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CHAPTER 9

STATE HEALTH BENEFITS PROGRAM

Authority
N.JS.A. 52:14-17.27.

Source and Effective Date

R.2003 d.437, effective October 9, 2003.
See: 35 N.JR. 2587(a), 35 N.JR. 5149(a).

Chapter Expiration Date

Chapter 9, State Health Benefits Program, expires on October 9,
2008.

Chapter Historical Note

All provisions of this chapter were adopted by the Commission,
pursuant to authority delegated at N.J.S.A. 52:14-17.27 and became
effective prior to September 1, 1969. Amendments became effective
December 19, 1969 as R.1969 d.33. See: 1 N.J.R. 10(b), 2 N.J.R. 8(a).

1970 Revisions: Amendments became effective December 10, 1970
as R.1970 d.147. See: 2 N.J.R. 94(d), 3 N.J.R. 11(a).

1971 Revisions: Amendments became effective February 17, 1971 as
R.1971 d.21. See: 3 N.J.R. 10(a), 3 N.J.R. 52(c). Further amend-
ments became effective October 5, 1971 as R.1971 d.177. See: 3
N.J.R. 138(a), 3 N.J.R. 236(a).

1972 Revisions: Amendments became effective October 4, 1972 as
R.1972 d.200. See: 4 N.J.R. 168(b), 4 N.J.R. 283(c).

1973 Revisions: Amendments became effective January 4, 1973 as
R.1973 d.8. See: 4 N.J.R. 282(a), 5 N.J.R. 59(b). Further amend-
ments became effective June 6, 1973 as R.1973 d.148. See: 5 N.J.R.
76(a), 5 N.J.R. 181(a). Further amendments became effective October
2, 1973 as R.1973 d.285. See: 5 N.J.R. 243(a), 5 NJ.R. 393(a).

1974 Revisions: Amendments became effective August 19, 1974 as
R.1974 d.228. See: 6 N.J.R. 156(a), 6 N.J.R. 360(c).

1975 Revisions: Amendments became effective March 14, 1975 as
R.1975 d.68. See: 7 NJ.R. 76(a), 7 N.J.R. 181(a). Further amend-
ments became effective March 13, 1975 as R.1975 d.65. See: 6 N.J.R.
495(a), 7 N.J.R. 180(c). Further amendments became effective June 9,
1975 as R.1975 d.159. See: 7 N.J.R. 118(e), 7 N.J.R. 349(b).

1976 Revisions: Amendments became effective April 22, 1976 as
R.1976 d.124. See: 8 N.J.R. 85(c), 8 N.J.R. 263(a). Further amend-
ments became effective October 8, 1976 as R.1976 d.313. See: 8
N.J.R. 443(c), 8 N.J.R. 539(a).

Subchapter 8, Prescription Drug Program, was formerly codified at
17:1-10 and was adopted as R.1977 d.117, effective April 7, 1977.
See: 9 N.J.R. 142(c), 9 N.J.R. 243(a).

Subchapter 9, Dental Expense Program, was formerly codified at
N.J.A.C. 17:1-11 (Chapter 1) and adopted as R.1978 d.99, effective
March 15, 1978.  See: 10 N.J.R. 38(b), 10 N.J.R. 175(d).

1978 Revisions: Amendments became effective April 8, 1978 as
R.1978 d.130. See: 9 N.J.R. 600(a), 10 N.JR. 265(a). Further
amendments became effective April 18, 1978 as R.1978 d.131. See: 10
N.J.R. 80(b), 10 N.J.R. 265(b). Further amendments became effective
December 26, 1978 as R.1978 d.442. See: 10 N.J.R. 456(a), 11 N.J.R.

105(b). )
1979 Revisions: Amendments became effective April 23, 1979 as
R.1979 d.159. See: 11 NJ.R. 94(d), 11 NJ.R. 304(c). Further

amendments became effective July 3, 1979 as R.1979 d.261. See: 11
N.J.R. 208(b), 11 N.J.R. 415(a). Further amendments became effective
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October 4, 1979 as R.1979 d.396. See: 11 N.JR. 303(d), 11 N.JR.
595(c).

1980 Revisions: Amendments became effective July 1, 1980 as
R.1980 d.300. See: 12 N.J.R. 216(b), 12 N.J.R. 497(b).

1981 Revisions: Amendments became effective June 4, 1981 as
R.1981 d.138. See: 13 N.J.R. 110(b), 13 N.J.R. 376(b).

1982 Revisions: Amendments became effective October 18, 1982 as
R.1982 d.341. See: 14 N.J.R. 36(a), 14 N.J.R. 1165(a).

1983 Revisions: Amendments became effective March 7, 1983 as
R.1983 d.44. See: 14 N.J.R. 1293(b), 15 NJ.R. 343(b). Further
amendments became effective May 2, 1983 as R.1983 d.129. See: 15
N.J.R. 81(b), 15 N.J.R. 697(b). This chapter was readopted pursuant
to Executive Order 66(1978) effective May 16, 1983 as R.1983 d.177.
See: 15 N.J.R. 529(a), 15 N.J.R. 930(¢). Further amendments became
effective August 15, 1983 as R.1983 d.332. See: 15 N.J.R. 793(a), 15
N.J.R. 1383(d).

1984 Revisions: Amendments became effective December 17, 1984
as R.1984 d.560. See: 16 N.J.R. 2422(b), 16 N.J.R. 3479(b).

1985 Revisions: Amendments became effective February 4, 1985 as
R.1985 d.18. See: 16 N.J.R. 2422(a), 17 N.J.R. 320(b). Further
amendments became effective April 1, 1985 as R.1985 d.165. See: 16
N.J.R. 3192(b), 17 NJ.R. 841(a). Further amendments became effec-
tive November 18, 1985 as R.1985 d.587. See: 17 N.J.R. 1399(a), 17
N.J.R. 2784(b).

1986 Revisions: Amendments became effective January 21, 1986 as
R.1985 d.676. See: 17 N.J.R. 2386(a), 18 NJ.R. 2135(c). Further
amendments became effective February 18, 1986 as R.1986 d.28. See:
17 N.JR. 2868(a), 18 N.J.R. 427(b). Further amendments became
effective October 20, 1986 as R.1986 d.423. See: 18 N.J.R. 1451(b), 18
N.J.R. 2135(c).

1987 Revisions: Amendments became effective December 7, 1987 as
R.1987 d.497. See: 19 N.J.R. 1636(b), 19 N.J.R. 2303(b).

1988 Revisions: Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter
9 expired on June 6, 1988, and subsequently was adopted as new rules
by R.1988 d.461, effective October 3, 1988. See: 20 N.J.R. 1536(a), 20
N.J.R. 2466(d). Amendments became effective October 3, 1988 d.469.
See: 20 N.J.R. 1536(b), 20 N.J.R. 2466(¢). Further amendments
became effective October 3, 1988 as R.1988 d.471. See: 20 N.J.R.
1537(a), 20 N.J.R. 2467(a). Further amendments became effective
October 17, 1988 as R.1988 d.442. See: 20 N.J.R. 741(a), 20 N.J.R.
2590(b). Further amendments became effective October 3, 1988 as
R.1988 d.470. See: 20 N.J.R. 1182(a), 20 N.J.R. 2467(b).

1989 Revisions: Added new rule 1.8 effective March 6, 1989 as
R.1989 d.126. See: 20 N.J.R. 2863(a), 21 N.J.R. 638(c).

Subchapter 9, Dental Expense Programs, was recodified by R.1993
d.268, effective August 2, 1993. See: 25 N.UJ.R. 675(b), 25 NJ.R.
3506(b).

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 9, State Health
Benefits Program, was readopted as R.1993 d.463, effective August 23,
1993. See: 25 N.J.R. 2651(b), 25 N.J.R. 4508(b).

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 9, State Health
Benefits Program, was readopted as R.1998 d.406, effective July 13,
1998. See: 30 N.J.R. 1919(a), 30 N.J.R. 2953(a).

Chapter 9, State Health Benefits Program, was readopted as R.2003
d.437, effective October 9, 2003. See: Source and Effective Date.
See, also, section annotations.
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SUBCHAPTER 1. ADMINISTRATION

17:9-1.1 Commission meetings
(a) The Commission shall meet, as necessary, at the call
of the Chairperson or the Secretary.

(b) Any three members of the Commission, at least two
of whom are ex-officio members, shall constitute a quorum
for the purpose of conducting the business of the Commis-
sion. Each member shall be entitled to one vote and a
majority of all votes of the entire Commission shall be
necessary for a motion to carry.

(c) If a member is unable to attend a meeting, the
member, if an ex-officio member, or the Public Employees’
Committee of the AFL-CIO or the New Jersey Education
Association shall designate, in writing, an alternate. The
person so designated shall be permitted to vote on business
brought before the Commission.

(d) All Commission members and alternates shall com-
plete mandatory training required by the implementing reg-
ulations of the Federal Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA) prior to hearing any
appeals before the Commission.

Amended by R.2003 d.437, effective November 3, 2003.
See: 35 N.J.R. 2587(a), 35 N.J.R. 5149(a).

In (a), substituted “Chairperson” for “chairman”; in (c), rewrote the
first sentence.

Next Page is 9-2.1
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17:9-1.2

Amended by R.2004 d.21, effective January 20, 2004.
See: 35 N.J.R. 3745(a), 36 N.J.R. 440(a).
Rewrote (b); in (c), rewrote the first sentence; added (d).

17:9-1.2 Records
(a) The minutes of the Commission meetings are public
records and may be inspected during regular business hours

Next Page is 9-3

at the office of the Division of Pensions and Benefits under
supervision of the Manager of Policy and Planning, State
Health Benefits Program or other representatives of the
office.
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17:9-9.9

Amended by R.2003 d.437, effective November 3, 2003.
See: 35 N.J.R. 2587(a), 35 N.J.R. 5149(a).
Rewrote the section.

17:9-9.3 Enrollment charges

Each eligible employee who enrolls for coverage shall be
required to authorize the taking of deductions in order to
pay for the employee’s share of the cost of coverage for the
employee and enrolled dependents.

Amended by R.2003 d.437, effective November 3, 2003.
See: 35 N.J.R. 2587(a), 35 N.J.R. 5149(a).
Rewrote the section.

17:9-9.4 Enrollment forms

At the time each employee first becomes eligible for
coverage, the employee may complete an enrollment form
indicating the employee’s election to enroll for coverage on
the employee’s own behalf and on behalf of the employee’s
qualified dependents under one of the options to be provid-
ed in the contract. When new dependents are acquired
subsequent to enrollment, the employee must complete a
new enrollment application within 60 days of the event to
add such dependent(s) to the coverage. In the absence of
any authorization for payroll deductions, coverage cannot be
extended.

Amended by R.2003 d.437, effective November 3, 2003.
See: 35 N.J.R. 2587(a), 35 N.J.R. 5149(a).
Rewrote the section.

17:9-9.5 Annual enrollment period

An employee who does not select coverage for the em-
ployee, or for the employee’s eligible dependents when first

9-29

eligible, may complete and submit an enrollment application
to start such coverage during any subsequent open enroll-
ment period.

Repeal and New Rule, R.2003 d.437, effective November 3, 2003.
See: 35 N.J.R. 2587(a), 35 N.J.R. 5149(a).
Section was “Annual enrollment period”.

17:9-9.6 Waiting period—orthodoentics under the dental
expense plan

Credit for qualified State service immediately preceding
the employee’s election to participate in the plan or during
any annual enrollment period shall count towards establish-
ing the 10 months or more of continuous service required
for orthodontics. Otherwise, all other benefits will be avail-
able and such participants will become eligible for orthodon-
tics as soon as 10 months of continuous qualified State
service has been accumulated.

Amended by R.2003 d.437, effective November 3, 2003.
See: 35 N.J.R. 2587(a), 35 N.J.R. 5149(a).
Rewrote the section.

17:9-9.7 Covered expenses

The Plan handbook supplements the master contracts and
contains the specific provisions for services to be covered
and those which are excluded.

Amended by R.2003 d.437, effective November 3, 2003.
See: 35 N.R. 2587(a), 35 N.J.R. 5149(a).
Rewrote the section.

17:9-9.8 (Reserved)

Repealed by R.2003 d.437, effective November 3, 2003.
See: 35 NJ.R. 2587(a), 35 N.JI.R. 5149(a).
Section was “Premiums and coverage; 10 month employees”.
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