
PLACE AND
TrnE OF
HEETING

ATTENDANCE

HINUTES

Of The

ADVISORY PLANNING CONrHSSION

Septouber 24, 1958

Tho mcnbcrs of tho Advi.sory Pl.anrring Conmi.asfon met in the

conference rO'Jffi at 520 East Sto.te Street, Trenton, New Jersey. The

Chairman, Mr. Fred G. Stickel, III, c2.1led the meetinG to orde~ at

2:00 p.m.

The members present were:

Messrs.
Fred G. Stickel, III, Chai.rman
WillinI:1 A. Bloom
B. Budd Chavooslrian
Robert H. Fust
Willimn Holster
Denis W. rL:Q oney
Philip A. Iv!cLaw:;hlin
Edward B. Wilkons

TI10se absent were:

Nessrs.
Herbert H. Smith, Vice-Chairman
H. 'Ihomas Carr, Secretary
Louis Danzic;
Al exander FeinberG
Alfred H. Fletcher

The Chairman welcomed back the members at t i~is time, the first

RESIGNATION mee td.ng since the summer months of July and Au[ ~ust, and informed them
OF WILLIAN A.
SUTHERLflND ' of the resii'~nation ofW'illiam A. Sutherland from t his Commission, which

resiGnation teas recei\rod by the Ohai.rman , The Chairman read aloud the

letter of resir;nati::m submitted by IvIr. Sutherland and his reply thereto,

after uhich it was moved and sec onded th<'.t t hese letters be made part

of the minutes~ As so ardered, the c antents of the letters are as

follows:
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AMERICAN CY AN AMID

Bound Brook
New Jersey

Mr. Fred G. Stickel, III
571 Pompton ilVenue
Cedar Grove, New Jersey

DcCDI' Fred:

COHPANY

July 11, 1958

Reluctant as I am to take such action, circumstances,
business and other, dictate that I must resien from membership
on the LeeislD..tive Advisory Commission Cl.S the representative of
the Federation of Official PlanninG Boards. I hD..ve conte~plated

this action for more than six months, and have delayed as Long
as possible in the hope that a shift in emphasis would allow me
to continue servinG.

Permit me to say it has been an honor and a pri vilee;e to
have been associated with the Comnli ssi on membership--that I have
enjoyed and profited by tlleir informed discussi~ns on planning
matters, and could l..n.sh that my own contributi::ms have been in
scme measure helpful.

May your future deliberations and actions befbuitful 2nd
further the cause of eood plannine; in New Jersey.

Sincerely,

was:mb

cc. Mr. L. Carline;

( sic;ned) Bill Sutherland

William A. Sutherland
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July 11, 1958

Mr. William A. Sutherland
c/o Amer-i.can Cyanamid Company
Bound Bro~k, New Jersey

Dear Bill:

lim certainly disappointed to learn ~f your decisi~n to resign
as a member of the Leeislative Advi sor y Commission as the repre­
sentative of the Federati~n of Official Planning Boards.

I appreciate, however , that y~u have ser ved on this commission
at some expense as far as your time and personal efforts are con­
cerned. You hove contributed materially to the success of the
commission to date, and we ~nll sadly miss your sase advice and
comments. I sincerely hope that your successor will be as equally
competerrt as you , and that he will be appolrrted promptly. As you
kn~w, we need full re presentation ~n the commission to carry forth
our efforts.

Sincerely your s ,

Fred G. Stickel, III

S:h
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The Chainnan remarked that it nas assumed that lvIr. Sutherland

had written to the Governor in this respect and it is hoped that the

Governor will appoint SOTI~ one promptly, as it is the feeling of this

Co~~ission that such an important sr oup as the New Jersey Federation

of Official Pl.anni.ng Boards, which TrIas represented by }'ir. Sutherland,

lill1BERSHIP
REPLACE­
MENT

should h8ve full representation on this Commission in order to carry

forth its endeavors.

With regard to r eplacements, the ~lairman said that he

would talk to Hr. 'Ihompaon about the replacement of Nr. C. Rexford

Davis (deceased) who represented the State Federation of District

Boards of Education of New Jersey.

'!HONAS P. The Cl1ainnan infonned those present that he had received
COOK'S ARTICLE
QN 11J~STER a statement in the amount of :~93.30 f'r-om Colby and NcGo1rJan for the
PL.t~S ,.ND
SCHOOL r eprinting of articles on PlanninG by Thomas p. Cook, Deputy httorney
BQi1RDS

General, Counsel to the New Jersey Board of Education. The Chainnan

is to speak to Lssemblyman ~lfred N. Beadleston about the payment of

this bill.

The Chairman inquired of Nr. Robert H. Fust, representative

of the New Jersey State Lea~ue of Municipalities, of the reactions to

t hese articles, to lrJhich Hr. Fust replied that much favorable conunent

has been received concerrring this material; 4,000 copies have been

turned out and requests are continuing to come in.

~·JQ1K!l..ENTS The Chairman asked whethcr or not the members present had f'am-
TO P1:.NiIJING
LEGI SLi.TION iliarized themselves wi.th the Bills introduced to the Legislature (567
BILLS 567
THROUGH 574 throufh 574). He informed those present that no action will be taken

until the first of the year . U1e Chairman inquired of Mr. Fust if the New
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Jersey St at e Leacue of Municipalities would make note of these bills

in its next bulletin, requesting various officials and planning

boards to acquaint t.hemeeLves with this legislation. It was mentioned

at this time that t here wer e insufficient copies, and that a request

should be made to Assembl yman Hartin Kesselhaut to have copies printed

for distribution. It was suggested by Mr. Holster that copies be

made available to t hos e who will attend the forthcoming conference of

the LeaGue of Municipalities. Considering the ~10unt of copies needed

for distribution, both a t the Le~~uers conference and to members of

the Federation of Of f i ci al Planning Boards, it was decided that from

500 to 1,000 copies should be requested.

FILING OF Contents of the bills were discussed in part, at ~lich time
PLATS - NAJOR:
MINOR Hr. lijaloney ques t i oned the filin G of major plats 0 nly, s tat.i.ng that

it is the opini~n of many attorneys that minor subdivisions, as well

as major subdivisions should be filed with the county recording officer.

In this connection, lVIr. Baloney referred to A-573, p. 5, lines 61

through 66 and also r ead Section 40 :55-1.14, in part, concerning the

filing of plats. A di scuss i on and explanation followed whereby the

Chairman pointed out that a minor subdivision does not have to be filed,

r emarking that it could be filed if so desired, however, it is hot a

necessity. On the other hand, the Chairman stated that all major sub-

divisions must be filed. TI1e Chairman asked }rr. Maloney if he felt

there is a real problem concerning this matter which would bring

abou t need for clarification, statin~; that this Commission would com-

ply to a r equest for clarification. Mr. Mal oney stated that at the

present time he would drop the matter.
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IMPOSITION OF Mr. Holster inquired of the Chairman whether or n~t y~. Skillman,
FEES BY PLli.N-
NING BruJRDS Director of the Division of Local Government, Department of the Treasury,
RE DEDICL-
TION OF Li~D had sent out l etters to the municipalities, concerninG the payment of

fees to the municipalities by the subdividers, which was proposed in

the minutes of June 25. The Chairman informed those present that he

had received such a letter in draft f'orm from Hr. Skillman l'Ji th the re-

quest that he, the Chairman, r evi.ew the contents to see if they conformed

to the discussion at the June 25th meeting. The Chairman told those

present that he had reviewed the l etter in draft form and returned it

to Mr. Skillman. Mr. Holster informed the members present that he

believed Mr. Skillman had sent out a form of inquiry, asking the munic-

ipalities how much was collected by the muni ci pal i t i e s , to which the

Chairman replied that this was the first step, and he belie vsd that

after replies wer e received in this connection, it cnn be determined to

what extent t :le municipalities are practicing this procedure. Based

upon this survey, Mr. Skil~aan is to make some inquiries of the munic-

ipal accountants and then report his findings and express his views

about this procedure in a monthly letter issued to all municipalities,

et al., The survey being undertaken by the State Planning Bureau of all

subdivision ordinances in its files to deteruune fees, dedication of land

or fees in lieu thereof, uill be completed soon. It is to be noted that

~rr . Chavooshian has been informed by Mr. Skillman that about 250 replies

have been received to date.

COUNTY The Chairman brouf,ht up for discussion the County Planning
PLJJ\f.1UNG

ll.ct . Dr. Eduard B. Wilkens reported at this time t hat a meeting teas

held on Sept omber 22 preceding the 1'-1olliaouth County Planners Conference
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at which time the County Planni ng ~ct 'Jas drafted in its final

form. Dr. Hi l kens informed tho se pre sent that t here H[1.S some talk

of forwardine; this draft to th i s Commission in its pr esent form for

the Commission' s st udy, r evi.ew and r ecommendations. Quost d. ons arose

as to whet her those r ecommendations 3houl d be presented in Bill

form, tOW1ich Dr. Wilkens r eplied he bolieved so, in a preliminary

form in legislative lan~ua~e, set up in a Dewey Decimal System; also

the question of whethcr t ht s Commission or the County Planners Associ-

ation should introduce t his legislation. Much discussion f'o l.l.owed in

reference thereto, af te r which it was decided t ha t the r eview of the

Act, as it now reads, should be forwarded to this Commission for re-

view in order that the ~c t may bo discussed in full at the n~~t monthly

meetine; of this Commission. It Has also determined at this time that

the County Pl anni ng ~c t could not be made part of the Commission's

Ih.i.rd l.nnual Report in vim,) of the dead line, Hhich Has ••up;ust 31.

However, it was aeroed upon by the members present that this Com-

mission could approve tho ~ct with some chane; es if necessary, and

mention this in the 'll1ird Annual Report. It was sueeested at this time

that the County Plannine Lct sh ould be prepared in Bill form with no-

tation on tho Bill that the ;.dvis or y Pl.anrring Commission had approved i t~

Mr . Holster raised a question as to what, the philosophy was

behind that portion of t he Planning Lct w1ich eliminated Class II official

from a board of l ess than seven members. This question Has asked because

Hr. Holster felt that a municipal enp,i neer was a valuable as set to a plan-

nine board and tl1at the only classification he could fill would be a

Class II membership, whi ch class Has el i mi nat ed in a five-man board.

The Chairman explained that the basic philosophy of memborship on a
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planning board was to gi ve the balance of p~wer ~n a plannins board

t.o citizens of the community rather t.han to public officials Hho could be

influenced by the appointin~ authority, and in order to carry out that

philosophy where a board was less than seven menbers if Class II member-

ship were not eliminated you would have three municipal officials and

only two citizens. The Chairman also indicated that the services of

the engineer could be obtmned by assigning him to participate, even

on a five-man board and oven though he had no right to vote.

The Chairman stated that there is not too much to be mentioned

in the Third ~nnual Report u~on which this COnIDlission could hold PUblic

Hearings. He stated that although there have been long and continued

discussions on certain topics there is nothing on which Public Hearine;s

could be held. Hr. Holster remarked at t bis time the.t he believed it

woul.d b e a Eood idea to have Public Hearings on the bills introduced by

Assembl yman Kesselhaut (567-574) and include whatever recormnendations

come out of the PubLi,c Hearine;s in the Third il.nnual Repor-t, Nr. Ohevooshi.an

expre ssed his thought. that th e County Planning i.c t should be consf.dcred

for Public Hearing, to wh.ich the Chairman remarked there Has not enough

time. The Chairman al s o su e;~ested that, if Bills 567-574 were printed and

delivered to the Loap,ue of Municipalities' Conference then, perhaps, Pub-

lie Hearine;s could be held in December and that this should be announced

at the Leaguers Conference. 1,~th re~ard to Public Hearin gs on the County

Pl anni ne; l.c t , the Chairman s tat cd that the Commission shoul.d have time to

ge t the ~ct in final form and hold a Hearing in January or February. Mr.

Chav~oshian f elt that a PUblic Hearing should be held pri~r to compiling

the l~nual Report in or der to mmee it a part thereof. Mr. Chavo~shian

also stated that it was his understandine; that any bill that is to be sub-
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mitted t~ t he Legislatur e sho~Ld first be r oviewed by t his C~mmission

f or rec~mmendQti~n. The Chai rman, howevor, pointed out t o Mr .

Chavooshian that time doe s not permit t his, but it could be ment ioned

in t he next annual, r 8port t hat this Commission [las r eviewed the Act

in princi ple . !'Ir . Fust suggested t hat Assembl yman Kesscl!laut sh ould

set up a meeting and announ ce t he Publ i c Hearing f~r December. The

Chairman agreed t hat the Std e, County and Nuni cipal Government, Com-

mittee of the As sembl y be si vun an opp~rtunity to call f or a Public

Hec.r i ng, howe ver , i f t hey do not so dosire , tilon this Commission wi l l

pr oceed wi th it.

I~ GUIDE FOR The Subdivision Guido was monti~ncd i n connccti~n with the
THE PREPiI.Rfl..-
TION OF }arNIC- wor di ne in Section VI, ~rticle 2. Mr . Th~mas E. Heathcote , Secretary­

ilL Li.ND SUB-
~ISION CON- Director of the Stc.t e Boar d of Pro fe ss i onal 2ngi neor s 2nd Land Surveyors,

TROL ORDI-
NANCESII in hi s l ettor t o t he Planning Bur cau , o f t he Depar t ment of Conservation

and Ec ononi,c Deval.opment , desi ro s t o be enl i ght ened on certain pha ses

~f the Guide. It appccr-s that t hero might bo D. c onf'Li.c't in the Guide

2-nd t he Land Surveyor ' s ~ct . ~fter reviewing the w~rding in the Guide

(Socti~n VI, ~rticle 2 ) it was felt t hat the wo rdi ng sh~uld be changed

for botter cl arif ication. I'Ir . Cha voos htan is t.o discuss t his matter

Hith the staff of the Planning Bureau.

REGIONl..L
PL:,NNING

Mr . Cha vooshi an r epor ted , at t he close of tho mee t i ng, that

the Planning Buroau is goi ng int~ r eGional planning wor k; the staff is

h~lding meetings on r egional planni ng with r egard t o some ki nd of basic

philosophy as to what regi ~nal plannin g should be in New Jersey to

ass i s t the Ldvi sor y ~lanning C~mmissi~n in r evising the ReEi~nal Plan-

ni ng llct .
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The meeting a dj ~urned 2t 4:00 p.m. It was requestod that the

next meeting - and th~se hel d in the future - wi l l convene at 2:00 p. m.

In asmuch as the liller i can Institute of Planners is holding

its annual c~nference fr ~m Oct~bor 27 to October 30, it was deemed

necessary to advance the dat e of the APC meeting (which will bo de-

t ermined af t er polling tho member shi p ~f the Commissi~n) which would

or i ginal l y be held the l ast Wednesday of the Month - October 29.

Notice of the meeting will be fO~larded.
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