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Happy New Year

Ensuring the health and welfare of the residents of New Jersey's
three Veterans Memorial Homes at Menlo Park, Paramus, and
Vineland was a top priority throughout the year and it will remain a
priority every day throughout my tenure. Throughout this past year
we have addressed staff training, operating tools, and reviewed and
revamped policies and practices to ensure we are providing the
best possible care in an environment that is healthy and safe for
our residents, medical professionals, and staff members.

This past year the Soldiers and Airmen of the New Jersey National
Guard refocused training and operations to improve overall
readiness to execute future overseas deployments in support of
United States strategic objectives. Over 2,500 Soldiers of the New
Jersey Army National Guard's 44th Infantry Brigade Combat Team
(IBCT) completed the Exportable Combat Training Center (XCTC) at
Fort Drum, New York. The New Jersey Air National Guard 177th
Fighter Wing and 108th Wing rapidly deployed Airmen, aircraft, and
equipment to Key West and Puerto Rico for New Jersey's first Agile
Combat Employment, or "ACE" exercise. DMAVA also took point as
chair of the Governor's Afghan Refugee Assistance Task Force.
Finally, the NJNG was selected by the DOD's State Partnership
Program (SPP) as the new state partner for the Republic of Cyprus.

DMAVA continues to adapt to and overcome tough terrain. Whether
supporting Afghan refugees or providing care to our state’s heroes,
our team recognizes that we will be judged, not simply by words on
paper, but by the results that we achieve during mission execution.
2023 will be a crucial year for our organization. We are determined
to succeed.

| cannot stress enough how grateful | am to the Governor, the First
Lady, and the men and women who serve in and for this
Department for their continued support as we navigate the complex
challenges that are sure to come in the New Year. In 2023 DMAVA
will double down on our focus areas...people, readiness,
modernization, and reform allowing us to deliver services that are
mobile, adaptable, and relevant to all New Jersey Veterans, National
Guardsmen and their families.


https://nj.gov/military/outreach/newsletters/20221228.html

Thanks for reading. We look forward to
continuing the conversation.

We encourage you to share ideas,
events and feedback. Please email our
team at outreach@dmava.nj.gov.

Brigadier General Lisa J. Hou, D.O.
The Adjutant General & Commissioner
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DMAVA & Community Calendar

We add new events to our calendar on a daily basis
so please bookmark and check back often.

Vineland Residents Celebrate Holidays

Residents of the New Jersey Veterans Memorial Home at Vineland,
New Jersey, receive gifts during the Second Winds Dreams event
December 21, 2022. This is the 12th year that the Second Wind
Dreams Organization and the Vineland Boscov's department store
have treated the Home's residents to an early Christmas.

Each year, residents write what gift they want on a tag, which is
then hung on a Christmas tree in Boscov's. Shoppers and
employees chose a tag and purchase the gift, which is wrapped and
delivered to the home where Vineland staff members distribute the
gifts to the residents. Additionally, the Harrah's Foundation
supports the Second Wind Dreams program for the Home.
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Talk to us

YOU ANSWERED

THE CALLOF DUTY,
WE'RE HERE TO
ANSWER THE CALL
FOR YOU.

838-7654. We are always available 24/7 by phone

NJ Veterans' Benefits Hotline
888-865-8387


https://dmava.org/events
https://www.flickr.com/photos/njdmava/albums/72177720304631056
https://www.njvet2vet.com/

vbb@dmava.nj.gov

State Partnership Program
Charalambos Petrides, Minister of Defence for the Republic of

Cyprus, welcomed a delegation from the New Jersey National
Guard on December 14, 2022.

The visit was to discuss the forthcoming cooperation in the
framework of the State Partnership Program.

Outstanding NCO Award

Sergeant First Class Mackenzee Wareham received the Sergeant
Major Harry Arbeitman Outstanding NCO Award - Army. The award
was presented by the Adjutant General, Brigadier General Lisa Hou.

SFC Wareham is a Recruiting & Retention NCO for the New Jersey
Army National Guard.

Congratulations, SFC Wareham.



mailto:vbb@dmava.nj.gov
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/OutreachSchedule.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/guard/joint-staff/spp/

"Jersey Devil" Profile

Senior Airman April Clifton works at the 177th Fighter Wing as an
Individual Protective Equipment manager, assigned to the 177th
Logistics Readiness Squadron, and has been in the unit for almost
four years.

Clifton manages storage and issue operations for the 177th LRS to
include inventory functions, property identification, shelf-life,
functional check and electro-static discharge assets. She also
manages individual protective equipment inventory and verification,
ensuring warehouse accuracy and reutilization of limited space and
increased capacity. Additionally, Clifton provides mission readiness
support for the 177th FW, aiding in local, stateside and worldwide
Air Force deployments.

Clifton volunteers in disaster recovery with local and state officials,
and also works with local restaurants and diners for the Toys for
Tots collection drive, leading and directing collection sites and
helping local families enjoy the holidays. Clifton also spearheaded
and aided during the New Jersey Covid Lockdowns.

Some words of wisdom she shares, “Failure is an option. Because
you need to fail to grow. Each failure makes success that much
closer.”

An achievement that Clifton is proud of is recently purchasing her
own home. Additionally, she is proud to have the opportunity to go
to Airman Leadership School to advance her leadership skills and
knowledge, to continue to provide the Air Force with quality
stewardship and progress further in rank.

Nice work, Airman!

Join Our Team

100% Free College Tuition
Bonuses up to $20,000
Student Loan Repayment

NEW JERSEY



https://njarmyguard.com/
https://www.njang.ang.af.mil/Contact-Us/Contact-a-Recruiter/
https://www.177fw.ang.af.mil/

Holidays
The hard-working staff at the BG William C. Doyle Veterans
Memorial Cemetery participated in a holiday gathering.

Winter Wonderland

New Jersey National Guard Family Programs Office hosted their

second annual Winter Wonderland holiday celebration at the Joint
Military and Family Assistance Center in Bordentown, New Jersey,
December 16, 2022. Kids of all ages wore their pajamas to watch
"The Polar Express" and enjoy games, hot cocoa, and snacks.
Ticket holders received a full stocking and gifts, no matter how
naughty they may have been. Special appearances were made by
the train conductor, Santa, and somehow even Mr. Grinch, too.
View Images

Watch Video


https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/cemetery/
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NEW JERSEY
YOUTH CHALLENGE AC
DREAM. BELIEVE.

YOUTH
CHALLENGE
ACADEMY

Now accepting applications
for Class 55 - January 23, 2023!

APPLY |
NOW! |

For More Information:
%7 njyca.org/admissions

@ rpm@dmava.nj.gov

@ (800) 9975587

Veterans Honored During Medal Ceremony at Camden
County Boathouse

On December 13, 2022, Veterans and their families joined the
Camden County Board of Commissioners and Partners, Jefferson
Health, Samaritan, Samost Jewish Family and Children's Services &
Jewish War Veterans for a medal ceremony, where 17 Veterans
were honored with Camden County Military Service Medals.
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NJ Public History Sites - We Want To Hear From You!
What educational programs, resources, and other opportunities do
you offer at your public history site? New Jersey teachers want to
know!

The NJ Public History Sites Survey was designed in response to a
request from New Jersey teachers for an updated resource guide of
educational opportunities (field-trips, classroom programs, virtual,
etc.) available at public history sites in New Jersey, and particularly
in their communities. This project is a collaboration of the New
Jersey Historical Commission, a division of the NJ Dept. of State,
NJ National History Day, and RevolutionNJ.

Your responses will be gathered into the NJ Educational
Opportunities Resource Guide (available in spring 2023) for New
Jersey teachers to connect with the historic sites in their


https://njyca.org/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/camdencounty/albums/72177720304429237
https://nj.gov/state/historical/index.shtml
https://www.nhd.org/affiliate/new-jersey
https://www.revnj.org/

communities! This is a wonderful way to let us know about some of
the virtual programming that you may have incorporated at your site
during the pandemic. Or, to let teachers know your site is open to
welcome them back for field trips. We have EXTENDED the deadline
to January 31, 2023.

To ensure your organization is on the NJ Educational Opportunities
Resource Guide please reply by Tuesday, January 31, 2023.

Fill out the survey today at: https://form.jotform.com/22293481772
6060.

Burlington County
Supports & Recognizes
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Burlington County Gold Star IDs

The Burlington County Clerk’s Office is now issuing Gold Star Family
identification cards to the spouses, domestic partners, civil union
partners and children of military members who died while serving
on active duty with the U.S. Armed Forces.

Learn More

NEEDED: Volunteer Veteran Mentors!

The Cape May County Prosecutors Office operates a Veterans Diversion Program (VDP)
which offers Veterans charged with crimes an alternative to trial and sentencing. The
program offers Veterans and for mental health, substance abuse and
other issues which may have contributed to their arrest and criminal charges.

Instead of Incarceration, the program helps Veterans with:

Treatment and Rehabilitation

C ity services and
Veterans Affairs counseling and benefits
Mentoring support & coaching

VETERAN MENTORS are a vital part of the program, offering a frontline source of
uidance and suppert for the participants...and MORE are needed in our community!

LEND A FELLOW VET A
HELPING HAND?

PLEASE CONTACT:

David L. Shutter
SPC-4, US ARMY — LCDR, USNR
VFW-386, Cape May, NJ

Veteran Diversion Pragram Coordinator
Cape May County Prosecutors Office

dshutter@cmepros.net
609-465-1135



https://form.jotform.com/222934817726060
https://www.co.burlington.nj.us/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=1947
https://www.cmcpros.net/resource-page/26

OFFICE OF THE PROSECUTOR
County of Atlantic

WILLIAM E. REYNOLDS
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FAMILY MEMBERS and SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS

The Atantic County Prosecutor’s Office Veterans Diversion
Program s available to certain veterans of the armed services who have
pending non-violent criminal charges in Superior Court.

ACPO is seeking veterans willing to serve as VOLUNTEER
MENTORS to become trained by the New Jersey Department of Military
and Veterans Affairs in working with fellow veterans through the diversion
process.

For more information, please contact Detective Chris Southard at
southard_c@acpo.org / (609) 209-7965, Detective Hannah Piatt at
piatt_h{@acpo.org/609-909-7839, or Fxecutive Assistant Prosecutor Rick
McKelvey at mekelvey_r@acpo.org / (609) 909-7722.

Defendants whe have served and are currently pending criminal
charges in Superior Court should consult with their attorney or visit

NJ State Agencies

Vote For Valor

Career Connections for Veterans

» Tax Resources for Military/Veterans

Educator Certification for Military Spouses and Veterans

« NJ National Guard Hunting / Fishing Licenses

NJ Special Hawker and Peddlers License

Veterans Designation for Drivers License

Military CDL Skills Waiver Program

Disabled Veteran / Purple Heart Recipient Placards

Disabled Veteran Hunting and Fishing Licenses

Veteran and Disabled Veteran-Owned Business

Division of Consumer Affairs Military Outreach & Support

Professional & Occupational Licenses for Veterans and Spouses

Military and Overseas Voting

AR K,

THE NEW JERSEY'’S GOVERNOR
*

*
COMMUNITY, EMPLOYER,
ACADEMIA AWARDS

FEDERAL PARTNERS
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Suicide Prevention

Dr. Vince Kane, Wilmington VA Director, is pictured presenting
opening remarks on VA suicide prevention efforts at the Wilmington
VA Suicide Prevention Peer Team Kick Off Event in Somers Point on
December 14, 2022. The event focused on prevention strategies in
Atlantic and Cape May Counties.

Acting Deputy Commissioner for Veterans Affairs, COL (Ret) Walter
R. Nall, attended the event along with members of the DMAVA
Veterans Service Office.

The email address for the VA Prevention Team is wimspcpeerprogr
am@va.gov. Matt Jacobs at matthew.jacobs5@va.gov is
Prevention Team program coordinator. Pat Carney at patrick.carney
@va.gov is Peer Leader for the program.

U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs

Schedule Your PACT Act Event

If your Veterans Service Office, university/college or community
organization would like to host the VA New Jersey Health Care
System (VANJHCS), they will bring the information, screeners and
staff to you and your Veterans. Contact them at VANJHCSCommsT
eam@va.gov to schedule your PACT Act event.

IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENT!

e~

Women Veteran Trailblazers

VA's Center for Women Veterans (CWV) is seeking nominees for the
2023 Women Veteran Trailblazers “Women Making the Difference”
Initiative. The initiative defines a “Woman Veteran Trailblazer” as a
woman who has served and separated from military service and
makes an impact by enhancing the lives of other Veterans, Veteran
families or Veteran caregivers.

The deadline for nomination packages is January 13, 2023, and
selection will be announced during Women'’s History Month, March
2023. The nominees will undergo a selection process that may
include an interview.


mailto:wimspcpeerprogram@va.gov
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1-800-MyVA411

The VA merged the White House Hotline with the department’s toll-
free information line, 1-800-MyVA411 (1-800-698-2411), on
November 3, 2022, providing Veterans with a single access point
for VA health care, benefits, and services, and for resolving their
concerns.

The White House Hotline launched in 2017 to give Veterans and
their families a direct line to report VA complaints. In 2020, the VA
announced plans to establish 1-800-MyVA411 as the lone access
point to all VA contact centers. MyVA411 launched later that year
and has remained VA's main call center for incoming calls,
significantly outpacing hotline calls since its launch.

The White House hotline was staffed 24 hours a day, 365 days a
year, by live agents. Callers to 1-800-MyVA411 also can connect
with a live agent at any time, any day, by pressing “9.”

#the

ITREP

Camp Lejeune Lawsuit, Disability & Health Care

In this episode of theSITREP, the host discusses the water
contamination issue at Camp Lejeune and MCAS New River for
Veterans and their families. Those who were stationed at these
locations between August 1953 to December 1987, for at least 30
days, may qualify for VA health care, VA disability, or to file a
lawsuit. To watch the short video please go to #theSITREP.

GOLD STAR

svereran ~ AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL

The National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands Pass

Denali NP&P
- lacob W. Frank

New National Parks Pass

A new lifetime pass for National Parks and Federal Recreation
Lands, called America the Beautiful.


https://youtu.be/_1Ac1N-pxyU

This new lifetime pass for Gold Star Families & Veterans is being
offered to demonstrate the country's immense gratitude and
respect for those who have served and defended our country.

The Interagency Military Pass has been part of the America the
Beautiful — The National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands
Pass Series since 2012. On December 27, 2021, President Biden
signed into law S. 1605 “The National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2022" (NDAA). Section 641 of the NDAA makes Gold
Star families and Veterans eligible for lifetime passes to federal
recreational lands.

Learn More at VA News

WVALife

Veterans Affairs Life Insurance

WASHINGTON — On Jan. 1, 2023, the Department of Veterans
Affairs will open enrollment for Veterans Affairs Life Insurance —
the first new VA life insurance program for Veterans in more than
50 years — extending VALife access to millions of Veterans.

VALife will provide up to $40,000 of whole life insurance for all
Veterans, age 80 or under, with service-connected disabilities rated
from 0-100%. Acceptance in the program is guaranteed, and no
medical underwriting is required.

Read Full Press Release
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855-829-6636

WE ARE OPEN

Weekdays: Saturday:
8:00 am-10:00 pm ET 8.00 am-6:30 pm ET

Featured Links

Download VA Benefit Letters

« Podcasts on Veterans' Issues

¢ VA and FCC make it easier for Veterans to get internet access

13 places that offer free wills or trusts for Veterans

Fast facts about new toxic exposure screening for Veterans

Simplifying the Post-9/11 G.1. Bill application process

Free legal services for Veterans, service members
o VA Health and Benefits Mobile App - six essential facts

+ Women Veterans Call Center

Preserve Your Loved Ones Story with Veterans Legacy Memorial
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« Million Veteran Program

#VetResources

Subscribe to #VetResources to receive a weekly
newsletter from the VA for Veterans, their
families, caregivers, and survivors.

Rutgers Army ROTC

On December 8, 2022, the Rutgers Army ROTC Scarlet Knight
Battalion celebrated its 2022 Winter Dining Out. The guest speaker
was Major General (retired) Jemal J. Beale, formerly the Adjutant
General of the New Jersey National Guard.

View Facebook Post

Wreaths Across America

Wreaths Across America held a ceremony at the New Jersey
Vietnam Veterans Memorial, Holmdel, New Jersey, to honor the
1,562 New Jersey men and one woman who gave their lives while
serving in Southeast Asia, December 14, 2022.

The Wreaths Across America convoy stopped at the Memorial
during its annual trip to Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia.
During the ceremony, wreaths were presented to Gold Star family
members. In addition, wreaths were placed at the base of each of
the memorials’ 366 eight-foot-tall black granite panels - each
representing a day of the year — with New Jersey’s casualties
named on the day they made the ultimate sacrifice.

View Images
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Wreaths Across America

More than 300 people, including 70 New Jersey Civil Air Patrol
Cadets, area Junior ROTC cadets; along with Boy and Girl Scouts,
placed 3,000 wreaths on gravestones at the Brigadier General Willia
m C. Doyle Veterans Memorial Cemetery at Wrightstown, New
Jersey, December 17, 2022.

The wreath laying was part of the nationwide Wreaths Across
America Day ceremony. Civil Air Patrol cadets from the Maj.
Thomas B. McGuire Jr. Composite Squadron, Twin Pine Composite
Squadron, Pinelands Composite Squadron, Allentown Composite
Squadron, and the Jimmy Stewart Composite Squadron
participated in the ceremony.

View Images

Thank You!

Murray-Troutt American Legion Post 262 SAL and ALA Juniors
mailed out 166 Christmas Cards to local Veterans and packaged
150 treat bags for Veterans Haven South and the Anthony J. Dixon
Vets and Friends Center.

Thank You!

Legionnaires came out on Christmas Day to share a meal and
celebrate the holiday with the residents at Veterans Haven South.


https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/cemetery/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/njdmava/albums/72177720304519695
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/vetshavensouth/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/vetshavensouth/

\WFW

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.

VFW PACT Act Website

The VFW has launched its new PACT Act website! Check
out pactactinfo.org to quickly determine whether you may be
eligible for PACT Act benefits and compensation.

SERVICES INCLUDE:

= Veterans Emergency and At-Risk
Housing
* Addiction Detox and Treatment
ental Health/Medical Services
edicaid (Hospital (Prescription Drugs)
* Case Management of Comprehensive
Veterans' Services &
* SNAP (food stamps)iGeneral Assistance :-|< i
= ID/Driver's License/DD214 Applications |
* BusTickets/Iransportation
* Housing Referrals
« Employment Training and Placement
* Work with Allied Veterans to A
coordinate New Jersey and VA benefits ‘
# NJRC refers Veterans to VA Medical
Centers and Behavioral Health Clinics
= MJRC partners with National
Veterans Legal Services Program
= MNJRC helps Veterans with upgrades of
less than honorable discharge status
and other legal needs

“OUR YETERANS HAYE SERVED THE NATION,
LET US NOW SERVE OUR VETERANS" - NJRC

For more information, please contact
Sharon McGreevey
201.252.7641

WE'RE ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS °g°

If you are a veteran or a first
responder suffering from
PTSD and in need of an
emotional support dog,
please apply today or contact
us for more information



https://pactactinfo.org/
https://www.njreentry.org/
https://operationk9beethoven.com/application

All donations will be given to the Residents of Paramus, and
Menlo Park Veterans Homes. Please help us spread cheer to our
HEROS this Holiday Season!

Operation
501(c)

* Shampoo * Sweatshirts

* Conditioner * Sweatpants

* Bodywash (men and women) e« Socks/Diabetic Socks

* Deodorant (men and women) * Athletic Shorts

* Shower shoes * Undershirts/Tanktops
Femine Hygiene products * Underwear
Hairbrushes = Cardigans (lightweight)
Electric Razors (3 blades) = Women's short sleeve blouses
Batteries (AAA, AA, and C) » Toothpaste/Toothbrushes
Headphones * Floss

American Legion Post 262
MILITARY FAMILY

JAN 1 - FEB 28

More info: harrold021@icloud.com

DONATIONS NEEDED

Any type of canned vegetable, cake mixes, frosting,

A7 = brownie mixes, peanuf nuner.jemf;, marshmallow
=, fluff, soup, crackers, canned tuna fish, mayonnaise,
. h = cereal, oarmeal and juice.

Nonperishable food items are
collected for Active Duty
Families at Joint Base
McGuire/Dix/Lakehurst, for
the Woodbury Armory and

the Gherry Hill Armory.



https://www.facebook.com/operationk9beethoven/posts/678638047231705
https://www.facebook.com/operationk9beethoven/posts/678638047231705

HASBROUCK HEIGHTS GREEN TEAM & CONTEMPORARY CLUB

COAT+DRIVE

MEN'S AND WOMEN'S COATS FOR OUR VETERANS
CLEAN AND IN GOOD CONDITION

;’lﬂsﬂ collecting: TOOTHBRUSHES, TOOTHPASTE, SHAMPOD,
CONDITIONER, SOAP, FEMININE PRODUCTS, DEODERANT,
NEW SOCKS, NEW UNDERSHIRTS & NEW UNDERWEAR

NO HATS, SCARVES, MOUTHWASH, RAZORS OR HAND SANITIZER

JANUARY 12, 2023

HASBROUCK HEIGHTS SENIOR CENTER
320 BOULEVARD, HAS. HTS
4:30PM - 7:30PM

VETERAN AND ACTIVE SERVICE MEMBER FAMILIES:

MILITARY FAMILY
NIGHTS PROGRAM

Have fun bringing your family closer together
Receive family support
Connect with other military families & services in the community
Acquire new ideas for daily living

TUESDAY'S 5:30-7:30 PM
@ VALLEY ROAD SCHOOL IN STANHOPE, NJ

W 4
/

THIS FREE PROGRAM INCLUDES

FAMILY DINNER, BREAKOUT SESSIONS, = N

8]
FAMILY ACTIVITIES AND A $$ INCENTIVE! ~

Call Laura or a enterferprevention.org


https://www.facebook.com/operationk9beethoven/posts/678638047231705

NEVERFORGOTTEN

[Metuchen Gunner
Said Missing on
Schweinfurt Raid |

8/8gt, Michasl Uhrin, san of Mr.
and Mrs. John I Urin of 335 Cen-

On Wednesday morning st nine
reported missing, in a notification by e 2 o'clock 4 Belemn Mess of Requiem
the War Department. ok | was offered for Stall Sergeant Mi-

¢hael Uhrin who was killed fp me-

Airman Accounted For From World War Il (Uhrin, M.)
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency | December 13, 2022

WASHINGTON - The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency
(DPAA) announced today that Army Air Forces Staff Sgt. Michael
Uhrin, 21, of Metuchen, New Jersey, killed during World War I, was
accounted for May 12, 2022.

In October 1943, Uhrin was assigned to 369th Bombardment
Squadron, 306th Bombardment Group, 40th Combat Wing, 8th Air
Force in the European Theater. On Oct. 14, the B-17F Flying Fortress
bomber on which he was serving as the radio operator was flying a
mission to Schweinfurt, Germany, when it was shot down by enemy
fighters near Rommelhausen and Langenbergheim, Hessen,
Germany. Uhrin's bomber was one of 60 aircraft to be lost during
the mission. The surviving B-17 crew members said Uhrin was
killed before the plane crashed, and none witnessed him bail out.
His death was confirmed shortly after the crash, but there is no
record of his burial location.

Read Full News Release

January 1, 2005 January 3, 2008
Operation Iragi Freedom Operation Iraqgi Freedom
LCpl Brian P. Parrello CPT Thomas J. Casey

U.S. Marine Corps U.S. Army

West Milford, New Jersey Cape May Point, New Jersey


https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/3040157/airman-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-uhrin-m/

January 2, 2004 January 12,2011

Operation Iragi Freedom Operation Enduring Freedom
SPC Marc S. Seiden SPC Benjamin Moore
U.S. Army U.S. Army
Brigantine, New Jersey Robbinsville, New Jersey

"But on the battlefield their feet stood fast, and in an
instant at the height of their fortune, they passed away
from the scene, not of their fear, but of their glory.”
~ Pericles

NJ Fallen Heroes Memorial

VETERANS' ORAL HISTORIES

Walter Alvarado William Bocchino
Enduring Freedom WWII Era / Korean War

Veterans History Project]

HISTORY

T

102nd Cavalry Officers at Fort Jackson in 1941

December 29, 1812 January 3, 1777

The frigate USS Constitution, General George Washington
under the command of Princeton- defeated the British force at


https://njmilitiamuseum.org/walter-alvarado
https://njmilitiamuseum.org/william-bocchino
https://nj.gov/fallenheroesmemorial/
https://njmilitiamuseum.org/oralhistory

born naval officer Commodore
William Bainbridge, decisively
defeated HMS Java off the coast
of Brazil. Although Bainbridge was
wounded twice himself, the fight
demonstrated his men’s superior
training and marksmanship with
both artillery and small arms.

December 30, 1776

General George Washington
returned to Trenton from
Pennsylvania and prepared to fight
a British force advancing from
Princeton.

December 31, 1863

Lieutenant Colonel Robert C.
Buchanan, the federal
government'’s Acting Assistant
Provost Marshal General for New
Jersey under the Enrollment Act of
1863, ordered recruiting officers to
enlist “all suitable colored men
who may offer themselves for
enlistment.” By the end of the Civil
War, 2,902 New Jersey African-
Americans had served in United
States Colored Troops units and
another 362 in the United States
Navy.

January 1, 1781

The Pennsylvania Line regiments
of the Continental Army,
encamped for the winter at Jockey
Hollow near Morristown, mutinied
over a lack of supplies, length of
service time and pay issues.

January 2, 1777

Following the Second Battle of
Trenton along Assunpink Creek,
which resulted in a stalemate,
General George Washington
disengaged his army from contact
with the British and slipped away
during the night, headed for
Princeton.

Princeton and quickly moved on to
Morristown, where he established a
winter camp and rebuilt his army.

January 5, 1861

John McGowan of Elizabeth, a
former Revenue Marine (Coast
Guard) officer who established
lifesaving stations along the New
Jersey coast, sailed the unarmed
ship Star of the West into
Charleston Harbor on a mission to
resupply Fort Sumter. When his
vessel was hit by two rounds from a
shore battery, McGowan withdrew.
Some count these as the actual first
shots of the Civil War.

January 6, 1777

General William Howe ordered
Elizabethtown abandoned by British
troops due to constant harassment
by the New Jersey militia as the
forage war heated up.

January 6, 1941

The 102nd Cavalry of the New
Jersey National Guard was called to
active duty and assigned to Fort
Jackson, South Carolina, for
training. The 102nd went on to
participate in the Normandy
Invasion, landing on D-Day plus two
under the command of iconic New
Jersey soldier Colonel Donald
McGowan, and had the honor of
being the first United States unit to
enter Paris in August 1944.

January 12, 1977

Continental Army General Hugh
Mercer died of the bayonet wounds
he had received at the battle of
Princeton. Mercer County was
subsequently named in his honor.

RevolutionNJ

1776 » 2026

RevolutionNJ's New Website

ENGAGE THE PAST. SHAPE THE FUTURE.

The RevolutionNJ website is now active! It launched on November
30th and will continue to add information and photos over time. The
website will be the location for all things related to RevolutionNJ
around the state. Check out the new website!


https://www.revnj.org/

Volunteers Needed
For RevolutionNJ!

We need
help with:

« Historical Interpretation

« Archiving

« Record Keeping

» Guest Relations

« Gardening

» Education

* Research
JOIN US!
BE A PART OF A ONCE-IN-A-
GENERATION COMMEMORATION FOR
THE 250TH FOUNDING OF AMERICA

®o08-783-7836

MORE INFORMATION

AND METERANG A
WILLIAM €. DOYLE
‘I CEMETERY
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Doyle Cemetery

On May 30, 1986, Governor Thomas H. Kean dedicated New
Jersey's first state-operated Veterans' cemetery as "a lasting
memorial to those men and women who put their lives on the line
to defend our country's honor and freedom."

Located in Wrightstown, NJ, the cemetery was named for the
principal guiding force behind its development, U.S. Army Brigadier
General William C. Doyle.

The cemetery, which is managed by the New Jersey Department of

Military and Veterans Affairs, covers 225 acres and was designed
to accommodate 171,000 Veterans and their family members.
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=0cN2UAI4n0uzauCkG9ZCpxF9yj2yYdJPowRppIGXDHNUQ0oyM1hRNEQyWEFCN0JBWTBKTjBJSlZJWS4u
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/cemetery/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/cemetery/

Joe Arroyo and Brian Berkes

The BG William C. Doyle Veterans Memorial Cemetery celebrated
the retirements of two valued team members on December 15,
2022.

Joe Arroyo (top photo on right) a supervisor of facility repairs and
operations with over 10 quality years with DMAVA and Brian Berkes
(bottom photo on left) an automotive mechanic with over 34 years
of quality service with DMAVA.

Both of these employees were presented with a letter of
appreciation and coin from the Adjutant General by the Director of
Veterans Services, Patricia A. Richter and the Deputy Executive
Director of the BG William C. Doyle Veterans Memorial Cemetery,
Hobart Montee.

Veterans Service Offices


https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/cemetery/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/vso/
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https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/request-military-records/
https://www.nj.gov/military/support/family-programs/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/memorial-homes/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/awards/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/funeral-honors/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/cemetery/
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Military%20Veterans%20Families%20Resource%20Guide.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Veterans%20Benefits%20Guide.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/community/civic-engagement/guardlife/
https://www.va.gov/getstarted/
https://www.nj.gov/military/

We Are Hiring!

At the New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs we
take our work in support of Veterans, Servicemembers and their
families very seriously. Whether supporting our Veterans with
nursing care, transitional housing, or assisting them in navigating
access to their Veteran benefits, the Department provides valuable
services and can offer rewarding career opportunities to members
of the public.

We also have opportunities in facilities management and program
management. In addition, we have job openings for members of our

military to serve in AGR and Federal Technician roles.

Stay updated on job openings by subscribing to our Jobs Bulletin.

We hope you enjoy receiving our newsletter and find it both

educational and engaging. If you have questions about our

department, our programs or your benefits, please visit our
website at nj.gov/military to get contact information.

I

We welcome feedback and comments from the public regarding
the newsletter. If you would like to contribute with an item of
interest to our subscribers, please email us your
proposal. Contact the newsletter team at
outreach@dmava.nj.gov.

To view previous editions of our newsletter, please visit
the DMAVA archives.

Forward to a friend


https://dmava.org/
https://www.nj.gov/military/admin/vacancy/
https://dmava.org/events
https://dmava.org/events
https://www.nj.gov/military/contact-us/
https://www.nj.gov/military/contact-us/
mailto:outreach@dmava.nj.gov
https://www.nj.gov/military/history/archives/

nj.gov/military
NJ Department of Military & Veterans Affairs
101 Eggert Crossing Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
Privacy Notice

Disclaimer: The appearance of any non-DMAVA information or hyperlinks
does not constitute endorsement of the products or services on the part
of the New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs.
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