u •• -.. • 1~179,716.40 
\ '£his was 1reduced by $11.183 for stone) · 11,183 

I c~s~r ) . 
1 ·. ~1,168,533.[io .,, 

. I 
Lew ls Kuhl ( Turner Ooristruotion Compaey) ~~l,.5'87, 700 

(depreciated as I shown on Exn1b1t Pl6;wh1ch I 
do not have) I 

I 
. . ' 

Highest total or owne~•a .figut-esi 

La,nd bJ Alex Summer,. f, •, ......... ••. •• $1,142,445 
I 

Buildings by TUrner C<;mstruot1on Co •• •-...;;;1.-...,:.~.a..i...,;..,.. 
i i2 

. . I Lowest total of owner,s.f1N'uresz I . CJ 
• I 

tand by George Meadow~•••••••••••••••• $i',021i500 
I 

Buildings by J.J. Thoriias ................ ltl68,533.ltO 
. I . ~;2,196,0)J.ijO 

I . . 
Average ot owner ts defand • ~;2,1J6J,089.20 

I 

I 
i 
I 

/s/ John A. Whitehead 

( 

Principal Engineer 
Appraisals and Uegotiations 



. Mr. Kramer 

' 

I 
I 
I . 

! 
I 
I 

I 

I 

Rot Burnett 
I 

I 

The oon~emna.tiQn comr.d.asiorters' award wo.1 
received th1a morning • 

• I • 

lt 1& ln. tbt) .nr.tount ot ¢1,21+~1312.,.$0. 1.'he 
oomrd.aalonsJ."s mu:de no doo1u1on o., to lntoroat. 

i 

An ato.tled 1n an en.lier_ ruoxnorn.nd'1.'1l tho OWni&x-i a 
high ttgure was C·2t 7 30, llt5 itnd tho Owner' 1,1 low tigt.U:10 
we.a c~2,ti6J,089.20;. 11'h~ Owner also ntto...-npted to !~et 
i11to· ev1denco a.."1 :addit.1.onal figure or ~,464,000 tor· 
ahrubbory. · 

{)1Jl" ti~ur• was 0750,000. 
I 

·.•.·.·. . > < I rcoo1n.."'1end an s.ppeal be to.lean. In th& 
rimttol" or 1'il1ng 10.ppeal pnrmrs, we mu.et act, pror:iptl7., 
'l.'he laot daf ror ltak1ng nn nppeo.l. 1# Po<,embe~ 1a. 

{ 

I 1 ; t i 
{/j~\ ' . I ,,. J ,\., 

f . ~-1-•J"-' '\ ' ,1r'. • j ,·,.\I • \ 
/'\ I . I / \. J ::.,1 

l·r/_J:,.,..,. ,, d Report I of Commissioners 
~--," WJH/1:lsO Civil ~ction Complaint 

Commission Action Sheet 
I 

Qb, . Nr. .Ponst~r: 
.Ml.'"• . f•::ilpatrl<Ht 
ttr.1:,:rttzsehe 
Nr.· ftrmnor : 

} 
} Returned to Mr. 
) . 12-12-5'7. 

asj 

Feaster 



·TOt DWIOHt R• 8. PALMER. 
COMM 186 I ONER I DATE 

. I O ou11q Y ()f' BERO}!;N 
I . . 

There is presented again the matter of condemnaii on of lands on 
Palisades. Interstate Parkway,. Sejction lH., frolll Station -422+0 to Station :,12+0; 
Parcel 1, Cora Timken Burnett ~- Husband. . 

I . 

At t~ehearingbefo~econdemnation commissioner~the testimony 
onbeha.lf of the owners rangecl flrom $2,463,089.20 to$2,730,J.45.00J and the 
owners also attempted to get intjo evidence an additional.fi$1,U'e of$4641ooo.oo 
for shrubbery. The testimohy or+ behal..f of the State was in the sum of ,1,0.,000.00. 

. 1- . 

. ·. ,· .. • i ·.• . · .. •, . . < ... ·. ·. .· The oommissionersm~ean award in the.sum of $1,245,.312.$0. 
(The commissioners made no deci~ion as to interest). . . · . . . 

. ' i 
It is recommended that sn appeal be ~utborized. 

I 
I 

D_EPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 
i 
I 

.~~«·· DATE 

OEC 12.1955 
..:-:1 .t_; i:.Hti fled · . · 

"t&-,: ... .... 



CROVER C. RICHMAN, JR. 
A ttewie, Ge11.,.I 

&lat, nl Nttu Jtrseu I " " " " " " 
DEPARTMENT OF LAW .AND PUBLIC SAFETY 

" " " I DIVISION OP' LAW 

+TATI! HIGHWAY DKPARTll>UtlllT 

I • 
I 

I 

! 
I 

tOillS PARKWAY AVlltNUif 
TRltNTON 

I Commissioner Dwight R. G. Palmer: 
i ., 

• I . . 

Re: .State[ Hlghwa7 vso John o. Burnett · 
I 

Trial of this case a)tarted o.n l1oJ:tday, June 4th. and was com• 
pleted yesterday; Jwie 18th. Tl\,. court, on the the(?ry that 
this w~s a unique Piieoe of property, adm:1.tted into evidence 
cost of constructlon., cost of' reconstruction less .deprecia-
tion ( somf) .or which /was vague), cost .of nursery stock which 
is generally.consldered·part of the land, and refused to let 
us oompi.a.re ·· the bu1141n,g in question with other bulldi:rigs 
.along the cl11't. · 1 · • · • 

. I . . 
. . I . .. . 

I :f'elt that we had ~wrecked" their 'I'eal. estate a.ppralser• 
and that if. the case. had gone. to the Jury on the I11arket value· 

· theory, we w9u:J.d ha1e bee.n even more··suocessful. .. than we had 
hopsd •. Howevei'-,.this other theory opened~the cloor>wide;. The 
· owner' s figures may /be taken as roll ow s: ·. . · 

•. j 
•. · .. · .. ·. I lleproduction less depreciation 

I 

Improvements t~ the grounds, 
including tree~ and shrubbery 66 1 000.00~ 

i . $1, 2J8, 784. 00 
I • 

T .... •·h· e .. ··. highes .. t la. n. d ·a.· ew.: r.aisa.l wa .. s 1. ·n·· .. ··t·he. am· .. ·.o. unt o. f. $.1· •.· .. •··1 .. ··4.· .. ···2. ' .. 4 ........ 4 .. · .. 5 .. •.•oo, giving a total o:f f~,381,230.00. Our figu~es for market. value 
of the land. and buif dings. as a whole were $7501 000•00 •.. The l~ry was out 5 hourf and rendered an. award.in the amountor 
•'IJ':L» 585,600.00 o I .. · . . . I . 

I .. · . . • 

.,~ afraid they sptnt mo.st or th& time taking the owner's 
:.rJ.~~res as to the C<f>St of the buildings $957,000, depre~iating 
•/~ht, buildings and. then doubling the figures because the dollar 

><~C?}i,J 18< not. of the I same. value as the dollal' when these . build• 
:f.ng",,.lf~l'o construot~tl. Some o:f these things I am not supposed 

·to know and cannot prove o.f'.f'icially• 
I • • 



. . . 

OollDD!asionerI>wigbb R. G. Palmet 
Jqne 19, · 19$6 '. · ·· ·· 

. '?here &l'e many lnte;res~ing · l:egal propositions inte>l-v!d, ·· mc,at 
· or ".~lob ztiae around tfie question as to wh~ther Ne•. il' erse7 . 

should depart trom.1tsi old:establisbed mark~t value $heon-•. 
'!here are some States,! not too m~n1, arid I think. t.wo Federal 

·· cases, whia.h.aupport•·* owner•s_contentlon,. _ .In·:reallty, th1a_. __ .. ·. 
oc>ntentJon.means pay1ng.aprtm1ium to someone wllo ha.1.1 cona,tt-tlcf;ed 

, ·· something whloh no. one! \fou.ld ·. ri'1llt ~o- buy,. whil~ his neighbor,: . 
as ·th~. neighbor.a along! thtt. cltr.r hav-ing bel\Utifti.1· buildings . 

• of -var1e.~.-•rch1teotur~{l. p~t-;terns •. mt,tat. ~o•eive .~n:J.J•_·mark,e.. · 
value,· 1'Jhioh 1s. a much'. lee~•fJr Eigur•• ·.· . ··_ ·.-. > . .· . I • <; .· ·. ·_. ·_ .. · · __ ·. . . . .•·.·· . 

1b1a·ia a t~de in whidb ti ·an. app6al snottld b$: tfill(•n• . 
Our appe.al ·t• t;o the Alppc,ll~'te J)tv1 ad.on ot the· St1p,erior,. (lourt. · 

· .•· It ~s '_q~it ... l~ltelj in /a case lilctt th.1$ · t:hat- the. Suprenie <Jc>urt 
-•- mtgbl d~termlno to talt• jurisdioti_on • over lt to .t':1n'1lly · dia• 

pose.or. the.questions iwithout our ha.Ying a. bearing before · 
the Appellat&·D1v1s10, and then before the Supreme ~ourta 

. I '-- -~i:,;-i{:i:!::;~ 
Deput7 Ai°torney Gener«l .. 

:. •; . 

. ·. \. 



imilNO AIIUl:A, 
JOHN.·M. 11!:Mll!:~Y.: 1:Yll!:All!:TT M. l!ICHl:Al:A 

. Cl-!AALll!:9 OANZIO MALCOLM HOYT. . 

. . . . 

· .. ·; RIKEr· ·e:wntRY&D~NZJG •. 
·· . ·COUNSELLORS AT [AW· .. 

: 1:ow.-.Ao J. BROWN DICKINSON R.O!'!BEYOISII!: . 
Tl:fl!OOOFII: McC.~AASM WILLIAM I. AIKl:A 

· .. ·w•u:ii,el! "· e~ANOLll:A, J.A. 
HOWAPIO ... c.-.ssl:LMAN' . 
w,i:.u.-M ·c.eONN!'!LLY I. 

7~4 BROAD StREET 
NEWARk·.•2,.NEW,iERSf!Y. 

TELl:PIIONI!: M:ARRl:i 3-19'(;0. · 

' . . . . .. ··. ·. ., ' •,. i : .· •·.. · .. • ......•. · ... ·. ·· ... ······.' Hon •. Dw:J;ght R. o.1 Palm~r, > Commiasione:rt - . ·. · 
State Highway DeRartment. · . · .. ·.. · < · 
10~~ Parkway Av~que · · · 
Trenton., New Jer~ey. · 
. . •. · ·. . . I. 

Dear Comm:l.EJ~,-One~ Palmer: 
... -... . "' .• ' . ,' -'[< .· 

. . I ' ' ' I. t'alked to ·nootor: Burnett 
. by telephone thi5i morning •and he ·tolq: me. that· he .. · 
expects to be completely out of the property . .in · • 
'Alpine tonight a#d,bY.~Welve ·<.'>'Clock noop Jomorrow' 
at the very latef;Jt .• · . '. .. . ·· .. ·. · -, . · · ... · . 

. .'' , .. ·· 
. . : ial also told .me: that no . 
. •· ,one from the Highway Department has. caIJed to ~take.' · . 

a._yer and :atrange ! ·tor,: ~he p.rotec;"tionJ?t .th~ p·roperty';,. · 
. ;r tried to reach 1 Jou this morn:l;ng · by telephone and · 
. being unable to·. do·SO:,'<talked.to.·'Mr.· Whitehea<;l· and. 
· · ~xp,Iain~d. the eipuatfqn to him •. · He und.~:rtool<: t<;> C ·. ·: 
have some<>ne from the Departmerit go tq the. property .. 
sometime. today a~d make· the .. necessary ar:rangemeµts · . 
to take over. · L . · .. ·•. ·· .· · . . . . . j.. . 

' ' " 

1, 
:1 . · VerytruJ.yyou:rs 

i·I· 
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NEW J ERSEYi ST ATE HiGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
DEPA1RTMENT AtTmN SUP 

I 
• ! 

r ....................................................................... fOLD HERE ............. \ .................................................. , ........... FOLD HERi: 
. . 

FGR_)"(:TION BYSTATE HIGHWAY COMMIS~J;C\NER 

Right.of Wq 

PIP SoctJ.onlH 

To: Dwight R. G. Palmer June lJ, 19.>7 
Commissioner Date 

• County of filllGEll 

1,, Tbore is J:ll'O•ented agi,ip the mattor of' o~nd-tion or l,u,Wl on Pali.Sades 
J Interstate Parl::vray, _Scct,ion lH, : from. Stat.ion 422+0 to Station !,l2+0J 

Parcel 11 . John C., Burnett. · 

A ,iury amn·d was pr<--vimw~,. rendered :ln the sum. of $1,.585.,600 plus interest· 
. at 4~i ($ll,080.,47) .front- tho <fate of entr.r to the dnto of tTudgm.cnt, ma.ld11.g a total 
of 01.,591,M~O.h'i • On J'tmc 21, 1956 an apr:eal to t.ht~ .11.ppollnte Di vloicm. of the 
Suporior Co1.1rl; .l·TO.s authorizcd.6 mid nn opinion l-tas r0:ridc1rCd in favor or John c. · Burnett. 

. . 

It is therefore recommended that payr.iont of the Judgment be apprOVGd 
on the f ollmtlng basis 1 ! 

1Il-H(1ASU 

Interest O 6% from. 5/31/5'1 (dnte on wrd.ch St-ate too!~ 
pos~c::mion of' balanco of propcr-ty) to 6/21/57 ( date 
of .fintl scttlcr,10nt. • • • • ,. • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Total aroount to be paid • • t~l,.617,081.79 

·.Date 

.nni J 4· 19s-; 
Approved: ---f--'-"-----.,.-~----'----,---

(J,.!2,.°'. 1-1; n-'htt,-::1u. r.r:-..~rn; C"~;.;-,,,~o .. 
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&tut\e nf Ntttt. Jhr11tu 
. STATE HfGHWAY DEPARTMENT· .. , .. J. •. . ·-. . 

DWIC!iH'f' ,;t. ci. PALMER, eoMMrss,oN~R 

Mr. Charles Hurley: 

! TRENTON 29 
I 

I 
I . . 
I • . 
i 
I i .·.,. 
I 

I am personally hahd:ind you a check,. #1023, . received, 
~n the malls:, drflffll· on \the Chase·NationlJ.l B.enk by' the ... 
Palisades Interst~te P~rk Commission and.made outto 
the IINew ~ersey State Righway Department" for· the . . 
amount of $111, 110.29~ 1 .... · 

. Rec'd July 26; 1957 
.. Cyrus Card 

,i 
i . 
'· I 

. i 
' 

o. H • · Fr:H.zsch& . 
· State Highway Engineer . 

I. 



iBurnetts~Lose · 
~uit to l<eep 
Palisade Tract 

Judge Grimshaw Rules 
Stcde ~cm Take 55 
Acres ·for Parkway·. 

PATERSON-Dr .. nnd Mrs. Jo~;ii· 
C. Burnett have lost a suit to keep 

I the . Stat~ High~~Y..,,D_ep!lr,tmenJ 
!from tAlpng 55 acres oftheir Jartd 
t'.fQr the Palisade,s Interstate Park~ 
way. .'· •. 

'. Superior/ CpurtiJudge/Johri 
tGrirnshaw, Jr,, :yesterday ruled ln 

, favor of the highway commis-
'sioner. · ·• · • . ·· 
f . The Burnett pr.opcrty ,on Jhe 
!east side of Route 9-W, reportedly 
,worth. $2,700,000, can legally be 
(COJ?demncd by the s~1;1te, Judge 
,Grimshaw said. . .. · ... ·• ··•· · . , 
/ . The Bur'hetts <1llegcd the deci;; l 
sipn to take.• their. propexty . was , 
fnot reached in good faifh but was , 
1it:iflucnced by the Palisade Inter- 1. 
<state Park Commission. • 1 
'Charge J;'ark Use • ·· .. ·· . . • 
; The state, they contehded, needs ' 
Mly 22 acres for the parkway,· and • 
}he , park commission, wants the .' ! 
,rest for park .purposes. · . · I 
1 "Suffice it to say . that' I have 
:been Unable to tlnd ahy evidence 
.'\Vhatever of. a lack of good :faith 
~n .. the part of ,the commissioner," 
said Judge Grimshaw. "Under 
'such circumstances, the court wlU 
j~ot foterfere." .·· , • • 

I 
I 
i 
I 
! 

11 

THECALL ,\ .. 
. Paterson, N. i. ;§Jr 

ff, AV ·3 .. 1 •r,r '.J., J)?ici ff · l~J.J · .. . . 

· SiayConde1nnatioi1 
Of Alpine Acreage · 

A one-week order. restraining the 
· State Highway .. Commission .. from . 

proceeding with · condemnation of 
55 acres bordering Rte. 9-W . 111 
AIPiM was continued to June 26 
by Superior Court. ,Judge John 
Grimshaw, Jr ... yesterday. 

Postponement . of a .. hearing,· on 
the otder was reportedly request¢d 
by the State ilttor11ey geiter,.a!'~. of.' 1 

fice. . · . · ;, .. •·1 
A permanent lnjtmctlon is bcii11g 1 

'.S.OU·g·h·t··· b.·Y ... Dr··.· a. l.ld• .. .I\. _1rs •....• Jo.·.h.· '.' c •.. , Burnett, owners of the prop~rtY 
·· tm the east. side of Rte. 9~W, which 
th,t State . Wants fol,' the Palisades: 
lnteri;tate Parkway, .... · .. ·. . .. 

The Burnetts cont.end , they .. of0 

fered the ·state · .. property 011. the 
west side .of the · highway which 
would be just as suitable 'for the. 
parkway. extension,. They. asiierted 
their offer would . save the .· State 
$300,000 · ancl they would be . able 
to preserv.e their home, located on ' 
the east side, _, , r 
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PAfSSAIC If.ER. NEWS 
· _ _,,12/20/55 

! State Fights~lj 
:: B~rgen Ar~.!d. 

'. ,:-i••·-·' : 
~sks Jury to''Dedde _ 
Pn Bu'rneU Property. · 

! I, , . 

; HACKENSACK - The , New 
, Jertey Highway Authority has 
'. fl led notice lt will appeal the 
r aw11-rd Qf · $1,240;000 for property 

taken from Di·. John_ C. Burnett 
for; . the Palisades Interstate 

'Pa~kwliy. ·, · · 
Deputy Attorney General Wit-

; !lam McCormack will appear be-
. fort?- Superior Court judge J: 
. W!illace Leyden. January 6 to re-
• quest a jury trial. , · : 
1 'fhe award was tnade by · o 
1 thr1ee;.rnan Bergen County con-
: _demnation .co mm is s ion. two 
• wc~ks ago. · It was composed of 

• i Oreste L.. Cassi, Hackensack 
· battker: Morell' Birtwhistlc, Eri~ 

gl~wood realtor, and Le Roy B. 
Hqtkin; Englewood Jawye1·. : · 

Dr. Burnett and his wife, the 
foumer Cora · B. 'Pirnkcn, of the 

· Tilr!lten. -i-oller . bearing ':family, 
ha~e Jiv:ed on the 55-acre estate 

, atop the palisades in Alpine for 
251 years .. _ They· sought, $3;ooo,~ 

, 00(1 for the prop.erty which con-
' tained the family -home, private 

po
1
wer and water plarils, a bomb 

• shr,Jtcr, a Hinrlu temple and_ .a• 
· d~zcn other buildings. . . ., -_., , 
, .• 1Thc a-,vard was the . largest : 
, single sum ev,er awarded fo1• • 
; B?rgen property: . 

I . 

I 
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:Palisades ·r arkway to .Appeal 
. $16'2451)000 Awa1"d to ·B11r11ett "/ •• . , . . . . ,. . . . . . . .·. ·. __ . .. . .. ·. . . . ·. ·. I: -• 

. -

. 'Stal! Correspondent. .· .· .• i •. i Noticl! of·_ the ·nppeaiwas __ melsuperiQrCourt,Tudge J. Wallace 
lJACKENSACK · - · An appeal .yei;terday. by .Dep. ·. Atty •. Gen. Leyden .on Jan. 6 to ,seek a date 

>trorn the $1,245,000 condemnation William J. McCormack. The figure for a Jourt headng. ' .· .· _ ._·_ ._ · ·· .. ·_. 
>award set Jor the cliff-edge es- set Dec. 8 by a condemnation The BurrieU pnperty, a 54-acre 

itate of Dr. and Mrs. John C. Bur- pommission ls reportedly lhe tract which hugs th9 irregular 
ncU.jn Alpine has been filed by highest ever voted for a ~Ingle cliff,edgc of the Palisades, 

· _counsel for ·the ·Palisades :nter7 property in New,Jersey. _·. _ · . stretches from a point.about se~en 
state. Parkway. · · : McCormick will appear before mi_les north of the George Wllsh• 
· ' ington Bridge to within. a mile 

of the New York-New Jersey line. 
Tlte properly-. is being sought for 
use. in the co.inpletion ofthe -Pali• 
sades .·•·111t~rstate Parkway. 
· Surrounded by barbedwire and. 
housing a collection_ of rare .. art 
treasures, the. _ property __ has 

·served 3$ a sanctuary Jor .. 'the i:es 
cJuse Buriletts for more than a 
qu!'rter of a century. Mrs. Bur-

. •· nett is the former Cora Thnkin of _the :multi~millionajre Timkin 
roller-bearing family. ·· 



NEWARK NEWS 
l/9/5€J : 

' I . I ' ' ' 

Mrs. Bur'l'tett Dies 
Me1nbe1· of Timl~en Rolle,- Bearing Fam,ily and 

Art Collector· SU,ccumbs in Bergen_ at 84 · 
' ' 

Staff. Correspondent. i . ners were ~ut into great ~Iephant 
' ALPINE - Mrs Cora - Timken feet were among the umque and 

:Burnett a memb;r of the muJti, colorful aspects 1£ the estat!. · 
million~· dollar Timken Rolle · -:1fcvoA1e<llly-'Comlemniiffon J 
Bearing. family and re~Jus·e · n?is AU this re1nained virtually tnt• j 
tress of a fabulous _54-\'cre chff known tJ, the public unULcon-1 
edge_ estate here, ~lied; Saturcla_Y demnation, proceedings , bro11ght, 1 
at Englewood Hospital of a hcru: last year by the State Highway 1 
ailment. She was 84. '. . Department for the-Pllt1mioeflii• : 

Mrs: Burnett, was the wife of1 tu:rstate-::P.arkWPi.::Jlce.W.-Mclc 1he; 
Dr: John· G, Burnett. The couple; couple's self-imposed veH of se- · 
had lived in comple•te secluswn, clusion. . . . . . · 
on the sprawling estate: overlook- · A condemnation commissioli re-

'Ing the Hudson from the time of ccntly· awarded the Burnef,ts 
· their marriage July 15,i 1920, un, ,$1,245,000 for the estate, but this 
til she was taken \o E;nglewoo<l figure has been appealed by park• 
Hospital Nov. 14.. i r \vay,.;iuthoril.ies .. · . . . . . · " 

Born In St. Loms, Mrs. Durne·tt ;--""l\frs. Burnett 1eaves a1so. three 
.was· the· da11ghler' of r[en!"Y. H. \nephews, , John Timken of New 
Timken, head of th~ . Tun ken Lmidon . Conn.; and , W. R,obert 
Roller Bearing firm, 'and J\1rs. and lI;nry H. Timken; both of 

, Frederika Hei.neelman: Timken, Cantbn.. . The Burnett!! we~e'. 
Followil1g her marriage to Dr. childless. : . _ ,,. ·; 
Durnet,t here in 1920, ;she went Rev. Harold' Bennet.t of the,Al~ 
into seclusion on the lavish ()stat~ pine Conununity Clmrch will con~ 
which st.retches along the. Pall- duct services.Wednesday illt 2 p.111:1 
sades from a point. seven · miles at the Maxwell Funeral Home1 101 
nor.·tl.1 o. £. the George. ~.ashington We.st End Ave., Som.erville; Buriall 
Bridge to Wit.bin a mile of . the will , be ht Hillside Cemetery, 
New York line. ' · PlainfielcI, , · · 

Designe1l B11ilrlit1gs 
. . An art student in this country -
and in France in her youth, Mrs. 
Burnett devotefd her iears hero-. 
to painting and sculpt.ute and the 
collection of rare and unusual m't 
oject..~.b · 'l'he many unusual :rnd 
colorful·. buildings' which .dot the 1, estate were designed by. :Mrs. 
Burnett. 
· Barbed wire fences and a pri-
vate police foi·ce to guard t;he 
property offered a forbidding ex-
tei·ior to the. Burnett estate., but , 
within the, couple· warmed their j 

Jronie with a fab'ulous and almost I. 
'pricefoss •.collection· o! Oriental , 
,art · ·· · ' . 1 
!>.Huge·.jade Buddhas: and.jade· 
pieces and, buildings \}'hO,se (!Or-.~ 
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J*ryTou:rs 
/Al11i11e · Site 

Seco1;d Trip Du~ Today 
,iv. Fight Over Award 

of $1,250,000 
1Slafl Correspondent. . 
;. HACKENSACK - A Superio~· 
Court jury today was expect() 
, to spend il~ second full' day ex 
lamining the 55-acre cliff-edge esJ 
(tale of Dr. John C. Burnett of 
!Alpine as a prelude to bearing 
[nn appeal from a $1,250,000 con: 
:(lemnalfon award for the propert.yJ 
( T/1e jurors spent all day yester-1 
}day at the fauulo11s estates de-1 
'.1Scriibed by. rival counsel as. 
•"un'ique and unusuar• and "an• 
arci1ilecl11ral monstrosil.y." The' 
tria.l opened here Monday before: 
Superior Court Judge J. Wnllace: 
Ley;dcn an.d .involves appeals by; 
both Burnett and the slate. ., 
; · 'l:lle land has been seleded .ror· 
ttse 1 by the Palisades Interstatll 
:Pal'kW!)Y• 
; , · J\Tcyncr Con,meut 
! Gov. Meyner Jast month fo:-
tject.cd the matter into lhe Legis-
ilat~11:e's . conflictcof-interest ques-
' tion when he described State 
:seri. Wall.er lJ. Jones (R-Bergen), 
;Burnett's counsel, as "represent• 
dng an interest adverse to that 
fof · the state." Jones. has since 
ispqnsored a concurrent resolu, 
tion in the Legislature calling for 
\n investigation of Jh8 entire 
\Ufstion: . · '. . · . 
·. The. estate 1s situated atop the , 
,':ilisades in Alpine just north 

Jf 1Uie George Washington Bridge. 
Adorning the property are 
oriental temples. and eastern art I 
ob}ects considered priceless by 
Burnett. · 



BERGEN EV'NO RECORD· 
6-8--56 

Appraiser Places $1,.0 7,500 
. J.zl~e/J;ag 0"1 Burnett Lands 

I - . . . . 

State, Doctor Appealing Contleintmtio11 ~.~~!11~a~h;e1a:1~l!l:a:!iut:i, 
A ward For Estate .In Alpine. 12 buildings Oil the est~te._ 1 ,, 

____ , _ ---'--- · . Under cross-exammahon bY, 
. . · . .. . . , . Deputy A Horney-General William 

\ .. Hackensack -A Demarest real-estate appraiser, testifying J: McC,Qrmack, .. representing !he 
at the trial of appeals froin the $1 245 321 condemnation award State. Highway Dcpa~tment. which. 

. . . . · · ·. . . • · ' . ' . ·. • ... · ·.· . . . , .· ·• a.lso 1s appeaUng the .award, said. for the ~urnett estate_ m Alpine, told an all-male• struck Jury to he ihe largest e"..er _granted for. 
yesten:lay that he estimated the land value of the estate at a single lrac~ ofJand ni New Jer• 
$1,027,500, .: . • · . . .. sey, Meadows. admitted th.at sev• 
1 · . ·. f . . . . . • .•. . · r . :1.. . ' · · ·· eral .years ago when asked to pfoce 

BASED ON FOUR SALES ' , mate on our sa es .of comparable a value on lhe property by Dr 
. . . . • .. · . . ·• ·· .... ... ..· . .. . . · .· . property going :back. to 1931 a11d ·. · • • ·.· · · ; • ·· ··•t··· ··d . ·I ' .B~11.r. the Sta.le Highway Depart- that his apprais~l placed the fair- Burnell, he . h~ad eshma e .. ' t IC 

ment and ,:Qr. ~ohnp.·Burnett are market value of the 55½·acre es- value at about ,.9,900 an acre. 
ap~eaUng th~- awatd, Th~ State tale at $18,500 an acre. He said The lan_d and buHdln_g~ oJ the 
claims. it i~ too ~lgh, while Dr. re arrived at that figure by adding estate we.1ncondmnned 1_n l9a3,for 
Burnett d~imsJt 1s t!>ll low, . one-third to thel value or an acre constructmn of the f'.ahsades In• 

The. estimate was . gl~e,11 • by ill 1931 for the I increase In value t:rstate Parkway. While the Park; 
George It. Meadows, ,caHed as a . . .. I ,-,=-·•.. .. . way has been constructed, most o. 
w,tness by State Senator: Walter • the estate's buildings ~till stand 
H. Jones on behalf of Dr, Burnett. along U1eudge ofthe PaHsades and 

Meadows said be ~ad!! his esti- I :lor. Burm.: lt s' ·.till occ. l;l>i.es~t.h. e .. ··.·.m. a.in. ! 
;!residence building. The estate ex- · 

tends two-fifths of · a mile south ' 
or the • New york · State U11:e . 

. Meadows described the estate· as 
• the finest cliff property along the 

Pnlisadcs. 
. Five or six tnoh? experts are ex• 

peeled to be called on behalf of., 
Dr. Bm·ilelt and the State .ls. ex• •1 

pccted to place a similar number 
of witnesses on the stand. Comple-
tion or the trial before Superior 
Court ,Judge J. Wallace Leyden is; 
not expected until late ne;,ct week; 1 

PrcviousJ.y, Dr. Burnell testified 
thl'tt. the land .was acquired by his 
late wi(e, Mrs, Cora Timken· Bur• 

. nett, nrior to their marriage In 
1920. Mrs. Burnett,. of the roller 
bearing family, clled last February 
al. the· age .of 84; Dr. Burnett told 
the jury that he and his wife had 
lived in le1.1ts while the main house ' 
was under. constniclion and that 

. 1110:it of the buildings were, built on . 
design/; suggested by his. wife, who , 

, \vas a painter and sculptor. The 
',State has described the buildings las being unique and 11ot following 

a!1Y recognizable .. arc11itectural de. , 
sign. . . . . . . .. ' ' ' . . . 
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~Burnett Estate Vc1lued 
·At $15:io ,.000 by R~al;ot 

' (', ,•/ ti . "· . . . . I • . • ,IJ ... , _, l,p. 
Staff Correspondent. •. greatest portion of the 'Palisades 

· HACKEN9ACK - IA stat<J wit- property since ·u131, and the well-
ness yesterday fixed the value of know interest of the state in the 
the 55-acre estate of /Dr. !John C. land have tended 'to depress its 

· Burnett .of Alpine at $750,000, market value. . 
more than $1,500,009 less than Earlier, McCormack sought un_. 
the highest figure set by apprais- sucessfully to have ·au figures 
ets appearing for Burnett in ap• for the cost of replacement of 

. peals from· a $1,245,(,)00 condem· buildings and improvmneuts 
nation award; ·. / , given by Burnett witnesses 

The state figure wa11 entered by stricken, On Tuesday, Lewis Kuhl 
Arthurs J. Rooney, Cliffside Park of the Turner Construction Co. of 
realtor :ind the .f~rst witness New York set the replacement 

• called by Dep. At.ty. Gen. William costs. at $1,587,700. Allowing the 
1 J. McCormack of We~t Orange. state a depreciation of $'U3,916, • 
.·. ·~tate Sen. Walt~( H .. Jones Ifuhl came up with a $1'.173,784 

(R-Bergen) and Irv111g Riker of figure as the net depreciated 
. Newark, co-counsel. for Burnett, value of buildings and improve-• 
concluded theil' · cas~ · yesterday men ts alone. 
in·.the eighth day of! trial before The trial resumed today withl 
Superior Court Judgi? J. Wallace Rooney returning to the witness 
Leyden and a blue 11ibbon ,jury. stand. · · 

The land is scheduled for t1se . in the Palisades Interstate Park-. 
way. ! 

Itecalls Earlier Sale . 
The first of an: anticipated 

parade of · expert witnesses foi'-
i;he state, Rooney spent the bet• 
ter part of the day tjn the stand! 
lie testified that in 1950 Dr. Burn• 
ett sold· a much sn1~1ler tract to 
the state at slighU~ more than , 
$10,00 per acre, and that property 
along the Palisai,les generally has 

. sold for between ; $6,000 . and 
$10,000 •. · ..• ·· / . . .· 

. " Appraisers for Bur1nett have es-.· 
tlmated the land val~e ,at between 

. $16,500 and $18,500. 1 

Jones . cross-examiped Rooney 
11t'length on the land value point 

· :In support of Bqrnett's contentio,1 · 
·· thai,tlie practice .of :he Rockefel-

~er · · family • in pu~cha$ing the I 

PASSAIC HER.NEWS 
6/19/56 

:State 'Nitness Finds Burnett ., 
E~tate Vlorth Only$750,0bd 
' HACKENSACK-The first witness for the State High.;. 

'way Authority yesterday testified that .br. John C. Bu.r2 , . 
nett's 55-acre estate in Alpine is not wotth. mor,e than: 
$750,000. . . · the testimony of experts put o~ 
Many Stnicturcs Neglected the stand by State Senator Wal- .. 

Arthur J. Rooney,· Cliffside ter H. · Jo:nes and Irving Riker;. 
Park appraiser, told a 12-man Burnett's .attorney. , · : · 
jury. that only the main house On cross-examination by Sena-· 

. and grounds arc in. good condi- tor Jones, Rooney admitted that, 
tion .but that other structures there have been few if any com-
showed signs of being neglected, parable cases along the Palisades. 

·. ,His figure was for land and The scarcity,·he said,was due to . 
. buildings and was in sharp con- the fact· that ihere has been no: 
trast to value put into the record demand for sites in the area be.: 
by Bumett's realtors. cause Rockerfeller ·interests 

The stat ei.s appealing,the con- sought much of the cliff property . 
. den:mation commission award of for museum and park purposes. · 
$1,245;000 claiming it was too . Now in its second week, the:t. 
much. Dr. Burnett is appealing, trial. is expected .to run aboutJ 
saying .it was too little. }le tes- four more days.:• Because of tM/ 
tified it. was· worth $3,000,000.. 92-degree heat in the courthous~; 

Deputy Attorney General Wil- Superior Court Judge J. Wallagf 
11am J. McCormack has a half Leyden told thejurors they coulij 
dozen other witnesses to offset take off theirjackets, They dii' 

•' . . j ' . , . . . , ·•,.; 
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Jury Decides State Must Pay_ More 
- J?or .Conden1ned 551/zmAcre Estate 

. On The ·Palisades In ~lpine 
Hackensack ~Dr. John C. Burnett has been awal'de<f 

$1,585,600 for his ~5½-acre estate on the edge of the. Palisades 
In Alpine, which was condemned for the Palisades Interstate 
Parkway. • . .. 1 ' 1 · ·• 
· The all:male struck jury, which heard tcstjmony foi: 10· 

·,fays on appeaJs by both Dr. Burnett ai1d the State Highway 
Department from· 1a $1,245,312 condemnation award for the 1 

estate. made .by a : comm i.s.sion in 1.953,. ·. retu. rncd its verdict I 
shortly before 9 o'clock last night. . , · · ·. , 
. JURY OUT 4% :nouJtS -- ·------
. The yaluaHon · ~w;ird . was re-
turned before Superior · Court Enrope a11d, Snnth ll~h\hfc11:,.Dr" 

13111:nelt s:dd .,,,me oC the.strnP11.lr~i;; Judge J. ·waIJace ,Leydell. The 
:jurors deliberated niore than 4½. :tnrludj,iK Uir&e sflidios and a laboi:~ 
hours. · · · ·· · atory, were. llnilt from seulpluraf 
, The award is $340,288 inore than designs made by his wife, a painter 
the valuation placed 'on· the est.ate and . sculptress. 
by the cimdemnation connnission. Slate Senator Walter H. Jones, 

During the trial, esUmatcs or. the, who with Irving Hiker or Newark, 
value of. I.he cs late,' .\vhtcll'ii1clude's rep1'esc11ted Dr; .Burnett, con-
three main btiililing i;roups. a11d . tented the fype ofarchilecture \vas 
eight·. ··other str.ttct.\n'rs; ranged, not important a'nd that the estate 
from,$750,000, the figu\' · J. by ~J)• represented a life work o( Ute Bur-

,Pr~iscrs for, the Stii,f · · · netts. · 
than $2,3 million 'b · · In his s11111maJion lo lhe, jury, 
fying fol' Buti1 Jones referred lo confli.ct of inter• 

· While thc',c PaliS !'est critleisor aim.eel .at him and 
Parkway lt,J}f be~i asked th_e . j.orors_ •. •·.1·q.t · to be . h:,£111-
the propertY:;/pr/{ . . . , ... 1 still 'oc- enced by the fact• he was a State 
.cupies thet''.,iainitj:~,~f:d9'.1'i~e. :buH<:l- !~enalor. He _s11id, he. was appearing. 
ing, located;;;Q1flY;.'ij".••'few,:;f¢et from :111 the case only as a lawyer. . 
the . edge;;9~:_iih'e'· •. · .. , )k 1 -At' the outset of the friar there 
Burriett's'.w'\Ie .. ·. _oi•a B. !had been criticismh1 some quar-
Thi1ke11, cof·' . fre.\'1(· roller !lers concerning ,Jones's appearing 
bearing family(• n)F'ebruary 'in a case involving the· Slate ar,ci 
at the age of 8li .. ,. ,. ;, ',· ;:>< · . on. lhe side of a litigant fighting 

At the ,tria:l,', Dr~i,'!a,1.rrne,H:Jesli- ,lhe Stale. ,fo11cs said. in bis sum. 
fled he'._ a11d>1J1is w· fsperit' 'mor~ matioi1 that he had every. right to 
than $96Q;009:fif '.'ings.~nd imc _11ppear in cot\d as a lil\vyefrepre'. 
, provements'.fof; t.<;}' which · sen ting a laud · o,1111e1• who asked 
· had its owrFe.l . p'd"i'.\vatfir Qnly for just coni))cns,,Uon . 
. systems, o~er::,.11 per.· . L3Q•ycars.. Tire . property involved in the 

DESl~NEfi'i1fy/'Vi•1fE case runs about two-fifths of a· mile 
. . .·•> ·· · · •· · along the Pnlisadc.,, between Uie 

,· · Wltnessei'""caifed l:i,i Deputy At~ cliff edge i!IHI Route 9-W, starling 
torncy-Geiieral Williii'm' ,J. McCor- about a m'ile south of the New 
•mack for the State !lad character- York Stale line. 1 • 

led 'most of the buildings as mon- The award jg report.cdl:V the larg-
i'6\rosities wl~ich follo,\vcd no recog_-; est eve!' g/vcn for a single tract of 
1iJZCd ·. arclutecturnl I design.· t\t. land in the State. 
least t:wo expert:; s,lid C'01mlcrparl.s 
L~L!J1_(,bl\ . .'ii.11gs~ could IJ"} '<tud in 
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. ' I 
I and that . b I.., expected the guards and watchdogs em• , 

B! .. · .. ·.u··.· .. r11 ... "l.··.e·· ·ti·· .. ·E· ..... ·s··· .. ··t· .. a . . t···.e•··.·1.·!:.·· property soon will be leased ployed by the couple to·main-· Ii II to that group tor. use as a tain their 'privacy. · 
· · · park. The cost to the com-_ When the 1lfighway Depart- · 

··M·. · · · · ·B · · · · · · p·• i ·· k. mission; he added, would be •.ment took over tlte land, it , .. ~uy·. ·. ecome . ·. 1ar , . nominal. The Highway De. did not only acquire a road, 
: , · · ·• •. · · •.· ... · .. · . . . ' .. · . · .. ·· ·. . · ·• ·. . ·· · ,ii· ·. . . . ·. •• partment, however, would te- . bed but also inherited a var!~ . 

• , . .· i . • lain 'the privilege of canceling ety of fairyland buHdings, acres 
T.he Burnett estate, 11 54- Department in 1955 to. ·p· ro. v'ide the · lease o · 30 or· 60 day no of clifftop woodland8• a. pear, 1 . · .·. . n ... • .. ··· .· · · .. •·. · · shap(!dswiinming pool, a giant 

. acre retrellt at lhe edge of the a'· right of .. way tor the New lice if the land were needed ste.el reinforced . bomb shelter 
Palisades and shut off . from Jersey sedion 6f . the Pali- for state, purposes: and a breath,taking view from 

,th_e' outside world. since it wa54 sad~s ·. Jliterstate. i Parkway iri Thebylk ,of the e,state w~s.1 th ~h~al.iti:esiructure is a tw.in-
. bunt 28 · years ago, soon may · Alpine,• It .· was : pui:chased- untouched by the highway peaked . terra-cotla tile man• 
bloss~m· as a state park. after lengthly court battles~ project, but· because lt lies sion . topped with a topper 

. 'i if it do~. the t>tiblic, whom for more than a r million and between the iimHed access roo.f. Part of the front SCC· 
l>r. Jolin Clawson Burnett and a half dollars. : .parkway .. · and lhe . Palisades t\on slopes fo the ground and 

• -hlg- multi-millionaire w\fe, the Negotiations Held it b11s be.en JeH isloated'. .. ·.· is (:ishioned in the shape of 
• 

1 The fact that the . highway two. ·gian. t eleph.ant feet. . ·.Ten. I.a. te Cor.a .. Tim. k. en,· had. sou .. gh.t A S.P.okes1nan f,or the Jllllh- l ~ that took the. and from the feet in front ot the .main en-
to avoid, wlU inherit their pri• way Department 1said negotia: ·. Burnetts · is a controlled ac- trance to the hou.se is the 
vate sanctuary. tio1is between the state'· and cess road has been as success• edge of the property-and an 

The property was . con- the Palisades In~erstale Park fulin .keepil)g out visitors as almost sheer ·500-foot. drop to 
demned by the Stale Highway Commission are: under way were the 'high wire fences, the' HJtdson River. · c. .. : - -·~------~--'-------+--.,__--.....-----.-=,,,,,,..,.,.,..-....,..,,.._,...,.--,,.c..-.-----,---'-,--'--',----,-.-'-,-'--c-,,--.---'-,..-
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Burnett Estate Near End· 
I 

·. .. Palisades Ite(trcatVVill Yield to.Progress . 
. . , . : . . ·. . . . . ' I 

S. taf .. ' C .. · .. o.,:respo·1.td. e. n.t.. ·. •·· . lh .. c/r unusualn.ess they have .. lhe··· window·s ... a.· ndct.eep.i.ng. ·.·uild. erbrush··.·1 
. ALPINE-The Burnett cslall), a lHearstian touch-they ring of the Natut.; has started what' .tM 
strange and sprawling monument!wil~s of Yucatan or of Hollrwood, wreckers ,_.il(flnlsh. ) . · · .. ·.· . 1 
lo whim· and privacy, wiU soon be 11920. The Park Commission Is sav• 
but a memory. . iVlrs. Burnell, who died in 1956,:iiig one buHdl11g.C,:a long, ' 1o1 

On Nov .. 17 the Slate Highway 1avolded sham lines 11nd Included I structure . with )mmcrous garages\ 
Dcparlmentwill take bids on them,i1y columns which end In "cle- -for storage purposes. Therest,,, 
demoUtion of 11 of the estate's 12 plt?nfs feet." The lntcrlors were.the commission feels, are .unui.1l 
huildings;. signalling the end for. jus1t as u~u~ual-dark blue walls,!able~ · · · · 
!he 25-year-old · home of the late y~E!ow ce1ll_ngs, t;irvcd;oak . dQors1 . 
Dr. and. Mrs. John Clawson . .Bur- w1\h medieval • Jookmg slrar . 
nett. ., . . ' hhigcs and llUIJICl'OUS niches which' 

A more fantastic hoi'ne has on~e hriuscd the Burnetls' precious 
never been ~ec11 in New· Jcr'sey. st~tuary. ,' .· · 
11s architecture is almost Jnde- I . ll ell Guanled 
scribable.. Each building• was de- . ·. '{he couple, ln their desire . for 
signed by Mrs. Burnett.; the for- seclusion, stm·otmdcd the estate 
mer Cora Timken or ·the roller• wilh. fencing 'harhcd-wire' dogs 
be:tring famlly and an amateur m1U guanls. '•rhcse also guarded 
artist and sculptor. an/ art collection or lmmcn~e 
· .· .lllagniHccnt View . . . vailuc. Dr. nurncU never rcvealcd1 

The eslatc''must now make way itsf worth but. he once said I hat; 
for furlher development of . U1c sf?yeral of the arllcles Jost ln .111 
Palisades Interstate Park system ."f brought more than $300,000 m 
but in its heyday the Bt .. rneW; rnJ~~tf·a~ce pafy!nC;nlsl.O'!J .1'.1 . ·f I 
I. l ti · . l • . · 1 · 1· 1· • 1 • ,c OJ c a n c m . ,,. . 1c es a .c 1Vcc 1e1 o n sp enc 1c sec uswn, 1 I l l( I I l . l · I · I 
wilh.oneofthcworldsmostmag- '\U( '.( a .a_JOraory W 11: 1 qm~ 
· T l • . t ti . f t . ta,ncd no .11011, steel m otheri 
m teen · vie~•s. a .. ·· !en· . ec ·• . mtgndic 1nalcrial. Dr. Burnell,' 
. The 12 bmldmgs .mclude a ~an- :i~ osteopath, who died Oct. 29 at! 

SI.Oil per~hcd Oil a 5d0-fo?t C~lff or U1p age of 72, used it for "cx-1 
lh,e Pahsadcs, a_ Iabornto1y, a pcrim('nls" which he never CX· 
pmd11 ten1ple which Dr, Burnell pl~incd or disclosed. . · . ' 
,mporlc~ _from the Far East; a ;foday the csl;itc, which brought; 
large dmmg hall. and a subb_asc- $1],585,000 . in an l9!i7 conclemna•i 

· ment. bomb shelter that was lllcr• Uon award, is mosUy rust, l"ot, 
:ally !1aclrnd • out of the Palisades ~,)d decay. l\foch of Hs :J2 ac~cs\ 
ro'p~Jormalton. · .... ·. . . . . 1s1 already taken by· the present', 
; 'fh~ .-·.buildings. cannot be de, PaUsadcs Interstate Parkwa)', Thei' 

.scr/p~d in ~-~".~~ti?~a~_tcrms. !~!_~st give~ an impression ofbrnken 
' f ' ' 

I 
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Un'ique Mansion·ton Bergen Palisades 
Being R.azed;J1/Buildingf lrtvolyed 
The demQiltlono( one.of the m~st be ~ept by tlie Highway Depart- about 150 .reel from a second build•·· 

umis,rnl architectural monQments ment {or malntemmce purpns.e~. IU11gJn which they dined. , · · .· 
In this a,rea, on a 40 • acre estate Is the[ only hldld\ng oJ the estate, The tesidence house resembles• . : 

. atop. t .. he N.ew.· • Jers. ey P.·aUsade·s.·, _Is whic.h1., Is fenced an. d .. c.1.ose. d .. t. o .. t. lte tw. o. jo.ined.quon. set h.uts·•· f. aced. with.• .. ;· · being carried out by a . Paterson publlq and was once guarded · by green tiles each about a foot square · 
company. • · . . . • . men qnd. dogs, I.hat ls. visible from Th!! ··· copp~r covered roof Is now · i V. Ottillo and Sons, long exper: the parkway. . .·• ·.··· ·.. . . . also green wiJth age. . .•.·· ... • .. ·•, ! fenced lnth~ prosaic W?rk of struc- iyro~t of· the peculiarly .shaped Two Jiving rooms dominate the-I 

.. t·u.·ral·. d·.·e.·m.·o. ht1.·o·n ... ·.··• .p· a··r·k· ... m· g·.··· .. ·.l··.··o .. ··t ... c· " .. n. ·.·. b·u .. 1 .. l·d.·1 .. .. gs. ·w. e.x· .. e·.•··. 
5

.·a.·l·.d.·.·.· .. t·.•o h·a .... ve bcc.·n··.· .In.· ter .. i .. o •. r ... •. I.luge p. i.c·.··t·u···r.·.e· w .. ··1n···.··do .. w. s. f.·a·c. e •.• •.1· ... 

, structlon,. an? earth rem?val, Jn deslg11ed by. Mrs. Burn.ell, the for- east and north. Each reveals a 
. Its · contracting enterprises, de- mer ~?ra Timken; artist, sc11lptor sweeping view of the river . • 
. scribes the work as one.of the most and he.tress f.o part of the Timken· · · · . · · ... ··. · .. · . · . · . ·· 
i unusual jobs In Its career. Roller Bearing fortune. · Trees Grow tllrough llon~e · . 
'"Monument to Perso!Jal .Privacy" Def,ylng description.In the us.ual In the· room on the so1.1th side., 
; Working on a $29.16()0 low bid ap-, terms, the buildings have no s.har- two tree·· trunks rise from· the1 
, pro .. v. edb ... ·y .. t. he. S. tale. · Highwa. y D. e- angl.e:s. an.d .e ... x.le. r.io. r.·. co .. rners a.re fl ... o.or .thro. ugh·. a b.al~on.y.... Each.·! partment, the Ottillo firm Is de- said lo flow into what. Is descrlb- room has a fireplace, as do thG/ 
1 mollshing what has been describ, ed as 'elephants' hooves," repre- prindpalrooms in alJ of the build~ •. 
ed as ,0an extr110rdlnary montt; sentek)bY. larger stones. mgs. .•. ·. . . , \ 

· ment to personal priv11cy,".. . . . OttiHQ said IJhe .• demolition Will ... The dining h111l has a .35 by 20. toot) 
The nionumelit Iii' the estate .of requiir.e (;Orne extraordinary . work room with an organ that report,( 

the late Dr. and Mrs; John Claw- becMse of the placement of the ed!y cos~ $17,500. in 1924. The. o~: · 
son Burnett, "N"orth pt Ihe Alpine buildings .. He said special precau- gan plpes form• the uJ)swept roof) 
Boat Basin Road, After long llti- Uonsi will be takeil in tearing down design. . · ',. • · ··.·.·. . '. 1 
gaHon, •. a conde;mnati<m · court an .. igloo . studio, perched on the ... Some distance from th!!. mal;f 
awarded the BurnetLestate $1;585;0 edgei of the cliff to. the south of the Jwuse ts tlhe doctor's laboratQrY\ 
O·.o ... o ro.r the. pr.·o·p·.crt···Y·•··.Wh .•..... • ... i.i;J·1 ·.b···e ... ·c ... a·m·· ... e. m .. ·. a.1.·n ... l1Q11s. e·.·.·.· .. T. he .. b· ."i.ldin. g can. b. e wh.ich. ·.w.• as· .. ru· .. i·n···.ed .. ·. by•.· .. fir!!. In. •.1·9·. 3.!t .. \ landlocked as ... a 'result. of.the •In~ reacj1ed mJIY by .a foot path. . . and now resembles and eerie castt\ 
terstate Parkw1'Y • \ · · > < ···•·•· .. · ••··· .. ·.· . < ''O11e wrong step and . you fall 1;'lle Jaboratory was presumablY-(i · 

Demolition crl!Ws . .have bEiglm dQwrl a <;rev1ce .·. Into • t,h!! HudsQn used for e'iqjerjments · which Dr.,1 
the task. of raziirg \\[hatC::armine pl0 mve).-," • Ottilio . remarked. ..· .,. ···• i Bur.ne~t riever revealed. He was a . 

tll. io, w·h·o··· h···e···.·a·.·.·.d ... ·•·····$··.·.· .... •·•·:.• •. ·., •. t .... 1.·.1.e·.·· .. ·.· ... ···.·.e .. ·.·.·.o•····.·.n ... ·.•·····t· .. ·.r.· .. ·.a .. c.·. t .... l• pg.•· .. : T ... · .. h;e·.·.·.lg•J .. o. o.· ·s.tu··.d.io.· .. J•s. a.· .on. e -. r.oom .. ·.····. o.·s··.t·e·.o·p·ath ... a.n.·.d· .. ·.·.•.di.ed·. in .. ··N. ew.· .Y.or~ ... ; firm, describes /as ·. ,the ·Jhvelrdest structure in. which Dr. Burnett en, last month at. the age of 72; Mrs. 
buildings'.' he ••haiH;een,:.·, ··· • • ·. · . . tertalned. . . . . ., Burnett died In 1956. .. - . 

·Eleven of the 12 arcl1ltecturally Tlfo BtJrnetts lived in an eights' ''I thought I had . seen everyi( 

.st.ra.·n, g.· e ..... st.ruc. tu .. res a. re ... s.chedu·l·e· d .. t. olr· o.om .. 1 

..... ·.h··ouse·•·•. also.· .. per. c.h.ed.•··.·o.·.n tfu.e .th ... ing .•. ·•.•. 0. tf,·J·l·l·o·.••··.w.h····".·.· ... P ... ·io·,.·1J·t:·e.r. .. e···•d tn·th ... · .e1 be rared within a month. A l11rge edg~ .of ·the towering· Palisades, use . -Of s11rpl!.1i'i Army hmk, fQr, . 
U,sltaped oddity with fou1; apart- 500 1Ceet a~ove tJ1e Hudson. Tbe wholesale 1b.>1l10UUon wotki . com"' 
ments of · t:W(t to, five · rooms will main. t?ulldmg was separated by mented. «B11t thl!I beats all; ' · .-•··· .•... • •. . I ......... ··--·- ... . ...,....,., .. • ... · •... 
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, ~.rse,: Journ1l1 · 
·: ll/18759 · ·. ·. : .• 

. +:: . . . ···_·.· . _. PpterS9!1 Fi'rm Offers __ 
·LJ .. D 1· •. .. -e· •. d .. ,_ ·ow · emo Jhon r · 

·· i . · ;k~NTON (UPI) V. Otlil:io . 
·· · $ohs, cit Paterson, ~ubinitted il 

· .. · .. }o~lbid,of $2!J,600 for.demolition of 
itiuil~ings In Alpl!fe, Bet.gen Coun- . . ·· lty, :to m.ake way for .an lmptQve, . ·. . .· .
1
me~t In _-the _·p .a.ilsa.des Jit{e.rsta.te __ · : .:ci. 

. P,a~k · Systen1, _ the _State Highway · 
. Department annou11ce_d .yesterday: . . . : ' ·. 1 . .. . . . ' . . . . ·.·•_: .. './' ·. 
· . /Ilhc bulldlngH1re located on the · 
1f~rrner Burntitt . ,t;:statEi. atop the 
],aJisades Jn · Alpine, :· and range 
• .• I ," .. . •• . ·. 
:froi'n .qilonset huts to a mansion. 
i'l'h~ · Joi> is .to be · con'lpleted In 30 :working. days: · . . . L:· . . 
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Encore For Roads Sca11dals 
' ' ' 

. ., A new look a:t the h~\ge fedcral~state 
, highway btiilding pto~ra~ for ,vhich you 
; are paying ·escalated gasolme - and. other . 
-Ltaxesjs. in the '?0 r~s for a specia! Hotise . :Congress· at the. 1961 sessibn increased 

1 subcomm1tt~e. 1:"!11s t:me the focus 1\ to be : ·b $11.5 billion the authoriz~tion' for the, 
on allegecr l11gh J)nks m ·M~ss .. achuset.b: O~- i' y;,_tional I. ntcrstate atid Defense. Highway 

, lahoma: and Flonda had be,en the targets Ill ;pwgram, for the fiscal years )963 through 
I960, . . · ,' . , . . · , ,197L Gasol.ine and dies~!. fu~l tax~s at 4 
. 'The. group, .a special. subc:01:nnuttee of ·. tcents a gallon were continued through Oc,; 
the House Public Works l'.;:0111m1ttee estab- ; 1 1972. ' 
lis·hed at, the tp59, se;ssion :of Congress, has ' ' Until the same date these other· taxes 

. be.en 111vestigat111g the: Massachusetts , were boosted: l). from $1.50 per · 1000 
, she9anigans •behind ~l.osed: doors for ,a ye~r ';i pounds to $3 o.n trndcs weighing over 26,000 > . 
and :'- .half. 'The politlc?J; ?vertones m this 'pounds. \2) from 8 ce11t11 per pot10d to 10 
electl?n year _are. obv1ou~;' Almost ev_ery : cell ts on highway tires; 3) fr~nn, 9 cents per 
meanmgful office m the B~y State - fi ~Hn : pound to JO cents on umer tubes; 4) 
IGovern~r to the Senate s~at n?w occ\1p1ed ( from 3 cents per vound to 5 c.ents on t~ead 
!by President.John F. Ken;nedy s appomted n1bber. An .additional 5 'percentage points 
_successor - ts up fo~ .grab1. · · · . (amounting to theJulll0 per cent) tJf the· 
'· lllvolv'ed in the jockeying for the Senate ·exch;e tax oh the manufa<:turer's prtc·c on, 

; seat are political heirs of ~oiisiderablc note.. trucks; buses and· trailcJ:s ·was. pledged to·· 
, At minimimt they include the President's , the Highway Trust Fu,nd. · · · • 

·1 youngest brother, Edward M; (Teci) Ken- · · In tlfr,· election'. year 'the Hopse subcom-,, 
ttedy; a favorite nephew qf House Speaker,' tnitlee appears to be taking the atti~ude that :. , 
John . W; McCormac::k, Edward J. McCor~ ' the less the public knows the 1.ess will hurt · 

· ma:ck, now Massachusetts Attorney Gen- ; them - Qt' more reali~tioaHy, the JeM will . 
· eral; and George Cabot I;,odge, son of the 1 .. deserving Democrats be· hi.trt. But .the fed- ' 

uttsucressful 1960 Republican candidate for. 'eral-state road program has the potential of 
Vice President. . '.1 1 · :'.I a huge scandal hurting individuals in 'both 

· . "' , "' . ! ·"' . . ·. , J, parties -. the first. indictnt,ent. in Ma,ssa~ •· 
. Perhaps for politicaJ reasons alone tins ·1 · chusetts named a lugh-rankmg Republican 
. elettion year .P[0be.of pollution i!1 t!1e. high", ~s w_ell as a Democrat""'."'. and sooneror late( 
I way progrnm Ill Massachusetts IS going_ to ·,t Will be parsed. . ' ' ''' ' ' . 
'. be rather narro'\'v, If sud1: a11 undcrstand111g : . Fortunately, New Jersey, under th!!· able. 
;exists, it means that a. gopd 1i1a,ny potenfoi.1 • lcaclership of Commissioner Dwigh.t R: S. 
\areas of. rottenness )vill b¢ f1cglcctcd. These · Pali1ier, h;.is steered clear of scandal m high-
! include everyt~ing fto.111 ¢11gi11cering to ac• ; ,yay developin~nts. · · 
. tual tonstruct1on. • ·. 
!· * • ' • 


