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The February h, 1961 issue of "Parade - The Sunday Nawxpapor Magazine“
incorporated in the Sunday editions of - 51 newopapers throughout the

nation with & oombined circu{ation estimated at 12,000,000 copies,
‘featured an article by Jack Anderson titled "The Great Highway Robbery"
Supposedly’based on information gathered by Gongressman Blatnik and his
fassociates, the article purp?rted to reveal instances of graft an&
'voorruption on the part of hi%hway officials and legislators of the various

States in connection with cohstruction of the Interstate Highway System.

o . ‘

The single reference to New heﬁsey is riddled with in&ccuracies and mig-

representations. The uriter}apparently depended to a large extent upon.
.'hearsay, without examinatlon of the public record available to him,

The implioation that the Neﬁ Jersey Highway Department was prompted by

political influence to depart from normal andvproper procedure evaporates
| in the face of the evidenceJand, considered by itself, is not worth '
, noticing. However, the disservice rendered the citizens of the United

- States by impugning the motlves of all of those who have devoted themselves '

to public gservice demands attention.
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.The Highway Department in New Jersey not only’favors complete exposure B

5

- of wrongdoing in the conduc? of the taxpsyers' business, but actively

vpromotes this goal through constant internal checks by investigators

|
]

,’attached to the Commissioneﬂ's office. Experience showsvthat_this
approach produces concrete‘resultsbmn anyone seeking to “get.rich quick"
4lsoon turnS»his‘talents to'gneener»fields; But experience also shows
,that ill-conceived and inaccurate "scare stories” often defeat the legi- ‘
v ~timate purpose of serious-minded investigations, creating a smokescreen
l .'behind which the real culprits may escape. The following analysis is "
_ presented as a demonstration of Just how far "The Great Highwsy Robbery"‘.

strayed from facts.

’ Under the sub-heading "How to Double the Ante" Mre Anderson wrote-~
‘: "An heiress with an estate at Palisades, N J., made an . even

"'dbigger killing.‘ She was willing to settle out of court for

!
: $800,0000. Bnt because a state senator uas representing the

.femily and no one wanted to clash with him, it was decided to ‘

1obtain a legal condemnation. The taxpayers coughed up to $l. B

f million - double the price."_, | | | N
-If only the Highway Department 1tself was involved, statements of such
”Morigin and character wouldlnot warrant response. But Mr. Anderson's ‘

B attack also implies that tte taxpayers suffered unfairly through the |

'\.due legal process provided for the taking of property by the State. ThiS“,

tcannot remain unchallenged.,."f ' C o

|
|
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|
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not a 51ng1e sentence of the entire paragraph

As a matter of"actﬁél fact,
in the article qnoted abovi is correct. The estate,vowned by Dre. and Mrs.
~John C. Burnett, was located in Alpine, not Pallsades. The asking price

was $3 milllon, not $800 000. The "state senator” dld not represent

the ‘owners until after condemnatlon proceedings were 1nst1tuted and upheld,

" I
over the owners' vehement objectlons, by the hlghest court in ‘the State.
!

Prolonged 1it1gation before Condemnatlon Commissioners resulted in an
the nghway Department eon51dered this entirely '

I

award of $l.2;milllonvbnt
Superlor Court Jury, upheld by the State Supreme,"

too”high and appealedt A
' Conrt;vthen set;the ralue Lf the property at approxlmately $1.6 milllo -
but part of this sum was pald by the Pelisades Interstate Park Commisslon _
from private funds.' 3'¢f ' : .

1

vgtEven 1f the allegatlons berr. Anderson bore some semblance to reallty,

o their place in an article dealing with construction of the Interstate

1
'System is open to question‘ The Burnett property was condemned as a

'~step necessary to construction of the Palisades Parkway. The acquisition

S was a 100 per cent State project and Federal funds were not invélved in

5 any way.
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»Mr,;Andersdnfcifés Rep,’Blathik and his‘ass@ai&t@g aa the main source

.'6f‘informatione Two teams of 1nvestigators empl@yed by the Blatnik

Committee rev1awed the Highway Departmentﬁs flles periaining to Feaeral

L

rAid-projects for“several mqnths, prever9 since the Parkway was not a

Federal Aid prﬁject,vthey h?d nO'occasion tcvreviaw'the Burnett files
|

The long and protracted 1eéal proceedings, starting in 1952 four ywars

o ?
‘ before the inceptmon of the Interstate programg were glvan ample

\

_5pub11city at the time, but[lt is dlfficult ho see how the facts then

‘dlsclosed through sworn testimony could be mlﬁmnterpreteds

;4AJ9§hdensatioﬁ‘of the évents in this’casq9 in ¢hrqﬁ¢1qgical order

May 1, 1953 - The then'State nghway Commlssioner authorizes Rightwof- B

‘way Div1sion to negotiate for 55 acres in Alpine owned by Dr. and Mrs.

' John G. Burnetto Prellminary estlmate 1ndicates cost between $1,000,000
S l

‘vgiand 31,500,000. The sum of $1 OO0,000 actually reserved for purchase.

i
|

‘jMay 13, 1953 Owners refuse ~verbal offer of $750,000 from State..'

fw;Their asklng price $39000,000. State repeats verbal offer in writlng

f,j;May 25, but. owners agaln refuse."

!
1
i
I
N

' ‘_’May 25, 1953 e State Highway Gommlssioner approves condemnatlon proceedings.
't Owners obtain temporary 1njunction from Judge John' Ce Grimshaw, Jr., State -

,.Superior Gourt's Ghancery Division, restralnlng Highway Department. ,

l
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‘Augo 26 1953w Judge Crlmshaw 1lifts restraint against ﬂondemnation of

22 acres required for actual construction of Pallsades Tnterstate Parkway,

reserves decision on balanqe of property. Owners appeal."

‘-[_

-Sept. h, 1953 - Superior Court‘s Appellate DlViSlOH upholds 1lifting of .

restraint of condemnation of 22 acres .o Own.ers7 appeal certlfied to
. t .o

Supreme Court. ;
i
Jan. 11, 195h - Supreme Cburt‘upholdsllifting of restraint of condemnation

of 22 acres, permlttlng cohstruction to start.

\
|

i

- May 19, 195h e Order entered by Judge Grimshaw lifting restraint on
condemnatlon of remalnlng 53 acres in Burnett property on the ba31s :

1t will be 1andlocked by the Parkwaya Owners appeal, but drop case
,’_',July 27, 195h ; e |

. \ .
(Up to thls p01nt, the State was represented by former Judge
Francis Lloyd and the Owners were represented by'Mr. Irv1ng
Riksr, Esq. of Newark) |

; June 11, 19Sh - Superiorwoourt Judge Wallace Leyden app01nts three ‘

‘ quallfled Condemnatlon Gommissioners.

|

|

3

| March 28, 1955 - Condemnation Hearlngs begln. Teétimony for owﬁérsVShdws
‘top value of $2 730 th and low value' of %2,&63,089 20 for land and 8

; buildlngs on ba51s of orlginal cost and improvementsa Testlmony for State

o 'shows market value of $750 000,

.g‘
|
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Dec. 8, 1955 ~- Condemnation Commissioners award owners $1,245,312.50.

Deputy Attorney CGeneral forH State recommends appeal.
|
Jans 7, 1956 -~ Mrs. Burnett dies at age of 8L leaving property to

Dr. Burnett.

June 14-18, 1956 ~- Jury trial before Judge Leyden and blﬁe ribbon. jury.
In his charge %o jury, Judée Leyden allows consideratidn of replacemént
cost of buildings_leés.depﬁeciation because of the "unique" nature ofvthe ,
dwellings, which couldknot;be classified architecturally. This was‘the
first time in New Jersey t%at the "unique préperty" theory was applied

to dwellings. .

. \ ! |
June 18, 1956 -~ Jury returns verdict of $1,585,600. Deputy Attorney
General recommends appeal,%authbrized June 21,

May 31, 1957 -- New JerseyéSupreMe Court upholds jury award, adding

interestvwhich bring the total price to $1,617,08L.79.
June 1y, 1957 =- Left no alternative, state Highway Commissioner
approves fing; settlement as of June 21, 1957.

o .Jﬁne 26, 1957 ==~ Check in the amount of $111,770.99 received from

Palisades Park Commissionito defray portion of cost of acquisition.



~ (Mr. Riker and then Stéte Senator Walter H. Jones represented
the owners after conde@nation proceedings began March 28, 1955.
' |

Deputy Attorney General William J. McCormack represented the

State,)

October 15, 1958‘—-'Negotiaiions with Palisades Park Commission

for utilizing excess Burnet@ property for Park purposes,

Oct. 1959 =-- Dr. John Burnett dies at age of 72,

Nov. 17, 1959 - Bids on demolition of buildings. Low offer $29,600.
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APPENDICES

List of newspapers utilizing "Parade".

Excerpt from letter by A. E. Johnson, Executive Secretary

of the Association.

Copy of telegram to Rep. Blatnik from J. C. Womack,

President, American Association of State Highway Officials.

Iist of BExhibits.

A1l court procedings are listed under the following

Docket Reference Numbers

A.
B.
Ce
D.

Condemnation complaint by State - 1308-53 °

Burnett injunction against condemnation - 01922-52
Jury Trial - L2890-55

Appeal by State - A725-55
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’ BWIGHT R. G. PALMER, aammsewwm
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| February 7, 1962

L ~ |
Commissioner Palmer
_ i =

PARADE is a weekly magazine supplement published by‘Parad@'

Publications Incorporated of New York. This supplement is
“utilized by 51 newspapers in the United States. According

¥ REPLY PLEASE ARFER o,

“to the Internatmonal Year Book (1961 edition of Editor andf'

Publisher) these papers are as 1isted belows

Akron Beacon Journal (Ohia)
Albuquerque Journal (N.M.) =
Allentown Calluchronlcle (P&a)
,'Ashev1lle Citxzen—Tlmes (N.C. )
Baton Rouge ‘Advocate (Ia,)
Beaumont Enterprlse (Texas)
. Blnphampton Press (N Y )
Boston Globe b ﬁ =
Bridgeport’ Pﬁ,t‘(Conn.) ,;g
Buffalo~Cour1er-Express ,
- Cedar Rapids Gazette (Iowa)-
~Charleston GazetteuMall (W, Vao)
Chicago Suanimes o : :
Dayton New# - : ST
- Denver Rocky Mountain News DS
- Detroit Free Press 3 
 Erie TimeSuNews '
. Evansville [Courieér and Press (Ill.)
. Fargo Forum (NeD.)

;'- s

|
|

|
|
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- Fort wayne Journal-Gazette (Ind@)
‘Fort Worth Star-Telegram (Texas}
Fresno Bee (Calif.) ~
Greenvills Newh (S. ¢.) R
“Harrisburg Patriot-News (Paaﬁ J.{
Hartford Courant (Comn.) =
Honolulu Star-Bulletin. (Hawau}
‘Indianapolis Times
Jackson Clariqn—Ledger/Daily News (Missa) ’
~Jamaica Long Island Press _
" Knoxville News Sentinel
Lincoln Journal-Star {Neb.)
- Little Rock Gazette |
TLong Beach Independent Preas~Telegram
" Macon Telegraph and News (Ga,)
Madison State Jourmal (w1s.)r
~ Miami Herald
 Modesto Bee (Calif.)
. Newark Star-Ledger IR :
‘New Bedford. Standard Times (Mass.)
‘Newport News-Hampton Press (va.) ‘
Oakland Tribune {Calif.) .
- Pasadena Independent, Star News
.. Peoria Journal-Star e
. Portland Telegram (Maine)
. Portland Oregonian ‘ »‘
}3;\Reading Eagle (Pa. y o '
" Riverside Press-Enterprise (Calif.)»
'San Francisco, Chronicls e
" -Seattle Tlmas S
- Syracuse Post-Standard R
Washlngton St?r & Post SNy

|
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EXGERPT FROM LETTER OF FEBRUARY Sy 1962 TO ALL MEMBER&, AMERICAN ASSOCIATION .

!

~OF STATE HIGHWAY owxcm..s:
A
J

[

|
|

|

eeo I am sure thet all of you, by this time, heve heard of the story, "The Great
‘Highway Robbery".

It was: carried in the PARADE Magazine in the Sunday papers yes~

terday, on February 4. It\was supposed to have a reading: audience of some 12 mil-
lion people. "It is a very vicious, indicting article, and enclosed 1s a telegram

that was sent to Chairman Blatnik this morning. I have gailned the impression, £rom

talking to the Blatnik: Staff, that they regret the article very mmch but assume
no responsibility for it in any way. : : _

It is my personal Opﬂnion thet we will noa have @ publie statement made as
| . PN o . . :

Each and every one of the’ Blatnik Committee hearinga acts to create more and -
more federal control over)our program, and- it 16 regrettable Ehat certain acts -con=

- tinue to glve rise to additional hearings. o

" No doubt, the PARADE article contributed to this unusual 1nterest on the part

Wi I am thoroughly convinced that there is a well-planned, wellafinanced power play
in operation that is anti~highway, and it is ‘being manifeated in many waya.‘ The :

.'1,'PARADE article might well be one euCh GXample. ) i

: I would hope that the attached telegram is given wide distribution in your
Department and to the Prebs in your State, R » -

SR I noted this morning, in the Hearing Room, thac the Staff seemed to be very |
publicity-minded asy- for the first time, an unusual amount of space was reserved
~for the Press and seats were actually reserved for certain members of the Press,

N

- -of the Press for. the current Blatnik hearings.,:

Yours verynguly,

kel ':A. E. Johnson A‘l
'ﬁ_¢znxecutryé Secretary
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF STAﬁE HIGHWAY GFFEGIALS
917 National Press Bmiiﬁﬁﬁg
‘Washingﬁon by Do Co

‘Telegram sent to Blatnik
- 8:50 AJM., 2/5/62

" February 5, 1962
- Washington, D, €.

Honorable.john‘A. Blatnik
House Office Building
Washingtoa; Ds Co

Reference is made to :he article in the February 4, 1962 PARADE. Megazine, B
. "he Great Highway Robbery", by Jack Anderson, and its attributing certain staté- .
- ments, through direct and indirect quote and inference, to you as Chairmau of the
fInvestigating Committee and to’ the House investigating staff.

‘ The article recounts again disclosures of wrong doings made publie in your

- Committee's hearings. We do not in any way condone these wrong acts and regret

~ them. We admit that we will probably have the normal percentage of ouxr people’
yielding to temptation that 1is found in.other groups and endeavorso; We are try-

f'ing to keep the percentage to” a ‘mfndmume Lt i N '

' The article also describes some acts not yet made public through Committee
hearings but evidently dieclosed to the writer of the article by sLaffe;

e we are of the opinion that your: earings to date hav »been sincere, objective,
" and constructive., We do not believe’ the Committee's findings to date indicate
. that half of the Country' 8] highway officials should be 1n jail. This is a ger~
ious indictment. B M el LR i "‘ S

f
1

We believe that a relatively small percentage of those engaged in the high~
way program is responsible! for the criticism and that” the vast majority are
dedicated competent public eervants. We believe that you personally share this

[

. PARADE 1is- widely circelaced and’ read and if ‘the article is left unchallenged, .

4ts viciousness will do irreparable damage to the highway program and to the -

_reputation of: many fine public servants and will add materially to the cost of
the progtam. { . . ; ,

: | :

P we would hope and we Fespectfully request that you- take the opportunity
o at the opening of your Committee 5 hearings this morning to set the record

”'f“straight in a public statement.

Je C WOMACK Ll
: President AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF

J
| :
| ST’ATE HIGHWAY OFI‘ICIALS ‘
|

|

|

|

!

e
-

|
|



| l LIST OF EXHIBITS
| ’ o N

| :14 ~ Decision to eppraiee‘Burnett property, Anguet lh, 1952

2.  Owner's cost figures, March: 18 1983

3. Request for right-efaway approval, indicating ewnere' refneel to

‘permit surveye, April 29, 1953 ' k
ke Approval to negotiate, May 1, 1953
5, written offer to- ownere, May 25, 1953
i 6. Approval to condemn, May 25, 1953
:7.." Decision upholding condemnation, May 10, 195h
8, Ratification of con;emnation proceedings, June 3, l95h
9. Appraisal by State engineer, November 5, 195k
- (outside appraisals made both previously and subsequently)
10. Letter of policy from Palisadee Interstate Park Gommission, July 18 1955
11;. Analysis of testimony at condemnation proceedings with aupporting
o figures, October 31, 1955.. |

12, 'Recommendation to appeal condemnation eward, December 8, 1955

13._ Appeal authorized, December 8, 1955 '
| 1k, Analyeis of jury verdict June 19, 1956 '

v‘iS, Departure of owner, May 29, 1957 - _'
16. Recommendation to pay jury award approved June 13, 1957
_‘iz.\ Receipt of'check ffom Palisades Interstate Park commission, July 26, 1957

18. _Newapaper files.”

|
I
|
[
%

|
I
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“3# REPLY PLEADE REFER TO -

Palisades Interstats:
Parkway. ‘

| .

| e

| ﬁtmr of New Jevoey
.‘STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

R, 5. ADBBOTT, COMMIGZIONER
1‘ TRENTON ¢
|
|

.%@wrﬁ | @%ﬁffﬁg‘

August 1hth,1952

2 T

Memorandum

) Mra

J. J. Nevmark:

At the request of Mr. Morgan of the Palisades

 Interstate Park Commission, I have agreed to have 22 acres,
‘more or less, of the Burnett property located in Bergen County
on the propesed line of the Palisade Parkway sppraised and an
offer made for the purchase of thls propertys

It will be necessary to have outside appramsers -

as I feel quite sure that before we can acquire this property
it will go to condemnation. I spoke to Mr. Lincoln about this

yesterday when he was in my office.

Cey

Cod - \ ;?,‘ (e
E. W, Kilfatrick
State Highway Engineer

GommissionériAbbott

‘Mr. Fritzsche

~ Mp. Hulse |



94 REPLY PLEASE REFER YO

Palisade® Interstal

\

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

| o

| STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT = Dre Burnett Propert

|

|

|

|

|

|

| — Parkway:
Mem of N@m J@rmy _.
R, Jo ABBOW COMMIBRIONESR
TRENTON v
| 'EWG/E
March 18,1953

|
\
{
1
\
J

llemorandmn

i

|

Mre J.J.Newmarkt

E Dr. Burnett called last avaning and stat@d he
had a i‘:lrm of public accountants audit his books which showed

' that on the 53 acres he owns along the Palisades in Bergen

County he has a‘ctually spent on improvements and cost of the

; “land $2,h50,897022. He carries insurance on the property in

the amount, of $951, 700, and his premium amounts to $58;000:00.

' ’ . nIamonl;y givingy«au this asaguide, ifwe
have to go to dondemnation on this property. . ,

State Highvmy Enginée:é

}
|
|
\
|
=
|
\
|
I
»

Ces Gommz.ssion Abbotf, |



IN REPLY PLEASE REFER YO

Approval of General Property
. FParcel Map -
Palisades Interstate Parkway
- New Jarszy Sec. 1H
Station 122+00 to Station
g’ mw nf N?m %Qm m{ 512+0. Grading, Bridge and

STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT Paving.
R J. ABBOTY, t:ommssmntm ’
}. TRENTON

1]
| \
5

 April-29,vl953‘

AN

\
|
' ' , EL
MEMORANDUM ol
oA
;Mr. E. W, Kilpatrick{*

- Herewith is a prinb showing the Burnet property
(Paroel 1) on tha above project@

. Since permission to make . highway surveys was | .
denied, it was necessary to make a tentative design at this

location. ,, o v
1
If it should come to pass that the necessary right
of way can be acquired by agreement, then for reasons of economy
it will become necessary to change said design and also to -

:vreduce the slee of the taking.

- If, however this is impossible, the State will have
qu”?to resort to condemnétion and this in the quickest possible time
”~j;because of the urgent need for clearing the: way for construction.

L Your approval of this map is requested and 1b is
\?{*Arecommended that it be forwarded to Mr. Newmark for submission
= to the Commlissioner for his approval, for the setting up of
‘-funds and for authority to acquire the necessary right of way. -

RN ' 0. H. Fritzscce '
_ ; J Director,Bivision of Roada
- RViet :
- CCe Mr. Newmark
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_..ﬁ_:_,.i..@.n.wiﬂ.UQGDQFOLD HERanouavvto'nc._,a,ﬁana_,a.m..ma_eaFO_LD HEREunummdwémw-wt-u
’{ g, f~ For action by State Highway Commissi@her :,'“*'-' _;\5; 25

To Rs T, Abbott | , SV ewn e
L Commissioner R R

Syl

GOUNTY OF‘ BERGEN

: B There is presented a Map of tha Burnett property on '
*'Palisades Interstate Parkway, Section 1H, Station u28+0ﬁ to. Station 512+0
- bogether with memorandum from Mr. 0. H. Fritzsche, 'Director, Division =

. of Roads, which has been approved by Mr. E@ W Kllpatriek, Staﬁe Lo

J».,Highway Engineer, B - , : ( e
N o Iﬁ is recommendeg that this Map “be approved and authority
.. granted to negotiate for’ th Cfibguisition of the property owned by -
John C. & Cora B, T, Bu @ﬂ &ying east of Routs 9w, designated a8

’~’Parcel #1 on sald Map. S

; ~ The estmnated cost for Parcel #1 is between %1 0003000 and
' $1,500 000. -Authority 1s requested to. set up the sum of $1 000 ,000

 ,at this time. RS

|
|
4
- g f.’“,f~”ApFRQVEDv
ySupervising’Enéineex‘?’ﬂ _ L e ,'._»Ir-wﬁ;gﬁ;myl.m‘;«.mzuzu‘cmv{k

Appraisals & Negotiations . ‘
| - . 53 , Mﬁﬂ'4
"‘*“JM@G“;}ﬁfk tﬁ44kqﬁl/cx~ Mﬂh’4 19 ,

0 & Chlef R. W. Engineer T 0651. SO P " L ! Bt
| | N R | B   \{ ;‘_

s | APPROVED' - :
. JJN?%Sﬂ,},, a " 'State Hiphwav GommIssioner | .

1.
I
f

P

|
|
o

‘ .



Polisades Interabate Paviovay
Seoblon 3

Parcel L

John Cs & Gors He Too Durnetb

;@mw sf New %M‘Mg

STATE H!GHWAY DI:PAR?MENT .
R. 4 ABRBOTT, commsaeemm o JJiEzmm

COPY FOR . ‘ ; o TRENTON §

| Eay 25, 1953
| _
Drte John € Burnobd &
Yrpe Cora ¥ Te fumebd
Borough of .Alplne, New Jerasy

Dear 5ir and Madamg |
- In the construction of" the Peﬂib&ﬁﬁ& ‘{rtcmmm I‘ar!wm:;', Section
1}1, extonding from aboub Statlion L22400 to about Statien 51280, it Lo fowmd
- nocassary to mqumm a corboin parcel of land located 4in the fowough of ,
- Alpina, Counby of iergen, end :t.at_fa of lew. Jéraw; of }’shﬂ,‘:h .,m; are vepubed

$0 be the vsnorse ‘

'i'hee 1rmd which tho Stabe desires to sequirve in foe m desiznatod
ap Parcel 1, and ia outlined in red on the: enc]oscd m.af», md es fast of

ifoute 9-% e N }

: In the prc:livnmarv nerobin mom b woen ony represantatives Aml
- your A%omwm on Wedneuday, day 13ehy ab which Dre Dumc d. Was presenbg
g sum of ,p,()() 000 wan swrresbed wit) mut profulles ag a basls of aebtlomont
L for tho acqulsition dn foa of tho entive property inolwd m.i in Farcel le
: Thia 1s a m'iﬁwn canﬂrmmim of tho z@ug osbed goltlonont .rlthoub pm,judicao

. Vg m‘m Toen adviwd thx*ou«*n your Attorney by phone that thds ofe
for 4a not accoptmle to- “\,on, enc 4o data no other acceplable bagls of sebe
‘tlement for tho convey :mca in fee of this 1>mpc=rb rmu&.md, &8 saovn on
' thes mp, hias been pmaanmd on your bohalfa o o :

Wa havo thamfora am:mm ad *ah at a sotblo u@m by agreos xmt eannot.
ks reached, and’ comammtion pmcaodim;a will, as a mtter of necessliby,

bs imstibuwd'

: , \t’a would emprswciaw heardng Lrom wx,{ ty rebuwrn mall 4f you doalre
to pmam’e oy sutiafmbary prapozsal as o pousible ba.;m for aaqmizi‘@icm
ol this prcpertj i*y agmw tenbe v
R, Yery truly vours,
L BIATE HIGHEAY DEPARTHGNI

; * L K'Juliua Jg How nn@. ;
[ f’irectar Chiu‘f himb-«a ’a.y m&mar

'Vm‘ol,,, -
cot Rikor, Emery & Danzig, Foqse

I3
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» onﬁn.occo-oo.F‘OLD HPREooellboonoo»ooel\dsusaqawa FGLD mEnuéoaoteorcdioa_n

F‘or action b[y State Highway Commlssioner

. & TO'I'RO J. Abbott " ; ‘ ‘ L | _ouooowzsga];95e3a000oleou-o .

- Commlssionor A ST . v .
e e »comw OF mRGEN R

s There are presented a map\and description of the John G. and Gora B. Ta v ,
. Burnett property, Parcel 1, lying East of Roube 9-W, on the Palisades Interatate s
Parkway, Section lH, together mth estimates, appraisals and other da'i;ae B

S Negot.iations were conducted with the owners thmut,h Dro Bumett and. Irving
Riker EsqQe, of the firm of Riker, Emery & Danzig, based on a tentative offer
- of $750,000 for the enbire property included in Parcel 1, lying East of Route
 9-W. . The attorneys, on beha].t‘» of the owners, refused ‘the ofi’er, and refused

to state the price that they would accept.

. Authora.ty is therei‘ore reqwsted to institute condemation prcceedings for
-the acquisn.’oion in fee simple of this entire property desn.gtmted as Parcel 1
~ on the map, required for the cpnstruct-lon and improvemexrb of t.he Palisades In- .

terstate Parkway, Secta.on 1H. ;
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~ RANSFORD J. MBBO'IT, inddvidunlly ‘
md as smw Highway Gamaism:l.omr, t . Yot for Pubmﬁ&ﬁian Nithwﬁb
{ - “the Approval of the G@mmittee
' D&fmudanta " 8. on Opiniona@
I ' S
g»a@n*wﬂn%e&wﬁ% »
S
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In furtharmw: of the construction of the P‘alizmdo xnt.emtata Parlmay,
ant.horiwd by Le 19L7, a,i 7h (R. Se 2746=1), &ou), the ‘stata mghway CQmmiasioner
dotermined to mquim 55 acraza of lami belongving tzo tha plajm.:!.ff Cor&\ B. Te ‘_ B
vBurnatt. To pmvmn’t; th@ %mimimmr from carzying out hia detemmination ﬂm |

3 plaintiffa 1natituted thiss mtiou in wkxich the,f ssmk a juc{‘mant declaring thut. tha
s

.....

with oomiamxmtion proca»sdingm. Plaintiffe &l}aga as gromds far thair complaint th&z
~ the deterainztion ef tm Co'nmisaionwr to t&ka their property wag not mached in gooca
| faith in the :S.n*t.eremt af the. .umw !ﬂ.ghway .:yatm ’ but was influ@noed by tha intersst,
of the Paliaade Im;arata‘c:a Park CQmmx.suion; that it impossaa a fimnom h\n'd@n on the
State without commensufate benefLt smd tm. u 1a not within the powax‘ or tha
commissioner and is oppre‘wiwa - '

| The defendam: Gomm.iwionﬁr movas fox' awnmnry Judgment..

I‘o nust be noncaded ﬂmt the swm Highway Commisxwiozwr ma a.mple :

statutory authority for tho course which he proposed to :mrsue.} Re S. 27:6, Re Se 271

 The faots ava not in di&guté‘. ‘Thorefore, the question is whethor the vecord exhibdiis
1 le
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8 stat.a of fmﬁm ﬁ’mm whi.a\h it migm. be mn@mﬁm i;mt ﬁm @@mﬂ.@mmm mw bam
guj.lty of & pmlpable abunn of diwmw.m. @i‘ty of u@wwk: Vo E% Je» %fumpikc »

 Authority, 7 Neda 377 (wup. Ots 1951).
' No umem pﬁrpoua vmuld b@ served bycﬁ stalled rooltation 01‘

| tlm facts, Sn.fm.m 1% to nay that I hmw begm umb’.t.@ to ﬂmﬁ any ¢ videnge whntawr

i of & lack of gaod mith m@ tha pm of ﬁh@ Qamimiumm Undor sveh eﬂxwmstamei :

~ the Court will nots mmfm. Burnath e Abbmzt, 1 ?‘3.3@ 291 {mpp ota 1951;). o
‘Th&remrap t.hm'e mu ba judﬁgmont i‘or thea dafmndmtsa ' ’ R

w-n‘wwo@uwaﬂ%

_Vl)atu ~ May 10, 195k
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Por action{by State Highway Commissioner

TO Dwight R. G. Palmer {
Commlssioner . :

‘ v Jline"_B, 195k
| ; COUNTY OF BERGEN o

' There 1s pr«sented a communication from Judge Francis V, D.
Lloyd dated June 2, 1951;,I together with map and description of the

John C. and Cora B. T. Burnett property =~ Parcel #l1, 1ying east of .

Route 9W on P&lisades Intevstate Parkway, Section 1H. ,

| on May 26, 1?53 Acting State Hiqhway Commlssi oner B. W
Kilpatrick authorized the instltution of condemnation proceedings
for the acquisition in fee simple of this entire property, required
Tfor the construction: and\xmpxovement of Palisades Interstate Parkway
Section 1H. An injunction having been issued in this cage, the action
~ was not then recorded ithhe minutes of the State Highway Commis sioner.
~ However, the complaint was flled 1n the Superiocr Court of New Jersey,
Law Division, Bergen Couuty (Dngket No. L 308-53) on September 9, 1953,
“for the acquisition of all ¢f~¥hﬂ Burnett property, and the appointw -
ment of" Commissioners is! now pding.

L It 1s recommended Vhat the previous action by Mr. Kilpatridk
and the filing of the complaint both be ratified and approved as a
matter of record, to be 1ncluqea in Lhe current minutes of the State

- Highway Commissioner, o
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NOTICE! To The Appraisér; ] APPRAISAi OF PR@PPR—E.Y

Analyze and-show on this Ap-

praisal: ; i qu_lte Ng?’?ag&iﬂt@pﬁya Section No. IH .................. |

1 Value of entire property—
land, buildings and other
improvements.

2. Value of remaining propesty.

3. Value "of part taken and
darmage to remainder.

4. Sign and certify to thé'ap-

|
|
|
|

Parcels No A

meerygﬁmﬂwgﬁmﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁx Gora b %o Burnett

praisal. . \ Trenton ... vy N. J., “QVQ%@QWS .................. , 1954 .....
1 hereby certlfy under oath that I am a resident of the .’ “NMK“ . of wgm.gf@iﬁﬁ ............... County of
Meorcxls . and State of New Jersey, and that I am empioyed 173 the Highway Department of this
‘State as . Aseba Rlat. Easlnesr. ~weerand have been so employed, or in similar capacity, since
Decemaer.. 1942 oy and am quahﬁed to appraise the property to be taken and damages caused,
by virtue of V‘L‘I.."kﬁlm’lﬁd' ol to and troends In Dergen County, and

my._expoerionce in_sporais [ provertys . that

‘ IJhave E'arefully examined “the constructson plans and the ‘property affected and to be acquired from
. 0”!0 '

. Gora T, Ly umw‘t'l'by the State of New Jersey, as shown on the map for Route
N&alaInbaluy Sec. No. ... kil Par. No. ko .. -, and that I have. carefu!ly investigated,
examined and analy7ed pertinent and, avanlable data and record of sales dﬁectmg the just value of this
property, and appraise the property as fO”OWS' :

Located bebweon U. 8. uzta 9% and the top of the Pallsades olifr, on the
northorly sido of ﬁuclvan Wn&ﬁ, in the Uorourh of Alnine, Bergen Connty, is

the esiate of Shab acres usually roforrod to as ihe Dr. Surnstt aroporty.

Itoute 9% is a state hirhway foxwinﬁ part of one of the principal northe

~rsouth Untted States bhichways.  Rucksan Read 18 a local road extending from
the rallroad ntuﬁiom in Closter Lo tne top of the Palisades. Tho porilon of

~’tm13 road east of QW fs Livtle used, and Is in poor eondltlons  Whe property
enjoys au exoa110nb panoradsile viow uf the Hadaon iliver, its sastera mhore,
-YOHNura, part of uJSLGﬂ&SLGP VOAuty, B.d & dlstuut viow of Loug IBla.j.uﬁlud

- Fro: Lu”@ on QW 1s abo.b L 93 foot. DJ)Lh on lucknan Road is avoat 1,245

fact, and on the ﬂGPLduPlj'p"O:OrL" liue 1s &uazb 1,142 feot. Aporoximate
frontage alony the Callsades 1s 1,900 faot,v‘hll of the proporty, oxcapt

©along the cl?if, 1s euclossd Ly m woven wire feuce, surnountod Ly varied
“wire. ©Tne gorge, or c¢lelis, wulch partlally divides the proporiy into a
*;nortxevl; and a souathorly na tlon, 1s slso ecloscd off by a woven wlre f@uce

to imoo o accags from iis moth abt tho ioat of tna saliﬁadaso

A wlith of avoutb VGO or 600 foot acrons Lno @uﬁira northarly portiou ol ther

“ - proporty has boen oﬁuenml"oly londacaped with dogwood, rhiodode:dron, lonrel
~oand othor plantiazs. due rovaloder of the prororiy has voen leflt gouverally
in a virgln state, oxcopt for paths, marrow drives and various suall clear=
dngs for bulldings. Tk“ﬂ”ﬂa‘aLuﬂur has voon ssrlouasly neglectod silunco a

¢§ricune lovoleﬁ ALY of’ tlie- truow in 1?)0, thu dauria hot haviag voen re-

moved. :
'i“‘~

~ In the nori! arlv wartion cf the nrowarty are locatad the main dwellinrm, nenr

the top ol nho cl?ff dinitie hally spring fod underproand roeservoir in thw
northussterly coragyr of the land; a stone craghor nearbdy; a largo rolouforecd
concrote swimaine vool noar tho re sldence, Tormed In a erevico; a "U" shupod

- proup cousisting of ofi{co‘, ropalr and sbtorage rhops, elesctrical control
‘shop, machlne ehops, apartaoe. s Lor rusilezt halo, evey as a many olher mis
collar 10013 bulldings.
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ALY cf the bu&ldlnpa are @verwdoaimu@d ng t@ mima anﬁ &ypm of materiai»'

The architscture, following desicna prepared by lrs, Burnett, is 80 une
~usual that 1t would markedly mffact the marketabllily of the property.

. Thore le also a proat rodundance of buildings, soma of whieh have beon

S used litile, I at all, Over-doveloprment s quite appareat, aucd the
forelgn nprearance so distastelfal to most of tho poople that have viewed -
the premisos with me, that X have: not valued them at their prosont day
physteal vilue, but have plncad or thom a value that would be inherent in
bildinge on a normal estate of thls aizeg nasaﬁiptiona of ﬁome @f the

»vbzildinrs orn th& @sbate fallowt

Tha ﬁﬁin raﬁidaﬁcm covers an. &rea of anout 5& iy 112 foah.v Tha oriqinal
‘portion wis constructed in the early 132)%a, with additions made theroto
~ as lote as 1952, Boundah!qufara 51 roinforeed concrote., Walls are of
- berracotta, rpiuiorcnd cOscraFa sud fraves. Hooling is of soppers The sube
basemont was designod for use as an sip raid shealtop, Lvut was not entirely
completeds. It has walle and auflinwﬂ of roiuforced concrste 2 foeh thioclk.
Yhore are an air @cuuinioninr plunt and obtner rogulay and oxtra fucilitles
1n the basémonts., Owasers refussd adulssclon to the Living quariers for ine
- spoction. It is ren. rbod LnAF th@ru urw no thohau or dlning f&cilitiaa o
in the delllnﬁ. = e U e _ ; L

’Tho dinlnw hall, a sup;raba nuildinm, haa o 1arga, a@nplwtaly equijﬂed
“modern ktitehon, . uutlar n- puutrj, and & larba Adining room with built-in
‘denllan orpan and huqe fivﬁ)lﬂﬂﬂw The ollburning hoating faellitles are
‘An @ small cellar.. blninq cmrnmity in &uUdb lOO persons. Type of con=
~abructlan is niwllar o malin mwallinm. : o ‘

The "U" ahapod aurvica proaolis mouatracted ot tile with plaster and h -
ftnch "Guntite” covering. Interior is stuceood. (Roofing of copper,  Shops
care 1 story. hiph. mwnllinn portions, with & total of 7 upnrtm“hta, aroe 2
stories high, and are now: umﬂd for office and gtorage apace, The 27 shop
. apaces are each enuilvalent to an overslzod 2 car garapne, ond Appoar Lo be
Clarge enourh, and well.- enoumh aquﬂpnad to~aorvica a vlmlama with soverul
”hundred 1nhab1tants. o w T e .

-_*Tho stone oruaher and udjaeeut enﬂina housa ara 1n poor ooudition. :

flonz the northorly lina in a 2 X IJb fcaﬁ atormwa abed of masaiva oone
straction with corrugated 1ron roof. It coutmlnn tractora, plowa, power

v; ”dv111a for rock, aud othar larv@ aqxipmont. s

- Some . of the uu:aed ouilmin m, 1n¢14dinb the Janana«a Tea Houaa and tha
L BUGBISK. h01se. have not veen used for yaura,,&ra u0¢rded ap,‘covwrad with
‘vixea, aad aarrOxnded with uﬁderurdsh. L , i ' ’ R

- You would gouerally find on & 1&?&0 estata un exuanslve dwmllinq with pog=
. slbly 20 or so rooms, with. kiﬁuhan and diniag foellitles availavle in the

; bq11d1nv; a u to b car aaru“as quartars for auo.t 6 maintcnunca amalnvuem;
. - , ST A A : .

'
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fawimming poolz prouau&y a gzoat oothagea; @hepa @qaivmlen& t@ a b unr
- garaged truck storape) dog hqwae and runj provauly stasles. The lunp

“sum estimated for value of sueh 1nprovemeut@$ with nesessary utilicy

“sorvices, with an age verying up to 30 yoars, ia avout {300,000, and
tnia value 1a used as & aababibatian for ﬁha pwaaeut imurovmmamtaa .

This entire praparty is raquirod for ?nliaa&ee Zn&eratute rarmw&y. X
valuo it as rollowas '.uﬂ, Rt " ; [

Lnnd - SZW’& acres Q" 7,)00qoooo@oausuocubeaaa&acqaoeooooga % lg,@? 500
Bulldings, lumo - ﬂkmhoooo»oouce-oensaoaoo«aooo«@eooaﬁbsneoo © 300,000 -
Lﬂudﬂﬂapin{{noeoooo»oooae@oaoésnaooaaooe«saaa@ns&a»-wmqabeo 259900

- Roads and pathaap.aouwemnnajooeaeaoeecn&»eﬁsoaaocueeoacoev 2@,‘@9@
FQILOQ - !{.350 + faot & w30000 «oaaoao-»wouﬁaaeucoocsoaaacoh:-» 32352"’3

Total ,[r‘je L "'1"~¢50;‘ R ‘f‘. o f‘_e"f f $ Tb? hso'

~ Notet Dus to tho ummual aor‘smtm‘ation of bundinﬁw, aneome Alm’ view

" pertaining to the vroperty, qnuartaintv a8 to demand for such estatos,
~and complete: absence from the market of similap locaticns, an allowanee
,of IOp@ up or GOWn. could wull apﬂly to tliﬁ valaation. -

|

?‘*:,,t
:_W

ther declare that I have no personal interest whatever in the property’ appralsed either as_

‘ a
ownier or stockholder or as a near relative or business associate of the reputed owners, and that this appralsal A

and these notatlons and recommendatlons fepresent my lmpartlal ellfmterle&tsq‘,‘}z}nd«unl%nzﬁs,w 83"}'0?’ :
' Lnrinedp

; -‘:’IT te 'D:}ut-
/// / Legte “Horoviatt

" ; upxa &3115

I hereby fur

o G 5 §s.
i“County of S . Appraiser _
R : fr s /’
Subscnbed and cemﬁed to before me 'thls ......... ")/day of v /y 2. '/ *‘f 8 ’7/519’"' S(QA D 19) -

Notary Public nf N Ja
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GEORGE w. PERKINS PREEIDENT ' b

_‘ " ALBERT R. JUBE, VICE-PRESIDENT. -

. -HORACEM ALBRIGHT .

'Honorable Dwight R. G. Palmer

LAURANCE 8. ROCKEFELLER, SECRETARY "
it

CATESBY L. JONES, TREASURER. .

A}DM!NI'STRATION BUILDING’
_-BEAR MOUNTAIN, NMew Yorx

" -
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- Stony Poiut illwnmaﬁnn f
Storm King

‘ THEODORE BOETTGER
DONALD G. BORG
E. ROLAND HARRIMAN
FREDERICK OSBORN

ALK, MORGAN,'GENERA; MANAGER =

"TEL.: STONY POINT 6-2701

. July 18, 1955

!f, New Jersey State Highway Commissioner
© New Jersey State Highway Department '
»Trenton, New Jersey |

1

"Dear Comm1851oner Palmer.;

 between the Parkway and the edge of the cliffs.

[
R Re:
[

o

Palisades Interstate Parkway
Burnett Pronerty ‘

- We have lebrned that a petition is being circur
. ‘lated in Alpine which will result in a delegation of

. Borough officials calling on you to stop the condemnation
~proceedings on the "Tesidence area of 33 acres lying

If this

iv&Jrequest is denied they will probably suggest a compromise

v;-f'[yinvolving a life rig
the 33 acres to Alp:n.ne.

l

ht of occupancy and flnal donation of .

‘We oppose both proposals as being undesirable

l o Sincerely,
o

»..../ g
\\( - s
) e\ Sy g AL [N \,'j,‘,‘," , {_(;‘

 LAURANCE 8.
Secretary

. .and impractical and as being against the interest of the
. ‘People of the State[of New Jersey.
v+ final legal. steps in the condemnation proceeding covering
- the entire Burnett property of 55 acres be taken as soon
oo as possible, without deviation from the original plans of
b “fthe Highway Department of New Jersey.

“We recommend that the

v ,z,-) . B /’/5’:'
,l} A ’//"',

[

/o

ROCKEFELLER

«‘4‘“}44.‘( L



© October 31, 1955

.
| | b
QMemorandum to Commiss}oner Pa1mer
] Y
!

. Re: ‘Burnett’
. ' .‘

Thia hearinb before condemnation commisaioners was
 comp1eted on. Thuraday% October 28the 8

_ The ownor's high *flbure was ,730 1 5, the owner's
low flgure 2,196, 03}.&0, ‘the averaga 2,& 3,089.,20., These
figures are basod on land value plua reproduotion coat of

4

1and and buildin X i'

SR An additionul clalm ror nursery stock 1n the. amount of
whéu,)72 wes kept out of evidence by us. If this has been -
permitted, the owner's high rigure would have been w3,19u,717,

} i;h1s Low &2,927,651 20.

: " our witnossea, Rooney, Clark ‘and Bove“t all valued ‘the
property on & markettvalue basis: Rooney and Clark came in

at {750,000 and Bogart at not more than {750,000, They

' contended that 1t was fmproper to value the lands and buildings
;separately to arrive’at a true market value.-' ' . , n

I
| , |
. e |
B " I _.:j , , w1111am J. McCornack, S
: -chA'“AC 5 R Deputy Attornay General
““,LC Hre Feaster,f’,,i- S - L

~Mre He Kramer =~ | ’

Mre 0. Fritzsche'_b



PelePo, Section LH
Pearcel 1, .
wOwnerg.ﬁwe John Burnett

OQtober 26@ 1955 |

\ .

Mr.-William McCormack;

The fellowlng are the:owner's appraisalaz

>'k_Alexander Summer (land only) $1,170,110 1eaq 27 665

L ‘ Total- ny}llglthhus
;George HG&dOWB (land only)......ooo.ase..a.o...a..-.., 27,500 -

' George Beokman (1and only).o.o.o-o.e..angs.....a..... l 110 000 -

" J.J. Thomas f ,587 700 depreciation 20’/3' bOeosesssssves 1’179 7160'40
: S *(This wasnreduced by &11 183 for stone) 1,183
- crusher

R ‘ W S ' S ' Ly 168.533-h0
Lewis Kuhl (murner Go?etructlon Compan,) . o wl,bﬂ?,?OO
: (depreciated as shown on Eyhibit Pl6 which I '
do not have)

'nighest total of owner 8 figureaz

Land by Alex Surmner..l..u.-..-.....n 1«’1 lhz.hl;S
’..ftBuildinga by Turner Construction Coues

’ .

| . : e ,
»Lowest total of ownar'a figures:‘

Land 'by George Meadowsoooooo--ooootooo i)l 027,500 .
Buildinga by J Jo Thcmascniucuococoooo S .

‘.'AVenge-of;owner's da?and - @2,&63,089.20V”
\
,i. . v/s/ John A, Whitehead

Principal Engineer
Appraisals and hebotiations )




.Mr. Kramer

} 1‘. © Doosuber 0, 3955

Hamnrandum to commissioner Palmexs
o Rot Burnabt

' : The condemnmtion eommiasianera' award wan
rrooaivod this morning.

. Iy 3a m the smount of | 1,21;,5.312.5@. The
eumminslonara muda no. daolaian 88 to inberast. ' 'TV

As utnted in an ealier momorandumn the Owneris

Fure waa 52,730,145 and the Ownor's low figure
was wa, 163,009420¢ The Owner also nttangtad to yab
into cvidenco an addibional fi&ura of wh h.OOJ rar

o shrubberyo'

@ur rigura was C?S0.000.

i I reoommend an npgeul be eak@n.' in tho ,
’nmttar of iillng appeal papers, we must act promptlye
The last day ror‘taﬁinb on u;poal ia Leoember 18.

) ‘ : L—&CCL i ,QQ(ZC*’LLQUL.. o
willian Je solornack,

. : » 2t | .
| Q’i:[{"/h\r‘-;\‘-" | L Laputy tarncy tmnernl
. \{H }jn- | | | |
~ ‘.‘,;v;)f},;,a“‘ " Report |of Commissioners ) - S
%4fl W &30.‘ Civil Action Complaint ) Returned to Mr. Feaster
_‘ , Commission Action Sheet ) 12-12-55. o
’ s ' L . ) asj

-Jchf<s@w Fonster -
o Hre hilputriok
‘a;mr.Frtt sche
e }‘rd‘ﬂ"r 1
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FOR AOTION BY STATE HWGHWAV OGMMISSIONER

|
F.

.'vnw'sem Re G, PALMER ,‘ - b December 8. 1.955

COMM186 | ONER » ;' w0 e DaYE -
couuw or BERGEN -

There is presented again the matter of condsmna’!z. on of lands on

Palisades Interstate. Parkway, Sejction 1H, from Station h22+0 to Station 512+0;

| ~ Parcel 1, Cora Timken Burnett &

Husband.

At the hear:\.ng before condemnation commissioners the test:tmony

‘on behalf of the owners ranged from $2 ,1163,089.20 to $2,730,145.003 and the

ovmers also attempted to get 1nto evldence an additional figure of $léh

000,00

for shrubbery. The testimohy on behali‘ of the St-ate was in the sum of é?S0,000.00. .

The oormnissioners made an award in the sun of 1}'-1,2!;5,312.50. L

(The commissioners made no decision as to mterest). .

It. :l.s recommended‘ that an appeal be authorizedo
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SR 9 natr nf sz Eﬂzmm
DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAF‘EW

. GROVER C. RICHMAN; JR, , , ’ DIVISION OF LAW
© . Attemey General 'STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT _ v
R ’ 1088 PARKWAY AVENUE - » o

E. . TRENTON . ‘
; June 19, ;956\_
'»commiasioner Dwight R. G. Palmer.' ‘

'.}Re:7~3tate Highway;vsa330hn C@ Burnett:k

_ Trial of this case started on Monday, June hth and was oomw]
- pleted yesterday, June 18th, The court, on the theory that -

- 'this was a unique piece of property, admitted into evidence
‘cost of construction, cost of reconstruction less deprecia=- -

~tion (some of whichlwas vague), cost of nursery stock which
1s generally considered part of the land, and refused to let

us compare the building in question wibh othor buildings j-&wf,7l"

/;along the cliff. : }
1 felt that we had 7wrecked" thoir raal estate appralsers L
and that if the case had gone to the jury on the market value
- theory, we would have been even more-successful than we had
- hopeds However, thls other theory opened -the door wido. “The
-»ownor’s figuros may[be taken as rollows. R T

Reproduction loss depvociation . $l 172,78h.OO

, ImprOVQments to the grounds, P
1ncluding treoa and shrubbery . 66 000000

3 The highest land a; praisal was in the amount of @l,th,th.OO,,vi

" - glving a total of %

- ... 0of the land and buildings as a whole were $750,000,00, The
“}iuryewagogugOS hours and rendered an award in tho amount of L

“ X Y o . . .

, , .{ o ,
I am afraid. thoy spént most of - tho tima taking tho owner'
buildings end ‘then doubling the figures because the dollar:

. 1ngs
iﬁ't°*kn; nd: cannot prove officiallyo E

25381,230400. Our figures for market value

res as to the cost of the buildings $957,000, depweciating ;- 

is not of the same value as the dollar when these build=-
'o;constructedev Some of these things I am not aupposedk;‘»
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| Gommissioner Dwight R. G. Palm@r ' jLTf  H,;]“ , " S  2@:

l
|
|
e
|
June 19, 1956 L
g

‘There are many intoresting legal prapositions invmlvad, mast
~of which rise around tho question as to whether New Jersey
‘should depart from itswold established market value theory.s
- There are some States, not t00 many, and I think two Fedeval
- ocases, which support te owner's contentlons In reality, this -

~contention means payins & premium to someone who has constructed’v:‘

:-something which no one would want to buy, while his nelghbor, »
a8 the nelghbors along the cliff having beautiful’ buildings B
- of varied architectural patterns, must receive only mavket DR

"’value, which is a muoﬁ lesser riguroo‘ 

This 13 8 cage in which I believe an apneal should be bakeno :
Our appeal is to the dppellato Division of the Superier Courte
It 1s quite likely in;a case like this that the Supreme Court
~might determine to take jurisdiction over it to finally dise
~ pose of the questions without our having & hearing before

the Appellate Division and thon bofore tho Supr@me Courtu_

W.J ,Oze” Dece u—u._-é__ o o
. TWilllem J, McCormsck ‘-
o R Deputy A torney Goneral L

‘WJM/h1c .  '



COUNSELLORS AT Law .

IRVING RIKER

JOHN M.EMERY | . . | EVERETT M,SCHERER -
" CHARLES DANZIO . MALCOLM HOYT. . ) _ ‘ ‘ _
| EDWARD J. BROWN . DICKINSON R.OEBEVOISE. Co o ) L - S e SRR .
THEODORE MCC.MARSH  WILLIAM . RIKER - . - M . ) T l ‘ 744 BROAD STREET
S | May 29, 1957

' NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY

" WALLACE R, CHANDLER, YR. ) |
HOWARD F. CASSELMAN . . . :

| _TELEPHONE MARKET 3-1900. - -
WILLIAM C.CONNELLY | e A .

|
f s

Hon. Dwight R. G Palmer, Commissioner o
State Highway Department
1035 Parkway Avenue

. Trenton, New Jersey

Dear Commissionep‘Palmer:

‘ I talked to Doctor Burnett
by telephone this morning and he told me that he
. expects to be completely out of the property in
Alpine tonight and by twelve o'clock noon tomorrow
at the very latest o ‘ S

\

‘ " He also told me that no

one from the Highway Department has called to take
_over and arrange, for the protection of the property.
I tried to reach you this morning by telephone and
being unable to do 8o, talked to Mr, Whitehead and -
~explained the situation to him. He undertook to
have someone ‘from the Department go to' the property

© sometime today and make the necessary arrangements
~to take over. . 4 : e

o

: }: . " Very_truly,yours

For the Firm |

IRHAP
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Forp#RE-2) | - NEW ,}ERSEﬂs‘mTE HIGHWAY DEP ARTMENT
* DEPARTHENT ACTION SLIP
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| | ‘ ‘Righ*&s',of Woy
| . PP Scotion IH

wo: FOLD HERE oo FOLD HERE .:r.».z._t...:».v.v.‘.‘,;...:_..f:.....j}.»._.».:._.::v._.:_,_.:ﬂ...::..‘.
FGR} r'TION BY STATE HIGHWAY COMM!S »L\NLR -

J'\m@ 13, 195?

ommz ssioner

To: Dwxgl’l-tR'G Palmer o L |
B - ‘ : e ‘Date

? _ o County of BERGEN

\"‘\

p . There is preson'bad a{;ain the mattoar of condama*iunn @f larxds on Palimadea
?) Interstate Parkway, Section 1, from utation h22+0 to Statmn 512+05 : ’
Parcel 1, ~Johm G, Burnett. o , o

i

' A jury avard was prmriou ly rendored in the som of »1,585&()0 pihm interest.
at 11"’7 ($11,850.h7) from the date of entry to the date of Judgment, maldng o tobal
of §1,597,400.47,  On June 21, 1956 on appeal to the Appellate Division of the

Superior Courb was authomzcd, md an oplnion uas rendcre:d in favor of John Ce Burnett. -

' "I is therefore rccor'vwm,ndod that pa,,ment oi‘ the Jud;;men'i; be apprmmd
on the following bagisa .

Judgment o o o ceh s e e an e a1,597,h30.h7
- Intercst © ( i‘rom 6/?'}/*f( to 5/31/"7 ou proportionate '
value of 1843 acres, reépresenting avea on which R

- poasesaion wos talien b;g the State prior to 5/31/‘“ T oo 13,821@1‘13'

- Interest @ 63 fron 5/31/5? (date on wu.r-b taﬁe took
possession of balance of property) to 6/21, /57 (date L ,
of fin:zl sottlcllcnu ' d L R R R A ) . b e * 55777919

 Total amount to be paid o 5:»1,617,081.79

Qeare. Hichwaw Cammiccinner -

("'\\ :;‘); . \s\ ' PR ) L o . )
ORI T N I R i . £y
e }’ B ‘,‘-’\ /‘/ R N ALy | . , - \ o |
- lSupervxsmg ngmeer, pp:}yé&l\!egofiation's' | : " Date . ’
L . Duector, Division of Right of Way . o - . Date R
/ua—cw L
/QQQ(/@ | ¢ / ,,(/)
Deputy A omey General : ;; ’ R Dale
|
CmmKesw oo o HiFig 795'
o - Approved:. P :
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 Btate of New Jersey
STATE H!GHWAY DEPARTMENT

DWIGHT. . G. PALMER, COMMIBBIONER
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. I am personally handing you a check, #1023, ‘recelved -
in the mails, drawn on the Chase Natlonal Berk by the

Palisades Interstate Park Commission and made out to

~ the "New Jersey State H1ghway Department" for: the "

amount. of 55111,770 29,1
1
Cvrus Card

OI.VHI.‘;Fritzsché' |
State Highway Engineer - -
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Burneﬂ"s Lose
Suit to Keep
Palisade Traci'

Judge Grimshaw Rules
‘State Can Take 55
Acres for Parkway

'PATERSON—Dr. and Mrs. Jooh

——

. (the State Highway . Dey artment
ifrom taking 55 a of their land
ifor the Pahsades Interstate Park-|

way.

! Superxor/ Court Judge John-

i{Grimshaw, Jr.; yesterday. ruled in]
) ,favor of the hlghway commls-
~ sioner.

i The Burnett property on the}:
" least side of Route 9-W, reportedly |
_ “ iworth. $2, 700 000, can. legally - be} -
’condemncd by the state, _Judge

‘Grimshaw said.-

i 'The Burnetts alleged the ‘deci-{.
- ‘'sion. . to take . their ‘property was

. inot reached in good faith but was
.influenced by ‘the Palisade Inter-'
"istate -Park Commlssxon : :
‘Charge. Park Use .
- The state, they contehded ‘needs
nnly 22 acres for, the parkway, and

the .park commission: wan{s the. :

rest for park purposes. :
-“Suffice if to say. that 1 have

¢ been ‘unable to find any evidence}:
whatever of a lack of good faith|

on the part of the commissioner,”
said Judge Grimshaw. “Under
‘such circumstances, the court will

C Burnett have lost a suit to keep]

. ‘not interfere ”

»::Stdy Condemnatwn |

- by Superior Court Judge vJohn

- Burnett, -owners. of the, property
“'fered” the State . property - on - the

“* $300,000 - and- they- would be able

THE CALL -
Patorson, N. ¥ Q0

DAY 32 15y

Of Alpme Acr eage |

A ohe-week order reﬁtraining the

- 8tate Highway Commission from 0

proceeding.. with ~condemnation of
55 acres bordering -Rte. 9-W . in
Alpine was - continued to June 26§ -

Grlmshaw Jr., yesterday.
Postponement of a  hearing. ong’

“the order was reportediy requested

hiv the: State attorney genelﬁd! 3 otv

fice. -

“*A. permanent tnjunction is bemg )
isought. by Dr..and Mrs. John C.h

‘on-the east side of Rte. 9-W, which =
~{he:State wants for’ the Pansades.

Interstate’ Parkway. ‘
The Burnetts contend ‘they - ol‘—

west: side. of the highway “which}
‘would ‘be just as. suitable for thej-
* parkway extension, They asserted
their offer would save. the State

to preserve their home, located on
the east side I .
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"‘Sm{'e Flghfséﬁ
Bergen Awu‘(d |

Asks Jury fo\Demde L
On Buinett Properiy('

HACKENSACK — ‘The: New
Jersey Highway Authority has o
t}iled. -notice - it. will - appeal’ the . .
,v'aWard ‘of '$1,240,000 -for ‘property
- taken from. Dr. John C. Burnett
" for., the Pahsadcs . lntcrstate
L Paleway S
) Deputv Attorney General Wil-
S liarp McCormack will appear be- .
forc Superior Court - Judge - J..
|Wallace Leyden: January 6 to re-.
o qucst a-jury trial; - - i
3| The award. was made by al
lthree=man. Bergen County con-{:
- dcmnatlon commission.iwo| .. .
© fweeks ago. It was composed of|
K Oreste ‘L. “Cassi, Hackensack} =~ .
"-bankcr' "‘Morell- Blrtwhxstle, Ensf . -
glewood realtor, and .Le" Roy By
kin, Englcwood lawyer, '+
*.Dr.. Burnett and ‘his wife, the|
e Immer ora-B. Timken, of thel .
# lrimkeni-roller  bearing Tamily,] = -
- |have.Jived on Ahe’ 55-ac1e estate} . -
o atop the. ‘palisades. in- Alpine-for{ | "
|25/ years... They: sought $3,000,-
- 11000 for- the property .which con-{
- tai{ncd the family home, privatef:
power and water plants, a bomb} -
R sho]ter, a. Hindu temple’ and a‘ : o
-|dozen ‘other: bmldmg< . Joooo
. |The award - was the: largest .
S single -sum” ever awarded for}
sl Bergen property R
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Pdllsadéé Parkway m Ag@peal
$1 245 0@@ Award m

urneﬁ |

L Sla” Corrcspondent P : d

\ Notice of the: appeal was. med

"~ HACKENSACK — An appeal|yesterday- by Dep. ‘Atty.  Gen.
“from the $1,245,000 condemnation{William.J. McCormack. The figure)
;award ‘set for the cliff-edge es- set Dec..8 by a -condemnation| .

i tate of Dr. and Mrs. John C. Bur- commlssnon

is - reportedly . the

* mett-in' Alpiné ‘has been filed by highest ever voted- for' a- ;lngxe

* counsel for ‘the Pahsades -nter- property in New Jersey.

McConmck will - appear before

: state Parkway

Superior Court Judge J Wallace
‘Leyden .on Jan. 6 to.seek a date
for a‘court hearing. =

The Burriett property,-a 54—acre

tract’ which hugs the irregular| .
‘Palisades;| . .-
Istretches from a point about.seven|

cliff-edge . of. -the
miles north of the George Wash-

ington  Bridge fo: within 'a ‘mile] ,‘ -

Jof the New York-New Jerséy line.

. |The property is being sought for L

use in the completion of the Pali-1
sades - Interstate Parkway. L
Surrounded by barbed wire and

_housing “a collection of ‘rare art{ -

treasures, . ‘the" property - .hasi

..jserved ‘as a sanctuary for the re-|
‘ lcluse Burnetts for more. than al. .-
,quarter of a century. Mrs.. Bur-{

" inett is-the former: Cora Timkin| -
-« "of the multi-millionaire. “Timkin| -
roller-bearing famxly. I .
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Mcmber of szlmn Roller Bem‘mg F mm!y and i
Art Co!lecwr Succumbs in Bei’gcn ot 84

Staff Correspondcnt -
ALPINE — Mrs, Cora Timken
‘Burnett, 3 member of the multic

Bearing family and. recluie mi

L

million ' dollar Txmlcen Rollerj
8

tress of a fabulous 54 acre cliff:
edge - estate here, died| Saturday
at Englewood Hospital of a heart]
silment. She was 84. |

Mrs. Burnett was the  wife of}
Dr: John- C. Burnett. The couple,

Jhad lived in completa‘scclusmn
“lon the sprawling estate’overlook-

ing the Hudson from the time of

1their marriage July 15, 1920, un-

til she was taken to Englewood
Hospital' Nov. 14. by

Born in-St. Louis, Mrs. Burnettf—
was' the daughter of Henry H.J

Timken, -head of - the  Timken
Roller Bearing firm, and- Mrs.
-Frederika Heineelman! Timken:
‘Following her. maruage te Dr.
‘Burnett here in 1920, :she :went
into seclusion on the lavish-estate|
-which stretches along ithe Pali-
‘sades from a point seven ‘miles
north of the George Washington
Bridge to within. a mxle of the
New' Ymk line. !

Des:gned Bmldmgs

An art student in this countiry| -

and in France in her youth, Mrs,

Burnett devoted her years heref:

to painting and sculpture and the
collection’ of rare and unusual art
ojects.b - The many unusual and

colorful” buildings which dot the|.

" estate  were desxgned by st
Burnett ‘
- Barbed wire £enccs and a pri-

ners were cut m(:@ grea& eiephant
foet wers among the unique-and
colorful aspects of tha estate,
“"“iicveﬂéé‘by”ﬂaml«mﬁ“alaon
Al this rethained virmally iy
known' to. the  public -until:con-
demnation proceedings ‘broaght
last ‘year- by the  State Highway

clusion,

cently .awarded. the
figure has-been appealed by parka
way,_,authonhes B

Mrs. Burnett Ieaveq aiso ihl"ee
mephewa, John' Timken -of New

Departiment for the-Palsades Il
torstate-Parkway drew back The)
couple's se]ffimposed vesl of se-g

e B

e -.._,.‘1;., -

A cqndemnatlon commxssion re~ -
Burnefts|
151,245,000 for the estate, but this

and’ Henry H. Timken, both. of
Cantdn, . +The . Burnctts were
childless. - -

Rev, Harold Benne!t of the; Al-
pine Community Church will cons
duct services: Wednesday et 2 p.

West End. Ave,, Somerville:. Burial,
will V be. in Hxlhxde Cemetery,
Plam{xeid. L \

yate police force 1o guard the|

‘property offercd a forbidding ex-

terior to'the Burnett estate, but|

“Wwithin the: couple warined their
. home with a fabulous and. almost

rart
. Huge". Jade Buddhas and.. Jade

ieces and: bulldmgs whose eor-}!

‘\
i

p -

prlceless collectxon of Onental g

—

London,. Conn.,; and . W.' Robert|

at the Maxwell Funeral Hoime, 1¢:
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Second Trip [rip Due - Today
m Fight Over Award
-of $1,250,000

'Sta!f Correspondent _
v HACKENSACK — A Superlo
‘Court jury loday was expected
‘to spend its second full’day ex

- lamining the §5-acre cliff-edge es!
[tate of Dr. John C. Burnett of

: '.Alpme as a prelude to hearing

© . lan appeal from a $1,250,000 con-
- idemnaiion award for the pl‘ODﬂ‘tYa

The jurors spent all day yesters .

~jday at’ the fabulous estates de-

“seribed by -rival counsel as; ;

_“unique and unusual” and “an
‘architectural monstrosity.” The;
trial opened here Monday before
Supelmr Court Judge J. Wallace

- Leyden and involves appeals byi

both Burnett and the state. s

’ 'lvhc land has been selected for,

use by ‘the Palisades ]nfcrstate

. 4Parkway : I

Al Meyner Commont R
1 "Gov. Meyner last:monih in-
ljectcd the matter into the Legis|
'latme s conflict-of-interest ques-|-

‘tion when he described ~State|

Sen. Waller H. Jones (R-Bergen),

‘Burnet’s counsel, as “represent-] .-

Ling an interest adverse to that
‘of 'the state,” Jones: has since]
‘sponsored a concurrent resolu-
: hon in the Legislature calling for}|
.an. investigation of the entn‘e'
“(uestion,

“The estate ‘is s:tuated atop the

lilisades . in Alpine just north
of the. George Wasliington Bridge.
. (Adommg the  property are
ioriental. temples and eastern artf
! objects conmdered priceless by}
iBurnett O "

i
i
|
i
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State, Doctor Appealing Condemnwtmn
Award For Estate In Alpme '

kP Hackensack — A Demarest

{at the trial of appeals from the
" |for the Burnett estate in Alpine, told an all-male struck jury

yesterday that lle estimated - ti

- [srons00..

BASED ON FOUR SALES
Botln the” State’ Highway Depart—

_menl and. Dr John C.: Burnett are

witness by State Senator" Walter |
H Jones on behalf of Dr. Burnett.

Meadows sald he made his esti- 4

real estate appralser, testlfying
$1,245,321 condemnation award

1e ‘land  value of the estate- “at

$1,027,500
WM it @m@

12 buildings on the estate.

mate on four sales of comparable
property going back. to 1931 and
that his appraisal placed the fair-
market value of the 55%-acre es-
tate at $18,500 an acre. He said

‘|re arrived at that figure by adding
 lone-third to thei value of an acre

in. 1931 for the increase in value

i

[{neft,

3

durmg the past 25 years No wits
ness has yet placed a value on the

I

.Under  cross- -examination by
Deputy Attorney-General Wmiam
J.. McCormack, Trepresenting the
State ‘Highway Departmient, which
also s appealing. thé ‘award, said:
to-be the ‘Targest ever: granted {for

a-single tract of Jand in New- Jer

‘sey, Meadows ‘admitied “that . sev--
eral years ago wheh asked to-place
a value on the property “by Dr,
Burnett,” he had estimated the
value at-about $9.000 an acie.

The Tand - and buﬂdings of the
estate were condemned in! 1953, for

construction of the Palisades In-" -

terstate Parkway. While ‘the Parks”

way has been coastructed, ntost of

the estate’s buildings shll stand

along the’ cdgo of the Pahsades and -

Dr, Burnett. still occumes e nain !
Jresidence building.” The estate ex-|
tends {wo-fifths of a mile “southf
“lof  the  New
|Meadows described the estate asl:
‘Ithe” finest’ cliff propelty along the
{Palisades.

1 Five or six more’ experts are exs
pected to be called on behalf of, -

“York- - State . line,

Dr. Burnett and the State is ex-

pcctcd to place a similar numbet| .

of witnesses on the stand. Comple-
{ion of the trial before Superior’
Court -Judge J. Wallace Leyden is;
not. expected until tate next week:,
. Previously, Dr. Burnelt teqtlﬁcd

l that the land was acquired by his .

late wife, Mrs. Cora Timken Bur-

1920 Mrs. Burnett, of - the roller
bearing family, ched last February
at the -age of 84 Dr. Biunett told
the- jury that he and his wife had

2T lived in lents while the main housej

was under. constriction and .that

* [most of the buildings were built on|.
designs’ suggested by hig ‘wite; who}
{was ‘a painter and sculptor,
4State has described the buildings| -
as: being vnique and not: following}
any 1ecognuable archltectmal de-}

i

Slg“ v

“prior  to their marriage in{.

The|. -
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. Staff Correspondent :
: HACKENSACK — JA state wit-
ness yesterday fixed the value of
" the 55-acre estate of Dr. John C.
- Burnett of "Alpine” at $750,000,
‘more than $1,500,000 less than
““the hxghest figure set by apprals-
-ers appearing: for Burnett in ap-
Cpeals from: a $1, 240 000 condem—
_nation award,
- The state figure was entered by
‘Arthurs J. Rooney, Cliffsxde Park
realtor and the: first  witress
. called by Dep. Atty. Gen. William
,J. McCormack of West Orange.
.- 'State Sen.- - Walter H. Jones
" (R:Bergen) -and Irving Riker of
. Newark, -co-counsel.-for Burnett,
_concluded their cas“e yesterday
in- the eighth day ofitrial before
‘Stiperior Court: Judge J. Wallace
. Leyden-and a blue ribbon jury.
.The land is scheduled for use
. m the Pallsades Interstate Park-

Recalls Earher ‘Sale .
The first of an‘,antlmpated

.parade of “expeit witnesses for-

the state, Rooney spent the bet-
ter. part of the day on the stand,

He:testified that in 1950 Dr. Burn--
ett sold a much smaller tract to

" the -state at slightly more than

- $10,00 per dcre; and that property

’along the Palisades generally has
2 hgold for between 1$6,000 and
- $10,000. .-

: Appraiéeré for Burnett have 65
‘timated the land value at between|

°$16,500 and $18,500. ' .
. Jones  cross-examined. Rooney
. at‘length on the land value point

41 support of Byrnett’s contentioaf

©° "that:the practlce ‘of he Rockefel-|
Aler fanuly

Jgiven

greatest portlon of the ‘Palisades
property since 1931, and the well-
know interest of the state in the
land have tended to depress lts

market value, .

»Earlier, McCormack sought un-
sucessfully to have all figures
for the cost of replacement of
buildings “'and. - improvements
by - Burnett - withesses
stricken, On Tuesday, Lewis Kuhl'
of the Turner Construction Co. of
New York set the replatement
costs at $1,587,700. Allowing the
state a deplecmtlon of $413,916,
Kubl came up with-a $1,173, 784
figure as the net deprecmted ’
value of buildings and improve.-
ments alone.

The ftrial resumed  today thh' '

Rooney returmng to the w1lness
stand, .

6/14/56
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’Esm“

- $750,000. IS
‘Many Structures Ncglcctcd

m purchasmg the|.

" buildings and was_in shatp con-

" .'demnation commission award ‘of
$1,245,000 claiming it was too].

. dozen” other ‘Witnesses to offset

Arthur * J.: Rooney,  Cliffside
.Park appraiser, told a 12-man
* jury. that only the main house
cand grounds are in. good condi-
:tion but “that other structures
"showed signg of being neglected,
' -His figure was_ for land and

“trast to value put into the rccord
: by Burnett’s realtors,
The stat eis appeahng the con-

"much, Dr. Burnett is appealm
_saying it was too little.” He. tes~
- tified it was worth $3,000,000. :

Deputy Attorney General wil-| St

~lHam J. McCormack has a half

Sm&e Witness Fmds Burneft .
Worth Only $750, 000"'

' HACKENSACK—The first W1tness for the State High
"way Authority yesterday testified that Dr. John C. Bur-}:
nett’s 55-acre estate in Alpine is not worth _more than |

“|the testimony of experts put o

the stand by State Senator Wal-
ter H. ‘Jones and’ Irvmg leer,
Burnett’s .attorney, . g
~-On cross—exammation by Sena-

tor Jones, Rooney admitted that}.
there have been few if any com-
parable cases.along the Palisades.].
The scarcity, he said, was due to{
the fact that there has been no:
demand for sites. in the area be-|.
cause Rockerfeller interests)
sought much of the cliff property,
for museum and park.purposes. i
Now in its second week,

Leyden told the jurors they co

take off their jackets.: They d
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me Dccxdes Smte Must Pav Mme
"~ For Condemned 55Y,-Acre Estate
On The Palisades In Alpme:— «

,' Hackensack -—-Dr John C.. Bumett has been awarded
$1,585,600 for his 55%-acre estate on the edge of the Palisades
in Alpine, which was condemned for the Pahsades Interstate'
Parkway. - (R e
.. The all-male struck mry, “which heand 1e‘;t1m0ny for 10
‘days on appeals by both Dr. Burnett and the State nghway
Department. from’ a $1 245,312 condemnation award for the,
estate made by a.-commission in 1953, 1cturned 1ts vcrdict

_ ‘shorlly before 9 o’clock last mght

- JURY OUT 4% HOURS
“The yaluation "award ' was re-
turned ‘before -Superior. . Court
Judge J. Wallace chden The
Jurors dehbcnalocl more than 41/2
hours, g
The award is $340 288 mme ﬂlan

the valuation placedion :the ‘estate

by the condemnation’ ‘commission,

During the trial, estimates of the.
value of-the estate; \vhtch ‘neludes ;
oups -andy:
ranged|:

three-main “building.
eight ~other . structu

fram; $750, 000 “the ﬂgl t by~ ap-

.systems, o

A . .. ‘ DES
' . Witnesse
torney-General .

‘mack for the State had- charactel-

ied ‘most of the buildings as--inon-

strosities which followed no recog-

m7od . architectural: design.’

N

AL

I‘mopp ancl South n\oma. Dy
Burnett-said some ol the struetures;|
includjng: thce studios and a labar+

. atory,. were “built. from ‘sculptural]

designs made by his wni‘e, ‘a painter
and scu]pucs<

““Slate“Senator . Walter H Jones,
who wuh‘ Trving Riker of Newark,|
represcnted Dr.” Burnelt, con-
tented the type’of architecture was
not lmpmtant and that -the estate
repr esentcd a hfe work.of the Bur-

e netts.

In his summation “to- the jury,
Jones referrcd. to: conflict of inter-

te . jest criticism: ‘aimed - at - him and
; |asked the “jurors not ‘to be :iyflu-
.+|enced- by. the fact:he was a Statel.
| iSenalor.  He' said: he'ivas appearing}
1 xm the case’ sonly. a: alawyer, -

At the “oulset of the “trial there|.

B 'had been : criticism ifi - ‘some quar-

Iters concerning  Joues's: appearing

1'in a case involving - the State and|.
{on. the side of a hu;zant fighting

the State. - Jones ‘said. in-his sum-
mation ‘that he had every right to
appear- in_court as.a lawyer repre-

nting -a Tand” owner ‘who asked

'onlv for just compmmahon

“The property " involved m the
vcase runs.about two-lifths of a'mile
along the - Palisades, . between : the
relift edge ‘and Route 9-W, starting|.
jabout "a mile south of the New
York State line.

The award is reportedly the larg- ;
est ever given' for a single txact of| -
land in the Stale

least two experts said counterparts|’

-'nf A€ bu:iings; could: he and it
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M ay B emme Paﬂs

" The. Burnett estate, a 54
- acre retreat at the edge of the

] Palisades and shut off - from
Ck the out51de world since it ws,
‘built 28 years ago, soon may"

blossom as-a state park.
1 it does, the public, whom

Dr. John Clawson Burnett and
-his' multi-miilionaire. wife, the

Tate Cora Timken, had sought | -
to avoid, will mhent then' pri-

“‘vate sanctuary. :
“The - .property was

COI\- :

Department in 1955 to provnde
a right of way. for the :New
Jergey sectmn of ‘the- Pah-

-sades Interstate . Palkway in’
- Alpine.-
' véftei"lengthly colirt battles—
“for ‘more than a; million and

It ‘was {purchased-—

a half dollars. I

i

Negotntmns Held

A spokesman for the Hiﬂﬁ :
“wiay" Department said neﬂotla-‘

| tions between- the state and
-the Palisades In‘erstate Park

h
o
T g ™
\

4

and that is is expected the
property soon will be leased -
‘to that group {orkuse as"-a
park.  The cost-to the com-’

“mission, he added, would be

nominal.. The Highway Des
partment,. however, would re-

| tain ‘the privilege. of canceling

the lease on 30 or 60 day no-.
tice if the land ‘were needed
for siate purposes

The bulk of “the” estate was's

Auntouch,ed by ‘the.. h;gnwayg

project;  but because. it lies
between’. the limited . access
parkway * and-.‘the ' Pahsades

, vxt has been left isloated.

The fact that the highway
that took the land from'the

Burnetts is ‘a ‘controlled ac-
- cess road has been as success-

ful in keeping out visitors as

guards and ‘watchdogs emﬁ,"

ployed by @he couple to- mam-

‘tain’ the:r ‘privacy. -
When the Hivhway Depart-~
. ment took ‘over- the -land, ‘it

did- not -only. acqmre a road-

“"bed” but alse mhented a vari- |
ety of falrylan_d buxldmgs acres
“of ‘clifftop woodlands, a pear- |
shaped swimming pool, a giant |
:steel reinforced -bomb shelter |
.1 and a breath-taking view £rom
-the Pahsades . -
. The main struclure isa twm- }
apeaked terra-cotta tile: man-

sion’ . topped = withi - a" copper .

roof.

two. gxant elephant feet. - Ten
feet in front ot the main en--
trance to- the house is . the-

-edge-of the property—and’ an-
“almost sheer: 500- foqt drop to

the Hudson Rlver

v;-id‘e‘mned by the S_E:\@ Hlvhway__

Commnssnon are’ under way

\
|
o
I
|
\
\
\
|
i
«

were ‘the' hxgh w1re fences,

Bl

Part of the front sec- |~
tion slopes ‘to the ground and |
“is: faghioned in the shape of’
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ﬁmﬂmm istate l%m‘ End
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I”ahsadcs Relrcal Will YM‘:M w ngress

.
Staff Correspondent lhch unusualness they have ihc!windows and creeping undenbrush

. ALPINE—The Burnelt estate, a!Hearstian touch—they ring of the|Nature “has: started. ' what the|
strange and’ smawhng monument}wxlds of Yucatan er of Hnllywood wreckers’ will finish.’ ] .
to whim and privacy, will soon be 1920 The Park ‘Commission: is savs:
but a memory, . - Mrs. Burnett, who died in 1956, &iﬂg one’ building=a  long, - lOW"

On Nov. 17 the State Highway
Department .will take bids on the
‘|demolition of 11 of the estate's 12
buildings,. signalling the end' for
the 25-year-old home of the late
Dr. and Mrs. John Clawson Bur-
nett, .~ -

A more- fanlastic home has
never heen seent in New Jer srv'
Its architeclure is almost  inde-
seribable. Each building was de-
. ‘signed by Mrs. Burnett, the for-

. mer Cora Timken. of ‘the voller-
bearing family and. an amateur
artist and sculptor.

‘ Mdgmﬁccut View -

" The estale must now make way

for - further devclopment of the

Palisades Interstate Park system|,

but in ils heyday the Burnctts

- lived there in.splendid seclusion,
with.one of the worlds most mag-
nificent views at {heir feet,

“2 The-12 buildings.include 2 man-
sion perched on .a 500:foot cliff of
the ' Palisades, a laboratory, ‘a

- Hindu: temple which Dr. Burnelt
imported from’ the Far East; a
large dining hall and a_ subbase-

“ment ‘bomb shelter thiat was liter-

a]ly hacked out of the Pahsadcs,

rok,k Jormation. -
' '.,l“h?“buxldmgs‘ cannot be de:
scripe in conventional terms.  In

Jan| “art collection  of immense,

yellow ceilings, carved-oak doors;
lqu.cq and numerous-niches whichj

statuary. -
: “ Well Guarded

The. couple, in their desire for
seclusmn, sunoumled the eshle

nnd guards. These also guarded

value. Dr. Burnell never mrealcd'
its. worth.-but. he once said . that;
qo‘vpml of the articles Tost in a
[no brought more than $300,000 in
msun ance pavmon(s

Bcfme a five in 1939 the estale

with  medieval - looking strap

once hqused the Burnct(s plemoth ‘

wnth fencing, ~ barhed-wire, doga,

JllLlU(k‘d a ]abmalory which eon- -

tained “no dron, steel or other;
m‘ognohr' material. Dr. Bumvul
an osteepath, who died Oct. 29 at]

the age of 79, ‘used it for "ox-

plained or disclosed.

Tod:w the estate, which bmughl
$1,585,000 in an 1957 cnndomna~1
tion award, is mostly “rust, 101'
and decay, Much  of s 22 nm;es
isi already {aken -by - the prescnt’

pc‘umonls which he -never ex"

Palisades Interstate Palkwav They -
Irest gwcs an impression of bloken,

avoided sharn lines and Included'structure. with humerous garages‘ .
m Jny columns which end I “ele-|—for storage !JUFDO"GS The "rest,
ph‘lms feet.” The interiors were the commission feels, _are unus--
jus’c as unusual—dark blue walls.]able. SRR



. 7 Junusual ‘architectural ‘monuments

The demoition of one.of the most

|in this area, on a 40 - acre estate|]
latop the New Jersey Palisades, is
{being carried out by a Patetsorl
company.
V. Ottilio and Sons. long exper—
fenced in the prosaie work of struc-
Jtural demolition, parking lot ¢on-
Istruction,. and earth removal, - in
its ' contracting enterprlscs, de-
scribes the work as one.of the most
unusual. jobs in its career.
1“Monuinent .o Personal Privacy™
Working on a. $29,600 low bid ap-
Iproved by the State Highway De:|s
partment, the Ottilio firm {s- de-
mollshmg what has been describ-
Aed as -“an extraordinary moni-
.4ment to_personal -privacy.”
¥ The monument is. the’ estate oi
the late Dr. and Mrs. John Claw-
son Burnett, North of the Alpine
. -{Boat Basin Road. After long liti-
. gation,". -a condemnation: = -court
‘. Jawarded ‘the Burnett estate $1,585;¢
+'-{000 for the. property which became|m
landlocked. as.. a result,ot the ‘In-

. it’ -y
{tilio, who head

firm, describes
buildings” he h

.. |strange structures ‘are sdxeduled to
Ibe razed within a month, A large
JU-shaped oddity with - four apart-

-{men and dogs, that {s visible- from

‘ Riv’e‘ - "Ottilio remarked.

“ltertained, E
The Burnetts lived in ‘an elght-

Patarson Evening
News 11/27/ 59

» Um@ue M@m( sionon [ emm Mﬁ
Being Razed; 11 Buildings Involved

abouit 150 feet from a second build-; :

be kept by ‘the’ Highway Depart-
ment for maintenance- purposes. It
is "the, only bhilding. of the estate,
which is fenced ‘and closed ‘to ‘the
publi¢. and was- once guarded by

the ‘parkway.

“Most -of “the pectiiarly ’ ‘shaped|
buildings were said to have been
designed by Mrs. Burnett; the for-
mer -Cora . Timken, ‘artist, sculpfor
and 'Heiress to part of l:he Tlmlmn
Roller Bearing fottune, .

Delylng description; in the usual
terms,. the buildings ‘have no shar-
angles and exterior . corners are
said: to- flow into what is describ-
ed “as ‘elephants’ hooves,"” repre-
sented by larger stones.

Ott,lho said - the. demolition will
requne ‘some extraordinary: work
bechuse: of the Facement of the
bmldmgs ‘He sald: special precau-
tions| Will ‘be takei’:in.tearing down
an 1gloo studio, perched “on. the
chemf the ¢liff to the sonth of the

main: hiouse. The ‘building can be
reached- ‘oply by -a foot’ path, .:
¢ "One wrong step and you fall
Tdown crevice -into” the Hudson

The igloo ‘studio s 4 one - room
structure m “Which' Dr, Butnett en-)

room house, also pérched: on- the
edge. of “the “towering  Palisades,

“1Burnett never.revealed. He was an

Eﬁ@

&es

ing inwhich they. dined;

The ¥esidence -house resembles\ .
two joined: quonset huts, faced with -

green tiles, each about a 'foot squ&re :

The. copper covered roof is “now
also green with ag
“Two liviig rooms dominafe Qh&‘

interior. Huge picture windows face;
east and north.. Each' reveals a
sweeping view: of the river. :

“Trees’ Grow through- House

‘I the: room- on:-the south side,\
two tree’ trunks rise  from  thej -
floor through 'a -~ balcony. Each?
room has a fireplace, as ‘do the| -
rincipal rooms in al} of the bmld-

ngs. :
“The dining hall has a 35 by 20, toot‘ ‘
roora with an._organ -that report;'
edly- cost [$17,500 in 1924, The .ops
gan pipes’ form the upswept roo}} :
design. R
Some distance from the main -
house . is~ ﬂhe doctor’s laboratory

The laboratory” was:- presumablyr) -
used’ -for -experiments: which Dr,j| -

osteopath and' died in New -York'
last month at the age of kg Mrs.
Burnett died in 1956. .
“I thought I had seen . every\'

thing,’" Ottilio, whey pinncer ed in th
ok

use . of surpl Army Tanks for:

500 Ifeet above ‘the Hudson, The

-|ments of two. to ﬂve ‘rooms wm

maln buildmg was separated by

torr work, eone.

wholesale  deraellt ;
i5 baa%s il oy

mented. _'“B_xg

which - was ruined by “fire- in-1939{ .. .
fand now resembles and eerie’castl;
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Puterson Flrm Offers
Low Demolition Bld

. -TRLNTON (UPY) ~ V, Othlho
" "Sons, of Paterson, submitted a
lownnd of $29,600 for, demolition of
‘ !’)ui]dmgs in Alpine, Bergen Coun-||
“ity, ‘lo make way for an improve-||
ment in the Palisades Interstatel}

|

The bulldings:are located on thel]
former Burnett Estate atop the
Pahsades in "Alpine, ,and range
from quonset huts to a mansion. ||
o’I‘he job is to be compleled in 30
Workmg days. ) o B

Y_V‘Deparlment announced yesterday:

Park System, the State Highway(l'
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Eﬁccjre For Roadé’ Séan&aﬁsr'

- A new look at the huge federal-state
hwhway building program for which you
,are paymcv ‘escalated gasoline — and other
'—ttaxes is in the works for a special House

tsubcommittee. This time the focus iy to be

“by $11.5 billion the authorization® for the.
on alleged high jinks in -Massachusetts. Ok-
lahoms and Florida had becu the l'll géts in "National Interstate and Defense. Highway

1960, }pmyram for the fiscal years 1963 through
T 1971, Gasoline and diesel. fur;] taxes at 4

The. group, a *P"Ual subcommittee of | licents a gallon were continued through Oct,
the House Public Works Committee estab- 4~ 1972, & &

lished at the 1959 session of Congress, has ' ' {Jntil the same date these other taxes
been investigating the Massachusetts .were boosted: 1). from $1.50 per 1000
: shel)amoans behind closed doors for a year’ “potnds to $3 on trucks weighing over 26,000
'and’ a half. The political overtones in this memds '2)- from 8 cents per pound to 10
“election year are ObV’OUS Almost every !cents on highway tires; 3) from 9 cents per
meaningful office in the Bay State — from ‘pound to 10 cents on inner tubes; 4)
iGovernor to the Senate seat now occupied  from 3 cents: per pound to 5 cents on tmad
by Pres;dent John F. Kennedy's appointed ' rybher, An additional § 'percentage points
stceessor — is up for grabs. - ('unountmrr to the full 10 per cent) of the.
Involved in. the 10ckcym€' for the Senate ‘excise tax 'oft the ‘manufacturér’s price on.
'seat are political heirs of considerable noté. trucks, buses and trailers -was plcdved to"
[At minimum they include the President’s . the Hmh\\av Trust Fund,
fyoungcst brother, Edward M. (Ted) Ken- In this election’ year*the Home subcom-
inedy; a favorite nephew of House Speakers' mitlee appears to be taking the attitude that |
John 'W. McCormack, Edward J. McCor- " the less the public knows the less will hurt
“mack, now Massachusetts Attorney Gen- : them — or niore xeahs,tlcall\, the less will
eral; and George Cabot Lodge, son of the ' deserving Democrats be hurt. But ‘the fed-
unsuccessful 1960 ‘Republican candidate for f eral-state road program has the potentml of
VICC Prcqxdent NE - a huge scandal hurting individuals in both
! ook ; \partxes —the first indictment in Massa-
Pcrhaps for political reasons alone’ this | chusetts named a high-ranking Republican
election year probe of pollution in the lngl1— -as well'as a Democrat — and sooner or later
Iway program in Massachusetts is going to' it will be parsed.
'be rather narrow. If suchi an understandmg Fortunately, New. Jersey, under the ab]e
(exists, it means that a good many potential ‘leadership of Commissioner Dwight R. S,
lareas of rottenness will be neglected. These Palimer, has steered clear of scandal in high-
linclude everything from cngmccmw to ac- - way developments : ;
'tual con<tructron

" Congress at the 1961 session increased

IR



