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Trenton, NJ — Governor Chris Christie released the following statement on the passing of State Senator Jim Whelan:

"The sudden and unexpected passing of Senator Jim Whelan is an enormous loss to the people of Atlantic City, his
district and all of the State of New Jersey. During my nearly eight years in Trenton, | came to know Jim as a forthright
and honest leader who's word was his bond. While we did not always agree on policy, he was always willing to listen
and reason together. The current comeback of Atlantic City is due in no small part to the efforts and passion of Jim
Whelan. Mary Pat and | extend our deepest sympathies and prayers to the entire Whelan family. He will be sorely
missed by all who knew him."
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