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,.J 'i'ATE OF NEW JERSEY 

P.L. 193S, CHAPTER 3Sl, 
Approved June 16, 193S 

AN ACT concerni.ng employment, promotion and tenure of employees of 

the State and of counties, muJlicipalities and school districts 

where civil service is in effect, giving preference to certain 

veterans therein and amending sections 11:27-2, 11:27-3, 11:27-4, 

11:27-5, 11:27-6, 11:27-7, 11:27-S, 11:27-9 and 11:27-10 of the 

Revised Statutes, and supplementing chapter twenty-seven of Title 

11 of the Revised Statutes. 

BE IT ENACTED by the aenate and General Assembly of the State 

of New Jersey: 

1. Section 11:27-2 of the Revis0d Statutes is hereby amended to 

read as follows: 

11:27-2. A veteran, as defined in section 11:27-1 of this Title, 

who is an applicant in a competitive examination or test for en-

trance into the public service under the provisions of this Title, 

obtaining in each part of the examination or test the · minimum 

rating required and in the complete examination or test at least 

the minimum earned everage rating required, shall receive for 

fifteen or more months of wer service, in addition to such earned 

rRting, service credits of not less than three and not more than 

ten points t.s may be determined by the com:.1ission under such regu-

lations as it may adopt, consideration being given to the probable 

value of such war service as tending to fit applicants for posi-

tiona in question. In determining ratings for nny such veteran 

the period of war service shall, by said com~ission, be considered 

t.s a pert of such experience, quelifications end credits therefor. 

Veterans who he.ve served less tnan fifteen months shall recc:;ive 

pro rAta credits for such shorter period of war service. 

2. Section 11:27-3 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended 

to reed ~s follows: 

11:27-3· Veterens who h~ve An official record, as determined 

by the United Ste.tes Veter&.ns 1 Admini.stration, of being wounded, 

gassed or otherwise injured or disab1.:.·:·. while in war service, but 

not to an extant to enRble such veteran to be certified as a veter-

an with e record of disability incurred in line of duty as herein 
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defined, and veterans with a record of disability incurred in 

line of duty, as herein defined in section 11:27-1 of this Title, 

shall be given the maximum service credits as fixed for the ex­

amination or test in which they may be applicants regardless of 

the length or character of such war service. 

Any veteran with a record of disability incurred in line of 

duty e.s herein defined e.nd who shall receive a passing rating in 

competitive examinations or tests as herein provided for entrance 

into the public service, shall be placed nt the top of the em­

ployment list in the order of their respective final ratings. 

3. Section 11:27-4 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended 

to read as follows: 

11:27-4. The Civil Service Commission shall certify to the 

appointing authority the names and addresses of the three candi­

d~_tes standing highest upon the register for ee.ch position to be 

filled, ~id such appointing authority shall select one of the 

three so certified; provided, however, that whenever the name or 

names of a veteran or veterans shall be among those certified to 

the appointing authority the choice of the appointing authority 

shall be limited to the veteran or veterans whose name or names 

are included in such certification, regardless of position on the 

list. 

4. Section 11:27-5 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended 

to read as follows: 

11: 27- 5· The f~ct that a ve t e ran has successfully pas sed the 

prescribed examination or test and that his name has been placed 

upon the employment list end certified as eligible for appoint­

ment i s evidence tha t such ve t eran is qualif i ed to per fo rm the 

dutie s of t he pos i t i on and as en t i tl ing him to appoi n t ment. 

Before such eppointive power in such case shall select a non­

ve t eran and leave unRppoint ed any ve t eran who has been certified 

as be ing eligible , such eppo intive power shall show cau se before 

the Civil Se rvice Commis s ion why such vet e ran should not be ap­

pointe d, at which t i ::1e such ve t eran or veterans rnay be privileged 

to attend and pr es ent ev idence . Unless good cause be t hen shown, 

sa id Civil Servi ce Co:a:.:is s i on shall or de r the i mmediat e appoint­

ment of such ve teran. Said Ci vil Se rvice Corumiss i on shall be t he 
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sole judge of the facts constituting such qualifications. 

5. Section 11:27-6 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended 

to read as follows~ 
ll: 27-2. to 

11:27-6. Nothing contained in sections/11:27-5 of this Title 

shall Etpply to promotions; provided, however, that whenever any 

exemination for promotions be held and any veteran shl3..ll receive 

the highest certification fro~ nmong those qualified, before such 

appointive pov1er shF.tll appoint for promotion any nonveteren, such 

appointive power shall show cause before tha Civil Service Com-

mission why such veteran should not receive such pro:rrotion. 

6. Section 11:27-7 of the Revised Ste.tutes is hereby amended 

to re~d as follows: 

11:27-7· From among those eligible for nppoint~ent in the 

noncompetitive cla.ss, preference shall be given to any veteran 

as herein defined. The commission shell state in its annual report 

the number of por sons who corue within this class and the chnracter 

of their services. Before the appointive power in such case shall 

select a nonveteran and leave Uilappointed any veteran who has been 

certified as being eligible, such depertmen t he~d shall show cause 

before the Civil Service Com~ission why such veteran should not be 

e~ppointed, at which time such veteran or veterans may be privileged 

to at tend e.nd present evidence and unless good cause be then shovm, 

said Civil Service Com~ission shell order the i~mediate appoint-

ment of such vetercm; provlding , however, that in all such cases 

the veterAn with a record of disability incurred in line of duty 

shall heve preference over ell others. The Civil Service Com-

mission shall be the sole judge of the frets constituting suc!l 

quali fic~ltions. 

7• Section 11:27-S of the Revised Ste tutes is hereby amended 

to reR.d rs follows: 

11:27-8. W:L1 en a reduc tion i s {.:."l?._de of the employees in F.my de-

prrtn1.ent of this 3t r:t te or any cou.'1ty, ;·,mnicipality or school dis-

trict opernting under the provi.si ons of subtitle three of this 

Title ( 11:19-1 et seq.) fo r the purpose of econocuy or of promo-

ting the efficiency of the public se rvice , preference, in any such 

reduction, sh2ll be given to fl_ veteran as herein defined, but such 

preference shell apply only where a ve teran has seniority equal 
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to the seniority of nny other employee also affected by such re­

duction; provided, however, that preference in ~ny such reduction 

shall be first given any veteran who shall h~ve a record of disa­

bility ~s herein defined. No such soldier, sailor, m2rine or 

nurse shall be given such preference who shnll have been convicted 

of e criminal offense in ~ny civil, military or neval court. 

S. Section 11~27-9 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended 

to reud as follows: 

11:27-9· Before any depert;nent head sh£~.11 dis~:Liss ~my veteran, 

as provided in section 11:27-S herein, such dep~rtment head sh~ll 

show cause before the Civil Service Commission why such veteran 

should not be retained, at which time such veteran or veterans 

may be privileged to attend. The Civil Service Commission shall 

be the sole judge of the facts constituting such qualification. 

9. Section 11:27-10 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended 

to read as follows: 

11•27-10. No person suffering from e:ny physical defect caused 

by wounds or injuries received in line of duty in the :nilitEtry or 

nev~l forces of the United States in the World War as defined in 

section 11:27-1 of this Title shall thereby be discri~inated 

against in an exe;nination, classification or a.ppointment because 

of such de f ect, unless the same shBll, in the opinion of the Civil 

3ervice Com3ission, incapacit~te hi~ fro~ perfor~ing properly the 

duties of the office, position or e~ploy3ent for which he applies. 

Whenever , in t~e opinion of t he Ci vil Service Co~mi ssion, s t ri0t 

compliance with any condition relf.'lttve to height or weight i s not 

essentiHl to the prope r fulfilLl:ent of any pos iti on, it may or de r tt 

waiver of sa id requi rement s as to ve t erans Fl.pplying t herefor . The 

provisions of this parn~raph shall apply to both competitive and 

nonco~petitive vac encies. 

10. Chrpt e r t wenty-seven of Ti tle 11 of t ho Revised Stat u t e s 

is hereby su~Tpleinen tad as f ollows: 

The Civil Se r vice C om~i ssion ~ay, as i t may be deemed ne ces s ary 

f or the admi n i s t ra t ion of t he provi sions of s ections 11 : 27- l to 

11:27-12 of this Title, pr epr re rules f'nd r t3 gulati ons for the pro­

per enforca~ent of the prov i s i ons hereof. In all compe t i t ive 
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examinations or tests provided for in this act, wherein an oral 

exa;itination or test is a part thereof, the Civil Service Commis­

sion shall upon request provide for a stenographic record of such 

oral examin6tion or test, which said record shall be avail~ble 

in cases of reconsideration of ratings. 

The Civil Service Co~mission shall require that any veteran 

who shall have a recor·d of disability e.s herein defined shall 

hp,ve est~blished proof of such disability on or prior to the 

date of ~ny test held by said commission. 

Nothing herein contained shall be construed to amend, modify, 

or repeal sections 40:11-10 to 40:11-13, inclusive, of the Re­

vised Statutes, nor section 40:47-11 of the Revised Statutes. 
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