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Rev. M. B. Swmirs, Paterson, Protestant Episcopal.
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CORRESPONDING SECRETARY.
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J. V. D. Hoaeraxp, Millstone.
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THE EIGHTH ANNUAL CONVENTION

MET IN

[}

Trenton, Nov. 15th, in the Third Presbyterian Church.

Hon. James Bisuor, former President, called the Convention to
order by reading a portion of scripture. After singing, prayer was
offered by Rev. Mr. Chapin. .

The President elect, Mz. G. W. N. Cusrtis, took the chair, and
opened the meeting with appropriate remarks, urging the laborers in,
the Sabbath School cause to greater exertion in the work of saving
the destitute children of our State from sin, and fitting them for the
church and usefulness on earth. War having ceased, we should now
be preparing to reap a rich peacable harvest for our Lord and Master.
He called upon the members of this Convention to be careful of the
feelings of each other, that nothing be said to mar the interest or happi-
ness of any member, and thus we might hope for blessed results.

A committee to nominate officers for the coming year, was then
named as follows :—

Benjamin F. Griswold, Atlantic County.
Rev. Thos. Davis, Burlington Lt
Rev. G. R. Snyder, Camden <
Samuel R. Magonagle, Cape May

J. C. Bowen, Cumberland

Samuel W. Clark, Essex

N. V. Lane, Hudson

‘J. B. Hewart, Hunterdon

Rev. F. Hamlin, Mercer

Rev. Dr. Collier, Middlesex

H. H. Seabrook, Monmouth

Rev. Dr. Crane, Morris

Rev. J. M. Freeman, Passaic

B. F. Burt, Salem

J. V. D. Hoagland, Somerset

Rev. J. R. Keyser, Union

Rev. M. Sheeleigh, Warren v

Rev. Dr. Crane was, on motion, appointed Chairman of the
Committee. 5

~
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The Treasurer, J. V. D. Hoagland, then presented the following
report, which was on motion, referred to an Auditing Committee,
consisting of Rev. F. R. Brace, Nahum Stiger, and A. J. Dumont.

J. V. D. Hoagland, in account with New Jersey Sunday School Association, Dr.

To cash recewed from Cone=p0ndmg %crctmy of Atlantic Count) A $10 00

Bergen 20 00

3 e ¥ N Camden « 20 00

Il “ “ i Cumberland 28 00

ot @ @ i Hunterdon « 10 00

@ &« e « Hudson §e 20 00

« “ i« 3\ Mercer e TN 20 00

s 1] i & Middlesex < 30 00

« L ¥ o Monmoth « 10 00

& R % & Morris o 13 16

ke vy 3¢ Passaic 5 20 00

£ £ & W Somerset ¢ 25 00

3 3 5 & Salem & 11 00

% it X N Union &4 25 06

¢ i v e Warren & 50
$276 65

o Collection at New Brunswick, - - - - - - - 81 39

i from private donations, - - - - - - - - - 105 00
— 186 39
463 04
To Balance due Treasurer, - 7207
CONTR 835 11

By ( ash, due Treasurer, at last Annual Conv enlmu, - - - - $96 47

“paid for 8. S. Times, (omitted in last report ) - - - 85 00

“ paid Rev. C. D. Foss, expenses; - - . - 2 00

K paid J. C. Garrigues & Co. (S. S. Tlmos ) - - - - 110 00

4 paid F. 8. Starbuck, - - - S ihviner L2k Sinca 216 50

by paid 8. W. Clark, btationery, - - - - - - 25 14
—$535 11

Examined in S. 8. Convention at Trenton, November 15th, 1856, and found correct.
F. R. BRACE,

A. J. DUMONT, }Auditi\ng Committee.
NAHUM STIGER,

Reports were then listened to from the County Secretaries of
Atlantic, Burlington, Cape May, Cumberland, Essex, Gloucester,
Hudson, Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, Passaie, Salem, and Warren
(Counties.

On motion of S. W. Clark, Messrs. W. H. Woodruff and Peter A.
Voorhees were added to the Business Committee.

The session closed, with the benediction pronounced byRev.Mr.Brace
WEDNESDAY EVENING.

The Convention assembled at 74 o’clock, the President in the chair,
and was addressed by Rev. H. C. Fish, D.D., Rev. John Paul Cook,
of Paris, and Gen. Hite, of Kentucky. Gen. Hite’s patriotic and stir-
ring address called forth the applause of nearly the whole audiance.

Dr Fish offered the following :

“ Resolved, That this Convention express pleamrc in having heard
from Rev. Mr. Cook about France ; and tb,at we extend to the Sunday
Schools in France our cordial SyIﬂpa.'thleS

The resolution was adopted by a rising vote.

Adjourned with benediction by Rev. Mr. Miller, of Trenton,
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THURSDAY MORNING.
Met at 8 o’clock, .M. An hour was spent in prayer, singing, and

exhortation. The Convention was then called to order for business -
after prayer by the President, the minutes of last meeting were read
and approved.

Reports were then listened to from Hunterdon, Somerset, Union,
and more extended remarks from Atlantic Counties. A partial re-
port was présented from Ocean County by Rev. Mr. Frazee.

Rev. Dr. Crane here offered the following :

‘‘Resolved, That the Convention allow five minutes for the report
of each County Secretary : thirty minutes for each essay appointed
to be read before the Convention, and ten minutes for each speaker
in debate.”

Amended so as to allow the President full time to read the essay,
carried.

The Report of Corresponding Secretary was then read ; (this report
will be found in its appropriate place, among the Reports.) The Re-
port was accepted and unanimously adopted.

Half an hour was then occupied by R. G. Pardee in discussing the
*Opening of Sabbath Schools.” The following question was then
opened for discussion; ““ How shall the end of Sabbath School efforts
be most directly attained ?” After debate of an hour, the ‘Conven-

tion was dismissed by the benediction.
THURSDAY AFTERNOON.

Vice-President Peter A. Voorhees was called to the chair. = After

prayer and singing, an essay was read by the President on  The
design of Sabbath Schools.” R. . Pardee was then requested to
address the Convention on ““ object teaching.”

Rev. Dr. Crane addressed the Convention on * the object aimed at
by the Sabbath School.” Addresses by Rev. J. Paul Cook, of Paris,
‘“on what France was doing in this Sabbath School work.”

' Mr. Williamson of Somerset County, offered the following :

“Resolved, That Pastors be requested to preach more frequently to
their respective congregations, urging upon parents the duty of more
fait};ful religious instruction of their children.”

Remarks by Mr. Seabrook, addresses by R. G. Pardee, of New York,
Prof. A. Tacchella of Milan, Italy, and Rev. Frederick Hicks, Mission-
ary from New Granada, South America.

The following resolution was then offered by Rev. Mr. Appleton :

“Resolved, That this (lonvention express its heartfelt sympathy
with Prof. Tacchella, of Italy, and Rev. I. Hicks, of South America,
and beg these bretheren to express this sympathy to those whose
Interests they have brought before us.

Adjoined after henediction by Rev. Dr. Crane,
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THURSDAY EVENING.

The meeting was called to order by the President, when the choir
sung an anthem. After which Dr. Collier addressed the audience on
s the theory of the Sabbath Sehool, and its demands upon the Church.”
This was followed by an address from Rev. A. W. Seward, both of
which were admirably adapted to the occasion. The exercises closed
with singing, and henediction by Dr. Seward.

FRIDAY MORNING.

Devotional exercises for one hour. Convention called to order by
the Presidenﬂ minutes read and approved.

Yev. F. A. Fernly, Rev. G. W. Lybrand, Thos. Perrens, and Prof.

W. G. Fischer, a delegation from the Sabbath School Convention of
the Philadelphia Conference of the M. E. Church, were presented
and invited to sit as corresponding members. Rev. Mr. Fernly
addressed the Convention in words congratulatory to all.

Rev. Mr. Sheeleigh offered the following :

« Resolved, That this Convention regard it as very evident, that
even the best informed Sabbath School teacher needs special prepar-
ation for each lesson undertaken to be taught, just as it is apparent
that every pastor, in order to the greatest efficiency, needs diligent
preparation for each public service.

< Resolved, That we hereby earnestly express our hope that the
teachers of the several Sabbath Schools in the State will determine
to hold weekly meetings, if they have not already done so, for the
purpose of securing from the pastors, superintendents, or other com-
petent persons, cuch instruction as shall afford direct aid in prepar-
ing for the work of teaching the lesson of each succeeding Sabbath.

«« Resolved, That it is recommended to all teachers to provide them-
selves with such books as are now prepared, and afforded at a small
cost, designed to afford valuable help to teachers: for instance, such
as Bible dictionaries ; such as briefly and pointedly comment on the
word of God; such as present the geography, history, manners and
customss, and other archaeological branches of sacred study ; such also
as throw light on the importance, and the best methods of teaching.

« Resolved, That, with the same end in view, we recommend all
teachers to furnish themselves with some teachers’ periodical, which
come laden with fresh and invaluable lessons on the various phases
of the Sabbath School cause, its necessities and operations, and pre-
senting in briefest form a thousand suggestions, stirring hints, rela-
ting to the practical features of one of the most hopeful agencies that
has been divinely raised up, in these latter days, within the Church
of our blessed Lord.” Adopted.

Hon. James Bishop offered the following preamble and resolution :

«Waereas, a leading object of this Convention is to bring under
Sabbath School influence every child in our State ; and

WHEREAS, it is seen by the various reports from County Secretaries,
that after- seven years of labor, there still exists in the destitute
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portions of our field of work a large number of children who have not
yetbeen brought within the reach of this hallowed influence ; therefore,

Resolved, That the Business (lommittee be hereby authorized to
employ a suitable person to labor during the coming year in such des-
titute portions of our territory, who shall make a special report of his
labors at the next meeting of this Convention.” 3

A spirited debate ensued for more than one hour, when the Feso-
lution was postponed for the present, to allow the committees an
opportunity to report.

Rev. Dr. Crane, chairman of Nominating Committee, reported a
list of officers of the Association for the ensuing year, which was
unanimously adopted, and, the gentlemen named in the report declared
elected. The list of officers will be found in its appropriate place.

Mr. G. T. Mulford being renominated as Recording Secretary,
positively declined to serve; Rev. E. W. Appleton was nominated
and unanimously elected.

S. ‘V.‘ Clark offered the following, which was adapted :

“ Resolved, That the Chair he requested to appoint a delegation of
five to represent this Convention in kindred associations, and to report
the results of their visits to the next Clonvention.”

Rev. R. L. Collier, Rev. David Cole, Rev. M. Sheeleigli, Samuel W.
Clark and G T. Mulford, were appointed such committee ; on motion,
the President, (. W. N. Custis, 08q., was added to the Committee.

The resolution offered by Mr. Bishop was then taken up and vigo-
rously discussed by Messrs. Harker, Lane, Davis, Frazee, Appleton,
Miller, Anderson, Seabrook, Custis, Hilliard, Ellison, Hope, Thomp-
son, Rodgers, and others. The resolution was postponed until next
session of the Convention.

The following, offered by Rev. Dr. Collier, was passed by arising
vote :

¢ Resolved, That this Convention hereby expresses its profound and
heartfelt gratitude to Almighty (fod for the restoration of peace and
unity throughout our beloved land, and algo for the destruction of
the cause of our national troubles.”

Votes of thanks were passed to officers and speakers, to the pastor,
trustees and choir of the Third Preshyterian Chuch, and to the citi-

zens of Trenton, after which the chair announced that the closing

hour had arrived, which had been set apart for devotional exercises.
Feeling addresses were uttered by the chairman, Rev. Professor (ole,
Rev. Dr. Seward, J. M. Freeman, Hon. John Hill, Rev. G. Henry Mil-
ler, Rev. James Le Fevre, and Henry B. Chapin. The session was
one of great tenderness, and altogether fitting the close of such a
gathering, in such a caiise. y

9
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FRIDAY AFTERNOON.

The children of the Sabbath Schools in Trenton met in threc of
the largest churches in the city, fand were addressed by Rev.
Messrs. Crane, Cook, Cole, Perrins, Collier, Canfield and Odell, and
Messrs. Van Arsdale and Mulford.

¢ GEO. T. MULFORD,

Recording Secretary.




AENNUAE: REPORY

OF THE

' CORRESPONDING SECRETARY.

Your Corresponding Secretary, in presenting this his Third Annual
Report to your Eighth Annual Convention, would desire renewedly
to return thanks to our blessed Lord for the precious results growing

~ out of Sabbath Schools, and for the increasing interest manifested in
~ this blessed work by our Christian community. “Our Association has,
from its inception, continued to increase in its influence and power
until the earnest prayers of its heartiest friends are beginning to be
answered, in seeing it§ arms of love stretched over the entire State.
We are enabled to present returns from 19 out of the 21 counties of
our State, most of them thorough, reliable and complete statistics of
‘the condition of the Sabbath School work. In fact, wherever we have
* an efficient county organization, we are enabled to reach every Sabbath
School in the county, and only where we have had to rely on individu-
_ al effort have we failed, and this not because of any lack of effort,
3 but of the impossibility of effecting this work, save through organiz-
- ed labor. :

~ The work of securing county and: town organizations is being slowly
but sixrély done, and each year shows an increase in effective organi-
ations. We have this year county Associations in 16 counties, a
in of five over last year. In several of these, the design and spirit
it the State Constitution has been further carried out by the estab-
hment of town Associations. We do not believe the work of
thering statistics will ever be fully accomplished until we are able
_,l\lave. in every township some organization, either by an auxiliary
lgociation, or by a township committee, whereby the interest of

“,; y school may be enlisted in this work.
- The Secretaries appointed by the last Convention have all con-
d in co-operation with the Association, with the exception of
g‘ in Bergen, Mercer and Ocean. Mr. John A. Parsons, of
€N county, resigned his position early in the year, and his post,

A8 Tequest, was filled by placing the name of Jasper Demarest on -

St of Secretaries. T have not heard from Mr. Demarest since

appointment. Mr, Morrison, the earnest Secretary for Mercer,

o v\left this country for a field of missionary labor, his place has
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been well filled by Mr. John Cox, of Princeton, who has labored dili-
gently in bringing Mercer county into the line of co-operating counties.
From the Rev. C. D. Nott, of Ooean, we have not heard for the last
two months, although previous to that time we had encouraging re-
ports from him. .

Tn all the counties, save the two not reporting at all, the entire
failure to furnish a complete tabular view, lies#in uninterested town
Secretaries; in many instances the county Seeretary having to do not
only his own work, but that of several of his subordinates, and that
without that local knowledge so necessary to Success. Six of the
counties for this reason present but partial reports, although even
some of these represent by far the greater portion of the territory
under exploration. N

Cape May, Burlington and Gloucester have for the first time, sent
full reports to the association, leaving only Ocean and Bergen yet to
be reached, to have the whole State brought within the reach of our
effort and influence. We trust another year will complete the work.

From the detailed statistical tables presented to the Association
yesterday and this morning, we are enabled to condense the following

summary of Sabbath School returns;

Number of Schools in the State, -
Number of Scholars reporting, -
Number of Teachers, - -
Average attendance, Teachers, -
Scholars enrolled, - -
Average attendance, Scholars, -
Number of Scholars over 18 years of age,
How many Teachers Church members?
How many Scholars Church Members?
Number of Conversions, - -
Number of Deaths, - -
Number of Scholars in Infant Class,
Number of Volumes in Library, - %
‘Amount of Benevolent Contributions, - =
Schools holding Prayer Meeting, - - .
Schools having Monthly Concerts, - . - 173
Schools discontinued during Winter, - - - 377

Your Secretary would be glad to make a complete digest of the
facts thus spread before you, but the late hour at which some of the
returns have been sent to him, have precluded his reaching a sum-
mary until the close of the first session of the (lonvention, and there-

. 1,28

5,881
2311

670

14686
323,224
$33,167,28
- 208

fore the inferences drawn are far less satisfactory than he had desired-
But some few facts and comparisens demand especial attention.

First, the great disparity between the number of enrolled scholars
and the average attendance, seems strangely disproportionate——being
put slightly over 60 per cent. This must arise from the fact that
many schools report as ¢ Number Enrolled,” all who have entered
since the last report, while in fact they have a much less number who
are actual scholars. This ghould be rectified, if we expect accuracy
in our statistics, and without accuracy, statistics are worthless.
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Another startling fact, shown by these figures, is, that of nearly
16,000 teachers engaged in the work, nearly 4,000, or 25 per cent.
are not church members, and, presumably, not partakers of that salva-
tion of which they must be “blind teachers.” We are aware that
there is a great scarcity of earnest laborers,—but is not the church
of God lamentably dead to the work of witnessing for Christ, when
nearly one-third of the church family are turned over to strangers for
support ?  This inference is plainly to be drawn from the figures, but
we apprehend there must be some deduction made for inaccuracy in
those counties where full reports are not made, as we notice that the
disparity is greater in such cases. But, at the best, the fact is one
which calls for serious and prayerful consideration.

The great end of the Sabbath School is *“ soul saving,”” and here
we would raise thankful hearts to our Father in heaven for the blessed
fruits he has given to the Sabbath School the past year. An army
of ¢onverts !
and a half thousand! Our labor is not in vain. Let us thank God,

The number of conversions the past year is nearly two

and take courage.

Another very encouraging feature is the large increase in benevo-
lent contributions. Kvery year shows the Sabbath School taking
higher ground in this regard, and paying more attention to the in-
struction of the young in the Christian grace of giving; over $33,000
reported as being gathered from the children to do good unto others.

Large as this sum is, we believe it but a tithe of what may be expected
when our duty is fully done, and every school is infused with true

Christian benevolence.

We approach the last item reported with sadness, for we feel that
here is a great and seemingly unconquerable defect in our Sabbath
School work. One-third of the entire number of schools in the State
are reported closed in the winter—the Sabbath School thus practically
teaching that religion is a thing of convenience, to be earnestly pur-
sued under fair skies, but left to perish with the first frost. Can we
not as an Association use our influence for good in this direction, and

"devise such means as shall wipe this feproach from our standard ?

The Association is fast consummating one end of its organization—
knowledge of the condition of the State in regard to the religious in-
struction of the young. There is another portion of the task we have
undertaken, to which it becomes our duty to address ourselves, and
that it is to ascertain and supply the destitute and waste places with
the Bread of Life. Many of our counties are very thoroughly sup-
plied with Sabbath School facilities, but in some counties there is wide
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room for true missionary effort and philanthropy. Be it our task,
Ohristian men and women of New Jersey, to light the torch of gospel
truth in every dark corner of our State, and in our personal efforts,

and by our gifts show ot love to the Saviour, by ¢ feeding his lambs.”

Respectfully submitted,
SAMUEL W. CLARK,

Corresponding Secretary.

ety - ———————

COUNTY REPORTS.

ATLANTIC COUNTY.
Dear Brother Clark Hawyoxtox, Nov. 14, 1865,

In presenting you my annual report, I am sorry to say that Atlantic county
during the past year, has not made that progress in the Sabbath School work
that we could wish. Some parts of the report present discouraging features.
while otl afford much encouragement. The namber of scholars and teachers
has decreased, but the number of conversions has almost doubled. Sixty ofthe
lambs of the flock are reported hopefully converted,—this is a cause of great joy
to our hearts and great gratitude to God, that he has blessed the public instru-
mentalities used to lead the children to Him.

During the past year, two Sunday Schools have been merged into one and
two others have been discontinued, 'while four have failed to report. This will
in part account for the decrease in numbers.. You will perceive that the amount
of benevolent contributions has increased, showing that the young are being
trained in habits of Christian liberality.

On the whole, we think that we haveno sufficient cause for discouragement,
yet we feel that it is necessary that we put forth more earnest, more ([iligent,
more prayerful efforts in this great work of endeavoring to lead the children
and youth to the blessed Saviour.

In the work of Christ, .

9 Yours, F. R. BRACE.

CAMDEN COUNTY.
NoveEMBER, 1865.

The Camden county Sabbath Sehool Association, to the New Jersey Sunday
School Association : :

As you assemble in your Bighth Annual Convention, we greet you with joy,
and with thankfulness for the great work that God has given it to you to do, in
being instrumental in quickening the Church to an appreciation of her power,
through the Sabbath School, to o the work committed to her by our blessed Lord
and Master; and .in giving ever increasing efficiency. to this great agency for
teaching the Gospel, by developing and making clear the truth cencerning the
Christian work on earth, and the best method of accomplishing it.

We prosent a table of statistics in detail, of the work in this county, but that
it may be more readily grasped, permit us to present the following table of sum-
maries of statistics of each sub-division, and which embodies information nof
found in the table of details;
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Summary of Statistics of Sabbath Schools in Camden Counti

Number of teachers
ns bet’n

s old.

attendance

of scholars.

SUB-DIVISIONS.

enrolled
ge attendance of|
teachers.
Number of scholars
enrolled.

rage

over 18 years old.

Church members.

Church members.
tween 5 and 48 that

Percentage of all be-
are cnrolled.

Number of scholars
Number of teachers
Number of scholars
‘WholeNo. of'children
in Sabbath Schools.

sions during the year.

Number of Conver-

Number not enrolled

‘ Avera,

| Ave

N. Ward, Camden,
M. %3 @

S. « «
Newton Township, |-
Centre (T |
Union
Stockton
Gloucester
Delaware
‘Waterford
‘Winslow
‘Washington
Monroe

[
@
=Y

l Number of Schools.
S =1

o
b T s

o
-
-

Co M v o s G0 e er

523
864
405
674
9 2 €21
29| 2: i z 2 405
32 2| 210 3¢ 4 + 835

3| 895! 681 1a70] 2osl 7osl 2210 111l 11026) 4748

The totals of these summaries are practically correct, as also the figures of the
sub-divisions, save in the case of Delaware Township, where the per centage of
those in school is so very low: About 100 of the children in that Township are
reported as attending school in adjacent sub-divisions and in Burlington county,
which, if they could be taken into account, would make a material difference in
the per centage, though it would still be very low.

In the facts revealed by this table there is much to be thankful for, and to
encourage, when we compare it with past years. There are now about 57 per ct.
of all between 5 and 18 years of age in the Sabbath Schools, where, though the
teaching may beimperfect, they are learning something ot the great salvation, and
are brought under the influerice of the Church. It was not always so. Butin
view of the extent of the great commission, “Go into all the world, 'and preach
the Gospel to every creature ;” and of the fact that eternal life or death depends
upon faith in Christ as preached in the Gospel, how much there is for humiliation
and shame when we note the fact that 43 per cent. or 4,748 are not even enrolled
in the Sabbath School, which we know certainly is equivalent to saying, are
growing up without a knowledge of @hrist, and beyond Christian influences.

An examination of the table will reveal many interesting facts, and be a clear
guide in our work; but permit us to call attention to two only. 1Ist; the wide
difference between the per centage of those in Sabbath Schools in the several
sub-divisions,—leaving out Delaware Township, they range from 41 to 86. The
higher average is the result of zealous persevering labor by faithful Christians
who are faithful Sabbath School laborers. The lower average is the result of
the lack of such labor, more than of any thing.else. Position and density of popu-
lation has some necessary influence in determining per centage, and in comparisons |
between densly and sparsely settled districts, these things must be taken into con-
sideration; but let it be observed, and this the 2d point we wish to notice, that in
this case. the highest and lowest averages occur within the limits of the Cityrof
Camden; the highest being in North Ward and the lowest in South Ward. The
South Ward of Camden is not down in the Pines. From the centre of North Ward
to the centre of South Ward, isnot over one hour’s walk for even a delicate lady:
and just across the river, not a mile wide, with ferry boats crossing every fifteen
minutes, lies the great City of Philadelphia; and yet the South Ward of Camden
ig the great missionary ground of our courty.

That we may more fully comprehend the necessities to a perfect consumation
of our work, we have prepared the following table which we respectfully submit ;
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By it we determine very clearly whether or not greater school accommodations
are needed on account of capacity of rooms, and by the aid of a map, we readily
determine whether or not more are needed on account of location, and a study
of it brings us to this conclusion, viz.; that save in one or two districts possibly,
responsibilty for the work rests upon existing organizations.

There is room enough now occupied for all ; and, as a rule with rare exceptions,
all are within reach of the rooms. All we need, is the spirit of the Master, which
led him to go about doing good, and which made it Zis meat and his drink to do

the will of the Father and to finish kis work.
A. J. DUMONT, Sec¢'y.

CAPE MAY COUNTY.

In presenting this the first annual report of Sabbath Schools in the County of
Cape May, it gives me great pleasure to say, that I am permitted through the
goodness of our Heavenly Teacher and the kindness of the superintendents who
have responded to the questions in the blanks that have been left with them, in
giving a full report of the Sabbath Schools in this county.

For a minute statement, reference will bg made to the statistical record. All of
the schools that I have been permitted to visit have received 1we very cordially,’
and manifest much zeal and interest in the work of Sabbath School instruction.
As we had no county organization prior to October the 10th of this year, the
work has not been as thorough in visiting all the schools as desired; having no
Township Secretaries, the whole of the work has devolved upon the County Sec-
retary, and many of the schools situated at such a distance from my residence, I
had to call in the aid of the superintendents for full statistics. Three of the Sabbath

. Schools having only given in a partial report, I am unable to give a full state-

ment of the statistics as is desired by myself; trusting in the year 1866, at the
Annual Meeting of the Association, Cape May will not be behind any of the
counties in the State for a full and complete satistical statement.

On October 10th, 1865, a call was made for a public meeting of Sabbath School
friends, to take place at the First Baptist Church, Cape May Court House, which
was most heartily responded to by every minister of the Gospel and a large
number of the friends of the Sabbath Schools in our county; at this meeting our
county was organized into an Association, auxiliary to the New Jersey Sunday
School Association, by the forming of a Constitution and By-Laws, and Secretaries
elected for our Townships, to visit the schools, gather statistics and organize the
Townships. Cape May has been somewhat sluggish in her organization, to the
parent Society, but we trust in the fature she will not be hehind her sistgr
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counties in her zeal and interest in aiding and sustaining this beloved Associa-
tion, which New Jersey should be proud of. The cause of Christ in all of our
schools is the deep and absorbing , thought, as well as prayer, that the Great
Teacher and Head of our schools, will, by his Holy Spirit visit each superintendent
and teacher, and through them every scholar, so that the Sabbath School shall
become a nursery to the Church in fact, as well as by name,.

We praise and thank God for the sixty ransomed souls from death unto life, that
our schools report during the year, but yet we feel humiliated before God, that the
number is so small; our faith leads us'to believe that a good work is now being
manifested in the hearts of many in this county, in several places. Since making
up the statistical record, one of our schools has been visited by the power of His
Spirit, and nine from the Bible Class have given evidence of being born again,
and yet the work is still increasing. It is to be deplored that so many of the
schools in this county report a vacation during the Winter months; is God not
as willing to bless in- Winter’s cold, as Summer’s heat? Our children attend the
week day school in the roughest of the weather, why not the Sabbath School ?
Many also report no Teachers’ Prayer Meeting, or regular organized Missionary
Association ; yet we believe the day js approaching when it shall be reported
that every school in our State shall have her Winter session, and will organize
Prayer Meetings., Already in this county many of the superintendents, who
have reported a discontinuance of schools in the Winter and no Teachers’ Prayer
Meeting, have commenced a Monthly Teachers’ Prayer Meeting, and will endeavor
also, to keep the doors of the Sabbath School open during the Winter. When
the matter is fully brought before all of the superintendents, I trust the same
results will follow.

In our county we have as reported by Town Superintendents of Public Schools,
some 2,400 children from 5 to 18 years of age, which show us much is yet to be
done in our Sabbath Schools, in bringing in those who are still not ‘enrolled.
These souls must be cared for, if we would obey the cémmand of our Heavenly
Master, who said “feed my lambs;” and how can the Church better do this, than
by endeavoring to search out and bring to the Sabbath School door, and place
them in charge of good pious and devoted men and women of God, who are not
enjoying this Heavenly manna, and who know not the blessings of the Gospel of
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Respectfully submitted, L. C. EDMUNDS,

Noveumser 18th, 1865, County Secy.

'CUMBERLAND COUNTY.

In presenting my Second Annual Report for Cumberland county, permit me to
acknowledge the goodness of our kind Heavenly Father, Reviewing the past year
we feel that we have great cause for gratitude to the Giver of all good, that His
mercy has still been extended tous, and that His blessing has been upon the Sab-
bath School cause; and we rejoicein knowing that our labor has not been in vain.

There is a growing interest, and there seems to be a desire to bring all the
children in the county under Sabbath School instruction, and there is an earnest
inquiry with many of the superintendents and teachers,—how can we conduct
our schools to better advantage, and what means can we adopt to make them the
most successful? During the year the spirit of God has been poured out upon
several of our schools, and the hearts of superintendents and teachers have been
made to rejoice in seeing many of the children give their hearts to the Saviour :
One school, of one hundred and eighty-eight names on the register, reports forty
conversions,

Last year we reported one hundred and four conversions in the county, this
year two hundred and fifty-nine. While many of the schools report no conver-
sions, we believe that impressions for good have been made, and that seed has
been sown that will yet spring up and bear rich fruit. = Since my last report two
more schools have been organized in Vineland, in Londis Township, and one in
the city of Bridgeton. One school in the county reports thirty young men and

. Women out of seventy names on the register, over eighteen years of age, That
is surely a noble example,
9
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There are now in the county seventy-three schools, and we have this year re
ports from seventy-two of them. We report more children in the schools and a
larger number over cighteen years of age.

There is another subject of great interest to’me, and of it I spoke last year.
Tt is the continuance of schools during the winter. I have labored to impress this
subject upon the minds of the people, and it has not been without its good in-
fluence, for last year we reported twenty-nine schools discontinued, and this year
only twenty-one. And I would rejoice to see the day, when not a school in the
county would be discontinued during the winter. I am aware that considerable
effort would be required in some country places, but schools are now continued
during the year and with good success where it was formerly thought they could
not be 'sustained. ¢

T have visited most of the schools in the county, and would record the warm and
cordial reception with which I have been met by all denominations. "There seems
to be a union of feeling, and all appear to be working for the good of the cause.

A great work is being done, and schools are established in nearly every place
in the county where it is necessary to have one. Much has been done, but as I
look around T see very much to be done. The meetings of our County Associa-
tion, of which we hold two each year, are well attended and much benefit is de-
rived from them.  In conclusion we can truly say that there is life and energy
in Cumberland county, and I believe from what I can learn that it occupies a high
position among the counties of the state, and the county Secretary comes up
here from his field of labor to this Annual Feast, with a deep interest in the
work, and expects to receive many valuable suggestions, and when the conven-
tion shall close, return home with a warm heart to labor in that sphere which
the Master shall point out. J. C. BOWEN,

SmiLon, Nov. 10th, 1865. County Sec’y.

ESSEX COUNTY.

Your Secretary in presenting his Annual Report would express his acknowl-
edgements of God’s goodness, in  permitting him, during another year, to co-
operate with the friends of Christ and of Sabbath Schools in their efforts to
advance the Sabbath School work in our county.

I accepted the position, fully appreciating its importance, but not without the
hearty assurance from earnest friends of the cause, of their sympathy and co-
operation, In this, T am most happy to say, I have not‘been disappointed.

To this you are largely indebted for so full and complete a report as I am
able to present.

Your Secretary has.received returns from all the schools in the county, which
are presented in a carefully prepared table, accompanying the report.

The whole number of schools in the county is One Hundred and Forty-two.

‘We are able to report 80 more schools, with an attendance of 2,951 scholars
than ever before reported to this Association. :

Several Mission schools have been opened, and the friends of the cause are
active in supplying others where they are needed.

Your Secretary feels pained to find that so many of our schools fail to make
any report of the hopeful conversion during the year. The schools reporting
give a total of 533. " The conversion and salvation of the children is the great
object of Sunday School instruction, and when we read of the zeal of the Great
Apostle, who counted not his life dear if he-might lead sinners to the Saviour,
have e not, dear brothers and sisters, felt a desire to follow in his footsteps:
and have we_not at times made the inquiry of the master, “ What wilt thou
have me to do ?”

The large amount of over $9,000 contributed for benevolent objects, (although
the schools are only partially reported,) is another cause for gratitude. The
habit of systematic benevalence cannot be too early impressed and encouraged.
‘While we are far behind our duty in this particular, let us accept this as'a hope-
ful sign for the future.

Thirty-six of our schools hold teachers’ meetings, and thirty-eight have regu-
lar monthly concerts for prayer. The reports under these heads are only partial,
many schools failing to report.
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are 43 schools in successful operation where no regular church organization ex-
ists. Union or Mission Sabbath Schools, where Christians of every denomination
may unite in labor and in effort to win souls to Christ.

This county is doing nobly in this direction, Let the Mission Schools con-
tinue to have a place in our hearts, and let us see to it that they are planted in
every destitute place in the county., ’

The Sabbath School reports from several of the counties in the State report
Tounship Sabbath School Associations, These have proved valuable auxiliaries,
and your Secretary would recommend that such organizations be effected in all
the townships in the county.

If we were more thoroughly organized, we should be better abla to determine
where the destitution was, and how to provide for it.

Your Secretary refers with pleasure to the one in active operation in Newark,
(the only one in'the county,) which holds its meetings on the second Monday
evening of each month, in the different churches of the city. These meetings
are highly valued by those who attend them, as they foster mutual acquaintance
and sympathy. All denominational distinctions are here lost sight of. Chris-
tians of every name come together on one common platform, with one aim and
object. Much is said to encourage and stimulate to greater exertion in the work,
and valuable hints are given to superintendents and teachers. Such an organi-
zation should be effected in every township in the connty.

By our report it will be seen there is much yet to be accomplished in gather-
ing the wandering ones into our Sabbath Schools, many of them, without any
one to tell them of a loving Saviour, or point out to them: the way of life and
salvation,

While these facts are before us, let us covenant, one with another, with united
effort to give increased efficieney to the Sabbath School cause, as one of the best

~ agencies for attaining this greaf and blessed result; and while we unite in effort
and in sympathy, let us unite in prayer for God’s blessing on the work and on
the deliberations of this convention.

All of which is respectfully submitted, W. H. WOODRUFF,

i ' County Secretary.

Nore—In addition to the Sehools included in the Report, there are in this County,

11 Roman @atholic Schools, with 3,365 scholars enrolled ;5 3 Jewish Synagogues with
230 scholars enrolled : 1 Universal School; with 80 scholars.

GLOUCESTER COUNTY.
Woopsury, Oct. 4, 1865,

The Mission work in our county is a very important item in our report. There

Samuel W, Clark, Secretary State Association.
It is a pleasure for me to write you these few lines, this afternoon, for the
County of Gloucester. There have been efforts made to bring this county wor-
thy of notice in your State Sunday School ' Association, but they have failed.
But Divine Providence has opened the gate of enlightment more plainly, the good
people of the County have put their shoulders to the wheel, and we have come
., oub victorious, On ‘the 7th of last September we held our Sunday School Con-
, Yention; God was with us; we had a good time. In the morning we had our
business meeting, and in the afternoon and evening there were addresses from
Prominent speakers of the county and adjoining county.
We have reported 24 Sabbath Schools from the county out of 28, leaving only
4 schools not heard from, We trust that we may have those toreport next year,
There are 5,938 children in the county between the ages of 5 and 18, and {here
_ areonly about 2,400 in the Sunday Schools; My dear brother, is there not plenty
of room for active service, when we see so many children out, of Sunday School ?
will not the teachers and superintendents of Sunday Schools go to work in God’s
field, while the harvest is plenty. We hope next year to have our number in-
- ereased 1,000 more if we can, and my humble prayer is that the good people of
the State of New Jersey will go to work in earnest and that hundreds, nay thous-
ands of those precious souls that are now out of the Sabbath School, may be
brOUght in and fed with the bread of eternal life, I remain,

JOS. J. CURRIE, County Secretary.
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HUDSON COUNTY.

Your Secretary for the County of Hudson in presenting his Third Annual
Report to the State Association, would first express gratitude to God for His
kindness and multiplied blessings during the year, as from week to week, Ile has
aided his servants to g0 forward in the blessed work of Sabbath School teach-

lngl"he schools of the county have increased during the year in number, and we
hope in efficiency—we have now eight more schools in successful operation than
we had one year ago. Seven of these are Mission Schools prudently located,—
profitably conducted,—Jlargely attended, and are exerting each in their place a
healthful and truly religious influence. The friends of Jesus are making glad
some hundreds more of little ones, and sending religious volumes and truth in
many additional families.

Our Mission Schools continue to be managed well—Superintendents and Teach-
ers in the main are indefatigable—self denying and devoted—they are sustained
liberally by our churches—and are well worthy of their care.

“Of our new Mission Schools, one is located at North Hoboken containing 110
scholars and 19 teachers—one at Guttenberg, (mostly German children,) number-
ing about 90 scholars and increasing—one at Secaucus, established by a young
soldier returned from the army, which has thrown about it a peculiar interest,
it numbers all in that immediate localit y—one Home of the Friendless, knownas
«The Children’s Friend Society,” in Jersey city, conducted admirably bya few
christian self-denying Ladies from various churches—one at Salterville, under the
care of the Episcopal church ab Greenville—one near Weehawken, containing
100 scholars, 10 teachers, and growing.

The 77th new Mission School embraces the young in our County Alms House,
and numbers fifty-six scholars regularly taught by three devoted teachers. These

ive us 13 Mission Schools and 58 Church Schools in the county, all reported.

Our Church Schools have increased in numbers and interest—very few changes
have occured among our officers—faithfulness and christian love have appeared
more evident among our teachers and a prevailing desire is manifest to become
Dbetter fitted for their work and more useful in it—over one hundred and thirty

outh of our schools have consecrated themselves to Jesus, and professed his
name this year for which ave are most devoutly thankful.

It has been the privilege of your secretary during the year to make about one
hundred visits to the schools of the county, and as many or more addresses 0
to schools and Sabbath School meetings of various kinds, this he hopes has been
of some profit, while to him it has been very pleasant.

As a most valuable agency in the Sabbath School work of our county, your <
gecretary mentions our Teacher's Association, of which we have three, one in
Jersey City in which 16 Schools are represented, one in Bergen, including Hud-
son City and West Hoboken, and one at Bergen Poimt, including Greenville and
Bayonne.

‘At the meetings of these associations, topics of interest to every school are
discussed, aiding and stimulating the teachers. Their influence for good is being
more and more felt in our schools.

The other Associations of the county have the same objects before them, the
instruction, improvement and encouragement of teachers, and pursue a similar
course to that in Jersey City. Intercourse by delegates between these Associa-
tions has proved very profitable and promotive of pleasant Sabbath School ac-
quaintance, and is uniting the whole teaching force of the county in our great
and good work of teaching Christ. . The Clergy of the county have helped very
much to make these Associations useful.

Your secretary gratefully acknowledges the kindness shown him by each of
these associations, the aic they gladly afford him and makes it his special privi-
lege to attend the meetings of all and extend through them the great objects of
all our State Associations, deeming it a better mode than organizing separate
Township Associations. These meetings are easy of access by means of our
street railways, and we hope the day is near when every teacher in the county
and many parents will avail themselves of their benefits,
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The schools of the county adhere very generally to thoroughly committed
geripture lessons, recitations of the catechism of the church to which severally
they belong, quiet and attention during prayer and engagedness in the singin
as an act of worship and not an exhibition of the school or the strength of little
lungs, all these your secretary fosters gladly ; especially he hails as an omen for

0od, an effort to render the singing of our schools strictly devotional.

In the last report from Hudson county, your secretary alluded to the need of
public as well as [more] private aid and influence of parents and friends, this
great want is yet noticeable, though some progress is being made. ~The
friends in Hudson deeply feel that parents, guardians and others, should aid the
scholars in the preparation of their lessons at home—aid them in their efforts
to be charitable, in being prompt and regular in their attendance, inculcate love
and respect for their teachers; the Missionary Association and all the objects of
the school, encourage them also by their frequent presence in the school, and
Missionary Meetings, and in every way foster the school as a part of the church
of Christ. To this subject our superintendents oftenjallude, and such help very
much desire.

An adult Bible Class in the Baptist Church of West Hoboken, meeting with
the school, is deserving of special mention, and its influence for good must be -
apparent.

While representing the cause as advancing in Hudson, we do not forget that
there is yet very much to be done, and the work growing with the rapid increase
of the popnlation. Thousands of our children are to be gathered, many more
Bible classes to be formed and new schools organized, parents enlisted, teach-
ers aided and the schools advanced by every proper agency to their position:
as a part of the Church of Christ, and all the various efforts in this field are to
share more of prayerfuland untiring attention, to all of which the friends of the
cause are endeavouring to aid and provoke one another. x

With humility for unfaithfulness and gratitude to God for his great goodness
in visiting our schools by his spirit, calling some into his kingdom, quickening
and encouraging others and that we have been aided by the Master to do some-
thing in the past year, we seek the presence of the Holy spirit for the future and
devote ourselves anew to this blessed work.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

D. M. STIGER,
Jersey City, Nov, 15, 1865. : County Seeretary.

HUNTERDON COUNTY.

To the New Jersey Sunday School Association.

The undersigned, Corresponding Secretary for the County of Hunterdon, in pre-
senting this Report, would call the attention of the Association to the fact, that
in consequence of the non-acceptance of the brother, who was duly appointed
by the last Convention as successor to the late incumbent, the Rev. P. A.
Strobel, the half of your Sabbath School year had elapsed, before he has signi-
fied his.acceptance of his appointment and had entered upon his duties.

Hence, although the Sabbath School machinery in our county had been pro-
nounced in very good working condition, yet to a new incumbent there arose
of very necessity several hindrances and delays, which may not probably occur
in the future.

Even to one who has long been a resident of a county, there is no small diffi-
culty in the timely obtainment of its true and proper Sunday School status,
and it demands much time and toil and patience to reach the needful informa-
tion and accurate statistics,

The present incumbent in Hunterdon County greatly rejoices before the Lord
in having been led to accept the appointment, and whilst he regrets in com-
mon with many others, that the work has not been better done within his bounds
and under his supervision, yet has he seen enough of the grace of God, in the
Sabbath Schools of his county, to gladden his own heart, and the heart of his
co-laborers.

We devoutly thank God for the doings and the blessings of the past year, and
take abundant courage in hope of the future,
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No small difficulty 18 experienced in obtaining full reports and statistics from
the Township Secretaries ; nor is the fault wholly or even chiefly lying at their
door; the remissness, with kindness be it said, lies back of the gecretaries,
even with the beloved superintendents, and in instances not a few.

But our confidence is fixed in the future—that as our superintendents ghatl

more clearly see the importance of this matier of fulness and promptness, then

will the work be better done—the reports fuller and the statistical tables more
promptly and accurately filled.

Nor would I fail to record the increasing zeal and devotion of the great ma-
ty of our superintendents, and secretaries in the blessed work, Surely these
they, who have gone forth for good—*‘a band of men whose hearts God hath

jori
touched.”

Our correspondence and our intercourse with these fellow laborers has been
of the most courteous, pleasant, and christian character. !

Our fourteen Township Secretaries were all re-nominated by the committee,
and at our late annual meeting unanimously re-clected—thus indicating the con:
fidence reposed in their zeal and competency for the great and arduous work
which lies before us.

The undersigned has no facts of especial interest to communicate—Yet, he is
most happy to assure the brethren of the New Jersey Sunday School Association
that the association is gaining favor and rapidly growing in the confidence of
the Sabbath School men of our county. Many prejudices are being removed,
and its objects and its benefits are fast becoming better understood.

In 'our annual report to our County Association, we called the especial atten-
tion of the convention to the excellent address of your business committee
which sets forth so clearly, what are, as well as what are not, the objects of the
association. To our own mind it is very plain that all that is needful, to secure,
the grm\d‘consolidation of all the friends of Sabbath Schoolsin New Jersey, i8
that these objects be better known.

Qo far as our own county is concerned, I am well persuaded that these objects
are becoming well understood and appreciated—that confidence is greatly in-
creased—and heartly and speedy co-operation will follow.

We hope to be able to report next year an organization for one in each of
the Townships of our county.

We do not report an increased mumber of schools in the county—but we are
fally persuaded of a great increase in the quality of our schools—and we hope
the time is at hand when the proper qualifications of teachers and superintend-
ents will be still better understood. We have commended to those of our county,
the importance of holding Sabbath School Teachers Institutes and model schools,
where teachers may be taught better how to teach, and supurinxlumlunts be in-
structed how better to Supcrinteml——f\n‘ we have learned that not every simply
good man, nor every simply well instructed man is fit to teach or govern a Sab-
bath School.

The Fifth Annual Convention of our County Asgociation was held on Wed-
nesday the 20th Sept., in the Borough'of Lambertville—The attendance was
good-—and the character of the meeting such as to leave a most delightful influ-
ence behind—whilst the delegates went back to their post cheered in heart for
no bler toil.

May the presence of the spirit guide your counsel and lead you to wise

utterance.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
CORNELIUS 8. CONKLIN,

County Seeretary.
Mount Pleasant, New Jersey, Nov. 10, 865.

MERCER COUNTY.

T the New Jersey Sunday School Association.
In presenting this Annual Report of the condition of the Sabbath School cause
in Mercer County, I do so with feelings of gratitude that we have been able to

gather & fow statistics, and with feelings of chame and mortification that so little
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has been accomplished, and that there has been manifested so little concern in
regard to this matter. It will be remembered that Mr. Morrison was the regu-
larly appointed County Secretary, and his Lieart was certainly in the work, and
had he remained with us no doubt he would have accomplished much, but called
to leave, as he was in the midst of the year ‘to labor in foreign lands, the work
was transferred to me, and I have endeavoured to do what I could in the remain-
ing part of the year. We were not able to secure town secretaries in but 3 or 4
townships, but those who were appointed have been faithful and attentive to
their duties. I have however made individual appeals by correspondence and
otherwise to the other schools throughout the «county where we have had no
Town Secretary, and but very few have responded, as my report will show. 1
am sorry that such is the case. But let us thank God and take courage. This
is a beginning. We may yet expect that the Sunday School work will have the
attention it demands. Only 23 schools have reported out of about 60 in the
county, but these give accounts of 46 hopeful conversions during the year. A
fact, calling for profound gratitude to Almighty God. .

I have often thought however, in connection with the Sabbath School work,
that in Mercer County, where so much is done toward properly qualifying men
to “go, work in their Masters vineyard,” and where so many are laboring “to
feed the sheep,” that that other injunction equally as binding and important
“go féed my lambs,” is much neglected. I do earnestly desire that an influence
will go out from the State meeting at Trenton, that will stir up this county es-
pecially, and lead her Christian people to take such action in the Sabbath School
work as shall place Mercer Co. where she ought to stand. ~ Pastors, Superintend-
ents, Teachers and Parents, Have we done our duty in this work ?

I sincerely hope that when the -schools of our county shall be called upon for
a report in 1866, they will at once cheerfully respond, and to encourage them in
so doing, I can only say, “come with us and we will do the¢ good.”

Respectfully submitted. ?
JOHN COX,

Princeton, N. J. November, 1865. County Secretary.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY-

Having been appointed by the New Jersey State Sunday School Association
its Secretary for Middlesex County during the year now closing, I take pleasure
in rendering to the association and to the citizens of the county the following
report of my work and its results.

At the time of my appointment, looking at the work asa whole, I hardly knew
how or where to begin. My first thought, and that of many others, was to.call
at once a Convention, and endeavor to form a County Association, as I had for-
merly done in Somerset. But observation of this county for many years has taught
me that county organizations are here rarely a success. I therefore determined to
2o, as far as 1 could, into the townships in person, and become acquainted with
the Sabbath School men and women, to gather a correct list -of the Sabbath
Schools with the Superintendents and their addresses, with a view to form a
county organization, if possible, next year. Thad the advantage of an admirable
band of township secretaries, already secured by Mr. Wm. M. Freeman, my pre-
decessor in the Secretaryship. There are nine townships in the county, which
with the Secretaries and Post Office addresses, are given in their proper place.
In New Brunswick township, I have myself acted as Secretary. All these
brethren consented to continue in the work. Ihave found them willing and
earnest men, and desire here to return them thanks for their kind assistance in a
labor which without them I should not bave.been able to perform, Some of the
townships are not perfectly reported; this, however, is owing not to any want
of earnestness on the part of the secretaries, but to the fact that the work is
not thoroughly understood. The utmost energy has not been successful in bring-
ing in all the schools. Another year we hope this may be better. When the
nature and results of this year’s work are seen in the printed county report, we
believe the simple character of our work will be better understood, and all the
8chools will desire to he represented in the statistical tables,
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No public meetings have been held this year in-carrying on our work, except
one township meeting in Woodbridge township, at which 1,500 persons were pre-
sent, and steps were taken for forming a Township Association. A very fine im-
pulse was given to the cause by that meeting. Rev. Mr. Lucas, the secretary,
‘had fully aroused the township, and there was a oneness of feeling and senti-
ment manifested which gave excellent promise for the future. Other town-
ships also moved for the same thing, but it was too late in the season when
these movements were started, and the meetings were deferred till next sea-
son. We feel sure that we are now ready to form Township Associations at
least, and perhaps a County ‘Association.

The last Annual Report of our State Superintendent of Public Schools gives
$o Middlesex County 10,633 children and youth between the ages of 5 and 18
years. I give the names of the townships with three columns of figures opposite,
the first denoting the number of children between 5 and 18 in each township,
the second denoting the total, and the third the average number of children
and youth of all ages given in this report as attending Sunday School. The
asterisk (*) denotes that the township is not fully reported.

New-Brunswick, 3118 2338 1572
South-Brunswick, 1350 956 624
‘Woodbridge, 1118 #8179 #3515
Monroe, 1121 592 348
Perth-Amboy, 679 328 212
East-Brunswick, 816 #500 #2092
Piscataway. 913 #285 #1099
North-Brunswick, * 300 #120 #100
South-Amboy, 1218 #98 #48

10633 6096 3910

There are in all 90 schools, of avhich 14 are unreported. We may suppose
these to contain 1,000 children enrolled, with 750 average attendance. Thisis a
large estimate. "Then we have out of 10,633 children in the county, at the largest
estimate 7,096 enrolled in our Sabbath Schools, with 4,660 in regular attendance.
Suppose 500 more attend schools over the border in other counties, and we have
3,087 children who never enter Sabbath Schools. And all observation teaches that
very few of these belong to that select class whose parents value home religious
instruction so highly as to detain their children from the schools that they may
themselves instruct them. They fare the spiritually destitute. We feel anxious
on their behalf. It is the great object of this association to bring them in. -Do
not all Christians of any name sympathize in this great interest? Nothing can
certainly be more pure than the aims of our State Sunday School Association.
We feel thankful to God for what we are here able to present as a report, and
hope we shall have all the schools next time, and all the children in them.

An effort will probably be made to form a county organization at the opening
of next spring. Due notice will be given in time.

All of which is respectfully submitted. DAVID COLE,
County Secretarys

MONMOUTH COUNTY.

The Secretary of Monmouth county is gratified to report an increased and lively
interest, very generally manifested in the Sabbath School work.

Our County Convention was well attended and much zeal in the cause exhi-
bited. Our next County Convention will be held with the Presbyterian Church
in Manalpen, on the fourth Thursday in August, 1866.

We feel that there is great hindrance to the efficient working of Sabbath Schools
in the apathy of the elderly church members in engaging personally in the work.
The labor of teaching is committed too exclusively to young members, and often
to non-professors.

‘We would ask in all earnestness each and every church member, whether they
ought not feel at least as much interest in this work as unconverted persons.

H. H, SEABROOK,
County Secretary.
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MORRIS COUNTY.
To the New Jersey Sunday School Association.

Your Secretary in presenting his Third Annual Report from Morris County is
glad to be able to make full returns from all the schools in the county.

Our copnty society is well organized, and in good working order. The an-
nual meeting held the 20th of August, was well attended and full of interest, all
parts of the county being represented in the convention.

Your secretary has during the past summer visited most of the schools, and
has found them in a healthy and flourishing condition, have found more than
usual interest manifested on the part of God’s people in the religious education
ofthe young. In many instances, have attended large and enthusiastic gatherings
of Sunday School scholars, who with their teachers, parents and friends have
come for miles around, filling their churches and seemingly deeply interested in the
exercises,

We acknowledge with gratitude God’s goodness in visiting some of our
schools with His holy spirit, and not a few it is believed have been hopefully
converted, and numbered among the followers of Christ. .

Your Secretary congratulates the number of your Association upon the
happy auspices under which we meet, that since we last convened together,
war and strife has ceased in our land, and peace has dawned upon the Nation.

And while we give thanks to Almighty God for the triumph of the right,
and for the victory that has been achieved by our brave soldiers, in bringing
about this blessed Peace, let us also implore from Him, that new zeal may
be given to His people in behalf of the Sabbath School cause, for now is a fit
time for the friends of religion, and those who love the souls of children, de-
sire the welfare of the church, and the future peace and prosperity of our
beloved country, to interest themselves in the early religious training of the
young ; for it is from them our christian men and women must come to fill
up our churches, and raise up for our country, those who will be true and
loyal to her interests, and perpetuate the blessings, civil and religious, we
now enjoy,

May our Heavenly Father enable us to be more and niore engaged in this
_good cause, feel the greatness of the work, make us faithful, and crown the
labors of your Association with His blessing. JOHN HILL,

County Secretary.

PASSAIC COUNTY, i
PATERSON, Nov., 1865.
The Passaic County report contains no items of special interest. Through-
out the county, the cause of Sunday Schools has kept pace with the other
religious interests of this age. The Secretary has received returns from
thirty-two schools, the result of which will Le seen in the table annexed.
This year has not been abundant in the harvest of souls. A few conver-
sions, only twenty-nine in the whole county, have been reported. We are
hence to suppose, that constant and unceasing labors have not been‘given to
the eultivation of this part of the Lord’s vineyard. For the Scriptures tell
us that, *“he which soweth sparingly, shall reap also sparingly, and he
which soweth bountifully, shall reap also bountifully.”
The schools that have contributed to this Association, are the following :
Episcopal, St. Johns, Passaic, - - - - - - $5.00
Methodist, Market St., - - - - - - - 3.00
First Presbyterian, - - - - - - - - 3.00
Second Reformed Dutch, Paterson, - - - - - 3.00
Baptist, Paterson, - - - - - - - - 2.40
First Reformed Dutch, Paterson, - - - - - & 2 00
United Presbyterian, - - - Py - - - 2.00
Union School, Oldham, - - - - - 2:25
Second Presbyterian, - - - - - 2.00
Baptist Mission, &c., Sandy Hill, - - - - - 1.50
Primitive Methodist, = - i - - - - - 1.50
Methodist, Prospect 8t., - - of wogs - 1.00
Presbyterian, New Foundland. - - - - - 85
Methodist, Passaic, - - . 50
30 00
A. STOUTENBOROUGH, Couniy Secretary.
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SALEM COUNTY?

The Sunday School Association of Salem County, sends christian greeting to
the New Jersey Sunday School Association :

DEAR BrETHREN,— With pleasure we meet you again by our delegation,
to consult in the moral and religious interests of the children of our Com-
monwealth, to rejoice with you over successes already achieved, and by
mutual prayer, counsel and sympathy, better prepare for future toil and re-
sponsibility. May the God of all Grace be present to guide and to bless in
all your deliberations.

Our county association held its third annual meeting in the Presbyterian
church of Upper Pittsgrove, September 20th. We had a good and profitable
meeting, though the attendance and interest were not equal to our expecta-
tions. Rev. Daniel Stratton, was re-elected President, and, with the excep-
tion of some changes in our corps of Town Secretaries, the officers remain
the same as last year. We send herewith to your Secretary published re-
port of our late meeting.

We are sorry to say that, owing to delay and neglect on the part of some
of our Town Secretaries, our statistical table is again very imperfect. From
several townships we have been unable to obtain any reports, and from
others but partial ones. We have two or three model Secretaries, whom we
hope to retain, while we pray the good Lord to give us a full corps like
them. The successful working of our associations depend more largely up-
on the Town Secretaries than any other class of men, If they are efficient,
and able to secure the hearty co-operation of Superintendents, both State
and County associations will move harmoniously, and to grand results, oth-
erwise, as broken cogsin a wheel derange all the machinery of a mill, we
shall continue to have comparative failures.

Respectfully submitted, A.J. HIRES,

‘WoobnsTowx, Nov. 11, 1865. Secretary.

SOMERSET COUNTY.

All the schools of the county, with very few exceptions, have been visited
during the summer by the Secretaries of the respective townships, and, as
the statistics show, there is encouraging progress in several particulars.

We cannot but feel that we have made some progress on a point where it
is so much needed. That fifty-six schools, in our thickly populated county,
should be closed in winter, is a sad item in our report. The real difficulty
is not the “ the short days,” is not * the inclemency of the weather,” is not
that “ the children will not and cannot attend in winter,” but the mountain
difficulty is with those who superintend and teach these summer schools.
These laborers are good men and women—most of them are earnest friends
of Christ—but they are strangely controlled by the notion that Sunday Schools
have a mysterious and vital eonnection with the Dogstar. They have a chronic
prejudice on this subject, that withstands every appeal to reason, con-
science and duty. And many superintendents and teachers honestly believe
(strange as it may seem), that it is best to Kill a school outright by a former
act of its friends on some auturon day, in view of a more vigorous resurrec-
tion in the spring. But, notwithstanding, we do cherish the hope that many
of these schools will heed the above resolution, and oventure an experiment
on the perennial vitality of an institution that God himself hath planted, T
may further remark, it is a fact well established by the schools that are open
the whole year, that the teachers are more efficient, the scholars more atten-
tive and active, and the religious interest more marked in the winter than
the summer months. And another fact, closely related to the one just
gtated, is, that the schools which receive most of the Divine refreshing are
those that are always open and always waiting to receive the blessings of

ace. :

After carefully surveying the whole Sunday School work in Somerset
County, we are happy in believing that the friends of Christ are laboring
from year to year in this interesting field, with increased interest and efli-
ciency. In this increase we can ftrace the influence of our Sunday School




27

Ass_ociation, co-operating with and stimulating the different churches and
their pastors in the heaven-ordained work of instructing youth in the truths
of the Bible. But this greatand good work is but just begun in our country,
as it is all over Christendom. We are now only in the initial steps of what
the Church should do, and what she will yet do in the religious education of
her children. In comparison with all that is interesting and hopeful in
youth, what a mere fraction they receive at the labors of the church and the
ministry.  The attention of the church is so largely directed to the adult
population, requiring two sermons to be preached to them, and expecting
all Christians to be present at the second service, there is but a small remnant
of the time and strength of the ministry and laity to be devoted to the chil-
dren. If the services of the Sabbath must be unequally divided, the larger
portion, according to reason and facts, should be given to the young. We
would, therefore, respectfully suggest that the different religious denomina-
tions, at their next ecclesiastical assembling, devise some plan by which the
entire services of the last half of the Sabbath might have special reference to
the children and youth.

There is pressing need, also, in our county of some method by which our
Sabbath School teachers may be trained in mind and heart for their respon-
sible labors. There can be no argument against having trained teachers in
our Sabbath Schools, any more than against having a trained ministry in
our churches. Until some better plan is devised by the church, we recom-
mend pastors and superintendents to meet once a week with the teachers
to reveiw the lesson for the next Sabbath ; at which meeting, they will care-
fully and critically examine every word and doctrine, consider the circum-
stances under which the words were spoken or written, locating countries
and places, and suggesting methods and illustrations by which the truth may
be effectively applied.  And most important of all, the teacher should con-
stantly study his Bible with a devotional spirit. With diligence in prepara- _
tion, earnestness in teaching, a constant reliance on the Divine Spirit, and
faith in Him who hath said, “ my word shall not return unto me void AL
blessed results must follow the Sunday School work.

JAMES LeFEVRE, County Secretary.

SUSSEX COUNTY.
Laraverre, November 14th, 1865.

a

Dear Broraer CrArx:

Until now, I had cherished the hope of being present at the annual meeting
of the Sabbath School Association, but circumstances beyond my own control
have arisen, which render it imperatively necessary for me to deny myself the
pleasure I had anticipated. I regret this for several reasons, but chiefly because
I have not the opportunity of meeting with those whose experience in the prac-
tical workings of the Sabbath School system is so far superior tomy own. Then
%00, I shall not be permitted to meet those with whom I have been acquainted in
other years, and whose friendship I highlyesteem.

In reference to the operations of the Sabbath School in Sussex county, permit
me to say that in some respects we have advanced. The object of the Sunday
School Association is much better understood tham formerly, especially in those
townships where there is an active, working secretary. This I am sorry to say
is not the case in all the townships, To give you an example, I found one of
the secretaries who had held the offices from four to five years, who had but
once attempted to make a report, and that was only a partial one. He thought
tift Sabbath Schools were a damage to the community, that the children learned
more wickedness than anything else, that it was a very good place for them to
go and bhave a frolic, &c. I am happy to say, however, that was the only one I
found of that stamp, but in several of the townships, I found men holding that
office who take no interest in the work of training the young -

At the meeting of our County Association, we succeeded in appointing others
who we hope will do credit to themselves and their respectivg townships.
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Our Annual Meeting was held September 28th, in the Presbyterian Church,
Sparta, and was a decided success. Interesting and stirring addresses were,
delivered by Rev. A. A. Haines, Rev. J. M. Freeman, and Rev. J. T. Crane, D.D.

We hope next year to be able to furnish a complete report from this county.

I send you in Jonnexion with this, the tabular statements so far as T have been
able to obtain them.

Though absent in person, my heart and prayers will be with you. May the
smiles of Him who said “feed my Jambs,” rest upon you in all your devotions

and deliberations. Yours very truly.
WM. C. NELSON.

UNION COUNTY.

In the reports from the Schools there are many items of interest, a few of
which only I will mention.

The Irving Place School of Union, has ‘been removed to Middleville, Essex
county. The Salem School, Union, has been discontinued, as all the children in
the vicinity, with two exceptions; attend other schools. The Mechanic Street
Methodist School of Elizabeth, has been disbanded. We have welcomed the
following new schools.—

Episcopal, - - st e at Mulford Station,
‘Wheat Sheaf, - - - in Linden Township,
Congregational, - - - at Blizabethport, and
St. Paul's Methodist, - - at Elizabeth,

which was organized in April, with 43 scholars, and bas gained 100.

The Infant Class of First Presbyterian School, Rahway, has 130, and that of
Fourth Presbyterian, Elizabeth, 128 members.

The St. John’s Episcopal School, " Elizabeth, collected $1,200, and Second '
Presbyterian, $1,041,40 for benevolent objects. .

The Union Colored School, Rahway, is superintended by Miss Brown, who
is untiring in her efforts for the salvation of souls. The schools of Rahway
intend meeting at about the same hour, thus preventing scholars being enrolled
twice, by attending different schools. :

A lecture is given by the pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Westfield, each
Wednesday evening upon lessons for following Sabbath.

The Second Presbyterian, Rahway, sends the following interesting and en-
couraging item; “ We are enjoying the presence of the Holy Spirit and witness
his power in the hopeful conversion of some of the scholars which we believe is
in answer to prayer. We hope on the first Sabbath in November, it being our
anniversary occasion, to welecome to the Church about 20, numbers of whom
ave from the school.”” With this exception, there has been no special work of
grace reported in the county during the year. We rejoice that 72 members of
Sur schools are brought from the darkness of sin, into the experimental light of
the truth. :

Among the 37 who have died, one teacher has gone to the reward of the faithful.

In making this report for Union county, we regret to say that the county
organization has not been in good working order since 1862, which will in part
account for this imperfect report. —Its constitution provides for an annual meet-
ing on the third Saturday in October, at which the county and township officers
are elected. At the meeting last month, the following named persons were
elected for the coming year,—

Mr. Geo. T. Murrorp, County President.

Rev. D. J. Jerkes, V. P. and Mr. O. B. LEONARD, Sec’y for Plainfield.
Rev. E. V. Epcar, V. P and Mr. C. O. LELLAIDGE, Sec’y for Westfield. =
Rev. Dr. Suerpoy, V. P. and Mr, Troxas H. SHOFFER, Sec’y for Rahway.
Rev. O. L. Rixkraxp, V. P, and Rev. W. H. SeArLEs, Sec’y for Springfield.
Rev. R, Strzer, V. P. and Mr, Sanw, 8. Dory, Sec’y for Union.

Rev. A, L. Bricg, V. P. and Mr. HENRY SEYMOUR, Sec’y for Elizabeth.
Mr. Hexry Cray, Jr. V. P. and J. C. Carkey, Sec’y for Linden.

Mr. Amos Varrer, V. P. and Mr. SaM'L D. Ewx, Sec’y for New Providence,
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Although our meeting was not fully attended, we are not discouraged.

Brethren Stiger, of Handen county; Woodruff, of Essex; and our worthy Cor-
responding Secretary, Brother Clark addressed us in the afternoon. Rev. Dr. Fish,
of Newark, and Rev. J. H. Keyser, of the American Sabbath School Union, in
the evening.

With an officient band of Sabbath School workers, as township officers, it is
the intention of the Association to make a thorough work throughout the county
the coming year, which will enable the Secretary to present a more acceptable
report.

Respectfully submitted, B. J. SPALDING,
County Sec'y.

WARREN COUNTY.

» HacrerrsTrown, October 26th, 1865. =
To the New Jersey Sabbath School Association :

Your secretary for the county of Warren in making this, his first annual report,
desires to acknowledge the goodness and kindness of God, our Heavenly Father,
in sparing our lives and permitting us to labor another year in his vineyard, and
do something to advance our blessed Master’s cause.

Your secretary would report, as he thinks, an increased interest in the cause
of Sabbath Schools in this part of the State.

Our Annual Meeting of the Warren county Sabbath School Association was
held at the Presbyterian Church of Oxford Furnace, on Tuesday, August 29th.
The meeting was called to order by the President of the county Association.
The Hon. John White opéned by reading the scriptures; and prayer by the
Rev. Gilbert Lane. The report of the Recording Secretary was read and approved ;
county officers were nominated, and report of the county Corresponding Secre-
tary on the state of the Sabbath Schools throughout the county was read and
listened to with much intercst. Speeches were made by Mr. Custis, President
of our State Association, and others, with much animation and acceptableness.

Our county meeting was not as largely attended as the friends of the cause
could have desired, butthere was a lovely spirit manifested in all the exercises
of the day, and ‘much zeal and interest shown in all the proceedings. There
seems to be a progressing movement all through the county,—an unusual number
of Sabbath School gatherings, where several schools would meet together, have
been held during the past season; and these meetings thus associated. were not
given entirely to pleasure, but improved by prayer and Sabbath School addresses
and enlivened by the voices of hundreds and thousands of Sabbath' School scholars,
teachers and friends, mingling in the songs of Zion.

There are four Townships from which I have received no returns, owing to
the lack and co-operation of our Township Secretaries, Those townships are
large,. and from former reports, would add no doubt at least one fourth to those '
of the thirteen townships which I have received.

We would record with thanksgiving to our Heavenly Father, the Great Giver
of all good, the large number as we trust, of hopeful conversions in our Sabbath
Schools the past year.  God is moving our feeble efforts for the salvation of the
children and youth, and we would feel our hearts gladened and our zeal quicken-
ed in the noble work of saving souls and extending the Redeemer’s kingdom.

May another year be as this year, and much more abundant for the redeemed
of the Lord.

All of which is most respectfully submitted,

NATHAN STIGER,

County Secretary.
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