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NJ Human Services Announces $36 Million in Additional Food Assistance

Many NJ SNAP Recipients Will Receive Enhanced Benefits

April 28, 2020

(TRENTON) – Many New Jerseyans who receive food assistance through the state’s Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (NJ SNAP)
will receive additional benefits in May to help address critical food needs related to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

An additional $36 million will be provided to about 214,000 New Jersey households in May.

SNAP supplemental payments were included in the federal Families First Coronavirus Response Act. In March and April, Human Services
announced $70 million in total additional NJ SNAP benefits that were provided to New Jerseyans to help purchase groceries. 

 “During this tough time, we want to make sure that we are providing as much food assistance as possible to eligible households for as long as
we can,” Human Services Commissioner Carole Johnson said. “I continue to thank our Congressional delegation for their efforts to protect and
help residents as we respond to this pandemic.”

The supplemental benefits will be directly loaded to NJ SNAP recipients’ Families First EBT cards as part of their regular monthly payment.

NJ SNAP provides food assistance to families with low incomes to help them buy groceries through a benefit card accepted in most food retail
stores and farmer’s markets.  

NJ SNAP currently serves about 674,000 New Jerseyans in 343,000 households.  Households eligible for the NJ SNAP supplemental benefit
will receive the difference between their regular SNAP benefit and the maximum benefit for their family size.  These supplements will be in
addition to standard monthly benefits.  Households’ standard monthly SNAP benefit is based on household size and income.   Under federal
policies implementing the Families First Coronavirus Response Act, households that already receive the federal allowable maximum SNAP
benefit are not eligible for supplemental payments. 

“These extra benefit payments will prove critical to many New Jersey households, especially older adults and individuals with disabilities,”
Human Services Deputy Commissioner Elisa Neira said. “Access to additional food assistance is more important than ever, and we hope that
these new resources will give many individuals and families additional peace of mind.”

“During this difficult time, we encourage residents who need food assistance to visit and apply for SNAP online at www.NJHelps.org,” said
Assistant Commissioner Natasha Johnson, who directs the Department of Human Services’ Division of Family Development and oversees the
SNAP program. “We appreciate the dedicated staff at the County Boards of Social Services who are essential to getting these critical services
to New Jersey families.” 

Human Services also received federal approval to extend NJ SNAP recertification periods to six months for cases that were expiring in March,
April and May. This means families receiving SNAP will not have benefit interruptions during that time.

 

 

Department of Human Services

DHS Home

About

Department
Commissioner and Key Staff

Programs

https://www.nj.gov/faqs/
https://translate.google.com/
https://nj.gov/subscribe/
https://nj.gov/search/
http://www.njhelps.org/
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/index.shtml
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/index.shtml
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/about/department
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/about/staff
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/news/pressreleases/2020/approved/20200428.html
https://twitter.com/NJDHS
http://www.facebook.com/NJDHS


3/1/23, 3:22 PM Department of Human Services | NJ Human Services Announces $36 Million in Additional Food Assistance

https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/news/pressreleases/2020/approved/20200428.html 2/3

COVID-19 Guidance
Health Care Services
Disability Programs
Family Programs
Social Services
Mental Health
Addiction Services
Aging Services

Divisions

Catastrophic Illness in Children Relief Fund (CICRF)
Commission for the Blind & Visually Impaired (CBVI)
Division of Aging Services (DoAS)
Division of the Deaf & Hard of Hearing (DDHH)
Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD)
Division of Disability Services (DDS)
Division of Family Development (DFD)
Division of Medical Assistance & Health Services (DMAHS)
Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS)
Office of Auditing
Office of Legal and Regulatory Affairs
Office of New Americans
Office for Prevention of Developmental Disabilities
Office of Program Integrity & Accountability
Office of Contract Policy and Management

Notices

News

Press Releases 2022
Publications

Get Involved

Public Advisory Boards, Commissions & Councils
Employment at DHS
Human Services Police

Contact Us

Contact DHS
Hotlines and Helplines

Free Naloxone Giveaway

COVID19 Housing Assistance

Governor Phil Murphy
Lt. Governor Sheila Oliver
NJ Home
Services A to Z
Departments/Agencies
FAQs
Contact Us
Privacy Notice
Legal Statement & Disclaimers
Accessibility Statement

Statewide

 
Copyright © State of New Jersey, 1996-2020

Department of Human Services
222 South Warren Street

https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/coronavirus.html
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/clients/healthcare/
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/clients/disability/
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/clients/family/
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/clients/welfare/
https://nj.gov/humanservices/dmhas/home/index.html
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/clients/addiction/
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/clients/aging/
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/cicrf/home/index.html
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/cbvi/home/index.html
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/doas/home/index.html
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/ddhh/index.shtml
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/ddd/index.shtml
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/dds/home/index.html
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/dfd/home/index.html
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/dmahs/home/index.html
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/dmhas/home/index.html
https://nj.gov/humanservices/staff/opia/ooa/index.html
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/olra/index.shtml
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/njnewamericans/
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/opmrdd/home/index.html
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/staff/opia/
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/olra/contracting/policy/
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/providers/index.html
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/news/pressreleases/2022/approved/news_archives.html
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/news/publications/dhsnewsletters.html
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/involved/boards/
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/involved/employment/
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/police/index.shtml
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/contact/email/
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/staff/hotlines
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/stopoverdoses/
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/covid19housingassistance/
https://www.nj.gov/governor/admin/about/
https://www.nj.gov/governor/admin/lt/
https://www.nj.gov/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/
https://www.nj.gov/faqs/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html
https://nj.gov/opra/
https://my.state.nj.us/openam/UI/Login
https://twitter.com/NJDHS
http://www.facebook.com/NJDHS
https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/news/pressreleases/2020/approved/20200428.html
https://twitter.com/NJDHS
http://www.facebook.com/NJDHS


3/1/23, 3:22 PM Department of Human Services | NJ Human Services Announces $36 Million in Additional Food Assistance

https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/news/pressreleases/2020/approved/20200428.html 3/3

PO Box 700
Trenton, NJ 08625-0700

https://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/news/pressreleases/2020/approved/20200428.html
https://twitter.com/NJDHS
http://www.facebook.com/NJDHS

