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Today morons? yesterday colonial outcasts, ^disowned" Friends,

land pirates, Hessians, Tory refugees, revellers from

Joseph Bonaparte’s court at Bordentown,

and other sowers of wild oats
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Between the coastal plane and the fertile land east of the Del

aware Hiver lies 2,000 square miles of almost pure sand*
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j.antic Counties* It ?/as originally covered with a splendid growth of

pines, interspersed with iron-producing bog lands,

of New Jersey was long ago exploited, and there was left only

by growth that but slowly replaces

science is turning the^low hollows

bogs.
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In the heart of this region scattered in rridely separated huts

over miles of territory exists today- a group of human beings so distinct

and laanners is to excite curiosity and v/onder in the mind of

brought into contact mith them, .They are known r.

'*Piii0ys'' or ’'Pine -Rats" and ar© recogniiz-sd as a distinct

normal GomTiun3.ti0s

in morale

any -.outsider the-C#

people by the

living on the borders of thoir forests, althoughI

■i

their manner of living arouses neither surprise nor interest,

ways been taken quite as a matter of course•

rhavinp; al»

In fact the problom is a

mixed 0210, iiitertwin'ng and extending itself iiin^.rd and outward from the

country to the pines, from the pines to the country

one old family is found to have in some .df its

0 that more than13

branches an infusion of

Piney blood. It is this fact which make the problem not oiily comp-lox3

but' 0210 of extreme delicacy, and gives it in

surroundings.

way the protection of its

tiot a few of our "PiTie friends for iiistance can be tra-ced
v*D

Iv'

back directly to where they branch from excellent families, often of

sturdy English stock. Others take their rise from, religious communities

of the north, while a great many aro there without any explanation of

their ancestral line spon desappearin;

Tlie general opinion current regerding the Piney end his class,

has bean, that he is what he is from environment, that surrounded with

other conditions and "given a chrnce

That he is a "problem.

in the mists of tVie -oast.

n

he v/ould come out "all ri,ght,"

that his presence tends to lower standards of

living among the norme.l people •,7hc come in contact with him, is a un

iversally recognized fact, but until recently it has. been confidently

1
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hoped th

©■^eatufelly besois^

through-cducatioB and the opening up of the- Fines .he iioidd

a.normal citiseB*.. 'liJhether or not h© iIS a being <5ap«

perinaaently i^allen belot?able of s-dcli derelopsieat. or r/hether h©' has

ihat poasibilliy* it is not the objeot of this pape^ to discusa.

ing has been detssmiaed beyond what he is today and tte t he resembles

several generations

Hoth-

of aacesfcdrs,.

M6ag,©r but sug- Bsti'VQ haxp© been the results' of ■ro'seareli into

degenerate group.*- Very faint ar©hiBt-ory to find, the origins of this

the treoea which- the Swedes-;
the- original fo-unders--o-f Sew ^ers©-y^, left ■■

behind' them, Xt ms .the Inglish,: aad English of sturdy desseatiug stocfe,

fflostly rsfuaess from Heighboriag proTinces who with an admixture of

psbpled Sew Jersasr, Desire for personal liberty
settlements that toofe root.in her

French Huguenot exiles

was the d.oiaiaating note of all the

soil Foremost
ai3ong the sects who sought, homes in the

territory were the persecuted follewere
newl^ opened

of George Fox.f. whose democratic

were, so firmly rootedprinciples, deeply imbued with■religious idoals

^ in all thrit.mahes for- order- and
to admirably fit

■ Thej were men indeed who had

their- principles of ©quality^-but

enjoyment of the

the colonies offered

as

them for- expansion in th© new world,

shown themsslms willing- to die' for

who greatly preParrsd to litre ia the cultivation and

peaceful arte of li,fo.. For this Jersey alone- of
them, an aliuring outlook

Society in- Mew Jersey began

has no parallel in the ^annals of

tJader the patronage of I7illiam^ Penn,

a career of democratic

any other country#

-the

expansion that



Outcasts of Religion

But there is another side to the picture. In the. organigatioa

of the Soeietj’’ of Friends5 there is but one method of dealing i^ith the

persistent aiaaer. f/hen a member proves incorrigible or when he eom^

mits S-oiae. flagrant misdeed he is dismissed from their ranks. In tMs

way they unGOnscioulsy throw upon society at large the responsibility '

of earing for what they themselves had failed to control.

Particularly is the beginning of its career of .material pros-^

perity the- society was severe, and summary is its dealings with offenders.

The early annals of all coismunities of Friends testify to this fact.

In the province of Hew Jersey* it is certain that "disowned” youths* cast

out by the society did in some eases betgilce themselves to the loose lives

of the dwellers of the Pines#

Outcasts from other religious comniunities also found shelter

there* driven by the lews in force during the early period in east Hew

In this province thirteen offences were punishable by death--*Jer30.y.

among them theft*, if incorrigible5 burglaryf rape* subject to the dis

cretion of the court I gross and tninatural licentiousness. For th© vice

j of unehaetity* there was imposed a fin© of three or five months^ imp

risonment or ten stripes at the public whipping post if the fine was

A marriag^ to be legal must be published three times* andnot paid..

must have th© consent of the parents* masters or guardians. These laws

were intended to uphold the high standard of social order by eliminating

the persistent sinner by death, thus ridding not only their own, but all

communities of the evil* The vicinity of th© Pines, however, offered

, possibilities of escape with which even these stern laws could not cope.
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The firet historical meatiosi of these oiitle.\^s is to be foun-i in

the quaint history of M&w Jersey by Ssjiiuel Siniths published in I7g0«

Speaking sf the white and red cedarp- he says “the towering rstrsat of

the forasr have afiordsd many an asylmTi for David®s men of necessity

Here alluding tovFirst Saiimel 22s where is recorded every one-in

o

distress p and every one in dobtjf. and every one that was discontented
\

gathered t-hemsslves unto David.®
I

But during the two ceaturies that have elapsed since Sorauel

S'.aith wrote this j the Pines of Hew .Jsrsey have had other .settlers bO'

sides these
n

man of necessity'® o- la course of time 5 this valuable .timber

land was bought up by speculators| first the cedars and later the pines

were cut off and shipp^ed from the convenient harbors along the const®

Before the revolution^ it had been di overad tha.t the bogs were rich ino V

iron or©p. so that a conBiderabl©- number of furnaces were estt^blishsd at

Batstos P'eymouthj fianovers etc®5. whose output bseame the chief native

source of the iron supplyo Many of the ca.nnons used during the rsv<

olution ware cast at these furnaces as wall .as the pots nd pans of ourcl

ancestors®

lHoBM while th© settlers along the river and coast we.ra rap5.dly

developing the agricultural resources of the country.and though tliejr

had been joined by non-conformists'of various se.cts^ th© Friends con

tinued to dominate raost of the settlements of West How Jersey® As

•time went on ond the great ideas of indspendenee were being developed5

the rules of the society in. regard to war prevented them from taking ac

tive part in the^revclutionj al.though many of them were at heart sealed

to their adopted country’s cause.®.. Their uncompromising attitude in this

regard j how^ever j made^ them seem a bodyj, to favor the Tory sid©,^ andes

1
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said to be sen of utter depravity whose "lawlessness9, cruelty and lust

'-sad© them a terror to the entire country"*

sequently hunted down and killed^ th© bodies of some being hung
warning in oohspicuous places*

The worst of them were sub«

as a

Hessians and Tories

After th© battle of Trenton^ certain Hessian soldiers and other

deserters from the British army found safety in th© seclusion of th©

Pines, and add.©d still another element to its already mixed population.

After th© war was- over those Tory faMlles who remained in the

state were frowned upon with such uncompromising severity as obliged

them to take to the woods for self-protectioa where, despoiled of their

possessions and hardened by the passions which war engendered, they fell

quickly into the ways of the other outlaxfs Thus political animosity

added its uncomprosiising bitterness to the stern dasapproval with which

th© strictly moral, highly intelligent, virtuous and prosperous Quaker

population regarded their neighbors of the Pines* The. gulf which sep

arated them becstme impassable except by illicit means.

Today direct descendants of the finest Quaker stock, living

still on th© edges of the Pine^ and who have sought to many of the Piney

names, belonged to one time prosperous Tory stock. Some of them found

legitimate eiiiplo3mient in established industries, for the period after

the war sew a great increase in the exploitation of the native wealth

of the region* Hew samills were set up; charcoal burners were kept
/ ■ \

busy over the length and breadth of the Pines, while the iron industry

took on a new leas© of life. ^
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T© Garry on these enterprises ^ skilled woi>kmeng

laborers were imported,

hundred sen .or ©mn twie© that number

Som© fo the landowners

as well as

Heeord and tradition show that from one to two
■ /

were ©aiployed at the different

centers*
s at Weymouth, built for their men

conve.ni©nt dwelligg, grouping them into, a tillage,'with a Ghurohf store

and sehoDl house. Others a-gain allowed them to live in

eruds huts or saployed the people living in isolated

the Pjfies,,.

more or less

cabins throughout

Ssasrally a mansion house stood on a riso.of ground overloofe-

ing the furnace or saw mill and here the owner lived with his fondly for

a whole or part of the year. Traoes of the encient colonial elsgeace ■

of these mansion houses can be seen today in the ruins scattered here

aud'th©r© -A' ,

Ch^img Weymouth, sleeping like'a lisard in the son, Is the

best preserved of these, but the rushing torrent of the

ri-^r@:r where it si/eeps its black' current madly

ruins of huge walls of solid

great Mgz Rarbor,

over the dam amid the

masonry is all of Weymouth, that today shows

any signs of life* Mring the last' half century, .all .these earlier

industries of the Pides have been steadily on the decline, for the for

ests one© cut down, re-newod themselrea slowly, while the cost of trans-

portatiofi o¥er the sandy reads together with the lessening supply

bog ore mad© competition with the developing iron industry
vania Impoasibi©.*: ^ .

of

of Pennsyl^

A fankee and the Cranberry Bogs

It OTs the Taniteo agent of one of the owners of the furnace at

Hanover who in 1850, as tradition has it, first conceived the idea of
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improving the \7lld cranberpy through Gultivation-

fruit haci been gathered aiid sold oiugh t

As an old-woodehopper of the district put it

•was- everybody’s—you could go or I ■could go or anybod-7*%

Ifp to thia tiaejj the

s the huckleberry is at present#

1ST

Used to bsj) eranberries■I,

To keep this

"anybody", namely 'bha Piiiey of Brotra Hills, from irespassiag

bog adjoining the-.HaTOver ’fuFnace

first experiment

on the

this shrewd Yankee's while 'mailing his

signs bidding the natives keep', off

which-.si.gns they very naturally .ignored:^-, since none were able

f Tjut up warning
cf
o.

S?

to reada

the giioneer in cranberry growing Jiit

a; cat 5. sniearing an old coa.t with

scattered fragments of

\7ilderE©ss. to the bog#.

■Hot discouraged by this failure^

upon the ghastly expedient -of killing

¥/ith its blood and leaving the latter along with

the oaf’s brain on the path that led from the

A terrible tia© ensuedj for it i7as soon noised about that

been murdered® Although they-could not find that

the Pimys were terribly frightened and thereafter

and his bot

a man had

any one v/as missing^

gave the experiraenter

From that day to this5 there has been

of the cranbebry industry which today

. /

a wide arary:ia«
a

teady development

the most lucrative of the state and forms the chief outlook f

ulatbrs of the pines -as well as for the: .inhabitants who' h

or. ability to work#

ranks as on© of

^or spec-

VQ any desire

But the real Piney has no Inelihation

every privation in order to avoid it#

to labor5 submitting to

Lazy3 lustful and eunnint h©' is

learned to 'provide for himself the bare

s sti.mulati.iig struggle# ^

gave up a free

roving life and5 gluing its head to a rock5 built a wall of defence

a degenerate creature who has

necessities of life without entering ifto life’

Like the degenerate relative of t-h© •crab that ages

k
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Rtomd itself,, speadiag the rest-of its life kicking, food into'its j'flouth '

and, enjoying the functionings of* reprpductioii, the Piney. ancLell the

rest of Ms type have.beoGrae barnacles upon our., ciyilisat-ioa, all the

higher- functions-of .whose .manhood, have been atrophied tlirough disuse-*

This comparisonj. hoi78V0r,-. serves- only as an illustration and must not.

be- carried too far^. for into the .degenerate human problem enters an ele

ment jKfhich has no force-,, where It is- a .question of mere, physical degen-^

cracy-* It is’ this moral elemeat which entering in makes- the human -deg--
y -

encraey* , It is this moral element whio-h .entering in make.s the. hummi

degenerate, such a, profound .menace to social order as .to. demejad the -care

ful consideration of those interested in the preservation of the- Mgh

.standards of our cosmonwealth*.

From the beginning of the existence of the Piney type, and

peeielly with the deyelopment of industry and prosperity in the Pinesg

there have been men of leisure, young men of good families., foot-loose

men of no character,, adventiu'ers- of ©Tery.s.©rt, who for shorte-r or -

lo-nger periods- have delighted. in losing themselves in- the pleasures.- of

the Pines* There has. alwe^ys- been hunting aix6i fishing.,- the wine -of the,

air, the tonic;:; of the pine breath, -and .always ,the imhiadered poBsibil-

ities -of-sensual enjoyment* ' -lot every one who has com© under the fas

cination of the .Pines has suceiambsd to its illicit pleasures*

it, as .such a book as V^n Dyke*s Days .Off abundantly testifies..* But

the way is. open to those who seek it and many indeed are they that have

succumbed, as well as they who have deliberately gone for that purpose*

In the gay days when Princ© Joseph Bonaparte held his miniature court at - -

..es«

Fa.r from

Bordentown,. ^f»ny were the revels and hunting parties in the Pines which

wore indulged in by-'the membere of his suit©* All these revelers -cam©-
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baekj. leaving train of nameless: offspring to eomplieate still further

the mi^&d soeial problem of the Pines,- so that today, in tracing the

ancestry of any partieular group.,;, one runs up eontiaually -against th©

Impossibility ©f proving exact' ancestry* ■ ' ■ ^

Isamigrantsi the Latest Somers

to study -of the c-omp-oneat forces of the. Fines would b©- •.©omplet.e^

without, mention -being mcle- of the" thriving .^aw oolonies. ©stablish-sd

diffareat points^ and of -the Italian ooimiiunitie-a-

■at

■ A superficial obser-* .

- I var hs^s- eitan boen lead to believ© that there is- much -siniilarlty- beti^ean

the-s© peo.pio-and. the native diM-zons 'of the Pines-, but no--on© who knew

the® intimp.tely ■eould'-eve-r be so de-celvod* Whateyar resemblance there-

is,. is indeed, superfieial, such aa-f large famil.ies,- often unsanitary ,

an.4 ero^Med ;conditions of living,., small and incojamodious- diallings |

but beneath the surface we find, on one hand, loose disjointed living.

with.attendaiit .lack o.f intelligence., absence .of ambition, dearth of

'ideals, of every .sort|; on the other.- solid', compact ,orga.Qi3ed exi-stencoi

tho.. father head of his home, protecting his wife and daughters,, teaching

the- same at-ta-tud© to his. soasf both parent.s training, their offspring to

thrift snd industry*

Haturally there are exceptions to this rule, and it is most cer

tainly true, especially in.our large cities, that the foreign population

tends to lose its charaeteriging virtues and assume our vices much, oiore

quickly than the rovers©., loading thus to another probiem-^not the prob-:

lem of mental deficiency,, but one which though of immense significanee

to th© future of our country scarcely enters into th© rural quest! on.



at all

T© Illustrates ©Ha rather exeeptional ©as© in the Pines, yet &

charaet®ri©ti©,. is that of "Italiaa Mike^* who eighteen years ago- left,

work iu a railroad gang and, burdened hj a debt of |40,«.00 iacurred

through illHess.5j took up on ©redit twenty-fiT© acres of woodland In the

heart of the Pinas and. near a small -comrsunity of typical.,! thriftless

Pin©ys«, Aided only by bis faithful wife, **Kfike**" built a small shack'

and sat to work clearing his land* lhat he could not sell as timber

or cut up into cordwood he cenrerted into charcoal*

sufficient land clesred, he set out two thousand strawberry plants.*

this small way pe begeA, and during the years which followed he has

had the usual round of discOuragemeats, droughts, iaseGt pests., etc

and yet tcsday, besides a ©oaeiderabl© bank account and credit good

anywhere in the. country, he is owner of more then

As soon as he had

In

hundred a.er©s of

la.nd, has a cosifortable: frans^house, a large rineyard r/hioh is used bx-*-

clusi^ely for wine which he himself laakes for home consuption, to say

nothing of a family of eleren, fresh, clear-eyed,. -attraetiT© children

who hare helped him piece together his eompeteac©*

,600 on his small fruits which he himself takes to a City thrlty-two

miles au?ay§ his habit being to leare home about 5 o’clock in the after

noon, reaching hi.s destination at' g ©'’slock in the morning,; his- fruit

then in perfect condition to ©ormaand the beet price in the imrket*

In one year he cleared

file

next day his oldest ©on leaires at th© same: hour and meets his father

half 3*’/ay on th© road, where they exchange teams, and the next day’s mr-

ket is made in th© same way as the preceding on©,*

the advantage of schooling for himself nor of much for his children.

has nerer had

U



\

m

(13)

- -1

owing to tho lameatabl© st^te of affairs, in this rsgard in his ssotloa

of the Pines bat his alert rflind has had time amidst the stress of his

acti-(re life to acquire the essentials of the three "*11’ s

be no means an illiterate man»

«
so that h© is

la striking '.eoatrast to **lfike**'' i.s a family liiring 'pn the mm ^

roady ander the same natural ©n^iroaH^nt:# not a quarter of a mil© away^

Here too* is a family of ©loTfea ©hildrenj hut they lire in a ramsheokle

hous© for #hioh they pay no rent and the father and mother gain a liriag

by gathering, moss in winter-and herries in summer*' The oldest hoy is in

the reformatory at «lam©sburgs= and the oldest daughters^ ha’^ing hsen

fflitted to th© State Home for Girls^ had iator been put out on probation

in a good family

oom-

Her© she got into trouble ?/ith a buteher hoy and

fiamlly ©am© haek to her hoffl© a greater prohleas than she was when she

■»-

went away
\

Questioned as 'to; his neighhors*-habits of life,, “Mike*’- showed

neither surprise nor interest in what, was asked him»-;■'frankly:he knew

nothing about them at all,, and in a few moments his mind ©oh© naturally

be©k to ho^ topies which ahsorh his entire iaterest* Truly the most

ooariacing proof of a strong progressive, mentality*

Down a Sandy Eoad on the Sdge of the Pine Belt

My first introduetion to the remarkable community whieh is the

product of outlaw ancestry ©am© on© day by i/ay of a sandy road on. the

edge of the Pine belt* I stopped at a little store to inquire about a

certain Harry .Reed. \?ho was a distant connection of one of the insiates
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of the Vineland Training Schools

n

I stopped at Ha,rry*s house on my vmj here5” I said5, leaning

over the eeunter, "but he \msn’t at home, HI0 ¥Jife told me that Harry

worked for you.
♦5

^^Yes-^ Harry does work for me5 but that wasn’t his wife you sax?

said the store-‘keeper half laughing^ half sneering*,, ^Harry has a mfoj,

but she’s left him and is living x^ith a man doxm near Milltown—B.ertha

there, the worn©vi you saw, just lives with Harry”,.

■Si-

I
!'

i

n
But x^hat about the .-chiid I saw? If

s»

Yew, that’s Bertha and Harry’s child all right, but they can’t

get married because Bertha has a husband living

glad of an attentive listener.

I

You^%ee” j, he v/ent 0%.»

•these people in the Pines, have x?B.ys of

their oxvn and I suppose they seem' strange to an outsider",.
a

ft

Are these the’Pineys’ or ’Pine Hats’ one hears so auch about? «

'~hAf

A

^Exactly Son©: of the better among them dislike the name but

most of them do not care,: That.Bertha you just stm is a case I can tell .■v

fMl

you? before she vient to live X7ith H-rry she lived with Bill Forman over
w:

at CtuII’s Point”,

1=

Bill ^’orman? , he is the uncle of one of our Yinelaad girl

Do tell me.,, 'where is Bill now?

State’s prison..

0

s’

h-.-
If

They got into a fighit x nd Bertha had him locked.

Bill has a viife and children living somewhere—down at Goosenecks.up.

I believe. Si

Faniily Tree, of a "Piney

i
”\?ho is this Bertha anyxs/a-y^ I asked for I hsd a, eoasuming interest

^9
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in genealogy*

”lhy-j her faother was ’Caddie *.5 ’Caddie Bir&* they call her^ and

her father, bat that would be rather hard to tell
I

Caddie tsarriod

when she was a young girl an old man ’Stumpy Joe’’, who had a lot of

boys. Caddie ran with all of themi^ the old man finally hung himself

in the woods^^they say, because he couldn’t stop her-^^som© say that

Caddie and ’Snapper Bill’, another fellow she used to run with, did

Simpl© old fellow, he

All Caddie’s chiidrea are like

it«^*^yway he was found dead,, hanging there-.

hardly had enou^ sense to hang himself.

her, unless it is the youngest May—she’s a pretty little- -girl that

something might eoiHe of if she only had a chance”.

Has Caddie- many children?

”Hine^ or ten* • ’.joe boy’,, stumpy*-son,:- -is the father of some

I

« »

of them* He stays hosie with them and when Caddie isn’t running ¥/ith

somebody else she comes back to them. He’s tto lazy to work and when

she’s away the county has t(5 keep them. Bertha is the, oldest child#

%%Bti she was only sixteen her mother laade her marry eld Jim Bently who

was sixty^eight Jim had had throe wiwos and ©leiren children by the

lest wife—but that didn’t stop her running off with Sen Eahmey who left

Bertha and Jim didn’t get on, as might hama wife and six children#.

been expeeted, so they went back to old Squire King who married them,

and got a writing of separation# Of courBe, it isn’t legal but they

To com© back to Harry that you first asked me about,

he’s a pretty good fellow to work5 he doesn’t drink, and what’s more,

he always pays for what he gets rt the ^ore, a matter of seTfen or eight

they think it is#

dollars a week**.
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Tli0' calm ton© of acceptancQ, with which thas© facts, ware ralated 9

astonished ae almost as much as th© facts t.hamseives It was soon ap«
a

parent that they were- but an index to the situation an the whole eonirriunity

The Manner of the People

Dink was somewhat exceptional owing to her abounding

4

vitality^, but the standards of liviaej were much th© same for all,,

Caddi0®s youngest sister was married to ^^Sarnmy boy" another son of

They lived in a shack in the woods on the edge of a cranberrySturapy®

bog end there were five feeble-minded children whose paternal parentage {
*^Sammy boy'® like "Joe boy" was too lazy to work aiidwas' very uneertain. I

what his wife did not earn she begged. There were rumors tha.t his shack

was a rendezvous for the men and that Ss.mirW drew quite an income from

their visits. Sue© 5 his wife.j wes^ an energetic.p sharp^ftosguedy shrill'

i
voiced woman 5, with black hairj sparkling black ©yes 5, finely shaped oval

The freedom of her life gave strengthfao©s. a nd dark gypsy coloring.

and vogor to her limbs and a rosy coloring to her cheeks. In the ¥/oodSs>
.“H

on a cold day5 with a bit of shawl wrapped about her^; the fragment of

a scarf on her head..sr a sack half full of potatoes over her shoulder^

almost gre.e©ful creature that seemed the genius of theshe was a v/ild 9

Only when togged out in the forlorn cast-offs of civilizationplace.

could one see how coarse and vulgar she was., One day Suse came iiito th©

kitchen of a farm house to warm herself and was left there a minute

A few days later she cam© back and asked to see the mistress ofalone, •;. -"v

the house.

1
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on the edge of the ?;oods Sh© was fond of her brood as a mother might

be, though she never bothered much with such small matters as shoes ajfid

■H'

stockings,g. brushing the hair and washing the he.nd:s and facss of her

She k©|>t herself fairly cleang for she had been brought upoffspring

in a respectabl© family, but "with an old man like hers and having to

go out three days a week to work,, her eleven ehiidren added too much to

3-

i

the already hes-vy burden^ She wag far too wise a woman to bother about
i

what she couldn’t helpg or to attempt to control the uncontrollabie^

That she w ould have preferred cleanliness and order had they been easy

to attain was attested, by a box in the corner in which wore laid away

in excellent condition a pile of patchwork quilts of her own makings

Bed quilts were most satisfactory objects to Hannah Ann? they stayed

where they we?© nut end had no perv’erse habit of rolling in the dirt*

Her mentality ?7as equal to. caring prop©,

not the case efhen it was a question of her babies.*

(

ii

for tl}.©ni“«but alas this was

She did, however^ '-

prepare for them food when she was home, and at night tber© was a hole

under the roof into which those might crawl wiio could not find room in

th© bed*

Moron Types

It would.b© easy enough to stamp both Ranne Ann and "Old Is

as: mentally deficient, yet there Is about the latter in particular

shrewdness, an ability to t!:.k©. care of himself that is characteristic of

his class and is very faisleadiag.*

.a

To give him a precis© test would b©

impossible, and though it is easy to find his children in th© schools

and to test them along -with other boys ond girls of the some mental

J
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stamp,, the result does note^ightein us- as the test of as'adult Piaey .

would do,, so WB hided our tajna*

the opportunity finally eaias is a rouad«about way,

had a daughter- Beolc-ie,; who had married a mas immA Ed whe was much older--

Gaddie^ ©'iuic

than she# had come over at craafoerry time and Becfeie and he had got

' to "carrying on

was not, a married man-.

w

the squire married the pair after Sd swore that he

Of 'Course, Sd had .a wife: and Ghild living far***

ther up in the Pines,, hut she didn»t Count- since long ago- she had gotten-

tired of M and gone off fdth another man# But the newly married pair

did not live happily ? it was only a few weeks after the second child

was bora that, BeCkie: left him for good, taking the baby with her,. Sd

left with the older boy, carried him over to his other woman who agreed

to car© for the child and he west back to his lonely shack,, 0ooa after

this he took s colored man in as lodger fhe two got into fight when

drunk and Sd did him up in such shape that he got twelve years in the

sinto prison for attempted imirder. '

Seckie in th© meantime began ruaniag the roads and

She was finally arrested for criminal neglect of

her child and sent to the county house,, from ’E^ich place, aided by a

Piney woman who worked there, 'she ran away within -a week of her com-

aitment.

was soon-a —

notorious- character;

Some time afterward she■was located in a nearby city, brought

back by the constable end sent to Jail, thus giving ample opportunity

to s tudy and test her mentality,

Beckie is t'wenty-threei well-formed, robust.., healthy-looking

and bearia.g no sti^. -of degeneracy:, unless 'it be a rather flat head.,

low forehead, ®nd protruding lo\?9r jaw. She is fairly clean in her
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4

I:

personal habitS|^ is, conscious of the vain© of pretty clothes and likes

to look also likes ^^hat sh© calls -,a good tlms^

sorts of coarse work.y and occasionally is willin

She can do. -all

i
but left to liers.eif

her idea of house-keeping -seams tO' consist in preparing soma sort of

(7
4

food, clearing up the dishes., sweaping the dirt under the store or Just

outside the door;, after which she sits and rocks herself or walks the

.streets or the. roads sailing at erery one;
i

Sh© can nai|li@r sew nor cut out the sis^lest gariaant, not

an apron* She has perhaps no stronger charaoteristiG than that of in

difference*

©ires

FoM as she is of dress, when she has no d.eoent clothes,

which often happens.,; she does not rrj^ind^ but seems to take it

matter of course* So also with the loy© of freed.om which bslcngs t-o
Ias a

her wild, untamed sst ture* >3hen she was brought back by the constable.,

1 met her at the station*

I-'said., laughing and shacking a finger at her

**what do you suppose they will do with you nowt"-

.XI

her attitude, was that of perfect unooncera*

' ’’Well, 'Beckie'
■

n

■ r- 'I
-»■

**SeM me to Jail%

don*i .you,care?

"f^afe^s th©- use of csring?

"Were you ever at s.chool., Beckx-ef ” .

but I didn’t get. no learnin* 5 been awful sorry sinee”*

"§sn* t you read or write?

I

it

tt

..tt

n

«■

Why couldn’t, you learn?

’*Bidn»t seem as though there was anything in my head could take it

tt
n

»■
*

J
I
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B©@ki© aad the Biaet T^sst

igi'yea the precis©. mn%&l testB it. was found she had the

ns©ntelity of a child of hetxia&h eight and

j

She kaew thejears.^.

colors*, days of th© week,* siiaost all the months sad the detej she had

&.n exeelleat aemory*. could gim la immediate repetitioa

or ssKiteaces of fifteaa werdst.- where the thought was withia her grasp*.

She couM co'Bpare aisiJle 'ohJectBj^ as tell how saow and milk are alike*.

.i

se'^a figures*:.

I
I

■i

how glass sad w&m are different*: but could define obiects^ ©.nly in

terms of‘ use^ for- instenee-*.. lyhen. ©.sked ”i?hat is a table?” She. replied

”To eat. OB*” .is a. chair?”' ”Tq .sit

. .1w-

mouse?” Silence|

being unable to think of any us© for- a mo-use she could say nothing.

”A spoon?” ”To eat with#”

(Interesting

on*”'

1’ •:4

V

”A horse?” «fo go out ridin* v/ith* f

\

I

B©eki0 Is used to being taken oitt riding)

Her Judgaents* when it ¥/as

3!
#•

jC,
r

fjuestion of something she coulda

V):I
m

understand* were al^/ays good.

... _ ought you to do wh©n people give you good advice?

Sit down and take it*

J'

•'>5'

m
a

V7
■«■ H

/.:
f.

, .r'

”fake whst, Beckie?**

Why the good advice

did you ever learn so much Becfe.iet”

Quiekly^-^Oh* 1 know right from wrong, 1 knew that ^ihen 1

fifteen* Bior0*'a I know now.*”

itr

If.
•4ft

A*

I.

i;:*

t*

-"A
iTef
'-i

was WiV J

m
iS

tl

You know' but you forget.* is that it?”

Yes* 1 forget.*”

r
ei>-x J-:

*''2>

}?
I

”fell .ffl© Backie* you people don^t think of it as wrong to*

'I Marry a man when he has another' wifet ”

T 1 ^
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I

"Mo, we don’t think it n

wrong.,

"Tell m,, what ought you to do \7hGa the house is

Ge'^^ out ?/hat you can*."

'*^©n you want to buy somsthing you see at the store?"

"Bo what’a right and pay for it*

j

pn fire?”

(ft

ti

"t’Vlien another contradicts you no matter what' you say?^*^

Tell him when you’re right you’re,,

much unction that I asked laughing.,

"Did Sd contradict you, Beckie?

"Sure he dldl” and her whole expression gfew sullen and injured*

Beckie, however, reached the height of her Capabilities in answer

ing the following questions

«

came from Beckie with so
«

tt

)

"thy do you judge person more by their acts than by their■a

words?”
/

Beckie’s experience came to her aid mid she instantly caught the

sense, and said bitterlys

believe half he says*.

Questions like the following conveyed no idea to her iniad and

land she aB.de no attempt at raplys "Shy is it better to psraeTOre in

what one has begun, than to try something now?"

All her descriptions were e-xtrenioly .crude and unworthy
of a child of seven*.

'j*

11^

.Shy his acts, show what he is* A'.
You can’t

4

I

’*'£i1»
Jt'

5v

•Vl

: :wi
of a

yf

3\
I

v.-T

IV

-Mmr-

hook at this picture, Beckl©, and tell me what you see.

After long pause there was no

n •j

-I
V

manswer forthcoming*

Oh, Beckie, you surely see something, tell me what it i

I

is;’" 0

Sxplosiv0ly--«iill i see is that man a-shavin* the girl’s headS" i

tl

fell, thf t’s just what I wanted you to soel Now, what else?"
./
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^Onlf that them t^iagg,^ psiniiag to

some bottlae oa a sheXf..

A graat •etaok- of pietwes was. disposed of with- the- briefest

desoriptioa for eaoh* it. seeined sa exsrtioa that ■poslti’^eiy pFod'oeed

pain to hold her attemtion m- long on a -subj-ect for whieh she had no

isterest^*- lllhen shown a ■ood.leetion -of human fi In all of whioh

some- prominent anatiraio.al. feature: wa,S: lacking* ■as: arms* eye., nose-., or^

mouth, Beokie eotild m& nothing ^irong A :Mul.atto ^ girl seiuring a tern

in Jail.* who was listening* was much siinoyed at this and said with ir-

ration, ye see that woman ain't, got no mouthf tt

Beckie* still

gazing at the picture* pro-test.e.d she could not s:Qe*

She was a-ble to make correet change when given two ten-^ceat

pieces in ©Kchange for four imaginary .oranges at four cents each*. She:

could not, however* tell how much three' two-cent and three one-cent

stanips wouM cost when placed before lier* ar^ this not because she

could not count, but becaus©- she l-cst. her-directing Id-ea and.forirot

what she sta rted to do«**.a much more significant failure* She could

only think of five words in three minutes,, even- ^^hen helped nor could9

she understand a rhyme .or make a seiitence using a given word.* She

was able to- copy a square but .after several attempts to copy a diamond

was obliged to give it up-^-she aia^iy -bould not bring the lines back to-

the starting point, alt-hough ©ncouraged to the utsiost,*

In giving her the- test Beckie' was praised for ©varything -she- did

well and even her failures were covered up expressions of sati.S;faction

no matter what the answer:- or by hastening to give an easier question tor

which her reply would be eorrect* By this means eh© was all the tini©

stiimileted and wae -greatly pleased with herself*
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I aitiH
so stopid as you^'d thiiik'%

Indeed you're not, Beokig- x s,nsBered ydth
left her suprsraaiy satisfied.

sl50 saidfi
:«

convietloiij, aad
{

i'.

i'l'

Th© Mai© of the. Speoies

i
Another- typical

hose.fac© is still fresh and

b© normals

©as© is that of '"Ford^

boyish

«

man thirty years- old.§-

When first seon h© was t

a.

i
vr

.o

ken to

andj although in

CUi-

His manners- ?,

woFfjing clothe^j. there

it \7as aRJs.2ing

to marry 3eckie*s joungest s

^rerB pleasant and courteous9.

vim something about him that 0

that a fellow

nggested good

so decent looking should be plamiin

was- following rapidly in

re^aaled surprising facts^

blood.

i
O’

I

ister flay, who

Beekie-*s foot steps« Sub ©equent aequaintanc-e

a -squire- that h©Although zFord had ©worn before
single man and had

it was fgiuifid that

For sewersl months after this.

- InirestigEtedj: and the

was not normal,, and therefor©, not r

WES

secured a license and
subsequently i!iar.ri0d Msiy,

ted two other 'rfves Hying at that date,

the young .man was foUo^■;^a and his past life 1
■^ietioii began to-

for the erimes he had

amy and the

f
h©5

;gs;

eon- I
-■js

grow thpt he
i 'i

vespons-
ifole 4.

committed finally, he arrested for hmg^

eeuld not he eontiaUe.d,

and Ford-"* ©

’■fe-

ease was tried. Fhe prosecution

meantim© one wif© had died

h!

'k
however5, because in the

^^esona wife turned ou-t to be illegel, since,, thoug,h on,ly

©en years old when he married her

marrias;©
■i

with the

aighi«

th©. wife -had a le.gal husband iix?i5

iig

whom she had deserted6

The prose-Gutor in.dropping the

wet guxlty, but morally h© is, and I wish that I could
h© des.erves it..

'Vi-case Baidf "'hegally., Ford is

punish hia, for

VV
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1

^muM ym pmiim a «^1M of aiae jears?

askittg you sead

«

I eould not help 1

a ehild ef nim& to state»s prisoa?

Perhaps you are- right-,, perhaps .that is the way to look at it«.^
the preseoator aaswered

»,

»

;*

I

In jail ample opportua«y wae afforded to study Ford at leisure*

Although his fseatality

BeOkle*s it- was of

wss pmmn to be on the whole little superior te

The ehief differeaee, how~
11

a differeat type from hers»

©rer-,; seemed t© be in their characters

i

i

Instead of xadiffertile© atm-

his fat-e Ford showed a profouad interest la what wag ia store for him

Do you think they oan punish oe?« he kept replating ®lth pit

iful inBiatanee. ”X know I done wrong and I'm not sayln' this 'cause

«

I,/

I :V •-■

I'm in here, hut «*en I get out I'm going to lead a different life.

l*m going to J-©ia church sad

‘cl

me sad lar’-s going to- lire like man an■

• wife ought tom

Thom v/as m possibility of questioaiag the sincerity of his

iatentione. . But Ford, like all aieatally defectiye personS j an(i like

■all children^ is open to suggestion and unconsciously -takes

coarersiag

on the att»

For the moment their att-
itud©' -ef thos-e with whom- he is

#

itude 'is his-s-., and whihout-
any thought of insincerity, he is capable of

ehaaging corapletely round in an incredibly short apace of. time,

he lacks is the power to hold

►. What

directing idea, which would enable him- a

t-o: folleiw -any chosen- course of action-i nor has he any coneeptioa of

or dasire of the momentright conduct beyond what the is^ulse

An^ous t.o draw oat hia ethical ideas^

I'

my inspire^ i

X took occasion to questiion

him about the conduct of some of his friends. His brother deorge, for

'in-ata--nce-, has- been in three different state’s prisons and

was also -a state’s prison ease,.

married a girl

with s-ereral -other husbands- who' !

She

S
r
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Jiappeas to be
a aiero.eophalie j Xm grade

feead obtained for b©r th& diatinoti
nisron wbose s t rikingly smai|

I

on of haring her photograph placed
:»■ Ijaat winterin the rognea fallerr of her .state

traded her off to another

Knmdng that^Ford had been, pri^
the followin

one of her hasbands

man who tried to get a license to n

to the trEnsaotion I

marry her • '.I

Questioned him in \

mannersto

Mmd- of I

a fallow is hem Oltmanf

g»ess| t ain’t got nothin’ agin* .hem*’*'

to Jim Jenks last winter

M

*1

hem*© all .s^ght^ 1

tried ta glm Clarissa
didn’t

het’* h

he triads

*’Jim 'has- a wife,y, hasn’'t he?-«’

**H;e says he has

Say Ford^t didn’t

f©0'.^ affi* sh©^*a got fcmr other'

®io are theyg. Fordt«

”lfeilg fom Faust.g he’^s dead

and hem':

She lilted

"fas^, last S-iiraa©r.*i,

r
I

m

n

yonr brother Ceorg© marry Glarissa

hue bandsj only one’s d©ad<»»

oacef fj

«

ft I

i

L

an* Gns poss, he’s lirin v.
'

snd

»4-:«:•

« %

mm with Bert Irans^, dida*t she?I
tt

»

I m
fi.

”lhat sort, of a fellow' is 'Bert'?

^*He.*S' all rlgM. only he

I
n

mI

mm>t work,, an’ he swears somethin*
awful n1

mi
’*^f®ll m&f. Fordy, do you think 'Glarissa is bright?** mp*
n

'Ibt- I don-’t beli,©v© sh©- i© »

m K'*'■■0

M

!

ST"

m ¥
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ISiTOB the pt-eoisa teste,. Ford sitcoedded ia attaining the

&&■ mmpamA with B^oKle hie

nine- ]I

year lisiil -i*

memory r/as a little weaker5, '

were superior to hers.- Ufcs her h© oould

a different reasoh*

while Beekie had attended school off

His deseriftioiis of pictures-,, far from being crude

!

but his pomrs -of oalsulatioa

neither- read nor write b-ut evidently for
\

Ford has

never had any ■schoolia

for- four years.

and on / I

i|

1

like hers were: -original and i.at©re-sting*. Be was not satisfied with■»:

.g -what he saw but often went beck t©^

normal trait

/

1
"My,: thorn’s tpoahls hem j Suoss them boys must

.somethin-’" or- that

a'* been doing*
! •1,

V

ma-n -*ud never- efe: .a^chasin* '*

fellow must ef© haijlin’ flour in them saek.s

* auess that

anyway he’s been to the mill,

he instantly gave correct

waspoorly developodj he could not

em. SO:* •I,'*■ A.'

«

-f-

diagnoaes*. His- ianguage,, however r
S' 1

make a .sentences using two words:

make comparis-ons- in answer to such ■oue-stion-s-

given him, nor comprehend a rhyme , nor \

1

^ as,s ' '*fhat is the differ

©nc® between a butterfly and a flyt**
I

I

His definitions: wer® those of

the names, of the laonths of the

a child of seven, he did not know

year, or the date

He could not see any absurdity In the statements

house fell o#a ladder and broke Ms neck by the fall,

to the hospital and do not think he will get well.

or even the season*^9'- •s*>
I
'4 Y'

-.O-I

A man painting a

fhey took him

«*

It-*"®, all his .©wa ftolt

-sitiv© -of personal humiliation.

mistakeB is on© of his striking characteristics.

/Judgment superior to Beekie, whose self-satisfaction

‘H-

replied F<3 , who, was in a supersen-»

In fnct. Ford’s consciousness of

In this,, he shows a

would prove an
/

i
/
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lie©' were usuellj mboixt- thifigs that he could not fully' taderstand,, while

he ehowei an equally childish ’(reracity where it was question of simple

■things which'an intelligent adult, would heap to himself. His brother

-George.,.: with about the same laentality.,. has dfstiadt crimiaalistic' im-

pulses, which ms&e of 'him a mach more: serious prohleia Opportunity has

so far been lacking, to make an equally minute and precis© ©lamination

♦

f

of him/

fhe .Probleia of th©. Pines

I
i

In ©ours© of time fineland Trainins School hopes to be able to

conduct similar :atudi@s. upon other adult Fi:neys.5 but with th© material ’

which w® ha^© in-hand it is possible’io point som© things of vital im

portances for example, the folly of .giving to ,a man, whose mentality is- ■

th9.t of a child qM nine years^ the right of franchis©, thus permitting

him to h&oowB the prey of mm. who ..will buy his vote^.
I

Imagine a man

living thirty yeers in the- world -and not l0aFain.g to, know what month it

is.,- and yet being given -a voice in p-olitical affairs t Also it is. with

no small surprise we diseover that our laws., which were' made to regulate

th©' lives, .of normal people,, do not touch the deg©.aerate problem,, for

find that a -man cannot -b© legally punished for bispmy if his wives

of th© samo- type and happen to .have extra husbands ’themse.lves

wo

are

Thus

it basomes literally, true that, two wrongs mak©'. one right in our comm-

?n-:W’r
'.I#-

■f

onwealth I

r

In all t:he neighboring eomaiunities one is told that conditions

in the Pines are better today than they have been in th© past.

/•‘V„

• "Mi
JJawI

r
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J

roada are o^eeiag up the eountrw., ®hila delightful
and there are glviag en^loj-ment

touch S7ith those ko da

of course, s-hile the deTOlopaent of
offer e

time, that

■ssfiater resoFts' here
X

fO laany asd arg bringing the Piney in

““ of living as a simple matter
Inot take his

the cranberry and chicken industries

are willing t© worh^at th©

an iaproved school system, pushed forsvard by trained
is offering the advantages of education to those

(!

mans- of iiwlihooa to thoa© who \

same

workora r

I
I

oapablQ of 2*e0eiviiig ;
it To ell this, it

touelieg: the real profolo® at

®ay be saM that this
apparent improirement,

all, for the Piney is known to penetrate
approach*,

sGarcely

deeper into.the woods

a question whether

cetion to f^.k0- Qf ii^gj

which his presence

work of the sehoolB,

atiw©:- of his, hj maim fore©

li'ffi.mg. for m. few weeks

drunk most of the time

to know

Bubject^. far

that deaemds attention

as ciiriliisimg imflu@nc©s
It is mor© than

receiving sufficiemt ©du-

citizen, 'iSlile the lowered

or not h© is capable of

ffloral tome

emsur©s is- a
parpetually undermining influaacs to the

■».

a promimeat lawyer drag :e4

out of a c-atiia the Pim©.a

oy- months; perhaps, w;ith

»■ ^
a reX*®

where he had beeaI

*y girl, himself

The lasyar in qusstioa, who is i3.n a position

It is this phase of^ the
-sserts t-hat such thing©'f

are eofsaom*,

laor©' t-ham- the ss-tual
personal problem of the Piaey himself,

vfOBt IS true of the Pines is true, with local

and is also true of certain

I

m'

mriutt&ns-:^. of all outiyi-ng districts 3

por«

tions of the Simas of our great cities.

Csrtaiiiiy th© tim© iia-s

to sot about clsariag

-sar© from the worst form: of

ow risin!

com© for us

up thss© %©ckdODr:s' of

C'Cntagioii -what remaias -of

ua am ©mlightoaed eommuaity

and so to

aoral health in

geners-tion*.

i

'W
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The following pietiirm in ‘^The Pineys n

ara showaj-^
i

1. A pieiur© of the Pines (has ao haadiiig)

2. A v/hite sand path leading to the bo
I

!

gs.

3a Bit- of Slosaic formed of traneyerse SQctioaa of cadar st©fas
filled la with moss

4^ Boserted *^Pia©y« house

&-

!

^4 I

oecupied hy a waaderiag p©ddier»s
/

i
I

family j

J
}

'Sij- '^^Piaey** mot-h0.F0

sixty^eight* They "dida^t get

whO' married them- and .got

Sue© was a wild^ pioiuresqu©

eyes5; oTal fao© and dark

and' their' a bask

s Bertha was married at sixteen to aI mm
I

■ft i
on

ir so went baek to th© squire

writing which they thought legale
ereatur© with bleak.

She was married t

a rend©0yous for the

M

a separation in /

r-

'v

isparkling

Samray Boy
gypsy eolorias^Ô®' n

O «

wr-s s-aici to-' b©
men*

Oranbgrry piak.ers s

■’s little girl pbotigrEphed

Hannah Ann,,

n

Joe Boy,;'' Beekie, E.nd Hay arith'
on the bog*

her old man, three of

■Janie

7* «

her children and two
jr grandchildren*

f

a*. f*

Hannah Ann” with two of her

group of Piney Boys*

family of eleven*/ '■■
* A

/

i i '=
)
W

I

!

A chart of the Moron family

: 1*: Moron Family Treet

Joe^ and the others

by Miss kite*

\ tree, is also shown;l

th

mse% «old r2«, ^Manner Ann«

are shown in the interlaein

, Sturapy

of llnejg 6 analysed

V
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